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Key messages
 ↗ International prices of wheat showed mixed trends in April, but 
remained lower than a year earlier mostly reflecting good prospects 
for 2016 production. By contrast, maize export quotations generally 
increased, supported by solid export demand and concerns about 2016 
production prospects in South America. 

 ↗ In Asia, rice prices increased in exporting countries in April amid 
expectations of reduced 2015 secondary crops, due to dry weather 
associated with the El Niño phenomenon.

 ↗ In South Africa, prices of white maize continued to decline from the 
record levels of February with the ongoing harvest but were still high 
year‑on‑year, underpinned by tight supplies and poor crop prospects. In 
Nigeria, the currency weakness triggered further increases in domestic 
coarse grain prices, with those of sorghum at record highs. Steep price 
increases were also recorded in South Sudan.

 ↗ In Argentina, strong exports, supported by the weak local currency and 
the recent elimination of export taxes, underpinned prices of maize 
which were at record highs in April and pushed prices of wheat to 
double their year‑earlier levels. Similarly, in Brazil, maize prices were 
mainly underpinned by rising exports but also sustained domestic 
demand from the feed industry.

Price warning level:            High           Moderate  [Based on GIEWS analysis]

Contents
IntErnatIonal cErEal PrIcES ............................. 2

DoMEStIc PrIcE WarnInGS .................................. 3

WESt afrIca ........................................................... 8

SoutHErn afrIca .................................................. 9

EaSt afrIca .......................................................... 10

EaSt aSIa .............................................................. 12

cIS - aSIa anD EuroPE ......................................... 15

cEntral aMErIca anD tHE carIBBEan ............. 17

SoutH aMErIca ................................................... 18

Argentina | Maize

Brazil | Maize

Colombia | Rice

Haiti | Maize

Lesotho | Maize

Malawi | Maize

Mozambique | Maize

Myanmar | Rice

Namibia | Maize

Nicaragua | Maize

Nigeria | Coarse grains

South Africa | Maize

Swaziland | Maize

Zambia | Maize

Domestic price warnings

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the map do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal or constitutional status of any country, territory or sea area, or 
concerning the delimitation of frontiers. 

http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/price-warnings/detail/en/c/272144/
http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/price-warnings/detail/en/c/272144/


2 Food Price Monitoring and Analysis 11 April 2016

for more information visit the fPMa website here

INTeRNaTIONaL CeReaL PRICes

International prices of wheat followed mixed trends in the past month 
but remained generally lower than a year earlier. the benchmark uS 
wheat (no.2 Hard red Winter, f.o.b.) price averaged uSD 201 per tonne 
in april, 3 percent down from March and 16 percent below its level a 
year earlier. Improved winter wheat prospects in key-producing areas 
of the united States of america weighed on prices, which declined 
despite some strengthening in mid-april triggered by higher prices 
of maize and soybean. In the Black Sea region, argentina and Eu, 
strong exports supported wheat quotations, which increased by some 
3 percent in the past month.    

the international benchmark uS maize (no.2, Yellow, f.o.b.) price 
averaged uSD 164 per tonne in april, slightly up from March but 
still nearly 5 percent lower than the corresponding period last year. 
Prices were underpinned by sustained export demand and concerns 
about production prospects in South america, particularly in Brazil, 
due to adverse weather conditions. In argentina, prices increased due 

to harvest delays from heavy rains, while in the Black Sea region, 
quotations were supported by firm export demand. 

the fao all Rice Price Index (2002-04=100) averaged 195 points 
in april, 1 point less than in March, influenced by falling Japonica rice 
prices, while Indica and fragrant rice prices moved up somewhat. 
Despite a dearth of new sales, prices in thailand rose in april, mainly 
on concerns about the small size of the 2015 thai secondary crop, 
resulting in a 2.2 percent increase in the benchmark thai 100% B white 
rice quotation to uSD 400.8 per tonne. Prices in the other major asian 
origins also showed some increase: in Pakistan, on brisk demand; in 
Viet nam, on concerns about the effects of the severe drought on crops; 
and in India, on continuing Government procurement purchases. By 
contrast, prices declined in the united States of america, on reduced 
trade activity, while in argentina and Brazil, an appreciation of the local 
currencies against the uS dollar and fears of crop damage caused by 
excessive precipitation sustained quotations.

mixed trends for wheat prices in april, while those of maize generally increased
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DOmesTIC PRICe WaRNINgs

