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FAO PARTNERSHIPS WITH NON-STATE ACTORS   

NOVEMBER 2015 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic 
Framework 

Eataly 

1. FAO and Eataly - an Italian food retailer operating in Europe, North America, the Middle East and Asia- are supporting cooperatives in 
Ethiopia for the commercialization of cactus pear marmalade produced in the Tigray Region (Northern Ethiopia). In this framework, a 
selected cooperative run by Ethiopian women, which is already engaged in homemade cactus pear marmalade production, will sell 
their products in Eataly. FAO is providing technical assistance while Eataly is providing access to global markets and in-kind donations.  

SO4 

Rabobank 
Foundation 

2. Smallholders’ access to credit in Africa is being improved through a combination of Rabobank Foundation’s financial knowhow and 
FAO’s technical expertise and local networks in Tanzania, Ethiopia and Kenya. Building on the progress achieved so far, this 
collaboration will be expanded in five African countries on issues related to knowledge sharing, access to finance, seeds and rural 
employment. 

SO4  

National 
Geographic Society 

3. The collaboration with the National Geographic Society is enabling the publishing of an eight-month series entitled “The Future of 
Food”, focused on food security and related themes such as resource sustainability, food waste, land grabbing, drought, soil, and the 
evolution of diets.  The series were launched in time to raise awareness on the International Year of Family Farming and its goal to 
reposition family farming at the centre of social policies in national agendas.  The series are published in National Geographic magazine 
and online on a dedicated dynamic web portal that was launched on 15 April 2014: http://food.nationalgeographic.com. The series was 
subject of a dedicated exhibition displayed at FAO headquarters during World Food Week and ICN2. In addition, National Geographic 
and FAO will also collaborate on other types of events that will highlight the importance of agriculture, food and nutrition security and 
sustainable development and contribute to raise awareness on these multidisciplinary issues.  

Cross-cutting 

Grameen 
Foundation 

4. Grameen Foundation’s expertise in mobile technology complements FAO’s country programmes by strengthening smallholder 
farmers’ access to agricultural information and financial services in selected countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. This partnership in support of rural livelihoods helps the poorest to better manage their crops, livestock and finances, 
through income-generating opportunities in order to break the cycle of poverty.  

SO3  

http://food.nationalgeographic.com/
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PRIVATE SECTOR 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic 
Framework 

Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation 

(BMGF) 

5. In collaboration with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), and through the Agricultural Market Information System 
(AMIS), FAO is implementing projects aimed at enhancing the capacities of national stakeholders in Bangladesh, Nigeria and India, to 
produce updated information and analysis to design and implement efficient and inclusive market and trade strategies, reducing price 
volatility which ultimately prevents food insecurity. This collaboration will be expanded through new areas of focus currently being 
identified.  

SO4 

AGRIDEA 

6. The collaboration with AGRIDEA - acting on behalf of the Global Forum for Rural Advisory Services GFRAS, provides a framework for 
cooperation aimed at strengthening pluralistic, demand-led agricultural and rural advisory capacities at national, regional and 
international level. Main activities include: (i) FAO contribution of good practices to GFRAS platform on “Global Good Practices on RAS”; 
(ii) FAO support to governance of GFRAS as member of steering committee; (iii) FAO contribution to GFRAS Annual Meetings; (iv) joint 
advocacy on rural extension services for family farming within global dialogues; (v) support evidence-based approaches and policies for 
improving the effectiveness of RAS (vi) support to innovations in rural services provision and infrastructure development accessible to 
the rural poor.   

SO2 / SO3 

Fundaçao Banco do 
Brasil 

7. The collaboration with Fundaçao Banco do Brasil promotes the exchange of experiences and knowledge related to the agri-food 
supply in Brazil, and facilitates access to social technologies available in the database of the Foundation, with a focus on food security 
and generation of employment and income, with sustainability as a common denominator. Activities underway include the 
development of a digital publication based on more than 800 successful initiatives in different subject areas that can effectively 
respond to a variety of demands in different countries. Social technology comprises products, techniques or replicable methodologies 
developed in interaction with the community, which present effective solutions for social transformation.  

SO1 

EFE Agency 

8. FAO and EFE Agency are collaborating for the dissemination of information and joint initiatives on issues related to FAO’s mandate, 
including the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals. Activities underway include: (i) exchange of information and 
organization of interviews and reports; (ii) FAO and EFE Agency jointly selected a journalist to be hired by FAO for a period of 11 
months, starting in September 2014. The purpose of this activity is to train journalists in FAO activities and information related to its 
Strategic Objectives, to facilitate the liaison with EFE Agency for the distribution and dissemination of content. 

