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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This is the report of the workshop on Indonesia’s membership to the Western and Central Pacific 

Fisheries Commission, and priorities for capacity building held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 22 to 

24 October 2013. 

FAO. 2014. 

Report of the workshop on Indonesia’s membership to the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission, and priorities for capacity building. Jakarta, Indonesia, 22–24 October 2013. 

FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report. No. R1066. Rome, FAO. 2013. 15 pp. 

ABSTRACT 

This document contains a report of the workshop on Indonesia’smembership to the Western and 

Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, and priorities for capacity building. Forty-seven persons from 

various government directorates, civil society, the fishing industry, the Western and Central Pacific 

Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and FAO met in Jakarta, Indonesia, to discuss Indonesia’s accession 

to the WCPFC Convention, its obligation and responsibilities as a Contracting Party and priority 

capacity building and institutional strengthening activities.  Financial and in-kind support for the 

Expert Workshop was provided by the Government of Indonesia, the FAO Regular Programme, the 

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 
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OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 

1. Mr Toni Ruchimat, Director for Fisheries Resources of Indonesia called the meeting to 

order. He welcomed the participants to the meeting and informed them of the aims and 

objectives of the workshop. In particular, he reported on the importance of Indonesia’s  

ratification of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory 

Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and the opportunity that this workshop 

presented to discuss Indonesia’s obligations and responsibilities as a Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) contracting party, and priorities for capacity 

building. Mr Ruchimat informed participants (from governments, industry, non-governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) and universities) of the workshop objectives. The workshop 

prospectus, workshop agenda and list of participants are attached as Appendix 1, 2 and 3, 

respectively. 

2. Mr Toni Ruchimat called on Mr Gellwynn Yusuf, Director-General of Capture 

Fisheries, Jakarta, Indonesia, to make opening remarks for the workshop. Mr Gellwynn 

informed participants that Indonesia was one of the signatory of the Honolulu Convention 

signed on 31 August 2001, but out of the 19 member States, Indonesia was the only State that 

did not sign the WCPFC Convention. However, he noted that the waiting finally ended this 

year when Indonesia ratified the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly 

Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean through Presidential Decree 

No. 61/2013. Mr Gellwyn noted that ratifying the Convention was a great achievement for 

Indonesia but that becoming full member of this regional fisheries management organization 

(RFMO) was like a double-edged sword. On one side, Indonesia would get the opportunity to 

increase its fishery production (especially tuna), but on the other hand, it also came with great 

responsibility to manage the resources. Accordingly, the two sides had become the essential 

part of sustainable fisheries management for Indonesia and all WCPFC member States. 

3. Mr Gellwyn further noted that scientific data must be the backbone of any actions  and 

encouraged all member States of WCPFC to ensure that their national scientists participate 

more fully and actively in the work of this RFMO. In this regard, Mr Gellwyn reported that 

he would support Indonesian scientists to play a larger role in the Scientific Committee of 

WCPFC and that without active and renewed support by all member States to fisheries 

science and their scientists, the multilateral framework will not able to continue delivering 

timely and scientifically-based advice on fisheries management. He expressed hope that by 

having the full membership status in WCPFC, Indonesia’s fisheries would be improved and 

contribute to the sustainability of the fisheries resources in this region. His statement is 

attached in Appendix 4. 

4. Mr Toni Ruchimat called on FAO to make an opening statement for the workshop. In 

referring to tuna fisheries, Mr Chopin noted that tuna fisheries account for about 20 percent 

of the value from all marine capture fisheries and that the value of landed catches of the most 

important tunas was currently estimated at over USD 10 billion annually. He noted that while 

large catches of tunas offer significant opportunities to human well-being, global food 

security and economic development, one-third of the tuna stocks globally were considered to 

be overexploited and that bigeye, Atlantic bluefin, Pacific bluefin, southern bluefin and 

yellowfin tunas were all showing a gradual decline in catch levels from historical peaks in 

previous years. Within this context he reported that three major inter-related concerns are 

now being raised about tuna fisheries. These are: (i) declines in resources due to insufficient 

use of robust conservation and management measures; (ii) IUU fishing; and (iii) threats to 
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bycatch and conservation of biological diversity. Mr Chopin reported that FAO was pleased 

to learn that Indonesia had signed the instrument of ratification for the Convention on the 

Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central 

Pacific Ocean.  He opined that Indonesia’s accession to the Western and Central Pacific 

Fisheries Convention would strengthen the Commission and contribute to more robust 

conservation and management measures being developed and effectively implemented for 

tuna resources of the region.  To this end, he reported that FAO would support, to the extent 

possible, capacity building and institutional strengthening activities associated with Indonesia 

accessing to the Convention through the use of its technical resources and extrabudgetary 

funds. His statement is attached in Appendix 5. 

