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The designations employed and the presentation 
of material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opihion whatsoever on the part 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations concerning the legal status of 
any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 
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REGIONAL FISHERIES LAW ADVISORY PROGRAMME 

The Regional Fisheries Law Advisory Programme is a subprogramme of 
FAO's Programme of·Assistance to Developing Countries in Planning 
the Utilization of the Living Resources of the Extended Economic 
Zones (EEZ Programme). Under the subprogramme assistance is pro
vided to developing coastal states in the revision of their fishe
ries legislation to meet the needs of extended jurisdiction. 

A Regional Fisheries Legal Adviser worked in the Western Central 
Atlantic region for one year, from December 1979, with financing 
provided by the Government of Norway through a Trust Fund agreement. 
During this period, he assisted a number of Governments, upon request, 
in the formulation of legislation for the management and development 
of fisheries resources within zones of extended jurisdiction. 
Documents are being prepared to provide information on his activities 
and this is the third in the series which is entitled "Fisheries 
Legislative Reports". 
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1. Introduction and Terms of Reference 

As part of the Director-General's Comprehensive Programme of Assis
tance in the Development and Management of Fisheries in Economic Zones 
(EEZ Programme), a regional fisheries law advisory programme for the 
WECAF region was established in 1979 under financing by the Norwegian 
Government 'with the objective of providing assistance to governments 
in the region on fisheries law generally and.in the revision of fishe
ries legislation in particular. 

The Institute of Marine Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago in consulta
tion with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Ministry of 
External Affairs requested assistance in the preparation of fisheries 
laws fora zone of extended jurisdiction and,in the context of the 
regional fisheries law advisory programme, the present legal adviser 
visited Trinidad and Tobago on 25-30 May 1980, and on 15-20 September 
1980 in order to provide assistance. 

The FAO is grateful to the following persons for their invaluable 
assistance: 

Mr. L. Ballah, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs 
Major C. Barnard, Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force 
Miss M. Barnes, Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
Mr. C. Bucher, Comptroller of Customs 
Mr. V. Cockburn, D/Comptroller of Customs 
Mr. J.A. Goodrick, Institute of Marine Affairs 
Mrs. M. Harrinauth, Chief Trade Officer, Ministry of Industry 

and Commerce 
Mr. F. Harris, UNDP 
Mr. S. Kangal, Ministry of External Affairs 
Mr. P. Linsky, Institute of Marine Affairs 
Mr. S. Miller, Parliamentary Draftsman 
Mr. N. Palmer, Institute of Marine Affairs 
Dr. Ramsaroop, Institue of Marine Affairs 
Lt. Connnander H. Ruffino, Coastguard 
Mr. A. Wilson, D/Chief Trade Officer, Ministry of Industry 

and Commerce 
Mr. H. Wood, Director of Fisheries 

2. Background Information 

The fishing industry of Trinidad and Tobago is based principally 
on some 1 500 privately-owned boats known as pirogues. These boats 
are about 25-27 ft long and have a crew of three. They have a limited 
seagoing capacity. In addition, there are 23 trawlers (Gulf of Mexico 
type) owned by the National Fishing Co., a private company though 
100 percent of the shares are owned by the Government. This company 
has its own harbour, at Sealots. Also, there is a large fishing plant 
which is presently underutilized. 
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From January to February, most fishing is for flying fish, 
though for the rest of the year it is principally for carite. 
The flying fish industry is very advanced in Trinidad. There is 
also some shrimping, principally for export. 

It is estimated that some 23 million lb of fresh fish are 
caught and landed (not including shrimp) and about 4 million lb 
of fish are exported. 

Fishing cooperatives are not used widely. There is presently 
one on Tobago which purchases fish at a guaranteed price from fi
shermen, and handles marketing aspects. Further details on fishing 
activities can be found in the Fishery Country Profile of the FAO, 
and in the Fisheries Division Annual Report, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Lands and Fisheries, 1976. 

3. General Legal Background 

Trinidad and Tobago, formerly a British colony, became inde
pendent in 1962 and, in 1976, it became a Republic. Its legal 
system is based on the common law, which it inherited during the 
period it was a British colony, Thus, the principles of statutory 
interpretation, legal drafting practices, the judicial review of 
administrative action, and the system of justice applied in the 
courts is basically similar to that found in other countries with 
common law systems. 

3.1 The Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago 

The Constitution is set out in the schedule to the Constitution 
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago Act, 1976, Section 1 (1) 
asserts that the Republic shall be a sovereign democratic state, 
while Section 2 (2) defines Trinidad and Tobago in the following 
terms: 

"Trinidad and Tobago shall comprise the Island of Trinidad, 
the Island of Tobago and any territories that immediately 
before 31 August 1962 were dependencies of Trinidad and 
Tobago including the seabed and subsoil situated beneath 
the territorial sea and the continental shelf of Trinidad 
and Tobago ("territorial sea" and "continental shelf" 
I-ere having the same meaning as in the Territorial Sea Act, 
1969, and the Continental Shelf Act, 1969, respectively) 
together with such other areas as may be declared by Act 
to form part of the territory of Trinidad and Tobago". 

Chapter I of the Constitution provides for the protection of 
fundamental rights and freedoms, including the prohibition on laws 
which authorize or effect arbitrary arrest, detention, imprisonment 
or exile of any person, the use of cruel or unusual punishment, or 
to deprive a person arrested or detained of the right to be informed 
promptly of the reason for his arrest or detention, his right to a 
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legal advisor, or of his right to be brought promptly before an 
appropriate judicial authority, or of the remedy of habeas corpus. 
These provisions are entrenched in that they require a qualified 
majority of two thirds of the members of each house of legislate 
before they can be abridged. The Constitution also has Chapters 
on Citizenship, The President, Parliament, Executive Powers, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions and the Ombudsman, the Judicature, 
Finance, Appointments to and Tenure of Office, the Integrity Com
mission, and the Salaries Review Commission. 

The legislative power of the Parliament is defined as being for 
the "peace, order and good government" (Sect. 53). Thus, apart from 
the protection of fundamental rights, power with respect to fisheries 
is plenary. 

3.2 Membership of Regional Bodies 

Trinidad and Tobago is member of CARICOM (including the Caribbean 
Food Corporation and the Caribbean Development Bank), FAO, Organiza
tion of American States, and the Western r.entral Atlantic Fishery 
Corrnnission. 

3.3 International Agreements 

Trinidad and Tobago has acceded to all four Geneva Conventions 
on the Law of the Sea, 1958, namely the Convention on the Territorial 
Sea and the Contiguous Zone, the Convention of the High Seas, the 
Convention on the Continental Shelf, and the Convention on Fishing 
and Conservation of the Living Resources of the High Seas. It is 
also bound by the Treaty between Great Britain and Venezuela relating 
to the submarine areas of the Gulf of Paria, 26 February 1942. The 
Government is however reviewing the whole question of its marine 
boundaries at the present time. 

Trinidad and Tobago is also party to two fisheries Agreements: 
the first with Brazil on the establishment of joint ventures of 
8 May 1978, the second with Venezuela of 12 December 1978. 

(a) The Joint Venture Agreement with Brazil 

This Agreement is an umbrella Agreement that would allow for the 
establishment of joint ventures between the two countries. It provides 
(Article 1) that two types of joint venture are possible - minority 
participation by persons or companies of Trinidad and Tobago in the 
equity of an already established Brazilian fishing company or companies, 
or minority participation in the equity of a fishing company or companies 
to be incorporated in Brazil. In all such joint ventures, however, the 
Brazilian partner is to have at least 60 percent of the capital and 
51 percent of the voting shares. Further, the same Article provides that 
the joint venture is to have its "seat" in Brazil, thought it may be 
registered in the country of the other partner. Finally, the minority 
partner is allowed to lease boats in accordance with Brazilian legislation, 
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Other clauses governing joint ventures are: Article 2, which 
provides that commercial joint venture contracts are to be subject 
to the legislation of the party to the Agreement where the activity 
is to take place; Article 5 which provides for the granting of the 
most favourable fiscal treatment existing in their national legis
lation in the territories of the parties. The Agreement then 
elaborates on what this treatment may amount to, namely, "exemption 
or suspension of taxes under terms and conditions to be established, 
and the granting of incentives provided for in their respective na
tional legislations". 

Finally, each party is to make available to the joint venture 
"know-how on the catching, processing and commercialization of the 
relevant 'fishery resources" (Art. 7), while Article 8 requires the 
parties to cooperate in training Brazilian personnel engaged in the 
activities of the joint ventures, with a view to increasing the 
number of Brazilian nationals employed by joint ventures. Article 8 
also states that the parties "shall cooperate actively in fishing 
matters with a view to promoting the establishment of joint fishing 
enterprises for catching, processing and marketing of fish". 

No joint ventures have as yet been set up under this Agreement 
apparently because of Brazilian insistence that all fish caught by 
the company in Brazilian waters should be landed and processed in 
Brazil. Apparently a comprise on this has not yet been worked out. 

(b) The Trini4ad and Tobago/Venezuela Agreement 

The most important fisheries Agreement currently in effect is 
with Venezuela. This Agreement regulates fishing by nationals of 
the two countries in the Gulf of Paria and other adjacent maritime 
areas defined in the Agreement. The agreement has provisions per
miting fishing in specified areas, providing for cooperation between 
the parties in fishing matters, and the promotion of joint ventures 
in fishing. They also agree to coordinate programmes of scientific 
research in specified topics, and to exchange information obtained, 
and to take steps to preserve the marine environment. It was also 
agreed that a Fisheries Commision would be established which will 
make recommendations on various matters ~elating to the Agreement. 