Cross-cutting 

Messe Düsseldorf 
GmbH 

9. FAO and Messe Düsseldorf GmbH (MDG) - are supporting the FAO-led activities related to the “Global Initiative on Food Loss and 
Waste Reduction” as well as “Studies on priorities for improving food packaging in developing countries”. The SAVE FOOD Meeting 
2015, held on 11 and 12 May in Vevey, Switzerland, was rated as a complete success by the partners, the FAO, UNEP and Messe 
Düsseldorf. The response from international participants from industry, politics and science as well as the representatives of NGOs was 

SO4 



3 

 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic 
Framework 

also one of great satisfaction. The meeting was the first of its kind at the location of a brand manufacturer from the food industry, and 
set the pattern for regular events to be held in the years between interpack trade fair editions.   

Magazine “A 
Lavoura”  

10. FAO and magazine “A Lavoura” - of the National Society of Agriculture of Brazil- are partnering to promote the dissemination of 
information on the efforts of the international community to achieve food security and sustainable development of rural areas. Special 
attention is given to: (i) raising public awareness on FAO’s mandate; (ii) promoting global recognition of required actions to eliminate 
hunger; (iii) the role of media as an active agent in the fight against poverty and malnutrition. Activities underway include the 
publishing of reports, opinion articles, lectures, conferences, round tables, press conferences, professional exchange projects, 
seminars, workshops for journalists among others. 

Cross-cutting 

Kuehne Foundation 

11. The Kuehne Foundation and FAO are partnering for the design and delivery of field training on humanitarian and agro-industrial 
logistics, addressed to FAO field staff and local partners. In South-Sudan, the trainings enabled a more efficient response to Level-3 
emergencies. In Tanzania, the training enhanced the capacities of public and private actors involved in agro-industrial logistics. Other 
joint activities include the elaboration of standard logistics policies, guidelines and operating procedures for Level-3 emergencies. 

SO4 

Real Academia de 
Gastronomía 

12. This Cooperation Agreement provides a framework for collaboration aimed at promoting the study and dissemination of knowledge 
on food products as well as best practices on food, nutrition and gastronomy, with the purpose of achieving sustainable food and 
nutrition security and contributing to the eradication of hunger. 

Cross-cutting 

Spanish Exporters 
and Investors Club 

13. This Cooperation Agreement provides a framework for collaboration on capacity building specifically related to: networks of local 
producers; food price volatility; standard development for the commercialization of agricultural, livestock and forestry products; 
development of best practices especially on the use of new technologies; involvement of the private sector and civil society in the 
development and implementation of related national policies. 

SO4 

International 
Federation of 
Agricultural 

Journalists (IFAJ) 

14. IFAJ and FAO collaborate to enhance agricultural information production and publication; increase knowledge exchange between 
experts and journalists; promote research and publications in areas within their mandate; and advocate for UN International Years 
related to FAO's mandate 
 

Cross-cutting 

AgriCord 

15. The collaboration between FAO and AgriCord provides grants to women in smallholder communities and Indigenous Peoples’ 
producer organizations in Gambia, through the FAO “Forest and Farm Facility”. The grants aim at enhancing the capacities of family 
farmers on food production and food security, to overcome low productivity and improve their income. As a result, rural communities 
and producers are being organized and have the capacity to invest in sustainable farm management, while gaining access to productive 
markets. 

SO3 
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PRIVATE SECTOR 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic 
Framework 

National 
Geographic Society 

16. The collaboration with the National Geographic Society is enabling the publishing of an eight-month series entitled “The Future of 
Food”, focused on food security and related themes such as resource sustainability, food waste, land grabbing, drought, soil, and the 
evolution of diets.  The series were launched in time to raise awareness on the International Year of Family Farming and its goal to 
reposition family farming at the centre of social policies in national agendas.  The series are published in National Geographic magazine 
and online on a dedicated dynamic web portal: http://food.nationalgeographic.com. In addition, National Geographic and FAO also 
collaborate on other types of events that will highlight the importance of agriculture, food and nutrition security and sustainable 
development and contribute to raise awareness on these multidisciplinary issues. 

SO1 

Radio e TV-Portugal 
17. Radio e TV Portugal helps disseminate knowledge and information related FAO’s mandate and the fight against hunger in general, 
while yearly promoting the World Food Day event. 