NOMINATION OF THE CHAIRPERSON 

5. Mr Toni Ruchimat was nominated as the Chairperson of the Workshop. 

NOMINATION OF THE WORKSHOP FACILITATORS AND RAPPORTEURS 

6. Ms Sofi Chullatus Sofia, Yayan Hernryadin, Eva Suryaman, Putuh Suadela, Satya 

Mardi, Cahyani Dwi Setiawati, Mumpuni Cyntia Pratiwi, Neneng from Indonesia 

government offices were nominated as workshop facilitators. 

WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS 

7. Mr Glenn Hurry, Executive Director of the WCPFC, gave two separate presentations. 

The first presentation focused on the global status and demands for tuna, stock status and 

future developments that might occur in the fishery sector. The second presentation was on 

the development of conservation and management measures in the WCPFC and how these 

were applied in the WCPFC. The second presentation also explained how these conservation 

and management measures could be applied by Indonesia. A link to his presentations is 

available in Appendix 6. 

8. Mr Saut Tampublon, Deputy Director of Fisheries Resource Management (Indonesia) 

presented an overview of tuna management in Indonesia. Mr Saut noted that there were seven 

Indonesian fisheries management zones for tuna, in which two zones were designated as 

Convention areas of WCPFC, three zones as archipelagic waters and related to the 

Convention area of WCPFC, and two additional zones designated as areas related to the area 

of competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). Gear type that are commonly 

used by fishermen in those areas consist of longline, purse-seine, pole and line, handline and 

other gear. 

9. Mr Saut noted that from historical catch estimates, catches from fishing zones 

associated with the WCPFC Convention area were higher than those of the Indian Ocean. For 

longline and handline fisheries, catches were dominated by yellowifn tuna and bigeye tuna 

while for purse-seine and pole and line fisheries, they were dominated by skipjack tuna. 

Yellow fin and bigeye tuna were also caught in small quantities. Mr Saut focused his 

presentation on issues that should be addressed for effecive tuna management and 

conservation measures. These included information needed to determine stock status, catch 

limits, drivers associated with social-economy and the mindset of industry towards 

compliance. A link to his presentation is available in Appendix 6. 
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10. Mr Hari Eko Irianto, Head of the Research Center for Fisheries Management and 

Conservation (RCFMC), Indonesia, reported on the role of RCFMC in providing the 

scientific data required to be provided to the WCPFC. He explained that the Research Center 

has a mandate to conduct research that related to the fisheries management and conservation 

in all fisheries management areas (FMAs) of Indonesia. In conducting this mandate, the 

Research Center has been supported by four research institutes including: the Research 

Institute for Marine Fisheries (RIMF) in Jakarta, the Research Institute of Inland Fisheries 

(RIIF) in Palembang, the Research Institute for Fisheries Enhancement and Conservation 

(RIFEC) in Purwakarta and the Research Intitute for Tuna Fisheries (RITF) in Bali. In 

relation to the WCPFC, RCFMC has been involved in order to rectify the paucity of catch 

data of highly migratory landed in Bitung and Kendari since 2004 starting with the Indonesia 

Philippines Data Collection Project (IPDCP) and continuing with the Western Pacific East 

Asian Fisheries Project (WPEAFP)  (2010–2013). Mr Hari Eko Irianto acknowledged that 

through a long process of assistance from WCPFC-SPC, the Research Center currently had a 

system and the capability to conduct port sampling programmes in Bitung, Kendari, Sodoha 

and Sorong with a total 23 enumerators as required by WCPFC. The results of port sampling 

have enhanced the capacity for Indonesia to provide catch reports by species and gear 

including length distribution by month to the WCPFC database manager. Since 2011, species 

composition from port sampling has also been used as reference for breakdown of the 

Indonesia annual catch by species and gear to the commission. Currently, the Research 

Center does not have scientific observers on board in the WCPFC area and is still in search of 

a possible way to provide ecological related species data, set by set operational data that 

could be obtained from observers. In order to provide scientific data required for WCPFC and 

to sustain the port sampling programme, he informed the workshop that a Research Institute 

for Tuna Fisheries (RITF, Bitung) will be established in the near future for Pacific fisheries 

and would operate in a similar manner to the former RITF in Benoa Bali facing the Indian 

Ocean. A link to his presentation is available in Appendix 6. 

