
June 2014 Dollow, Somalia - Three United 
Nations emergency directors have called for 
more sustained funding for Somalia nearly 
three years after the worst famine hit the 
Horn of Africa nation.!!
The emergency heads include Dominique 
Burgeon of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
David Kaatrud of the UN’s World Food 
Programme (WFP) and Ted Chaiban of the 
UN’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF), whose last 
leg of their Somali tour took them to Dollow 
in southern Somalia and the Horn of Africa.  
FAO, WFP and UNICEF share the same 
goal of strengthening resilience in Somalia 
and reaffirmed their commitment to play a 
key role for mobilizing change through 
resilience enhancement while prioritizing 
the most vulnerable in the region.!!
The three are part of a larger team of 
emergency directors from the various UN 
agencies and international NGOs, led by 

the UN office of 
Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affair 
(OCHA), with an 
objective of reviewing 
the humanitarian 
situation in Somalia and 
Yemen.!!
In Dollow, the directors 
visited a number of 
projects under the joint 
resilience strategy 
involving FAO of the UN, WFP and UNICEF. 
However, this year, the UN is confronted 
with one of the lowest funded Consolidated 
Appeal Processes (CAP) in years, standing 
at 24 percent as of June 2014. While 
visiting one of the UNICEF supported health 
centers, Chaiban warned that funding 
shortage is putting millions of lives at risk.!!
“A big part of resilience building is the 
establishment of community based basic 

services,” said Chaiban who visited a 
UNICEF supported health and feeding 
center in Dollow.!!
“Almost immediately, UNICEF needs USD 8 
million to support 30 NGOs like this one to 
provide services across Somalia as a whole 
and if we stop this funding 3 million Somali 
children and women may no longer have 
proper access to basic health services,” he 
added.!
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Joint UN 
resilience 
programme 
kicks in!
!
Approximately 857,000 Somalis require 
urgent and life-saving assistance and 
more than 2 million are facing food 
insecurity as a result of drought, deficient 
harvests and ongoing conflict in the 
country.!
Preventing a repeat of famine!
In July 2011, the UN declared famine in 
two regions based on analysis by FAO’s 
Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
and FEWS NET. Later that year, the 
declaration was extended to other regions. 
After a substantial increase in emergency 
assistance, a sharp decline in local cereal 
prices, and an excellent long rainy season, 
food security improved.!!
The UN declared the famine’s end in 
February 2012. Currently in the offing, is a 
sweet potato initiative introduced initially 
for fodder but now well adopted by the 
communities for both fodder and sweet 
potatoes for human consumption. 
However, as FAO braces for a broader 
rollout of the Sweet Potato Initiative, 
Burgeon warned that funding shortfalls 
threaten this potential success story.!!
“This creative initiative goes to show that 
working together, we can make a big 

difference. Where FAO supports the 
farmers with potato veins and simple 
technology, WFP will use the produce in 
its school feeding programmes and 
UNICEF will promote the consumption of 
the Vitamin A rich potatoes to reduce 
deficiencies in children and pregnant and 
lactating women. Unfortunately for us to 
sustain this we need sustained funding”, 
said Burgeon.!!
FAO’s programme interventions in 
southern Somalia are geared towards 
protecting people’s livelihood assets, 
recovery from crisis and enhancing 
resilience to shocks. The interventions 
ensure access to agriculture, livestock and 
fisheries inputs, prevention and control of 
livestock diseases and support to 
alternative livelihood strategies.!
WFP’s interventions are targeting about 
165,000 beneficiaries per month, covering 
parts of areas of Gedo, Lower Juba, Bay 
and Bakool regions. The agency’s 
innovative activities are geared towards 
increasing a voucher-based resilience 
safety net.!!
WFP’s Emergency Director, Kaatrud said: 
“This is essentially a pilot, an initial effort, 
which needs to be taken at scale in a 
country like Somalia to break cycles of 
vulnerability and dependence.”!!
Somalia has seen off and on war since the 
collapse of the state in 1991. Since then, 
diseases, recurrent droughts and floods 
have made life difficult for many Somalis, 
reducing their ability to cope.

