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The Asia-Paci�c Forestry Commission (APFC) 
is dedicated to discussing the forestry issues and 
key problems in the region, to promote environmentally 
sound, socially acceptable and economically e�cient
forest management practices. 
This forum was especially established by FAO to discuss 
policy and technical issues, review progress of ongoing 
initiatives and tackle new agendas in the forest sector. 

(continued on page 2)
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APFC was  established in 1949 as one of six FAO 
Regional Forestry Commissions and it currently has 34 
member countries: Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Cambodia, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Fiji, France, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Republic of 
Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Russian Federation, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu,
United States, Vanuatu and Viet Nam.
        
From 23 to 27 October, APFC will convene its 27th session
in Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall
(BMICH) Colombo, Sri Lanka. The 27th session of APFC is 
organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
The United Nations (FAO) and hosted by the Forest 
Department of Sri Lanka.
        
APFC sessions are participated in by Asia and Paci�c 
member country representatives, international 
organizations, NGOs, academia, and private sector. 
“Forestry in a New Landscape”, the theme of the 
27th session of APFC, aims to cover a range of
releated topics including climate �nance, forest and 
landscape restoration, community-based forestry
and urban forestry.     

Tuesday 24 October 
Venue: BMICH Conference Hall
Registration                                       8:00 - 9:00
Opening Ceremony                      9:00 - 10:00
Co�ee Break                                     10:00 - 10:30
APFC session                                    10:30 - 12:00
Lunch                                                 12:00 -13:30
APFC session                                    13:30 - 15:00
Co�ee Break                                     15:00 - 15:30
APFC session                                    15:30 - 17:00

What are your 
expectations for 

APFC?

Mr. Thomas Hofer has worked for 
over 20 years on issues of watershed
management with a major focus on 
mountain ecosystems. Since 2012 he
served as coordinator of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat and in 2015 as 
the Delivery Manager of FAO’s Major Area of Work on 
Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity (MAW ESB). 
Mr. Hofer joined the FAO Regional O�ce as Senior 
Forestry O�cer in early September 2017. 

Cho, Mi Hee 
Korean Forest Service

“As we are planning to host 
the next session in Korea, we
hope participating here 
would help us in our 
preparation ”

Faces 
 of the 
Day 

Mr. Marcial C. Amaro Jr.
DENR-Philippines

“As the Outgoing Chair, my
 expectation is to carry this 
through not by myself but
by the incoming chair. 
I hope that with the new 
Secretary, we’ll see a 
smooth transition in the 
secretariat to addressing the 
needs of Countries.”
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APFNET proposed to develop a Sub-regional Network of 
Forestry Research Institutes in Southeast Asia that would 
increase researchers’ capacity, and communicate results
in a more e�ective manner.  Speakers highlighted the 
challenges, impacts and capabilities for research within 
their organizations. The host solicited suggestions on how
to run the network, and overall network design. The 
network will o�cally launch in March 2018. 

Partner event summaries

 
The Asia-Paci�c Forest Invasive Species Network
(APFISN) has been active in enhancing the capacity of 
countries in the region to manage Invasive Alien Species
(IAS). Habitat and species-speci�c protocols are aimed 
at providing a methodology for protecting against 
incursions of a speci�c pest into a speci�c habitat, 
or addressing the incursion and restoring the habitat 
if an invasive specieshas arrived.

APFISN Workshop on Habitat and species speci�c 
protocols for management of forest invasive species 

in the Asia-Paci�c region.

Advances in NFI
FAO-RAP  

National Forest Inventory (NFI) is an important tool in
forestry assessment. Forest statistics and other 
information produced by NFIs are widely used at 
national and international levels, addressing forest 
policy issues, and research on global forest, 
environmental, and social trends, which a�ect 
international policies. Technical, institutional and 
implementation challenges were discussed in the 
session to help countries in improving their NFI.   

Understanding the Scope for GCF support to the 
forestry sector and REDD+

FAO-RAP 
The Paris Agreement will o�er opportunites for adequate
and predictable �nancial resources to developing 
countries, including results-based payments (RBPs) and 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) as potential funding resources. 
GCF will support developing countries for forest sector 
and REDD+ with livelihood, forest services, and forest 
resources as priorities. 
 

A Large Role for Small-and-Medium Forest 
Enterprises: The current status of SME’s capacity 

for legal timber production and trade in the 
Asia-Paci�c region

FAO-EU FLEGT Programme, Responsible Asia Forestry 
& Trade partnership (RAFT), European Forest Institute 

(EFI) 
 Engaging and supporting SMEs with the means to 
“go legal” is vital for sustainable development outcomes, 
including poverty reduction. There are some key 
challenges for SME’s to engage or include in legal timber 
dialogue, including a need to change things like 
poor governance, weak institutions and lack of access 
to market information. More discussions of how to build 
neogotiation capacities of communities and the private
sector was mentioned as an important way for
communities to improve their access to formal markets
and legal trade .

