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 IN NUMBERS   

   

2 million 

people severely food insecure 

(Integrated Food Security Phase 

Classification [IPC] Phases 3 and 4, 

August 2016) 

75%  

of Central Africans rely on 

agriculture for their food and 

income 

USD 55.7 million 
needed for the 

implementation of FAO’s  
2017 emergency 

programme 

 

USD 73 million 
needed to support the 

Government’s Resilience 
Programme for 2017 (of 

USD 502 million 
 for five years) 

KEY POINTS  

 According to results of the latest IPC analysis and its projection until the end of 2016, there’s an alarming deterioration of the food 
security situation with 40 percent of the total population severely food insecure. 

 Food security assessments carried out by FAO, in collaboration with WFP, government agencies and Food Security Cluster partners, 
indicated that compared with pre-crisis levels, cereal production decreased by 70 percent, fisheries’ output is down by 40 percent, and 
cattle population has declined by 46 percent. 

 Following elections, concluded at the beginning of 2016, the Government has developed with the support of FAO and its partners, a 
five year National Plan for Recovery and Peace-building (RCPCA), to gradually transition from humanitarian assistance to rehabilitation 
and resilience strategy. It is critical to support the Government in its effort to restore the agriculture sector to allow farming families to 
improve their capacity to produce, secure access to food and generate sufficient income to strengthen their livelihoods. 

 The importance to rehabilitate, protect and increase the resilience of agriculture and livelihoods have been largely recognized by the 
Government and its partners as a key factor for socio-economic development and peace stabilization. Successfully supporting the 
2017 agricultural campaign is critical to improve food security, increase the availability of food and contribute to lowering food prices.  
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BACKGROUNDKEYPOINTS    

A constitutional referendum, and legislative and presidential elections, were held in December, February and March 2016, respectively, in 
the effort to pave the way for a long lasting peace in the Central African Republic. The elections have marked the end of the two-year 
conflict and the beginning of a national recovery process. To formalize the return of the country on the international stage and in order to 
establish early recovery processes and consolidate peace, the Brussels conference for the Central African Republic has taken place on 
17 November 2016, during which the Government has presented its strategy to restore the agriculture sector ‒ driving force of the 
economy ‒ and increase resilience. The RCPCA ‒ for a total required budget of USD 3.2 billion ‒ has been developed with significant 
technical support of FAO. Its main pillars are the following: (i) support peace, security and reconciliation; (ii) renew the social contract 
between the Government and the population, and its capacity to provide basic services; and (iii) promote economic recovery and boost 
productive sectors to rapidly provide the population with income-generating activities and employment opportunities.  During  the  Brussels  
conference, resource partner commitments for USD 2 billion were recorded and the importance of FAO’s support to restore agriculture was 
recognized as a key economic driver and a fundamental stabilizing factor in the recovery and resilience building process. Thus, focusing on 
livelihoods resilience, youth employment and sustainable natural resource management is crucial to prevent and mitigate future crises. FAO 
has developed a five-year Resilience Programme requesting USD 502 million to assist 2 million people. 

October 2014 (crisis) August-December 2016 
INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

2016 assessments conducted by the Food Security Cluster – co-led by FAO and WFP – indicate an alarming deterioration of the food security 
situation over the past year. Compared with pre-crisis levels, cereal production is down by 70 percent, fisheries output by 40 percent, and cattle 
population has declined by 46 percent. Production of cotton and coffee – two key cash crops – is estimated at 42 and 28 percent lower than pre-
crisis levels. Killings and looting brought the number of cattle down to almost half compared with pre-crisis levels, and the number of goats and 
sheep shrank by as much as 57 percent. Damage to infrastructure and insecurity has limited fishing activities, resulting in 40 percent less fish caught 
in 2015 than in 2012. The nutrition analysis carried out in 2015 in IDP sites and enclaves and preliminary results of the Standardized Monitoring and 
Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) undertaken in several neighborhoods in 2016 indicate that the nutrition situation is still of concern, 
with about 364 000 children (almost one child out of two) stunted. While the security situation is improving in some parts of the country, enabling a 
return of displaced people to their homes, in other regions people are still affected by recurrent violence, causing massive population 
displacements. According to the report of the Commission on Population Movement (October 2016), there are still about 420 681 IDPs living in 
sites or with host families, and nearly 200 000 IDPs have returned to their communities of origin since January 2016).  

In order to address the situation, it is essential to contribute to the development of small businesses based on agriculture to improve 
employment of vulnerable youth and post-conflict economic reintegration through the Youth Initiative Programme, to prevent a return to 
violence. 
 

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING TARTARGETSFUNDING    

2016 RESPONSE TO DATE SUMMARY 2015   2017 PLANNED RESPONSE  

 
618 000  people reached  
(123 600 households) 

 

850 000 animals vaccinated and treated 
against pest of small ruminants and contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia 

 

3 311 tonnes of groundnut, cereal and sesame seeds           
and 320 400 tools distributed  

 

53 400 ha of land planted with a production of  
42 720 tonnes of food crops; and 1 650 ha of land         
planted with a production of 4 900 tonnes of vegetables, 
enough to generate income and support social and    
economic welfare  

 

2 456 farmer associations (45 000 households)         
supported, improving their technical capacities and    
resilience through cash-for-work activities; USD 690 000 
saved and USD 950 000 loaned to members through     
savings and loan schemes 

 

 

 
 

A total of 890 000 people (178 000 households) 
targeted  

 

 

20 000 livestock owners will receive vaccinations 
for their animals  
 
120 000 households targeted for the first two cycles 
of the agricultural campaign and 25 000 for the 
vegetable seed distribution during the irrigated 
season; 13 000 displaced households will be 
supported through emergency horticulture. 
Agricultural support will be provided through direct 
seed and tool distributions but also seed and tool 
fairs (vouchers) 

 

To restore livelihoods and build local resilience 
caisses de résilience activities will be implemented, 
as well as good agricultural practices (farmer field 
schools [FFS] and livestock FFS), community 
savings and loan mechanisms (tontines 
améliorées), income-generating activities, cash-for-
work 

 

To boost local and national food security capacities 
through monitoring and analysis, ensuring Cluster 
coordination 

xd 

FUNDING   ASSESSMENTS  

 

 

 
 

The latest Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) 
conducted by FAO and WFP (February 2016) indicated that the 
country's overall crop production in 2015 remained 54 percent 
below the pre-crisis average, despite a 10 percent increase from 
2014 (mostly due to a rise in cassava production). A new CFSAM 
is ongoing and results will be available in January 2017. 
 
 

FAO requires 
USD 55.7 million 

To assist 
890 000 people 

 

Resource partners:  the Government of the United Kingdom and the United Nations Office for Project Services. 
 

CONTACT 

Jean Alexandre Scaglia |  FAO Representative  | Bangui, Central African Republic |  JeanAlexandre.Scaglia@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon  |  Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division and Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience  |  Rome, Italy  |  
Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org 

14% 

86% 

Funding to-
date: USD 8 
million 
Funding gap: USD 
47.7 million 