      ABOUT THE RESILIENCE PROGRAMME!
In April 2012, FAO, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
launched a Joint Resilience Strategy to refocus their 
efforts on improving resilience in Somalia. This 
focus on resilience bridges humanitarian and 
development programming to better address 
overlapping risks and stresses. As part of this 
partnership initiative, each agency is now operating 
a strategic realignment of programmes and activities 
in line with the Resilience Strategy.
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Mogadishu/ Garowe/ Hargeisa: 8 September 2014 - The Go 2 School 
campaign to get one million Somali children and youth into school which 
was launched a year ago today, has led to tens of thousands of children 
getting an education for the first time.!

The three year Go 2 School Campaign, led by the Somali Education 
Authorities, supported by UNICEF and other international partners, was 
launched on 8 September 2013 - World Literacy Day in Mogadishu, 
Garowe (Puntland) and Hargeisa (Somaliland).!!
During the past year, nearly 40,000 children in Central South Somalia, 
where enrolment figures have been lowest, have started formal primary 
education. The campaign also included building and renovating schools, 
training and supporting teachers and building up the capacity of the 
Ministries. In Central South Somalia, the programme was divided into 
three phases with phase one laying much of the required foundations and 

taking place from September 2013 to September 2014. Nearly three 
quarters of the planned school construction for phase one was completed 
and 93 per cent of the teachers recruited and supported.!!
In Puntland and Somaliland, the figures for enrolment increase will be 
published with the Education Management Information System (EMIS) 
data in October 2014, however initial modest estimates put those figures 
at 8,000 in Puntland and 10,000 in Somaliland.!
Children at a school in Mogadishu where thousands of children have 
attended class for the first time following the Go2School campaign 
launched a year ago.!
Much work remains to be done in phase two and three of the programme 
requiring nearly double the efforts in school construction and teachers 
recruitment and support compared to phase one. In particular, additional 
work needs to take place to help marginalized, out of school children 
including pastoralists and the internally displaced get into school and on 
increasing enrolment in Puntland and Somaliland.!!
The Go 2 School Initiative, which will cost $117 million over three years, 
is being supported by UNICEF, WFP and UNESCO along with a number 
of International NGOs. Funds from the European Union, USAID and the 
UK’s Department for International Development DFID have been granted 
to a consortium of NGOs. Japan, the Global Partnership for Education, 
the Danish International Development Agency DANIDA, Educate A Child 
and The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation have made commitments.!

Over 200,000 children in Somalia are 
malnourished, 50,000 of whom are severely 
malnourished and face a higher risk of death.  WFP 
works with Mother and Child Health and Nutrition 
(MCHN) clinics throughout the parts of Somalia it 
has access to in order to address the underlying and 
basic causes of malnutrition such as poor feeding 
practices and access to maternal health care.!!
Puntland: Zamzam Abdi, 26, is a mother of two 
young children. Zamzam’s first baby was often sick 
and used to cry through the night, but after learning 
about better breastfeeding practices, Zamzam has 
changed the way she feeds her second baby, now 
seven months old and in good health.!!
“With this child I can sleep well because he is not 
sick” she said. “I breast-fed him immediately after 
birth and have given him no other foods for six 
months. Even when he is sick I still breastfeed him 
because now I know it is important.”!!
This is a sharp contrast to Zamzam’s first 
experience with motherhood when she fed her baby 
boiled sugar, water, and butter, which would make 
him sick. This was due to misconception and lack of 
awareness that breast milk is a complete meal for 
an infant.!!
 “I often took him to the health center, with 
abdominal cramping, diarrhoea and vomiting. I 
would lose money paying the health center” she 
recalls.!!

Malnutrition rates remain persistently high!
Due to poor feeding practices, lack of the right kinds 
of food and limited use and access to health 
facilities, malnutrition rates remain high in Somalia.  
Over 200,000 children under 5-years of age are 
acutely malnourished, 50,000 of whom are severely 
malnourished and face a higher risk of death. In the 
Bari region, where Zamzam is from, WFP works with 
Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 
clinics, providing nutritious food items to prevent and 
treat acute malnutrition in breastfeeding mothers, 
pregnant women and children under five. Insufficient 
understanding of a baby’s nutritional needs is 
common in many parts of Somalia, according to 
Nicolas Joanic, head of the WFP nutrition 
programme in Somalia.!!
“To increase awareness WFP conducts nutritional 
workshops to over 900 breastfeeding mothers and 

