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 IN NUMBERS   

 
 

2 million 

people severely food insecure 

(IPC Phases 3 and 4, August 2016) 

 

 

 

75 %  

of Central Africans rely on agriculture for 

their food and income 

 
 

USD  78 million 

needed for the implementation of 

FAO’s  emergency and resilience 

programme 

 

KEY POINTS  

 Without support to revitalize the agriculture sector (crops, forestry, livestock and fishery), many former combatants and youths 
will not be able to find jobs and reintegrate into their communities, remaining extremely vulnerable and compromising peace 
efforts in the country. 

 According to results of the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, released in August 2016, there’s an 
alarming deterioration of the food security situation with 40 percent of the total population severely food insecure. 

 Food security assessments carried out by FAO, in collaboration with WFP, government agencies and Food Security Cluster 
partners, indicated that compared with pre-crisis levels, cereal production decreased by 70 percent, fisheries’ output is down by 
40 percent, and cattle population has declined by 46 percent. 

 FAO will extend the increased support to the Central African Republic with the application of Level 3 protocols until 
31 December 2016, as the scale, scope, urgency and complexity of the situation is deemed a corporate priority based on the 
Organization’s mandate.  

 It is critical to support the Government in its effort to restore the agriculture sector to allow farming families to improve their 
capacity to produce, secure access to food and generate sufficient income to strengthen their livelihoods. 
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BACKGROUND   

A constitutional referendum, and legislative and presidential elections, were held in December, February and March 2016, 
respectively, in the effort to pave the way for a long lasting peace in the Central African Republic. The elections have marked the end 
of the two-year conflict and the beginning of a national recovery process. To formalize the return of the country on the international 
stage and in order to establish early recovery processes and consolidate peace, the Brussels conference for the Central African 
Republic will take place on 17 November 2016, during which the Government will present its strategy to restore the agriculture 
sector ‒ driving force of the economy ‒ and increase resilience. Despite an improving political situation, humanitarian needs remain 
of concern with 2.3 million people in need of humanitarian assistance. Thus, agriculture and livestock support remains crucial to 
allow vulnerable farmers and herders to secure food and income and increase their resilience. 
 

INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION 
October 2014 (crisis) August 2016 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

Assessments conducted by the Food Security Cluster – co-led by FAO and WFP – indicate an alarming deterioration of the food security 
situation over the past year. Compared with pre-crisis levels, cereal production is down by 70 percent, fisheries output by 40 percent, and 
cattle population has declined by 46 percent. Production of cotton and coffee – two key cash crops – is estimated at 42 and 28 percent 
lower than pre-crisis levels. 

Killings and looting brought the number of cattle down to almost half compared with pre-crisis levels, and the number of goats and sheep 
shrank by as much as 57 percent. Damage to infrastructure and insecurity has limited fishing activities, resulting in 40 percent less fish 
caught in 2015 than in 2012. People have seen their purchasing power shrink by about one-third in 2015 compared with 2012, and 67 
percent of the people surveyed reported that they have less food than in the previous year. 

In order to address the situation, it is essential to contribute to the development of agricultural small business to improve vulnerable 
youth employment and post-conflict economic reintegration through the Youth Initiative Programme, to avoid a return to violence. 
Need to develop a real policy in the long term DDR to allow the return of ex-combatants into their communities. 

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING TARTARGETSFUNDING    

2016 RESPONSE TO DATE SUMMARY 2015   2016 TARGETS AND RESPONSE TO END OF YEAR  

 
618 000  people reached  
(123 600 households) 

 
850 000 animals vaccinated and treated 
against pest of small ruminants and contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia 

 
3 311 tonnes of groundnut, cereal and sesame seeds  and 320 
400 tools distributed  

 53 400 ha of land planted with a production of  42 720 tonnes 
of food crops; and 1 650 ha of land planted with a production 
of 4 900 tonnes of vegetables – enough to generate income 
and support social and economic welfare  

 2 456 farmer associations (45 000 households) supported, 
improving their technical capacities and resilience through 
cash-for-work activities; USD 690 000 saved and USD 950 000 
loaned to members through savings and loan schemes  

 

 

  

A total of 60 000 households targeted, of which 35 000 
for the second cycle of the agricultural campaign and 
25 000 for vegetable seed distribution during the 
irrigated season 

 
 

 
Support livestock and transhumant activities through 
vaccination of 1.25 million animals; implement 
income-generating activities; set up local committees 
for conflict management; provide animal feed; and 
enhance small livestock production through Animal 
Health Protection activities, provision of breeding 
nuclei and revitalizing of marketing channels 

 
Enhance small fish farming processing techniques and 
implement income-generating activities benefiting 
1 200 households 

 

Provide seed, tools and vouchers to seed multiplier 
groups and market gardeners  

 Restore livelihoods and build local resilience: caisses 
de résilience approach, good agricultural practices 
(farmer field schools [FFS] and livestock FFS), 
community savings and loan mechanisms (tontines 
améliorées), income-generating activities, cash-for-
work 

  

 
Boost local and national food security capacity 
through monitoring and analysis, cluster coordination 
 

 

FUNDING   ASSESSMENTS  

 

 The latest Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) 
conducted by FAO and WFP (February 2016) indicated that the 
country's overall crop production in 2015 remained 54 percent 
below the pre-crisis average, despite a 10 percent increase from 
2014 (mostly due to a rise in cassava production). The next CFSAM is 
planned to be carried out in December 2016. 

 
 

FAO requires 
USD  86 million 

To assist 
1.55 million people 

 

Resource partners: Governments of Belgium, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States of America, the European Union and ECHO, the 
Fonds Bêkou, the African Development Bank, the United Nations (Central Emergency Response Fund, MINUSCA, GEF), the Common Humanitarian Fund for the Central 
African Republic, UN Women and the World Bank. 
 

CONTACT 

Jean Alexandre Scaglia |  FAO Representative  | Bangui, Central African Republic |  JeanAlexandre.Scaglia@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon  |  Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division and Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience  |  Rome, Italy  |  
Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org 

9%

91%

Funding to-date:
USD 8 million

Funding gap:
USD 78 million


