
Over one million people in Somalia face acute food 
insecurity as food crisis worsens!

A 20 percent increase since January 2014!
September 2, 2014, Nairobi/
Washington – The gradual recovery 
and gains made since the end of the 
famine in 2012 are being lost as poor 
rains, conflict, trade disruptions and 
reduced humanitarian assistance led to 
a worsening of the food security 
situation across Somalia.  Acute 
malnutrition increased in many parts of 
the country, particularly among 
children. The situation is likely to 
continue deteriorating further until the 
start of the Deyr rains in October.!!
The latest findings from a joint 
assessment by the Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit for Somalia 
(FSNAU), a project managed by Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of 
the United Nations, and the Famine 
Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), a project funded by the 

United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and other 
partners indicate that an estimated 
1,025,000 people will be in Crisis and 
Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4. This 
figure represents a 20 percent increase 

since January 2014. Internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) continue to 
constitute a majority (62%) of the 
people in Crisis and Emergency (IPC 
Phases 3 and 4), followed by rural 
(27%) and urban (11%) populations.!!

Recent nutrition survey results 
conducted across the country also 
indicate that an estimated 218,000 
children under the age of five are 
acutely malnourished (nearly one in 
seven children under five) – a seven 
percent increase since January 2014. 
This figure includes 43,800 severely 
malnourished children who face an 
even higher risk of morbidity and death.  
Critical levels of acute malnutrition 
(Global Acute Malnutrition rates 
exceeding 15%) were found in 21 out 
of 50 population groups surveyed. 
Morbidity, poor infant and young child 
feeding practices and inadequate 
humanitarian assistance are among the 
main contributing factors of malnutrition 
in Somalia.!!
As a result of delayed and erratic 
rainfall, the Gu 2014 cereal harvest in 
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The poor rains have also contributed to 
water shortages, poor livestock 
performance and reduced access to milk in 
several pastoral areas, particularly in parts 
of the Northeast and the Gedo region of 
Southern Somalia. !!
Trade disruption and reduced access to 
seasonal agricultural employment have 
also exacerbated the food insecurity 
situation in urban areas that came under 
government control following the military 
offensive against insurgents in March 2014. 
In these areas, access roads remain under 
insurgent control and trade flow is largely 
blocked, resulting in sharp increases in 
staple food prices. Cereal prices have 
quadrupled in Wajid (Bakool) and doubled 
in Hudur town (Bakool), Middle Shabelle 
and Hiraan (Buloburte district) regions 
between January and July/August 2014.!

The populations in Emergency and Crisis 
(IPC Phases 4 and 3) require urgent 
lifesaving humanitarian assistance and 
livelihood support between now and 
December 2014 to help meet immediate 
food needs, including urgent nutrition and 
health support for the acutely 
malnourished, particularly children. 
Additional interventions will be required to 
protect livelihoods and build the resilience 
of communities against future shocks.!!
The food security situation of over 2.1 
million additional people remains fragile 
and is classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 
2). This group of households may struggle 
to meet their minimal food requirements 
through the end of the year, and they 
remain highly vulnerable to shocks that 
could push them back to food security crisis 
if no appropriate support is provided.!!

Areas and Populations of Concern!
Populations experiencing acute food 
security crisis are found in large numbers in 
rural and urban areas and among displaced 
populations of Bari, Nugaal, South Mudug, 
Galgaduud, Hiraan, Middle Shabelle, Lower 
Shabelle, Bakool, Gedo, Middle Juba and 
Banadir regions.  Population groups with 
Global Acute Malnutrition rates exceeding 
15 percent are of major concern and are 
found in urban parts of Bari Region and 
rural parts of Hiraan, Bay, Bakool, Lower 
Shabelle, Gedo, East and West Golis of 
Wooqooy Galbeed, Sanaag and Bari 
regions, and among displaced populations 
in Mogadishu, Kismayo, Dhobley, Dollow, 
and Dhusamareb. There is also a severe 
water shortage for livestock mainly in the 
northeast but also in parts of northwest, 
central and North Gedo regions of Somalia.

FSNAU: 20 years of Bridging 
the Information Gap in Somalia!

