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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

The Central Asian aquaculture sector was hit hard by the collapse of the former 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). The sector’s output decreased 

the sector has shown clear signs of recovery in the last few years. Production is 

responsible. 
The development goal of the regional programme is to increase the 

 also belonged to the political and economic partnership of the 

2 and Central Asia
very similar. 

The present publication is thought to gradually contribute to the dissemination 

––––––––––––––––––––
1

2
3 
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the newly formed Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture 

employees of these establishments.
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ABSTRACT

but has been introduced practically everywhere outside its native geographical 
and climatic range.

health of the environment.

among them. 

infrastructure and the optimum utilization of feeds and other production inputs 
require skilled and knowledgeable farm managers and workers. These create the 
preconditions for a successful and sustainable carp aquaculture. 

production of carps in general and of common carp in particular. These are 

Natural culture of carp and the biological control of water weeds with carps 

Although at present the production of common carp is feasible only in pond 

monoculture and intensive culture of carp in tanks and cages.

Woynarovich, A.; Bueno, P.B.; Altan, Ö.; Jeney, Zs.; Reantaso, M.; Xinhua,
Y.; and Van Anrooy, R.
Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern 
Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.

 pp.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Before the huge changes in the politics and economies in the regions countries of 
2 and Central Asia

considerably in these countries. Chinese major carps4 were introduced and 
intensive carp polyculture technologies were developed and practiced. 

began to be questioned as soon as the countries shifted to a market economy.

and operating costs. Financial constraint was compounded by the absence of 

the most suitable and applicable technologies. This was because the technologies 

missing.

weakened or even disappeared. What followed was a long and steady decline in 

Causes for the collapse included among others: 

––––––––––––––––––––
1

2
3
4
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investments in the industry and absence of specialized credit lines for 

subsidies and efforts made to maintain hatcheries in good conditions and 
lack of investment in modern processing and marketing facilities and 

social factors (e.g. poverty increase in rural areas led to increased 

of the industry combined with widespread corruption in the handover 

technical factors (e.g. lack of academic and vocational education 

quality feed).

currently most of the catches go unrecorded (generally because of lack 
of information and statistics capacity) and IUU5

Country 1988 – 
1989

1989 - 
1991

1991 - 
1992

1992 - 

Tonnes
 Albania 45 46
 Belarus 

2 257
 Bulgaria 8 655 7 255
 Croatia 2 722 2 575
 Czech Republic 
 Czechoslovakia 

––––––––––––––––––––
5
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Country 1988 – 
1989

1989 - 
1991

1991 - 
1992

1992 - 

Tonnes

4262 2268

Yugoslavia Republic)

 Poland 
 Romania 26 765
 Serbia 

 Slovakia 426 266
 Slovenia 52
 Ukraine 87 574
Socialist Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia 8 872

177 636
 Armenia 
 Azerbaijan 52
 Georgia 564 52

7 878 8 255
55

 Tajikistan 2 782 667
 Turkmenistan 2 422 28
 Uzbekistan 

countries
43 916 41 363 15 735 5 376

countries

297 553 284 517 218 999 138 295

China

Iraq 8 276
Islamic Rep. of Iran 25 627
Russian Federation
Turkey 767
Source

Introduction
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Country

Period
1988 – 
1989

1989 - 
1991

1991 - 
1992

1992 - 

%
 Albania 55

 Belarus 65 28

 Bulgaria 84 46

 Czechoslovakia 

26

75

57

88 58 48

 Poland 

 Romania 84 66 55

 Ukraine 27

 Yugoslavia SFR 

94 79 48 42

 Armenia 52

 Azerbaijan 87

 Georgia 72 7

8

87 5

 Tajikistan 86 2

 Turkmenistan 87 44

 Uzbekistan 

114 98 37 13

96 84 74 46 38

China

Iraq 58 42

Islamic Republic of Iran 258

Russian Federation 44 58

Turkey 67 47

Opportunities for the sector in general and for producers of carps in particular 
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6

improving environmental conditions by reducing impacts on the 

attaining food quality standards and improving marketability of the 
product.

of standards. Adoption of the guidelines is relatively easy to achieve without 

production. Pond polyculture of large cyprinids (common carp and Chinese major 

7

but most of these huge resources are underused. 

––––––––––––––––––––
6 This chapter followed the logic and adopted the main views and points of the relevant chapter 

7

ha in the countries of the Caucasus and Central Asia.

Introduction
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worse and better is continuously reducing. Best producers are those whose performance is well 

2) Farmers with best performance ensure and dictate the development and sophistication of 

practices will support the development of the actual management performance of farmers.
Source
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different aquatic farming systems.

the same steps and achieving similar success because of their improved production practices. 

The objectives of the document are to support the carp farmers with applicable 

envisaged that this publication will serve as an effective tool of carp farmers and 

objectives will be fully achieved.
Common carp (Cyprinus carpio

Pond culture is practically the only way it is being farmed in the two regions. The 
contribution of tank and cage culture of carp to the overall production is so small 

carps in tanks and cages are discussed in an attachment to this document (see 

Preconditions of successful carp production are both the good quality and 

production facilities which is presented in Figure 2.

Introduction
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Illustration courtesy of Andras Woynarovich

issues follow and link to each other. Consequently it will guarantee easy 
understanding of the information and proper adoption of the recommendations 
presented in the following chapters. 
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Illustration courtesy of Andras Woynarovich

Introduction
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2.  FARM FACILITIES, MACHINERY AND VEHICLES

There is a certain production infrastructure and production environment that 

This chapter describes the following activities:

rehabilitation and maintenance of machinery and vehicles.

new facilities should be built in accordance with acceptable engineering 

many potential problems can be avoided by employing contractors who 

the amount and quality of available water and the management capacity 
for the farm. Water supply should be reliable and pipes and canals large 

ponds should be done by gravity.

connect the farm to the national electricity grid. 

as analyses of water and soil quality.
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Ponds and outdoor tanks 

Fish hatchery

cost of labour.

Farm buildings

tests and hydrobiological investigations can be performed with the objectives 

unit of a new farm in a building from which the ponds can be viewed and easily 
reached.

Roads

2.1.1  Site selection

Suitability of the site is important because it fundamentally determines the 

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles
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geographical location should facilitate easy access to services and 
markets.

live on the farm or stay there in shifts.

Soil quality
Different soil characters deeply affect the quality of pond construction and 

tested. Soil for pond construction should be impermeable and strong enough to 

decreased. 

will deposit on the pond bottom. This rusty sediment may hinder the respiration 

Topography of site

suitable for carp culture.

2.1.2 Water source

quality and quantity of the available water should be checked as summarized 
below.



13

Quality/parameters Minimum
Optimal/

desired range
Maximum Lethal

Temperature (Co) 4 20–25 30 35–35.8

Turbidity (mg/l) <25

pH 6.5 7–8 8.5 <4.7 – >10.8

Salinity (‰) 0.5 – 1.5 5.0000

Relative conductivity (at 20 oC) μS/cm 800 1 600

Dissolved oxygen (mg/l) 4 >6

Hardness (ppm) 100 120 – 180 300

Ammonium ion (mg/l) (pH dependent) <1.0000 2.5000 see Table 6

Free ammonia (mg/l) 0.0200

Nitrite ion (mg/l) <0.1000 0.3000

Nitrate ion (mg/l) <20 40

Hydrogen sulphide (mg/l) 0.0020

Orthophosphate ion (mg/l) 0.3000 2.0000

Arsenic (mg/l) 0.0500 0.1000

Zinc (mg/l) 0.2000 0.7000 1.0000

Mercury (mg/l) 0.0005 0.0010

Cadmium (mg/l) 0.0030 0.0040 0.0050

Chrome – total (mg/l) 0.0100 0.0200 0.1000

Nickel (mg/l) 0.0200 0.1000

Lead (mg/l) 0.0100 0.0500 0.1000

Iron (mg/l) <0.5000 0.9000

Copper (mg/l) 0.2000 0.0220 1.0000

Cyanide (mg/l) 0.0100 0.1000

Total suspended material (mg/l) 1 000 1 500

Crude oil (mg/l) 0.6000

Petroleum (mg/l) 0.3000

Diesel (mg/l) 0.0400

Petrol (mg/l) 0.0050

Source:

Quality of water

or pollution is good for carp culture. To be sure that the water is suitable for carp 
culture its quality must be checked in a laboratory. Qualitative criterions of water 

breweries and bean curd works is rich in organic materials. These may be 

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles
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Underground water often contain gases and minerals that might be harmful 

Quantity of water
At site selection seasonal availability of water in the required quantity is a 

as hydrology and precipitation are important. Plan of the yearly used water is 

aspects should be considered:

quantity of water needed during the production seasons to replace seepage 
and evaporation of pond water.

water levels measured in the last 25 years has to be checked. The site should 

prevention should be done.

2.1.3 Pond construction
Ponds should be planned and constructed with environmental considerations. 

Pond should not be constructed in the vicinity of large trees. They will 
shed the water surface and their roots may cause seepage. Their leaves 
will fall into the water from where they have to be removed. 

irradiance.

Size and depth of pond should serve well the actual production. In case of 

uniform size.