pregnant women in the Bari region, mainly 
highlighting the benefits of exclusively breastfeeding 
young babies, good hygiene at home, and 
immunization against common childhood illnesses 
such as TB, Polio, Measles and Tetanus,” he added.!!
Tackling High Maternal Mortality Rates!
Somalia has one of the highest maternal mortality 
rates in the world; one out of every 12 women dies 
due to pregnancy related causes, according to 
UNICEF. Unless there are complications during the 
pregnancy, most women in Somalia prefer to give 
birth at home, however if complication arises during 
the birthing process poor roads means emergency 
medical assistance is out of reach.!!
“To reduce maternal mortality rates WFP provides a 
one off food ration for the family as an incentive to 
encourage pregnant women to deliver their babies 
at MCHN clinics to ensure healthy deliveries and 
immediate emergency assistance if needed,” said 
Joanic.!!
Zamzam is now an ambassador for better infant and 
child feeding practices in her village. Her husband 
also helps her to ensure that she has the right range 
of food to feed their baby.!!
Her baby is among thousands of young children 
across Puntland whose nutritional status is rapidly 
improving thanks to the Mother and Child Health 
and Nutrition Clinics that are supported by WFP.

UNICEF’s Go 2 School Campaign sees              
thousands in class for the first time

WFP encourages breastfeeding to                                    
help improve nutrition in Somalia   
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Sweet Potato Micronutrients   Fat Carbohydrates Energy Proteins 

0.14!
grams 

17.72!
grams 

  76!
Kilocalories 

1.37!
grams 
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SWEET POTATOES BRING HOPE 
TO SOMALI HOUSEHOLDS !

“…we will not only be combating widespread 
malnutrition, but also providing fodder for livestock, 
on which many households depend”

Source: The International Potato Center 

Orange-fleshed sweet potatoes, which contain high quantities of 
vitamin A precursor, have successfully passed a crucial trial of its 
practical use as fodder and food for humans in southern Somali 
communities of Dollow district.!
In the past 12 months, FAO agronomists have been working with 
Somali farmers to conduct trials for fodder in the hope of solving 
pasture scarcity in communities where livestock is a mainstay.!
 !
FAO staff distributed the five fodder varieties to 50 households in 
Dollow district, southern Somalia. The trials, which were 
conducted on 50 plots, included four strains of orange and white-
fleshed potatoes, and Sudan, Kikuyu and Napier grass varieties.!
 !
Somalia, like many poor countries, has a high prevalence of 
vitamin A deficiency, which can erode the immune system and 
contribute to malnutrition. Pregnant woman and young children in 
low-income countries are often hit the hardest, according FAO’s 
Food security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), 218,000 
children are estimated to be acutely malnourished 45,000 of them 
facing a risk of death.  The same data released in September 
estimates over 1 million Somalis are severely food insecure. The 
results of the trial were surprisingly successful, as sweet potatoes 
emerged favourite in providing tuber for human consumption and 
fodder for livestock.!
 !

“Sweet potatoes are very sweet and nutritious to eat,” said Ali 
Bajun while eating a boiled potato for his lunch in the crop field. 
He added, “the animals too love potato leaves as fodder and we 
have already seen good results in the their body condition and 
the amount of milk they provide.”!
 !
In the initial trial stage, FAO has facilitated the 50 participating 
farmers to form a cooperative in order to intensify production and 
engage markets better. FAO is also working with the International 
Potato Center, to rollout large scale introduction of orange-
fleshed potatoes in Dollow and other districts in Somalia in 
subsequent phases. This initiative will also provide sweet 
potatoes to WFP and UNICEF nutrition projects under the joint 
UN Resilience Programme. !
 !
“It is our hope that by re-introducing orange-fleshed sweet 
potatoes in Somalia, we will not only be combating widespread 
malnutrition, but also providing fodder for livestock which many 
households depend on,” said Jose Lopez, the coordinator of 
FAO’s Agriculture sector in Somalia.!
 !
A strategic communication programme, aiming to persuade 
Somali households to add orange-fleshed sweet potatoes in their 
daily diet, is planned to be launched in January 2015.
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