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List of Conclusions 

ITEM 2. FMD EPIDEMIC SITUATION IN THE REGION 
 

1. The current situation with SAT2 in Egypt and Libya remains unclear following the epidemics 
in 2012; since the EuFMD/FAO support to surveillance in Egypt stopped in October 2012, 
samples and information have not been provided for analysis. It cannot be concluded that 
circulation has ceased. 

2. The absence of confirmed recent Asia-1 outbreaks in Turkey and Iran suggests that the 
epidemic that started in early 2011 may be over (Appendix 2: December report of EuFMD). 
Recent increase in type A outbreaks in Turkey are the new concern. 

3. The WRL contributes the majority of virus typing information reported through the OIE/FAO 
reference Centres network, but there remain critical gaps in virus typing in some pools, 
particularly in Africa. More work is needed to ensure that the regional laboratory networks 
are supported to undertaken virus typing at national or regional level and submit samples for 
advanced analysis to international RCs. 

ITEM 3. SUMMARY OF EUFMD ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED SINCE OCTOBER 2012  
   

4. Relating to the WRL Contract, a further annual extension for the contract in 2013 was agreed 
on the current basis with allowance for inflation in the cost of services.  

ITEM 4. REPORT ON THE STANDING TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
 

5. The Open Sessions in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain had been a major success and the greater 
involvement of FMD risk managers, and the focus on issues affecting control policy, should 
continue to be a focus of future Sessions.  

6. The Session took note of the findings in the STC Report and endorsed the conclusions. The 
Secretariat should ensure their conclusions are taken up in the development of the work 
plans to be proposed in April at the 40th Session, including the proposal to establish a 
Research Fund. The Special Committee should complete the work on the review of the 
Biosecurity Standards for FMD laboratories, and the Secretariat circulate proposals for 
revision, if any, before the 40th Session. 

ITEM 5. STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE EUFMD COMMISSION FOR THE PERIOD 2013-17 
 

7. Since 11 Member States border countries that are not-free of FMD, and two countries 
(Turkey and Israel) have received frequent incursions from their neighbouring countries in 
the recent past,  for programme purposes the neighbourhood for the EuFMD was defined as 
being the direct land neighbours of the member states and those countries in North Africa in 
the REMESA network whose connections with European countries bring them into our 
neighbourhood.  

8. Beyond the neighbourhood, the main actors in the GfTADS should take the lead and if 
EuFMD support is desired by FAO or OIE then requests for this could be made to the 
Executive;  
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9. As indicated in the Strategy, the EuFMD activities under Pillar 2 activities should be co-
ordinated with FAO and OIE using the GfTADS mechanisms and with the involvement of the 
most at-risk member states; 

10. For Pillar 2 activities, a rolling, medium term (12-24 months) workplan should be developed, 
with a view to the activities being labelled as GfTADS; 

11. That given changing circumstances, and for efficiency, the decisions of the EuFMD Executive 
Committee Sessions on EuFMD activities in Pillars 2 and 3, made every 6 months with the 
participation of the EC, OIE and FAO, who are entitled to participate at the most senior 
levels, should be final and not require or be subject to further GfTADS Committee approvals;  

12. That for emergency actions involving missions or assistance to non-member states, the 
procedures must remain swift and simple and as far as possible, taken with the agreement of 
FAO and OIE, with the full expectation that the GfTADS Management Committee would 
never delay or say no to a proposed emergency action but may wish to support it with their 
capacity; 

13. The EuFMD Constitution provides the legal basis for activities with non-member  states or 
international organisations such as the OIE, for mutual benefit in FMD prevention, 
preparedness or response;  

14. The constitutional mandate for EuFMD activities is given by its member states and not by 
other organisations, and thus provides the basis for the Executive to decide and the 
Secretariat to implement. 

ITEM 6. DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACTION PLAN 
 
Pillar 1 Goal: Increased capacity for FMD emergency management in the European member states 
 

15. Further development of the “training options menu“ was encouraged, and the Executive, 
with the EC, should consider if the training budget per country would be a fixed or variable, 
and the overall training envelope for 2013-14; 

16. The potential advantages of joint courses with the OIE was noted, for example on the 
assessment tool for the PCP which now has a PVS component;  
 

Pillar  2: Reduced FMD risk in the European neighbourhood 
 

17. The West Eurasia FMD management support initiative addresses an important gap and 
should be further developed, for consultation at the Baku Roadmap Meeting and ahead of 
the 40th General Session in April, and the views of FAO and OIE invited on this initiative being 
part of a regional support unit;  

18. The TransCaucasus countries should express their willingness to commit to FMD control 
through entry into membership, before substantial additional assistance is provided;  

19. In the case of the support to Cyprus in promoting  better FMD management in the 
neighbourhood of Israel, meetings organised by EuFMD on FMD control might be arranged 
back to back with meetings of FAO/OIE which would cover, under their lead, other TADs; 

20. In the case of Technical support to REMESA actions in North Africa at the request of member 
states (FR/SP/IT/PO), the Secretariat should make contact with the REMESA Co-Chairs to 
identify any specific requests for assistance, and identify needs for support, and a possible 
work programme;  
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21. Considering that the activities of the WELNET network are promoted by Turkey,  this could 
be a part of the West Eurasia support;  for the FAO led African FMD Laboratory Networks 
(EARLN and RESOLAB), which will in future come under GfTADS,  decisions on further support 
will follow from  request from FAO.  
 

Goal 3. Support to the GfTADS Global Strategy for FMD Control  
 

22. The EuFMD should consider supporting the GfTADS FMD Working Group Secretariat, 
particularly relating to their work in promoting the uptake and use of the PCP and 
assessment tools at regional levels, but not be responsible for final decisions relating to PCP 
assessments;  

23. The EuFMD has a responsibility to support the continued updating and publication of the PCP 
Guidelines, as they are at a vital stage for uptake and application and needed in our own 
member states; 

24. Expertise developed by the EuFMD in the application of the PCP should also be a form of 
support provided to GfTADS; 

25. Regional Roadmaps for PCP progression, with the exception of those involving countries in 
our neighbourhood, are primarily the responsibility of the GfTADS Regions involved; 

26. Continuation of support be given to the WRL with a “bridging” contract funded under the 
EuFMD/EC agreement until a new contract is agreed and in place with the Pirbright Institute, 
that will ensure, inter alia, the continuation of services including the proficiency test services 
(PTS) currently funded for European non-EU member states, the neighbourhood and FAO 
reference centres; 

27. FAO, in co-ordination with GfTADS, should redraft the Global FMD Laboratory Network 
proposal in a way that will enable the EuFMD/EC to be clear that the services to be provided 
are not being covered by the EU-CRL workplan,  and is clear on which services and what 
funding is to provided to the Pirbright Institute and to others.  

ITEM 7. PREPARATION FOR THE 40TH GENERAL SESSION, APRIL 22-24TH ROME 
 

28. The ToR for the STC should include the three functions as proposed by the Executive , with 
the fourth given to a Special Committee, and the Executive would propose a list of four 
names to the 40th Session; 

29. The Special Committee functions in the biennium would include the two points delegated by 
the TC and the committee would be named for “research and development of the FMD 
programme”’; 

30. An “open call” for interest to serve on the Special Committee should be considered for the 
future, and be on the Agenda for the next Executive;   

31.  The list of Special Committee experts, as developed by the STC and Secretariat, should be 
revised and provided by the STC Chairman to the Chairman of the Executive before the 40th 
Session;  

32. Consultants working for EuFMD to implement the activities should not be members of the 
STC but would as part of their Terms of Reference be expected to support the Committee 
work and meetings; 

33. That an FMD expert from each of the 3 FAO Reference Centres for FMD in Europe (UK, 
Belgium and Italy) would be invited to be ex-officio members of the Special Committee.  
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The Chairman also concluded that the official language for the meeting would be English and that 
interpretation in French would not be required, and the official notifications and reporting of 
the Session be made only in English. 

ITEM 9. FINANCIAL SITUATION 
 

34. The positive results of the DG-SANCO financial verification mission were noted; 
35. In relation to expenditure from the EC TF, the change in nature of the programme activities 

that occurred after signature of the financing agreement in 2009 followed decisions of the 
Executive Committee and had resulted in the change in expenditure pattern away from 
equipment and vaccine procurements towards training and services;  

36. No change will be proposed in the budget contributions of member states for 2014 and 
2015; but an agreement in principle reached at the 40th Session to propose an increase at the 
41st Session; 

37. The expenditure in 2013 and subsequent years should achieve savings, including immediate 
action relating to the full time General Service staff position from the budget of 
MTF/INT/011/MUL; 

38. The Commission should look into further possibilities for cost-sharing, for example where 
services are provided to FAO or countries, such as training.  

39. The Secretariat should proceed with the STP scheme in 2013 which has provided training to 
mid-level officers from the MS and additional professional expertise to the Commission, but 
keep the number supported under review. 

ITEM 9. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES   
 

40. Approval was not given to the appointment to the vacant G4 Clerk position, and it was 
considered that the procedure of FAO in this case was unacceptable;  

41. Given the budgetary situation with MTF/INT/011/MUL, the G4 Clerk position should be 
abolished and immediate savings achieved;  

42. The Secretariat should begin discussions with the FAO Corporate services on developing a 
procedure for independent recruitment, as suggested for article XIV bodies to solve similar 
issues that have arisen for other Commissions, by the CCLM (Committee on Constitutional 
and Legal Matters to the FAO Council).  

ITEM 10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

43. The recent report of the CCLM to the FAO Council was noted, in particular relating to the 
consultation procedures for Commissions before the conclusion of agreements; 

44. That any agreement with the FAO should ensure commitment to the reduction in 
administrative obstacles, as required by FAO Council and recent independent reviews of FAO 
relating to the function of Article XIV bodies.   
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Session Report 
 
The Executive Committee of the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
(EuFMD) held its Eighty-Fifth Session at Chania, Crete on the 14-15th February 2013, hosted by the 
Hellenic Republic of Greece. The Session was opened by Dr Spiros Doudonakis, who welcomed the 
participants to Crete.    
 
Members of the Executive Committee present were: Dr Herzog  (UH, Austria, Chairman), Dr Gibbens 
(NG, United Kingdom, Vice-Chairman), Dr Iulia Cohen (Romania), Dr Doudounakis (SD, Greece), Dr 
Carbajo Goni, CVO Spain, (CG), Dr Nahit Yaciocioglu, Turkey (representing Dr Pakdil)  and Dr Ivan 
Soco, Serbia. Apologies were received from Dr Denneberg, Sweden.  
Other participants were Dr Angot (JA, France), and Dr Jeff Hammond (Head of the WRL for FMD at 
Pirbright).  
Observers from the international organizations were Dr Füssel (AEF, Head of Sector, DG-SANCO, 
Brussels), Dr Juan Lubroth (JL), representing FAO, and Dr Domenech (JD) representing the OIE. 
The Secretariat for the 85th Session comprised Dr Sumption (KS, EuFMD Secretary), Dr Ryan (ER, 
EuFMD), Ms Rumich  (NR, EuFMD), Communications Officer, Dr Gregorio Torres (GT), EuFMD Training 
Officer, and Dr Dimitrios Dilaveris (DD), Short Term Professional officer. The list of participants is 
given in Appendix 13. 
 

Item 1. Adoption of the Agenda.  
 
The Agenda (Appendix 1) was adopted without change. The Report of the 84rd Session of the 
Executive was distributed and adopted without further comment. The most recent (December 2012) 
Monthly FMD surveillance report was also distributed, as a compilation of data available to 
EuFMD/FAO-EMPRES (Appendix 2). 

 

Item 2. FMD epidemic situation in the region 

Overview of FMD virus circulation and risk (WRL Report) 

The report was provided by Dr Hammond (Appendix 3). He summarized the data from the WRL 
services provided in 2011 and 2012, and from the OIE/FAO reference centres network meeting held 
in Jerez in October 2012. FMD events in 2012 of concern, which had resulted in higher demand for 
services, were mainly the result of the SAT2 incursions into North Africa and the ongoing Asia-1 
epidemics in Turkey and its neighbourhood. Over 1200 vaccine matching tests had been performed 
and he summarised the results obtained by virus pool, and gave recommendations for the priority 
antigens to be held in the National Vaccine/Antigen banks in the European region. 
 
Discussion 
It was again questioned (see previous Reports) why several antigens were included in the high 
priority list when the VM results indicated a poor match to prevalent circulating strains. Dr 
Hammond gave reasons for this, including effectiveness at high potency in emergency vaccines, long 
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term value of certain antigens, so that recent results should be seen in perspective. The Secretary 
proposed that a column be added to the recommendations table, which was agreed. The extent of 
variation in West Eurasia compared to South America was also raised; KS replied that past reports 
indicated similar levels of antigen variation in South America1 and the extent of variation may linked 
to the extent of circulation and natural immunity, since high and effective vaccination coverage in 
South America seemed to coincide with reduced antigenic variation.  
The WRL Vaccine Recommendations (below) remain unchanged from those given in April 2012: 
 
 

Vaccine Recommendations 
(National & European Antigen Banks)

O Manisa*
O PanAsia -2*
O BFS or Campos
A-Iran-05
A24 Cruzeiro
A22 Iraq 
Asia 1 Shamir*
SAT 2 Saudi Arabia (or equivalent - SAT 2 Eritrea)
A Argentina 01
A Iran 96
A Iran 99
A Eritrea
A Iran 87 or A Saudi Arabia 23/86 (or equivalent)
A Malaysia 97 (or Thai equivalent such as A/Sak/97)*
O Taiwan 97 (pig-adapted strain or Philippine equivalent)*
SAT 1 South Africa
SAT 2 Zimbabwe
A15 Bangkok related strain
A Kenya
A87 Argentina related strain
SAT 1 Kenya
SAT 2 Kenya
SAT 3 Zimbabwe
C Noville

Within category: not in order of importance

HIGH
PRIORITY

MEDIUM
PRIORITY

LOW
PRIORITY

* or additional 
strain

 
 
Conclusions 

1. The current situation with SAT2 in Egypt and Libya remains unclear following the epidemics 
in 2012; since the EuFMD/FAO support to surveillance in Egypt stopped in October 2012, 
samples and information have not been provided for analysis. It cannot be concluded that 
circulation has ceased. 

2. The absence of confirmed recent Asia-1 outbreaks in Turkey and Iran suggests that the 
epidemic that started in early 2011 may be over (Appendix 2: December report of EuFMD). 
Recent increase in type A outbreaks in Turkey are the new concern. 

3. The WRL contributes the majority of virus typing information reported through the OIE/FAO 
reference Centres network, but there remains critical gaps in virus typing in some pools, 
particularly in Africa. More work is needed to ensure that the regional laboratory networks 
are supported to undertaken virus typing at national or regional level and submit samples for 
advanced analysis to international RCs. 

 

Item 3. Summary of EuFMD activities conducted since October 2012  
   
Two reports were provided, one being a brief report (“leaflet”) for distribution on the overall 
programme in the past year, showing how activities relate to the proposed “3 Pillars” of the new 
Strategic Plan (Appendix 4), and the second (Appendix 5) being the 6 month “Narrative report” on 

1 Fernandez et al, Develop.biol Standard vol 35, pp231-235. Gives details on 6 type A subtypes of significance arising in a 8 
year period which did or did not persist in the field.  
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the activities funded under the EC programme.  A short movie on the Open Session at Jerez, Spain, 
was also shown. The Chairman and Executive congratulated the Secretariat on their industry and 
achievements over the past year and suggested the progress needed to be widely known, and that 
the leaflet be sent to all member states and the wider EuFMD network including those participating 
in EuFMD actions in the past years.  

Activities conducted under the framework of the EuFMD/EC Agreement  

The Secretary took the Session through the activities undertaken on the nine components of the 
EuFMD/EC Workplan. Given that the four year agreement with the EC for the programme will be 
completed in September 2013, and that all activities of the Commission are planned on a two-year 
basis with the opportunity to stop or modify activities taken at the Regular Sessions – the “General 
Assemblies” - the major in country programmes such as with the TransCaucasus Countries (TCC) and 
Iran are in a final Phase with activities ceasing (TCC) before the April Session or soon after (Iran).  
He drew attention to issues affecting implementation or progress, in particular: 

1. Surveillance for FMD in Egypt; the good work with Egypt over the period 2010-12, which cost 
< 100k USD and had established excellent working relationships and monthly reporting, had 
now ceased since no decision was taken either by the Executive or the EC in response to the 
FAO request in July 2012 for support following the SAT2 incursions even though the 
recommendation of the 84th Executive was clear on this point2.Given the situation with SAT2 
and other African FMDV in North Africa, this is now a gap of some concern. The Executive 
needs to be aware that it is a primary mandate of the Commission to monitor the risk 
situation in the neighbourhood and a continuity of involvement with countries is usually 
essential to receiving the type of information needed to assess risk. 

2. The implementation arrangements for the gap analysis missions in the Balkan, non-EU 
countries; these missions are now taking place but were behind schedule and had not been 
completed (by Pirbright Institute) before the 85th Session.  

3. Considering that FMDV surveillance through the Lab Networks approach had been positively 
evaluated by the Standing Technical Committee as being excellent value for money, it was 
unfortunate that the objections raised by some parties at the 84th Session had been made on 
a misunderstanding of how EuFMD acted (in supports FAO led Regional Lab Networks in 
Africa) and on the basis of the mandate of Commission decisions taken at the past Executive 
and General Session (Assembly) levels.  

4. That the continuation or revision of the WRL Contract (for 150,000 per annum in 2011-12) 
needs a decision, relating to the period in 2013 before the new EC agreement is signed.  

The financial expenditure on each component was reported under Item 9.  
The Chairman congratulated the Secretariat on the amount of activities managed by the small team 
and on the quality of the reports.  
In discussion, it was agreed that the first two issues are areas of the current work plan and need 
attention by the Chairman, Secretary and EC. Attention to the four topics should be given in the 
future work programme to be presented at the 40th Session for approval.  
 
 

2 84th Session report: “The EuFMD should continue to support the VS in Egypt to undertake surveillance and develop their 
longer term FMD control plan in line with the PCP framework, and the EC is requested to respond to the proposal made 
through the FAO.” 
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Conclusions  
Relating to the WRL Contract, a further annual extension for the contract in 2013 was agreed on the 
current basis with allowance for inflation in the cost of services.  
 

Item 4. Report on the Standing Technical Committee 
 
Professor Paton, Chairman of the STC, outlined the main conclusions and recommendations of their 
report (Appendix 6) via a skype teleconference.  The STC had met twice in the past 6 months, at Jerez 
in October, at the Open Session of the STC, and in Rome in January where they (David Paton, 
Christianne Bruschke and Preben Willeberg) had met for one and half days to review the recent 
EuFMD programme, the strategy document for the future, the concept note for Global Lab network 
support, and to consider the STC and Special Committee roles and the commissioning process for 
research studies.  He indicated that the STC had found the meeting very useful, and came at an 
important time for developing the new programme.  
 
Summary of STC Observations on EuFMD Work Programme (from Appendix 6) : 
Pillar  Activity Comment 
1 Overall This is the main priority and should be adequately funded. 
1 Horizon scanning Very important, for example to take account of changes in the industry 

(e.g. different incentives for livestock keepers) and in technology (e.g. 
modeling to assist in contingency planning). Therefore need broad mix of 
expertise within Special Committee on Research and Programme 
Development. 

1 Training Very successful programme. Good plan to increase reach by e learning but 
need to understand the model for growth and sustainability.  

1 Expertise Need to strengthen expertise in Epidemiology, Economics and Outbreak 
Management within the Special Committee on Research and Programme 
Development 

1 Laboratories Agree value of maintaining proficiency testing to non-EC MS (e.g. 
Balkans). Need to ensure that findings are followed up to secure 
improvements where needed. Should representatives from these labs be 
funded by EuFMD to attend annual meetings of the EC National FMD 
Reference Laboratories? 

1 Vaccines Still need to develop position paper to set out current process and 
possible short-comings in relation to how the public-private partnership 
works to make available new vaccine strains. 

1 Expert Groups The Special Committee on Research and Programme Development is in 
many ways a EuFMD version of what is required within individual MS. 
Worthwhile to review practices in different MS at same time as changing 
EuFMD model. 

1 Biosecurity Need to ensure that there is a lead on this within the Special Committee 
on Research and Programme Development (Bernd Haas) and that this 
person is empowered to review processes. 

2 PCP support Needs to be integrated into wider FAO plans. Doubts over credibility of 
timetables and concern over lack of critical review process. 

2 Middle East  Good idea to better coordinate EuFMD consultancy support to the region. 
EuFMD investment/effort should be as a partnership and linked to local 
commitment to disease control. 

2 Emergency response Egypt model of getting in fast to provide immediate advice, but then 
leaving larger scale (and more expensive) follow-up/programme 
development to others seems a good one. 

   
3 Wider surveillance EuFMD activities need to be integrated into wider FAO plans for Lab 

Networks 
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Regarding EuFMD Research Projects;  he indicated the STC were very much in favor of a fund to 
enable short pieces of applied research to be conducted in a timely manner to help implement 
EuFMD policies on FMD control. The level of funding proposed (200,000 US$/year) seems to be 
appropriate. The studies should continue to be commissioned by the EuFMD secretariat but the 
commissioning process needs to be more transparent and guidance is needed for those asked to 
comment on the suitability of proposals. The commissioning process should not include a fully open 
call for proposals as this would be too cumbersome to manage. The secretariat should propose 
themes that would be priorities for studies, with reference to the research priorities identified by the 
special committee.  Proposals should not overlap with other funded studies and could be grouped for 
review every three months. The special committee could also be asked to help review proposals for 
suitability and to monitor the success of the projects.  A document setting out the modus operandi of 
the future research programme should be drawn up by the Secretariat (KS/ER) for supply to the STC.  
 
The Chairman thanked the STC for their valuable report and commended the use of the Table 
indicating their recommendations relating to the Pillars of the programme. He took note of their 
points on the role of the STC and indicated these would be further discussed in Item 7. 
 
Conclusions 

1. The Open Sessions in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain had been a major success and the greater 
involvement of FMD risk managers in the Session, and the focus on issues affecting control 
policy, should continue to be a focus of future Sessions.  

2. The Session took note of the findings in the Report and endorsed the conclusions. The 
Secretariat were asked to ensure the conclusions of the STC report would be taken up in the 
development of the work plans to be proposed in April at the 40th Session, including the 
proposal to establish a Research Fund, with pre-agreed procedures.  