In particular, the major provisions of the Agreement are: 
Article I authorizes the citizens of each state in vessels flying 
their flag or registered in either country to fish in the areas 
specified in Articles III and IV. 

Article II states that all vessels and fishermen engaged in 
fishing activities within waters of the other state shall abide 
by the laws and regulations of that country. 

Article III specifies the areas in which fishing subject to the 
Agreement may take place. These are set out with some particularity 
by reference to geographic coordinates and comprise the following 



general areas: (a) an area to the north of Trinidad; (b) an area 
to the south of Trinidad and to the north of Venezuela; (c) special 
areas in Venezuelan internal waters - the Bahfa de Bombeadores, the 
Bahfa de Coquin and Boca de Pedernales. Article IV states that 
except for the special areas, fishing will only be allowed 2 mi 
from the coast of each country. 

Article V authorizes Venezuelan artisanal fishing vessels to 
fish in the area to the north of Trinidad, and requires the Fisheries 
Commission ~o be established under Article XIII) to propose conditions 
of access for non-artisanl fishermen. The Article further requires 
that the Trinidad and Tobago Government will grant permission to 
Venezuelan fishing vessels in accordance with this Agreement, and 
that a percentage of fish caught by Venezuelan vessels in the area 
to the north of Trinidad will be sold to Trinidad and Tobago, in 
accordance with the percentage, price and place of sale, and other 
matters, as determined by the Fisheries Commission to be established, 
and subject to the approval of the two parties. 

Article V 3 also authorizes fishing by vessels of both nations 
in the area defined in Article III (b) (an area to the south of Trinidad 
and to the north of Venezuela). 

Article VI requires the Fisheries Canrnission (to be established} 
to recommend to the parties the maximum length and number of fishing 
vessels_allowed within authorized fishing areas. 

Article VII deals with the "special areas" (see Article III (c)}. 
In the "special areas" the Venezuelan Government will give permission, 
in conformity with the Agreement and with relevant laws, under the 
following conditions: 

(1) that only artisanal fishing vessel of 12 m maximum 
length, and maximum storage capacity of l t will be 
permitted; 

(2) that only artisanal type nets with a minimum mesh opening 
of 3.5 cm, that is 1. 75 cm between knots may be used; 

(3) the crew for each boat is not to exceed four persons; 

(4) no fishing activity permitted in the narrows (cafios) 
of the Orinoco River; 

(5) the Venezuelan Government may modify the diameter of 
fishing nets indicated above if technical studies 
determine that changes are necessary for reasons 
of conservation, and it will. duly inform the Trinidad 
and Tobago Government as to the reasons justifying the 
change. 
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The article also requires that 50 percent of the Trinidadian 
catch (presumably in the special areas) will be sold in Venezuela, 
and that the Fisheries Commission will make recommendations regarding 
the date, price and possible places for delivery of the products. 

Article VIII refers to collaboration between both countries 
in fisheries matters as well as to the promotion of joint ventures 
in fisheries. 

Article IX ecourages oceanographic research in the Gulf of 
Paria and adjacent maritime areas, especially in conservation, 
mariculture and marine biology, development of scientifir.and 
technical research into the living resources in order to identify 
their physical, chemical and biological characteristics. Any 
information obtained will be exchanged. 

Article X sets out the conditions on which fisheries research 
may be conducted in each other's waters, including the consent of the 
government of the country in whose waters the research will be carried 
out, that scientific and technical personnel of each country will be 
included aboard each vessels, and that each party has the right to 
information obtained. 

Article XI requires the parties to adopt measures to protect 
the marine environment, including the exchange of information, and 
the preparation of an emergency plan in the event of oil spills or 
other accidents of similar magnitude. 

Article XII states that in order to promote adequate administra
tion and conservation measures, the parties agree to adopt measures 
to protect the living resources. These measures will take into 
account the recommendations of the Fisheries Commission and should 
include restrictions relating to the number and dimensions of fishing 
vessels, the capture and size of certain types of fish, fishing zones, 
seasons, methods and fishing equipment. The Article also prohibits 
the retention on board of fish not complying with the minimum size 
to be specified by the Fisheries Commission. 

Article XIII sets up the Fisheries Commission, which is to 
consist of three representatives of each country, and which will meet 
at least every six months, alternating between the two countries. 
It will make recommendations regarding the administration and conser
vation of the living resources in the waters of both parties, and it 
will examine amendments to the Agreement proposed by either party. 

Article XIV makes clear that the Agreement neither diminishes 
nor limits the parties' rights with respect to other maritime zones. 

Briefly, the remaining Articles deal with the following: that 
the Agreement is not to be invoked as a precedent, that the parties 
agree to adopt appropriate legislative and administrative measures, 
including the imposition of sanctions for breaches of the laws, that 
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disagreement concerning the interpretation or application of the 
Agreement will be determined by direct negotiations, and the final 
Article provides for entry into force, revision, and termination 
of the Agreement. 

So far there have been four meetings of the parties under this 
Agreementand a review committee is being established. Permits were 
granted by Venezuela earlier this year for Trinidadian fishermen to 
fish in accordance with the Agreement. 

4. Legislation Directly Relating to Fisheries 

At the present time, Trinidad and Tobago has no legislation that 
deals with fishing in the exclusive economic zone, nor has it to date 
claimed such a zone. It does, however, have the following laws 
directly relevant to fisheries: 

(a) The Fisheries Ordinance, 1916 (c.25 No. 9) 

The Ordinance extends to waters 3 mi from the coast, and includes 
all rivers, whether tidal or otherwise. Section 3 permits the Governor 
in council to make regulations in respect of - prescribing mesh sizes, 
etc., resticting the size of "fish, crabs, shrimps or turtles", or 
prohibiting their sale; preventing the catching of "fish, oysters, 
crabs, shrimps and turtles" at certain times, or in certain areas. 
Section 4 provides penalties, - a fine of TT$ 48 or imprisonment for 
two months, - on summary conviction, and the confiscation of any net 
or appliance useg in committing an offence. Section 5 prohibits the 
use of explosives (carrying a fine of TT$ 96 or three months imprison
ment). Section 6 gives powers of inspection to constables and other 
authorized persons to seize, etc., nets. 

(b) The Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1966 

This Act amended the 1916 Ordinance. It inserted an interpreta
tion clause which defined "fish" (to include "oysters, crabs, shrimps, 
turtle, turtle eggs, corals, and any species of other marine fauna"), the 
"Fisheries officer", "Minister", and "prohibited area". One substantive 
provision added allowed the Minister (who replaced the Governor-in
counci~ to declare prohibited areas and to prohibit the taking ot fish 
within the area. The Act also made it the duty of the Fisheries Officer 
to carry out the provisions of this Ordinance and the regulations subject 
to any Ministerial direction he might receive. 

The penalties were increased significantly. A breach of the regu
lation incurred a fine of TT$ 250, up from T~$ 48, while imprisonment 
was increased from two to six months. Furthermore, a new offence was 
created - taking fish from a prohibited area withotlt permission. This 
new offence carried a penalty of TT$ 500 or six months imprisonment or 
both. 
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(c) Fisheries Amendment Act, 1975 

The Act replaced the reference to a marine league with a reference 
to the "Territorial Sea of Trinidad and Tobago as defined in the Territo
rial Sea Act, 1969" (which provided for a 12 mi territorial sea). Further 
it extended the scope of the new offence created by the 1966 Act by prohibi
ting the killing, harpooning, taking removing, catching, etc., of any fish 
as such times and in such areas as may be prescribed, and by prohibiting for 
sale, etc., of any fish either absolutely, or at such times and within such 
areas as prescribed. Finally, the levels of penalties were increased. First, 
breach of the regulations incurred a fine of TT$ 1 000 or six months imprison
ment or both, and secondly, for taking fish from a prohibited area the level 
of fine was increased to TT$ 1 OOO. ' 

(d) Regulations Made Under Section 3 of the Fisheries Ordinance (1916) 
25.2.26 

These regulations which apply within one marine league of the 
coast lay down the nets which may be used. Detailed rules (in Section 1) 
are prescribed for: Drift or fillet nets for catching mackerel, king fish 
and other large fishes (length not to exceed 900 ft, width at centre not 
to exceed 15 ft, mesh not to be less than 1 3/4 in2); fillet nets for 
mullets (length not to exceed 900 ft, width at centre not to exceed 12 ft, 
mesh not to be less and 1 1/4 in2); pocket seine for catching mixed 
white fish (length notto exceed 900 ft, width of pocket not to exceed 
15 ft, tapering to 2 ft, mesh in pocket not less than 3/4 in2 at the 
end of the pocket); pocket seines for catching prawns (length not to 
exceed 120 ft, width not to exceed 12 ft, mesh not less than 1/2 in2); 
seines for catching bait (length not to exceed 120 ft, width not to 
exceed 9 ft, mesh not to be less than 1/2 in2); cast nets for catching 
bait (length not to exceed 6 ft, mesh not less than 1/2 in2 ); gar seines 
other than for cavalli and jack (length not to exceed 540 ft, width not 
to exceed 12 ft at centre, mesh not to be less than 1/2 in2); seines for 
catching cavalli (length not to exceed 750 ft, width not to exceed 36 ft 
in centre, mesh not to be less than 1 7/8 in2); seines for catching jack 
fish (length not to exceed 600 ft, width not to exceed 24 ft at centre, 
mesh to be not less than 1/2 in2); Italian seines (length not to exceed 
900 ft, mesh to be not less than 1/2 in2). The regulation prohibits the 
use of any of these nets for a purpose other than those specified. 