11. Mr Martin Tsamenyi, WCPFC Legal Advisor, made a presentation on the legal issues 

to be considered, appreciated and addressed as a consequence of Indonesia’s ratification of 

the WCPF Convention. Specific issues covered by the presentation include the historical 

background to WCPFC, the different participants in the Commission, Convention 

obligations, conservation and management measures and financial contribution. The 

presentation highlighted the consequences of non-compliance with the obligations and  

discussed some of the challenges Indonesia would need to address to effectively participate in 

WCPFC as a full member. A link to his presentation is available in Appendix 6. 

12. Mr Chopin provided an overview of the FAO/GEF ABNJ tuna project and noted that 

this workshop on Indonesia’s accession to the WCPFC provided an opportunity for Indonesia 

to consider what types of capacity building would contribute to Indonesia’s fulfilling its 

obligations to the Commission.  He presented a summary of the GEF, the GEF project cycle 

and activities, outputs and outcomes associated with the FAO-GEF ABNJ tuna project. He 

requested that Indonesia and others involved in Indonesia tuna fisheries identify capacity 

building and institutional strengthening activities that might be considered as candidate 

activities under the project. A link to his presentation and to the the project executive 

summary is available in Appendix 6.  

13. Ms Lida Pet Soede, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Indonesia presented an 

overview of the work FAO is carrying out in Indonesia tuna fisheries. She congratulated the 

decision of the Indonesian Government to proceed to full membership and shared some 
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progress on tuna management relevant to the requirements of WCPFC since 2006. She 

underlined the facilitation by WWF-Indonesia fisheries team of collaboration between private 

sector and Indonesian Governement to mitigate by-catch of sea turtles and the trialing / 

development of on-board observers in the tuna long-line fishery. She also referenced the 

important progress with the development of indicators to assess the status of implementation 

of ecosystem-based fisheries management with scientists, government and industry 

representatives, which implementation is now progressing on several of Indonesia's fisheries 

managament areas. She concluded by pointing how the membership to WCPFC could be a 

significant opportunity for Indonesia to share and learn from other members the challenges 

and solutions to effective tuna management in support of full implementation of the proposed 

National Tuna Management Plan and confirmed the readiness by WWF to continue to be a 

strong partner to the Indonesian Government and industry in complying with WCPFC 

requirements. A link to her presentation is available in Appendix 6.  

14. Mr Saut Tampublon presented an overview of priorities for capacity building and 

institutional strengthening. These priorities should focus on measures that contribute towards: 

avoiding stock depletion, overcapacity, ensuring compatibility of conservation and 

management measures, enhanced cooperation among WCPFC Members, implementation of 

flag State and port State measures, improved boarding and inspection services, enhancement 

of compliance and enforcement, improved transshipping measures and involvement in a 

regional observer programme. 

15. Representatives from WCPFC and FAO concurred with the priorities identified by the 

workshop participants. WCPFC noted that in addition to the priority areas identified, there 

was an urgent need to undertake a gap analysis of domestic legislation and management 

measures and Pacific convention obligations.  Once the gaps have been identified, new rules 

and procedures to fill these gaps would need to be developed. It was suggested that this 

should be a priority for next year’s activities. 

16. WCPFC also suggested that actions to strengthen institutional and stakeholder capacity 

associated with effective implementation should also be prioritized. Such actions should 

include a process for stakeholder consultation before and after the conservation and 

management measures (CMMs) are developed including a process for socialization.  The 

need for industry to be an integral part of the process was stressed since it is important for 

industry to know the consequences for non compliance and the standard process and 

approaches that need to be taken. 