Cross-cutting 

Auralight 

18. Auralight - a sustainable lighting company - will donate 1% of net revenue from the realization of sustainable lighting projects over a 
period of 18 months. The financial contribution generated through this mechanism will feed into the newly established FAO private 
sector trust fund intended to allow private sector companies to support FAO projects and programmes financially. Other areas of 
engagement include knowledge sharing on issues related to environmental sustainability and pro-bono sustainable lighting 
assessments in various regions. 

SO4 

World Union of 
Wholesale Markets 

(WUWM) 

19. FAO and WUWM are partnering for the promotion of market development and the improved management of markets as well as in 
the area of food losses and waste. Main activities include: (i) knowledge dissemination on the use of food 
wasted in wholesale and retail markets for FAO and its local partners; (ii) joint elaboration of fact sheets and policy briefs related to the 
design, operation and management of wholesale and retail markets with specific attention to developing countries.  

SO4 

Autogrill 

20. The Autogrill-FAO partnership is helping family farmers to access global markets, significantly increasing their income. FAO is 
providing technical assistance while Autogrill is enabling the introduction of products of small-scale farmers in motorway and airport 
restaurants in developing countries. Other activities include awareness-raising on the Save Food Initiative and resource mobilization 
through cause-related marketing activities. 

SO4 

IKEA 

21. FAO and Ikea are jointly elaborating a diagnostic study for advancing forest certification and sustainable forest management in 
Northern Vietnam. The study will feed into the preparation of forest management plans and define the institutional and technical 
support required to reach forest certification goals in targeted locations. This work constitutes the pilot phase of the collaboration, 
which has the potential to grow into a significant joint effort in Vietnam, and eventually in the region. 

SO2 / SO4 
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PRIVATE SECTOR 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic 
Framework 

Mastercard 

22. FAO and Mastercard are partnering to develop inclusive payment systems to support small-scale farmers and poor families. 
Through a cash and voucher programme, credit and money is provided to households in Kenya for purchasing of basic goods and 
farming inputs on local markets, supporting local economies and putting financial tools in the hands of economically marginalized 
communities. 

SO4 / SO5 

Most recent partnership agreements that have been formalised are with the European Agricultural Machinery Industry Association-CEMA, Boulder Institute of Microfinance, La 
Stampa, Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation (APFNet), Mars and the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objectives and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic Framework 

The International 
Federation of 
Red Cross and 
Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) 

1. FAO is collaborating with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to help improve food 
security through enhanced coordination at country level. In several countries, staff of the FAO Save Food Initiative has created 
connections between national Red Cross/Red Crescent societies and local Food Banks or other organizations working on the 
topic of food waste and loss. Other common activities include strengthened advocacy for resilience, not only in times of 
emergency response but also for implementing prevention and impact mitigation measures which address root causes of risks 
and disasters for the most vulnerable communities. Furthermore, about 3,000 IFRC volunteers have been trained through the 
dissemination of 6 FAO e-learning courses through IFRC networks, improving skills of staff and volunteers world-wide.  

SO4 / SO5 
 

World Vision 
International 

(WVI) 

2. The collaboration with World Vision International (WVI) has been expanded in 2015, providing a framework to promote and 
strengthen resilience, particularly in connection to livelihoods and disaster risk reduction, combining short-term impact and 
systemic change for long-term sustainability. Through increased country level cooperation for distribution of emergency inputs, 
projects are implemented jointly in 8 countries. In Somalia and Zimbabwe WVI is a key partner in the implementation of large 
resilience-related programmes.  

SO5  

Slow Food 

3. FAO is partnering with Slow Food to develop, promote and strengthen joint actions to improve the livelihood of populations 
living in rural areas, in particular smallholder farmers, forest dwellers and fishers, ensuring more inclusive food and agriculture 
systems at local, national and international levels. In 2015, the collaboration has been strengthened through the development of 
joint awareness raising, knowledge sharing and capacity building activities on topics related to the promotion of traditional and 
origin-linked products and green value chains as a way of increasing family farmers’ access to profitable markets.  

SO4 

International 
Planning 

Committee for 
Food Sovereignty 

(IPC) 

4. In collaboration with FIAN International and the International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC), a modular 
framework has been developed to increase understanding of VGGT among CSOs and grassroots organizations, taking into 
account existing methodologies used by CSOs such as the Peoples’ Manual for VGGT described above. This framework has been 
tested in seven countries, namely Guatemala, Malawi, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Senegal and South Africa. In each country, 
between 60 and 100 people have been trained to be trainers, and up to 2,500 people per country have been sensitized on the 
Voluntary Guidelines through meetings, radio programmes, videos and newsletters.  