Report of the Special Committee on Research 

This was provided by Dr Aldo Dekker, Chairman of the Special Committee (Appendix 7), who 
summarised the Closed Session of the Special Committee held in Jerez de la Frontera in October. As 
well as reviewing the priorities for future research, they considered their activities in the “reviewing” 
and “doing” categories, with the second largely as a result of their own salaried work programmes 
rather than those specifically commissioned for the Committee. The current and possibly future 
contributions include:  
 
Reviewing:  

- Biosecurity standards 
- Laboratory techniques for diagnosis and surveillance 
- Models for optimisation of contingency plans 
- Reports of EuFMD funded research 
- Priorities for FMD research 
- Surveillance results from regions bordering EuFMD territory 
- FMD risks from various virus pools. 
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Doing: 
- Collecting information on FMD transmission and risk from EuFMD member states at the 

borders of EuFMD territory, especially South-East Europe, the near East and North Africa 
- Giving advice on EuFMD supported surveillance activities  
- Assisting in the monitoring of vaccination programmes and evaluation of vaccine 

effectiveness in the EuFMD and bordering affected regions  
- Participating as trainers in EuFMD funded real-time trainings 
- Updating the minimal standards for laboratories working with FMDV 
- Provide advice on the safe handling of potentially infectious samples in the field and in 

auxiliary diagnostic laboratories  
- Giving advice on risk from transmission of FMD virus from various pools 
- Prioritising FMD research for funding  
- Creating conditions for mutually recognised validation of available diagnostic tools 
- Giving advice on the fit-for-purpose and the performance of diagnostics 

 
The Chairman thanked Dr Dekker for his Report, and indicated the role of the Special Committee 
would be discussed in item 8.  Dr Gibbens indicated his concern that commissioned studies must 
result in tangible outcomes and therefore the paper on the future research fund must cover this 
aspect of commissioning. Dr Füssel emphasised the importance of the Biosecurity Standards for FMD 
laboratories.  
 
Conclusions 

1. The Special Committee should complete the work on the review of the Biosecurity Standards 
for FMD laboratories, and the Secretariat circulate proposals for revision, if any, before the 
40th Session. 

 

Item 5. Strategic Plan for the EuFMD Commission for the period 2013-17 
 
The Chairman introduced the Item, indicating that since 2005, the Commission had adopted a 4 year 
cycle of Strategic Planning; previous plans were adopted in 2005 and 2009 by the EuFMD General 
Session and the proposals for activities subsequently developed by the Secretariat following 
guidance and decisions of the Executive Committee Sessions and submitted to EC for funding 
approval. The 84th Session at Pirbright had reached several conclusions on the scope and purpose of 
EuFMD activities to be included in the 2013 four-year plan, and following this, a draft Strategic Plan 
developed for Discussion at the current Session of the Executive. He further indicated that to simplify 
implementation arrangements, the Strategic Plan if adopted at this session would be used to develop 
a workplan for actions in the biennium (to 2015 – until the 41st General Session) and submitted as a 
programme for EC approval. This should enable the Secretariat to focus on implementation rather 
than the development and negotiation of actions on a piece by piece basis, which should also have 
the benefit of clear understanding and acceptance of the programme by institutional partners (OIE 
and FAO).  
Keith Sumption then presented the draft Strategic Plan, explaining the three Pillars of the 
Programme to support member states, through better preparedness (Pillar 1), through actions to 
reduce risk of FMD from the European neighbourhood (Pillar 2) and actions to reduce the risk from 
distant sources through support to implementing the Global FMD Strategy of FAO and OIE (Pillar 3). 
A “baseline” of continual capacity to respond to emergency situations would remain, through the 
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agreement with the EC for use of funds in emergency actions that utilise the technical capacity in the 
Secretariat and their network of expertise, and administrative capacity for immediate action. 
 
Discussion 
The document was well received and the concept of the 3 Pillars, and the priority activities within 
each, was strongly supported. Dr Gibbens proposed the emergency response capacity be considered 
part of Pillar 1, as this is supportive to member states irrespective of the focus of the emergency. This 
was supported by the EC and accepted. 
 
Regarding specific actions under each Pillar, attention was drawn to the STC Report in which they 
recommended further work relating FMD antigen/ vaccine banks for use in emergency response, and 
that this should be included under Pillar 1. This was accepted. 
 
Dr Füssel emphasised the importance of clarity in implementation arrangements and the need to 
retain the system whereby decisions at the Executive can be implemented without delays associated 
with further consultation. 
The Chairman clarified the situation on this point; for Pillar 1 activities, the Commission is 
independent in its decision making and in principle its operations. Regarding Pillar 2, the activities 
would follow the GfTADS mechanisms as far possible where these involve non-member states, with 
workplans for 12 or 24 months discussed in advance of ExCom Sessions with FAO and OIE with the 
aim of the actions being on the GfTADS calendar. Since OIE and FAO participate in the ExCom 
Sessions, then adjustments made at Sessions should be final and not require further GfTADS 
endorsements. For efficient implementation, Executive decisions should be final. For Pillar 3, the PCP 
is one area where EuFMD has expertise and capacity to support the Global Strategy and the PCP as a 
tool is needed even for some EuFMD member states, and so the offer is to maintain this valuable tool 
as part of support to the Global Strategy, and provide expertise in this field to actions led by FAO or 
OIE. The agreements being developed with FAO and OIE should ensure reciprocity in sharing plans, it 
cannot be one way.  
Dr Domenech, for the OIE, indicated several concerns, but noted that the agreements being 
developed should assist greatly in achieving the clarity sought and also provided a new opportunity 
for productive collaborations. The OIE understood and accepted the role of EuFMD in the 
development of the PCP and the importance of EuFMD experts for further development of the 
framework and tools. OIE accepted the role EuFMD can play in the Mediterranean basin, West 
Eurasia and Middle-East, but beyond these areas, OIE wants to see added value that EuFMD would 
bring to the work of GfTADS. For inter-regional programming decisions, the Management Committee 
of GfTADS (Juan Lubroth and Monique Eloit) could act in this way if rapid decisions were required. 
For routine programming, GfTADS Secretariat (based in FAO) should assist.  
Dr Herzog indicated that GfTADS procedures were not clear to him or the Committee and wanted 
more clarity, including names and e-mail addresses; all must be clear, decisions transparent and fast, 
and no subsequent complaints when procedures are followed.  
Emergency response issues were discussed; in such situations, co-ordination with  GfTADS should 
assist the co-ordination of missions or their follow-up, but must never delay a delivery needed on an 
emergency basis and requested by a country. The Secretary indicated that EuFMD had a legal basis 
for emergency actions with non-member states should a situation arise where EC or the ExCom had 
agreed an action but FAO or OIE were not in favour of it being labelled as GfTADS. Dr Herzog 
considered the GfTADS Management Committee would surely never delay an emergency action 
requested by countries; and Dr Gibbens supported the point, the Commission would not act in 
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conflict so the procedures were there for transparency and to promote co-ordination. Dr Fussel 
remarked that consultations always involved the possibility of a no, and so it would be dangerous 
and difficult to have situations where the EC had decided and announced an action and others then 
disapproved. The emergency response mechanism the EuFMD provided had been used many times 
and not had failed when needed, so will be important to retain. 
  
The Chairman summarised the position reached, that  

1. Since 11 Member States border countries that are not-free of FMD, and two countries 
(Turkey and Israel) have received frequent incursions from their neighbouring countries in 
the recent past,  for programme purposes the neighbourhood for the EuFMD was defined as 
being the direct land neighbours of the member states and those countries in North Africa in 
the REMESA network whose connections with European countries bring them into our 
neighbourhood.  

2. Beyond the neighbourhood, the main actors in the GfTADS should take the lead and if 
EuFMD support is desired by FAO or OIE then requests for this could be made to the 
Executive;  

3. As indicated in the Strategy, the EuFMD activities under Pillar 2 activities should be co-
ordinated with FAO and OIE using the GfTADS mechanisms and with the involvement of the 
most at-risk member states; 

4. For Pillar 2 activities, a rolling, medium term (12-24 months) workplan should be developed, 
with a view to the activities being labelled as GfTADS; 

5. That given changing circumstances, and for efficiency, the decisions of the EuFMD Executive 
Committee Sessions on EuFMD activities in Pillars 2 and 3, made every 6 months with the 
participation of the EC, OIE and FAO, who are entitled to participate at the most senior 
levels, should be final and not require or be subject to further GfTADS Committee approvals;  

6. That for emergency actions involving missions or assistance to non-member states, the 
procedures must remain swift and simple and as far as possible, taken with the agreement of 
FAO and OIE, with the full expectation that the GfTADS Management Committee would 
never delay or say no to a proposed emergency action but may wish to support it with their 
capacity; 

7. The EuFMD Constitution provides the legal basis for activities with non-member  states or 
international organisations such as the OIE, for mutual benefit in FMD prevention, 
preparedness or response;  

8. The constitutional mandate for EuFMD activities is given by its member states and not by 
other organisations, and thus provides the basis for the Executive to decide and the 
Secretariat to implement. 
 

Item 6. Development of the Action Plan 
 
The Chairman introduced the Item and reminded the Session that the Executive has a responsibility 
to develop a workplan for the biennium and the Secretariat had been asked to develop proposals for 
inclusion in the workplan under the three Pillars. Following this Session, activity plans and budgets 
would be developed before the end of April for the 40th Session.  

Pillar 1 Goal: Increased capacity for FMD emergency management in the European member states 
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FMD TRAINING PROGRAMME  
Proposed activities under this Pillar were introduced by Eoin Ryan (Appendix 8), and a paper relating 
to the further development of the FMD training Programme was given by Gregorio Torres (Appendix 
8 b). The training programme in the past 4 years has been very popular and apparently effective in 
providing experience of FMD clinical signs, outbreak investigation and management issues in the 
immediate response to FMD outbreaks. He also indicated the wider training provided, for example in 
decision support tools and modelling FMD outbreaks for contingency planning, on risk based 
surveillance for incursions, and the Practical epidemiology for Progressive Control (PeP-C) course for 
FMD risk managers in Turkey, Iran and the TransCaucasus. The training had resulted in a network of 
>200 trainees across Europe with the potential to train their national staff (training of trainers ) and 
join EuFMD courses as trainers, and to be nominated for the Community Veterinary Expert Teams 
(CVET) for response to crisis situation in Europe. Retention and updating of their FMD knowledge 
would be important for all participants; and the network provides a form of expert group to guide on 
further training development and identify policy or scientific issues affecting national contingency 
planning. The “trainee network” provides an opportunity to keep the FMD experience alive in Europe 
and could also feed questions and issues to attention of the STC or Special Committee.  
 
Dr Torres suggested a “menu” may be developed with different  training modules or short courses – 
assisted by e-learning tools; and ranging from rapid immersion courses (e.g. for crisis situations, or 
prior to-Real-Time Training) to workshops appropriate to national experts whose work involves 
contingency planning and crisis centre management. Given the range of options, and training 
provided by others, a survey would be conducted across FAO and across the trainee network; and a 
menu of training options developed. The cost per participant of each course would be identified, and 
member states might be given a “training budget”, and asked to apply indicating their selected 
options and trainees, and from the collated responses, an annual workplan and timetable for training 
formed. This system should ensure each training only goes to countries that specifically request it; 
and allows the Executive to get a clear picture of priorities, and gaps (e.g. member states that fail to 
request).  
 
Conclusions 
 

1. Further development of the “training options menu“ was encouraged, and the Executive, 
with the EC, should consider if the training budget per country would be a fixed or variable, 
and the overall training envelope for 2013-14; 

2. The potential advantages of joint courses with the OIE was noted, for example on the 
assessment tool for the PCP which now has a PVS component; 

 
OTHER PILLAR 1 ACTIVITIES 
 
The Chairman indicated that work plans would be developed for the other Pillar 1 activities before 
the 40th Session. For some of these (Tripartite FMD surveillance programme in Thrace, Emergency 
Preparedness for FMD in the Balkan region), discussions on the previous day in Chania would be used 
to develop specific proposals which would be sent for consultation with the Executive members and 
countries concerned.   
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Goal 2: Reduced FMD risk in the European neighbourhood 

REDUCING RISK FROM WEST EURASIA; PROPOSAL FOR A FMD MANAGEMENT SUPPORT UNIT 
 
This was introduced by the Secretary; the EuFMD with EC support had been supporting actions in the 
TransCaucasus, Iran and Turkey for more than 5 years, with major national and bilateral (EuropeAid: 
Turkey, and TransCaucasus) investments in some countries. The West Eurasia Roadmap, and the PCP-
FMD as a framework for developing sustainable national strategy for FMD management, had been 
developed in response to the frequent transboundary epidemics and the interest of countries to use 
their national efforts and inputs to better effect. The West Eurasia Roadmap Meetings are now well 
established on an Annual Basis to review progress in the 14 countries of the region, and EuFMD has 
organised each of these. National, publically funded programmes characterise the region; past 
Roadmap meetings have called for more support to CVOs on management issues, including the 
economics and impact of changing FMD control strategies.  
 
The proposal he outlined (Appendix 9) would involve: 

• Implementing the type of regional technical support unit for FMD management that is 
promoted under the GfTADS Global Strategy, here applied to support Turkey as a member 
state to play a greater regional role;   

• Discontinuing the separate EuFMD/EC projects in the TransCaucasus countries and Iran; 
• maintaining the network of national contact points for FMD information to provide the 

monthly updates on  vaccination programmes and FMD outbreaks; 
• Providing support to PCP related activity plans, with emphasis on the development of 

national strategies (to enter or retain Stage 2, and to move on zonal or national level into 
Stage 3) 

• Developing FMD control programme management skills, through the PeP-C courses and 
training in strategy development and the allied economics disciplines 

• Providing support to changing FMD management, for example in developing regionalisation 
in Turkey and neighbouring countries to manage the animal movement related risks.  

• Greater use of information systems and modelling to explore the effects of interventions or 
changing control measures (epidemiologic and economic modelling).  

• Cessation of inputs such as vaccine purchase, and greater emphasis on national management 
capacity building. In this regard, Turkey had already informally offered to supply national 
staff to support and if required, office space in Ankara.  

 
The full costs of the approach have not been identified; but are expected to be a lot less than the 
inputs to this region in the recent 4 years programme. Further, once established as a co-ordination 
unit, there is potential scalability and cost sharing with additional GfTADS/FAO/World Bank or other 
projects that would pay for training places or international expertise e.g. for countries beyond 
EuFMD neighbourhood. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Chairman recommended the proposal be further developed; the focus on PCP progress, 
particularly FMD national management capacity, was an important trend in the Commission’s work 
with member countries and the neighbourhood. He considered membership of the Commission 
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would be a necessary step for any greater involvement and the TransCaucasus countries should be 
informed of this.  
Dr Füssel indicated that FMD control in Anatolia is of predominant  importance and that EuFMD 
efforts in support of Turkey to improve FMD management were important nationally and regionally.  
Dr Yacicioglu, for Turkey, welcomed the discussion and indicated that the GDFC, Turkey, requested 
further assistance to reduce the risk from West Eurasia and re-iterated their pledge of commitment.  
Dr Füssel questioned the impact of the efforts in Iran and had FMD control improved? The Secretary 
responded that the current Phase of support has been successful in several very important ways, in 
the development for the first time of a national FMD control strategy, and progress in FMD 
management capacity in the all important Province that borders Turkey, Armenia and Iraq, from 
where FMD has entered Turkey in the past; and in establishing subnational network of laboratories 
for early warning and improved local management of vaccination programmes. The last two years 
had seen far greater emphasis on management (compared to surveillance) and the Committee would 
find the progress impressive if they really examined it. Developing management skills are inexpensive 
compared to other inputs and it would be foolish to abandon a growing success.  
 
Dr Lubroth indicated that such a Regional Support Unit was in line with the GftADS Global Strategy 
and may complement or assist for Central Asia also, perhaps in a twin centre approach with other 
experts based in, for example, Kazakhstan.  
OTHER PILLAR 2 ACTIVITIES AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
The Chairman asked the Secretariat to develop a more detailed description and provisional 
workplans for the three other Pillar 2 actions foreseen in the EuFMD strategy, which have the 
purpose of reduced FMD risk in the European neighbourhood.  
On the Pillar 2 activities, the Chairman summed up the discussions, as follows:  
 

1. The West Eurasia FMD management support initiative addresses an important gap and 
should be further developed, for consultation at the Baku Roadmap Meeting and ahead of 
the 40th General Session in April, and the views of FAO and OIE invited on this initiative being 
part of a regional support unit;  

2. The TransCaucasus countries should express their willingness to commit to FMD control 
through entry into membership, before substantial additional assistance is provided;  

3. In the case of the support to Cyprus in promoting  better FMD management in the 
neighbourhood of Israel, meetings organised by EuFMD on FMD control might be arranged 
back to back with meetings of FAO/OIE which would cover, under their lead, other TADs; 

4. In the case of Technical support to REMESA actions in North Africa at the request of member 
states (FR/SP/IT/PO), the Secretariat should make contact with the REMESA Co-Chairs to 
identify any specific requests for assistance, and identify needs for support, and a possible 
work programme;  

5. Considering that the activities of the WELNET network are promoted by Turkey,  this could 
be a part of the West Eurasia support;  for the FAO led African FMD Laboratory Networks 
(EARLN and RESOLAB), which will in future come under GfTADS,  decisions on further support 
will follow from  request from FAO.  

 

Goal 3. Support to the GfTADS Global Strategy for FMD Control  
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The Chairman introduced this Item and made an opening statement on areas where EuFMD actions 
have been important in the past but now need aligned to ensure they are seen as being part of the 
global efforts as well as a continued benefit to member states. Since the risk to Europe can come 
from any location, as it did in the UK in 2001, the Balkans in 1996, and SAT2 into the neighbourhood 
in 2012, then EuFMD member states will expect activities to be promoted by FAO and OIE and others 
in regions beyond the neighbourhood. The PCP, developed largely by EuFMD and now a joint tool of 
EuFMD, OIE and FAO, is one such example and is now at the core of the Global Strategy and also the 
framework for our regional work with the non-free countries in our neighbourhood, including West 
Eurasia. The EuFMD expertise associated with use of the PCP framework has already been useful to 
FAO and OIE in developing Regional Roadmaps in other regions. 
Another major area, supported since the 1950’s, is the maintenance of a reference laboratory service 
in Europe that is able to provide advanced virus typing facilities and assistance to identify suitable 
vaccines for use by at-risk countries, both in Europe but also those directly affected. The EC agreed in 
2011 to take over the support to the WRL that had been provided by EuFMD member states 
contributions; and to consider for the new 4 year programme to support the WRL services to GfTADS.  
 
In relation to the summary, he concluded that: 

1. The EuFMD should consider supporting the GfTADS FMD Working Group Secretariat, 
particularly relating to their work in promoting the uptake and use of the PCP and 
assessment tools at regional levels, but not be responsible for final decisions relating to PCP 
assessments;  

2. The EuFMD has a responsibility to support the continued updating and publication of the PCP 
Guidelines, as they are at a vital stage for uptake and application and needed in our own 
member states; 

3. Expertise developed by the EuFMD in the application of the PCP should also be a form of 
support provided to GfTADS; 

4. Regional Roadmaps for PCP progression, with the exception of those involving countries in 
our neighbourhood, are primarily the responsibility of the GfTADS Regions involved; 

 
GLOBAL FMD LABORATORY NETWORK PROPOSAL 
 
This item was introduced by Dr Lubroth, FAO. The Global FMD Strategy had identified the role and 
services needed from a Global Co-ordinating Laboratory, and Pirbright had been selected for this 
role; the approximate costs of the services it would provide had been identified. At the 84th Session, 
it was agreed that FAO and OIE would provide a proposal “from GfTADS” for consideration by the EC 
and others for funding support. A draft paper was provided but he proposed it was not discussed 
since the OIE had not had time to provide their comments.  He mentioned the EuFMD STC had seen 
it and commented; their comments were in their report. 
 
Conclusions 

1. Continuation of support be given to the WRL with a “bridging” contract funded under the 
EuFMD/EC agreement until a new contract is agreed and in place with the Pirbright Institute, 
that will ensure, inter alia, the continuation of services including the proficiency test services 
(PTS) currently funded for European non-EU member states, the neighbourhood and FAO 
reference centres; 

2. FAO, in co-ordination with GfTADS, should redraft the Global FMD Laboratory Network 
proposal in a way that will enable the EuFMD/EC to be clear that the services to be provided 
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are not being covered by the EU-CRL workplan,  and is clear on which services and what 
funding is to be provided to the Pirbright Institute and to others.  
 

Item 7. Preparation for the 40th General Session, April 22-24th Rome 

Agenda Items for the 40th Session 

The Secretary reminded the Session that there are a number of Statutory Items for the Agenda of 
each Regular (General) Session, but that additional Technical Items are usually included - the 39th 
Session in 2011 had a focus on the economic impact of FMD epidemics, and also a Item on the 
application of the PCP in national regional FMD control programme development.  
 
The STC had made several recommendations for Technical items for the Agenda, as did the 
Secretariat; and it was expected that FAO or OIE would propose an Item relating to the Global 
Strategy.  
 
The Agenda and Technical Items were discussed; Dr Gibbens was in favour of a paper on the change 
in risk in the Mediterranean area following the recent political events, and that this paper be jointly 
prepared, if possible, with the REMESA Co-Chairs;  and to include discussion items on the decline in 
FMD research funding and on the factors, social, political and international, that may affect policy 
and implementation of FMD control in free countries. The Agenda items retained are shown below 
with Items 1 to 8 being of general interest and to be covered on days 1 and 2, and mainly 
administrative and budgetary issues on the morning of Day 3.  
 