Asia-Paci�c Network for Sustainable Forest 
Management and Rehabilitation (APFNet)

Asia Paci�c Association of Forestry Research Institutions
 (APAFRI) & FAO-RAP 

Consultation to develop sub-regional network to 
support forestry research in Southeast Asia 

The world is rapidly changing due to multiple drivers at 
global, regional and national levels. What will forests and 
forestry look like in 2030? and how can decision-makers 
make informed decisions ? are among key issues
discussed during the partner event “The future of 
forests and forestry in Asia and the Paci�c: The path to 
2030 and beyond”. Moreover, the event discussed 
pertinent issues that will shape forestry in the future 
such as water, food security, energy, investment in 
infrastructure, etc. All of this needs to be captured in the 
Asia Paci�c Forest Sector Outlook Study III.
 

The Path to 2030 and Beyond 

Asia-Paci�c Forest Invasive Species Network (APFISN),
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

- Regional O�ce for Asia and Paci�c (FAO-RAP)



4Reminders !
Get to know the latest news about scienti�c 
research projects, programmes and scienti�c 

�ndings. Visit the technical poster display 
at the Committee Lounge. 

Use the o�cal hashtag
to get connected ! 
 

Weather
Forecast

Did you know?

Forests and Climate Change 

Meeting Reception

1 USD = 153.7 LKR 
1 EUR = 180.8 LKR 

source: bloomberg

source: accuweather 

Morning thunderstorms, 
afternoon showers

The Path to 2030 

#APFC27
Sri Lanka houses two 
terrestrial ecoregions, 
montane rain forests and
lowland rain forests both 
of which are hotspots for
biodiversity, and renowned
for high levels of endemism.
The montane rainforest 
receives between 2500 mm
and 5000 mm of annual 
rainfall, which is the main 
in�uence for vegetation 
growth. 

Wednesday Partner Events

@FAOForestry
@FAOAsiaPaci�c

source: arkive.org

Panthera pardus kotiya 30 C
67%

o

Venue: Waters Edge- Eagle Hall
Details: 

Buses will leave directly from BMICH at the 
adjournment of APFC Session. 

Asia-Paci�c Forestry Invasive Species Network (APFISN)  Workshop
Room Tulip  l Time 15:30 - 17:00 l
A continuation of the Monday partner session, 
the workshop on habitat and species speci�c protocols 
for management of forest invasive species in the 
Asia-Paci�c region will continue to provide a platform 
for protocols to manage IAS across the region.
Mapping the Future: Taking Forestry Strategic Planning  to the 
Next Level by APFNet  Room  Orchid l Time 15:30 - 17:00 l
Building on three previous workshops and
most recently on a baseline assessment of gaps and 
needs of member economies, this session will present 
the results of the baseline assessment and the 
direction the Forest Planning Network will take 
moving forward. 
Bangladesh Forest Department, FAO, USAID, GIZ and Silvacarbon. 
Room  Lavender l Time 15:30 - 17:00 l 
A decade of forestry monitoring, management and 
protection in Bangladesh: this session will share 
knowledge gained by strengthening forest 
management under challenging conditions and will 
present the  country’s �rst ever Country Investment 
Plan (CIP).
Teak in Productive Landscapes.  Room  Sa�ron l Time 15:30 - 17:00 l
Teak is recognized for its physical and esthetic 
qualities as one of the most important hardwoods in 
the world.  This session will discuss how to strengthen 
knowledge of teak genetics, promote sustainable usage
and contribute to developing in and ex situ 
conservation programs.  

Countries within the Asia-Paci�c region represent close 
to 24 % of total reported NDCs to the UNFCCC. The 
region placed a high level of importance on Land use, 
Land use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) as being key to
reaching  mitigation targets and listed a range of 
adaptation strategies including community based forest 
managment and strengthing forest policies to enhance
SFM. NDCs will continue to be used by governments to 
develop policies and will contribute substaintially to the
 decison making process for forest managment. 

In response to rapidly changing societal drivers, Asia - 
Paci�c forestry will need to undergo rapid change in 
order to adequetly pursue the path of development
outlined by the SDGs. The �rst Asia-Paci�c Forest Sector 
Outlook Study (APFSOS) was completed by FAO in 1998, 
helping to form the basis of a number of regional and 
national initatives at the time and was repeated in 2010
as APFSOS II with an outlook to 2020.  The need for a 
new outlook for Asia-Paci�c forestry has been noted by 
a wide range of countries and organizations. The new 
proposed APFSOS III will provide a comprehensive 
report and will identify key drivers of change to the
 year 2030. 

Follow:
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