SO2 
 

World 
Association of 

Community 
Radio 

Broadcasters 
(AMARC) 

5. FAO and AMARC (the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters) are partnering to advocate for community media 
as a driver for social change and development in rural areas, especially among family farmers. Main activities include: (a) joint 
organization of the Forum on Communication and Community Media for Sustainable Rural Development at AMARC’s 11th Global 
Assembly in Ghana (August 2015); (b) capacity building and training on community media and family farming, including a 
national workshop in Tunis (March 2015) and a regional workshop in Latin America and the Caribbean (April 2015).  

SO1 / SO3 
FO 8 
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CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objectives and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic Framework 

La Via Campesina 
(LVC) 

6. In the framework of the cooperation with La Via Campesina, the following activities are being jointly implemented: (i) two 
workshops to raise awareness and build capacities on VGGT  organized with LVC among CSOs from Europe and Central Asia; (ii) 
document and disseminate knowledge, experiences and best practices on agroecology from LVC’s agroecology schools for 
farmers; (iii) increase visibility of farmers’ knowledge related to sustainable agricultural production; (iv) collection of best 
practices on seed conservation to strengthen resilience; (v) advocacy and communication for social change with a special focus 
on rural youth, as a follow up to the International Year of Family Farming 2014.   

SO1/SO2/SO3 

World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) 

7. FAO is partnering with the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea (GFCM) to support the implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the Mediterranean Region, including through the 
organization of the Regional Conference on “Building a future for sustainable small-scale fisheries in the Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea”, to be held on 7-10 March 2016 in Algeria. The Conference will focus on the main socio-economic and environmental 
challenges for the development of sustainable small-scale fisheries in the Mediterranean and Black Sea region.. 

SO1 

Welthungerhilfe 
e V. 

8. Welthungerhilfe e.V. (WHH) is an important partner for FAO in the field, aiming at increasing the resilience of livelihoods to 
threats and crisis. Joint projects are being implemented as follows: (i) distribution of food, seeds and other inputs among 12.000 
vulnerable households (Sudan, South Sudan and Syria); (ii) improvement of food security and nutrition through soil conservation, 
reforestation of 250 ha and promotion of agro-forestry practices among 5 cooperatives (Haiti); increase of staple food 
production and all year access to food among 14.000 households and rehabilitation of market infrastructure and rural roads 
(Madagascar); provision of rural extension services and trainings to 50.000 households, improving farm management under 
climate change conditions (Zimbabwe). 

SO2 / SO5 

ActionAid (AA) 

9. FAO and ActionAid are collaborating to improve the livelihoods of rural communities and promote the right to food 
worldwide. The main goal is to boost small-scale producers' and family farmers' access to and control over productive resources. 
Particular attention is given to women and disadvantaged groups, and to increasing farmers' awareness and adoption of 
ecologically sustainable and climate-resistant agricultural practices. One specific focus area will be building awareness of and 
adherence to the VGGT, aiming at safeguarding the rights of people to own or access land, forests and fisheries. 
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/327387/icode/  

Cross-cutting 

Caritas 
Internationalis 

(CI) 

10. FAO and Caritas Internationalis are joining forces to advocate for the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger worldwide. 
Main areas of work include the implementation of capacity building activities for Caritas staff and national branches, 
contributing to increase the dissemination and technical knowledge on the Right to Food Guidelines at country level and joint 
advocacy for hunger eradication through Caritas global campaign “One Human Family, Food for All”.  
http://www.fao.org/partnerships/container/news-article/fr/c/288358/  

SO1 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/327387/icode/
http://www.fao.org/partnerships/container/news-article/fr/c/288358/
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CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objectives and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic Framework 

WeEffect 

11. FAO and We Effect are partnering to strengthen rural organizations and institutions and facilitate the empowerment of the 
rural poor by supporting public institutions in the targeted countries in the formulation and implementation of adequate 
policies. This will allow small-scale forest and farmer producers’ organizations to access land and markets and improve the 
livelihoods of their members. The collaboration involves eight countries for a period of three years: Bolivia, Guatemala, Kenya, 

Malawi, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Vietnam and Zambia. http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/326664/icode/  

SO2 / SO3 

Union Nationale 
des Femmes du 
Maroc (UNFM) 

12. This Agreement provides a framework for cooperation aimed at promoting the role of rural women and their effective 
participation in the development process of Morocco. The areas of cooperation envisaged include: strengthening the capacities 
of rural women; integrating rural women in the development process; encouraging membership of rural women in formal 
organizations and encouraging them to gather around cooperatives and professional organizations; educating rural women to 
access to capital to enable them to participate in their economic empowerment; sharing of best practices related to all areas 
involving rural women; and promoting fair practices in commerce equitable for rural women organized into cooperatives. 