The regulation (Section 3) also prohibits the catching or selling 
of Spanish mackerel, grouper, codfish, serb, pargue and zeblan of less 
than 12 in in length, and of 8 in in length of the following species: 
cola, redfish (vivanot, walliacke tete ronde and pompano) and salmon 
(Section 4). Other measures laid down are: a prohibition on the taking 
of fish, shellfish, crabs or shrimps between the mouth of the Caroni 
River and the Diego Martin River (Section 6(1)), no fish or shellfish 
(including oysters, crabs and shrimps to be taken between Claxton's Bay 
and the mouth of the Cipero River or to a distance of half a mile from 
the low water mark (Section 6(2)). Finally, anyone dragging a net or 
a seine other than pocket seines for catching prawns or seines for 
catching bait is to remove all fish from such net or seines in water 
not less than 3 ft in depth. 



(e) Oysters from Ortoir~ River Regulations (5.12.29) 

These regulations prohibit the taking of oysters from part of 
the Ortoire River from 1 July to 31 December each year. 

(f) The Protection of Turtle and Turtle Eggs Regulations, 1975 

These regulations were passed under the Fisheries Ordinance, 1916 
and they prohibit the taking of female turtle in the sea within any 
reef or within 1 OOO yds of the high water mark of the shore, or to 
take any turtle eggs after they have been laid and buried. Likewise, 
killing or selling turtle between 1 March and 30 September is prohi
bited. 

(g) Fishing Industry (Assistance) Ordinance (1955) and Regulations 
(1956) 

This Ordinance makes provision for the granting of assistance to 
the fiS:ri.ng industry, and allows the Director of Agriculture to make 
payments (in accordance with regulations in respect of engines used 
for propelling a commercial fishing craft owned by a registered owner 
- Section 3). Section 5 provides a detailed regulation making power 
covering the provision of assistance. Regulations have been enacted 
(The Fishing Industry (Assistance) Regulations (1956)) which set out 
in some detail the mode of application for assistance, the maintenance 
of an engine register, details regarding the applicant, the stamping 
or marking of the engine if required, cancellation of registration, 
appeals by persons ag3rieved by non-registration, details as to quota 
cards for fuel allocated, maintenance of records by the owner of an 
engine, and provisions regarding recording fuel purchases actually 
made. The regulation also sets out (in Sect. 23) the actual quotas 
for engines, which are classified as diesel, gasoline or T.V.O. engines, 
and these are sub-classified by reference to the horse power of· the 
engine. Finally, by modification made pursuant to Section 25, the 
actual ratesof payment for fuel and lubricating oil have been set out. 

(h) Marine Areas (Preservation and Enhancement) Act, 1970 

This Act allows for the designation of restricted areas where the 
Ninister (to whom in Cabinet responsibility for Agriculture, Lands 
and Fisheries is assigned) considers it necessary to preserve and 
enhance the natural beauty or to protect the flora and fauna of a 
particular area, or to promote public enjoyment, or to promote scien
tific study and research in particular areas. "Flora and fauna" is 
defined as including any part of a coral reef or other deposit exis
ting in its natural condition and,although there is no specific 
reference to fish, it seems clear that the Act is intended to cover 
them. On the other hand, "marine areas" is defined as meaning the 
"submarine areas withi11 the territorial sea and includes any adjoi
ning land or swamp areas which form within certain submarine areas a 
single ecological entity". Fr.om this definition it is not clear 
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whether the waters of the territorial sea are included, which, if 
not, would in effect exclude most fish within the territorial sea 
from the scope of the Act. 

Provision is made for compulsory acquisition of private lands 
(Section 4) where necessary for a public purpose. Section 6 provides 
for the making of regulations for inter alia "the protection of the 
flora and fauna in restricted area~~~ 

Regulations have been enacted - the Marine Areas (Preservation 
and Enhancement) Regulations, 1973 - which require (Section 3) the 
written permission of the Minister to inter alia enter a restricted 
area, to operate a boat in a restricted area, to "take or remove 
any fish or bird f1Dl1 a restricted area". "Fish" is defined (Section 
2) to include "corals, crabs, lobsters, shrimps, turtles, turtle 
eggs, and any species of marine fauna". 

Finally, the Marine Areas (Restricted Area) Order, 1973 
designated an area known as Baccoo Reef as a restricted area. 

5. Other Legislation Indirecly Relevant to Fisheries 

5.1 The Territorial Sea Act, 1969 

This Act provides for a 12 mi territorial sea for Trinidad and 
Tobago and lays down the baseline from which that sea is to be measured. 
It would appear from the terminology used in the Act, as well as the 
timing of its enactment, that it1was intended to give effect to the 
delimitation provisions of the 1958 Convention on the Territorial Sea 
and the Contigous Zone. The Act asserts that sovereignity has always 
existed in respect of the seabed underlying the territorial sea (which 
would presumably include the sedentary species on the seabed) but, 
this instance aside, it makes no reference to other rights or respon
sibilities with respect to the territorial sea, for example the right 
of innocent passage, or the right of the coastal state with respect 
to fisheries. In the schedule to the Act, thereare two important 
changes made to the Interpretation Act, 1962. Section 50 of that 
Act has two new definitions added: (VV) "Terr:il:orial Sea of Trinidad 
and Tobago has the same meaning as that ascribed to it in Section 3 of 
the 1969 Act and in all Acts passed before the commencement of the 
1969 Act"; secondly (VVV) The expression"Trinidad and Tobago" is to 
include the territorial sea as defined in Section 3 of the 1969 Act 
and in all Acts passed before the commencement of the 1969 Act. 

5.2 The Continental Shelf Act,1969 

The Continental Shelf Act, 1969 makes provision for the exploration 
and exploitation of the continental shelf, outside the territorial sea 
to a deptn of 200 m and beyond that limit to the extent that exploita
tion is possible. The Act is primarily concerned with regulating 
petroleum exploitation and it makes no express reference to fisheries 
though presumably sedentary species would be embraced by the reference 
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to "rights •••. with respect to the seabed and subsoil and their natural 
resources" (Section 3(1)). 

5.3 Registration of Shipping 

At the present time, there is no local registry of ships, local 
ships being registered fa accordance with the provisions of the 
U.K. Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. Numbers for the British registry 
are provided by the U.K. authorities, and .the vessels thus registered 
are subject to U.K. law and have a U.K. port of registry. All vessels 
above 15 t are required to be registered. A separate domestic register 
of fishing vessels is, however, maintained by the Fisheries Division, 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries. 

A draft Maritime Code has been prepared by the CARICOM Secretariat 
for possible implementation by the members of that Community, which 
makes provision for a local shipping register. It also is reported 
to have a Part dealing with fishing vessels. 

5. 4 Merchant Shipping Ordinance (1917) 

This enactment is typical of a colonial act covering merchant ship
ping which is intended to operate within the framework of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 (U.K.). In Section 2, "ship" is defined to include 
every description of vessel used in navigation. The legislation has 
Parts dealing with Engaging Seamen, the Passenger Trade, Safety, Special 
Shipping Enquiries and Courts, Wrecks and Salvage and Inter-colonial cer
tificates of competency. 

5.5 Marking of Ships Ordinance, 1945 

This Ordinance applies to, inter alia, vessels engaged in the 
fishing industry of Trinidad and Tobago (Section 3), and the "owner 
or master" of any ship to which the Ordinance applies is required to 
apply for a number from the Harbour Master. Once a number has been 
assigned, it is to be placed on the boat in accordance with the detai
led requirements of Section 2 which sets out dimensions, location, 
style, colour of background, etc. Power to exempt "any ship" from 
all or any of the requirements set out in Section 2 is given to the 
Harbour Master. Finally, the "owner or master" shall be liable for 
any contravention, though there is a defence of lack of knowledge 
or consent, or that he could not have prevented the contravention 
by the exercise of due diligence (Section 6). Section 7 lays down a 
penalty of six months imprisonment or a fine of TT$ 480 for offences 
against the Ordinance. 

5.6 Harbours Ordinance, 1880 

This Ordinance, in Section 30, allows the Harbour Master to 
grant licences in respect of boats and boatmen where satisfied as 
to the safety and fitness of the "boat flat or other craft". The 
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Ordinance applies to Port-of-Spain, San Fernando and any other 
harbour established under the Ordinance. Although by terms it is 
capable of application to fising vessels, it is primarily directed 
toward passanger boats. 

5.7 Customs Ordinance, 1932 

This enactment is a typical customs enactment and is similar 
to such legislation found in other English-speaking islands of the 
Caribbean. It has parts dealing with: Definitions, Duties, Prohibi
tions, Drawbacks, and Refunds of Duty, Arrival and Report of Aircraft 
and Ships, Landing of Passengers and Unloading, Removal and Delivery 
of Ships, Warehoused Goods and Goods Deposited in a Customs Area, 
Loading and Exportation of Goods, Departure and Clearance of Ships 
and Aircrafts, the Coasting Trade, Prevention of Smuggling, General 
Legal Proceedings, Proof in Proceedings, Miscellaneous. Some provi
sions are capable of impinging on fishing activities and merit specific 
mention. Section 50 sets out procedures on arrival in the colony or the 
(territorial) waters, basically (the vessel must come into a port), 
failure to observe which may result in a fine of TT$. 500. Sections 
60 to 62 deal with small craft. Section 60 allows the Governor in 
Council to make regulations for small craft (i.e., ships not exceeding 
100 t burden) prescribing by reference to the tonnage, build, or 
general description of the ships the limits within which they may be 
used, the mode of navigation, the manner in which such ships shall be 
used, the arms and quantity of ammunition that may be carried, and such 
other terms, particulars, conditions and restrictions as the Governor in 
Council may make. 