Yellow maize prices at record levels 
Yellow maize prices increased sharply in april and reached all-time highs, 
underpinned by strong exports, which were supported by the weak local 
currency and the recent elimination of export taxes (fPMa food Policies). the 
slow progress of the new harvest, disrupted by heavy rains, provided further 
upward pressure. Prices of wheat grain also increased significantly and 
were more than double their values in april last year. the high level of prices 
reflects strong exports following the relaxation of export controls, which also 
triggered a 9 percent increase in prices of wheat flour in april. In mid-april, 
the Government announced a number of measures aimed to provide selected 
food items at reduced prices.

argentina | Maize 

countries where prices of one or more basic food commodity are at abnormal high levels which could negatively impact access to food

Colombia | Rice 

Brazil | Maize

Rice prices relatively high 
Prices of rice remained high in april, although they declined from their records 
in March with the new harvest and recent imports from Mercosur countries 
and the united States of america. Production of the 2016 first season, which 
accounts for some 30 percent of the total, was affected by dry conditions, which 
contributed to support prices in previous months. However, the production 
outlook for 2016 remains overall positive, as an increase in plantings for the 
second season is expected to more than offset the reduction in the first season. 
rice prices in april remained 2-4 percent lower than the records of March and 
slightly above the high levels of april last year, mainly as a result of costlier 
inputs resulting from a weak local currency and increased border controls.   

Prices of yellow maize at all-time highs     
Yellow maize prices continued to increase in april and were at record highs, 
in nominal terms. the high level of prices reflects strong domestic demand 
from the feed industry and export demand, supported by the weak currency. 
concerns about the impact of dry weather on the 2016 second season maize 
crop, to be harvested from July, added to the upward pressure. the high 
prices led the Government to remove the import duties on maize in late april 
(fPMa food Policies) and recent imports from non-Mercosur countries were 
reported. Prices of wheat grain remained virtually unchanged and were more 
than 20 percent higher than in april last year mainly due to a reduced 2015 
crop. Prices of wheat flour, however, weakened further reflecting adequate 
imports, although they remained above their year-earlier levels. Prices of rice 
declined further from the record levels of february with the new harvest but 
remained higher than in april last year, as a result of depleted inventories and 
poor 2016 crop prospects.
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DOmesTIC PRICe WaRNINgs contd.

Haiti | Maize

Lesotho | Maize  

Prices of maize meal and beans remain up from a year earlier  
Prices of domestically-produced maize meal remained generally unchanged in 
april and were at levels well above those a year earlier. Prices of black beans, 
another food staple, were also generally higher than in april last year, despite 
some declines following the recent harvest. Prices were mainly underpinned by 
tight market supplies following the reduced 2015 production affected by severe 
dry conditions which caused losses of crops in all parts of the country, limiting 
food availability and resulting in sharp price increases of most domestically-
produced food crops. the depreciation of the local currency, which continued 
to lose value in april, provided further support to food prices. availability and 
prices of imported rice and wheat flour remained overall stable. 

malawi | Maize  
Maize prices fell seasonally, but remained at high levels  
the national average maize price fell further in april, as supplies from the 2016 
harvest increased market supplies. larger month-on-month price decreases 
were recorded in central and northern markets, which are the main producing 
regions, with smaller decreases registered in the south, which had been most 
affected by the dry weather. the overall tight supply situation and the impact 
of the regional drought, however, continued to sustain the high level of prices.   
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Maize price increases persist 
Prices of maize meal rose significantly for the second consecutive month in 
March and were about one-third above their year-earlier levels on account 
of the high prices in South africa, which supplies the bulk of the country’s 
consumption requirements. Poor production prospects for the 2016 cereal crop 
have also added upward pressure.  

http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/price-warnings/en/


Price warning level:           High          Moderate

5Food Price Monitoring and Analysis

for more information visit the fPMa website here

11 April 2016

DOmesTIC PRICe WaRNINgs contd.

mozambique | Maize  
Maize prices well above their year-earlier levels  
Maize prices increased sharply in the past months due to a combination of 
poor 2016 production prospects in the south and most central provinces, higher 
prices in South africa (a main trading partner) and the depreciation of the local 
currency. although good harvests are anticipated in northern provinces, the 
expectation of an overall reduced output this year is likely to maintain upward 
pressure on prices.    

myanmar | Rice  
Rice prices firm in April
Prices of emata rice, the most consumed variety, remained unchanged for the 
second consecutive month in april, but were almost one-third higher than the 
corresponding period last year. the high level of prices mainly reflects two 
consecutive seasons of reduced outputs. the 2015 aggregate rice production 
is forecast some 3 percent below the 2014 already reduced level following 
severe floods during the main season and dry weather which negatively 
affected the secondary season crop, currently being gathered.   