17. In reference to the FAO-GEF ABNJ tuna project, Mr Chopin noted the opportunities 

for national level capacity building associated with Component 1– Promotion of Sustainable 

Management (including rights-based management) of Tuna Fisheries, in accordance with an 

Ecosystem Approach, Component 2 – Strengthening and Harmonizing Monitoring, Control 

and Surveillance (MCS) to Address Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) Fishing 

existed. More specifically, Mr Chopin noted that project outputs 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.4, 2.1.1, 

2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.1.4, 2.1.5 and 2.2.4 would be investigated. Mr Chopin went on to suggest that 

he would also investigate other mechanisms outside of the ABNJ tuna project that might 

support Indonesia capacity building towards WCPFC Membership. 

18. In summarizing his presentation, and reflecting on the challenges posed by 

Mr Tsamenyi regarding Indonesia’s capacity to meet its obligations as a member of both 

IOTC and WCPFC, Mr Chopin proposed that a good baseline from which to start would be 

for Indonesia to seek technical assistance from the tuna RFMOs, FAO and others to carry out 
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a compliance support mission.  Such a mission would allow the concerned parties to gain a 

clear understanding of the difficulties encountered by Indonesia and the challenges they face 

to implement the IOTC and WCPFC Resolutions at the policy, legal, 

institutional/administrative and operational levels. 

19. Mr Hurry welcomed the inputs from Indonesia associated with output 3.1.1 and with 

harmonized and integrated bycatch data collection on sharks from the WCPFC and the Inter-

American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) regions. 

CLOSING OF THE WORKSHOP 

20. Mr Toni Ruchimat expressed his appreciation to all participants and thanked WCPFC 

and FAO for the opportunity to exchange information and identify priorities associated with 

Indonesia membership of WCPFC. 

21. Messrs Glenn Hurry, Martins Tsamenyi and Francis Chopin expressed their gratitude to 

Indonesia for the opportunity to participate in the Workshop. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Workshop prospectus 

Workshop objectives 

The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) was established by the Convention 

for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central 

Pacific Ocean (WCPF Convention) which entered into force on 19 June 2004. The Convention was 

concluded after six years of negotiation which commenced in 1994. The period between the 

conclusion of the Convention and its entry into force was taken up by a series of Preparatory 

Conferences that laid the foundations for the Commission to commence its work. 

The WCPF Convention draws on many of the provisions of the UN Fish Stocks Agreement [UNFSA] 

while, at the same time, reflecting the special political, socio-economic, geographical and 

environmental characteristics of the western and central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) region. The WCPFC 

Convention seeks to address problems in the management of high seas fisheries resulting from 

unregulated fishing, over-capitalization, excessive fleet capacity, vessel re-flagging to escape controls, 

insufficiently selective gear, unreliable databases and insufficient multilateral cooperation in respect 

to conservation and management of highly migratory fish stocks. A framework for the participation of 

fishing entities in the Commission which legally binds fishing entities to the provisions of the 

Convention, participation by territories and possessions in the work of the Commission, recognition of 

special requirements of developing States, and cooperation with other Regional Fisheries 

Management Organizations (RFMO) whose respective areas of competence overlap with the WCPFC 

reflect the unique geo-political environment in which the Commission operates. 

Indonesia is in the process of acceding to the WCPFC Convention1 (Articles 34 and 35 of the 

Convention). This workshop is set up to facilitate this process and to identify opportunities for 

capacity building within Indonesia for such Objectives. Accordingly, the objectives of the Workshop 

are to: 

1. Present an overview of the Western and Central Pacific Ocean tuna fisheries;  

2. Present an overview of the Indonesian tuna fisheries, its characteristics, current and 

emerging issues in the fisheries;  

3. Describe the WCPFC convention, structure, obligations, decision making processes, 

CMMs and financial / administrative arrangements; 

4. Present an overview of FAO-GEF tuna related projects and the potential for Indonesia to 

participate in project outputs associated with capacity building and WCPFC Membership; 

5. Priority areas for capacity building and institution strengthening within Indonesia. 
 

  

                                                           
1 www.wcpfc.int/system/files/text.pdf 

 

http://www.wcpfc.int/system/files/text.pdf
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APPENDIX 2 

Agenda 

 Tuesday, October 22
nd

, 2013  

Date/time Activity Notes/people 

08.30–09.00 Registration of participants DFRM – DGCF 

09.00–09.05 National Anthem “Indonesia Raya” DFRM – DGCF 

09.05–09.15 prayer DFRM – DGCF 

09.15–09.30 Report from DFRM – DGCF    
Director of Fisheries 

Resources Management 

09.30–10.00 

 

