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To experience forestry in a new landscape, APFC 
delegates took �eld trips to Pinnawala Elephant 
Orphanage and Dombagaskanda Forest Area. 

Field trip 1 showcased elephant conservation 
and local manufacturing of rattan furniture.  
Field trip 2 exhibited home gardens and 
agroforestry systems in Sri Lanka. 

(Continued on page 2)
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APFC delegates on Field Trip 1 visited Elephant Orphanage Pinnawala which provides refuge for young and unweaned 
elephants. Today, it plays a vital role in conservation education and research. Delegates also visited a rattan furniture

factory to witness the manufacturing process of rattan products, which are supplied from natural forests. 

Field Trip 1

Rattan is one of the major non- 
wood forest products extracted 
from forests for commercial 
purposes. There are over 10 native 
rattan species in Sri Lanka that are 
vital to the industry.  

Turning elephant dung into paper.
Dung is dried, boiled and pressed, 

being used as pulp to create 
recycled paper.  

Cane industry workers
weave rattan strips

and create a range of 
furniture products for sale. 

Rattans are usually cut to 12 ft 
lengths, dried in the sun, and 
then stripped and used for 
furniture production.  
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APFC delegates who joined Field Trip 2 visited Dombagaskanda Forest Reserve in the low land rainforest, home to 
125 species of woody plants. The extent of the forest reserve has been reduced from 240 to 193 hecatres due to

boundary encroachment and pressures from adjacent communities  

Field Trip 2

Delegates toured a privately owned
 plywood factory surrounded by 

a rubber plantation which involves
local people in the operation 

including supply of raw materials. 
They also tasted jackfruit from 

home gardens and sweet cakes 
from Arenga pinnata trees.  

Forest communities around 
Dombagaskanda Forest Reserve

harvest some NTFPs under 
permits issued by the Forest 

Department.  

Goyam Kavi is a traditional Sri Lankan
dance performed during harvest season. 



Weather
Forecast

Did you know?

accuweather.com 

Mostly cloudy with showers, rain
jackets or umbrellas are advised

30 C
54%

o

Primarily a beach destination, tranquil Bentota is 
home to a cluster of swanky resorts and villas, many
of them overlooking golden sand beaches. Around 
80km to the south of Colombo, this paradise is known
for its unspoilt sands and lush forests. Take a walk 
through the landscaped gardens to spot a variety 
of wildlife, from tree frogs to crocodiles. Whether 
you spend your days under a palm tree or trying 
some of the plentiful water sports on o�er is up to 
you, but be sure to set aside some time for a 
traditional Ayurveda massage and a trip to see the 
resident sea turtles at the Sea Turtle Protection 
Association.
 

The government of Sri
Lanka has formulated  
forest policies focusing on
biodiversity, soil and water
conservation, and with 
emphasis on increasing
forest cover. In addition, 
they encourage the public
to develop forest industries
and protect forests by  
promoting cooperation
and discussions among
the public, NGOs, private 
sector, and the government.   

chance of rain

Chill Out in Bentota’s Beach

  

Places not to miss in Sri Lanka 

(Forestry Department 
Sri-Lanka, 1999)

1 USD = 153.7 LKR 
1 EUR = 180.7 LKR 

bloomberg.com

Use the o�cal hashtag

 #APFC27
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@FAOForestry
@FAOAsiaPaci�c

Follow us!

Sigiriya is one of the most valuable historical monuments
in Sri Lanka. Referred to by locals as the Eighth Wonder of 
the World, this ancient palace and fortress complex has 
signi�cant archaeological importance and attracts 
thousands of tourists every year. The palace is located in 
the heart of the island between the towns of Dambulla 
and Habarane, on a massive rocky plateau, some 370 
meters above the sea level. It was designed in the form of 
a huge stone lion, whose feet have survived up to today 
but the upper parts of the body were destroyed. 
Fountains of Sigiriya built in the 5th century are some of 
the oldest in the world and the complex is recognized as 
one of the �nest examples of ancient urban planning. 

 

What were your 
impressions of the 

APFC?

Mr. Chris Brown
FAO - RAP 

“This is my ninth APFC
and it is one of the most

interesting and enjoyable, 
so far. Great work everyone !”

Faces 
 of the 

day 
Ms. Caryl Anne Barquilla

IFSA - Philippines

“As a youth delegate, 
attending the APFC 

was a great experience. 
Being exposed to international 

processes gives students 
 opportunities to learn 

about forestry issues in our 
region and become more

involved in the global 
forestry agenda”.  

 

APFC schedule for today 
Friday 27 October 
Venue: Jasmine Hall
APFC session (agenda item 15 -19)               8:30 - 10:00
Partner events                                                     10:30 -12:00
Lunch                                                                     12:00 - 13:30
Partner events                                                     13:30 - 15:00
APFC session (agenda item 20)                      15:30 - 17:00

Reminders !
Thank you for sharing your key �ndings, scienti�c 
results and interesting programs through posters 
and exhibition booths. You may take your posters with 
you after 17.00 Friday, 27th October. 

Sigiriya, The Rock Fortress
Have some spare time after the APFC meeting? Here 
are some places you can’t miss!

(Ashford holidays)(alphacoders.com)

The IFSA newsletter team !
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