Namibia | Maize 
Maize prices continue to climb higher
Prices of maize meal rose sharply in March and were well above their year-
earlier levels, mainly on account of the high prices in South africa, which 
supplies the bulk of the country’s consumption requirements. the expectations 
of a second consecutive below-average harvest in 2016 and the depreciation 
of the namibia dollar also supported the higher prices. 
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Nicaragua | Maize  
Prices of white maize well above their year-earlier values
White maize prices showed some decline in april but remained nearly 
30 percent higher than a year earlier as a result of below-average market 
supplies following the sharply-reduced 2015 output affected by severe dry 
weather conditions. Prices of red beans remained virtually unchanged after 
the atypical increases of the previous two months, driven by strong export 
demand. Quotations of staple rice were stable and only slightly above their 
year-earlier values, mainly as a result of adequate volumes of imports which 
are expected to increase this year. 

Nigeria | Coarse grains
Coarse grain prices well above their levels last year  
Prices of coarse grains rose for three consecutive months and in March they 
were some 50 percent higher than a year earlier, with those of sorghum at 
record highs. Prices of both domestic and imported foods were underpinned by 
unfavourable macro-economic conditions with the ongoing rapid depreciation 
of the naira on the parallel market due to the drop in oil revenues. Prices of 
rice are also reportedly high, underpinned by a fall in imports following the 
imposition of restrictions (fPMa food Policies) and the depreciation of the local 
currency. In the northeast, market disruption and high transaction costs due 
to the ongoing conflict adds to the upward pressure. In an effort to lower food 
prices, the Government announced, in late april, the release of 10 000 tonnes 
of grain from the national Strategic Grains reserve.   

DOmesTIC PRICe WaRNINgs contd.
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south africa | Maize 
Maize prices continued to fall but still high year-on-year  
Prices of maize decreased for a second consecutive month in april on harvest 
pressure. the strengthening of the local currency, low international quotations 
and large imported volumes of yellow maize contributed to the decline. at 
the current level, yellow maize prices were 27 percent up on their year-earlier 
values, while a comparatively tighter supply situation for white maize has kept 
prices more than two-thirds higher than those in april 2015.    
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swaziland | Maize
Sharp maize price rises persist  
Prices of maize meal were about two-thirds above their year-earlier levels 
on account of the high prices in South africa, which supplies the bulk of the 
country’s consumption requirements. Poor production prospects for the 2016 
cereal crop have also added upward pressure.     
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Zambia | Maize
Maize prices fell seasonally but remain high  
the national average price of maize grain declined seasonally from the record 
high of the previous month reflecting the arrival of new supplies from the 2016 
harvest, estimated to be at a near-average level and above earlier expectations. 
However, overall tighter supplies reflecting the reduced 2015 output and large 
volumes of exports, sustained higher year-on-year prices. the depreciation of 
the currency also applied upward pressure.   
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WesT afRICa

Coarse grain prices mostly stable in the sahel belt but still on the increase in 
coastal countries  

In the Sahel belt, prices of locally-produced, millet and sorghum, the 
main staples, were stable or seasonally increased in april. In Mali, prices 
remained mostly unchanged reflecting good availabilities from the 2015 
harvests. Similarly, in Niger, sufficient market supplies from national 
production and imports kept prices of coarse grain stable in april, with the 
exception of millet, prices of which increased in some markets. By contrast, 
in Burkina Faso, prices recorded significant seasonal increases. In Chad, 
coarse grain prices increased in March in most markets, but remained lower 
than a year earlier, after significant declines over the past few months.