Nursery ponds should be less than a few hectares. Their optimal size 

metres on average.

uniform. 
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from the pond.

compacted and worked together with the below one.

roots should be removed and the remaining soil below should be well 
compacted. It is often recommended to replace the removed top soil 
evenly along the pond bottom. This layer should also be compacted. 

and low organic content to minimize seepage. Poorly designed and constructed 

construction considerations are:

and to reduce construction costs. 

ponds. 

deeper end. A slight slope from dyke foot to the central area helps drainage 
and harvest operation. This will allow proper drainage and drying pond 
bottom after harvest. 
Inlets and outlets should be installed. For each pond these should be 

Slope of dykes should be determined by a specialized civil engineer as it 

than soil allows erode quickly and hence increase maintenance costs.
Pond dykes should be high enough to hold water and resist wind and 
waves. 
Slopes of dykes should be enforced against erosion with planted grass. 

Construction should be carried out during “dry” season to minimize 
sediment runoff.
Care should be taken to avoid polluting adjacent waters with silt. 
Temporary silt fences can be installed during construction to slow down 

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles
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Water intake and drainage system
This system is to maintain water level and change water in ponds. This is why an 
independent water intake and drainage system should be constructed. This system 

frequent problems of old and unused ponds are:

thick silt/sludge which accumulated on the pond bottom during the 

machinery and vehicles are broken. 
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pond. 

internal sides. This will allow quick and proper control and management of pond water. Grooves 
should be parallel and their internal surface smooth to hold water properly if planks are placed 

from the bottom. Through such monks water drains only from the surface.

Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

physical state and qualities should be improved through rehabilitation and 
renovation.

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles
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and lack of maintenance of the road built on their top. Passing and compacting 

improve durability of the dyke. 

Stone and reed will prevent erosion of dyke. Such support of dyke should be repaired yearly.

Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich. Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

pipes are broken and water outlets are damaged so much that they can hardly be 
used. In case of such problems emerge the structure should be repaired in order 
to avoid bigger problems later. 

It is advantageous if ponds have uniform size and shape. In case of 

should be considered.
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On the bottom of unused ponds tick vegetation may develop. If the pond bottom 

sedge will develop. First step in these cases is to drain the pond in order to dry its 
bottom. After drying vegetation (including roots) can and should be removed. A 

Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

pond bottom. In ponds that are continuously used silt should be removed. It can 
be done with the dry and wet methods.

Dry method is when the pond bottom is dried and the dry silt/sludge is removed. 
It can be done manually or with a machine. Scooping all of the unwanted silt is 

pond structure and water quality.
Wet method is when a sucking dredger is used. This is a much more popular 

production.
A widely followed practice is when the sludge is stirred in the pond during 

drainage. For this purpose carp is fed at the outlet where they dig the pond bottom 
for feeds. As feeding is done in the internal harvesting pit where sludge usually 

or sludge traps should be used as recommended earlier.

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles



20 Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus And Central Asia

any corresponding measures. If the pond bottom or dyke contains a lot of sand 

/ha of cow dung spread on the pond bottom several times.

or reconstructing of the dyke properly are the only options.

Acid soils are common in many parts of the world. This type of soil can be 
regulated with limestone (CaCO 2). 

BOX 2

is big. 
If such machinery is use not only by the owner but they are also rented in the frame of 

ponds and roads.
In case of acute problems government supported specialised cooperation can be a feasible 

solution (see details in Chapter 8). 

Steps of rehabilitation dust roads of farms are:
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Compacting the surface of road. 
Often farm buildings are also in decaying state. These should also be renovated 

and used for the purpose they were originally built for.

2.2.7 Fencing

will return well through increased safety and reduced pouching. Though price of 

the purpose. 

road conditions. On the other hand there is a huge demand for works such as 

These government or producers’ associations supported regional or local 

of the daily routine. 

Prevention in the form of immediate repairs is the best remedy against costly 
maintenance works. It is especially true if water supply and drainage structure or 

time to time to detect and repair cracks that may grow longer and larger 

Farm Facilities, Machinery and Vehicles
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Dust roads usually become damaged after heavy rains or during thawing in 

remains in the furrows left by the wheels of vehicles. Such water pools on the 
road will enlarge and deepen unless they are properly drained and levelled.

ice. These destroy both the surface and the foundation of roads. The changes as 

tarmac and paved roads includes the maintenance of the drainage canals on their 
side. This ensures that water will not remain to loosen and freeze the surface and 
foundation of the road.

and be repaired immediately.

road in a reliable working condition. For this reason they should be inspected each 

substantial spare parts is one of the preconditions of keeping machinery and 
vehicles in good reliable working condition.
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3. CARP CULTURE

polyculture in ponds. This also includes a wide range of different steps and 

this sequence.

3.1. Broodstock management

the broodstock. Creating and maintaining broodstock in a controlled pond 
environment with no reliance on wild populations of unknown and unpredictable 
performance will ensure production of quality progeny in the form of good quality 

already selected to be reared for propagation 
purposes (right).
Photos courtesy of Zsigmond Jeney and Galina 
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as well as ensures to use only the best females and males.

important that only young well performing perfect specimens should be selected 

shape and appearance with an average weight of the population is the best choice 

and overall management. Selection of future brooders should be based on the 
following phenotypic characteristics:

the following: 

In order to protect them from poaching the broodstock ponds should be 
in the centre of the farm.

Broodstock ponds built on productive soil should be smaller but deeper 
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Broodstock should be treated with special care in order to obtain the best possible 

The post propagation maintenance period of broodstock starts when males and 

should be used. The guiding rules of stocking are:
Number of stocked brooders of common carp and Chinese major carps 

to change water. Otherwise the number of stocked brooders should not be 

important for yolk production in the newly developing eggs.

8 per/day will ensure appropriate 
supplementary feeding of carp.

separating the matured ones

the abdomen of males and females will have large medium soft bellies 

rearing ponds.
In spring it is essential to stock males and females in separate ponds. For 

density if water is continuously changed.
Spawners should be fed in the spring with feeds high in animal protein 

feeding should be reduced to one percent of body weight. 

––––––––––––––––––––
8 BW is the abbreviation of body weight.
9 It is if future and actual stocks of brooders are reared together in same ponds.

Carp Culture
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of the most important technological phases of carp culture. Provision of the best 

rearing hatched larvae.

Carp hatcheries are universal and can be used for producing feeding larvae of many different 

supply system and devices. 
The water system must be reliable to deliver enough water of the required quality (free of 

arrives to the hatchery from an elevated water source by gravity.

Control of water temperature is essential only in large carp hatcheries. In smaller ones 
temperature control is not so important. Uncontrolled water temperature does not allow early 

that such hatchery has a lower cost of investment and operation.

selection of suitable females and males for propagation and putting them 

inducing ovulation with hormone treatment.

fertilization and treatment of eggs before incubation.
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BOX 4

There is a well developed technology for induced spawning of carp. It is when females 
and males are stocked into special shallow ponds to produce fry. In order to ensure and 

and males spawn. Released and fertilized eggs and hatched larvae remain in the pond 

hatchery conditions. 

spawning is only 5 percent while the result of induced ovulation and its subsequent 

the advantage is even more pronounced. 

Those brooders which are checked but not selected should be gently released 
back to the pond. 

Inducing ovulation and fertilization of eggs 
Induced ovulation of common carp is the technique when hormone is administered 

of eggs in females and release the sperm in males. For this purpose dry carp 
pituitary (hypophysis) glands or different hormone products
principles of induced ovulation are: 

It is essential to keep females and males undisturbed between hormone 

o o

 per kg BW 
. This injection is administered 

when males are transferred to the hatchery.

––––––––––––––––––––
10 Producers have their own brands which are traded under different names.
11 Application of synthetic hormones traded by different producers is an alternative way.
12

Carp Culture
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(2.2). 

Source:

Before the second dose the genital opening of females should be closed 
 during 

the closing of genital opening and administration of second dose will 

––––––––––––––––––––
13
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o) after the 

Stripping of females and males should also be done in anesthetised 
condition.
Collecting eggs and milt need to be done in absolutely dry condition. 
Weighing of stripped eggs on a letter or kitchen balance will help 

larvae. 

kg of dry eggs.

pure carbamide. 

pottery or porcelain clay (kaolin).
Induced ovulation and fertilization of eggs of Chinese major carps should 

propagation. This helps their selection. 
Females should be weighed more precisely (with ½ kg preciseness) than 
carp females. 
Females receive a slightly higher dose of pituitary (about 5 mg/kg 
bodyweight) and their genital opening should not be closed after the 
second dose.

Solutions are not used during fertilization of eggs. Use of normal hatchery 
water is enough.

fertilization. This is to allow the fragile eggs to swell to full size in the 
jars. 

––––––––––––––––––––
14
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Closing the genial opening of carp. It should 
be done in “N” form with a banded chirurgical 
needle and with soft but strong string (above).

(below). 
Photos 
Jeney.

Regular inspection of developing eggs is important. This includes 
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disease occurs.
o)  to fully develop and 

hatch.

feeding even if their yolk sacks are not fully consumed. At this stage of 

larvae to feed independently. After the digestive tracks of larvae remain 
yellow they are to be transferred into nursery ponds. 
Removal of larvae from the hatchery jars should be done through a 

Silver carpCommon carp

––––––––––––––––––––
15 It is the summed up value of the daily average water temperature. 