Provisional Agenda – 40th Session 
 

1. Agenda Items 
2. Report of the WRL –FMD on global FMD surveillance 
3. FMD management in the European neighbourhood –international co-ordination and capacity 

building after conflict  
4. Report of the Standing Technical Committee (STC) 
5. Technical Items with policy importance for member states (STC Items) 

a. FMD and wild boar: Implications for FMD management of recent findings 
b. Socio-economics and decision making on FMD control policies 
c. The implications of the decline in FMD research funding in Europe  
d. FMD foresight: what changes do we expect over the next 10 years will affect FMD 

prevention and epidemic management?  
6. Follow-up to the launch of the Global Strategy for FMD Control (Bangkok Conference)  
7. Report of the Executive Committee on the actions in 2011-12 
8. The Four year Strategic Plan and the proposed “Pillar” work programmes for the biennium to 

April 2015; 
a. Pillar 1: Better preparedness for FMD crisis management in member states (MS) 
b. Pillar 2: Reducing the risk to MS of FMD in the European neighbourhood  
c. Pillar 3: Support to the Global FMD Control Strategy of FAO and OIE  

 
9. Report on the status of antigen and vaccine banks 
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10. Financial Report, Budget and membership contributions for the biennium 2014-15; 
11. Technical Committees and their membership for the upcoming biennium 
12. Constitutional or legal issues; 
13. Election of the Executive 
14. Any other issues 

The Chairman also concluded that the official language for the meeting would be English and that 
interpretation in French would not be required, and the official notifications and reporting of the 
Session be made only in English. The number of participants requiring French interpretation is now 
very limited and the cost per Session for the Commission is unaffordable. 

Standing Technical Committee and Special Committee – role and procedure  

A review of the Terms of Reference for the STC, following the proposals from Dr Gibbens,  were 
reported in the STC Report (Item 4). Since their recommendations were accepted, the ToR for the 
STC will be proposed as follows to the 40th Session; 
To: 

1. Advise the ExCom and Commission on appropriate measures of success and methodology for 
evaluation of programmes or projects to be taken forward 

2. Maintain an overview of FMD science and technology and global FMD issues to advise on 
appropriate policies or programmes that the Commission should consider 

3. Provide the ExCom and Com with advice on the scientific and technical aspects of any 
proposals for policies or programmes suggested by Members or others 
 

The STC proposed that it would be better if the new Special Committee “on Research and 
Development of FMD Programmes” would be made responsible for:  

• scientific and technical assessment of regular reports or specific evaluations of programmes 
or projects [funded or supported by the Commission] 

• scientific and technical assessment of proposals for research put forward for funding [or 
support] by the Commission. 

 
The STC report also recommended that they should be funded to meet annually with the EuFMD 
Secretariat to review Programme progress and plans. 
  
Relating to the Special Committee, the Secretary presented a proposal (Appendix 10) for a revision 
in the role of Special Committee from being  “for research “ to  “for Research and Development of 
the FMD programme”.  The rationale for this being that the work programme of the EuFMD for the 
next 4 years will have three different strategic goals with considerable technical and context 
differences between the needs of the member states, the neighbourhood countries and for the 
actions supporting global surveillance and the PCP tools associated with Pillars 1 to 3. Thus there will 
be a need for international expertise to guide the Secretariat in developing the programme - and to 
guide the STC and Executive in reviewing the progress and Reports coming from the actions under 
the 3 pillars.  
The paper suggested that the Special Committee members should be associated with specific Pillar 
activities and thus the EuFMD manager responsible for each pillar would ensure that the Special 
Committee members are informed of the programme, receive reports, and the Secretariat would 
manage the flow of reports and feedback. This model should ensure that the Special Committee 
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members are more engaged with the EuFMD programme than at present, and as their focus would 
be on areas of importance in their normal responsibility and daily work , the EuFMD Team are more 
likely to seek their advice and use their expertise.  
 
Following discussion on this Item, and on whether members should be full time Governmental 
agency employees, and whether consultants working with EuFMD or FAO could be members. The 
benefits and difficulties of an Open Call were discussed. 
In summing up the Chairman concluded, that: 
 

1. The ToR for the STC should include the three functions as proposed by the Executive , with 
the fourth given to a Special Committee, and the Executive would propose a list of four 
names to the 40th Session; 

2. The Special Committee functions in the biennium would include the two points delegated by 
the TC and the committee would be named for “research and development of the FMD 
programme”’; 

3. An “open call” for interest to serve on the Special Committee should be considered for the 
future, and be on the Agenda for the next Executive;   

4.  The list of Special Committee experts, as developed by the STC and Secretariat, should be 
revised and provided by the STC Chairman to the Chairman of the Executive before the 40th 
Session;  

5. Consultants working for EuFMD to implement the activities should not be members of the 
STC but would as part of their Terms of Reference be expected to support the Committee 
work and meetings; 

6. That an FMD expert from each of the 3 FAO Reference Centres for FMD in Europe (UK, 
Belgium and Italy) would be invited to be ex-officio members of the Special Committee.  

 

Item 9. Financial situation 

Financial position – Administrative and Programme  

The Secretary presented the financial situation for the three Trust Funds managed for the 
Commission activities. 
 
Administrative Fund: 
 The Statement for MTF/INT/011/MUL, to which the member states contributions are pooled for the 
administration of the Commission is given in Appendix 11. The total expenditure in 2012 was exactly 
as per the expected contributions for the year but almost USD$100,000 over the actual contributions 
received, so the balance declined over the year by about 20%, to USD528,732.    
 
Programme Funds 
Regarding the contributions from the EC, these are received and managed in MTF/INT/003/EEC. A 
separate paper was provided (Appendix 12) to provide an unofficial breakdown of the budget 
situation. The total expenditure of the 4 year project, as of December 2012, was USD$ 8m against a 
total agreed financing contribution of up to USD$ 11.5m. The cash deficit was USD748,670, and a 
request for a 4th financing instalment of €2.5m was made by FAO on the 14th December 2012.   
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Programme funds are also provided through the contribution to the training programme from 
Australia, managed through the MTF/INT/004/MUL . This had received USD$ 250,927 with a further 
150,000 USD$ expected to be contributed shortly.  
 
Conclusions 

1. The positive results of the DG-SANCO financial verification mission were noted, and in 
relation to expenditure drew to attention that the change in nature of the programme and 
expenditure patters , away from procurements towards training and services, was the 
decision of the Executive Committee,  and made on the principle of greater efficiency in use 
of resources;  

Membership Contributions and the Budget to be proposed for the biennium 2013-15 

The membership contributions are a statutory item on the Agenda of the General Sessions and the 
Executive has the duty of making the proposal for contributions in the calendar years 2014 and 2015, 
since the level of 2013 was set at the 39th Session in 2011. He provided a paper on this issue 
(Appendix 13), based on the scenario that an increase in contributions would not be agreed by the 
40th Session in the current economic climate. He illustrated 4 scenarios of expenditure, relating to 
different levels of staffing of the Secretariat; only scenario 4 would involve break-even and this 
would require rather drastic reduction in core staff and short term professional (STP) officer 
positions. Scenario 3 would result in a end of year balance in 2015 that was sufficient to avoid risk of 
adverse exchange rate fluctuations and would retain the STP positions. The first (current) and 
scenario 2 options would deplete the cash reserve over the biennium and run the risk of a substantial 
overdraft. 
 
The budget situation was discussed and several clarifications provided. The Chairman asked the 
Session for their view on increasing the contributions in 2014-15 - the general view was pessimistic 
that an increase would be acceptable. However, it was agreed the situation needs to be brought to 
general attention and an agreement in principle reached on the need for a future increase to be 
proposed in 2015.  
More detail was requested by the Chairman on the part-time or cost sharing (with EC) proposals 
contained within scenarios 2 -4. Retaining a core technical team of two FMD experts (the Secretary 
and deputy) plus a communications/office manager was seen as crucial to maintain the functions of 
the Secretariat. The need for savings was evident and could come from the administrative support 
being provided part-time on a cost sharing basis with the EC programme or, given the scale of the 
administration of the EC programme, potentially put under the EC programme for the new 
agreement.  
 
In conclusion: 

1. The positive results of the DG-SANCO financial verification mission were noted; 
2. In relation to expenditure from the EC TF, the change in nature of the programme activities 

that occurred after signature of the financing agreement in 2009 followed decisions of the 
Executive Committee and had resulted in the change in expenditure pattern away from 
equipment and vaccine procurements towards training and services;  

3. No change will be proposed in the budget contributions of member states for 2014 and 
2015; but an agreement in principle reached at the 40th Session to propose an increase at the 
41st Session; 
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4. The expenditure in 2013 and subsequent years should achieve savings, including immediate 
action relating to the full time General Service staff position from the budget of 
MTF/INT/011/MUL; 

5. The Commission should look into further possibilities for cost-sharing, for example where 
services are provided to FAO or countries, such as training.  

6. The Secretariat should proceed with the STP scheme in 2013 which has provided training to 
mid-level officers from the MS and additional professional expertise to the Commission, but 
keep the number supported under review. 
 

Item 9. Administrative issues   
 
The issue of the appointment to the position of the Clerk to the Commission was discussed. In 
compliance with the EuFMD Constitution, staff appointments to the Commission must be approved 
by the Executive Committee. The Session discussed the case that had arisen whereby FAO had 
moved to place a redeployee into the vacant position in November 2012, after a 10 month delay 
during the freeze in appointments. In FAO all appointments and staff movements in the General 
Service (Clerk) category are managed by Corporate Services, and managers cannot advertise 
vacancies or make an initial selection of candidates. In the case discussed, the Executive Committee 
considered it unacceptable that FAO gave no choice of candidate to the Commission.   The 
Committee discussed the situation and came to the conclusions that: 

1. Approval was not given to the appointment to the vacant G4 Clerk position, and it was 
considered that the procedure of FAO in this case was unacceptable;  

2. Given the budgetary situation with MTF/INT/011/MUL, the G4 Clerk position should be 
abolished and immediate savings achieved;  

3. The Secretariat should begin discussions with the FAO Corporate services on developing a 
procedure for independent recruitment, as suggested for article XIV bodies to solve similar 
issues that have arisen for other Commissions, by the CCLM (Committee on Constitutional 
and Legal Matters to the FAO Council).  

 

Item 10. Any other business 

Legal matters relating to the Article XIV bodies and their external relations 

The Secretary provided a briefing paper (Appendix 14) to the Session on external relations – and 
specifically on the legal basis for concluding agreements between Article XIV bodies and external 
bodies, such as the OIE. The EuFMD Constitution allows for such agreements to be concluded, 
“through the DG of the FAO”, and the recent review of article XIV bodies and their relation to FAO 
and to external bodies provided guidance on the procedures to be followed. 
In summary, Secretaries are empowered to sign agreements with external bodies  after a process of 
consultation has taken place within FAO to identify if the agreement has implications of financial, 
policy or programme consequence for FAO, and that FAO should not interfere with substance except 
in these circumstances.  
In the case of the Memorandum of Understanding with FAO, since EuFMD is a body within the legal 
framework of FAO this is not an external relationship but a working agreement between parts of the 
Organisation. It is unclear who could sign such an agreement but the implication is that Secretaries 
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are the normal signatories for Commissions since the position requires them to operate within the 
legal framework of the Organisation.  
Relating to other aspects such as travel restrictions placed upon Commission staff or consultants, the 
CCLM paper and Director Generals Guidance to staff indicated that Article XIV bodies should not be 
restricted in their travel by normal FAO rules and that “block approvals” of travel by the Assistant 
Director Generals should occur on an annual basis. However, EuFMD was still affected by the non-
application of this rule. He drew this to attention of the Executive and asked that any MOU with FAO 
clearly require that FAO should remove administrative obstacles to the administration of EuFMD 
activities, as required by FAO Council and recent reviews on article XIV bodies. 
The Chairman agreed these points would be addressed in the MOU being formed with FAO.  

Status of Agreements with FAO and OIE 

The Chairman drew attention to the draft Memorandum of Understanding with FAO (Appendix 15) 
and the Agreement with the OIE (Appendix 16). These had been circulated in advance and important 
aspects relating to the development of workplans for activities outside of member states would be 
common to both agreements and had been discussed under the earlier Item. He indicated that the 
Chairpersons would further develop the agreements, in discussion with the EC, and that he as 
Chairman would be the signatory. Time being short, there was no discussion. 
 
Conclusions 
 

1. The recent report of the CCLM to the FAO Council was noted, in particular relating to the 
consultation procedures for Commissions before the conclusion of agreements; 

2. That any agreement with the FAO should ensure commitment to the reduction in 
administrative obstacles, as required by  FAO Council and recent independent reviews of FAO 
relating to the function of Article XIV bodies.   

 

Closing 
 
The Chairman thanked Dr Doudounakis and his staff, particularly Dimitrios Dilaveris for the welcome 
and wonderful hospitality. 
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Appendix 1 

 

- Provisional Agenda   - 

85th Session of the Executive Committee of the EuFMD 

14-15 February 2013, Chania, Crete, Republic of Greece 

Timetable:  Day 1 : Items 1-4 before 1st break;  Items 5-6 rest of the day. Day 2: Items 7-10. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 
Reports 

2. FMD situation in the European neighbourhood – WRL report  
3. EuFMD update -  6 monthly report on activities conducted under EC and other funding  
4. Report of the Standing Technical Committee  

 
Development of the Work Programme 2013-15 

5. EuFMD Strategic Plan (developed at Pirbright Executive) and budgetary issues  
6. Development of the EuFMD action plan for the biennium June 2013-May 2015, for 

presentation at the 40th General Session. Discussion on the work programme for the 
biennium: 

Goal 1. Increased capacity in European member states 
Goal 2. Reduced FMD risk in the European neighbourhood 
Goal 3. Support the global FAO/OIE FMD Control Strategy  

Note: Item 6 is the most substantial one of the Agenda, and several hours will be needed for 
discussion on the work programme required under Goals 1-3.  Ideas for the work programme 
under each Goal will be presented, with open issues for guidance and decision indicated in 
advance.  

40th General Session  

7. Agenda for the 40th General Session of the EuFMD Commission, April 22-24th, Rome.  
a. Statutory items required under the Rules of procedure 
b. Standing Technical, Special or other Committees to be proposed  
c.  Technical items proposed by member states, the Executive Committee or observers 

8. Financial situation  - members contributions and budget for biennium 2014-15 for proposal 
at the 40th Session  

9.  Administrative issues – staffing of the Secretariat  
 

10. Any other business 
a. Status of agreements with FAO and OIE 
b. Looming landmarks  - the 60th Anniversary of the EuFMD - 2014 
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                                                        Appendix 2 
            
             

Foot-and-Mouth Disease situation 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

Monthly Report 
December 2012 

 
I N F O R M A T I O N   S O U R C E S   U S E D: 
Databases: 
*OIE WAHID World Animal Health Information Database* 
*FAO World Reference Laboratory for FMD (WRLFMD)* 
Other sources: 
*FAO/EuFMD supported FMD networks* 
*FAO/EuFMD projects and field officers* 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
Laboratoire veterinaire de Goma, DRC 
 

The sources for information are referenced by using superscripts. 
The key to the superscripts is on the last page 

 
 

 
Please, note that the use of information and boundaries of territories should not be considered to 

be the view of the U.N. Please, always refer to the OIE for official information on reported 
outbreaks and country status. 

 
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) distribution by Serotype and the seven virus pools, 2010-2012 (Map 1) 
Pools represent independently circulating and evolving FMDV genotypes; within the pools, cycles of 
emergence and spread occur that usually affect multiple countries in the region. In the absence of 
specific reports, it should be assumed that the serotypes indicated below are continuously circulating 
in parts of the pool area and would be detected if sufficient surveillance was in place (Table 1).   

 
Map 1: Foot-and-mouth disease virus pools distribution, 2010-2012 
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Table 1: List of  countries representing each virus pool 
POOL REGION/COUNTRIES SEROTYPES 

1 
CENTRAL/EAST ASIA :(Cambodia, China (People's Rep. of), China (Hong Kong, 
SAR),China (Taiwan Province), Japan, Korea (DPR), Korea (Rep. of), Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Russian Federation, Thailand, Viet Nam) 

O, A, Asia 1 

2 SOUTH ASIA: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka  O, A, Asia 1 

3 

WEST EURASIA & MIDDLE EAST:(Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bulgaria, Egypt, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine Autonomous Territories, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan) 

O, A, Asia 1 

4 
EASTERN AFRICA:(Burundi, Comoros, Congo D. R., Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, Rwanda, Somalia, North Sudan, South Sudan, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Yemen)  

O, A, SAT 1, SAT 2 

5 

WEST/CENTRAL AFRICA:(Benin , Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central 
Afr. Rep., Chad, Congo D. R., Congo R., Cote d'ívoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Biss., Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 
Sao Tome Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo) 

O, A, SAT 1*, SAT 
2 

6 SOUTHERN AFRICA:(Angola, Botswana, Congo D. R., Malawi, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe)  

{O, A}**, SAT 1, 
SAT 2, SAT3 

7 SOUTH AMERICA:(Ecuador, Paraguay, Venezuela)  O, A 
 
* NOT CONFIRMED IN THE PAST 30 YEARS IN DOMESTIC ANIMALS 
** ONLY IN NORTH ZAMBIA AS OVERSPILL FROM POOL 4 
Egypt and Libya are indicated as being in multiple pools, since they have evidence of FMDV originating from 2 
or more pools in the recent past (4 years).  
 

HEADLINE NEWS  

POOL 1 
China1 – Serotype O outbreak was reported in Xinbei, Changzhou, Jiangsu. 
POOL 2 
Nepal2 – FMD serotype O outbreaks in Lalitpur and Kavre districts were reported. 
POOL 3  

Iraq5 –  A/ASIA/ Iran-05
SIS-10 

was confirmed. 
 Turkey5, 2 –During December, 31 FMD outbreaks were reported. A new incursion of A/ASIA/ Iran-

05
SIS-10

 was  detected in Van region. 
POOL 4 
Tanzania5 – Poor vaccine protection against circulating FMDV strains. 
POOL 5 
Democratic Republic of the Congo14 – During November and December 2012, in Ruzizi plain and 
around Uvira city, several FMD outbreaks were reported. 
POOL 6  
Botswana5 – SAT2 serotype, topotype III, was confirmed in Zone 2. 
POOL 7 
No new events have been reported for this reporting period.  
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DETAIL POOL ANALYSIS 
 

P O O L   1 CENTRAL / EAST ASIA 
 

 
China1 – Serotype O outbreak was reported in Xinbei, Changzhou, 
Jiangsu (Map 2). The pig farm got infected after introduction of 
new live animals. 338 pigs were destroyed in response to the 
disease. This is a reoccurrence of FMD which started in February 
2012 in this region. Suspicion was based on clinical signs; FMD 
was confirmed in National Laboratory (OIE Reference Laboratory) 
by ELISA, virus isolation and PCR.  
In response, in Liaoning and Ningxia divisions, emergency 
vaccination was conducted (Table 2). 
 
 
                                                               Map 2: FMD outbreak in Xinbei 
 
 
Table 2: Vaccination in response to the outbreak 

 
 

                                                      
 

 
Cambodia15 – A recent study has shown that, according to farmers’ knowledge and perception, and 
the relative incidence of FMD from January 2009 to June 2010 in fifty-one villages of Svay Rieng 
province, FMD is not perceived as a major animal health problem by farmers. This finding explains 
why the number of infected villages notified to veterinary authorities is generally largely 
underestimated. FMD control in Cambodia would gain by running more educational campaigns with 
farmers in its programs in order to promote farmer case reporting.  
 
FMD in most central and eastern Asia countries is endemic (Map 3). Brunei and Japan are the only 

countries in this region with the free 
FMD status where vaccination is not 
practiced.  
There is a zone covering the 
provinces of Sabah and Sarawak in 
Malaysia which is designated as FMD 
free without vaccination. In China, 
the main threat comes from O/Mya-
98 strain and PanAsia strain. The 
O/Mya-98 strain mainly affects pigs, 
although cattle and goat/sheep can 
also show clinical signs in some field 
cases. However, the type O PanAsia 
strain mainly affects cattle.  
 
Map 3: FMD distribution by serotypes 
2010 – 2012 

 CATTLE SHEEP/GOATS SWINE 
LIAONING 19584 31506 247141 

NINGXIA 6141 8060 305 
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Epidemiological analysis indicates that animal movements associated with trade are the main factors 
for the spread of the FMD and for transmission between provinces in China. Both Mya-98 and 
PanAsia strains of FMDV sequences from PR China had a close relationship with those sequences 
from outbreaks in Southeast Asian nations6. FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 3.   
 

Table 3: Pool 1 FMD history 2010-2012 

Country/6 months 
reporting to oie Fmd history (past 2 years) Last outbreak 

reported/type Oie fmd status 

Cambodia, 2011 2011, 2012 – not typed1 Oct 2012/not typed1 Disease present 
China (people's rep. 

Of), 2011, ½ 2012 2011, 2012 – o1 Dec 2012/o1 Disease present 

China (hong kong, 
sar) , 2011 

2011 – o1, 5 

2012 – o3 Nov 2012/o3 Disease present 

China (taiwan 
province),  

No oie data  

2011 - 2011 – o 5 
2012 – o1 Nov 2012/o1 Unknown 

Japan, 2011 2011, 2012 - no reported 
outbreaks1 July 2010/o1, 5 Free without 

vaccination 

Korea (dpr), 2011  2011 – o1, 5 March 2011/o1 ½ 2011-present 
2/22011 – not reported  

Korea (rep. Of), 2011 2011 – o1, 5 Apr 2011/o1 ½ 2011-present 
2/22011 – not reported 

Laos pdr,  
No subm. Reports 

2011, 2012 - no reported 
outbreaks1 Oct 2010/o1 Unknown 

Malaysia,  
2011, ½ 2012 

2011 – o, a1, 5 
2012 – o, a1, 5 Jun 2012/o1 

Fmd free zone where 
vaccination is not 
practised 

Mongolia, 2011 2012 - o10 2012/o10 
½ 2011 – limited on one 
or more zones, 2/22011 
-not reported  

Myanmar, 2011 2011 – o1 Feb2012/o9 Disease present 

Russian federation, 
2011 

2011 – o1 

2012 – o1 Mar 2012/o1 
½ 2011 – not reported, 
2/22011 -disease 
present 

Thailand,  
2011, ½ 2012 

2011 – o, a1, 5 
2012 – o, a1, 5 Oct 2012/a, o1 Disease present 

Viet nam, 2011  2011 – o1, 5 
2012 – o5 Mar 2012/o5 Disease present 

 
II P O O L   2 SOUTH ASIA 

 
Nepal2 – FMD outbreaks have been continuing to appear in Godamchaur, Lalitpur district. New 
outbreak was reported in Kavre district. FMDV serotype O was confirmed by Ag ELISA.  
  