Welcome and official opening 

Intended aims and processes of workshop 

Director General of 

Capture Fisheries 

10.00–10.15 Prepared speeches by project partners FAO 

 Group photograph DFRM – DGCF 

10.15–10.45 Coffee Break / Press release by DGCF  

10.45–11.00 Introductions, nomination of Chair and other formalities Technical Secretary 

11.30–12.30 

Overview of the fishery 

• WCPFC tuna fishery 

• Sustainability issues 

• Market issues 

• Global tuna issues 

WCPFC 

12.30–13.30 

 
Lunch  

13.30–14.00 

 

Indonesian presentation 

Indonesia tuna fisheries profile 

Deputy Director of 

Director of Fisheries 

Resources Management 

in Indonesia EEZ and 

High Seas 

14.00–14.30 

 

Current and emerging issues in the WCPFC 

• Conservation and management measure  2013/01 

• Transshipment 

• Sharks 

• Data 

• Catch documentation 

• Management objectives workshop 

WCPFC 

14.30–15.00 

 
Break/coffee  

15.00–16.00 

 
Moderated discussion Participants  
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 Wednesday, October 23, 2013  

Date/time Activity Notes/people 

09.00–10.00 

 

WCPFC Overview 

• WCPF Convention 

• Structure 

• Members and participants 

• Convention obligations 

• Decision-making 

WCPFC 

10.00–10.30 

 
Break/coffee  

10.30–11.00 

 

Conservation and management measures (CMMs) 

• Nomenclature 

• Different categories of CMMs 

• Compliance monitoring process 

WCPFC 

11.00–12.00 

 

Administration and financial arrangements 

• Assessed Contribution formulae 

• Consequences of non-payment of assessed contribution 

• Hosting of meetings 

WCPFC 

12.00–13.00 

 
Lunch  

13.00–13.30 

 

The FAO–GEF ABNJ and regional tuna projects 

• Structure 

• Project components / outputs 

• WWF role in the project 

Frank Chopin/FAO  

13.30–14.00 

 

WWF  

• Structure 

• Ongoing and planned work 

• WWF role in the project 

WWF 

15.30–16.00 Break/coffee  

14.00–15.00 

 
Moderated discussion Participants  

 Thursday, October 24
th

, 2013  

09.00–09.30 

 

Indonesian presentation 

• Priorities for capacity building and institutional 

strengthening 

Indonesia 

09.30–10.00 Break/coffee  

10.00–11.00 

 
Moderated discussion Participants  

11.00–12.00 

 

Open discussion on Indonesia’s priorities for capacity building 

and institutional strengthening   
 

12.00–13.00 Lunch  

13.00–14.30 
Open discussion on Indonesia’s priorities for capacity building 

and institutional strengthening  (Continued) 
 

14.30–15.00 Final round-up, suggestions and conclusions  

15.00–15.30 Closing  
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APPENDIX 3 

List of participants 

No Name Institution 

1 Francis Chopin FAO 

2 Abdul Basith Jakarta Fisheries College 

3 Fenni Eddrisea Agency of Research and Development for Marine and Fisheries 

4 Wawan Ridwan WWF 

5 Riana Handayani Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

6 G. Sunaryo Coordination of Ministry for Society Welfare 

7 Endang Sunaryo Ternate Archipelagic Fishing Port 

8 Anung Widodo 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

9 Lilis Sadiyah 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

10 I Gede Bagus 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

11 Agung Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

12 Glenn Hurry WCPFC 

13 Januar Abdullah Nizam Zachman Oceanic Fishing Port Jakarta 

14 Fayakun Satria 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

14 R.P Poernomo ASTUIN 

16 A. Habibi WWF 

17 HIPPI Bitung 

18 Hari Eko I 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

19 Duto 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

20 Dharmadi 
The Head of Center Research for Fisheries Management and Fishery 
Resources Conservation 

21 Yuliadi Kadarmo Center for international marine and fisheries cooperation 

22 Wiwik Wulandari Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

23 Y. Digul Susetyo Directorate General of Marine and Fisheries Resources Surveillance  

24 Djodie s Integrated fisheries Association  

25 Bambang Novantoro Indonesia Tuna Association 

26 Fahmi Jamaludin Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

27 Gellwynn Jusuf Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 
28 Yoke T Indonesian Agency for the assessment and aplication of technology 