Section 62 allows the Comptroller to grant licences in respect 
of ships not exceeding 100 t burden subject to such terms and condi
tions, restrictions and stipulations imposed, for failure to comply 
with any of these conditions or failure to have a licence on board, 
the "ship shall be forfeited". Section 61 also provides that a 
ship "shall be forfeited" if used contrary to regulations unless 
licenced to be so used. 

Section 155 to 158 set out the procedures for vessels leaving 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Finally, Section 216 allows the Comptroller (with the Governor's 
approval which can be given in the form of general directions), to 
mitigate or remit any penalty or restore anything seized under the 
customs laws at any time prior to the commencement of proceedings in 
any court. 

5.8 Customs Duties 

There is a working arrangement that if fish are caught in the 
territorial waters, or if caught outside territorial waters by a 
local boat, then the fish will not be liable to duty. Likewise 
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if caught by vessels of a CARICOM member state, then no duty is 
charged. Chapter 3 of the Customs Tariff of Trinidad and Tobago 
(Customs Amendment Act, 1979) sets out the rate of duty on fish, 
which varies from nil for most smoked or dried fish products (except 
e.g., salmon, snapper, shark, grouper, dolphin), 25 percent on aqua
rium fish, 30 percent on crustaceans and molluscs, and 10-15 percent 
on most other types of fresh fish. 

5.9 Law Governing Business Associations 

The Partnership Ordinance (1914), and the Companies Ordinance 
(1939) set out the basic law on the establishment and operation of 
business associations. These laws are similar to counterparts found 
in the common law world. It is reported that the Companies Law may 
be revised in order to conform to a CARICOM proposal on this matter, 
though no details are known as yet. 

6. Institutions Involved in Fisheries 

6.1 Fisheries Administration 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries is responsible 
for the administration and development of fisheries in Trinidad and 
Tobago. It has a division headed by a Director of Fisheries who has 
day to day responsibilities in regard to fisheries, as well as the 
formulation of long-term plans. Within the Ministry there is also 
an Agriculture Planning Unit of the Planning Division which is invol
ved in the preparation of fisheries plans (discussed 6.2 below). 

Access to Trinidad and Tobago waters by a foreign f ishermam or 
access to the waters of another country by Trinidad and Tobago fisher
men would be a matter of the Ministry of External Affairs, though guided 
by the advice of the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries. 

Where a foreign company wished .to evaluate stocks in Trinidad and 
Tobago waters, permission to do so would be given by the Ministry of 
External Affairs, though the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries 
would deal directly with the company on the matters dealt with in its 
report. 

There is also a inter-ministerial committee which deals with Law 
of the Sea matters, and which operates under a directive from Cabinet. 
It can report directly to Cabinet. It is chaired by the Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs. Its ~embership comprises 
representatives from: the Ministry of Finance (Customs), Ministry of 
National Security (Immigration), Energy and Energy Based Industry, Ministry of 
External Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries, (Fisheries) 
and the Harbour Master (ex officio). This Committee has a sub-committee 
which deals with fisheries and it is chaired by the Director of Fisheries. 
These bodies play an important part in formulating and coordinating 
Government policy. 
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Other Ministeries involved in fisheries matters are: Health 
(part of Health and Local Government), which is concerned with the 
quality of fish exposed for sale; Customs (part of the Ministry of 
Finance),·which is responsible for levying customs duties on fish 
caught outside Trinidad and Tobago (for further details· see 5.7 
arid 5.8 above). 

6 • 2 P lanninf 

Until recently, there was a Ministry of Planning and Development 
which used to put forward five-year·plans for the entire economy. 
This Ministry had important powers where subsectoral plans of various 
Ministries were not in accordance with this plan. This Ministry has 
now been subsumed into the Ministry of Finance. 

So far as planning in the fisheries sector is concerned, the 
Agriculture Planning Unit is the most important. This Unit is 
located in the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries and 
forms part of the Planning Division. This Division monitors and 
evaluates periodically all programmes regarding targets, schedules, 
etc., and identifies bottlenecks and like problems. The Division does 
not have a veto as such but it usually is able to influence delibera
tions, as most Committees in the Ministry would have a Planning member. 

In 1979 a Fisheries Development Progranune was prepared and submitted 
to Cabinet and this was approved. A Conunittee was established to be 
coordinated by an officer of the Agriculture Planning Unit, consisting 
of the Director of Fisheries, the Fishery Research Officerw the Fish 
Culturist, the General Manager of the Central Wholesale Fish Market 
and the Principal, Caribbean Fishery Training and Development Institute. 
These people comprise the core of the Conunittee, though others could 
be co-opted as necessary. This Committee has prepared a paper which, 
inter_ alia, asks for an up dating of fisheries laws for Trinidad and 
Tobago, and for the preparation of a draft for submission to the 
Attorney General. 

The Agriculture Planning Unit is focussing on a long-term Fisheries 
Development Programme for the eighties which includes the phasing in 
of some short and medium-term objectives. Clearly, the inclusion in 
the proposed draft marine legislation will assist significantly the 
attainment of the objectives of this progrannne. 

6.3 Financial Institutions 

There are some financial institutions which can provide financial 
assistance to local fishermen. In addition to private banking facili
ties, the following should be noted: 

(a) The Agricultural Development Bank 

This Bank operates under the Agricultural Development Bank Act 
(1968) and it has the power to make loans in respect of, inter alia, 
commercial fishing, which is defined in Section 2 as: --- ---



"(a) the capturing or catching of any fresh fish 
in any lawful manner or by any lawful method 
whatsoever, or 

(b) the processing, preserving, canning, distributing 
or marketing of fish or fish products, 

for gain or reward". 

Section 45 authorizes the Board of the Bank to grant loans to 
individuals and companies for: 

"(a) the purchase of fishing equipment; 

(b) the processing of fish products; and 

(c) the provision of marketing facilities for fish 
and fish products". 

(b) The Industrial Development Corporation 

This Corporation operates under the Industrial Development Corpo
ration Ordinance, 1958, Section 4(1) of which sets out the function 
of the Corporation to be to stimulate, facilitate, and undertake the 
development of Industry in Trinidad and Tobago. There is no specific 
reference to fisheries in the legislation. Any assistance provided 
is done in consultation with the Fisheries Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries. 

(c) The Development Finance Co., Lt<l. 

This body also provides loans, inter alia, to fishermen, though 
it would usually consult informally with the Fisheries Division before 
doing so. 

6.4 Import and Export Licences 

The bulk of export licences at the present time is in respect of 
aquarium fish. 

The procedure that is followed is that an application is lodged 
with the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, which is then referred to 
the Ministry of Agriculture for approval. It then comes back to 
Industry and Commerce for stamping and numbering. It then becomes a 
valid licence. 

There is no further Government involvement? nor is approval of 
the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago required. 

Incentives in the form of duty free concessions on imports are 
handled by the Industrial Development Corporation and the Ministry of 
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Industry and.Commerce. Policy matters ate determined bythl;l Industrial 
Development Corporation· while the Ministry see8 its role as that largely 
of a processor. 

6. 5 ThB Coas·tguard 

Section 5(1) of the Defence Act 1962, (No. 7) states that "there 
shall be established and maintained in the territory a body of military 
forees styled "the Triniuad and Tobago Defence Force11 consisting of: 

(a) a unit of land forces 

(b) a coastguard 

(c) such other units atJ the Governor may from time to time 
think fit to be formed, and styled by such designations 
as tne Governor shaB_ declare by not ice iu the Royal 
Gazette". 

The coastguard forms part of the integrated armed forces of 
Trinidad and Tobligo. It is establi!:lhed pursuant tc the IJefence Act, 
1962 though its functions are set out in a Cabinet Directive. At 
present ft does 'not ·carry·· out any enforcement :i.ctivit'ies beyono the 
12 tni limit. fr currently nas si:x vessels. 

6. 6 Car-ibbean FiSheries Trainirig and Development Insti tl'ite 

This Institute was es t"a:bli'shetl with tli~ obj'ecti\te ·of· prov1di11g· 
trained manpower to develop and maint'aiit·'tnodern natibna''l fish±ng f'Ieets. 
It was established with the support of the UNDP, and the Governments of 
Barbados, Guyana, and trinidad and Tobago. D\.ie to funding problems, it 
has not achieved all its objectives .. See T~rminal Report, .Caribbean 
Fisheries Tr,aining and IJeveloplli~nt u1.s titut'e. Darhatlos ~ Guyana, Trinidad 
and Tobago (Fl: DP/RLA(72/o'30). 

6.7 The Institute of Marine Affairs 

The Institute of Marine Affairs was created in 1976, and its 
roles include advising the Government on various aspects of marine 
affairs, and to carry out research. Its terms of reference include 
marine fisheries legislation. At the present time a collection of 
marine affairs legislation for English-speaking countries of the 
Caribbean is being compiled. There is also work b~!ing done on legal 
aspects of marine pollution. There are currently two lawyers attacl1ed 
to the I1IBtitute. 

6.8 Parliamentary Counsel 

Trinidad and Tobago is fortunate to have a well developed urafting 
division kuown as the Office of Parliamentary Counsel, headed by 
Mi:;s .M. Barnes. This office comes within the supervisory control 
of the Attorney General. 
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7. Recommendations RegardingLegislation 

The present. legislation regarding fisheries opemtes only -.vithin 
12 mi· of the coast of Trinidad and.Tobago and it is not well suited 
to. p eing applied to a. .zone of extended fisheries j ur:i.sdiction. The 
concept of an EEZ as it has emerged a.t UNCLOS III. regarding fisheries 
would require the ability to impose flexible fisheries managem~nt and 
conservation techniques in this zone, and to cooperate as appropriate 
with governments, regional or-subregional o:rganizations on such matters. 
In addition, the important question of granting access to foreign 
fishermen to the waters of the EEZ where the coastal state is unable 
to utilize fully the surplus would need to be provided for. There 
is also a need to provide the legislative basis for implementing t.he 
provisions of the Trinidad and Tobago/Venezuela Fisheries Agreement. 

