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March 06 2014, Mogadishu– For the first time, 
Somali farmers are turning themselves into 
suppliers of high-quality food assistance for 
their fellow Somali people. A new initiative 
backed by the European Union, the government 
of Austria and two United Nations food security 
agencies has helped Somali farmers achieve 
this major agricultural breakthrough in a region 
of the country that was gripped by famine just 
three years ago. 

With the support of the EU and the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), small-scale 
farmers have boosted the yields and quality of 
their maize grains, allowing them to sell 200 
metric tons of high-quality maize to the UN’s 
World Food Programme (WFP), which purchased 
the grain with funds supplied by Austria. 

Agricultural communities – especially in south-
central Somalia, the country’s grain basket – 
have, over the last two decades, been severely 
affected by conflict and recurrent drought, 
which has resulted in the widespread failure of 
crops and poor yields. The EU, Austria, FAO and 
WFP are working with local farmers to change 
that. 

"The EU strongly supports this pilot initiative to 
empower the Somali farmers and their 
markets,” said Michele Cervone d'Urso, the EU 
Ambassador to Somalia. “By enabling them to 
provide food aid for Somalia, we support the 
entire Somali economy." 

“This initiative shows that Somali farmers are 
not helpless. With minimal assistance 
including agricultural inputs, tools, technical 
skills in storage, grading and marketing, they 
can make a great difference,” said Luca 
Alinovi, FAO’s outgoing representative for 
Somalia. 

WFP Country Representative Stefano Porretti 
described the initiative “as a significant 
achievement for the participating farmers” 
and a milestone for WFP’s operations in 
Somalia. 

“Strengthening livelihoods and increasing 
resiliency is an integral part of WFP’s 
strategy in Somalia,” Porretti added. “WFP 
will continue to support small-scale farmers 
in Somalia by empowering them to produce 
and sell more food, so as to become 
competitive players in local markets.” 

The Austrian embassy in Nairobi, which also 
covers Somalia, said that Austria, as one of 
the partners and sponsors of this project, was 
delighted that this valuable initiative had 
been such a success. It further added that it 
was another example that people in need, 
given the necessary assistance and 
possibilities, are able to help themselves and 
thus make a difference to their lives. 
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Quick Data 

New Initiative Enables Somali 
Farmers to produce Food 

Assistance  
EU, Austria and UN Food Agencies 
Are Backing Landmark Initiative 
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A Historical 
Breakthrough 

For over 12 months, experts from FAO and WFP supported by the EU have worked with dozens of 
farmers in several communities to train them in post-harvest handling, storage and warehouse 
management in order to increase the quality of their production and limit losses by keeping the 
grain free of contamination and pests. Farmers also learned how to grade their grain. These new 
skills are aimed at increasing the quality of their produce. 

Now they are able to produce maize that meets international quality standards in sufficient 
quantities to sell it to WFP, which will use the locally grown grain in its food assistance 
programmes for the most vulnerable and food-insecure Somalis. 

According to food production data, Somali farmers only meet 40 percent of the country’s domestic 
cereal demand. FAO and WFP will jointly seek to scale up this initiative to ensure that small scale 
farmers have better opportunities to access agricultural markets, to become competitive players 
in domestic and international food trade and thus to improve their lives.Sustained humanitarian 
interventions as well as successive seasons of near-average to above-average rainfall in most parts 
of Somalia have significantly reduced the number of people experiencing severe food shortages in 
parts of the country from a peak of 4 million during the 2011 drought and famine. 

However, the latest assessment findings from FAO’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
indicate 1025,000 people are facing acute food security crisis and 218,000 children under the age 
of 5 are acutely malnourished. 

Continued from page 1

Farmers to produce Food Assistance  

“This initiative shows that 
Somali farmers are not 
helpless. With minimal 
assistance including 
agricultural inputs, tools, 
technical skills in storage, 
grading and marketing, 
they can make a great 
difference,” said Luca 
Alinovi, FAO’s outgoing 
representative for Somalia.
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TowardsMechanisation 

Much advancement in farming techniques and 
tools has been introduced in Somalia in the last 2 
years in a bid to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness of Somalia’s agriculture. The 
greatest strides have occurred in the last year 
with several types of appropriate agricultural 
technologies successfully tested across Somalia. A 
substantial contribution to Somali agriculture has 
been the escalation from manual to animal-drawn  
implements and engine-powered machinery. 
Although traditional but labor intensive methods 
help farmers produce up to an average of 40 
percent of domestic cereal demand, tractors, jab 
planters, animal drawn seeders and ploughs have 
enabled the Somali farmer to sow and harvest 
large acreages with less manpower. The UN’s Food 
and Agriculture Organization hopes to scale up 
introduction of and training in new farming 
technologies, in a sustainable manner, with a 
long-term goal of boosting production and 
eradicating hunger in the Horn of Africa nation.   
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Orange-fleshed sweet potatoes, which contain high quantities of 
vitamin A precursor, have successfully passed a crucial trial of its 
practical use as fodder and food for humans in southern Somali 
communities of Dollow district.!
In the past 12 months, FAO agronomists have been working with 
Somali farmers to conduct trials for fodder in the hope of solving 
pasture scarcity in communities where livestock is a mainstay.!
 !
FAO staff distributed the five fodder varieties to 50 households in 
Dollow district, southern Somalia. The trials, which were 
conducted on 50 plots, included four strains of orange and white-
fleshed potatoes, and Sudan, Kikuyu and Napier grass varieties.!
 !
Somalia, like many poor countries, has a high prevalence of 
vitamin A deficiency, which can erode the immune system and 
contribute to malnutrition. Pregnant woman and young children 
in low-income countries are often hit the hardest, according 
FAO’s Food security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), 
218,000 children are estimated to be acutely malnourished 
45,000 of them facing a risk of death.  The same data released 
in September estimates over 1 million Somalis are severely food 
insecure. The results of the trial were surprisingly successful, as 
sweet potatoes emerged favourite in providing tuber for human 
consumption and fodder for livestock.!
 !

“Sweet potatoes are very sweet and nutritious to eat,” said Ali 
Bajun while eating a boiled potato for his lunch in the crop field. 
He added, “the animals too love potato leaves as fodder and we 
have already seen good results in the their body condition and 
the amount of milk they provide.”!
 !
In the initial trial stage, FAO has facilitated the 50 participating 
farmers to form a cooperative in order to intensify production and 
engage markets better. FAO is also working with the 
International Potato Center, to rollout large scale introduction of 
orange-fleshed potatoes in Dollow and other districts in Somalia 
in subsequent phases. This initiative will also provide sweet 
potatoes to WFP and UNICEF nutrition projects under the joint 
UN Resilience Programme. !
 !
“It is our hope that by re-introducing orange-fleshed sweet 
potatoes in Somalia, we will not only be combating widespread 
malnutrition, but also providing fodder for livestock which many 
households depend on,” said Jose Lopez, the coordinator of 
FAO’s Agriculture sector in Somalia.!
 !
A strategic communication programme, aiming to persuade 
Somali households to add orange-fleshed sweet potatoes in their 
daily diet, is planned to be launched in January 2015.

Sweet potato 
Micronutrients   Fat Carbohydrates Energy Proteins 

0.14!
Grams 

17.72!
Grams 

  76!
Kilocalories 

1.37!
Grams 

SWEET POTATOES BRING HOPE 
TO SOMALI HOUSEHOLDS !

“…we will not only be combating widespread 
malnutrition, but also providing fodder for livestock, 
on which many households depend”

Source: The International Potato Center 

Be
er

ah
aN

e
w

s
l

e
t

t
e

r