In coastal countries, in Nigeria, prices of coarse grains continued 
to increase sharply in March, with those of sorghum at record highs. 
Prices of both domestic and imported foods were underpinned by 
the ongoing rapid depreciation of the naira on the parallel market 
due to the drop in oil revenues. In an effort to lower food prices, the 
Government announced, in late april, the release of 10 000 tonnes 
of grain from the national Strategic Grains reserve. In Togo, prices 
generally strengthened in March and were above their year-earlier 
levels.
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sOuTHeRN afRICa

maize prices decline seasonally but still at high levels

Maize grain prices fell seasonally with the ongoing 2016 harvests but 
remained well above their year-earlier levels, reflecting overall tight 
supplies and an expected decrease in this year’s outputs. In South Africa, 
maize prices decreased further this month, under pressure from the 
ongoing harvest, low international quotations and large import volumes. 
the continued appreciation of the rand, although still significantly weaker 
than in the previous year, also contributed to push down prices. However, 
yellow, and in particular, white maize prices remained well above their 
year-earlier levels, mostly due to the overall tight supply situation and the 
expected 30 percent decrease in this year’s maize output. the high prices 
have exerted inflationary pressure in the subregion’s import-dependent 
countries, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland, where maize meal prices 

in March were over one-third higher than their year-earlier values. In 
Malawi, the national average maize price fell further in april, as supplies 
from the 2016 harvest increased market supplies. However, the overall 
tight supply situation and the impact of the regional drought continued 
to sustain prices. In Zambia, where the 2016 maize production is 
estimated to recover by 10 percent to return to a near-average level, 
maize grain prices fell seasonally in april, but the overall tight supply 
situation, following the 2015 reduced output, maintained prices relatively 
high. By contrast, in Zimbabwe, maize meal prices decreased further in 
March and were lower than a year earlier, mainly as a result of a stronger 
uS dollar, the country’s main currency. However, maize meal prices in 
uS dollar terms were still some of the highest in the subregion.  
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Retail prices of maize meal in Namibia
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Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, South Africa
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easT afRICa

High cereal prices in south sudan and the sudan  

In South Sudan, prices of cereals continued to soar in april and 
reached record levels, on account of the general economic downturn, 
high inflation and widespread insecurity. In Juba, prices of sorghum 
and maize increased by 11 and 7 percent, respectively, and were about 
three times higher than in april last year. In the Sudan, prices of 
locally-produced sorghum, the main staple, began increasing again 
in april and were more than one-third up on their year-earlier values 
as a result of tight availabilities following the drought-reduced 2015 
harvest. Millet prices rose for the second consecutive month in al fashir 
in the Darfur region, the main millet production and consumption 
area. By contrast, prices of wheat declined further in Khartoum with 
improved supplies from the recent harvest. In Uganda, prices of maize 
continued to increase in april in several markets following seasonal 
patterns. By contrast, in Busia, a key cross-border hub, prices declined 
due to lower demand from Kenya. overall, prices of maize in april were 
around or below their year-earlier levels. In Kenya, wholesale prices 
of maize remained relatively stable or declined somewhat in april and 

were down from a year earlier, on account of two consecutive above-
average harvests. Maize prices followed similar patterns in Ethiopia 
despite the drought-reduced 2015 output, as the ongoing relief food 
distributions and large carryover stocks from the above average 2014 
cereal production contributed to maintain adequate market supplies. 
Prices, however, remained higher than in april last year. Prices of 
wheat in the capital, addis ababa, remained stable in april after the 
recent declines mostly due to increased imports and were around their 
values a year earlier. In the United Republic of Tanzania, prices of 
maize decreased or remained unchanged after the increase of the 
previous months with the arrival of new green crop supplies from the 
msimu harvest, expected to be near average this year. However, prices 
were still at relatively high levels, reflecting the below-average 2015 
cereal production. In Somalia, prices of locally-produced sorghum 
and maize, the main staples, generally increased in april following 
seasonal patterns, but remained well below their year-earlier levels, 
as a result of adequate domestic availabilities.

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of maize in Uganda
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Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
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Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya

Percent Change
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Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
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Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic of Tanzania
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(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
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Prices of rice strengthened in rice exporting countries  

Domestic prices of rice generally strengthened in april and were 
higher than a year earlier. this was most notably the case in 
rice exporting countries, where quotations were underpinned by 
concerns over the impact of severe dry weather related to the 
El niño on 2015 secondary season crops, currently being harvested. 
In Thailand and Cambodia, prices were mainly supported by 
prospects of reduced 2015 secondary season crops. However, export 
sales to traditional buyers contributed to the upward pressure on 
prices. In Viet Nam, quotations also increased and were higher than 
a year earlier, despite the arrival of the 2016 main winter/spring 
crop into the market, reflecting concerns over crop losses due to 
the ongoing dry weather and salinity problems. In Myanmar, two 
consecutive seasons of output shortfalls kept prices one-third higher 
than a year earlier, with exports to china also providing upward 
pressure. In India, continuing Government procurement purchases 
kept prices stable in april. In Sri Lanka, after steep decreases in 

previous months, rice prices recovered somewhat in april following 
the completion of main crop harvest. By contrast, in Indonesia and 
Bangladesh, the arrival of 2016 main season harvests weighed on 
prices, which declined further in april. 