South Asia is known to be an FMD endemic area but very limited data on serotypes is available (Map 
4).  
The PD-FMD at Mukteswar (FMD Reference laboratory for South Asia) is active in this region and is 
requested to provide information on FMD circulation that will assist improved understanding of virus 
circulation.   
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 4.   
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Map 4: FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Table 4: Pool 2 FMD history 2010-2012 

COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 years) LAST OUTBREAK 
REPORTED/TYPE OIE FMD STATUS 

BANGLADESH, 2011 2011 – O, A, Asia 16 NOT AVAILABLE 

½ 2011DISEASE 
PRESENT, 2/22011- 
LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

BHUTAN, 2011  2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 MAY 2010/NOT TYPED1 DISEASE PRESENT 

INDIA, 2011  2011 – O, A, Asia 11 SEP 2012/NOT TYPED3 LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

NEPAL, 2011  2011 – O, A, Asia 11, 6 

20122 DEC2012/O2 DISEASE PRESENT 

SRI LANKA, 2011  2011 – O1, 5 JUN 2011/O1 

½ 2011 - DISEASE 
PRESENT 
2/22011 – NOT 
REPORTED 

 
P O O L   3 WEST EURASIA & MIDDLE EAST 

 
Iraq5- four samples from Babil, Diyala, Missan, Baghdad regions, collected in 2012, were sequenced 
at the SAP Institute, Ankara, as part of its role as lead laboratory in the West Eurasia Laboratory 
Network. All isolates were typed as A/ASIA/ Iran-05SIS-10 and had over 98% identity with viruses 
recently sampled from Turkey. The Iran-05SIS-10 lineage is also present in Iran. This highlights two 
things:  

• This is evidence of cross-border spread of this virus lineage between Turkey and Iraq.  
• There is a clear benefit to the region from the a regional approach to surveillance and 

laboratory analysis.  
  
Turkey5, 2 – During December 2012, 31 FMD outbreaks were reported, bringing the total number of 
outbreaks in 2012 to 1038.  
Serotype Asia 1 has been dominant over the year causing more than 50% of all outbreaks (Table 5). 
According to the significant drop of outbreaks due to this serotype after August, a declining phase 
and completing of the evolution cycle of Asia 1 virus could be considered (Figure 1). 

 
Table 5: Distribution of serotypes 

SEROTYPE No OF OUTBREAKS (2012) DECEMBER 
O 106 3 
A 177 13 

Asia 1 565 9 
not typed 191 6 

total 1038 31 
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Figure.1. Distribution of outbreaks by month 

 
 
Serotype O PanAsiaII has been causing limited numbers of outbreaks over the year, showing no 
spreading potential.  
Serotype A/ASIA/Iran-05 has spread and is dominant in a limited area of inner Anatolia and the 

middle of Black Sea region. A new incursion of A/ASIA/ Iran-05
SIS-10

 was  detected in Van region (Map 
5). This sublineage has been also detected in Iraq, with sequencing performed by the SAP Institute, 
Ankara. 
 
 

 
Map 5: The locations of samples which were genotyped as the  new serotype A lineage virus 
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Trans-Caucasian countries (Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan)2 -  no FMD outbreaks or suspicious cases 
have been reported; no samples have been submitted for investigation.  
 

 
 
 
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 6 and 
Map 6.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
Map 6: FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
 
 

 
Table 6: Pool 3 FMD history 2010-2012 

COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 years) LAST OUTBREAK 
REPORTED/TYPE OIE FMD STATUS 

AFGHANISTAN, 2011  2011 – O, A, Asia 11, 5 DEC 20111 DISEASE PRESENT  
ARMENIA, 2011 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
REGULARLY SUBMITTED 

TO EUFMD 

2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 NOT AVAILABLE NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 

AZERBAIJAN, 2011 
MONTHLY REPORTS 

REGULARLY SUBMITTED 
TO EUFMD 

2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 JUN 20011 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 

BAHRAIN, 2011 2011 – O, A, Asia 15 
2012 – O5 MAR 2012/O5 LIMITED TO ONE OR 

MORE ZONES 

BULGARIA,  
2011, ½ 2012 2011 – O1, 5 JUN 2011/O1 

½ 2011 – DISEASE 
PRESENT, 2/22011, 2012 
- NOT REPORTED IN 
THIS PERIOD 

EGYPT,  
2011, ½ 2012 

2011 – A, O1, 5 

2012 – O, A, SAT 21, 5 JUN 2012/SAT 21 
2011 – NOT REPORTED, 
2012 - DISEASE 
PRESENT  

GEORGIA, 2011 
MONTHLY REPORTS 

REGULARLY SUBMITTED 
TO EUFMD 

2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 20021 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 

IRAN, 2011  2011, 2012 – O, A, Asia 15 NOV 2012/O5, A2, Asia 15 DISEASE PRESENT 

IRAQ, 2011  2011 – O,A1 

2012 – A5 20125/A DISEASE PRESENT 

ISRAEL, 2011 2011 – O1 

2012 – O5 MAR 2012/O5 DISEASE PRESENT  

JORDAN, 2011  2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 20061 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 

KAZAKHSTAN, 2011  2011 – O, A1 
2012 – O, A5 MAY 2012/O10 DISEASE PRESENT 

KUWAIT, 2011  2011, 2012 – O5 FEB 2012/O5 DISEASE PRESENT  

KYRGYZSTAN, 2011  2011 – O, A1 NOV 2011/O, A1 LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

LEBANON, 2011  2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 
OUTBREAKS1 03/20101 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 
LIBYA,  2011 – O5 APR 20121, 5 DISEASE PRESENT 
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NO SUBM. REPORTS  2012 – O, SAT 25 
OMAN, 2011  2011 - NO DATA AVAILABLE DEC 20111 DISEASE PRESENT 

PAKISTAN, 2011  2011 – Asia 1, O 
2012 – O, A, Asia 15, 13 JUN 2012/O, Asia 1, A5, 13 LIMITED TO ONE OR 

MORE ZONES 
AUTONOMOUS 

TERRITORIES 
PALESTINE, 2011 

2011 – O, A, Asia 11 
2012 – SAT 21, 5 APR 2012/SAT 25 LIMETED TO ONE OR 

MORE ZONES 

QATAR, 2011 NO DATA AVAILABLE 

½ 2011 – NOT 
REPORTED, 
2/22011DISEASE 
PRESENT 

SAUDI ARABIA, 2011  2012 – O5 JULY 2012/O5 DISEASE PRESENT 
SYRIAN ARAB 

REPUBLIC, 2011  
2011, 2012 – NO REPORTED 

OUTBREAKS1 03/20021 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 
PERIOD 

TAJIKISTAN, 2011  2011 – Asia 11 NOV 2011/Asia 11 
½ 2011 – NOT 
REPORTED, 2/22011 - 
DISEASE PRESENT 

TURKEY,  
2011, ½ 2012 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
REGULARLY SUBMITTED 

TO EUFMD  

2011 – Asia 1, A, O5,1 
2012 – Asia 1, A5, O1 DEC 2012/O, A5, Asia 11 DISEASE PRESENT 

TURKMENISTAN  
NO SUBM. REPORTS NO DATA AVAILABLE UNKNOWN 

UZBEKISTAN 
NO SUBM. REPORTS NO DATA AVAILABLE UNKNOWN 

 
P O O L   4 EASTERN AFRICA 

 
Tanzania5 – vaccine matching results, using three O type vaccines,  0 4625, O Manisa and  OTur 
5/09, show poor protection against circulating FMDV strains in Tanzania (Table 7). 
 

Table 7: Vaccine matching results 

r1 value 
vaccine 

0 4625 O Manisa OTur 
5/09 

field strain OTan 38/12 
(mean) 0.19 0.08 0.26 

 
r1 = > 0.3 Suggests that there is a close relationship between field isolate and vaccine strain. A potent vaccine 
containing the vaccine strain is likely to confer protection.  
r1 = < 0.3 Suggests that the field isolate is so different from the vaccine strain that the vaccine is unlikely to 
protect. 

 
 
 

 
 

East Africa is known to be FMD endemic area 
but with limited available data (Map 7).  

 
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 8.   
 

 
 
 

Map 7:  FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
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Table 8: Pool 4 FMD history 2010-2012 
COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 years) LAST OUTBREAK 

REPORTED/TYPE OIE FMD STATUS 

BURUNDI, 2011 2011 – O, A, SAT 1, SAT 27
  20117 UNKNOWN 

COMOROS, 2011  2011 - DISEASE SUSPECTED 
BUT NOT CONFIRMED1 20101 SUSPECTED NOT 

CONFIRMED 

CONGO D. R. , 2011  2011, 2012 O, A, SAT 17 2011/20127, NO PRECISE 
DATA 

LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

DJIBOUTI, 2011  2011 – ABSENT1 NOT AVAILABLE NOT REPORTED IN THIS 
PERIOD 

EGYPT ,  
2011, ½ 2012 

2011 – A, O1, 5 

2012 – SAT 21, 5 JUN 2012/SAT 21 
2011 – NOT REPORTED, 
2012 - DISEASE 
PRESENT  

ERITREA,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  2011 – O5 DEC 2011/O5 UNKNOWN 

ETHIOPIA, 2011  2011 – A, SAT 1, O5, 7 

2012 – O5 2012/O5 DISEASE PRESENT 

KENYA, 2011  2011 – O, SAT 1, SAT 21, 5 

2012 – SAT 2, A7 NOV 2012/A, SAT27 DISEASE PRESENT 

LIBYA ,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS 

2011 – O5 

2012 – O, SAT 25,7 APR 20121, 5 DISEASE PRESENT 

RWANDA,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  

2011 – ABSENT7 

2012 – NOT TYPED2 NOV 2012/NOT TYPED2 UNKNOWN 

SOMALIA, 2011  2011 – NO DATA AVAILABLE  20111 DISEASE PRESENT 
NORTH SUDAN, 2011  2011 – A, O1  DEC 20111 DISEASE PRESENT  

SOUTH SUDAN, 2011  2011, 2012 – O, SAT 1, SAT 2, 
A7 20117 DISEASE PRESENT  

TANZANIA, 2011  
2011 – SAT 1(buffalo), SAT 2 

(cattle), O7, SAT31, 5 

2012 – A, O, SAT 1, SAT 25 

MAY-JULY 2012/A, O, SAT 
1, SAT 25 DISEASE PRESENT 

UGANDA, 2011 
2011 – O, A, SAT 1, SAT 2, 

SAT37, 2, 1 

201211 
NOV 201211 DISEASE PRESENT  

YEMEN,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  NO AVAILABLE DATA 

 
 

P O O L   5 WEST/CENTRAL AFRICA 
 
 

Democratic Republic of the Congo14 – During November and December 2012, in Ruzizi plain and 
around Uvira city, suspected FMD outbreaks were reported.  
Morbidity reported in Uvira/Kaborosha was 5.9% and 0.44% in Luberizi during November.  
During December suspected FMD outbreaks were reported in bovines in Ruzizi plain(South-Kivu), 
Nyamugali/Luberizi and Kitemesho/Luberizi. Morbidity in December was low, 0.29% in 
Nyamugali/Luberizi and 1.17% in Kitemesho/Luberizi. 
No samples has been tested nor sent to Pirbright Laboratory. 
More suspicions, but no confirmed nor verified cases, were seen in South-Kivu, North-Kivu and Ituri. 
 
Foot and mouth disease is endemic in West Africa (Map 8). In Gabon, Sierra Leone, Mauritania, 
Guinea, Guinea Biss. FMD has not been reported at least in the last 3 years.   
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 9.   
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Map 8: FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 9: Pool 5 FMD history 2010-2012 

COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 years) LAST OUTBREAK 
REPORTED/TYPE OIE FMD STATUS 

BENIN, 2011  2011 – A, O, SAT 1, SAT 24, 1 DEC 2011/O, A, SAT 1, SAT 
21 DISEASE PRESENT 

BURKINA FASO, 2011  2011, 2012 – O, A, SAT 24 NO PRECISE DATA, 
 DEC 20111 DISEASE PRESENT 

CAMEROON, 2011 2011 – O, A, SAT 24,1 20124  DISEASE PRESENT  
CAPE VERDE ,  

NO SUBM. REPORTS NO DATA AVAILABLE 

CENTRAL AFR. REP. 
 2011  NO DATA AVAILABLE  DISEASE PRESENT 

CHAD,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  2011, 2012 – A, SAT 14 2011/20124, NO PRECISE 

DATA UNKNOWN 

CONGO D. R. , 2011 2011, 2012 O, A, SAT 14 DEC 201214/NOT TYPED LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

CONGO R.,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  NO DATA AVAILABLE 

COTE D'ÍVOIRE, 2011  2011 – SAT 1, A1, O, SAT 24 20114 LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA, 2011  NO DATA AVAILABLE DISEASE SUSPECTED, 

NOT CONFIRMED 
GABON, 2011 2011 – ABSENT1 NO IN 2006-2012 PERIOD1 NEVER REPORTED 

GAMBIA,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS 2011, 2012 –O, A, SAT 29  2011/20129, NO PRECISE 

DATA DISEASE PRESENT  

GHANA, 2011 2011 – O, A, SAT 1, SAT 24, 1 DEC 20111 DISEASE PRESENT 
GUINEA BISS.,  
2011, ½ 2012  2011, 2012 – ABSENT1 NO IN 2009-2012 PERIOD1 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 

PERIOD 
GUINEA,  

2011, ½ 2012 2011, 2012 – ABSENT1 NO IN 2007-2012 PERIOD1 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 
PERIOD 

LIBERIA,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  2011, 2012 – A, SAT 24 2011/20124, NO PRECISE 

DATA UNKNOWN 

MALI, 2011 2011/2012 – O, A, SAT 1, SAT 
24, 1 

2011/20124, NO PRECISE 
DATA 

LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

MAURITANIA, 2011 2011, 2012 – ABSENT1 NO IN 2007-2012 PERIOD1 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 
PERIOD 

NIGER, 2011  2011/2012 – O, A, SAT 1, SAT 
24, 1 

NO PRECISE DATA, 
OCT 20111 

LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES  

NIGERIA ,  
2011, ½ 2012 2011/2012 – O, A4, 1 OCT/NOV 2012/A, O4 DISEASE PRESENT 

SAO TOME PRINCIPE,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS  NO DATA AVAILABLE 

SENEGAL, 2011  2011/2012 – O, A, SAT 24, 1 NO PRECISE DATA, 
DEC 20111 

DISEASE PRESENT  

SIERRA LEONE, 2011  2011, 2012 – ABSENT1 OCT 19581 NOT REPORTED IN THIS 
PERIOD 
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TOGO, 2011  2011, 2012 – O, SAT 11, 4, 1 FEB 20124 DISEASE PRESENT 

 
 

P O O L   6 SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Botswana5 – SAT 2 serotype, topotype III, was detected in 21 samples submitted to WRL. Samples 
were collected during May – August 2012 from Matsebe Crush, Spanplek crush, and Nokaneng all 
within Zone 2 where vaccination is practiced.  

 
Swaziland and Lesotho are free from FMD without 
vaccination. Also, there is a zone in both Botswana and 
Namibia which is FMD free without, since 2010 and 
1997 respectively (Map 9). 
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 10.   
 

 
 

Map 9: FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
 
 

Table 10: Pool 6 FMD history 2010-2012 

COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 years) LAST OUTBREAK 
REPORTED/TYPE OIE FMD STATUS 

ANGOLA,  
NO SUBM. REPORTS NO REPORTED OUTBREAKS DEC. 2010/ SAT 21 UNKNOWN 

BOTSWANA, 2011 2011 – SAT 25 SAT 21 
2012 – SAT 21 OCT 2012/ SAT 21 

FMD FREE ZONE 
WHERE VACCINATION 
IS NOT PRACTISED  

CONGO D. R. , 2011 2011, 2012 O, A, SAT 14 2011/20129, NO PRECISE 
DATA 

LIMITED TO ONE OR 
MORE ZONES 

MALAWI, 2011 2011 – SAT 21 OCT 20111 DISEASE PRESENT 
MOZAMBIQUE, 

2011 2011 – SAT 21 JUN 2011/SAT 21 DISEASE PRESENT 

NAMIBIA, 2011 2011 – SAT 11 
2012 – SAT 11 JAN 2012/SAT 11 

FMD FREE ZONE 
WHERE VACCINATION 
IS NOT PRACTISED 

SOUTH AFRICA, 
2011 

2011 – SAT 11 

         SAT 21 
2012 – SAT 21 

APR 2012/SAT 21 DISEASE PRESENT 

ZAMBIA, 2011 2012 – SAT 21 JAN 2012/SAT 21 DISEASE PRESENT 

ZIMBABWE, 2011 2011 – SAT 21 

2012/NOT TYPED12 2012/NOT TYPED12 DISEASE PRESENT 

 
 

P O O L   7 SOUTH AMERICA 
 
Most South America countries are FMD free with 
(Uruguay)/without (Chile, Guyana) vaccination or with free 
zones with/without vaccination. Small areas of the 
continent are considered as endemic but clinical cases are 
rare (Map 10).  
FMD history in past 2 years is given in Table 11.   
 
Map 10: FMD distribution by serotypes 2010 – 2012 
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Table 11: Pool 7 FMD history 2010-2012 
 

COUNTRY FMD HISTORY (past 2 
years) LAST REPORTED/TYPE COUNTRY FMD 

STATUS1 
CONTROL 
MEASURES 

ECUADOR,  
2011, ½ 2012  2011 – O1 AUG 2011/O1 

2011 – DISEASE 
PRESENT, 2012 – 
NOT REPORTED 

ROUTINE 
VACCINATION - 
CATTLE 

PARAGUAY, 
2011 2011 – O1 DEC 2011/O1 

½ 2011 – NOT 
REPORTED, 2/22011 
- LIMITED TO ONE 
OR MORE ZONES 

ROUTINE 
VACCINATION – 
CATTLE, 
BUFFALOES 

VENEZUELA,  
NO SUBM. 

REPORTS 

2011 – O8 

              A8 2011/O, A8 UNKNOWN 
 

 
 
The key to the superscripts is below:  
1. WAHID Interface – OIE World Animal Health Information Database 
http://web.oie.int/wahis/public.php?page=home  
2. Reports from FAO/EuFMD projects and field officers 
3. Dr. Esther TO: Foot and Mouth Disease Hong Kong Situation,  Update; Animal Management Division 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, 10 August 2012 
4. FAO/EuFMD supported FMD networks (RESOLAB-FMD West Africa) 
5. World Reference Laboratory for Foot-and-Mouth Disease (WRLFMD), www.wrlfmd.org 
6. Conference on Scientific Developments and Technical Challenges in the Progressive Control of FMD in South 
Asia, New Delhi, India, 13-15 February 2012. 
7. FAO/EuFMD supported FMD networks (EARLN-FMD Eastern Africa) 
8. SENASA, Argentina 
9. SEAFMD 
10. Open session of the EuFMD, Jerez de la Frontera, Spain. 29-31 October 2012. 
11. Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries. National Animal Disease Diagnostics and 
Epidemiology Centre (NADDEC) P.o. BOX 513, Entebbe, Uganda 
12. Dr C Njagu (Division of Veterinary Field Services): 
Current status of the livestock sector in Zimbabwe, ACWG MEETING OF 31STMAY 2012 
13. Pakistan – FMD Bulletin, Vol 1 (1-2), January-June, 2012 
14. Laboratorie veterinarie de Goma, DRC 
15. C. Bellet, T. Vergne, V. Grosbois, D. Holl, F. Roger, F. Goutard (2012) Evaluating the efficiency of 
participatory epidemiology to estimate the incidence and impacts of foot-and-mouth disease among livestock 
owners in Cambodia,  Acta Tropica 123 (2012) 31– 38 
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Appendix 3  
 
World Reference Lab report, J.Hammond (available online @ 
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/commissions/eufmd/commissions/eufmd-home/reports/executive-
committee/en/) 
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Appendix 4 

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2013-2017 

 
OVERALL Objectives: 
The overall objectives consist of four strategic goals as follows: 
1. To Improve readiness for FMD crisis management by Members;  
2. To Reduce risk to Members from the FMD situation in the European neighbourhood (progressive 

control in neighbouring regions); 
3. To Promote the global strategy of progressive control of FMD; 
4. To Maintain a mechanism for emergency response to a FMD crisis in the European 

neighbourhood. 
 

Beneficiaries: 
In general, beneficiaries will be the 36 countries which are members of the European Commission for 
the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (EuFMD)3, hereinafter called "Members", and other 
neighbouring countries where the situation of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) creates a direct or 
indirect threat of introduction of the disease into one or more of the member countries of EuFMD. 

Strategic goal 1: Improve readiness for FMD crisis management by Members: 

Outputs and Activities 

Develop a cadre of European experts in FMD crisis management - recognition and response 
training 
This includes conducting training on clinical disease recognition, sampling for diagnosis, local area 
epidemiological investigations, risk factor analysis, practical application of biosecurity principles, and 
other aspects of FMD crisis management. 
 
Support contingency planning of Members and at European level – Developing decision support 
tools for managers 
This includes conducting training and providing support for Members to use disease simulation 
models and decision support tools to assist contingency planning, and engaging with researchers on 
FMD modelling to facilitate technology transfer of appropriately developed tools to assist Members. 
 
Thrace region: programme for early warning surveillance in Greece/Bulgaria/Turkey 
This includes collation and analysis of existing surveillance data, development of risk-based 
surveillance methods, tripartite coordination of activities, integration of decision support tools and 
risk analysis into policy evaluation and development, and management of support to surveillance 
activities. 
 
Improved emergency management capacity for FMD in the Balkan region 
A programme of support to MS in the Balkan region to improve the quality of contingency planning, 
to improve awareness of FMD risks and the economic consequences of emergencies, and give 
attention to the issues affecting national reference laboratory capacity for FMD confirmation and 
surveillance.   
 
 

Research activities relevant to resolve policy issues  

3 Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, The Netherlands, Turkey, the United Kingdom. 
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This includes support for research projects which have been endorsed by the standing technical 
committee of the EuFMD as being of benefit to EuFMD objectives; activities to translate research 
into tools, actions or activities which are of benefit to EuFMD activities; and actions to integrate 
research outcomes with policy. 
 