Twenty years ago, in response 
to collapse of state intuitions in 
1990 accompanied by a severe 
drought that culminated in the 
devastating famine of 1992/93 
that killed over 200 000 people, 
the United Nations World Food 
Programme in Somalia moved to 
bridge the gap between 
information and decision making 
by forming a unit that came to be 
known as the Food Security 
Analysis Unit (FSAU) financed by 
the European Commission. This 
initiative marked a monumental 
moment and the beginning of a 
noble commitment of providing 
timely relevant and appropriate 
livelihoods-based information and 
analysis to guide humanitarian and developmental interventions 
in Somalia. !!
When then FSAU debuted in1994, it offered stakeholders a 
broad range of early warning lifesaving information and situation 
analysis on food insecurity and malnutrition. Twenty years on, 
the unit is 70-staff strong with presence across Somalia, 
undisputedly, the major  provider of food security and nutrition 
information and analysis used by a wide range of groups 
especially in understanding and responding to Somalia’s 
protracted food security problems. Management of the FSAU 
project switched to FAO in the year 2000, the same year when 

FSAU was also renamed FSNAU, in 
order to reflect its work in the area of 
nutrition.  The FSNAU donor base 
has also expanded and currently 
includes EC/EU, SIDA, OFDA, DFID, 
OCHA/CHF and Finland.!!!
FSNAU and the 2011 Somalia 
famine!
Between late 2010 and early 2012, 
southern and central Somalia 
experienced severe food insecurity 
and malnutrition precipitated by a 
prolonged period of drought resulting 
in the poorest harvests since the 
1992-1993 famine. The effects of the 
drought were compounded by 

various factors including decreased 
humanitarian assistance and increasing food prices. 
Furthermore, this emergency occurred against!
a backdrop of heightened insecurity and persistent high levels of 
acute malnutrition, and affected populations whose resilience 
mechanisms had already been weakened over the past few 
years by a protracted crisis featuring a combination of armed 
conflict, natural disasters and adverse economic conditions. !!
The evolving humanitarian emergency situation was detected in 
a timely way by existing early warning systems run by FSNAU 
and its key technical partner - the USAID-funded Famine Early 
Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET).
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By July 2011, based on criteria established by the multi-
partner Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC, an analysis template used globally for determining 
relative severity of food insecurity), the United Nations 
declared famine in several regions of Somalia. Based on!
further data and information collected on food security 
and nutritional status, disease and mortality, additional 
regions were designated as famine-affected over the 
subsequent two months. Thanks to FSNAU’s capacity to 
gather and analyze information, the world was informed 
of one of the worst famines in the 20th century in time to 
save lives.!!
FSNAU’s future and Somalia!
Today, FSNAU remains a leading provider of analysis 
guiding development planning to address underlying 
causes of food and livelihood insecurity, and malnutrition. 
A team of FSNAU professionals all over Somalia 
continues to collect the information and process it through 
an integrated database and information management 
system. The unit draws on reliable and appropriate 
secondary information at all levels, as well as rigorous 
analysis of the FSNAU field data.!!
“In the short to medium term, FSNAU will continue to 
provide timely and credible information and analysis on 
current and emerging food security and nutrition trends 
across Somalia to better inform programme and policy 
decision-making. Our long term is to support capacity 
development of Somali institutions to take over the 
responsibility,” said Daniel Molla, the Chief Technical 
Advisor for FSNAU.!!
However, FSNAU’s seventh phase (March 2013-February 
2017) is currently facing a funding shortage of 48% 
against a total budget of US$ 26.1 million. This shortfall, if 
not addressed, may hamper realisation of it short and 
long-term objective of keeping all stakeholders well 
informed about the fast-changing food security and 
nutrition situation in Somalia.

Brief FSNAU Historical Timeline: !
1994: the World Food Programme initiated the FSAU with funding from 

USAID/OFDA to undertake food security and information analysis in Somalia. !
Phase One (1995-96): the European Commission (EC) began providing core 

funding to the FSAU which worked in close collaboration with FEWSNET 

(climate and markets), Save the Children UK (household economy analysis) 

and Action Contre la Faim (nutrition surveillance and analysis). !
Phase Two (1997-99): Funding to the FSAU was expanded to include USAID/

OFDA, the Italian Government, WFP and FAO as well as the EC.  Emphasis 

was placed on developing the capacity at field level to collect quality 

data, strengthen food security assessments and improve data 

dissemination. Strong liaison with the Somalia Aid Coordination Body (SACB) 

- now Somali Support Secretariat (SSS) - was also emphasised. The project 

was reviewed by an Oxford Policy Management (OPM) team in late 1998. 

