
Small Island Developing States

The Sustainable Intensification 
of Caribbean Fisheries and 
Aquaculture
In the Caribbean Small Island Developing States (SIDS) fisheries are 

vitally important for the livelihoods of the population. Many coastal 

communities depend on income and food from fisheries. In the whole 

Caribbean Region production has declined by 40 percent over the 

last two decades. The region’s fishery resources are among the most 

overexploited in the world. Fifty five percent of commercially harvested 

fishery stocks are overexploited or depleted and 40 percent of stocks are 

currently fully exploited.

The growing population and reduced fish production in the Eastern 

Caribbean states results in more than 40 percent of fish consumed being 

imported. Over 250 000 tonnes of fish at a cost of USD 100 million are 

imported by the Caribbean states annually. In the CARICOM countries 

at least 64 000 people are directly employed in small-scale fisheries and 

aquaculture and an estimated 180 000 are involved in fish processing, 

retailing, boat construction, net repairs, etc.  

The daunting challenge the Caribbean 
SIDS face is to guarantee sufficient 
fish for the people and reduce the 
food import bill through increased 
domestic fish production which 
maintains the sustainability of fishery 
resources.

Development of 
Aquaculture
To stop the increase in the fish import 
bill and provide a supply of sufficiently 
high quality fish and fishery products 
to a growing population in the 
Caribbean, aquaculture development 
is required.

While aquaculture is globally the 
fastest growing food sector with an 
annual growth rate of 8.8 percent, 
production in the Caribbean as a 
whole, and particularly in CARICOM, 
has hardly increased over the past 
decades. Aquaculture can provide 
a stable supply of fish to the retail 
and tourism sectors and guarantees 
fish quality, variety of species and 
products that meet consumer needs. 
Aquaculture development takes place 
within national jurisdictions and is 
therefore easier to manage compared 
with coastal fisheries.  The demand 
for aquaculture products in the region 
is very high. ©
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For additional information  
visit www.fao.org/sids  
or write to sids@fao.org 
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Aquaculture development could 
increase fish production in CARICOM 
states by 30 percent within 10 years. 
This would significantly reduce fish 
imports which mainly come from 
aquaculture (salmon, tilapia, catfish 
and shrimp among others). 

Recommended 
Actions
Establish a programme for CARICOM 
governments to enable the transfer of 
successful aquaculture technologies 
and production systems to the 
Caribbean. It would establish a 
regional training project (through 

public/private partnerships), bring 
in key systems, practices and 
expertise, introduce policies and legal 
frameworks and address value chain 
issues.

Lessons learned
Green water tilapia culture, 
aquaponics, tilapia, shrimp and catfish 
culture in ponds, and cage culture of 
marine species have all been tested 
and proven to be successful on a 
pilot scale in the Caribbean region. 
Private sector investment with FAO 
technical assistance will also be 
important in successfully scaling up 

Caribbean aquaculture production in 
a sustainable and economically viable 
way.

This programme for sustainable 
growth of the fisheries and 
aquaculture in the Caribbean SIDS 
could also be seen as part of the FAO 
Blue Growth Initiative, which aims 
to be a leading global programme 
supporting the sustainable harvesting 
and utilization of aquatic resources for 
food security and economic growth. 
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