Carp Culture
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Silver carpCommon carp

In case of Chinese major carps procedure of incubation of eggs and rearing of 
hatched larvae is the same. The only difference is that the fertilized eggs should be 

Photos 
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is removable in order to clean and dry them properly. 
Photos

The length of the stiff pipe of the siphon 
should be as long as the depth of the larvae 

should have a matching siphon.

microns) on its upper part through which 

these sieves this bucket should be placed into 

remain concentrated in the bucket. 
A removable sieve in a bucket also serves the 
purpose.
Source

useful but is also an integral part of calculation results. Form presented in Figure 

Carp Culture
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BOX 5

Advanced fry should be harvested in time. Fish farmers who wait with the harvest because they 

feeding and harvesting.

arriving water. (The dimensions are in millimetres.) 

Source:
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known and observed. These are:
pond bottom must be kept dry during winters and cleaned and tilled 

before immediate use pond bottom and underwater slopes of dykes should 

productivity of water should be increased with manure and fertilizers in 

same day as the larvae are hatched. 

insecticide

manuring and fertilization of the pond.

quantity of zooplankton and will also provide shelter for the developing fry.

developing fry are: 

into the pond.

––––––––––––––––––––
16 Chemicals that contain either organophosporic acid ester or trichlorfon are usually suitable 

Carp Culture
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temperature of the transporting water to the pond water.

Feeding of good quality feed with suitable consistency and size should 

in Chapter 7).

of fertilization (F.) and proportion of crippled larvae (C.) should be estimated. Without such 

produced in the hatchery. 
Source:
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3.3.3 Harvesting

and transferred to rearing ponds for further rearing. During harvesting there are 

important. 

 for a few hours. 

Number of advanced fry is counted in a simple way. Counting of advanced 

samples are taken with a suitable plastic sieve. These samples are counted then 

should be counted and multiplied with the calculated average.

Transfer and transport of advanced fry should be done either in plastic bags 

Carp Culture
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Photos

Photos 

BOX 6

Sustainable production of common carp depends largely on broodstock management and 
production of high quality seed. Government support should focus on developing and funding 
the related activities:

National Breeding Program.
Progeny Performance Test of different carp strains. 
Financial support for applying Quality Seed Production Schemes.
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BOX 7

production cycle will be better.

much more frequently selected option. This may be practiced if:

countries.
 Four year long production cycle is selected when water temperature of ponds remains around 
oC. Therefore growth of carp is relatively slow. 
According to recent trends smaller table size carps are stocked for an additional fourth year 

CCA.

Carp Culture
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produced during the third year.

that pond culture of carps is based on thousand years of traditions and is one of 

 and its three different levels of intensity in 
 bridge between the 

and evaluation of production. 

BOX 8

Filling up of pond is too slow.
Water is not properly screened.

Keeping pond dry

continuous drainage of melting snow and rain water is important. In order to 

should be cleaned and kept clean from mud.

Repair of pond

Cleaning and cultivation of pond bottom

second step of pond preparation. Cutting for later use and carefully burning the 
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rest of dry sedge and reed will allow better growth of the new and fresh vegetation 
in shallow waters. Such eradication of dry sedge and reed will stop their regrowth 
in deeper waters. This is especially true if large enough grass carp can graze on 
the freshly growing tender shoots of emerging water plants. Passing of dry pond 
bottom with a disk harrow will ensure healthier life of benthos. 

on less fertile soil is a feasibly option to increase their productivity. 

helps to disinfect waters remained in ponds. 

Liming

patches in the depressions of pond bottom are treated with quick lime. The rest of 
the recommended quantities of lime should be distributed evenly over the pond 

Inundation of pond
Ponds used for growing any age group of carps are usually harvested in the 
autumn. This time ponds are completely drained. There are pros and cons 

the very beginning of early spring. This is why the pond left dry for winter has 

favourable for water plants and they will grow parallel with the rising water and 

Appropriate screening of water during inundation of ponds is the only 

Carp Culture
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(larger) generations. Orientations about recommended mesh size of screens are 

Manuring and fertilization

larger preparatory dose should be evenly distributed over the pond water. Actual 
quantities vary according to the type and quality of manure and fertilizer (see 

3.4.2 Stocking

of ponds is not fully utilized.

Intensity of production

farmers to adjust to the actual market conditions and demands.
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intensities
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Growth potential of carp is huge and it can attain the individual weight of about 

second and third years; therefore these are the average weights that should be 

TABLE 4

Recommended proportions of carp in polyculture at different level of intensity

Species
Intensity of production

Extensive Semi-intensive Intensive

Common carp (%) ~ 30 ~ 50 ~ 70

Silver and bighead carp17 (%) ~ 30 30–35 15–20

Grass carp (%) ~ 30 10–15 5–10

Predators (%) ~ 10 ~ 5 ~ 5

Total 100 100 100

Size of predators should be always smaller than the size of carps. The easiest 

carps or they should be much smaller than carps.

absolute quantity of them is what counts. In a pond where invasive species are 

––––––––––––––––––––
17
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Execution of stocking
The task of stocking is simple. Fish should pass with the least stresses possible. 

oC. A good practice is when the transporting water is gradually changed with the 
water of receiving pond. Time invested in this action will return in better survival 

Photos

Carp Culture
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Poor quality lime is used irregularly.

have a much higher production capacity than ponds located on unfertile lands and 

Planning and executing manuring, fertilization and liming

while the second period is during the entire production season.

fertilizers should be applied in smaller doses during the production season. When 

Fresh manure is more suitable than manure prepared for plant production.

Frequent smaller doses have better effect. Though daily doses would be 

Application of manure and fertilizers should be done during the mornings 
of sunny days.

preparation and during the entire production in doses recommended in 
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during growing season.

surface during sunny mornings.

lime will increase the effects of both.

One of the simplest ways of recycling plant nutrients trapped in mud is 
dragging a heavy chain over the pond bottom. This will not only recycle essential 

environment for the benthos.

Follow-up of manuring, fertilization and liming

through:
 living 

healthy water life. 

the necessity of manuring/fertilization. Copepods are good indicators. As 
soon as they start producing fertilized eggs (winter eggs) frequent small 
doses of manure/fertilizer and lime should be applied.

Secchi disk and plankton net are the simple equipment of checking the effect 

farmers is very important. Figure 22 shows the steps of making it.
––––––––––––––––––––
18

dawn and feeding.
19 Copper sulphate is one of the options or similar compounds of copper if permitted to be used in 

Carp Culture
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Illustration courtesy of Andras Woynarovich. 

The most frequent management problems at feeding are:

Feeding is irregular.

Grass carp does not receive green feeds therefore it consumes carp feeds.
Consumption of feed is not regularly checked and FCR is rarely or not at all calculated. 

3.4.4 Feeding

techniques how they are distributed.

Grass carp is fed with fresh green terrestrial plants. 

Quality and type of feeds



49

Quantity of feeds
Absolute daily quantity of feeds should be proportional to the actual standing 
stock of carp. It is a general rule that each day carp should receive as much 

Standing crop (kg/ha) Sorghum (%) Pellets* (%) Total (%)

below 700 100 - 100
700–1 200 75 25 100

1 200–1 500 50 50 100
1 500–1 800 25 75 100

over 1 800 - 100 100
* 25% protein contents.

Source Herpher and Pruginin, 1981.

Photos 

Carp Culture
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Preparation of feeds
It is evident that feeds for smaller carp should be properly ground and soaked 

Execution of feeding

BOX 12

FCR of supplementary feeds in carp polyculture
Supplementary feeds with divers energy and protein contents listed in Table A21 have different 
FCR. These absolute values of FCR are gained if the listed feeds are fed as mono diet alone, 

value of FCR of supplementary feeds is relative and depends on many factors:

Climatic and weather conditions.

Daily frequency of feeding.

Age of carp and size of their standing stock.

Combination of different large Cyprinids.

Biomass of unwanted feed competitors, such as small Cyprinids or other feed and/or natural 

Number and type of water birds.

period when natural food is in abundance, and worsening later, as standing stock of carps 

Relative values of FCR of grains for the entire season of extensive or semi-intensive 

stock are essential to determine whether or not the given feeds are well utilized. 
During this process Feed Conversion Rate (FCR) should be monthly calculated. 
This will help to detect and correct feed and feeding related problems.
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for calculating FCR of supplementary feeds of carp. 
Percent of the total quantity of supplementary feeds of carp used during the 

3.4.5 Water management

the only task of farmers is to keep the highest possible water level.

Physical state and water supply of pond do not facilitate the planned intensity of production.

and evaluate earlier results. 

:

2. 

Decision on the intensity and gross production 

––––––––––––––––––––
20
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4. 

5. Decision on the proportion of species 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Calculation of used feeds 
22

Evaluation of production

of these calculations is the correctly conducted registers of purchased and used 

Date Item Qty.23 kg
Price Pond 

No.Purchased Used

Source

––––––––––––––––––––
21

harvested.  
22
23
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Feed register

Date
Pond 1 Pond 2 Pond 3 Pond 4 Pond 5

Feed Qty. Feed Qty. Feed Qty. Feed Qty. Feed Qty.

Source

Date Pond 
No.

Dead Fish

Qty. kg

Source

Fish stock register

Date Pond 
No.

Stocked Fished

Qty. kg Qty. kg

Source

Stocking
Surv.24 

%

Fishing

Age Qty. Total 
kg

Age Qty. Total 
kg

Total 
Net kg

Source

––––––––––––––––––––
24
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4. WATER MANAGEMENT
It is very important to carry out routine checks in the farm and observe the 

source are required to be checked daily. If there is any abnormal change necessary 
actions should be taken in time.

Basic water management principles are to keep the required quantity and 
quality of water in ponds. It is important to act without delay in case the quantitative 
and qualitative parameters of water are outside of the desirable ranges. 