Prices of wheat and wheat flour remained stable or weakened 
throughout the subregion. In India, wheat prices were steady, despite 
the progressive arrival of the 2016 main crop in the market, as the 
output is expected to be below average. large ongoing Government 
procurement purchases also prevented price decreases. Wheat flour 
prices were also stable in China. Prices decreased in Pakistan, as a 
result of improved availabilities from the ongoing 2016 wheat harvest 
and in Bangladesh, following large-scale stock sales though the open 
Market Sale Scheme. By contrast, prices of mostly imported wheat 
flour continued to increase in Sri Lanka, following the reduction of 
tax concession on wheat flour imports. In Afghanistan, a decline in 
import flows supported prices of wheat flour in april.

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of rice in Bangkok, Thailand
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
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Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of rice in Viet Nam

Percent Change
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Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
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Retail prices of rice in India
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Latest Price
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Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Colombo, Sri Lanka
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Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Indonesia

Percent Change
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Latest Price
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Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, Bangladesh

Percent Change
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Retail prices of wheat flour in Pakistan
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Retail prices of wheat flour in Afghanistan
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CIs - asIa aND euROPe

export prices of wheat on the increase, while domestic prices decline further

In the exporting countries of the subregion, export prices of milling 
wheat increased in april, mostly supported by strong demand, 
but remained well below their year-earlier levels, particularly in 
Kazakhstan. However, domestic prices of wheat grain and wheat 
flour declined in most countries of the subregion. In the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine, domestic wheat prices decreased on 
account of stronger national currencies and improved prospects 
for the 2016 wheat crops. In import-dependent countries, prices 
of wheat and wheat products also declined, mainly reflecting the 
generally low export prices. In Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, prices 

of wheat flour continued to decrease in april and were down 
from a year earlier as a result of adequate and low-priced wheat 
imports from neighbouring exporters. Similarly, prices of wheat flour 
weakened in Armenia and in Belarus in March. By contrast, prices 
of imported wheat flour continued to increase in Azerbaijan and 
rose slightly in Georgia, remaining above their year-earlier levels 
largely because of weak national currencies. In Uzbekistan, where 
the Government set maximum prices for main food products, prices 
of wheat flour remained unchanged in april, but some 10 percent 
higher than the corresponding period last year.

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in the Russian Federation
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Export prices of milling wheat
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Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan

Percent Change
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Latest Price
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Retail prices of wheat flour in Georgia
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Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan

Percent Change

27

29

31

33

35

37

Apr-14 Jul-14 Oct-14 Jan-15 Apr-15 Jul-15 Oct-15 Jan-16 Apr-16

Bishkek

Jalal-Abad

National Average

Naryn

Som per kg

Source(s): National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

31.07

29.50

31.60

32.90

-3.5

-4.2

-2.3

-0.2

-8.2

-13.6

-7.9

-0.2

-8.6

-14.6

-9.1

-2.5

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in Ukraine
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CeNTRaL ameRICa aND THe CaRIBBeaN

Prices of white maize and beans relatively stable in april 

In most countries of the subregion, white maize prices in april 
remained close to their previous month’s values, with continuing 
imports contributing to supply markets affected by reduced domestic 
availabilities. In the capital city markets of Honduras and Guatemala, 
prices remained virtually unchanged in april and were only slightly 
higher than the corresponding period last year. In Nicaragua and 
Haiti, however, maize prices remained well above their year-earlier 
levels due to the tight domestic supplies following the drought-reduced 
2015 harvests. In Mexico, prices were also higher than a year earlier 
supported by currency weakness. 

Bean prices remained overall relatively stable in april; however, 
while prices of red beans were in general lower than their year-earlier 
levels, those of black beans averaged higher. In Nicaragua, red bean 

prices remained virtually unchanged compared to March and were 
down from a year earlier. In Honduras, prices strengthened somewhat 
mostly due to export demand but remained more than 15 percent 
below their year-earlier values. In El Salvador, prices weakened 
and were some 20 percent down from a year earlier reflecting 
adequate availabilities following recent imports. In Guatemala and 
in the Dominican Republic, prices of black beans showed some 
seasonal increases and were higher than a year earlier. In Haiti, 
black bean prices declined or remained unchanged in april but were 
at high levels underpinned by tight market availabilities following 
the reduced 2015 production. In Mexico, black bean prices eased 
marginally in several markets but were higher than in april last year, 
mainly supported by the weak currency.