Strategic goal 2: Reduce risk to Members from the European neighbourhood (progressive 
control in neighbouring regions) 
 
Outputs and Activities 

South-East Europe: promote better management in Turkey and neighbours 
This includes supporting the collation, analysis and application of epidemiological data, including 
spatial data, from the area; providing training in the practical application of epidemiology to control 
FMD and advance along the FAO/OIE progressive control pathway (PCP); engaging with national 
veterinary services to support them in the detection, management, and control of FMD; and 
identification of circulating viruses. This also includes secretarial and coordination support for the 
West Eurasia roadmap for progressive control of FMD, in coordination with other stakeholder bodies, 
as regards the European neighbourhood. 
This component also includes developing specific country projects in line with the PCP designed to 
improve national capacity to manage and control FMD and assist progress in cooperation with 
regionally coordinated GF-TADs programs and roadmaps. 
 
South-East Mediterranean: support better management in the neighbourhood of Cyprus and Israel  
This includes holding workshops and training sessions for neighbour countries of Cyprus and Israel to 
support laboratory diagnosis, contingency planning, and vaccination strategy development; support 
to develop laboratory capacity in those countries; regional coordination of FMD control strategies. 
This component also includes developing specific country projects in line with the PCP designed to 
improve national capacity to manage and control FMD and assist progress in cooperation with 
regionally coordinated GF-TADs programs and roadmaps. 
 
North Africa: technical support to REMESA4 actions  
This includes, at the request of those Members participating in REMESA, actions to support activities 
carried out by France, Spain, Italy and Portugal aiming at strengthening and regionally coordinating 
laboratory diagnosis, contingency planning, vaccination strategy development, risk based 
surveillance and other associated actions in Mediterranean countries of North Africa which pose a 
risk of FMD virus incursion into the REMESA area. 
 
Promote FAO/GF-TADS FMD surveillance networks that provide risk information for European 
neighbourhood 
This includes support for existing FAO or joint FAO/OIE surveillance networks (RESOLAB in West 
Africa, EARLN in East Africa, WELNET in West Eurasia), where such actions provide information to 
support analysis of the risk of FMD incursions into the European neighbourhood. The modes of 
support may include assisting with regional coordination or network meetings, actions to identify 
circulating virus strains, and actions to characterise the risk of FMD incursions due to factors which 
may be changing or subject to temporal or spatial dynamics. These actions may be taken in 
coordination with other stakeholder bodies. 
Strategic goal 3: Promote global strategy of progressive control of FMD 
 
 
 
 
 

4  REseau MEditerranéen de Santé Animale – REMESA: http://www.remesanetwork.org/ 
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Outputs and Activities 

Support FAO FMD Unit in collating information for review of progress of regional programmes on 
FMD control  
This includes collation, analysis and dissemination of relevant information on regional FMD control 
programmes worldwide; support for workshops to coordinate this process; and other associated 
actions. 
 
Technical support to develop the OIE/FAO FMD progressive control pathway (PCP) methods and 
guidelines. 
This includes engaging with the ongoing development of the PCP, providing training in the 
application of the PCP at national level, regional level, and to international agencies; supporting the 
development of associated tools and activities to integrate relevant fields with PCP applications; and 
support for the development of regional PCP roadmaps. 
 
Support the global system for improved FMD reference lab services (World Reference Laboratory 
Contract, supporting FAO/OIE Strategy and GF-TADs) 
This includes supporting the FAO FMD World Reference Laboratory to provide services to the 
European neighbourhood and globally, including diagnostic service, vaccine matching, molecular 
epidemiological analysis of worldwide and regional FMD patterns, and provision of laboratory 
proficiency test (PTS) ring trials to FMD laboratories in non-EU states5 and internationally. 
 
Strategic goal 4.  Mechanism for emergency response to FMD crisis in European 
neighbourhood 
 
This includes the maintenance of a capacity to provide advice, technical support and assistance to 
countries in the European neighbourhood in the event of an FMD outbreak, including laboratory and 
epidemiological support. This baseline activity is also serviced by several of the activities listed above, 
as these will also act to maintain a degree of organisational readiness to respond to an FMD crisis. 
This also includes assisting and supporting Members with vaccine procurement and supply, through 
the provision of technical input, advice on selection of vaccine strains, risk based evaluation of 
vaccination strategies and other related activities.  
 
Responsibilities for Implementation: 
The Secretariat of the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease hosted by 
the Animal Production and Health Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations is responsible for the implementation of the Project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  EU Member States are included in the PTS funded under the EU-CRL activities. 
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Appendix 5  

Narrative Report available online @ 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/eufmd/docs/Executive_Committee/85eXcOM/App5_.Na
rrative_ReportFeb2013.pdf 
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Appendix 6 

Conclusions and Recommendations from the EuFMD Open Session 2012 

APPLIANCE OF SCIENCE IN THE PROGRESSIVE CONTROL OF FMD, Jerez, 29-31 October 2013 

The first day of the meeting was dedicated to plenary and policy oriented topics selected jointly by 
the EuFMD Secretariat and the EuFMD Standing technical Committee (David Paton, Christianne 
Bruschke, Preben Willeberg, Matthias Kramer).  

In reviewing the take home messages, five key policy areas were identified as priorities for further 
work, as below and require further consideration as to how they should best be taken forward: 

1. Need for socioeconomic studies 
• To improve local awareness of costs and benefits – within Europe as much as in other 

regions. 
• Because disease control relies on a proper understanding of the relevant livestock industry 

including backyard (value food chain). 
• Because it is critically important to understand incentives for all stakeholders and to ensure 

that they are aligned with policy aims. 
• Because this is essential to target control measures efficiently. 
• Because vaccination may alter the government share of control costs. 
2. Contingency planning improvements 
• Models are of great value in assisting this process at the national level but are not widely 

utilised. 
• Must have correct legislation in place and this needs to be periodically reviewed 
• Is there an issue over availability of SAT vaccines? 
3. Wildlife issues 
• Need better contingency plans for dealing with diseases like FMD in wildlife. 
• This includes a need for better surveillance strategies. 
• This could be assisted by development of non-invasive sampling methods 
4. Regaining disease freedom 
• The key importance of trade in animal products rather than live animals is sometimes 

overlooked in considering trade rules. 
• There are new opportunities to combine evidence from different surveillance approaches 

and this should be applied to FMD control. 
• Further work is needed to define the output-based standards that would convince third 

countries of the reliability of the new surveillance approaches. 
5. Biosecurity standards 
• Laboratory minimum standards should be reviewed 
• Research is needed to remove uncertainties and develop standards for auxiliary labs. 

 
The Special Committee on Research reviewed the messages delivered in the various presentations 
during the Open Session and identified the following priority areas for further research:  

1. Recommendations on diagnostics and testing 

Background 

- The EuFMD special committee on research should produce a guideline on sending 
samples in compliance with UN dangerous goods guidelines. 

- The WRL should give recommendations on optimal SOP and optimal primers of real-time 
RT-PCR for laboratories that do not have their own technique 

- Countries/organisations buying NS tests should request the results of the WRL reference 
panel and/or the Panaftosa reference panel and show that the test provide a good result. 

- The EuFMD special committee on Research should evaluate the outcome of the post-
vaccination monitoring working group before it is finalised. 
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- The WRL should provide a list of viruses representative of the existing virus pools, useful 
to NRLs to validate/improve in-house virus detection assays. 

- Companies should develop ready-to-use kits and easy transportable for molecular 
diagnosis of FMD infection (issue for companies but involves issues on costs and return, 
volume of market) (++) 

Research 

- Research funding bodies should support research on type-specific RT-PCR techniques for 
virus pools or virus serotypes, or topotypes, or sub-regions as in some samples the 
concentration is not sufficient for ELISA and virus amplification in cell culture is not 
always available in some countries (++) 

- Research bodies should support the continuous improvement and updating and 
validation of existing ELISAs for SP and NSP serology and for antigen detection and 
serotyping (+++). 

- Research funding bodies should support the development of new ELISA kits for SATs Abs 
and SAT3 Ag (+++). 

- Research funding bodies should support the development of isotype-specific ELISAs (IgM, 
IgG, IgA) in kit formats (+. 

- Research funding bodies should support  the development of simplified and penside 
diagnostic developments (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support next Generation Sequencing, with potential 
implication also for diagnosis (i.e. characterize/identify new viruses, or mixed 
population?, or recombinations, etc.) (++) 

- Research funding bodies should support multiplex testing technologiesfor Ag, Abs, 
genomes (++) 
 

2. Recommendations regarding epidemiology 

Background 

- EuFMD should support research assessing the patterns of virus spread and the dynamics 
of strain circulation in virus pools which pose a risk to Europe through phylogenetic 
analysis and molecular epidemiology, including analysing viruses circulating in regions 
and epidemiological groups from which samples are less likely to be submitted currently 
(+++). 

- Research funding bodies should support socioeconomic studies, including value chain 
analysis, are needed to support and inform effective control measures, characterising the 
drivers, constraints, social patterns, incentives as well as movement patterns affecting 
FMD epidemiology, and the role of communications to and between stakeholders in FMD 
control (+++). 

- Research funding bodies should support investigating the predictors of transmissibility of 
FMDV, including molecular and antigenic characterisation and relating the findings with 
field and experimental transmission studies (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support research to determine and characterise the 
drivers of transmission in endemic countries with readily available records, including risk 
factors, vaccine effectiveness (+++) 

- Research funding bodies should support research into the role of African Buffalo in 
persistence and spread of different serotypes (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support research into the timing of transmission 
between adult African Buffalo and their offspring (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support research into the potential role of wild boar and 
wildlife in FMD spread, including ecological studies, non-invasive sampling, transmission 
studies and modelling (+++). 

- Countries using prophylactic vaccinations should support research into the factors 
influencing vaccine effectiveness in endemic countries, including evaluation and post-
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vaccination monitoring methods, estimating coverage and disease incidence and 
determining how to use key indicators to assess vaccination effectiveness (+++). 

- Research funding bodies should support the development of decision support 
tools/models to support the formulation and refinement of vaccination strategies, 
including methods of harmonising outcomes in different countries where programme 
elements may differ (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support models that estimate the acceptable level 
protection for countries zones and compartments, by combining different surveillance 
and control components (+++). 

- Application of disease spread models to endemic settings to characterise key 
transmission parameters and explore the application of model outputs in improving 
control measures. ++ 

- Research funding bodies should support research to characterise the mechanisms of 
spread related to indirect contacts, including fomite-borne viruses (++). 

- Research funding bodies should support studies into transmission and pathogenesis to 
characterise the relationship of pregnancy and parturition to disease susceptibility in 
ruminants (+). 

- Research funding bodies should support research for epidemiological situations where 
vaccination is carried and outbreaks occur. In those cases the results of diagnostic tests 
can be complex therefore longitudinal surveys should be carried out and the results of 
various (serological) tests should be evaluated to understand which results can be 
expected in such situations. This way e.g. collect more info on level of cross-reactivity 
between serotypes in serological ELISA (needed for interpretation of serosurveys) and 
further evaluate available tests for SP-serology in the context of regions/vaccines/virus 
pools. 

 

3. Recommendations to improve vaccines and vaccination programmes 

Background 

- Countries that use prophylactic vaccination are recommended to do quality control on 
vaccine that is used. 

- Countries that use prophylactic vaccination are recommended to evaluate after how 
many serial vaccinations response to NSP can be expected. 

- Countries that use prophylactic vaccination are recommended to evaluate the quality of 
their vaccination programmes. 

- Cuidance is needed on monitoring vaccination programmes (which tests and how to 
apply them). 

- EuFMD should continue to support the WRL in vaccine matching outbreak strains that 
occur world-wide. 

- The special committee on research should evaluate the WRL report before it is presented 
in the session. 

- Licencing Adeno virus vaccines are their issues that have to be addressed.   
- The EuFMD special committee on research should set up a report format for EuFMD 

supported research and will have help to evaluate the research studies that have been 
supported. 
 

Research 

- Research funding bodies should support research on development of new vaccines that 
will induce a stronger and longer lasting immune response  (+++) 

- Countries that use prophylactic vaccination are recommended to study the duration of 
immunity (++). 
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- Research funding bodies should support research into antivirals to be able to cover the 
immunity gap in case of an emergency vaccination (++) 

- Countries that use prophylactic vaccination should do research on the time of first 
vaccination in face of maternally derived antibodies (++) 

- Research funding bodies should fund research into the identification of viral 
determinants of cross-protection between serotypes (+) 

- Research funding bodies should support research on replacing traditional vaccine 
matching by sequence based quantification of antigenicity (++) 

- Research bodies should support research on origins of variation in FMD isolates, is 
recombination in the field a possibility that could suddenly result in a larger risk for 
spread and pathogenicity (+). 

-  
4. Recommendations regarding GFRA report 

- The GRFRA report provides useful information on research activities of its members, but 
is not fully comprehensive. Therefore it is recommended that the report is supplemented 
with a review of recent published research globally and to include a gap analysis. It would 
be useful to have an update of the report in autumn 2013. 

 

5. Recommendations regarding biosecurity and safe trade 

- It is recommended that the minimal standards for laboratories working with FMD virus 
are updated before the 2013 general session, to better reflect the functions of auxiliary 
diagnostic laboratories. 

- Research bodies should support research into alternatives for formaldehyde fumigation 
(++) 

- Research bodies should support studies of survival of FMDV in commodities and animal 
products to facilitate trade (++) 

- Research bodies should support studies in the amount of bone and lnn in deboned meat 
and the risk posed by these products in trade (++). 
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Appendix 7 

Report  Special  Committee on Research, A.Dekker 

Agenda 
Position of the SCR within EuFMD 
Biosecurity: Update of the minimal standards 
Dealing with NS ELISA positive animals 
Safe sample submission 
  Priorities for FMD research for Europe 
Follow up of issues from previous sessions 
New issues 
 
Tasks SCR 1 
Support 3 pillars of EuFMD 
Reviewing and doing 
Supplies and  network between scientists working on FMD 
Historically pillar 1 most important 
  Scientists paid by national budgets 

Tasks SCR 2 

 Support 3 pillars of EuFMD by reviewing and doing 
Reviewing containment issues and setting standards for laboratory containment 
Reviewing new diagnostics tools and setting standards for FMD diagnosis 
Reviewing models for optimisation of CP 
 
Tasks SCR 3 
Reviewing EuFMD funded research and give advice on research priorities 
Reviewing surveillance results in regions bordering EuFMD territory and giving advice on surveillance 
in those areas 
Review risk for introduction from various pools 
 
Gaps 
No EuFMD government funded scientist working on Epidemiology/Economics of FMD in endemic 
countries (pillar 2 and 3) 
No feedback/advice on EuFMD surveillance activities, near EuFMD countries (pillar 1 and 2) 
 
Biosecurity 
Standards need to be updated 
Based on findings during inspections 
Some parts of standards are not clear 
Secretariat organises a meeting with specialist from SCR and others to make a proposal before April 
2013 
 
Dealing with NS positives,  
Number of missed infections in a densely populated livestock area 
Lower with vaccination than without because the outbreak is smaller 
Consequences of the strict rules for surveillance hamper the choice of Vaccination 
David Paton and Kris de Clercq will discuss this in OIE ad hoc group 

 

Safe   sample   submission 
Getting samples from endemic regions 
RNA later® is safe 
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Material can be used for sequencing 
Virus recovery sometimes possible 
Protocol is made available 
 

Priorities FMD research 
Outcome of the open session was evaluated 
Conclusions in the binder 
Follow up previous session 
Wild boar surveillance 
No significant difference wild boar and domestic pig in NS responses 
 
Procurement NS tests 
Two test panels available which set the standard for NS tests 
QC vaccine and vaccination programme 
Initial proposal from RG followed up by FAO 
 
When new  antigens 
Relevant for endemic countries and banks 
Is there a need for public/private co- operation? 
Currently traffic light system WRL 
Often no follow up in private sector 
Risk of new strain not quantifiable 
Need for political solutions 

Impure  vaccine 
Higher yield 
20 – 40% loss during purification 
Can interfere with surveillance 
Validate surveillance in presence of impure vaccines 
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Appendix 8 

Pillar 1, E.Ryan 
 

Pillar 1: Capacity building for member states for FMD emergency management. What we have done 
since 39th General Session, and proposals for the future 

Summary of activities 2011-2013 Real-time training: 9 courses in Kenya; over 90 European vets 
trained; 5 trainees returned as assistant trainers. Modeling/decision support tools for FMD: 
workshop held in October 2012 in Vienna; 16 trainees from 8 countries. Thrace region: Risk-based 
FMD surveillance system for early warning developed & presented at September 2012 Istanbul 
workshop for G/B/T. Research project on the role of wild boar in FMD in Bulgaria and Turkey and 
non-invasive sampling systems. 

Summary of proposals for future Training: 

1. Training support officer recruited to develop this area. 
2. Develop e-learning/distance learning capacity in collaboration with Royal Vet College, 

London. 
3. Integrate EuFMD training with elements of RVC epi training to create accredited qualification 

(cert level) for those completing training modules. 
4. Develop contingency planning/outbreak management training. 
5. Continue real-time and modelling/DST training. 

 
Surveillance: Continue to develop risk-based surveillance program for Thrace region 

Balkans: Balkan FMD emergency preparedness network, covering contingency planning, 
epidemiology and laboratory support 

Australian training scheme: 

• Australian DAFF have paid USD 400,000 to train 80 staff over 8 courses in Nepal. 
• Money is funding a full-time training support officer (Gregorio Torres) and a part-time lead 

trainer of real-time courses (Phil Watson). 
• These funds will also partially pay for developing our e-learning plans in collaboration with 

the RVC. 
•  

Training Support Officer 

• Tasked with managing and developing training program. 
• Covers existing programs (real-time, PEPc, modelling) but also to develop ideas on 

contingency planning/outbreak management training. 
• Will manage and coordinate the RVC e-learning project. 
• Will act as trainer on most real-time courses. 

 

Modelling/Decision Support Tools for FMD: 

• Vienna workshop, October 2012 
• 16 trainees, 8 countries; focused on NAADSM, also covered more general issues about 

models to assist policy and contingency planning 
• Overall, very positive responses. 
• Some trainees said they would not be able to use the training as their vet services did not 

allocate resources to support this. 
• Dichotomy between those engaged/willing to engage in modelling, and those unable to. 

Options for follow-up 
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Option Advantages Disadvantages 

Ask MS to make specific 
requests for training, 
including stating their 
intended level of 
commitment and how any 
training output will be 
sustainable after the 
training 

Only committed MS will engage; improves 
efficiency of training by only engaging with 
countries already committed 

Does not really fulfill 39th GS recommendation; 
leaves the countries which are least prepared 
out. Probably weighted towards wealthy MS. 

Hold a “beginners class” 
workshop  for MS with 
little/no current capacity 

Fulfills 39th GS rec; builds capacity where 
most needed; crossover benefits with other 
supports for those MS 

If no serious commitment by MS to engage with 
modeling after workshop, the effort is wasted. 
Risk of being unsustainable. 

Continue with regional 
format 

Fulfills 39th GS rec; improves regional links; 
use regional leader (eg Austria) to 
coordinate; crossover benefits to other 
supports to MS, especially in East/Sout East 
Europe 

Trainees from different levels; some will be 
committed and advances, others beginners with 
little/no commitment from CVO. Risk of being 
unsustainable. 

 

Balkan FMD Emergency Preparedness Network 

• Network covering West Balkans, Moldova and G/B  
• Encompasses the laboratory gap analysis project led by Pirbright (through lab sub-network) 
• Will also cover contingency planning/epi/modelling (CP/epi sub-network) 
• Key point: Lab strengthening without CVO support will not be productive. 
• Need CP/epi work to demonstrate usefulness of FMD lab capacity 
• Coordinated with EC-funded IPA rabies/CSF West Balkan project – same personnel often 

have responsibility for FMD, CSF & rabies. 
 

Wider possibilities for collaboration on pillar 1 

• Pillar 1 is concerned with serving the needs of a region currently free from FMD without 
vaccination, and which would expect to regain such status following any future outbreak. 

• Possible synergies with work in North America, Aus/NZ? 
• Already some areas of joint effort on “pillar 1” issues. 
• Modelling: Two US trainers in Vienna; links between Mike Tildesley (Glasgow, EuFMD 

collaborator) and RAPIDD network in USA (peripheral EuFMD involvement) 
• Real-time: Aus/NZ/USA trainees in Kenya; Australia/Nepal program 
• QUADS group and agreement on emergency supply of vets in case of outbreak already exist. 
• Supporting pillar 1 objectives may involve activities conducted outside MS. 
• TAIEX also concerned with some of these issues in non-EU EuFMD MS. 
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Appendix 8b 

 

Further Development of the FMD training Programme, G.Torres 
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Appendix 9 

Pillar 2 West Eurasia Roadmap related activities, - building on progress achieved 2011-12, Pillar 2 – 
Neighbourhood risk, K.Sumption 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. West Eurasia Roadmap related activities :  W. Eurasia Roadmap meeting  

Vision for the West Asia Roadmap for FMD Control 

Regional cooperation among Eurasian countries for the progressive control of FMD through public 
and private partnerships leading towards freedom of clinical disease by 2020 for regional economic 
development, food security, and poverty alleviation. 

• W. Eurasia Roadmap established in 2008 (Shiraz meeting) 
– 14 countries 

• There have been 3 meetings since: 
– Review PCP progress 
– Share information about FMDV circulation in the region 

• 4th one is planned in Baku, Azerbaijan in April 2013 
 

Results of PCP-Stage assessment for W. Eurasia, 2012 
2008 2009 2010 2011* 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Comment

Kazakh 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 4 5 5 5
Kyrgyz 0 0 1 (new) 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 5
Tajik 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3

Turkmen 0 0 1 (new) 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3
Uzbek 0 0 1 (new) 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3

AFG 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4
IRN 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 4
PAK 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 4

East Anatolia 
(TR) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

Thrace (TR) new 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5
Marmara 

Aegean (TR) 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4 4 4

Central Anatolia 
(TR) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

Syria 1 1 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 5 not assessed in 2012
Iraq not assessed in 2010, 2012 

Armenia 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 4 4
Azerbaijan 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4 5
Georgia pending 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 5

* No Roadmap Meeting was held in 2011, therefore 2010 Stages maintained  

Pillar 2 2005-6 2007-8 2009-10 2011-12
TransCaucasus Countries (TCC) buffer zone from 2000 2009-12 project
Iran Surveillance project Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
Syria surveillance sml support

Turkey Emerg. Pre-EC epi project. None specific. Emerg missions
PEPc Training
Research (Vaccine effic)
Modelling FMD (CSU, Warwick)

West Eurasia Roadmap 2008- Shiraz Meet. Annual Meet Meet-2012
WELNET Limited WELNET supp.