Photos

of heavy rains and melting snow too much water may accumulate in ponds. If 

the current.

and die.

appropriate mesh size should be used. This includes their regular cleaning.
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Removing rubbish and unconsumed weeds from water surface should be part 
of daily routine. In order to keep the water quality in ponds as required some 
important details should be known and observed. 

25. All 
of these should be checked either regularly or when problems occur. 

Temperature 
Temperature of aquatic animals adjusts to the temperature of their environment. 

of heat. Water bodies can absorb large amounts of heat energy without change in 
their temperature. 

an optimum range of temperature for living and growth. This range of optimum 

temperature tolerance.

Dissolved oxygen

of their higher metabolic rates.

––––––––––––––––––––
25

tested periodically at different rainfall levels to determine their concentrations.

Water Management
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no light. 

is especially true during late summers when the level of phytoplankton biomass 

Carbon dioxide

pH

Alkalinity is the sum of the carbonate and bicarbonate alkalinities. These are 

level. 

fertilization. 
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Nitrogen compounds

7 8 9 11 12

NH3 + NH4
+  5.55

Source

that pond culture is possible at high feeding rates indicates that transformations 
and losses of nitrogen compounds act to reduce ammonia concentration. When 

nitrite accumulations.

5.2 6.1 7.4 8.2

H2  

Source

Organic materials

2

to high organic concentrations and anaerobic conditions can be a 

concentrations (see Table 7).

indication of anaerobic conditions and the presence of hydrogen sulphide 

Water Management
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of drastic changes of atmospheric pressure. Tilling dry pond bottom and 
raking the bottom mud are effective preventions against production and 
accumulation of hydrogen sulphide.

microorganisms synthesize and release them into the water from where they are absorbed 

Using algaecides to kill odorous aquatic bacteria or algae.

in a week or may persist for months. 

 “Taste of mud” is a frequent complaint about carp grown in old muddy 
ponds where water is constantly reused for years. Quality of such carp 

taste disappears. 

temperature and plant nutrients for growth. If conditions are suitable including the presence 

biomass of phytoplankton increases. 
Blooming algae is disadvantageous. It can be controlled by stopping manuring and 
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compounds found in personal hygiene and cosmetic products. Tree and 

well with water. 

surface.

Inorganic pollutants

fertilizers containing nutrients (nitrates and phosphates) which are found in 

construction and land clearing sites. 

plants and animals and the nonliving environment. Pond ecosystems get energy 
26 

and water weeds27) are the primary producers. The chlorophyll in their body 

nitrogen and phosphorus are important nutrients for water plants. Addition of 
these substances will increase primary productivity. Phytoplankton is direct food 
for silver carp. 

zooplankton also occupies the water column of ponds. Zooplankton is food for 

––––––––––––––––––––
26

27

wet soil at the edge of the pond.

Water Management
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Out of invertebrates insects and their different development forms are the 
most important members of larger consumers. They may be parasitic to or pray 

Fish production in ponds is commonly affected by pests and predators. They either compete 

are less attractive to many water birds.

harbouring in the ponds.

population can be controlled by removing their eggs from the water.

Animal waste and dead and decaying plants and animals form detritus on pond 
bottom. Their decomposers are bacteria and other organisms that break down 

decomposers return detritus to the ecosystem. In the process of breaking down 

important food for zooplankton and larger consumers.

Improving the productivity of water is one of the most characteristic features 

inorganic contents control and routine checking are discussed.

nutritional support through manuring and fertilization.

Manures

nutrients but also carbon is supplied. Quality of the manure of farmed animals 
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Fertilizers

pond culture unless they are combined and sold together with other fertilizers. 

to be used. These allow convenient operation. Disadvantage of fertilizers is that 
they have a slower effect on bacterioplankton and zooplankton.

Water Management
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5. NUTRITION AND FEED MANAGEMENT

has to observe both environmental and nutritional aspects of carp. It is why the 
subjects of nutrition and feed management are not only important but also special 
points of carp culture in ponds.

feeds. Common characteristics of such supplementary feeds are that none of them 

consumption of natural food is not needed. This type of feed should be used if 
carp is produced in tanks and cages. 

food. Together with the intensity of production better and more complete diet is needed in 

Illustration courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

There are a wide range of supplementary feeds used in carp polyculture. They 
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origin should be also incorporated into the diet of carp. To hold these components 
in the feed together it is pelleted. Pelletization also helps water stability of feed 
and reduction of wastage.

28 and balanced feeds are 

proportions of protein rich supplementary feeds  are increased or the different 

of carp (see Table 5).

Proteins play a central role in biological processes. If feed contains less protein 

source well which may reduce costs of feeds. 

There are many different receipts of carp feeds made out of locally available 
ingredients. If all ingredients are available preparation of pelleted carp feeds can 

––––––––––––––––––––
28
29
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be economic. Steps of carp feed preparation are not complicated and they can be 

low quality feeds is higher.
Carp is omnivorous. This means they also consume and utilize well food of 

feeds. There is a certain recommended proportion of the different ingredients in 

it in small amounts. Although soybean and corn gluten meals are plant protein 

ingredients are presented in Table 8.

Soybean meal Corn gluten meal Wheat meal Fish meal
Photos courtesy of Özgür Altan.

5.3.2 Grinding

process reduces the size and gives them a uniform size. This facilitates easy and 
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Ingredient Moisture Crude Crude ash Crude 
cellulose

energy

Corn meal 4 2 2.5
Wheat meal 2 2 2

45 6 6
Corn gluten meal 48 6 5
Fish meal 8

7
Oil 2

Source

Conditioning is the last step before shaping and pelleting. This is when 

have a consistency of a pie. 

5.3.4 Pelleting

and conditioned each pellet will contain the same quantity and proportion of 

5.3.5 Cooling and drying
Improperly cooled and dried feed will quickly spoil. This is why this step is so 
important and critical. Feed which leave the pelleting machine is hot and moist 
hence it should cool and dry before packing. Cooling and drying may last for 

can be equally distributed in one layer.
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Grinder (hammer mill)
Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

5.4 Feed storage

their quality will decay and they will spoil. 

and warm up will loose their nutritional value. Sun light and high temperature 

together in the same storage facility.
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methods can be the solutions to keep rodents and birds away from feeds. 

storage. The physical solution is to keep the doors tightly closed and put metal 
screens on the windows and doors.

handling of bags is an essential part of keeping order in the feed store. Damaged 

and/or cleaned. 

Untidy and damaged sacks of feeds Sacks eaten by rodents
Photos courtesy of Özgür Altan.

Photos courtesy of Özgür Altan

Nutrition and Feed Management
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6. HANDLING OF FISH

instruments and tools. Frequent related problems are:

handling should be seriously considered in order to reduce its negative effects. 

transport and storage.

oC may cause shock and lead later to fatal consequences. 

transferred or transported should be gradually (slowly) adjusted to that one where 

6.2 Fishing

which crowd them into a very small space. This is very critical and stressful 

o

o
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then captured in groups with a smaller net.
Only good quality knotless net with the suitable mesh size should be used 
(see table A22). 

water carrying capacity. 
Fish from net must be removed immediately and placed into a tank or 

Fish can be removed manually with a scoop net or by using mechanical 

Fish are being scooped and carried to the containers manually.

Fish are being removed with a crane from 
the net.

Supplying fresh water into crowded net 
reduces stress.

Photos courtesy of Azat Alamanov and Andras Woynarovich.

Handling of Fish
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6.3 Sorting and grading

before they are stocked into production or storage ponds. For this purpose sorting 
tables are used. It is important that sorting and grading should be completed as 

batches on the sorting table.
It is important to use good quality well lined sorting table and complete the 
work quickly and carefully. A sorting conveyor belt or grading machine 

stressful procedure it should be carried out with great care and professionally. 

o oC) water 
oC it is even slower.

diffusion is a must for longer distances.

5 mg/l.
During internal transport use of low concentrations of NaCl in transport 
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to sift them to wintering ponds (above).

Plastic baskets placed into water will ensure 

farm concrete tanks and shelter facilitate 
proper and easy work for sorting and grading 

 
Photos courtesy of Andras Woynarovich.

6.5 Wintering

species and size (age) are wintered in small ponds in high densities presented in 

If water is covered by ice its regular cleaning from snow is important. 
Cutting ice holes is another important task to be completed in time.

with quick lime.

supply and drainage structures of storage ponds are preconditions of 

the daily routine.

Handling of Fish
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Photos courtesy of Azat Alamanov and Andras Woynarovich.

and incomplete nutrition. It is impossible to avoid many of the procedures known 

farmers should minimize the stress they cause.
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welfare of carp are:

solid levels. Providing normal ranges of these environmental conditions 
is the basis of the good welfare of cultured carp.

by birds and disease are the major welfare issues in carp husbandry. 

by applying good husbandry farmers also provide good welfare for carp.
To be successful and to maintain welfare standards in carp culture it is 
important to train staff in this subject.

Handling of Fish
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7. BIOSECURITY AND AQUATIC ANIMAL HEALTH 
 MANAGEMENT
Infectious diseases will always be encountered in any food production system.  

and management systems. 