It is therefore recommended that the Draft Ma.rine Fisheries Act 
in the form set out in the Annex to this Report is adopted; 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago appears to be moving toward 
a decision to extend jurisdiction up to 200 mi from its coast in res
pect to fisheries, .and which may be made as part of the clain to an 
exclusive -economic zone. On this as sump tiotl, a Draft EEZ Bill ha.s been 
includ.ed as an Annex to this report -for possible adoption. This Bill 
sets out- the _dghts and duties of Trinidad and Tobago in the EEZ itself, 
as w.ell as providing the basis for the delimitation of the EEZ. Should, 
however., the Government wish to proceed with a fisheries ;:;one either 
as an interim measure; o.r· as an.· alternat·ive to. an EEZ, it may wish to 
include in the proposed draft Marine Fisheries Bill the following pro
vision: 

11 (1) The President may from time to time by proclamation in 
the Official Gazette proclaim the limits of the fisheries 
zone in which Trinidad and Tobago exercises jurisdiction 
by law wit11 respect to the management, conservation and 
development of the marine living resources in the waters 
adjacent to its coast. 

(2) Until provision is otherwise made by virtue of subsection 1 
of this section and subject to subsection 3 of this section 
the fisheries zone shall include the marine internal waters 
and territorial waters of Trinidad and Tobago as defined in 
sections 3, 4 and 5 of the Territorial Sea Act, 1969 (No. 38) 
and such other waters as are comprised within a line drawn 
so that each point on the line is two hundred nautical 
miles from the nearest point on the baseline from which 
the territorial sea is measured. 

(3) Where the outer limit of the tislleries zone wouJ.d otherwise 
overlap with the· territorial sea, fisheries zone or exclusive 
economic zone of another country or territory, then, subject 
to any proclamation made pursuant to subsection 1 of this 
section, the limit of the fisheries zone shall be a median 
line every point of which is equidistant from the nearest 
points of the baseline from which the territorial sea of 



Trinidad and Tobago is measured and the corresponding 
baselines of the other country or territory" 

Further, in view of the fact that existing fisheries legislation 
and regulations apply up to 12 mi from the coast, it would be advisable 
to repeal these laws. This would ensure that there is only one basic 
fisheries law, while any regulations enacted also should come within 
its rubric. 

The draft Marine Fisheries Bill attached to this Report would 
enable the Fisheries Officer to impose conditions on the use of both 
local or foreign fishing vessels that would allow the application of 
sophisticated management measures, including the imposition of 
conditions presently covered by the fisheries legislation and ac
companying regulations. 

A licence form that could be used in conjunction with the draft 
Marine Fisheries Bill is also attached as an Annex. 

8. Recommendation ~egarding Institution 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is relatively large for the 
region, and there seems clearly to be a need for some kind of inter
ministerial coordination with regard to fisheries matters. There 
already exists of course, the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Law of 
the Sea matters, which has a sub-committee that deals with fisheries. 
It is thought, however, that, with the extension of jurisdiction over 
an EEZ, and the more complex management and development issues that 
may need to be resolved in consequence, there may be advantage in 
creating a Marine Fisheries Advisory Board as constituted in Section 7 
of the proposed Marine Fisheries Bill. Such. a Board would provide not 
only a useful form for considering fisheries management and development 
issues, but it will also enable coordination of marine policy both as 
it affects fisheries specifically, and vice versa. 

It is therefore recommended that a Marine Fisheries Advisory 
Board is established as provided for in the proposed draft fisheries 
legislation. 

9. Recommendation Regarding Log~Book Forms 

The collection of accurate statistical information on fisheries 
catches is obviously important in making effective conservation and 
management measures. It is also obviously desirable, however, that 
such information can be utilized not only at the national level but 
also at the sub-regional or regional level. The WECAF Project is 
promoting the use of standardized log-books for industrial fisheries 
in the region as a means of enhmcing the availability of inforil\ation 
both at the national level and at tne sub-regional or regfonal level 
in order that a better picture of the fisheries resources can be ob
tained. A standard log-book form for industrial fisheries is set 
out in Annex 3 to this report, and it is recommended that the Govern
ment of Trinidad and Tobago adopts this form for use in respect of 
industrial fisheries conducted pursuant to the draft legislation 
proposed in Annex 2. 
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PROPOSED EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE BILL, 198 

A Bill for 

An Act of Parliament to establish and delimit' the exclusive 
economic zone of Trinidad and Tobago and for purposes incidental 
thereto 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago, as follows: 

Short title 

Extent of 
Exclusive 
Economic Zone 

Sovereign rights 
and 
jurisdiction 

1. This Act may be cited as the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Act 198 . 

2. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the exclusive 
economic zone of Trinidad and Tobago extends 
seaward to 200 n mi from the baselines from 
which the breadth of the territorial waters 
is measured. 

(2) Where any part of the area defined in sub
section (1) lies within 200 n mi of any 
point on the baselines from which the 
breadth of the territorial waters of an 
opposite or adjacent State is measured, the 
exclusive economic zone of Trinidad and 
Tobago shall be limited in such manner as 
the President may, by notice in the Gazette, 
declare. 

3. In the exclusive economic zone Trinidad and Tobago 
shall have -

(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of 
exploring and exploiting, conserving and 
managing the natural resources, whether living 
or non-living, of the sea-bed and sub-soil and 
superjacent waters, and with regard to other 
activities for the economic exploitation and 
exploration of the zone, such as the production 
of energy from the water, currents and winds; 

(b) jurisdiction with respect to the preservation of 
the marine environment; 

(c) exclusive jurisdiction with respect to authori
zation and control of scientific research and 
the establishment and use of artificial islands, 
installations and structures; 

(d) other rights and duties provided for by inter
national agreements to which Trinidad and 
Tobago is or may become party. 
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4. All states shall, subject to applicable laws and 
regulations, enjoy in the exlusive economic zone 
the freedoms of navigation and overflight and of 
the laying of submarine cables and pipelines and 
other internationally lawful and recogQ.ized uses 
of the sea related to navigation and communication. 
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Annex 2 

Draft Marine Fisheries Bill 

PART 1. PRELIMINARY 

1. This Act may be cited as the Marine Fisheries Act, 198 . 

Interpre- 2. In this Act unless the context otherwise requires "authorized 
tation officer" means any fishe.ries officer or assistant fisheries 

officer, any customs officer or member of the coastguard of 
the rank or Petty Officer or above and any other person or 
category of person designated as an authorized officer by 
regulation; 

"fish" means any aquatic animal, whether piscine or not, and 
.includes shellfish, mollusc, crustacean, sponge and the young 
and eggs thereof; 

"fisheries officer" means the person appointed as such under 
Section 3; 

"fishing' means fishing for, catching, taking or killing fish 
by any method, and includes attempting to catch, take or kill 
fish by any method, 

"fishing ves'Sel" means a vessel used for fishing and operated 
for financial reward or other materiai gain, scientific re
~earch or processing, storage or carriage of fish, and inclu
des any vessel used in support of or ancillary to fishing 
operations but docs not include a vessel transporting fish 
or fish pr~ducts as part of its general cargo; 

"foreign fishing vessel" means a fishing vessel other than a 
local fishing vessel; 

"licence" means a licence granted under this Act; 

"local fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel: 

(a) wholly ovmed by one or more persons who are citizens of 
Trinidad and Tobago or, 

(b) wholly owned by any company, society or other association 
of persons established under the law of Trinidad and Tobago, 
of which at least 51 percent of the voting shares are held 
by citizens of Trinidad and Tobago; or 

(c) wholly owned by a statutory corporation established under 
the laws of Trinidad and Tobago, or by the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
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11master" means the person or persons having control of a 
fishing vessel at any given time, and includes a fishing 
master, fleet commander or pilot having control of such 
vessel; 

"mile" means a nautical mile being a distance of six 
thousand and eighty feet; 

"Minister" means the member of the Cabinet to whom responsi
bility for the subject of fisheries is assigned; 

"observer" means a person appointed as such under Section 19; 

"optimum utilization" means with respect to the yield from 
any fishery the amount of fish that will produce from the 
fishery the maximunsustainable yield as qualified by any 
relevant biological, economic, environmental or social 
factors, and taking into account fishing patterns, the 
interdependence of stocks of fish, the need to avoid over
fishing and any generally acc~pted subregional, regional or 
global fishing standards; 

"plan" means the plan prepared under Section 4; 

"the fisheries zone" means the area of water proclaimed from 
time to time to he the exclusive economic zone of Trinidad 
and Tobago pursuant to Section 2 of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Act, 198_, and includes the territorial waters and inter
nal waters of Trinidad and Tobago; 

"vessel" includes a ship, boat,, raft, barge, float, lighter 
or hovercraft; 

PART 2. ADMINISTRATIVE 

(1) There shall be appointed a Fisheries Officer and such 
assistant fisheries officer as may be considered neces
sary for carrying out the purposes and provisions of 
this Act. 

(2) The Fisheries Officer shall promote the management and 
development of fisheries of Trinidad and Tobago in 
accordance with this Act. 

(1) The Fisheries Officer shall annually prepare for submission 
to and approval by the Minister plans for the management 
and development of the fisheries of Trinidad and Tobago. 