Neighbouhood surveillance support WELNET (limited)
Midd-East and West Eurasia Sample shipment
East Africa Small support - Sudan, ETH, Kenya East Africa (2011-12) - EARLN-FMD
West Africa West Africa (2011-12)
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W. Eurasia Roadmap: 2012 meeting 

• The progress in the 3rd year was considered to be good.  Of the 12 countries participating: 
– 3 progressed from Stage 0 to 1 (Kyrg, Turkmen, Uzb) 
– 9 remained at the same PCP stage as in 2010-11 

• The Roadmap is not currently on track to achieve freedom from clinical cases of FMD by 
2020.   

– 4/12 countries forecast that their country would be in PCP Stage 3 in 2020.  In Stage 
3, FMD outbreaks are still expected  

– weaknesses in international control of animal movement and gaps in preventive 
measures, (biosecurity) 

– use of low potency vaccines and limited quantity of vaccine available. 
 

2. Iran project 

FAO/GOVERNMENT COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME,  Project of the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran 

• Combating Foot-and-mouth Disease through enhanced and co-ordinated surveillance 
activities; Phase III of the FMD surveillance centre initiative. 3 yr project, effective starting 
date: Oct 2010 

 
Vaccine: 

• Lack of data on locally produced vaccine potency and antibody response identified as key 
issue early in project 

• Potency test to OIE standards being conducted in Iran with international expert providing the 
training 

– Expert given full access to vaccine producing facilities and open discussion, reports real 
interest to improve quality control/assurance 

• Study on antibody induction initiated (calf procurement) 
– Has been delayed until now due to economic sanctions. 

 
Laboratory 

• Laboratory network established and functioning 
– Including quality assurance program 
– 2 missions done, 1 more planned for June 2013 (Bakkali) 
– Central Vet Laboratory officially nominated as National Reference Lab 

85th Executive Committee meeting of the EuFMD, Crete, Chania, 14-15 February 2013 63 
 



• CVL participating in WRL proficiency testing. 
 

FMD Control Strategy 
• Control strategy: initial draft completed, under discussion  

– National level and W. Azerbaijan (province bordering Turkey) 
– These are the first written FMD control strategies. 

  
Animal Movement: 

• Market survey done, (data input/analysis ongoing) 
• Study tour to Montenegro on Animal Identification and Registration. 

 
Training: 

4 Iranians included in Practical Epidemiology for Progressive Control (PEP-C) training 
– 1 from Central level, 2 from provinces, 1 from Central Veterinary Laboratory 

 
3. Practical Epidemiology for Progressive Control (PEPc) training 

• 4 week training course 
• Develop capacity in epidemiology (and socio-economics) 

– Skills to progress along PCP 
 Practical epidemiology 

 Tools needed for FMD control (& other diseases) 
 Problem-based, student oriented learning approach 

 Material developed for the course: Fit for Purpose 
 Short lectures, Case-studies, problem solving, Group discussions, Field trips, 

homework 
 Emphasis on active participation!! 
 Week 1:  Outbreak investigation 
 Week 2:  Socio-economics, value chains, impact assessment, participatory epi 
 Week 3:  Surveys and Surveillance 
 Week 4:  Designing a disease control strategy 

 

Epidemiological process 

1. Clearly define question/problem/objective 
2. Design study 
3. Collect data 
4. Organize, analyse, synthesize, evaluate data 
5. Formulate & evaluate hypotheses 
6. Draw conclusions 
7. Make recommendations...define next steps 
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Lessons learnt from 1st course: 

• Very well received/appreciated 
– Subject material 
– Course format (Practical, problem-solving focus) 

• Ambitious objectives:  material diverse and broad-scope 
– Need more time to absorb and apply material:   
– independent study, distance learning (internet-based?) 

• 1 week/month was good structure 
– Allowed some time to digest material, apply in-between sessions (homework), 

extended course 
• Developed regional network/friendships 
•  

Next steps: 

1. With 1st cohort:   
– Maintain network: WikiSpace, Roadmap meetings 
– Continue skill development: Refresher training, collaborative projects (could be 

competitive for funding) 
2. Future courses: 

– Refine material but maintain problem-solving, active format: 
– W. Eurasia 

S. Asia?  Nepal?? 
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4. New developments  

 
 

West Eurasia FMD management database 

 Builds on the FLI database for managing the vaccination data from the TransCaucasus project 
 Monthly data provided 
 GEO, ARM, AZB, Turkey 
 Runs as a project within EMPRESi  
• Consultation at PEPc defined the level of information that countries would agree to share  - 

summary level situation (not detail) 
• Vital resource for assessing risk of spread and changing vaccination programmes 

 

Disease Spread Modeling 

• Models to assess disease spread and control options have been used extensively for FMD-
free countries (incursion), but not for endemic situation 

• Initial workshop with NAADSM in Turkey (Sept 2011) 
– Value of model evident:  optimal use of limited resources eg vaccine 
– But modifications needed before model could be applied 

• Now Warwick University has PhD student applying model to endemic situation (Turkey) 
– Matt Keeling and Mike Tildesley (prof), Peter Dawson (student) 

 

Modeling management options 

Collaboration with EuFMD : 

•  Liase with Turkish (GDFC, SAP Institute) 
• Ensure practical application:  some key questions include: 

– Use of vaccine: when, where, who 
– Targeting movement controls: key premises, markets 

• Build an INTEGRATED Model  (spread, animal movements, vaccination and quarantines)  
  

Proposal of Regional approach to support FMD control: W. Eurasia FMD Technical Support Centre 

Why?   

An effective and efficient approach: 
• W. Eurasia region remains greatest threat to Europe for FMD incursion 
• FMD control requires regional collaboration 
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– FMD is highly contagious, transboundary disease 
– Especially important in this region where border control difficult due to economic, 

political and security concerns 
• Countries in region have similar needs for tools and technical support 

– Similar PCP Stages, common gaps in expertise in epidemiology and socio-economics 
– Expert input & training consolidated when appropriate 

 

W. Eurasia FMD management centre 

Overall Objectives: 
1. Early warning of events/threats 

– Strengthen Regional Networks  (Epi & lab) 
2. Promote countries’ PCP Progress 

– Activity planning 
– Strategy development: decision making 
– Epidemiology and economics focus 

Objectives achieved through technical support to national strategy development and activities. 

How would it work? 

• Virtual Centre – international expertise, database tools, network of experts -  a facility to 
provide technical and management support 

• And also a physical location? Based in Ankara (EuFMD Member) 
Indications of willingness of Turkey to provide technical staff and office space as required 

• Participating countries 
– Depending on EuFMD/EC agreement,- Initially Turkey and neighbours: Azerbaijan, 

Armenia, Georgia, Iran, (Syria, Iraq) - EuFMD support  
– Could pvoide expertise to other countries be based on GfTADS agreement, FAO and 

OIE, World Bank and other projects , on cost recovery basis 
• International coordinator 

– Technical, administrative and communication (newsletter, reports) duties 

• National focal points in participating countries 

• International expertise, called upon as needed: 

– Management, development, backstopping 

– Workshops and Expert missions as required 

Objective 1:  Early warning of events/threats 

 (ie regional epidemic, new strain emergence, new serotype incursion…)  

Outputs & Activities would include: 

1. Monthly reports on regional FMD situation 

– Building on existing monthly reporting to enhance regional analysis  

– Integration of regional intellegence (provided by national experts) and intelligent 
tools (algorithms to automate early alert) 

2. Prices Monitoring: meat, live animals, feed 

– Early warning of elevated risk due to animal movements, changes in patterns  

3. Organization of ad hoc meetings in case of high alert/abnormal events 

– Coordinated response 

4. Further development of WelNet 

85th Executive Committee meeting of the EuFMD, Crete, Chania, 14-15 February 2013 67 
 



– Regular sample submission to Ankara FMD Institute from neighbouring countries 

Objective 2: Promote Countries’ Progress along the PCP 

Common outcomes:  

1. Quantify  direct impact of FMD in all countries 

2. Risk based control strategy developed, approved & implemented 

– Supported by feasibility studies, cost-benefit analysis 
– Monitoring system in place that demonstrates effectiveness of strategy 

 
Country Current Outcome 2015 

Armenia PCP Stage 2  

Azerbaijan PCP Stage 2  

Georgia PCP Stage 1 PCP stage 2 

Iran PCP Stage 2 - Strategy agreed to mitigate risk of animal movements 
(implement at least in W. Azerbaijan) 

Turkey (Thrace) PCP Stage 2 (& 4) -Approach PCP stage 3 in Marmara/Aegaen 
- Strategy developed to mitigate risk of animal 
movements 

 

Objective 2: Promote Countries’ Progress along the PCP 

Activities would include : 

1. Development of national centre-related workplans:   

– based on country PCP plans and gaps 

2. Workshops to address gaps, develop strategies, plan activities:  

– Will involve multiple countries when appropriate. Expected topics: 
– Contingency planning  
– Socio-economic impact assessment 
– Cost-benefit analysis of control strategies 

– Vaccination strategy development 

– Vaccine quality assurance in the field (vaccine effectiveness) 
– Processing of lab samples: best practises 

Objective 2: Promote Countries’ Progress along the PCP 

Activities would include : 

3. Expert missions to countries to support workplans 

– Eg detailed strategy development, laboratory training and support, backstopping 
activity implementation 

4. Annual meeting(s): network & W.E Roadmap 

– Centre would coordinate Roadmap meeting including initial processing of PCP 
assessments 

5. Capacity building 
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– Co-implementation of projects (national and international experts), PEP-C courses, 
other training as needed 

Both objectives will be underpinned with the further development of practical tools & approaches.   

Eg: 

• FMD datasharing and analysis functions within Empres-i 

– Including algorithms for automated early detection of epidemics (daily analysis of 
risk) 

• Application of price monitoring to predict FMD risk 

• Value chain analysis & economic impact studies 

• Development & use of disease spread models in FMD endemic countries: 

–  To optimise limited resources for FMD control 
– To inform cost-benefit & other economic analyses 

 

Empres-i database: 

Will greatly facilitate: 

• Routine analysis  
• regional information sharing on vaccination/management  

Agreements (MOU) existing with Turkey, TCC, in discussion with Iran 
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Appendix 10 

 
EuFMD Commission On the Standing Technical and Special Committees, K.Sumption  

 
Legal basis 
 
The EuFMD Constitution, in full accord with the Basic Texts of FAO, makes clear that every Session of 
the Commission is empowered to establish Committees which may be considered Standing Committees 
if there is the expectation of the need throughout their term of office on a range of issues, or Special 
Committees, relating to specific items , or Temporary ones, where further need beyond the immediate 
is not expected. The members of the Committees are approved at the regular Sessions and are usually 
elected on basis of their individual expertise. The Committees elect their own Chairperson.  
Matters arising for resolution before the 40th Session 

1. The Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Standing Technical Committee; 
2. The need for a Special Committee with different ToR to the STC; 
3. The functional and reporting relationships of the Committees; 
4. The procedure by which members of the Committees are identified and presented for approval 

by the 40th Session 
5. Financial support for Committee activities 

 
Concerns to be addressed 

1. The need of the ExCom to receive guidance from the STC and/or Special Committee on  
priorities for decision and action; 

2. The need of the Secretariat to receive guidance and advice from leading technical experts in 
the relevant fields, in development of the work programme to address the needs of the 
member states and the partners in international actions;  

3. The need for greater engagement with the “national expert and expert groups” in the MS to 
ensure programmes develop that reflect their issues, and the role of the Conferences 
organised under the EuFMD Committees in this process.  

 
Proposals from the Secretariat 

1. To improve the process of technical guidance and review of the EuFMD programme activities, 
through establishing a “Special Committee on Research and Development of the EuFMD 
Programme” with experts whose profile is most appropriate to giving the type of technical 
input to the future 3 “Pillar” activities that is not currently found in the EuFMD team, or the 
STC; 

2. That to support  the STC and Special Committee, greater emphasis is given in the work 
programme,  and a budget for travel and meetings is provided, to the Secretariat to ensure the 
greater engagement, co-ordination, and  reporting between the Secretariat and the 
Committees;   

3. That an Open Call for Expression of Interest to service on the STC and Special Committees be 
made to the Member States, in advance of the 40th Session. This will by itself help identify a 
pool of experts that MS wish to be involved in providing technical guidance and comment on 
EuFMD actions;  

4. That the list of experts to comprise the STC and Special Committee be drawn from 1) the 
proposals from the MS and 2) from the proposals from the Secretariat and the Executive, on an 
equal basis;  

5. That FAO FMD reference centres in the EuFMD member states are de facto members of the 
Special Committee, and will thus be invited to at least the annual Meeting and to working 
groups as relevant;  
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6. That by the 40th Session the annual series of meetings/consultations and travel budget be 
established, to support the greater emphasis be given to these Committees in review and 
technical guidance;  

7. A summary of the relationships proposed are shown below; the Executive Chairpersons would 
work mainly with the STC and Secretariat; the Special Committee would be supported by the 
Secretariat and provide reports on its meetings or positions to the ExCom through the STC. 

 

Executive 
Committee

Standing Technical 
Committee

Foresight
Research Fund

Evaluation Criteria  

Special Committee on 
R&D

Experts organized in 
working groups that 

follow progress of EuFMD 
actions, review reports, 

and advise on 
programme development 

to STC and Secretariat

Secretariat
Implements activities
Arranges Committee 

meetings
Manage information 

to and from 
Committees to 

ExCom

Role of the STC and Special Committee in relation to 
the Executive Committee and Secretariat

 
 
Background – the two Committee basis, following the 39th Session 
The 39th Session in 2011, after a review of the needs of the Commission, adopted resolutions that 
established a Standing Technical Committee of 4 persons and Special Committee for Research of 12 
persons plus the WRL (Pirbright) representative, for the period until the 40th Session (biennium). 
 These resolutions stated: 
1. That the Regular Sessions of the Executive Committee have the services of a Standing Technical 

Committee of pre-eminent experts with international experience in the management of FMD or 
similar highly contagious animal viral diseases, selected on the basis of individual expertise, with the 
objective of providing guidance to the Sessions of the Commission, to review proposed studies and 
their progress, and to identify issues affecting FMD management that need be brought to the 
Agenda of the Commission Sessions, and where appropriate, to the member states; 

2. That the “Research Group of the Standing Technical Committee”, be considered a Special 
Committee on FMD Research that will contribute to resolving technical issues through review of the 
latest research,  will provide expert scientific opinion as a result of their individual expertise in FMD 
research,  and who are composed of members who have as a result of their national responsibilities 
a  continuous involvement with scientific disciplines in FMD diagnosis, surveillance, vaccinology or 
epidemiology. The Committee will hold at least an Annual Meeting, at which the Standing Technical 
Committee is represented;  

3. That in biennium following the 39th Session, the Standing Technical Committee be comprised of 
minimum three and maximum of four experts, and the Research Group has a maximum of 12 
members plus the WRL Representative.   

 
At the 39th Session, a list of members of the STC and of the Special Committee on Research were 
proposed to the Session by the outgoing Executive Committee. One MS proposed an additional 
member and this was agreed. 
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 Progress since the 39th Session 
The Standing Technical Committee of 4 persons has met on three occasions (Madrid, 2011,  Jerez, 2012 
and Rome, 2013) and the teleconferences held in the interim. The Chairman , Professor Paton, has 
represented the STC at the 82nd Madrid and 84th Executive Committee and provided reports to each. 
The Special Committee on Research has met twice, in Brussels in 2011 and at Jerez in 2012, with Dr 
Aldo Dekker as Chair on each occasion. 
The STC has played an important role in reviewing concept note  for research projects, on the 
programme for the very successful Open Session of the Standing Technical Committee held in Jerez,  
and met with the Chairs of the Executive Committee and in Closed session in Rome to discuss the 
Terms of Reference and working modalities. 
Proposed Terms of Reference for the Standing Technical Committee and Special Committee 
The STC meeting in Rome in January 2013 reviewed a paper from the Executive on the STC in which the 
overall purpose of the Standing Technical Committee was considered to be to “support the Executive 
Committee  and thereby the Commission, in developing and overseeing implementation of the policies 
and programmes approved by the Commission”.  They considered this role, and that of the Secretariat, 
and the potential expanded role of the Special Committee. The feasibility of the STC having a 
development role in implementation, policy or programmes was questioned, without significantly more 
guidance. They considered that the Special Committee might change in function to enable members to 
take on the advisory role on the EuFMD programme, while the STC could focus on more policy and 
strategic issues. The paper from Dr Gibbens had suggest 5 main functions for the STC, as given below; 
the STC considered that points 2, 4 and 5 would best be achieved through a more role given to the 
Special Committee, which could have a new role in the review and development of EuFMD Programme.  
 
Proposal from Dr Gibbens (after Jerez, 2012) 
 
The main functions of the STC are to: 
1. Maintain an overview of FMD science and technology and global FMD issues to advise on 
appropriate policies or programmes that the Commission should consider; 
2.  Advise the ExCom and Commission on the scientific and technical aspects of any proposals for 
policies or programmes suggested by Members or others; 
3. Advise the ExCom and Commission on appropriate measures of success and methodology for 
evaluation of programmes or projects to be taken forward; 
4. At the request of the ExCom, provide scientific and technical assessment of regular reports or 
specific evaluations of programmes or projects [funded or supported by the Commission]; 
5. At the request of the ExCom, provide scientific and technical assessment of proposals for research 
put forward for funding [or support] by the Commission. 
 
In summary, they suggested  the five main functions proposed for the STC to be divided between the 
STC and the Special Committee: 
With the main functions of the Standing Technical Committee being:   

1.To advise the ExCom and Commission on appropriate measures of success and methodology for 
evaluation of programmes or projects to be taken forward. [This function includes giving guidance 
to the Special Committee on and receiving and reviewing their reports]  
2.To maintain an overview of FMD science and technology and global FMD issues to advise on 
appropriate policies or programmes that the Commission should consider[ including the principle 
themes and criteria for evaluation of research proposals. This latter role could develop into 
management of a fund for applied research].   

 
And that three of the functions originally suggested for the STC be delegated to the Special Committee, 
with the view that the development and implementation of the new EuFMD work programme would 
be best followed by those having regular professional involvement in the disciplines, regions and 
familiar with current needs  of the member states.  
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And functions of the Special Committee to include:  
1.Assessment of progress of EuFMD supported programmes, providing scientific and technical 
assessment of regular reports or specific evaluations of programmes or projects, including those 
funded or supported by the EC and others;  
2.Advise upon the development of the EuFMD programme, including considering scientific and 
technical aspects of any proposals for policies or programmes suggested by Members or others; 
3.At the request of the ExCom, At the request of the ExCom, provide scientific and technical 
assessment of proposals for research put forward for funding [or other support] by the 
Commission.[see below for clarifications as this sounds close to STC #2]. 
 
Functional Relationships  
1. The Secretariat is responsible for implementing the biennial work programme agreed at Regular 

Sessions and the decisions of the Executive at their 6 monthly meetings.  
2. The attendance of the Chairs of the STC and Special Committee at the ExCom Sessions will be 

subject to the decision of the Chairman of the ExCom. It is recommended that at least the Chair of 
the STC is invited to attend.  

3. Meetings of the STC and Special Committee or their subgroups would be supported by the 
Secretariat, and the latter will provide information and progress reports for the Committees and 
their working groups.  

4. It needs to be decided if the Chair of the Special Committee manages the reporting by the 
subgroups, or the Secretariat. 

5. The STC would set the policies and procedures for the management of the Research Fund, including 
advise to the ExCom on whether the Special Committee has a role in reviewing proposals and 
outcomes, and in developing new studies (where potential conflicts of interest could occur). 

6. The Secretariat remains responsible for managing and publishing the reports from the Committee 
meetings.  

7. Given the complexity and breadth of the activities of the Commission, the Special Committee should 
comprise experts who are “practitioners” in their technical fields, thus able to review the activities 
and reports and provide advice to guide programme development. The STC , in terms of technical 
seniority and experience in FMD policy issues concerning MS, should retain the role of providing 
guidance to the Executive and the commissioning of research relevant to immediate policy issues. 

8. The STC should receive all reports of the Special Committee and give guidance to the Executive on 
the need and priorities for decisions.  
 