Biosecurity is the sum total of a country’s activities and measures taken to protect its natural 

boundary aquatic animal diseases (TAADs).
In its broadest sense 

and international) of live aquatic animals.

and can rapidly spread across national borders. They limit the development 
and sustainability of the sector through production losses and other negative 
consequences. They have direct and indirect impacts on livelihoods (income and 

them costs which would have been better spent preventing their entry into the 
system. 

to any aquaculture species. The information is presented with a short 

production. 

control and prevention of important diseases of carps. 
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The principles and practices presented in this chapter include the most 

quarantine if needed. 

environment. 

health management:. 

7.1.1 Prevention
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. It is better and cheaper to avoid 

entering a country:

pathogen or disease agent has been introduced and becomes established 

eradication. Therefore prevention is the best strategy. 

high health stocks are encouraged. 
Innovative health management measures need to be continuously 
practiced and updated with changing aquaculture landscape. Funds are 
better spent on preventing pathogens from entering the system than 
containing and eradicating diseases.

includes membership of countries in international bodies . This requires 

––––––––––––––––––––
30

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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in international agreements and relevant legislations and directives. There are 
also voluntary guidelines  which provide further support to both farmers and 
authorities.

It is important to appoint a competent authority on aquatic animal health 
management so that national responsibilities and obligations (including 
compliance with international agreements) and local services are effectively 

capacity and infrastructure to enforce them. 
Development of national strategies on aquatic animal health is another task to 

be completed. The strategies contain:

effective aquatic animal health management.
A national level implementation plan of regional/international agreements 
and standards. 

The strategy should be developed in a consultative and participatory manner and 
implemented using a phased approach based on the country’s needs and priorities. 

the risk of a pathogen entering a country. Therefore regular engagement of all 
stakeholders in biosecurity governance is a good practice.

Responsible domestic and international movement of live aquatic animals 

. 
Trading in live animals and products has become an important income generating 

which could open new pathways by which pathogens and diseases spread to 

movement. 

––––––––––––––––––––
31

32
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Risk analysis 

make use of it.

Any proposal to introduce or transfer an aquatic animal species in a territory 
must be subjected to a risk assessment. Risk analysis and risk mitigation will 
reduce the likelihood of a serious disease occurrence. 

source and the use of approved species. Species should come from approved 

level of risk (the level of risk is determined by the risk analysis process).

as a basis for permitting domestic and international trade of live aquatic animals 

the principle that movement should be done only between zones and farms with 
the same health status.

always readily visible and feed consumption and mortality are often hidden under 

important factors contributing to the development of a disease. Diseases in 

conditions.

pathogens. 

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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Source et al

Good water quality will ensure optimal environment for producing healthy 

Good quality broodstock and seed raised in good water quality environment 
supported by good husbandry practices will ensure better resistance to infectious 
diseases and optimal survival and growth and therefore healthy harvest.

abnormal behaviour and should be avoided at all stages.

may not develop into a disease situation if the hosts are healthy. This is best 

7.1.5 Monitoring health

monitoring should be done through:

and
good record keeping. 
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7.1.6 Diagnosis and control measures
Correct diagnosis is the basis of appropriate and effective disease control 
measures. Diagnosis is the determination of the nature of a disease. The two 
important roles of diagnostics are:

Screening of healthy animals to ensure that they are not carrying infection. 
This is usually done before  transfer of live aquatic animals from one area 
or country to another.
Determination of the cause of unfavourable health or other abnormality 
in order to recommend mitigating measures applicable to the particular 
condition. 

The three levels of diagnostics represent a continuum of observations from simple to sophisticated 
observations that ensure meaningful interpretation of the disease situation

 

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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Correct diagnosis is important for determining what the disease condition 

further harm. 
Disease diagnosis is not solely conducted through a laboratory test. Field 

observations are equally important which complement laboratory tests and 
contribute to better understanding of the health status and disease condition of 

Disease diagnosis spans three levels from the simple to the sophisticated. The 
levels of observation are:

mycology and histopathology) and water samples.

all diagnosis and ensure meaningful interpretation of the disease situation (see 

followed by prompt response to disease epizootics prevent the rapid spread and 
establishment of disease. 

and private sectors should be made available for farmers. 

biosecurity framework are important guarantees for stopping the introduction and 

be applied to all imports of live aquatic animals. As such it was not effective in 

aquatic animal health. 
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shows. 

used against disease organisms. 
Veterinary medicines have proved useful in aquaculture in various ways: as 

should be:
 licensed by 

applied in a responsible manner in all phases of aquaculture production. 

of emerging disease outbreaks. They are also fundamental components of any 

Surveillance and monitoring of aquatic animal diseases are essential for 
detection and rapid response to serious disease outbreaks. Surveillance is a 
systematic process of gathering information on the occurrence of important 
pathogens and diseases within national territory. It provides evidence for declaring 
freedom from certain diseases.

feedback mechanisms are some of the important prerequisites for a surveillance 

––––––––––––––––––––
33 They are either veterinarians or aquatic animal health specialists.
34 National authorities should be consulted for guidance concerning approved drugs for use in 

aquaculture.

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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animal diseases that are relevant to the country.

planning and coordination is needed and starts with early detection.

therefore responsible movement of live aquatic animals should be a key action of 
both the government and the private sector. 

level risks and continuously raising their awareness and updating their knowledge of important 

level surveillance to support national surveillance programmes and others.

Developing emergency preparedness and contingency plans for important 
cultured species and diseases is desirable. This includes an implementation plan 

be a core function of government services.

and (b) monitoring their implementation.
Regional farmers’ organizations could be particularly effective for coordinating 

biosecurity measures amongst farmers located in the same geographical areas 
(watershed) and sharing a common water supply. Farmers can contribute to the 

the subject of research or assessment. 
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from occurring or spreading.

transport.

7.2.1 General 

from infection and in preventing disease occurrence. 
Understanding good health management is the key to disease prevention and 

Stress should be avoided through:

segregating stock by age and size whenever it is needed.
Farm hygiene is maintained by:

and 

infected with parasites or sick. 

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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Record keeping is made on: 

registration of the operation to the local authorities.
Biosecurity measures include:

facilities. 

7.2.2 Brood stock management and hatchery 
Farming operations are set up in various ways. Vertically integrated farming 

Production of high quality seed is one of the most important criteria to a 
successful aquaculture operation. Variability in quality of seed and presence of 

and therefore requires strict biosecurity measures. 
Broodstock management enables farmers to sustain and improve the quality 

international and national regulations and relevant biosecurity procedures should 

only healthy broodstock from reliable sources with good health history 

all incoming water source of the hatchery should be treated to eliminate 

all equipments and tanks should be disinfected

and

means of eradicating an infection is by destroying affected eggs and 

––––––––––––––––––––
35

iodophore solution at 5 percent iodine for 5 min. can be used.
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7.2.3 Nursery

to various environmental conditions and thus require close monitoring. If a 

and
performing stress test will show whether the seed are of good quality or not.

be prevented from entering ponds because they may carry pathogens capable of 

leech and water fowls) and pests.

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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Abnormal feeding behaviour: increased feed consumption followed by cessation of feeding 

contact with rough surface or predator attack or chemical trauma. It can lead to primary or 
secondary infection by pathogen.

Abnormal growths: Tumours and malformation. 

dead or moribund

veterinary medicines should be used in a responsible manner based on 
accurate and appropriate diagnostic procedures by aquatic animal health 

disease outbreak or suspicion of any abnormal behavior/appearance in 

––––––––––––––––––––
36
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stocking density and environmental factors (temperature).

themselves.

BOX 22

Pack the plastic bags and post/deliver to laboratory and inform the laboratory about the 
samples being sent.

Some of the common diseases affecting carps are described in this section. Two 

reporting are presented. 

7.3.1 Viral diseases
Spring viremia of carp (SVC)

Causative agent: Spring viremia of carp virus (SVCV) or Rhabdovirus carpio 

2. Cyprinus carpio Cyprinus carpio 
koi Ctenopharyngodon idellus Hypopthalmichthys 
molitrix Aristichthys nobilis Carrasius 
carrasius C. auratus Leuciscus idus Tinca tinca). 

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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Silurus 
glanis) and rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) and detected in pike (Esox 
lucius).
Geographical distribution: All countries where carp is cultured.

4. 

5. 

6. 

Argulus 
foliaceus or the leech Piscicola geometra).

7. 
Protective measures could be the following: good hygienic practices (egg 

spring to reduce spread of the virus. Raising the water temperature above 

The spread can be controlled through immediate removal and destruction of 

and early spring. 
8. 

Koi herpesvirus (KHV)
Causative agent: koi herpesvirus

2. Cyprinus carpio carpio Cyprinus 
carpio koi Cyprinus carpio goi) 
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4. Clinical aspects and host susceptibility: All age groups appear susceptible. 

and/or parasitic infections are commonly seen in diseased carp and may 
affect the mortality rate and display of signs.

5. 

discolouration or reddening of the skin and pale discoloration of gills. Other 

include lethargy. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is the required test for 

6. 

koi shows and regional and international domestic trading are the three main 

7. Control and prevention: No protective vaccine or effective chemotherapeutant 

Biosecurity measures at farm level and border controls may reduce the 

farm hygiene (regular disinfection of ponds and farm equipments) and good 
record keeping can assist in understanding the farm situation. Gross and 

and hobbyists on good health management is also essential. 
8. 

