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FAO RESPONSE IN NUMBERS  

 

9.7 million 
People food insecure  

(Revised August 2016) 

 

USD 91 million 

Required for the agricultural 

sector (Revised August 2016) 

 

1.3 million 
People assisted by  seed and 

livestock interventions by FAO 

since January 2016 

 

USD 14 million 

Immediate FAO funding gap 

against the Ethiopia El Niño 

Response Plan 2016 

 

KEY MESSAGES  

 Food insecurity rates improved slightly but remain high, according to the newly released Mid-Year Review of Ethiopia’s Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD), with the number of people requiring food assistance moving from 10.2 million (January, 2016) to 
9.7 million (August, 2016).  

 Livestock sector needs have more than tripled since the start of the year. An estimated 2.4 million households now require urgent 
assistance to protect their livestock. With a potential La Niña looming, the provision of livelihood-saving interventions will be crucial 
in order to lower food insecurity rates and improve household nutrition. 

 Last planting windows provide critical opportunity for farming households. Upwards of 500 000 farming households still require 
agricultural inputs to meet late season planting windows and improve their household food security ahead of an imminent lean 
season. 
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BACKGROUND      

With inadequate sources of food and income as a result of a drought caused by El Niño, vulnerable rural households continue to face 
hunger and malnutrition. Though belg rains have improved the situation by replenishing water sources and pasture, they were largely 
delayed, have been erratic and ended early in most regions. In June, a Government-led multi-agency belg assessment found that 
9.7 million people were food insecure. More than 2.9 million households urgently require livestock and crop-related agricultural input 
support, up from 2 million. Just under one-third of the country’s woredas were officially classified as Priority 1 areas, decreasing slightly 
from 224 (in March) to 206 (in July) according to Ethiopia’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit. The hotspot classification findings 
are critical for resource planning and allocation to affected woredas. 

 

  

HOTSPOT CLASSIFICATION AND PLANNED INTERVENTION AREAS  

(Source: Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian partners, July 2016) 

Hotspot woreda classification has been 
derived using six multisector indicators, 
including agriculture and nutrition, 
agreed at zonal, regional and federal 
levels. A hotspot matrix is often used as 
a proxy for the Integrated Phase Food 
Security Classification (IPC). 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

Heavier than normal belg season rains have, since March, caused floods in all regional states, negatively affecting crop production 
by destroying vast areas of cultivated land. The rains were also late and accompanied by periodic dry spells. This led to delays in 
the planting and maturation of crops and hampered replanting efforts in regions like Tigray, Amhara and Oromiya. In order to 
ensure that households are able to meet the last planting windows of the year, the crop sector urgently requires close to 
USD 8.8 million to provide emergency agricultural inputs to 530 000 vulnerable households.  

As a result of the animal losses brought on by the drought as well as the recent floods, 2.4 million households now require 
emergency livestock support - a dramatic increase from the 654 000 households at the start of the year. The sector needs 
USD 36.2 million to fund livestock interventions such as animal treatments and vaccinations, forage production and water point 
rehabilitation ahead of a likely La Niña event predicted for October. A La Niña is considered 58 percent probable and may be 
accompanied by heavy floods in highland areas and drought in lowland (pastoral and agropastoral) areas.  

  

FAO PRIORITIES, RESPONSE AND FUNDING  

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES   ACTIONS TAKEN TO-DATE  

 

Crops 

- Emergency seed provision for non-assisted households   

- Backyard vegetable production initiatives 

- Nutrition-rich and high-value root and tuber crop 
production 

 

Livestock 

- Conduct animal vaccinations and treatments 

- Support fodder production  

- Provision of survival feed to protect draught and core 
breeding animals  

- Secure access to water for livestock  

- Restore livelihoods through restocking with small 
ruminants 

 

 

Building resilience 

- Cash-for-work initiatives to improve critical infrastructure 
for water access 

- Adoption of the caisses de résilience approach for better 
mitigation of future crises 

- Household  year-round food production through micro 
and small-scale irrigation 

 

  Crop seed interventions in the most nutritionally 
vulnerable districts, benefiting 140 000 households as of 
August 2016. 

 Distribution of survival and supplementary livestock 
feed to 9 600 households. 

 Improving access to water for livestock through the 
rehabilitation of 18 water points, benefiting 
125 480 livestock owned by 12 783 households. 

 Supporting fodder production through the provision 
of forage seed to 1 600 households.  

 Destocked 4 381 livestock, enhancing the income of 
3 214 livestock sellers and improving the nutritional 
intake of 4 354 displaced households.  

 Treated and/or vaccinated nearly 1.4 million animals 
belonging to 77 118 households. 

 Created a Strategic Advisory Group to provide 
technical advice to the chairs of the Disaster Risk 
Management Agriculture Task Force (DRM–ATF). 

 Created two emergency working groups (focusing on 
seeds and livestock), to harmonize response to the 
crisis with government, NGO and resource partners. 

  

FUNDING  

 
POST DISTRIBUTION ASSESSMENT AND SEED 
SECURITY ASSESSMENT 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 In August and early September, FAO and partners are 
undertaking a Post Distribution Assessment which 
analyses the effectiveness and appropriateness of its 
emergency seed distribution campaign using the 
Accountability to Affected Populations framework. The 
assessment will reinforce FAO’s accountability to 
beneficiaries by assessing the satisfaction levels of local 
communities in terms of factors such as targeting, 
timeliness and the quality and quantity of seed provided. 
This critical feedback will further enable FAO to model 
future emergency responses in Ethiopia. Between 
September and October 2016, FAO and partners including 
Catholic Relief Services will carry out a Seed Security 
Assesment in order to define upcoming seed needs for 
crop growing households. 

 

CONTACT 

Amadou Allahoury  |  FAO Representative  |  Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  |  Amadou.Allahoury@fao.org 

Dominique Burgeon  |  Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience and Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division  |  
Rome, Italy  |  Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org 

28%

72%

Funding to-date: USD
14 million

Funding gap: USD  36
million

Donors: Belgium, ECHO, 
European Union, FAO, Ireland, 
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 
OCHA, Spain, UNICEF and USA. 

FAO requires 

USD 50 million  
To assist 
1.8 million people 

 

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/fao-in-action/accountability-to-affected-populations/en/