Special Committee on “Research and Development of the FMD Programme” 
 
 Rationale 
 
The EuFMD Strategy for the four year period after the 40th Session in April 2013 is proposed to have 3 
pillars [strategic goals]: 

1.       Support Member States preparedness to manage FMD emergencies   
2.       Reduce the FMD risk from the European neighbourhood  
3.       Support the Global Strategy on FMD Control  

  
There will be significant new activities under each Pillar that will be developed by the Secretariat in 
close consultation with the Executive, the EC and the stakeholders and international partners 
relevant top those activities. In this work, and after implementation, it will be important to have 
guidance and advise from leading European experts in the technical fields, not necessarily FMD 
experts but whose ideas and experience will be important to ensuring activities develop in ways that 
reflect best practice and effective use of partners and collaborators.  
Research funding in Europe on FMD is also very limited in next 4 years – so we need to keep abreast 
of global research relevant to Europe (Pillar 1) 
Expertise from the MS on economics, epidemiology and emergency management will also assist to 
steer the work programme thus lightening the load on the STC. 
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It is proposed that the Special Committee activities  
- are organized along the 3 Pillars of the programme, with one subgroup per Pillar for 

efficiency.   
- Each subgroup would compile its own reports for the Secretariat for transmission to the STC 

and ExCom. 
- The role of an overall Chairperson needs discussion, but should be aware of the work of the 

subgroups and the Chair joint meeting of the entire Committee 
 
Functions of the Special Committee to include:  

1. Assessment of progress of EuFMD supported programmes, providing scientific and technical 
assessment of regular reports or specific evaluations of programmes or projects, including 
those funded or supported by the EC and others;  

2. Advise upon the development of the EuFMD programme, including considering scientific and 
technical aspects of any proposals for policies or programmes suggested by Members or others 

3.  At the request of the ExCom, At the request of the ExCom, provide scientific and technical 
assessment of proposals for research put forward for funding [or other support] by the 
Commission.[see below for clarifications as this sounds close to STC #2] 
 

    Possible Members  
Each of the FAO Reference Centres in the European region would be invited, ex-officio, to the joint 
Committee meeting. 
Kris de Clercq (FAO Ref Centre, VAR) 
Emi Brocchi (FAO Ref Centre, IZSLER) 
Jef Hammond (FAO-WRL) 
 
 
Members elected on their expertise to assist Pillar 1,2 and 3 of the EuFMD programme 
 Expertise Pillar/ SubGroup 
Bernd Haas (Ger) 
 

FMD biorisk management, FMD 
lab services, vaccine evaluation 

Group 1: European MS 

Aldo Dekker (NL) 
 

FMD research, vaccine 
evaluation 

Group 1: European MS 

  
Tsviatko Alexandrov (BG) 

Contingency planning, wildlife 
surveillance :  
 

Group 1: European MS 

Kate Sharp (UK) Surveillance, risk management  Group 1: European MS 
Fred de Clerk (NL) Crisis management, FMD 

contingency planning  
Group 1: European MS 

Labib Bakkali (Fr) FMD surveillance in REMESA, 
RESOLAB, European 
neighbourhood risk 

Group 2: European 
neighbourhood risk 

Michel Bellaiche (Is) FMD surveillance and 
management, Israel/Mid-East 

Group 2: European 
neighbourhood risk 

Sinan Aktas (TUR) FMD surveillance in West 
Eurasia, vaccine quality and 
production 

Group 2: European 
neighbourhood risk 

Kees van Maanen (NL) FMD surveillance in East Africa, 
Egypt, Mid-East,diagnostics and  
vaccine quality 

Group 2: European 
neighbourhood risk 

Ron Bergevoet (NL) Veterinary  economist/FMD Group 3: surveillance and 
monitoring progress 

Katharina Stark (Swi) Veterinary Epidemiologist, 
European and field FMD 

Group 3: surveillance and 
monitoring progress 
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research 
Melissa McLaws  Veterinary Epidemiologist, PCP 

expert 
Group 3: surveillance and 
monitoring progress 

Peter de Leeuw (NL) Expert in FMD management 
systems, PCP  

Group 3: surveillance and 
monitoring progress 

Don King (UK) Global FMD surveillance, 
diagnostics 

Group 3: surveillance and 
monitoring progress 

  
For consideration 

- Giancarlo Ferrari (IT) for Group 2 or 3. 
- Naci Bulut (WELNET, Turkey, or the Leading Lab in West Eurasia Roadmap) for ex-officio 

invitation to meetings of Group 2.   
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Appendix 11 

Financial Statements 

STATEMENT    1 
    

                       
MTF/INT/011/MUL - TF number 904200 

       EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 

       Financial Report from 1st January to 31 December 2012 

       
 

USD USD 
  

Eur Eur 
Balance as at 1 January 2012   625,790 

  
  485,613 

     
    

Interest received   245 
   

190   
Contributions from member countries and 
instititute 451,929 452,175 

  
350,697 350,887 

(As per statement 2) 
    

    

     
    

Expenditure 
    

    

     
    

Salaries 421,824 
   

327,335   

     
    

Consultant 19,455 
   

15,097   

     
    

     
    

Contracts 204 
   

158   

     
    

Duty Travel 85,553 
   

66,389   

     
    

Training 9,024 
   

7,003   

     
    

General Operating Expenses 12,018 
   

9,326   

     
    

Expendable Equipment 1,136 
   

882   

     
    

Non-Expendable Equipment 19 
   

15   

     
    

Total Expenditure   
        
549,233  

  
  

 
426,205  

     
    

     
    

Balance as at 31December 2012 
 

528,732 
  

  410,296 

     
    

The Financial Statements of the Commission are maintained in US Dollars in accordance with 
the accounting policies and administrative systems of FAO. The amounts stated in Euros, 
including the opening balance, have been converted from US Dollars at the at the average 
monthly UN Operational Exchange Rates for 2012. The average monthly UN Operational 
Exchange Rate applicable for the period to 31 December 2012 is USD 1: EUR 0.776. The UN 
Operational Exchange rate at 31 December 2012 is USD 1: EUR 0.754 
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Appendix 12 

 
Note on the Budget Situation - MTF/INT/003/EEC, as of 31st December 2012 

EC Funded  Activities (2009-2013) carried out by the FAO European Commission for the Control 
of Foot- and-Mouth Disease (EuFMD) – (Follow up Phase MTF/INT/003/EEC) 

 
1. Financial situation: A general overview of the financial situation as of 31 December 2012 

Total Budget 11,510,777$        
Total funds received as of December 2012 7,308,028$          
Total Expenditure as of December 2012 8,056,698$          
Cash deficit 748,670-$               

*The figures reflected are provisional for the year 2012; the final figures will be available only after the closure 
of period 13; **Total expenditure: sum of Hard commitments and Actuals; ***Total funds received: $ 
7,303,153 + $ 4,874 (interest earned) 

 
2. Funds received  
- The third financing instalment of Euro 1,947,703 has been received by FAO/EuFMD and credited 

to the project budget in December 2012 
- The 4th instalment: request for payment (Annex 5) and the interim financial report concerning 

the cost period 1/10/2011 – 30/9/2011 have been sent to the EC focal person Marc Vallons on 21 
December 2012. The 45 days for response on the reports has now elapsed, and payment is 
pending; 

 
3. Other actions 
- DG-SANCO financial verification mission held in September 2012: the post-mission report has not 

yet been received; 
- Budget Revision: the first BR together with a note outlining the changes in the original Budget for 

the Action (Annex 3 of the Contribution Agreement) has been submitted to the Donor on 18 July 
2012. Ms Pirri/TCSR /Mr Vallons on 18 November and he confirmed a possible approval date for 
the BR at the beginning of 2013; 

- New phase  2013-2016) the draft budget (Annex 3) for the new 4 year financial agreement has 
been developed, provided to EC for discussion in advance of the Executive. 

 
4. Attachments  
- Copy of the Annex V and request for payment (4th instalment), as sent 21st December; 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
As suggested at the 84th Session,  so far FAO Financial department have produced financial 
cumulative reports as per Contribution Agreement signed with the Donor. Therefore it would help if 
the donor could send a formal request validating the new reporting requirements if breakdown of 
expenditure by baby project/components is desired in the future. 
TCC project: Although the TCC project ended on December 2012, final activities are ongoing and will 
be completed by April 2013. Confirmation from DG-SANCO that they approve an extension of the 
“final date” of the project activities would be helpful. This could be through acceptance of the report 
of the 85th Session.  
 
Key: 
Budgeting and expenditure is followed through the use of CHILD (Programme) and baby projects (Components) 
that corrspond closely with the 9 components in the EuFMD Activity Plan. CHILD level are expenses that are 
general to the programme, and include those which occurred before the Baby project accounting system was 
operationally set up for the EC project. The eight baby project numbers are given below.  

BABY01 BABY02 BABY03 BABY04 BABY05 BABY06 BABY07 BABY08 
W.Eurasia S.E.MED RealTimeT  Afr SURV RES EMERG Egypt Thrace 
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Appendix 13 

 
Enc: Annex 1 : Financial Statements for Year Ending 12/2012. 

 
PAPER ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION AND BUDGET FOR TRUST FUND 

 No. 904200 - MTF/INT/011/MUL FOR BIENNIUM 2014-15 
 

2014 and 2015 budgets (US$) for approval by the 40th Session 
 

 

1. The funding of the administrative activities of the Secretariat of the EuFMD Commission, and 
of the mandated activities required under the Constitution and for which no other sources of 
funding are available, is derived from the annual contributions of member countries to Trust 
Fund MTF/INT/011/MUL.  

2. The administration of the Commission is wholly supported from the members contributions 
from MTF/INT/011/MUL. FAO provides office space, lighting and heating, which in the past 
was  a contribution to the Commission but is now charged to the Commission budget.  

3. In addition, under a separate financial agreement between FAO and the EC, activities on FMD 
control are financially supported through an 8 m€ agreement (current agreement for 48 
months from September 2005) which is handled through Trust Fund MTF/INT/003/EEC. A 
third TF, for additional contributions by member states for specific actions, is maintained and 
has been used in 2012 for the funding of training programme contribution from Australia. 
This TF could be useful should MS or non-members wish to support certain actions, parallel 
to the situation of activities supported by the EC.  

4. The 39th General Session in April 2011: 

- Agreed the annual budget for MTF/INT/011/MUL in 2012 and 2013 to be US$ 
547,352, including the expected contribution from Bosnia, a new member state. 

- Keep the level of contributions unchanged from that agreed at the 38th Session in 
2009, and therefore unchanged for the 4 year period 2010-2014.   

5. The balance in the TF, at 31/12/2012, was USD 528,732, with an expenditure in 2012 of USD 
549,233. The balance was circa USD 90,000 higher than predicted at the 39th Session, 
reflecting the enforced savings made during the time to recruit the P3 Officer and by the 
block on recruitment of administrative staff imposed by the FAO DG in January 2012.  

6. The budget of the Commission for the forthcoming biennium is prepared by the outgoing 
Executive Committee. It was therefore the responsibility of the 85th Session of the Executive 
Committee, meeting in February 2013, to review the financial position and agree the budget 
to be proposed for approval by the 40th Session.  

7. The 85th Session should consider, in setting the budgets for 2014 and 2015; 

- The scenarios presented by the Secretariat for the administrative budget, with 
different staffing levels; 

- The continuation of the Short Term Professional officers programme; 

-  The extent to which professional and administrative services provides to the EC 
programme are charged to that programme rather than being carried from the 
Commission budget; 
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- The level of balance (reserve) in the TF throughout the biennium to offset possible 
increases in costs associated with exchange rate variations (USD/national currency) 
and exigencies;  

- The core staffing level required to maintain the administration of the Commission; 

8. The 85th Session should also consider: 

- If it sees a need to review the categories for contributions, in advance of the 40th 
Session. 

- The level of contributions of potential new member states, including Moldova, 
Azerbaijan; 

- If new member states could be exempted from requests for contributions in their 
first calendar year of member ship, which given the delays in the processing of 
acceptance, is de facto already the case.  

 

Financial situation at 31/12/2012 

The Financial Position is given in Statements provided by the FAO (Annex 1). 

The balance in the TF, at 31/12/2012, was USD 528,732, with an expenditure in 2012 of USD 549,233. 

 

Financial Outlook - Issues and scenarios for consideration by the Executive 

1. Salaries. In 2012, the TF supported a full time technical Secretary (P5 level), and recruited a full 
time Animal health Officer as deputy and to ensure development of the work on contingency 
planning. In addition two months of a Administrative Clerk (G4 level) was supported. In 2011 (but 
not 2012) , the Training/Communication officer was 50% funded from the TF and given her work 
in organizing Commission meetings, it is proposed this arrangement be continued in 2013.  

2. In 2013, therefore, with 3.5 positions plus the 2 short term professional officers which had 
previously agreed at the 39th Session, the expenditure will rise to circa USD 770,000 against the 
target amount as agreed at the 39th Session of USD592,000.  

3. If contributions do not rise, this level of expenditure would lead to a deficit of USD 200,000 by 
the end of 2015. 

4. Four scenarios for staffing and expenditure are illustrated in Table 1. Scenarios 3 and 4 lead to a 
significant positive reserve (balance) at the end of 2015. The expenditure breakdown in the 3 
scenarios is given in Table 3.  

 

Table 1 

    
Year End Balance (USD)(actual 2012 and 

predicted) 

Staff Scenario 
2012 

(actual) 2013 2014 2015 
3.5 positions/2 STPs 1 528732 307910 58888 -209262 
3 positions, 2 STPs 2 528732 387910 221168 37669.2 
2.5 positions, 2 STPs 3 528732 377910 295088 194466 
2.5 positions/zero 
STPs 4 528732 377910 378432 361154 
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5. The role of the Short Term professional officers has been valued by the Secretariat and 
appears to be valuable to the career and experience of the officers who have worked with 
EuFMD I the past two years. The calibre of applicants is high and there appears significant 
value to the member states of their work and experience. It is therefore proposed to retain 
this modality. 

6. Therefore, unless income rises, the scenario #3  appears financially viable but to be achieved, 
would require reduction in the number of positions or cost-sharing with the EC (or other 
funds) in order to move USD 150,000 staff costs per year from the TF.  

7. Regarding non-salaries expenditure, the major item is Travel Costs. For 2013-2015, the 
amount indicated would allow for the travel of the STC and Special Committee members to 
their meetings, for 6 experts to each executive, and the ravel of the Secretariat for meetings 
with the Chairpersons or on non-EC programme purposes. The STP allowances, are from this 
line, since STPs are provided only allowances to live in Rome ( they remain salaried from their 
employers). 

8. Scenario 3, if approved, would have implications for the actions on posts in 2013, since it 
would mean that these would need to be included in the proposed agreement with the EC.  

9. Given the complexity of administration of the EC programme, and the work of 
temporary/junior administrative and short term office assistants, the Secretariat has been 
advised that a higher grade (G5 or above) Clerk is needed as senior Clerk/Office supervisor. It 
is therefore proposed that a full or part time G5 position is funded from the EC programme, 
with cost-sharing with the EuFMD TF.  
 

 
Conclusions 

 
- The budget proposal for 2014 and 2015 was endorsed; 
- The financial management should aim to maintain an end of year reserve (balance) of 

US$200,000 in each year to 2015; 
- Other funding sources for cost-sharing or recruitment should be considered, ensuring at 

all time the aim is to increase the value of the  service to the member states.  
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Table 2. Annual contributions (in US$) of member countries to the administrative budget of the 
EUFMD Commission (MTF INT/011/MTF), since 2006 

MEMBER 
COUNTRY 

LEVEL ANNUAL 
CONTR-2006-

2007 

CONTR- 
2008-9 

CONTR- 2010-
11 

 

CONTR- 2012-
13 

 

CONTR- 2013-
14 

(40TH SESSION) 
 

ALBANIA 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170 As previous? 
AUSTRIA 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786 As previous? 
BELGIUM 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

BOSNIA-H6     4170  

BULGARIA 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
CYPRUS 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  

CROATIA 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  
CZECH 

REPUBLIC 
3 11,960 

12450 
12,786 12,786  

DENMARK 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  
FINLAND 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
FRANCE 1 39,650 41260 42,374 42,374  

GERMANY 1 39,650 41260 42,374 42,374  

GREECE 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
HUNGARY 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
ICELAND 4 3,900 4060 4170 NON-M  
IRELAND 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  

ISRAEL 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  
ITALY 1 39,650 41260 42,374 42,374  

LATVIA 4  4060 4170 4170  
LITHUANIA 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  

LUXEMBRG 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  
FYROM 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  
MALTA 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  

NETHER. 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

NORWAY 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
POLAND 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

PORTUGAL 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  
ROMANIA 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

SERBIA 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  

SLOVAK R. 3 11,960 12450 12,786 12,786  

SLOVENIA 4 3,900 4060 4170 4170  

SPAIN 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

SWEDEN 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

SWITZ. 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

TURKEY 2 19,890 20700 21,260 21,260  

U.K 1 39,650 41260 42,374 42,374  

TOTAL  496,210.00 528,890 
 
 

547,352 543, 182 
(547,352 with 

BiH) 

 

6 BOSNIA-H: in process of submitting documents for membership (as of Jan-2011) 
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Appendix 14 

 

Legal and Constitutional issues 
 
Briefing Note 
 
This note concerns the following issues: 

1. The signing of agreements between the EuFMD Commission and other parties  
2.  Decisions of the 145th FAO Council (December 2012) relating to the greater administrative and 

financial authority of Article XIV bodies’; 
3. On restrictions to travel of Commission staff and consultants;  
4. On whether general service staff appointments require approval by the Executive Committee, as the 

Constitution does not differentiate between professional and general service categories of staff 
appointment. 

5. On whether the Executive considers that Secretariat should pursue avenues with the Legal Department 
of FAO on a differentiated recruitment scheme for general service staff.    

 
On the External relations of Article XIV bodies such as the EuFMD 
 

Conclusion of arrangements with other organizations and institutions  
 

1. Secretaries7 of Article XIV bodies are empowered to sign agreements on behalf of their statutory 
bodies, and a procedure to follow to ensure that FAO is aware of the agreements and of any 
implications they contain for obligations to FAO (financial and otherwise) has been in place since 2004 .  

2. This procedure was upheld by the 145th FAO Council at their Session in December 2012, who accepted 
the position of the Committee on Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM) 8, which is a Committee of 
elected representatives of the member states who report to Council. 

3.  This report noted that” that a procedure approved by the FAO Council in 20049 had been operating 
satisfactorily and seemed to respond to the needs of bodies under Article XIV of the Constitution, while 
allowing for coherence between the activities of those bodies and those of FAO”. 

4.  The Report of the CCLM to Council in 2004 gives the following guidance, that “Such agreements should 
be reported to the Organization prior to conclusion, with a view to ascertaining any possible policy, 
programme or financial implications for the Organization, in keeping with the spirit of Part R of the 
Basic Texts. The secretaries could be authorized to sign the agreements, which should make 
appropriate reference to the status of the bodies under Article XIV of the Constitution, as required 
inter alia under paragraph 5 of the Principles. The CCLM noted that, in reviewing any proposed 
agreements, FAO would take account of the functional requirements of the bodies concerned and 

7 Secretaries are indicated as signatories in CCLM guidance since they have an appointment under FAO and thus can be delegated, by 
the procedures, to sign based on compliance with FAO procedures in place.  See the discussion in the past CCLM papers, footnote to 
CCLM 95/12. 
8 Report of the 95th Session of the Committee on Constitutional and Legal Matters (Rome, 8-11 October 2012). VI. Review of Article XIV 
Statutory Bodies with a view to allowing them to exercise greater financial and administrative authority while remaining within the 
framework of FAO . 
9 From the CCLM Report , endorsed by the 127th Council, 2004, “on the legal capacity of bodies under Article XIV of the Constitution to 
perform legal and material acts with particular reference to the possibility of entering into agreements” 
. 
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would not interfere with their substance, except in the event that they should have policy, programme 
or financial implications for FAO”. 

5. The above guidance assist with the interpretation of the Article IV.9 of the Constitution of the EuFMD 
(1997), which gives a mandate to the Commission “To enter into arrangements, through the Director-
General of the Organization, with other organizations, regional groups or with Nations not Members of 
the Commission, for participation in the work of the Commission or its committees, or for mutual 
assistance on problems of controlling foot-and-mouth disease.  These arrangements may include the 
establishment of, or participation in, joint committees”. 
 

Travel to External meetings 
 

1. The guidance of FAO Governing bodies is that “that every effort be made to remove administrative 
obstacles in order to ensure the effective and efficient functioning of the statutory bodies, while 
preserving overall FAO’s integrity and interests” (145th Council , CCLM and 2011 Programme 
Committee). 

2. However since FAO internal procedures in FAO are not always aligned to these guidances, the CCLM 
reviewed the issue. 

3. They upheld the official guidance that Article XIV bodies “should be allowed autonomy in attending 
external meetings of important and direct relevant to the programme of activities of the bodies 
concerned”. They noted but did not question that “the only FAO restriction relates to travel for 
attending representational meetings needing corporate delegation (such as Rio+20).  

4. The official procedure (DG Bulletin) is for approval of travel plans at the ADG Level on blanket basis. 
There is no guidance on the grounds for ADGs not giving approval, but this issue has arisen in 2012. 

5. The Secretariat brings this to attention and seeks support for the streamlining of travel permissions by 
the replacing current approvals with the blanket approval procedure. 

 
Other issues 
 
Appointment of staff 
 
ARTICLE XII of the EuFMD Constitution states that “The staff of the Secretariat of the Commission shall be 
appointed by the Director-General with the approval of the Executive Committee, and for administrative 
purposes shall be responsible to the Director-General.  They shall be appointed under the same terms and 
conditions as the staff of the Organization”. The EuFMD policy has always been that the approval of the Executive 
Committee to an appointment to a General service position is needed, and occurs after the internal processes of 
selection have been completed in which the Secretariat organizes the interviews and prepares the submission to 
the “general service selection committee”. Once the GSSC has endorsed the candidate, the approval of the 
Executive is sought. Given issues arising over the redeployment cases, and with the control places upon the 
Secretariat that prevents open advertising and selection procedures, the issue of whether the Commission wishes 
to develop a different recruitment procedure arises. Some of the issues are indicated below10, that potentially 
FAO would not recognize any obligation to staff so recruited if the position was abolished.  

10 CCLM95/12.REVIEW OF ARTICLE XIV STATUTORY BODIES WITH A VIEW TO ALLOWING THEM TO EXERCISE GREATER FINANCIAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY WHILE REMAINING WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF FAO 
37. In general, it has been a policy of FAO that, in the case of “field projects based at headquarters”, General Service staff are subject to 
the same policies and procedures as General Service staff members assigned to other positions at Headquarters. Reservations in 
respect of this policy have been expressed. Secretaries of some bodies, at times supported by the relevant commission, have pressed 
for a deviation from established selection procedures on the grounds that, being accountable for the programme of work of the 
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commissions, they should be able to select such qualified General Service staff members as they deem fit. The applicability of 
redeployment procedures to bodies under Article XIV has also been questioned. 
38. Despite these requests, it is considered that standard policies applicable to General Service staff should be applied. It would be 
difficult, including for personnel management reasons, to take a different approach with positions which involve a fairly high degree of 
“interchangeability”, such as positions in the General Service category. However, the 
situation could evolve and the matter might be pursued again in future by secretaries and by bodies under Article XIV. In the event that 
similar requests were to be pursued, a possible course of action might be to consider, at least as a working hypothesis, that General 
Service staff members serving on some bodies under Article XIV financed by autonomous budgets could be selected under different 
rules. However, the administration would not accept obligations vis-à-vis that staff in the event that they had to be re-deployed from 
the secretariats of the bodies under Article XIV to any other position of the Organization. 
39. The Committees are invited to note that the Organization is prepared to examine this matter further. 
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Appendix 15 

On the understandings to be reached with FAO and OIE 

 

The following text has been developed by the Chairpersons of the Executive Committee in close consultation with the FAO 
Animal Health Service and in parallel to the drafting of the agreement with the OIE in order to maintain uniformity in 
substance. The version below was presented through the Secretariat of the EuFMD to the Legal Office of FAO for their 
review, in accordance with standard FAO procedures and Legal Framework concerning agreements between Article XIV 
bodies of FAO with FAO Departments. The position of the Legal Office of FAO on the document will be provided at, or 
before, the 40th Session.  