Common bacterial diseases affecting carps include those belonging to 
Enterobacter Aeromonas 

Biosecurity and Aquatic Animal Health Management
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of culture methods and observations of the characteristics of monoclonal colonies 
and details of their interaction with the culture medium. 

indispensable preventative measure against occurrence of both acute and chronic 
bacterial infection. Routine application of suitable antibiotics or disinfectants to 

species are more sensitive than others. Drug sensitivity test is a must for strains 
of bacteria which has been isolated during diagnosis

Important parasite infection of carps includes members of the group of protozoans 
(sessiline parasites such as Epistylis sp. and mobiline parasites such as Trichodina 

Trichodinella Myxobolus 
koi Thelohanellus pyriformis) and crustacean parasites (Lernaea cyprinacea). 

Preventative measures against parasite pathogens include creation of 

preventative methods.

health professional before treatment with a suitable antifungal product. 
A common fungal infection affecting carps is caused by Saproglenia spp. 

Infection with Saprolegnia is often linked with damage of skin due to rough 

While Saprolegnia
most other tissues. Penetration of hyphae can lead to skin destruction thus leading 

Important biosecurity measures include proper and professional handling of 
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8. SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES IN CARP PRODUCTION
This chapter covers the social and economic issues of better practices in 

management practices. A guiding principle provides the starting point. For each 

The purpose of this chapter is:
To suggest and describe strategies to achieve two basic objectives. These 

and to strengthen the capacity of governments to support the development 

responsibilities to society and the environment.
To recommend activities addressed to the government agency in charge 

The overall guiding principle is that the development of the carp aquaculture 

should ensure the following conditions:

sustainability and social responsibility.

shall help farms to be socially and environmentally responsible without 

carp aquaculture sector. 

8.1 Investments

investment. 

investment. 
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Feasibility criteria 

investment impacts are within prescribed or legislated environmental 

the basis of the decision as to whether the investment should proceed or stop. 

Better investment practices for social and environmental responsibility

environmental and social responsibility of the investment should be incorporated. 
These include the following practices.

Natural capital:
Investment in maintaining or enhancing the natural and biological assets 

Installation of energy conservation measures including a record of the 
farm energy conservation performance.

water or the sun. 

Cooperation:

systems.

To maintain the ecological integrity of the common water body such as a 
lake or reservoir designated for culture.

To replant denuded patches of land or plant trees in bare areas around the 
water body.

To maintain rural roads which connect the farms to the major roads.
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BOX 24

Using personal connections to avoid legal obligations. 
Joining farmers’ organization or association for the wrong reasons such as being able to avail 

of grants or easy loans.

codes of conduct and better practices.
Compliance with legal standards is not a better management practice; acquiring 

the ability to comply effectively with regulations is.  This can be achieved through 
individual autonomous effort and through a farmers association. An association 
would increase the effectiveness of individual capacities. Autonomous efforts of 
individual farmers include the following practices:

maintaining updated inventories and status reports of physical and 

making improvements on leased property instead of using it for 
speculative purposes.

then cooperating in these practices. A primary goal of a farmer association should 
be to improve its capacity to manage the association professionally. This should 

association should participate actively in sector related activities: 

obligation for providing government with all information needed in 

formulation of an industry code of practice enhancing the performance 

to the association.

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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8.3 Risk management

BOX 25

treatment facility.
Operating the farm as if it had no links with the community.
Ignoring good relations with the community. 

There are two important points to note regarding risk management:

natural and physical risks impact on the economic performance of farms. 

probably the only way to bear the cost without becoming insolvent or provoking 

responsibility. The application of risk analysis and risk management together 

et al

Risk analysis

environmental risks also prevent or at least mitigate social and economic risks 
at al

to enhance the contribution of the farm to the welfare of society.

safety assessments of management and operating procedures and of 

––––––––––––––––––––
37
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keeping of records of performance against standards to improve on 

working with government in the formulation of policies on pricing and 

working with government to develop group insurance credit schemes of 

establishing a reputation for reliability in terms of timely supply of 
quality products.

BOX 26

Discriminating against women with lower wage and/or working hours

Ignoring hazards on the farm.
Paying lower than the minimum wage prescribed by law.
Giving priority to labor from outside the community.

A code of conduct on labor and employment that contains better management 

et al
Responsible labor practices and the elimination of hazards to the life and 

health of workers are the key operational principles. These increase the technical 

founded on the principles of fairness and social justice. Fair labor practices prevent 

practice of open and transparent recruitment by publicly announcing job 

recruitment of as many workers as possible from the community where 

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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provision for a remuneration package to workers commensurate to 

provision for equal opportunity employment to women and not 

training programmes should be provided for those who wish to upgrade 

8.5 Marketing

BOX 27

Conniving with other farms to manipulate market price of product.

Ignoring product safety standards.

economic development activities. It also makes the cost of products affordable to 

line with the social objective of assuring that quality and safe food is available 
and accessible to all.
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industry. Farmers’ organizations should include marketing in their functions to 

wholesalers and retailers) and representatives of consumers should establish 

and 
development of value added product forms preferred by the market.
A farmers’ association has an indispensable role in marketing. It should: 
ensure that every member complies with the standards to avoid a bad 

improve the capacity of members to obtain and analyse market information 

with

The best signal to investors is assurance that investments are secure. This would 

with the involvement of all primary stakeholders. 

support private sector investments. Governments should invest in research and 

Governments should develop or strengthen the technical capacities of private 

following:

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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governments should assure a reliable energy supply and a policy to 

governments should concentrate on genetic research and development to 

governments should support development and technical assistance in the 
establishment of a national feed and aquaculture supplies manufacturing 

governments should initiate and encourage activities to commercialize 
carp farming but refrain from activities that compete with the private 
sector. 

Government regulations and standards should strengthen the overall capacities of 

encouraging and facilitating formation of farmers’ organizations and 

integration of carp aquaculture in rural development projects as well as 
involvement of other economic sectors in the strategic planning for carp 

involvement of other stakeholders of common resources in regular 

provision for correct long term leases on land and water bodies designated 
for carp aquaculture which should include disincentives or even penalties 
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on improper use of the resources and property speculations (ADB/

promulgation or improvement of the aquaculture licensing and registration 

development of incentives for improving standards and implementing a 
monitoring system for compliance with standards.

The ability to avoid or manage risks depends largely on the capacity for risk 
assessment. Government support should thus promote activities to enable the carp 

social and economic performance of the carp aquaculture sector governments 
should:

disseminate the information on risk analysis and management as applied 

develop and provide training and advice to professionals and farmers on 

promote environmental standards and monitor the compliance to 

provide or encourage the private sector to include a crop insurance 

provide an aquaculture credit scheme through a government bank or 

for imported and locally produced supplies for carp farming; this would 

capacity of farms to understand and comply with regulations. Governments can 
work with the industry to develop a code of conduct on labor and employment. 

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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Its practical support could include the following: 

developing and implementing a “skills development programme” for 
aquaculture workers at all levels.

include the following:
price control mechanisms for farm products should be used prudently 

ensuring that retailers and wholesalers do not form a cartel to dictate 

establishment or promotion of the establishment of ancillary industries 
that support product quality improvement and maintenance such as ice 

introduction of simple market regulations and support of the establishment 

convenient. The latter is to encourage private investors to establish and 

establishment or improvement of a national market statistics and 

potential competition which should include advice on the results and 

is to include it in the national aquaculture development strategy and plans. In this 
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Science-based 

Proven practices from other sources 
Best practices in policy and regulations can be borrowed from other countries 
and other aquaculture industries and adapted to carp aquaculture and to the local 
setting. This would be facilitated by a regional cooperation arrangement. 

International guidelines

Stakeholder consultations

implementation of the better management practices. This mitigates the risks of 

more costly to government and harmful to society.

Farmers’ organizations
The formation of farmers’ associations should be encouraged and facilitated by 

being able to achieve economy of scale:

technology and information.

Cooperation among market chain players

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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Capacity building
Strengthening the capabilities of institutions and people is the foundation of a 

assessment of capacity building needs will better inform a national development 

and training and increase the effectiveness of manpower and institutional capacity 
building activities by concentrating resources and efforts on priority needs.

Business and technological innovations
This is a subset of capacity building but it should be considered seriously because 

and economic objectives of carp farming are: 
policy and regulations should ensure allocation of national resources to 

partnership basis.

8.8 Conclusion

environmentally responsible makes good business sense. 
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This raises the question as to whether the market can be relied on to instil 

effectiveness of the market. 

by organized farmers. Social responsibility increases the positive impacts of a 
farm on society. It mitigates the impacts of probably all types of risks that a 
farmer faces. Because carp farms have to be economically viable the mechanisms 

Socio-Economic Issues In Carp Production
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9. IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING AND UPDATING

Caucasus and Central Asia and all members of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission should collaborate in the 

this document.
The Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture 

and employees of these establishments.
 Both governmental and nongovernmental national and relevant international 

recognize the special circumstances and requirements of carp producers and other 

region. They should support the effective and progressive implementation of 

and training.

In its region the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture 

The Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture 
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9.4 Future directions

and China.
Until today the only economically feasible way of carp production is pond 

polyculture or natural culture of carps in water reservoirs and principle irrigation 

presented in this document will radically change in the coming years. Still it is 

At present there are no alternatives of pond polyculture of common carp 

and importance of tank and cage culture of common carp may increase in the 

culture in tanks and cages as a separate new publication.

Implementation, Monitoring and Updating



106 Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus And Central Asia

REFERENCES

2. 

4. 

5. 
for the quarantine of live aquatic animals: a manual. FAO Fisheries Technical 

6. Development of Better Management 
) 

7. 

8. 

