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The 27th session of the APFC o�cially opened on 
24 October 2017 in Bandaranaike  Memorial 
International Conference Hall (BMICH). 
The opening ceremony was kicked o� by a speech from 
the Conservator General of Forests, Mr. Anura 
Sathurusinghe, followed by remarks from the Assistant
Director-General of FAO Forestry Department, Mr. Hiroto 
Mitsugi. Mr. Mitsugi touched on the session theme 
“Forestry in a New Landscape” as being a challenge and 
an opportunity for forestry in the region in the face of 
changing external pressures. (continued on page 2)
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Forest cover in Sri Lanka  
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Wednesday 25 October 
Venue: Jasmine Hall
APFC session (agenda item 9 -13)                  8:30 - 12:00
Lunch                                                                      12:00 -13:30
APFC session (agenda item 14)                      13:30 - 15:30
Partner events                                                      15:30 - 17:00 What are your 

expectations for 
APFC?

Ms. Barbara Tavora Jainchill
UNFF

“The spirit of this conference 
was made very clear by the 

keynote speaker. He asked us 
What is a forest? What does a 

forest do? What should we 
expect from them? The role of
forests have been changing 

throughout the years 
and now, we are beginning to 

recognize forests as pieces
of a larger landscape and 

playing a more signifcant role”.

Faces 
 of the 

day 

Mr. Khuroo Anzar Khuroo
Uo Kasmir, India

“To gain a new perspective on 
forestry and view forestry in a 
new and evolving landscape, 

especially linking with the 
SDGs and other global forest 

targets. This more holistic 
understanding, should lead to

 better management and
conservation of forests 

around the world.”

The  keynote speaker, Mr. Tony Simons, Director General of 
The World Agroforesrtry Centre (ICRAF), stressed the need 
to think deeper about our landscapes including forests. 
He asked the audience “what do we want from forests? 
Is it water supply or other ecosystem services?”  These 
provisions are not without competing interests. 
He also noted that tropical forests are now a net source
of carbon emissions and that current carbon prices
severly undervalue carbon stored in trees and forests. 

He concluded the address by highlighting 14 key messages
and emphasized the need for landscape thinking as well as 
blended �nancing options.  

The President of the Republic of Sri Lanka, Mr. Maithripala 
Sirisena, graced the session with his presence. In his speech, 
he discussed the need to provide �nancial incentives to 
countries which are increasing forest cover and also 
expressed the need for the forest sector to convey simple 
and clear message’s to the public.  

Final words of the inaugural session were conveyed 
by the new APFC Secretary, Mr. Thomas Hofer. 
He welcomed all delegates, thanked the Sri Lankan hosts 
for their hospitality and wished for fruitful discussions. 

“ Sri Lanka is a wonderful 
country with a rich history and a 

beautiful tropical rainforest”
“ May the Forest

be with you”

Mr. Hiroto Mitsugi Mr. Tony Simons
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APFC delegates enjoyed an evening �lled with cultural entertainment and traditional foods. Hosted by the Ministry of 
Mahaweli Development & Environment and FAO,  the welcome reception was held at the Waters Edge-Eagle Hall in 

Battaramulla, Colombo

Welcome reception dinner

Traditional dances were performed
throughout the evening featuring

Surangana, Raban, Peacock 
and Ves dances. 

APFC delegates joined in
brie�y performing dances of their 

own.  

An incredible variety of
traditional dishes were 
served for delegates by 

the gracious hosts.



4Where to meet ?
Buses will pick up participants from the three 
conference hotels (Cinnamon Red, Movenpick, 
Renuka City) at 0630 (Field Trip 1) 0730 (Field Trip 2)  
         

 Use the o�cal hashtag
to get connected ! 
 

Weather
Forecast

Did you know?

What to bring ?

1 USD = 153.7 LKR 
1 EUR = 180.9 LKR 

source: bloomberg.com

source: accuweather.com 

Cloudy with showers in 
spots

#APFC27

Where to go ?

@FAOForestry
@FAOAsiaPaci�c

30 C
80%

o

 
For a happy trip it is advisable to bring an umbrella, 

raincoat, water, mosquito repellent, hat, 
proper footwear, camera,notebook and a smile :)

  

FIELD TRIP 1
Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage
  • Established in 1975 by the Sri Lanka Wildlife 
    Department to care for and protect orphaned
    elephants
  • Home of around 90 elephants
  • One of the Sri Lanka’s most popular tourist attractions
Wewaldeniya cane furniture and handyicraft 
manufacturing zone
  • Most prominent cane-based furniture and craft 
    manufacturing area in Sri Lanka
  • Involves around 200 families in this industry
  • Visitors will develop a better understanding of the
    contribution of the cane industry for the community

The draft regional strategy and action plan for forest 
and landscape restoration in Asia and the Paci�c was 
discussed under agenda item 5. Countries expressed 
strong support for the regional strategy and action 
plan and unanimously agreed to endorse the draft. 
Delegates updated the Commission on a range of 
related national initiatives that are already taking 
place, and suggested some key issues to consider, 
including the drivers of deforestation and forest 
degradation, community and private sector 
involvement, and sustainable �nancing for FLR. 

Follow us!

How do trees access 
the internet ?

They log on !

Forests in Sri Lanka cover 
close to 30% of the land 
area, a total of 1.94 million 
hectares, of which 22% are 
class�ied as having dense 
forest cover. Forest 
plantations comprised of 
teak, mahogany, eucalpytus 
and pine species account 
for nearly 1% of the land 
area. Various forest reserves 
cover approximately 55% of 
the total forest area 
managed by the Forest 
Department.  

(Forestry Department 
Sri-Lanka, 1999)

FIELD TRIP 2
Dombagaskanda Forest Reserve
  • Covers an area of 262 hectares with gentle slopes.
  • Ridges and peaks as high as 186 meters above 
    sea level
  • Home to 125 woody plant species,148 bird species
   14 species of mammals, and 27 species of reptiles
Kurara village home gardens
  • An important agro-forestry system in Sri Lanka
  • Contributes to food security of rural families
Conversion of pine  plantations into native species 
forest
  • Pine plantations are managed to achieve 
   environmental conservation and timber production
 Plywood production factory in Kandanapitiya
   • Privately-owned factory where local communities
     are involved in plywood production

chance of rain

Regional strategy and action plan on FLR APFC progress update 
The Commission reviewed progress in implementing 
APFC- and FAO-supported activities in the region. 
Delegates appreciated the range of activities 
implemented in the region and commended FAO for its 
e�orts. Key messages conveyed by the Commission 
included: the need for additional capacity building 
including in REDD+ readiness activities; the importance 
of trees and forests in mitigating impacts of natural 
disasters; and a recommendation for FAO to give 
greater attention to participatory approaches in 
developing its forestry activities. 

Highlights of the day 
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