29 Bagus Oktori Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

30 Imron Rosyidi Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

31 Soleh  Navy 

32 Kolonel Yuli Navy 

33 Desri Yanti Center for international marine and fisheries cooperation 
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34 Joko K Nizam Zachman Oceanic Fishing Port Jakarta 

35 Octavino A Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

36 Shita H Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

37 Lida Feb WWF 

38 Imaizumi Indonesia Tuna Association 

39 Aos Firdaus Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

40 Hendytos Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

41 Elvi Wijayanti Center for international marine and fisheries cooperation 

42 Bambang Irawan  

43 Slamet Hermanto NAVY 

44 R. Wawan Wirawan NAVY 

45 Suseno Wangsit Wijaya Geospatial Infomation Agency 

46 Mia Malinda Suhud Geospatial Infomation Agency 

47 Desi Afrina Geospatial Infomation Agency 
48 Toni Ruchimat Director for Fisheries Resources of Indonesia 
49 Sofi Chullatus Sofia Indonesia Government 
50 Yayan Hernryadin Indonesia Government 
51 Eva Suryaman Indonesia Government 
52 Putuh Suadela Indonesia Government 
53 Satya Mardi Indonesia Government 
54 Cahyani Dwi Setiawati Indonesia Government 
55 Mumpuni Cyntia Pratiwi Indonesia Government 
56 Neneng Indonesia Government 
57 Saut Tampublon Deputy Director of Fisheries Resources management Indonesia 

58 Hari Eko Irianto 
Head of the Research Center for Fisheries management and 
Conservation RCFMC, Indonesia 

 

  



11 

APPENDIX 4 

Opening Statement 

MrGellwynn Yusuf 

DirectorGeneral of Capture Fisheries 

Jakarta, Indonesia 

Honorable Prof. Glenn Hurry, Executive Secretary of WCPFC Dr Martin Tsamenyi, Legal Advisor of 

WCPFC Dr Frank Chopin, Branch Chief Fishing Operation and Technology Service (FIRO), FAO 

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb and very good moorning to all of you. First of all, let us thank Allah the 

Almighty for his Merciful and Blessing, so that we can gather here in good health and be assembled in 

this opening Ceremony of “Dissemination Meeting of the status of Indonesia Membership in Western 

and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)”. This meeting is a follow up on the MoU 

Signed by Director General of FAO and the Minister of Marine Affairs of Fisheries Republic of 

Indonesia. I would like to appreciate the effort in time and energy that you have made to be here in 

Jakarta. 

Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As a flash back in History, let me inform you that Indonesia was one of the signatory of the Honolulu 

Convention Signed on August 31st, 2001. Out of the 19 member states, Indonesia was the only state 

that did not sign the Convention. However, Indonesia has been actively participating in each meeting 

as Cooperating Non Member state since then. We even hosted the 6th Prepcon meeting of WCPFC in 

Bali on 19-23 April 2004. Finally, the waiting ended last August of this year when Indonesia ratified 

the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in The 

Western and Central Pacific Ocean through Presidential Decree No. 61/2013. Beside that Indonesia 

has become a full member of IOTC and CCSBT, and just enter as a non-cooperating member of 

IATTC. 

Honorable Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is by far a great achievement for Indonesia. Allow me to say some words regarding the new 

membership of Indonesia in the largest-in-the-world RFMOs and its implication. 

First of all, becoming full member of this RFMO is like a double-sword edge. On one side, we get 

opportunity to increase our fishery production especially Tuna, but on the other hand, it also comes 

with great responsibility to manage the resources. In my opinion, this notion has become the essential 

part of sustainable fisheries management not just for the whole WCPFC member state, but more 

importantly for Indonesia. 

Fisheries Management and indeed ocean policy, in a broader sense, are important for Indonesia. They 

are crucial to any policy which aims to conserve our natural resources to develop them in a 

sustainable manner. We are all too aware of the fact that our fish resources face increasing pressure, 

both from intensive fisheries and from external factor such as pollution and climate change. These are 

challenges that we must face together – all member state bordering this RFMO. 