(eds.). Asia diagnostic guide to aquatic animal diseases. FAO Fisheries 

The Poverty Reduction Agenda”. National University of Singapore 26 p. 
(Chapter 8.4) 

––––––––––––––––––––
38



107

movement of live aquatic animals. FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible 

22. 

 
24. 

25. 
(Chapter 4)

26. 
(Chapter 4)

27. 

28. 

pp. Available also on line: 

References



108 Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus And Central Asia

http://www.fao.org/

6)

education press (Chapter 4)

Reduction of Vulnerability and Poverty”. A conceptual framework paper 

and Adaptation. (www.iisd.org

“Codes of conduct and international framework agreements: New forms of 

42. 

FAO Fisheries Circular No. 1055/1 

www.labor.nic.in (Chapter 8.4)



109

44.  (Chapter 
8.4)

45. www.chanrobles.com (Chapter 8.4)
46.  (as amended and 

47. 

48. 

document to the Regional Review on Aquaculture Development in Central 

52. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 
58. 

––––––––––––––––––––
39

References



110 Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus And Central Asia

and trade of aquaculture products destined for poverty alleviation and food 

62. 
the aquaculture products marketing chain: a traditional perspective from 

China 

64. 

65. 

 
66. 

 
 

67. 



111

CARPS CULTURED IN CEE AND CCA 

There are many different smaller and larger carp species. All of them belong to 
the family of Cyprinids and can be found in most of the natural and manmade 

Smaller and medium size carps such as bleaks (Alburnus sps.
(Leuciscus sps. Carassius carassius) and gibel (Carassius auratus 
gibelio Leuciscus sps. Phoxinus sps.
(Pseudorasbora parva Rutilus rutilus) and rudds (Scardinius sps.) are 

Breams (Abramis sps.) and barbs (Barbus sps.) are medium and larger carps 
which can be both accidently or deliberately part of carp culture in ponds. They 

Asp (Aspius aspius) and tench (Tinca tinca) have special status among the 

Cyprinus 
carpio) and the Chinese major carps (silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix
bighead carp (Aristichtis nobilis Ctenopharyngodon idella) and 
black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus).

long standing relationship with this animal.

slow or fast moving rivers. Though they prefer larger still or slower moving water 

Attributes of carp include high environmental tolerances such as temperature 
o

most types of freshwater habitat. 

Carps Cultured In CEE and CCA
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and thick. 
When wild carp was introduced into ponds it naturally started to change its 

leather (or naked) carp.
Common carp generally spawns in the spring and early summer under the 

Incubation of eggs and hatching is rapid and the newly hatched larvae stick to the 

feed within days.

Chinese major carps were introduced into both natural and manmade waters of 

polyculture. They are produced with carp because together they utilize entirely 

food in the mud of the pond bottom.
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to feed from their environment. In the nature this is the time when they usually 

Carps Cultured In CEE and CCA
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TRADITIONAL CARP MONOCULTURE

the Caucasus and Central Asia common carp was the only large Cyprinid which 

centuries.

countries. 

economic aspects and market demands. 

Fold

Productive

2

Source

production. 
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ha.

Source

introduced and widely used. Accordingly tables were compiled in order to guide 

Traditional Carp Monoculture
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Produced age 
Stocked Harvested

5

8

Source

Traditional Carp Monoculture
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Stocked Survival Harvested

5

Source

and circumstances which justify classical carp monoculture in ponds. 

of carp production is based on supplementary feeding. The rest of the carp 
production is based on the natural productivity of ponds. The market size carp is 



121

Region
Avg. C
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se
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South Bohemia 86 5 2

West Bohemia 86 2 2

Central Bohemia 86 5 2

Eastern Bohemia 667 667 667 86 5 2

75 5

South Moravia 82

Central Moravia 5

Northern Moravia 552 552 552 86 5 2

86.6

Source
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NATURAL CULTURE OF CARP

with carp. The actual proportion of different carps and predators depends on the 
physical and biological qualities of the given water body. For sake of simplicity 
such waters can be grouped according to their temperature.

Partly and locally warming up waters
Temperature of oligotrophic waters located on higher altitudes does not warm 

locations where water depth is shallow enough to warm up to the point which 
supports the growth of carp.

of the water body and overall productivity of the given water. 

reservoir

In this type of waters carp does not grow 
well.

Shallow reservoirs warm up in the same way 
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Moderately warming up waters
oC during 

the summer months. Therefore it is pointless to stock Chinese major carps which 
require higher temperature to feed and grow intensively. In this case carp is the 
only feasible choice among large Cyprinids. With planned stocking and yearly 

ha. Actual results depend on length of warm months and productivity of the given 
water.

Warming up waters
In reservoirs and ponds where water warms up considerably during summers 

o

Chinese major carps become feasible. 

production of such waters depends on the number of warm summer months and 
the actual productivity of the given water body.

Hypertrophic waters

carps.
Photos

Natural Culture of Carp
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CONTROL OF WATER WEEDS WITH CARPS

4 
4
4

Elodea canadensis 4
Hydrocharis Morsus-ranea

4
4

Phragmites communis
2

Potamogeton lucens 4
Potamogeton natans 4

4

4

Source

therefore their control is an important part of managing such waters. 
Biological control with carps is one of the most suitable options of keeping 

common carp digs roots.

quality of water plants. 

especially if tender parts are less abundant. 
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Grass carp over one kilogram of body weight will graze on reeds if water 

oC. If 
water temperature is above 25 oC grass carp will search for food so aggressively 
that it grabs incurving grass and edible terrestrial plants from the edge of water.

percent of body weight

When controlling water weeds with carps there are some important aspects 
to be considered:

it is easier to control upcoming vegetation of water weeds than to get rid 
of an already established one. Therefore early stocking of grass carp is 

different size of grass carp will feed on different types and parts of water 

as soon as water weeds are consumed in a water body grass carp should 
be either harvested or fed with fresh terrestrial plants.

the actual or likely upcoming biomass of water weeds should be estimated. If 
about half of the water surface is or will be covered with unwanted vegetation 

can be followed or adopted. 

Su
rv

iv
al

 

Size (gr) Number Weight 
(kg) Size (gr) Number

Gross 
weight 

(kg)

Net 
weight 

(kg)
25 2

25

25 42

2

Total 93 - -

Predators 2

Total - -

Source

––––––––––––––––––––
40 For the sake of comparison the daily consumption of grass carp out of terrestrial plans is about 

Control of Water Weeds With Carps
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CARP CULTURE IN TANKS AND CAGES

 
and kg/m ).

Tank culture 

Water quality 

after its mechanical and biological cleaning. 

principles as tank culture. Water quality is maintained in cages by continuous change of water. 

Source

produced in tanks and cages. These species are similar in some important key 

produced in tanks and cages its intensive commercial tank and cage culture have 
not spread widely. 

conditions are unfavourable for growing them in ponds. 
Production of elder and larger carp in tanks or cages is less feasible. This 
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rectangular rearing and wintering ponds are widely available in traditional 

Rearing ponds are suitable only if water inlet and outlet are located on their 
opposite sides which positions ensure the change of water in them.

3 3

Quality and management of water in tanks
There are some important aspects which should be observed at tank culture:

water used for carp culture should be free of pollution and warm enough 
o o

continuously changing of water in tanks is essential for maintaining 

in tanks several times per day. Aeration of water will allow a lower rate 

a rule of thumb is that quality of discharged water should be the same as 

should not be discharged directly into the environment without their 
mechanical and biological cleaning. 

Carp Culture In Tanks and Cages
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intensive tank systems is recycling water. Out of the available options recycling 

growing season of carp intensive recycling systems should be supported by 
suitable devices. These can be purchased from specialized companies. 

Feeding in tanks

technically feasible way of feeding is if industrial feeds of guaranteed qualities 
are used. 

also offer the knowhow of using their products. Therefore they advise feeding 
programs according to how their feeds should be used. 

in happa is a known technique. This is when carp kept and fattened with kitchen 

carp is less feasible. This is because the net in which the small and fragile fry is 
growing has to be so often cleaned that such operation hardly compensates the 
invested efforts.

quantity of feeds are available. Gross quantity of larger carp produced in cages 
.

Characteristics of cages

or different types of netting materials. Their common characteristics are that 

attacks of predatory animals from outside the cage. Size of cages may vary from 
a few to several ten cubic metres. 

Location of cages
When deciding the location of cages the followings should be considered:
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waters used for carp cage culture should be free of pollution and warm 
o o

cages should be placed at locations where water is deep enough (several 
meters) and/or where it is unlikely that the unconsumed feeds and faeces 

cages can be placed in still waters if there the movement of water is strong 
and regular enough to ensure the proper change of water in the cages. 

same place of a pond for a longer period of time. It is also a rule of thumb that the 

In still waters the change of water in cages can be ensured with paddle aerators 
or similar devices. These will not only aerate but also create current. 

Feeding in cages
Basic aspects and principles of feeding carp in cages are similar to feeding carps 
in tanks. There is only one important difference. It is the consistency of feed 

not to be washed out from the cage.

Cage culture of carp and related environmental considerations

waters should be done after a concise survey of pros and cons. This is true even if 
waters which are suitable for producing carp in cages are warm enough hence life 
is active in them which may guarantee the use and decomposition of unconsumed 

of the water body would ensure proper decomposition of produced wastes.