(2) Each plan shall be based on the best available scientific 
data and shall be designed to ensure the optimum utilization 

--0£ the fisheries resources, consistent with sound management 
principles. 
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(3) The plan shall 

(a) identify the resources and estimate the potential 
average annual yields that can: be taken from them; 

(b) assess the present state of exploitation of each 
resource and determine the total annual catch that 
may be allowed from each fishery; 

(c) specify the measures, if any, to be taken to 
promote the development of the local fishing effort; 

(d) determine the amount of resources, if any to be made 
available to foreign fishing vessels on an annual 
basis, taking into account any obligations under 
international law or any international convention 
or agreement in force; and 

(e) specify the conservation measures to be enforced 
through legislation:, regulations or licence condi
tions, to protect the resources' from overexploitation. 

Annual 
Report 

5. The Fisheries Officer shall report annually to the Marine 
Fisheries Advisory Board specifying in that report: 

of the 
Fisheries 
Officer 

Regional 6. 
Coopera
tion in 
Fisheries 
Management 

(a) the number ot licences issued to local fishing vessels; 

(b) the number of licences issued to foreign fishing vessels; 

(c) the extent to wnicn tne risneries management and develop
ment plan was adhered to in the twelve months period to 
which the report relates; 

(d) such other matters as the Minister or the Marine Fisheries 
Advisory Board requires him to report on. 

(1) The Fisheries Officer shall make recommendations to the 
Minister with regard to consultation with the governments 
of other countries in the region, and in particular with 
the governments of countries sharing the same or related 
stocks, with a view to: 

(a) ensuring the closest practicable coordination of their 
respective fisheries management and development plans; 

(b) the harmonization of systems for the collection of 
statistics, the carrying rjut of surveys and procedures 
for assessing the state of the fisheries resources; 

(c) establishing, on a bilateral or regional level, as 
appropriate, reciprocal or other fishing rights with 



Marine 
Fisheries 
Advisory 
Board 

- 24 -

other countries in the region, where and to the 
extent that such fishing rights are necessary to 
sustain the growth of local fisheries efforts; 

(d) providing, as appropriate, for the formulation of 
regional fisheries management and development plans, 
for the allocation of fishing effort and catch, for 
the formulation of joint fishing, processing or 
marketing enterprises, and for the taking of joint 
or regional conservation measures; and 

(e) providing where appropriate, for the establishment 
and operation of joint or regional fisheries mana
gement bodies. 

(2) Consultations under this section may be undertaken either 
directly with the governments concerned, or through 
appropriate international organizations. 

7. (1) There shall be established a Marine Fisheries Advisory 
Board. 

(2) The membership of the Board shall be as follows: 

(a) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, or his nominee; 

(b) the Comptroller of Customs or his nominee; 

(c) the Harbour Master or his nominee; 

(d) the Officer-in-Charge of the Coastguard or his 
nominee; 

(e) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of External 
Affairs or his nominee; 

(f) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Finance 
or his nominee; 

(g) two persons appointed by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries who shall represent the marine commecial 
fishing industry; 

(h) such other persons as the Board may from time to time 
co-opt. 

(3) The Board shall meet at least twice annually. 

(4) Four members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 
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(5) The Board shall perform the following functions: 

(a) it shall consider the fisheries management and 
development plan prepared by the Fisheries Offi
cer in accordance with section 4 of this Act and 
it shall make such comments as it considers ap.;,, 
propriate; 

(b) it shall consider such regulations as may be propo
sed to be passed under this Act and it shall make 
such comments as it considers appropriate; 

(c) it shall consider the annual report prepared by the 
Fisheries Officer in accordance with section 5; 

(d) it shall consider such other matters as the Minister 
or the Fisheries Officer may submit to it. 

PART 3. GENERAL LICENCING PROVISIONS 

An application for a licence is to be made in the prescribed 
form addressed to the Fisheries Officer. 

(1) Subject to subsection two of this section, the Fisheries 
Officer may, with the prior approval of the Minister and 
upon payment of the prescribed fee, grant a licence in the 
prescribed form in respect of any local fishing vessel. 

(2) No application for a licence in respect of a local fishing 
vessel shall be refused except on any of the following 
grounds: 

(a) that it :is necessary to do so in order to allow for 
the proper management and development of any par
ticular fishery in accordance with the terms of 
any fishery management and development plan prepa
red under section 4 of this Act, or 

(b) that the Fisheries Officer is satisfied that the 
applicant will not comply with the conditions of 
the licence, or 

(c) that the vessel in respect of which the application 
is made does not have a valid certificate of inspec
tion where so required under the laws governing 
merchant shipping. 

The Fisheries Officer may, with the approval of the Minister and 
upon payment of the prescribed fee, grant a licence in the pres
cribed form in respect of any foreign fishing vessel. 
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Cancel- 11. (1) 
lation or 
suspension 

The Fisheries Off,icer, may cancel or suspend any licence 
that has been issued in respect of any fishing vessel 
where he is satisfied: 

of 
licences 

Appeals 
against 
licencing 
decisions 

(a) that it is necessary to do so in order to allow for 
the proper management and development of any particu
lar, fishery in accordance with the terms of any fi
sheries management and development plan prepared 
under section 4 of this Act, or 

(b) that the vessel in, respect of which the licence has 
been issued has been used in contravention of this 
A.c.t or of any regulations made thereunder, or of any 
conditions of the licence. 

(2) Where any licence has been suspended or cancelled for the 
reason set out in either paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) 
of subsection 2 of this section, a proportion of any 
fees paid for the licence representing the une~pired 
period shall be reimbursed to the licencee at his request. 

12. A person aggrieved by any decision of the Fisheries Officer 
under section 9 or .11 may within 21 days of the receipt of 
notification. of that decision appeal against it to the Minister, 
whose decision shall be final and binding on the apellant. 

Terms and 13. ( 1) 
nontrans
ferabili ty 

Unless earlier cancelled in accordance with section 11, 
a licence shall be valid for a period not more than one 
year. 

of 
licences (2) Where a vessel licenced as a local fishing vessel becomes 

a foreign fishing vessel, the licence shall terminate 
ipso facto_. 

(3) No licence shall be transferable except with the written 
permission of the Fisheries Officer which is to be en
dorsed upon such licence. 

Licences 14. (1) 
subject 

A licence issued under this Act or any regulation shall 
be subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, or 
as may be otherwise endorsed upon such licence by the 
Fisheries Officer, and such conditions may include any 
or all of the following: 

to 
conditions 

(a) the areas in which fishing is authorized; 

(b) the period during which fishing is authorized; 

(c) the spec~es, size, sex and quantities of fish that 
may be taken; 
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(d) the methods by which fish may be taken; 

(e) the types, size and amount of fish gear that may 
be used by the fishing vessel; 

(f) statistical and other information required to be 
given by the master of the fishing vessel to the 
Fisheries Officer, including statistics relating 
to catch and effort, and reports as to the posi
tion of vessel;, 

(g) the marking of the vessel and other means for its 
identification; 

(h) such other terms and conditions as the Fisheries 
Officer may consider necessary or expedient for 
the conservation, management and development of 
fisheries resources of Trinidad and Tobago. 

(2) In addition to the terms and conditions which may be 
imposed on any ·licence under the preceding subsection, 
the Fisheries Officer may make applicable to foreign 
fishing vessels the following terms and conditions: 

(a) entry by foreign fishing vessels to Trinidad and 
Tobago ports, whether for inspection of catch or 
any other purpose; 

(b) the specification of point of entry into and depar
ture from Trinidad and Tobago fisheries waters; 

(c) the reporting of the position of the foreign fishing 
vessel while within Trinidad and Tobago fisheries 
waters; 

(d) the posting of bonds or other forms of security for 
the duration of the licence; 

(e) the appointment of a local agent or representative 
able to accept legal or financial obligations on 
behalf of the owner or charterer; 

(f) the installation and maintenance in working order of 
equipment for the identification and location of the 
vessel and of adequate navigational equipment to enable 
its position to be fixed from the vessel; 

(g) the carriage on board of specified communication 
equipment, specified nautical charts, nautical publi
cations and nautical instruments; 
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(h) the training of citizens of Trinidad and Tobago in 
the methods of fishing employed by the foreign 
fishing vessels and the transfer of technology 
relating to fisheries to Trinidad and Tobago citizens; 

(i) the conduct by the foreign fishing vessel of specified 
programmes of fisheries research. 

15. It shall be a condition of the licence that a copy of the 
licence shall be carried on board any licenced fishing ves
sel, and made available to any authorized officer or obser
ver upon request. 

Naviga- 16. (1) 
tion and 

It shall be a condition of the licence that there shall 
in respect of each foreign fishing vessel be maintained 
on board a navigation log and fishing log, which shall 
be made available to any authorized officer on request. 

fishing, 
logs 

(2) The Fisheries Officer may prescribe the information that 
the navigation or fishing log is to contain, and the form 
in which such information is to be recorded, 

PART 4. FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS 

Entry and 17. (1) 
fishing 

No foreign fishing vessel shall: 

by foreign 
fishing 
vessels 
within the 
fisheries 
zone 

Foreign 
vessel to 
observe 
navigation 
laws 

(a) enter within the fisheries zone except for the 
purpose of passage through the zone or for any 
other purpose recognized by international law; 

(b) fish within the fisheries zone; 

(c) load, unload or tranship any fish within the fisheries 
zone; or 

(d) load or unload any fuel or supplies within the fisheries 
zone, 

Unless licenced so to do under this or any other Act; 

(2) The fishing gear of any foreign fishing vessel which is 
prohibited by this section from fishing within the fisheries 
zone shall, while the vessel is whithin that zone, be 
stowed in such manner as may be prescribed. 