 
 

Memorandum of understanding (MoU) between EuFMD and FAO on the planning and coordination of activities carried 
out by EuFMD in areas outside the territories of its Members 

 
The Executive Committee ("the Executive Committee") of the European Commission for the Control of FMD (EuFMD), FAO 
and OIE compliment the EuFMD Secretariat (the Secretariat) for the amount and quality of work it has performed and the 
innovation it has developed over the years. 

This work has not been limited to the implementation of disease prevention and control measures to protect EuFMD 
members ("the Members") from the incursion of FMD from south-east Europe, Transcaucasia and West-Eurasia, but 
occasionally also from risks to Members due to the FMD situation in more distant areas. 

The Secretariat is also a driving force in engaging FMD experts in research projects and developing collaboration between 
OIE and FAO reference laboratories and centres within a functional network. 

However, its most commended achievement is the outstanding contribution to the Progressive Control Pathway (PCP) for 
FMD, which was developed in close cooperation with EMPRES/AGAH of FAO and OIE.  

Moreover, EuFMD is recognized as a valuable Commission under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution, and countries in 
other regions of the globe have requested its assistance and services on numerous occasions. 

However, the available human and financial resources require EuFMD to focus on the objectives established by its 
Constitution, i.e. "to promote national and international action with respect to preventive and control measures against 
foot-and-mouth disease in Europe", to which its Members have agreed. 

Notwithstanding the necessary prioritisation of activities, and in line with the FAO/OIE Global Framework for the 
Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) mechanism and the agreements with the regional and 
global GF-TADs Steering Committees, EuFMD and in particular its Executive Committee are committed to the FAO/OIE 
Global FMD Control Strategy as presented at the FAO/OIE Global FMD Conference in Bangkok in 2012. 

Following the 84th Executive Committee meeting in October 2012, and in consultation with FAO and OIE during the 85th 
Executive Committee meeting in February 2013, the Executive Committee and FAO agreed that the work of EuFMD shall 
be managed as follows: 

 
I. General remarks 

1) A multiannual work programme shall be prepared by the Secretariat for approval by Members at the General 
Session.  

2) The multiannual programme shall be linked to the agreement concluded for a period of 4 years between the 
European Commission (EC) and FAO on the use of the EU-Trust Fund and will be in line with the FAO/OIE FMD 
Global Control Strategy. 
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3) To prepare the multiannual programme, the Secretariat will seek as appropriate inputs and feedback on planned 
activities from the FAO FMD-unit, the FAO/OIE GF-TADs FMD Working Group and the Global Secretariat of GF-
TADs. 

4) A 24-month work and budget plan is to be prepared by the Secretariat and presented by the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee to the regular General Session for approval. This plan shall detail for the two consecutive 12-
month periods the activities with their corresponding time lines (GANTT chart), which are to be reviewed and 
updated, if needed, during the regular meetings of the Executive Committee. 

5) The assessment of performance and work load of the Secretary and associated staff should comply with the FAO 
Performance Evaluation Management System (PEMS) and should be carried out annually by FAO with inputs of the 
Executive Committee before its regular meeting in the first semester of the year. The final assessment shall be 
agreed between FAO AGAH Chief, the Chairman of EuFMD and EC. 

II. Content and geographical scope of the EuFMD work program 

6) The Secretary of EuFMD manages the Secretariat and associated staff for the effective implementation of a 
multifaceted programme funded by contributions from Members, the EU-Trust Fund, and, other donors. 

7) The activities of EuFMD shall be focused on three strategic pillars determined by Members and implemented for 
their benefit:  

(a) Improve readiness for FMD crisis management by the Members,  
(b) Reduce the risk of FMD to the Members from the European neighbourhood (assistance in the application 

of progressive control in neighbouring regions); and  
(c) Promote the PCP, including financial support to the WRL (Pirbright Institute, UK). 

8) EuFMD contributes to the global understanding of FMD and provides information on its assessment of risks to the 
European neighbourhood arising from the circulation of different FMD viruses. To this end, EuFMD produces 
reports for its Members and makes recommendations on vaccine strains for the national and EU antigen and 
vaccine banks.  

It may contribute to information on FMD which is made available through EMPRES-Animal Health and to reports 
compiled under the technical leadership of EMPRES-Animal Health on monitoring the Global FMD situation. FAO 
will ensure that the inputs of EuFMD and the OIE/FAO FMD Laboratory Network are adequately acknowledged. 

9) The neighbourhood of the current 36 Members is defined as follows: 

(a) European Member Nations of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and member countries of 
the OIE Regional Commission for Europe which are eligible for membership in EuFMD; 

(b) the countries and territories adjacent to members.; 
(c) the countries in North Africa cooperating with Members in the framework of REMESA  

10) EuFMD - activities in the above areas shall be coherent with GF-TADs regional plans and regional networks (i.e. 
REMESA, West-Eurasia Roadmap, South-East Mediterranean platform) and shall be carried out in consultations 
with the GF-TADs Management Committee   to ensure that all relevant parties of a region are informed and 
involved in these actions. Information sharing will be reciprocal between FAO and EuFMD. Regarding North Africa, 
EUFMD activities will be defined in the framework of REMESA. 

11) EuFMD may assist by mutual agreement the technical activities carried out by the EMPRES-Animal Health FMD unit 
in FMD endemic areas outside the neighbourhood defined in point 9; 

12) EuFMD undertakes to share with the Global Secretariat of GF-TADs (secretariat-GF-TADS@fao.org), the Chief AGAH 
and the head of EMPRES-Animal Health any relevant information received (disease information, project reports and 
requests for assistance) to ensure that such information can be included in the programming by the EMPRES-
Animal Health FMD Unit of activities related to the prevention, early warning and forecasting of FMD related 
events. 
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13) In addition, should EMPRES-Animal Health FMD Unit related activities require EuFMD collaboration or direct 
EuFMD intervention in countries outside of the European neighbourhood as defined in point 9, those activities shall 
be cleared in advance by the Chairman of EuFMD, where necessary with EC, and the Chief AGAH, and shall be 
carried out within the framework of GF-TADs (i.e., GF-TADs Management Committee). 

14) Without prejudice to emergencies referred to in Section III, EuFMD involvement in activities outside its programme 
and geographical scope must and should be of benefit to its Members as regards prevention and reduction of risks 
and shall be cost effective. Cost recovery for such inputs would require previous agreement with the Executive 
Committee. 

III. Activities in emergency situations 

15.)  Where the epidemiological situation so warrants, in particular where new FMD virus strains have been introduced 
into the European neighbourhood, EuFMD shall inform the Global Secretariat of GF-TADs, the Chief AGAH and the 
regional FAO offices of any emergency activities it plans to carry out. Those activities shall not commence on-the-
spot until approved by the GF-TADs Management Committee and the Executive Committee. 

16. Should an emergent situation arise that requires immediate decisions for intervention or other actions (i.e., mission 
or vaccine procurement) the lead operators of the GF-TADs Management Committee would consult by 
teleconference and are powered to request assistance from EuFMD and its personnel, if needed. 

17. Where the EC requests EuFMD to use the EU-Trust Fund in order to carry out activities in areas outside the 
European neighbourhood in response to the epidemiological situation or the request of a country situated outside 
that neighbourhood, the Secretariat shall inform and obtain agreement of the GF-TADs Management Committee 
and where appropriate assist on request the EC to coordinate with GF-TADs.  

18. The Executive Committee reserves its right to respond in a flexible way to changing epidemiological circumstances 
of FMD across endemic areas by adapting its programming of activities aimed at protecting Members. Where 
emergencies require activities outside the European neighbourhood they will be carried out after consultation with 
the OIE and FAO (e.g. emergency meetings, teleconference, or other). 

IV. EuFMD and the Progressive Control Pathway (PCP) 

19) EuFMD has been a key player for the continuous technical development of the PCP-concept and is prepared to 
support the global GF-TADs FMD Working Group by maintaining and reviewing the technical documents. 

20) EuFMD may support relevant training programs on the application of the PCP at national or regional level by 
providing human resources and the expertise of the Secretariat to FAO and OIE. EuFMD is not institutionally 
responsible for the development of regional PCP roadmaps with the exception of those involving member states 
and shall not be engaged in the evaluation of the PCP-Status of countries outside its Membership. 

V. Final Remark 

The Executive Committee constantly monitors that the activities carried out by EuFMD through its Secretariat are in 
accordance with its Constitution. 

The Memorandum of Understanding does in no way supersede Article IV (9) allowing EuFMD to enter into arrangements, 
through the Director-General of the Organization, with other organizations, regional groups or with Nations not Members 
of the Commission, for participation in the work of the Commission or its committees, or for mutual assistance on 
problems of controlling foot-and-mouth disease. 

FAO shall communicate any issues it has with the activities carried out by EuFMD by submitting to the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee a comment paper for distribution to the members of that Executive Committee. 

This MoU shall be reviewed not later than 24 months after the date of its application. 
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             Appendix 16 

On the understandings to be reached with FAO and OIE 

The following text has been developed by the Chairpersons of the Executive Committee in close consultation with the FAO 
Animal Health Service and the OIE.  The version below was presented through the Secretariat of the EuFMD to the Legal 
Office of FAO for their review, in accordance with standard FAO procedures and Legal Framework concerning Agreements 
of Article XIV bodies with external parties. The position of the Legal Office of FAO on the document will be provided at, or 
before, the 40th Session.  

 

DRAFT    

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE (EUFMD) 

AND THE OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES (OIE) 

 

Background 

The European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (EuFMD) is an intergovernmental organization 
established as an Article XIV body under the Framework of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO). As such, Article XIV bodies have functions described in their Constitutions to which member states are bound by 
treaty, and are governed by their member states in accordance with these legal articles. Under the Constitution of the 
EuFMD, in its most recent revision (1997), the OIE, FAO and the European Commission (EC) are provided with a non-voting 
participant status.  The EuFMD may enter into arrangements, through the Director-General of the FAO, with the OIE within 
the framework of any agreements between the FAO and the OIE to ensure that:  

1. all EuFMD Members are provided with technical advice on any problem relating to the control of foot-and-mouth 
disease; 

2. comprehensive information on outbreaks of the disease and identification of virus is collected and disseminated as 
quickly as possible; 

3. special research work required on foot-and-mouth disease is carried out;   

The agreement hereinafter shall supplement the above mentioned Articles of the EuFMD Constitution.  

In accordance with the functions described in its Constitution, EuFMD primarily aims at promoting national and 
international action with respect to preventive and control measures against the occurrence of foot-and-mouth disease in 
Europe. Those objectives are to be achieved through co-operative actions of the member states, or with non-member states, 
other organizations, or regional groups to achieve mutual assistance on problems of controlling foot-and-mouth disease. This 
includes assistance in the prevention and control of outbreaks in emergency situations in any manner considered appropriate 
by the Commission and the Member or Members concerned. 

 

The EuFMD and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) , wishing to coordinate their efforts in the control of foot-
and-mouth disease (FMD) within the framework of their respective mandates, agree to the following: 

Article 1 

EuFMD and OIE undertake to cooperate closely in matters of common interest pertaining to the international control of 
FMD. 

Article 2 

Within the framework of this agreement the OIE is primarily responsible for: 
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a. establishing  standards, guidelines and recommendations relevant to FMD in accordance with its Basic Texts and as 
recognised in the WTO-SPS Agreement. 

b. developing, updating and publication in the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals of 
international science-based reference standards and validation of diagnostic methods for the tests for FMD and the 
quality of vaccinesrequired in accordance with the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. 

c.    collecting the official notifications of FMD related events and Disseminating official animal health information through 
the OIE WAHIS/WAHID  

d..  developing and updating the OIE PVS Pathway as a global programme for the sustainable improvement of the 
veterinary services in member countries of OIE   towards compliance  with OIE standards on the quality of Veterinary 
Services, including laboratory capacities.  

e.  developing and updating the published "Recommendations on the competencies of graduating veterinarians (‘Day 1 
graduates’) to assure the National Veterinary Services of quality". 

f.     Contributing with FAO and EUFMD to the regular updating of the PCP FMD tool. 

 

Article 3  

3.1. General remarks to the EuFMD work program: 

15) A multiannual work program shall be prepared by the Secretariat for approval by Members at the General Session.  

16) The multiannual program shall be linked to the agreement concluded for a period of 4 years between the European 
Commission (EC) and FAO on the use of the EU-Trust Fund and will be in line with the FAO/OIE FMD Global Control 
Strategy. 

17) To prepare the multiannual program, the Secretariat will seek as appropriate inputs and feedback on planned 
activities from the OIE, the FAO/OIE GF-TADs FMD Working Group and the Global and relevant Regional Secretariat 
of GF-TADs. 

18) A 24-month work and budget plan is to be prepared by the Secretariat and presented by the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee to the regular EuFMD General Session for approval. This plan shall detail for the two 
consecutive 12-month periods the activities with their corresponding time lines, which are to be reviewed and 
updated, if needed, during the regular meetings of the Executive Committee. 

3.2. Content and geographical scope of the EuFMD work program 
 

19) The Secretary of EuFMD manages the Secretariat and associated staff for the effective implementation of a 
multifaceted program funded by contributions from Members, the EU-Trust Fund, and, other donors. 
 

20) The activities of EuFMD shall be focused on three strategic pillars determined by Members and implemented for 
their benefit:  

i. Improve readiness for FMD crisis management by the Members,  
ii. Reduce the risk of FMD to the Members from the European neighbourhood (assistance in the application 

of progressive control in neighbouring regions); and  
iii. Promote the PCP-FMD, including financial support to the WRL (Pirbright Institute, UK). 

 

21) EuFMD contributes to the global understanding of FMD and provides information on its assessment of risks to the 
European neighbourhood arising from the circulation of different FMD viruses. To this end, EuFMD produces 
reports for its Members and makes recommendations on vaccine strains for the national and EU antigen and 
vaccine banks.  

22) The neighbourhood of the current 36 Members is defined as follows: 
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i. European Member  Countries of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and member of the OIE 
Regional Commission for Europe which are eligible for membership in EuFMD; 

ii. the countries and territories adjacent to members.  
iii. The countries in North Africa cooperating with Members in the framework of REMESA 

 

23) EuFMD - activities in the above areas shall be coherent with GF-TADs regional plans and regional networks (i.e. 
REMESA,, West-Eurasia Roadmap, South-East Mediterranean platform) and shall be carried out in consultation 
with the GF-TADs Management Committee to ensure that all relevant parties of a region are informed and 
involved in these actions. Information sharing will be reciprocal between OIE and EuFMD. Regarding North Africa, 
EUFMD activities will be defined in the framework of REMESA 

24) EuFMD undertakes to share with the Global Secretariat of GF-TADs (secretariat-GF-TADS@fao.org), any relevant 
information received (disease information, project reports and requests for assistance) to ensure that such 
information can be included in the programming of activities related to the prevention, early warning and 
forecasting of FMD related events. 

25) Without prejudice to emergencies referred to in Section III, EuFMD involvement in activities outside its program 
and geographical scope as defined in 3.2 h) must and should be of benefit to the Members as regards prevention 
and reduction of risks and shall be cost effective and complying with 3.2 provisions. Cost recovery for such inputs 
would require previous agreement with the Executive Committee. 

 

3.3. Activities in emergency situations 
 

l. Where the epidemiological situation so warrants, in particular where new FMD virus strains have been introduced 
into the European neighbourhood, EuFMD shall inform the Global Secretariat of GF-TADS, and the regional OIE 
offices of any emergency activities it plans to carry out. Those activities shall not commence on-the-spot until 
approved by the GF-TADs Management Committee and the Executive Committee. 

m. Should an emergent situation arise that requires immediate decisions for intervention or other actions (i.e., mission 
or vaccine procurement) the lead operators of the GF-TADs Management Committee would consult by 
teleconference and are powered to request assistance from EuFMD and its personnel, if needed. 

n. Where the EC requests EuFMD to use the EU-Trust Fund in order to carry out activities in areas outside the 
European neighbourhood in response to the epidemiological situation or the request of a country situated outside 
that neighbourhood, the Secretariat shall inform and  obtain agreement of the GF-TADs Management Committee 
and where appropriate assist on request the EC to coordinate with GF-TADs. 

o. The Executive Committee reserves its right to respond in a flexible way to changing epidemiological circumstances 
of FMD across endemic areas by adapting its programming of activities aimed at protecting Members. Where 
emergencies require activities outside the European neighbourhood they will be carried out after consultation and 
agreement with the GF-TADs Management Committee (e.g. emergency meetings, teleconference, or other). 

3.4. EuFMD and the Progressive Control Pathway (PCP) 
 

p. EuFMD has been a key player for the continuous technical development of the PCP-concept and is prepared to 
support the global GF-TADs FMD Working Group by reviewing and updating the PCP FMD technical documents. 

q. EuFMD may support relevant training programs on the application of the PCP at national or regional level by 
providing on request human resources and the expertise of the Secretariat to FAO and OIE. EuFMD is not 
institutionally responsible for the development of regional PCP roadmaps with the exception of those involving 
member states and shall not be engaged in the evaluation of the PCP-Status of countries outside its Membership. 
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Article 4 

EuFMD and the OIE collaborate, in particular, by the following means: 

a. Reciprocal exchange of reports, publications and information, including on incidences of FMD; 
b. The use of the GF-TADs - mechanism to ensure the exchange of information on forthcoming meetings and 

conferences dealing with matters of mutual interest  
c. Participation of representatives of each party in the relevant meetings and conferences of the other, with the right to 

take part in the discussions on a consultative basis. . 
d. Regular consultations between the Chairman of the EuFMD Executive Committee and the Director General of OIE on 

matters of common interest, with a view to promoting arrangements for joint activities in specific fields of the PCP; 
e. Adoption by EuFMDand OIE of appropriate administrative arrangements necessary to implement the policies agreed 

between the Chairman of the Executive Committee of EuFMD and the Director-General of OIE, which may include 
exchange of experts and training of personnel. 

f. Permanent exchange of views on request of the President of EuFMD or the Director General of the OIE. 
 

Article 5 

Both parties may request that the present Agreement be amended. Any such amendment shall be adopted by mutual 
consent. An exchange of letters will detail the implementation of this agreement. 
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Appendix  17 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

85th Session of the Executive Committee of the European Commission  
for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 

Chania– Greece 
14-15 February 2013 

 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
Austria 
Dr. Ulrich Herzog  
President of the EuFMD 
CVO,Mag. Austria and  
Ministry of Health, Family and Youth 
1031 Vienna, Radetzkystr. 2 
Tel:  +43 1 71100 4824 
Mobile: +43664 611 29 96 
e-mail: ulrich.herzog@bmgfj.gv.at; 
CVO-Austria@bmgfj.gv.at 
 
Greece  
Dr. Spiros Doudounakis 
Head of Unit of Animal Diseases 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
2, Acharnon Str. 
10176 Athens 
Tel: +30 210-8836420 
e-mail: vetserv@ath.forthnet.gr  
 
Romania 
Dr. Iulia Cohen 
Deputy General Director 
Sanitary Veterinary and Safety of the Food Chain 
General Directorate  
Piata Presei Libere 1 
Bucharest  
e-mail: Iulia.cohen@ansvsa.ro 
 
 

Serbia 
Dr. Ivan Soco 
Acting CVO  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 
Management  
Omladinskih brigada 1  
11070 Belgrade, Republic of Serbia  
e-mail: vetuprava@minpolj.gov.rs  
 

Spain 
Dr. Lucio Carbajo Goñi 
CVO  
Ministerio Medio Ambiente Rural y Marino 
Tel: +34 91 378295 
e-mail: lcarbajo@magrama.es  
 
Turkey  
 
Nihat Pakdil 
Dr PAKDIL, Nahit 
Deputy Secretary of the Ministry 
Ministry of Food Agriculture and Livestock 
Eskisehir Yolu 7Km, 
Cankaya, Ankara 
e-mail: nihat.pakdil@tarim.gov.tr 
Tel:+903122877220 
 
Abdulnaci BULUT 
Expert, Head of Diagnosis Department 
SAP Institute 
Eskisehir Yolu 7 Kilometre 
Ankara 
Tel: +90 312-2873600 178  
Fax: +90 312-2873606 
e-mail: nacib@sap.gov.tr 
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United Kingdom  
Dr. Nigel Gibbens 
Vice-president EuFMD 
CVO  
Department for Environment,  
Food and Rural Affairs  
Area 5 Nobel House  
17 Smith Square  
London SW1 3JR  
Tel: +44 20 79046169  
e-mail: nigel.gibbens@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
France 
Dr. Jean-Luc Angot 
CVO 
Directeur général adjoint  
Direction Générale de l’Alimentation 
Ministère de l'agriculture et de la pêche 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15  
Tel: +33 (0) 149558177 
e-mail: jean-luc.angot@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
DG SANCO 
 
Dr. Alf-Eckbert Füssel 
Deputy Head of Unit 
DG SANCO/G2 
Animal Health, Trade and Zootechnics 
Rue Froissart, 101, 3/67 
B-1040 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 2950870  
e-mail: Alf-Eckbert.Fuessel@ec.europa.eu 
 
FAO 
Dr. Juan Lubroth  
Chief Animal Health Service 
Animal Production and Health Division 
FAO HQs, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39-06-570 54184 
e-mail: juan.lubroth@fao.org  

OIE 
Dr. Joseph DOMENECH 
Chargé de mission 
12 rue de Prony, Paris 75017 
France 
e-mail: J.domenech@oie.int  
 
Dr Antonio PETRINI 
 
 
CHAIRMAN OF THE RESEARCH GROUP 
 
The Netherlands  
Aldo DEKKER 
Senior Scientist 
Laboratory Vesicular Diseases 
Central Institute for Animal Disease Control 
PO Box 2004 
Lelystad  8203 AA  
Tel: +31 320 238603 
Fax: +31 320 238668 
Mobile: +31 651 311371 
e-mail: aldo.dekker@wur.nl 
 
EUFMD 
 
Dr. Keith Sumption 
Executive Secretary  
Animal Health Service 
Animal Production and Health Division 
FAO HQs, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 065705 5528 
e-mail: keith.sumption@fao.org 
 
Dr Eoin Ryan 
Animal Health Officer,  
FAO HQs, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06570 55191 
e-mail : eoin.ryan@fao.org 
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