The team noted that programming needs related to acute emergency 

interventions overly influenced the FSAU. !
Phase Three (2000-03): The EC continued core funding to the FSAU and the 

Nutrition Surveillance Project was established with funding from USAID/

OFDA.  FAO now managed both projects with emphasis on the 

understanding of long-term dynamics of food insecurity with a livelihoods 

approach. The Nutrition Surveillance Project became the focal point for the 

collection, analysis and sharing of information on nutrition in Somalia.  The 

staffing of the FSAU was enlarged and technical partnerships expanded.  

Institutional links with FEWSNET were strengthened and offices co-located 

with FSAU in Nairobi. !
Phase Four (2003-06): The EC continued to provide core funding to the 

FSAU, complemented by funding from USAID/OFDA for the Nutrition 

Surveillance Project.  FAO placed more emphasis on the application of 

evidence-based livelihoods analysis systems, making information more 

accessible to a wide range of users, and linking information to action 

through the introduction of the Food Security and Nutrition Analytical 

System (FSAS) and piloting the Food Security Integrated Phase Classification 

(IPC) framework. !
Phase Five (2006-09): The Norwegian Government provided critical bridging 

funds at the start of phase five until the EC core funding was released.  SIDA 

provided supplementary funding for seasonal assessments. USAID/OFDA 

continued funding the Nutrition Surveillance Project which was also 

supported by UNICEF and SIDA for specific research studies.  FSAU 

strengthened the application of an evidence-based livelihoods analysis 

system and through the introduction of the IPC assumed a stronger and 

more credible advocacy role within the international aid community. The 

nutrition situation categorisation table was also developed to enhance 

situation analysis using a holistic approach. !
Phase Six (2009-13): The sixth phase is a multi-donor funded project phase 

with core funding from SIDA, OFDA/USAID and EC. Supplementary funding is 

received from UNICEF, UNHCR and FEWSNET. During this sixth phase of the 

project, FSNAU continues to focus on the four core project results, as well as 

emphasizing a newly and timely introduced project result- (Project Result 5: 

Technical capacity of Somali institutions and partners strengthened in food 

security, livelihoods, and nutrition monitoring, assessment and analysis). !
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Use of modern weather stations located across 
Somalia to monitor rainfall is increasingly 
becoming a robust, significantly useful technique 
to inform decision-making in response to food 
insecurity in Somalia.!!
The rainfall monitoring and research by FAO’s 
Somalia Water and Land Information Management 
(SWALIM) Unit aims to improve understanding 
among academics, practitioners, and 
policymakers about how rainfall variability affects 
food and livelihood security, and how this and 
other factors interact with household decisions 
about mobility among people particularly 
vulnerable to the impacts of erratic rains.!!
While climate change affects nearly all aspects of 
food security – from production and availability, to 
the stability of food supplies, access to food, and 
food utilization – the rainfall research focused on 
linkages between shifting rainfall patterns and 
food production and the stability of food supplies.!!
"This rainfall data seeks to blend the best qualities 
of rainfall station observations, satellite 
temperature data and rainfall's unique spatial 
characteristics in Somalia to create the best 
available rainfall information for climate and 
agricultural monitoring," said Hussein Gadain, 
SWALIM’s Chief Technical Advisor.!!
During Somalia’s two crucial rainy seasons, 
SWALIM issues weekly rainfall updates and 
forecasts forming the basis of most meteorological 

information in Somalia. Due to the increasing 
incidences of flash flooding and drought in the 
country, thought to be one of the consequences of 
climate change, there is growing demand for 
rainfall and evaporation measurements to be 
undertaken.!!
For water resource management, agriculture, and 
irrigation purposes and for overall risk 
management, networks of manual and automatic 
rain gauges are a necessity for water security, 
planning and control measures. Somalia 
agriculture is mostly smallholder and subsistence 
based and is practiced mainly in the South along 
the Juba and Shabelle rivers and in the northern 
basins and natural oases. Somalia is susceptible 
to erratic and irregular rainfall patterns and high 
potential evaporation losses leading to high water 
requirements for crops.!!
Efforts towards relief, reconstruction and 
development need to be underpinned by a 
comprehensive understanding of the dimension 
and management of both ground and surface 
water resources. SWALIM's primary role is to 
provide an information resource for agencies 
active in the water sector in Somalia. The project 
focuses on the areas of water sources (rural and 
urban), water supply, quality and quantity, 
irrigation, river gauging network, climate 
monitoring and flood and drought monitoring and 
early warning.
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