18. No licence issued under this Act shall relieve any foreign 
fishing vessel or its master or crew of any obligation or 
requirement imposed by law concerning navigation, customs, 
immigration, health or other matters. 
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Observers 19. (1) The Fisheries Officer may appoint one or more 
observers for the purpose of monitoring the opera
tions of foreign fishing vessels licenced under 
section 10. 

(2) The costs incurred in monitoring the operations referred 
to in subsection 1 of this section shall be reimbursable 
by the licence holder to the Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago at the request of the Fisheries Officer. 

Refusal 20. Whoever being master of a foreign fishing vessel licenced 
to permit under section 10 fails or refuses: 
etc., 
observer 
on board 

Minister 21. 
may 
permit 
scientific 
research 

(a) to permit or assist an observer to come and remain on 
board; 

(b) to examine the vessel's navigation charts and instruments 
logs, fishing logs, and recorder, fish, cargo or equipmen1 

(c) to provide to the observer accommodation equivalent to 
those provided to the vessel's officers; 

(d) to permit where possible an observer to send or receive 
radio messages at any time; or 

(e) to permit an observer to observe the vessel's fishing 
operations; 

(f) to reimburse the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in 
accordance with section 19 (2) of this Act 

is guilty of an offence. 

PART 5. MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

(1) The Minister may grant permission for any vessel or 
person to undertake research into marine fisheries 
or other marine resources in the fisheries zone and 
in doing so may exempt such vessel or person from 
any of the provisions of the Act. 

(2) The Minister may attach such conditions as he may think 
fit to any permission granted for research into marine 
fisheries or into any other marine living resources in 
the fisheries zone. 

(3) Any permission granted by the Minister for research 
and any conditions attached to that research shall be 
in writing. 
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(4) Any person who conducts marine scientific research 
except in acoordance with any condition or conditions 
attached to the permission granted to him shall be 
guilty of an offence. 

PART 6. MARINE RESERVES 

22. The Minister may by notice published in the Official Gazette, 
declare any area of the fisheries zone and, as appropriate, 
any adjacent or surrounding land, to be a marine reserve where 
he considers that special measures are necessary: 

(a) to afford special protection to the aquatic flora and 
fauna of such areas and to protect and preserve the 
natural breeding grounds and habitats of aquatic life, 
with particular regard to flora and fauna in danger of 
extinction; 

(b) to allow for the natural regeneration of aquanc life in 
areas where such life has been depleted; 

(c) to promote scientific study and research in respect of 
such areas; or 

(d) to preserve and enhance the natural beauty of such areas. 

Fishing, 23. (1) 
dredging, 

Any person who, in any marine reserve, without permission 
granted under this section: 

etc., 
prohibited 
in marine 
reserves 

(a) fishes or attempts to fish; 

(b) dredges, extracts sand or gravel, discharges or deposits 
waste or any other pollution matter, or in any other 
way disturbs, alters or destroys fish or their natural 
breeding grounds or habitats; or 

(c) constructs or erects any building or other structure 
on or over any land or waters within such reserve 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary con
viction to a fine not exceeding 

~-----

(2) The Minister, or the person authorized by him in writing, 
may give permission to do any of the things prohibited 
under this section where the doing of such things may be 
required for the proper management of the reserve or 
for any of the purposes ref erred to in the preceding 
section. 
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24. The Minister may make regulations generally for the management 
and protection of marine reserves. 

Goverment 
may make 
regulations 
for marine 
reserves 

PART 7. PROHIBITED FISHING METHODS 

Prohibi- 25. (1) Whoever 
ted 
methods 
of 
fishing 

(a) uses any explosive, poison, or other noxious substance 
for the purpose of killing, stunning, disabling or 
catching fish, or in any way rendering fish more 
easily caught; or 

(b) has in his possession or control any explosive, poison 
or other noxious substance in circumstances indicating 
an intention of using such explosive, poison or other 
noxious substance for any of the purposes referred to 
in the preceeding paragraph 

is guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any explosive, poison or other noxious substance found on 
board any fishing vessel shall be presumed, unless the 
contrary is proved, to be intended for the purpose referred 
to in paragraph (a) of subsection (1). 

(3) Whoever lands, sells, receives or is found in possession 
of any fish taken in contravention of paragraph (a) of 
subsection (1), knowing or having responsable cause to 
believe them to have been so taken, is guilty of an 
offence. 

Possess:ion 26. Whoever uses for fishing or, except as permitted by regulations 
of respecting the stowage of gear, has on board any vessel within 
prohibited the fisheries zone: 
fishing 
gear 

Power to 
stop, 
board, 
inspect, 
etc. 

(a) any net the mesh size of which· is less than the prescribed 
minimum mesh size for that type of net; or 

(b) any other net or other fishing gear which is prohibited 
by the Act 

is guilty of an offence. 

PART 8. ENFORCEMENT 

27. For the purpose of ascertaining whether there is, or has been 
a contravention of this Act, any authorized officer may without 
a warrant: 
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(a) at all reasonable hours enter any premises other than 
premises used exclusively as a dwelling-house; 

(b) stop, board and search 

(i) any fishing vessel within the fisheries zone; or 
(ii) any local fishing vessel within or outside the 

fisheries zone; 

(c) stop and search any vessel or vehicle transporting or 
reasonably suspected of transporting fish or fish pro
ducts; 

(d) make such examination and inquiry as may appear neces
sary to him concern:ing any premises, vessel or vehicle 
in relation to which any of the powers conferred by 
this section have been or may be exercised, and take 
samples of any fish p~oducts therein; 

(e) require any person to produce his licence if it appears 
to the authorized officer that such person is doing or 
has done an act for which a licence is required under 
this Act; and 

(f) require to be produced and examine any fishing gear, 
nets or other fishing appliance, whether at sea or 
on land. 

Powers of 28. (1) Where he has reasonable grounds for believing that this 
entry, Act has been contravened an authorized officer may, 
seizure, without a warrant within the fisheries zone: 
arrest, 
hot pursuit, 
etc. 

(a) arrest any person who he believes has committed an 
offence and, if the authorized officer is not a 
police officer, he shall fortwith deliver such 
person to a police officer; 

(b) in the case of an offence against sections 17 or 
25 seize any vessel (together with its equipment, 
stores, carzo and catch) which he believes has 
been used in the commission of such contravention 
or in respect of which he believes such contraven
tion has been committed, and take such vessel and 
its crew to the nearest or most convenient port 
and detain such vessel. 

(c) seize any fishing gear, instruments or appliances 
which he believes have been used in such contra
vention; 

(d) seize any fish which he believes have been taken 
or fish products produced in the contravention; 
and 
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(e) seize any explosive, poison or other noxious 
substance which he believes has been used or 
is possessed in contravention of section 25. 

(2) Where the vessel is foreign, the arrested vessel and 
its crew shall be promptly released upon the posting 
of such bond or other security as may be prescribed 
by regulation, 

(3) Where following the commission of an offence under this 
Act by any foreign boat, such foreign fishing boat is 
pursued beyond the limits of the fisheries zone, the 
powers conferred on authorized officers under this 
section shall be exercisable beyond the limits of 
the fisheries zone in the circumstances and to the 
extent recognized by international law. 

(4) After a yessel has been stopped under the provison of 
this section any authorized officer may, concerning it 
or in relation to any fish or fish products therein, 
exercise any of the powers conferred by paragraphs (d), 
(e) and (f) of section 27. 

(5) A written receipt shall be given for any thing seized 
under section (1) by the authorized officer to the 
person from whom the seizure is made. 

Disposal 29. (1) 
of fish 

Any fish, fish product or otherarticle of a perishable 
nature seized under the provisions of section 28 may, 
on the direction of the Fisheries Officer, be sold, and 
the proceeds of sale held pending the outcome of any 
prosecution brought under this Act and if no such pro
secution is brought, such proceeds shall be paid to 

and other 
perishable 
articles 

the owner of the fish, fish products or other article 
sold. 

(2) Any fishing vessel, gear, instrument or appliance, or 
vehicle seized under section 28 which is not ordered 
to be forfeited under section 35 shall be returned to 
its owner. 

(3) Where any fishing vessel, gear instrument, or appliance, 
fish, fish product or other article or vehicle ha.s been 
seized under section 28 the court may order its release 
on receipt of a satisfactory bond or other security from 
any person claiming such property, conditioned on such 
person: 

(a) delivering such property to the court upon the order 
of the court, without any impairment of its value or; 

(b) paying the value of such property in accordance with an 
order or judgement of the court. 
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30. 

31. 

32. 
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PART 9. OFFENCES AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

Whoever commits an offence against this Act or any regulation 
for which no specific penalty is provided is liable upon 
summary conviction to a fine of_~--~ 

Whoever wilfully obstructs any authorized officer or observer 
in the exercise of any power conferred by Act or by regula
tions made hereunder is guilty of an offence and is liable 
on surrnnary conviction to a fine of or to a term of im-
prisonment of or both. 