While it is clear that we are all working towards the same goal of the sustainable fisheries, this task is 

often complicated by the fact that the Western Central Pacific Region is typified by a number of rather 

unique characteristics. There is vast diversity in the species caught, the fishing gears and practices 

used are also numerous and the fishing industry is based on small to large scale Industries. The 

Fishing Industries are increasingly making use of more efficient fishing gear and larger vessels that 

are able to operate over a much wider area than was previously possible. Adequately controlling this 

reality is becoming more and more difficult. And on top of that, we are facing with mounting IUU 

fishing problems. 

However, I’m confident that are still merits in doing sustainable fisheries. We have committed to this 

at the Johannesburg UN World Summit in 2002, and the same principle is contained in UNCLOS and 

in our recent Biodiversity Strategy. Another thing we need to do for sustainability is stop waste. 

Discards, which can amount almost half of catches in some fisheries, undermine all our data 
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collection efforts and are morally and environmentally unacceptable. I think we need to count all 

discards and bycatch as part of the resources valuation scheme. Another important element of the 

sustainability is the ecosystem approach. The long-term plans for stock management need to become 

the common denominator of all our fisheries. As new ecosystem information become available, it has 

to be fed into the plans. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have one final appeal on this front. And this is to use scientific data as the backbone of any action 

we undertake. I would encourage all member states of WCPFC to ensure that their national scientists 

participate more fully and actively in the work of this RFMO. I will support the Indonesian scientists 

to play a larger role in the Scientific Committee of WCPFC. 

Without the active and renewed support of all member States to fisheries science and their scientists, 

the multilateral framework will not able to continue delivering timely and scientifically based advice 

on fisheries management. 

Honorable guests, Ladies and gentlemen, 

In closing, I’m hoping that by having the full membership status in WCPFC, Indonesia’s fisheries will 

be improved and at the same time, we could also contribute to the sustainability of the fisheries 

resources in this region. 

I wish you all a success and fruitful meeting. And now, I declare that the “Dissemination meeting of 

the status of Indonesia membership in in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 

(WCPFC) is officially opened. 

 

Thank you 
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APPENDIX 5 

Opening Statement 

Francis Chopin 

Branch Chief, Fishing Operations and Technology 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Resources Use and Conservation Division 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

Director General, Prof. Glenn Hurry, distinguished delegates, friends and colleagues: 

On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr Graziano da Silva, it gives me much pleasure to be a 

part of this important workshop on “Indonesia membership of the Western and Central Pacific 

Fisheries Commission and priorities for capacity building”. 

The oceans make up about 66 percent of the Earth's surface and provide humanity with goods, 

environmental and cultural services that are fundamental to human well-being, global food security 

and nutrition, international trade and economic development.  A key feature of the oceans are valuable 

stocks of highly migratory fish such as tuna which form the basis of a multibillion dollar global 

fishing industry and which also provide food and incomes to millions of people. 

From a global perspective, tuna fisheries account for about 20 percent of the value from all marine 

capture fisheries. The value of landed catches of the most important tunas is estimated at over USD 10 

billion annually. More than 85 countries harvest tuna in commercial quantities and yearly exports 

represent around 8 percent of the total of internationally traded seafood. The global tuna industry is a 

complex and highly dynamic amalgam of seafood industries and is comprised of thousands of vessels 

from over eighty five countries that collectively produce around 6.7 million tonnes of tuna and tuna 

like species1 annually. The vessels range from small artisanal-scale vessels operating in coastal waters 

to medium/large-scale domestic vessels operating within national waters and the high seas, as well as 

large-scale distant water vessels capable of operating far from their home base in any ocean and over 

40 countries host tuna processing industries. In the Western Pacific region alone, tuna fisheries 

dominate production statistics and their importance cannot be underestimated.  Of  the 4.49 million 

tonnes of principal market species harvested globally, Indonesia catches around 0.59 million tonnes. 

Clearly, the magnitude of these catches together with other tuna and tuna like species put Indonesia 

among the top world’s tuna fishing nations. 

And while large catches of tunas offer significant opportunities to human well-being, global food 

security and nutrition, international trade and economic development, one-third of the tuna stocks 

globally are estimated to be overexploited. Bigeye, Atlantic bluefin, Pacific bluefin, southern bluefin 

and yellowfin tunas are all showing a gradual decline in catch levels from historical peaks in previous 

years. It is within this context that three major inter-related concerns are now being raised about tuna 

fisheries. These are: (i) declines in resources due to insufficient use of robust conservation and 

management measures; (ii) IUU fishing; and (iii) threats to bycatch and conservation of biological 

diversity. 