Carp Culture In Tanks and Cages
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USEFUL TABLES41

frequently cultured together with carp. 

to to to to
4 5 5 6 7 8 6 7

2 4 6 6 7 4 6

25

2.5 4 6 5 7 4 6
o 22 22 25

nd o

2.5

75 85 75 85 75 85

o 24 26 24
o

6 7 6 6.5 7 8 6 7
st

25
5

2.5 2 2 2

2.5 5 5 5

Source

––––––––––––––––––––
41

which were already compiled and published in FAO publication titled; Carp polyculture in 
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Minimum Average
4 5 6

Females (pcs.) 6 6 6
4 4 4

Total weight of females (kg) 24
Stripped eggs (pcs./season)

Feeding larvae produced (pcs./season)
Feeding larvae stocked (pcs./season)
Advanced fry harvested (pcs./season)
Fingerling harvested (pcs./season)

 (pcs./season)
Weight (tonnes/season)

Source at. al.

1–6

Source

Stocking Harvest

Fish larvae

6
6

Source

Useful Tables
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Dairy 
cattle cattle Pig

Chicken
Horse

Layers Broiler
25.2 25.2

82.5
4.5 7.5 5.4 6.8

2.5
2.6

5 days

Name Total quantity 
Start

Manure

Manure 25 75
25 75
25 75

Source

Nitrogenous 
4 3 2

fertilizer factories with simple synthesizing procedure and low cost. Ammonia is in an unsteady 
state when it is 

Nitrogenous 
4 2SO4

It is produced from the liquid ammonia directly neutralized with diluted sulphuric acid. It is white 

sulphate. With a little absorption of moisture it is convenient to preserve and apply.

Nitrogenous 

2 2

turn out ions and is unable to be absorbed directly by plants. It can be utilized by plants only after it 

carbonate. The conversion rate of urea is related with the temperature. It can be totally transformed 

2PO4 2 2 2O5

It has a subsidiary content of CaSO4 2

Source



133

8

7.5

7

6

Less than 6

Source

4. Feeding

Ingredients %

25

Soya 25

Fish meal 25

25
Source

Useful Tables
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Dry 
Matter Protein Fat

FCR
% Min.

Grains
Wheat 87
Rye 87
Barley 87 8 2
Oat

87 8 4 4.5 25
Millet 87 8 4
Sorghum 87 6

Legumes43

Pea 87 8
Bean 87

28
87 6
87 5

42

87 2
Wheat germ 5
Wheat starch

2
87

5 25
Fish oil 5

5
Soya oil 4

43

Protein-rich meals
Fish meal 88 44 2
Meat meal 64
Blood meal 5

5

Grass 2 4
Reed 28
Lucerne 24
Clover

Others
Nutrition lime
Salt
Source

––––––––––––––––––––
42

43
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5. Fishing

Source

6. Wintering

2 2

Source

2

Source

oC 15 oC oC 25 oC
3

Source

Useful Tables
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3

oC 15 oC 18 oC oC 25 oC
Pike

Source

oC 15 oC oC 25 oC
Pike

Source

3

4–15 oC oC
2–6 hours 6–12 hours 2–6 hours 6–12 hours

25
65
65

25

225
75 75

225

Source
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FEASIBILITY CRITERIA

The purpose of determining the feasibility criteria is to establish the requirements 

Biological feasibility
Will the selected species reproduce in a given environment other than its 

Technical feasibility
Are the resources available to reproduce and/or grow the selected species 

Is there available farm management and technical skill required to culture 

Economic viability
If the answers to the above are “yes”:

cost of acquisition of inputs might be prohibitively high or the price of 
the product is too high ( i.e. the market is willing to pay less than the cost 
of production.).
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The essential factors of economic viability are the cost of the resources and 

gaining an acceptable level of economic returns from producing a given species 

Financial feasibility

feasibility involves testing for the solvency of the project at various stages of 

to answer are:

What is the project’s resilience to changes in the cost of inputs and price 

Social, cultural and environmental compatibility

the last but not least step of feasibility criteria. The following questions should 
be answered:

Are the production and management practices acceptable as well as 

Are the production and management practices environmentally friendly 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READINGS44

The following selection of technical papers and reports are recommended to refer 

Fish species
2. 

4. Fish feeds and feeding
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. Civil engineering (construction of hatchery and ponds)

Research
Regional and country related general and technical reviews and papers

1. FISH SPECIES

Cyprinus carpio

Abramis brama

et al
Stizostedion v. vitreum 

 et al.
. User’s manual. FAO Computerized Info.Ser.

et al
shortnose sturgeon, Acipenser brevirostrum . 

Lucioperca lucioperca . FAO Fish.

––––––––––––––––––––
44

Caucasus and Central Asia: a manual. 
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 (http://www.fao.org/

. 

. FAO Fish.Tech.

Micropterus salmoides . FAO 

Aristichthys nobilis

cultivated aquatic organisms

Ctenopharyngodon idella 

Esox lucius Linnaeus
p. 

EIFAC Occasional 
Paper EIFAC/OP33 

Cyprinus carpio

et al
Morone saxatilis 

Ctenopharyngodon idella 

Perca 
Linnaeus, 1758 and Mitchill, 1814. 

Esox lucius 
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. FAO Fish.Tech.Pap./FAO Doc.Tech.Pêches/

2. FISH PROPAGATION AND FISH SEED PRODUCTION

Management
Field document

2.2 

p. 

2.4 
. FAO Fisheries 

Technical Paper. 
2.5 

.

2.6 
. 

2.7 

2.8 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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. 

. FAO Fish.Tech.

3. PRODUCTION, MANAGEMENT AND MARKETING

Management
Field document

Planning an aquaculture 

. Compilation based on lectures presented at 

also in French and Spanish

. FAO Train.

. EIFAC 
Occasional Paper EIFAC/OP31

Aquaculture. FAO Technical 

Aquaculture
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. FAO Better 

. FAO Better 

and cages

aquaculture and livestock. A selective annotated bibliography. FAO 

. 

Consultation on Small-Scale Rural Aquaculture

et al. 

Integrated Livestock-Fish Production Systems

Suggestions For Further Readings
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. FAO 

. FAO 

Yield and nutritional 
. FAO Fish.

. 
Paper. 

4. FISH FEEDS AND FEEDING
. Report of the FAO/

4.2 

Third Training Course on Fish Foods and Feeding

4.4 . 

4.5 
and Feed Technology

4.6 
. 

4.7 
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4.8 
and Nutritive Values

. FAO Fisheries 

. 

organisms

Farm-made 

. FAO Fish.

5. TRANSPORT OF FISH

5.2 . 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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6. FISH HEALTH, WELFARE AND QUALITY

6.2 

. Panel reviews and 

p.
6.4 

EIFAC 
Occasional Paper EIFAC/OP40 

6.5 

Diseases

6.6 

International Convention for the control of the spread of major 

6.7 

6.8  et al.

. FAO 

. A 
review of national and international measures for their control. 
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7. ENVIRONMENT AND WATER QUALITY

7.2 

and in Arabic.
7.4 

7.5 

7.6 

7.7 

7.8 

. FAO Better Farming 

(27):46 p.
et al

p. 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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8. 

Inland aquaculture engineering

8.2 . 

8.4 

8.5 

8.6 Pond construction 
. FAO Train.

8.7 . FAO Better 

8.8 
report prepared for the project Fisheries Development in Qinghai 

45

9. RESEARCH

at the Fish Culture Research Institute

Symposium on 

––––––––––––––––––––
45
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Stocking

Producers Associations  EIFAC 
Occasional Paper EIFAC/OP3 

. 

REGIONAL AND COUNTRY RELATED GENERAL AND 
TECHNICAL REVIEWS AND PAPERS

. FAO Fish.

. 

. FAO 

at a series of FAO/AGFUND International Training Courses in 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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Planning and Management Strategies in Central and Eastern 
. EIFAC Occasional Paper EIFAC/OP32

Brussels  EIFAC Occasional Paper 
EIFAC/OP35 

Plan
only). IFAC Occasional Paper EIFAC/OP41

recommendations
Fisheries and 

. FAO Fish.

 

. FAO Fisheries Circular. 

Fisheries Advisory Commission

. 

Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission

Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission
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Fisheries Arrangement

aquaculture

. 

. 

 
FAO Fisheries Circular, Under preparation

. Report of the 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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. 

. FAO Fish.

FAO Fisheries 
Circular, Under preparation

reservoirs in China

. 

. FAO Fish.Tech.

. Training manual. 

et al.
. FAO Farm 

. 

. 

Warm-Water Pond Fish Culture
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. FAO Fisheries Circular. No. 

. FAO Fisheries 

et al
in China

. FAO 

Fisheries and 
aquaculture in Georgia – Current Status and Planning

A 

Rome
. 

Suggestions For Further Readings
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This technical paper aims to provide basic technical guidance for better management 
practices (BMPs) for small carp culture in Eastern European, Caucasus and Central Asian 
region. It is one of the primary documentation outputs of the “Central Asia Regional 
Programme for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development (GCP/RER/031/TUR - 
FISHDEV), a joint regional programme being implemented under the FAO-Turkey 
Partnership Programme (FTPP). 
These BMPs, prepared by the selected aquaculture experts and consultants from China, 
FAO Headquarters, Hungary, India, Thailand and Turkey, are expected to be practically 
useful for regional fisheries and aquaculture research institutions, regional organizations  
including Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission 
as well as for people involved in aquaculture, particularly owners of carp hatcheries and 
farms, and employees of these establishments. 