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of maize and black beans in Guatemala
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Retail prices of black beans in Haiti
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sOuTH ameRICa

maize prices at record highs in argentina and Brazil, those of wheat well above a 
year earlier 

In the main producing countries of the subregion, argentina 
and Brazil, prices of yellow maize increased sharply in april and 
reached all-time highs in nominal terms. In Argentina, prices 
were underpinned by strong exports, which were supported by 
the weak local currency and the recent elimination of export 
taxes (fPMa food Policies). In Brazil, the increase in prices was 
triggered by strong domestic and export demand, and more recently 
by concerns about the impact of dry weather on the 2016 second 
season maize crop. the high prices led the Government to remove 
the import duties on maize in late april (fPMa food Policies). Maize 
prices also increased in minor producing country, Peru, following 
a recent decline in imports. Elsewhere in the subregion, in Bolivia, 
Chile and Ecuador, maize prices declined significantly with the 
2016 maize harvests and were below their year-earlier levels. By 
contrast, in Colombia, yellow maize prices in april were more than 
10 percent higher supported by the weak local currency, despite its 
recent strengthening.

  Prices of wheat grain continued to increase in key exporter 
Argentina and were more than double their values in april last 
year. the high level of prices reflects strong exports as a result of the 

currency depreciation and the relaxation of export controls, which 
also triggered a 9 percent increase in prices of wheat flour in april. 
In Brazil, prices of wheat grain remained virtually unchanged and 
were more than 20 percent higher than in april last year mainly due 
to a reduced 2015 crop. Prices of wheat flour, however, weakened 
further reflecting adequate imports, although they remained above 
their year-earlier levels. In Chile, wheat prices seasonally increased in 
april but were still significantly below their values last year reflecting 
good domestic availabilities. In Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru, prices of 
wheat flour remained virtually unchanged in april and were overall 
down from a year earlier on account of adequate import volumes. By 
contrast, in Colombia, prices were up from the previous year due to 
the weak local currency. 

In general, rice prices eased in april with the beginning of the 2016 
harvests, despite expectations of a reduced crop in most countries of 
the subregion, and remained around their year-earlier levels. However, 
in Brazil, the subregion’s largest producer, prices remained well above 
their values in april last year. also, in Colombia, prices were relatively 
high mainly as a result of increased production costs resulting from 
a weak local currency.

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in Argentina

Percent Change
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize in Brazil
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Latest Price
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize in Ecuador

Percent Change
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Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in Argentina

Percent Change

500

1500

2500

3500

4500

5500

Apr-14 Jul-14 Oct-14 Jan-15 Apr-15 Jul-15 Oct-15 Jan-16 Apr-16

Buenos Aires, Wheat

Buenos Aires, Wheat (�our)

Argentine Peso per tonne

Source(s): Bolsa de Cereales

2278.57

3910.00

5.5

8.6

18.4

8.6

102.6

39.6

Latest Price
(Apr-16) 1M 3M 1Y

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in Brazil
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Retail prices of rice in Colombia

Percent Change

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

Apr-14 Jul-14 Oct-14 Jan-15 Apr-15 Jul-15 Oct-15 Jan-16 Apr-16

National Average, Rice (�rst 
quality)

National Average, Rice (second 
quality)

Colombian Peso per kg

Source(s): Fedearroz

3588.67

3224.67

-1.3

-1.3

9.9

11.3

3.3

6.7

sOuTH ameRICa contd.

http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/regional-roundups/en/


This bulletin is prepared by the Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Team in the Trade and Markets Division 
of FAO. It contains latest information and analysis on domestic prices of basic foods mainly in developing countries, 
complementing FAO analysis on international markets. It provides early warning on high food prices at country level  
that may negatively affect food security. 

This report is based on information available up to early May 2016. 

All the data used in the analysis can be found in the FPMA Tool at: www.fao.org/giews/pricetool

For more information visit the FPMA Website at:  www.fao.org/giews/food-prices

Enquiries may be directed to:
Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Team
Trade and Markets Division (EST) 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
E-mail: GIEWS1@fao.org
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whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status 
of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning 
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific 
companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have 
been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or 
recommended by FAO in preference to others of a similar nature that 
are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of FAO.
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