Whoever fails to comply with any lawful inquiry or requirement 
made by an authorized officer in accordance with the provisions 
of section 27 is guilty of an offence and liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of 

Offences 33. (1) 
involving 
foreign 

The master, owner or charterer of any foreign fishing 
vessel which contravenes subsection (1) of section 17 
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of fishing 

vessels 

Offences 34. 
involving 
local 
fishing 

----
(2) The master, owner or charterer of a foreign fishing 

vessel which contravenes the conditions of a licence 
issued in accordance with section 10 or which contra
venes any measures regarding the stowage of fishing 
gear prescribed pursuant to subsection 2 of section 17, 
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary convinc
tion to a fine of ----

Whoever operates a local fishing vessel in the fisheries 
zone without a valid licence when so required by virtue of 
this Act or having such a licence operates a local fishing 
vessel in contravention of the conditions attached to such 
a licence in accordance with section 14 of this Act or in 
contravention of the provisions of section 15 of this Act 
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of 

Forfeiture 35. When any person is convicted of an offence against this 
Act the court may, in addition to any other penalty it 
may impose, order that any fish caught or fish product 
produced in the commission of such of fence or the proceeds 
of sale of any fishing gear, instruments or appliance under 
section 29 and, in the case of any offence under section 17 
or 25, any vessel (together with its equipment, stores, cargo 
and catch) used in the commission of such of fence or in res
pect of which such offence has been committed, shall be 
forfeited to the Governmen4 and if so forfeited shall be 
disposed of in such a manner as the Minister may direct. 
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Presump- 36. All fish found on board any fishing vessel used in the 
tion commission of an of fence un~er this Act or in respect 

of which any such offence has been committed, shall, 
unless the contrary is proved, be presumed to have been 
caught in the commission of such offence. 

Power 
to 
mitigate 
penalties, 
etc. 

37. The Minister may: 

(a) compound any proceedings for an offence or for the 
condemnation of any thing as being forfeited under 
this Act; 

(b) restore, subject to such conditions, if any, as he 
thinks proper, any thing forfeited or seized under 
this Act. 

Offences 38. Any offence against any of the provisions of the Act or 
triable any regulations made thereunder committed within the 
as if 
committed 
within 
limits 
local 

of 

fisheries zone by any person, or any such offences com
mitted outside such waters by any citizen of or person 
ordinarily resident in Trinidad and Tobago, or by any 
person on board any local fishing vessel, shall be 
triable in any court of Trinidad and Tobago as if such 

jurisdiction offence had been committed in any place of Trinidad 

Regula -
tions 

and Tobago within the local limits of the jursidiction 
of such court. 

PART 10. GENERAL 

39. (1) The Minister may make regulations generally for the 
proper management, development, and regulation of 
marine fisheries. 

(2) In particular, without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing subsection the Minister may make regulations 
for all or any of the following purposes; 

(a) to provide for the licencing, regulation and 
management of any particular marine fishery; 

(b) to establish closed seasons for all areas or 
species of fish, or for designated areas or 
species; 

(c) to prescribe limitations on the amount, size and 
weight of fish caught and retained or traded; 

(d) to prescribe minimum mesh sizes; 

(e) to prescribe prohibited fishing areas for all 
fish or for certain species of fish, or for certain 
methods of fishing; 
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(f) to prescribe certain prohibited methods 
of fishing; 

(g) to prescribe the amount of fish that may be 
caught incidentally when fishing for a species 
for which a licence has been issued; 

(h) to make provision fQ_r the management of marine 
living resources other than fish in the fisheries 
zone; 

(i) to provide for the registration and licencing of 
marine fishermen, fishing gear and other fishing 
appliances; 

(j) to regulate or prohibit the erection, maintenance, 
working, repair and lighting of fishing stakes in 
the fisheries zone; 

(k) to organize and regulate sport fishing in the 
fisheries zone; 

(1) to establish the conditions to be observed by 
foreign fishing vessels while within the fisheries 
zone; 

(m) to prescribe the procedures to be followed for joint 
venture proposals in fisheries, and the conditions 
to be fulfilled by such ventures; 

(n) to prescribe the nationality of persons permitted to 
be employed or carried on fishing vessels; 

(o) to make provisions for the lodging of bonds and other 
forms of security for the fulfilment of any obligations 
attaching to a licence; 

(p) to make provisions for points of entry, exit, and 
transit through the fisheries zone by any fishing 
vessel licenced to fish by virtue of the provisions 
of this Act; 

(q) to make provision for the installation and maintenance 
in working order of a transponder or other equipment 
for the identification and location of a fishing ves
sel, and of adequate navigational equipment to enable 
its position to be fixed from the vessel; 

(r) to make provision for the appointment by the owner of 
a foreign vessel of a legal representative or other 
authorized local agent in Trinidad and Tobago for the 
purpose of accepting responsibility for any matters 
arising under the provision of this Act; 
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(s) to make provision for the stowing of fishing 
gear by foreign fishing vessels while in tran
sit through the fisheries zone; 

(t) to prescribe the powers to be exercised by autho
rized officers; 

(u) to designate persons or classes of persons to be 
authorized officers for th~ purposes of this Act; 

(v) to make provision for rewards being made to authori
zed officers on local fishermen for reporting the 
presence of foreign fishermen operating in the 
fisheries zone; 

(w) to prescribe the conditions and procedures of appli
cation for any licences, certificates or other 
documents required under this Act or any regulations 
made thereunder, their form and the amount of fees 
and deposits payable therefore; 

(x) to improve the collection of statistics and to 
require any person engaged in marine fishing, 
marketing, processing or marine fish culture, 
including any fish dealer, to supply such infor
mation as may be necessary for the effective mana
gement and development of marine fisheries; 

(y) to provide for procedures to be followed in making 
appeals against a refusal to issue, cancellation, 
nonrenewal or suspension of licences pursuant to 
section 11. 

(z) to prescribe any other matter required or authorized 
to be prescribed under this Act. 

(3) The Minister may, by regulation, provide that the breach 
of any regulation shall constitute an offence and may 
provide for penalties by way of fine. 

40. The President may, by Order published in the Gazette, exempt 
any person, or vessel, or any type or class of person, or 
vessel from any of the requirements of this Act. 
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Annex 3 

Suggested Log-book for Industrial Fisheries 

Page of pages 

Port Day Month Year Vessel Name 
--------~ 

Flag Country ________ _ Vessel Departed 

Trip No·-~--~198 
No. of Crew (including captain) Vessel Returned 

Gear l/ Target 
Specifications- Species 

Shrimp trawi c:J 
Fish trawl c::J 
Purse seine CJ 
Traps/divers CJ 
Hand lines CJ 
Longlines CJ 

(Separate page to be used for each gear) 
Activities 

Departure ------+ Date Hours Acti- Area Catch Date Hours Acti- Area Catch 

Steaming ~ vities fished (kg) vities fished (kg) 
(~o.) (No.) 

Searching~ 00 1200 
Fishing l 22. 2 Z 2 l)(}'jo 30 

OtherJ.I I( 0100 l~ 30 30 
Return :t-------

0200 l~ 
(use of symbols) 30 30 

Percentage compositi.on o~ l~ 30 30 
of daily total catch 

otvoo by we5ght l~ 30 . 30 
Species Percent 

o~ 1700 
1. (list here the 30 30 

2. species most o~ l~ 
3. likel:i: to 

30 30 be 

4. caue:ht) 0700 l~ 30 30 
s. 

o~ 2~ 
6. 30 30 

to 14. o~ 2100 
30 30 

15. mixed fishes 

16. discards l~ 
30 

2200 
30 

1100 
30 2~ 30 
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Marine Fisheries Act, 198 

Foreign Fishing Vessel Licence 

No.". o. o •• 

Issued to ••• 0 0 &" 0 0 0 0 0 D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 G 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 °0 0 0 0 

Address ••••• 

Name and Address of Owner of Vessel if Different from Above ••••••••••. 

Name and Address of Agent of Other Legal Representative in Trinidad and 

Tobago • •••• o ••••••• o • o ••••••••• o ••• o •••••• o o •••••••••••••• o ••••••• e •• o •• 

Name and Address of Master of Vessel •••••• 

Name of Vessel •••••••••••• 

Type of Vessel . ...... o ••••••••••••••••••• o • o ••••• "' •••••• e •••••••• o •••••• o 

Port and Country of Registry ••••••• 0000000000000000000000•••••00000000000 

Registration Number •••••••••••.•••• 

Fishing Vessel Identification Mark. 

Length ••••...•.•.•••.•• o .Registered Net Tonnage ••••.••••.••••. 

Engine Horse Power . .................. " .... ., ............... o ••••••••••• o •• 

Radio Call Sign . .................... Frequency . ....... o ••••••••••••••••••• 

The vessel, details of which appear above, is hereby authorized to do such 
of the following in the fisheries zone as may be indicated on this licence: 

Description of Fishing Operations Authorized •••.•••••.•••••.•.•••••.•••••• 

oooooooooooooooo•oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo!l'OOOOOOoeeeeo•••• 

••••oooooe•ooooooooo•ooooooeooeo•oooooooooooooooooooeooooeoooooooooooooo•~ 
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Areas to be Fished ... "'. o o ~, ••••• ~ ••••• , o, o •• o •.•• ". o ••••••••••• o ••••• o •• o 

Species to be Taken . . ~ .. ., ... o ••• , • o •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• , , ••••• o 

000000<100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

Authorized Landing Plq.ces . .. , . , .... o ••••••••••• o ••••••••• o .............. . 

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000& 

Fishi~g Gear to be Used . ............................... o ••••• o ••••• o .... . 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0' 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 D 0 0 0 O 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 q 

This Licence is valid for the period coIQillencing. 

until •. 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 ' 0 Date of Issue •••••••••••. 

Fees Paid o a o •••••••••••••••••• o ••• o • o o ••••••• 

Signature of Issuing Officer 

This permit is granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. The holder shall comply with and ensure that the vessel is used in 
conformity with the provisions of the Marine Fisheries Act, 198 
~nd any regulations made thereunder. 

2. (Here insert any other coi;iditions to which licence is subject). 
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Fisheries Legislative Reports 

1. Fisheties Legislation in Cayman Islands, by E.R. Fideil and W. Edeson, 
September 1981. 

2. Fisheries Legislation in St. Lucia, by W. Edeson, September 1981. 