In those fisheries where fish stocks are over exploited, the ability of our oceans to deliver food for 

future generations will be severely compromised unless trends in unsustainable uses of ocean 

resources are not reversed. The consequences of not taking action puts the livelihoods of hundreds of 

millions of people who depend on fisheries at risk and compromises the food security and nutrition of 

many more people. Ocean fisheries are among humanity’s best opportunities to deliver highly 

nutritious food to a growing population. 

  

                                                           
1 Includes species classified in the FAOSTAT group tunas, bonitos and billfishes. 
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Turning towards tuna resource management, the five tuna Regional Fishery Management 

Organizations (t-RFMOs) and their member countries are responsible for the management of tuna 

resources both within ABNJ and the related Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs). These t-RFMOs have 

been established with mandates that primarily focus on ensuring the sustainable use, conservation and 

management of tuna fisheries. To fulfill their mandates, the member countries of t-RFMOs work 

collaboratively and through specialized committees. As directed by their members, they pilot and 

implement various approaches and activities for the management of tuna fisheries including bycatch, 

and all t-RFMOs have in place conservation management measures aimed at the management of 

resources and biodiversity conservation. 

Notwithstanding, experience shows that managing the impacts of fishing and, in particular fishing 

effort and capacity in tuna fisheries globally, remains a real challenge. Resolving these issues will 

require a concerted action by all those whose involved in the fisheries from the catching end through 

the supply chain to the consumer. 

Distinguished delegates, friends and colleagues: FAO is pleased to learn that Indonesia has signed the 

instrument of ratification for the Convention on the conservation and management of highly migratory 

fish stocks in the wetern and central Pacific Ocean. Indonesia’s accession to the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Convention will strengthen the Commission and contribute to more robust 

conservation and management measures being developed and effectively  implemented.  To this end, 

FAO will support to the extent possible, capacity building and institutional strengthening activities 

through use of its technical resources and extra budgetary funds. This collaborative workshop 

between Indonesia, WCPFC and FAO is a step towards towards this objective. The FAO-GEF ABNJ 

tuna project offers further opportunities in this regard. 

Towards this end, I would like to acknowledge the financial support provided by the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF), FAO’s regular programme, The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission, the Government of Indonesia, WWF and others to this workshop. 

I wish everyone participating a fruitful and successful meeting. 

Thank you very much, 

Francis Chopin 
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APPENDIX 6 

Workshop presentations 

Indonesian Workshop. The WCPFC and overview of world tuna stocks 

Mr Glenn Hurry, Executive Director of the WCPFC 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/1_Overview of the Fishery_The WCPFC _State of World 

Tuna Stocks_WCPFC.pdf 

The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 

Current and Emerging Issues in the WCPFC and WCPEC - Mr Glenn Hurry, Executive Director of 

the WCPFC 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/2_Current_emerging_Issues_in_the_WCPFC_WCPFC.pdf  

Indonesia Tuna Profile 

Dissemination of Indonesia Membership Status in WCPFC - The Media Hotel, 22-24 October 2013 

Mr Saut Tampublon, Deputy Director of Fisheries Resource Management 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/3_Indonesia Tuna Profile_DFRM.pdf 

Scientific data to be provided to the Commission WCPFC 

Mr Hari Eko Irianto, Head of Research Center for Fisheries Management and Conservation (RCFMC) 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/4_Scientific_Data_To_Be_Provided_To_The_Commission_

WCPFC_RCFMC.pdf 

Introduction to the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) 

Mr Martin Tsamenyi, WCPFC Legal Advisor 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/5_Introduction_to_WCPFC_Martin_Tsamenyi.pdf  

The FAO-GEF ABNJ Tunas Project - Sustainable management of tuna fisheries and 

biodiversity conservation in the areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ) 
Mr Francis Chopin, Branch Chief Fishing Operations and Technology FAO 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/6_The_FAO-GEF_ABNJ_Tunas_Project_Frank Chopin 

FAO.pdf 

Building capacity for management of tuna fisheries in Indonesia 

WWF Indonesia: Abdullah Habibi, Imam Musthofa, Wawan Ridwan, Lida Pet-Soede 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/R1066/7_Building_Capacity_for_Management_of_Tuna_Fisheries_

Indonesia_WWF.pdf 
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