Cross-cutting 

Plan 
International 

13. This MoU provides a framework for collaboration aimed at developing, promoting and strengthening joint actions and 
projects for the furtherance and promotion of food security environments in households and communities around the world that 
are characterized by poverty and vulnerability. The areas of mutual interest include: collaborating, within the framework of 
FAO's new strategic plan, and in particular Strategic Objective 5: "Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises"; 
combating malnutrition mainly in women and children through agriculture-based approaches; collaborating on increasing the 
efficiency of agricultural and livestock production systems for small holder farmers; and exploring opportunities to support youth 
involvement in agricultural value chains. 

SO5 

Food Banking 
Regional 

Network (Near 
East) 

14. FAO and the Food Banking Regional Network join efforts on regional and national advocacy and communication activities for 
food losses & waste reduction in the Near East and North Africa Region. This is done by raising awareness among different 
stakeholders and policy makers on issues related to food waste and consumer/retailers habits, through the network’s extensive 
umbrella. 

SO4 / RI Building 
resilience for 

enhanced food 
security and nutrition 

Oxfam 
International 

15. FAO and Oxfam International are partnering to build on the two organizations’ comparative advantages and strengthen civil 
society engagement in the implementation of the VGGTs at national level.  In particular, the collaboration focuses on the 
following areas: (i) raising awareness on the VGGTs among civil society actors; (ii) dissemination of information on VGGTs, 
including learning materials and tools in order to strengthen local CSO networks; (iii) capacity development activities to 
strengthen CSO capacities in using the VGGTs and participate in multi-stakeholder platforms on tenure governance. Activities are 
being implemented at national level in four selected countries in which both partners are active: Malawi, Niger, Nepal and 
Uganda. 

SO1 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/326664/icode/
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 ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution 
to Strategic 
Framework 

University of Milan 

1. University of Milan, Italy – the partnership promotes capacity building and training on sustainable management of Mountain Areas, 
among the Mountain Partnership member countries and organizations. This is done through the coordination of educational and 
capacity building activities related to mountain development issues by jointly organizing courses within the International Programme 
on Research and Training on Sustainable Management of Mountain Areas (IPROMO) - at a graduate and postgraduate level. 

Cross-cutting 

M.V. Lomonosov 
Moscow State 

University 

2. FAO and the Eurasian Center for Food Security (ECSF) of Moscow State University are partnering to contribute to the development 
of the Global Soil Partnership commemorating 2015 as the International Year of Soils. Under the partnership agreement, ECSF acts as 
Secretariat for the Eurasian sub-region and provides support to the Global Soil Partnership. It will also develop and oversee the 
implementation of a subregional action plan on the adoption of statistical tools, methods for market and trade information.  

SO2 

 University of 
Tsukuba 

3. University of Tsukuba, Japan – the partnership supports promotion of knowledge sharing, contributing to human resource capacity 
building towards sustainable development through joint effort and collaboration. Main areas of cooperation include capacity building 
and training for university students including the organization of internships, lectures and other relevant programmes and events and 
curriculum development. 

SO1 

Universidade 
Aberta of Portugal 

4. Universidade Aberta of Portugal and FAO have joined in partnership to undertake activities directly contributing to the support of 
Community of Portuguese Language Speaking Countries, particularly through South-South collaborations and the Central Latin 
America without Hunger initiative. Joint activities are undertaken to promote capacity development to advance knowledge on 
production and to improve agriculture. 

SO1 / SO2 

Michigan State 
University 

5. Michigan State University, USA and FAO jointly convened the first Global Conference on Inland Fisheries in January 2015 to 
facilitate policy and decision-making for promoting responsible inland capture fisheries at the global level. 

SO1 / SO2 / 
SO3 

Università degli 
Studi Roma Tre 

6. Università degli Studi Roma Tre, Italy – and FAO have joined in partnership for the undertaking of joint studies and research in 
support of food security, joint bilateral knowledge-sharing activities on the Dolow District in South Central Somalia; joint publications, 
research and analysis on themes of matching models, process evaluation application, multidimensional item response theory. 

SO1 / SO3 
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 ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution 
to Strategic 
Framework 

Galilee 
International 
Management 

Institute 

7. In collaboration with Galilee International Management Institute, a regional workshop on integrated pest management (IPM) was 
organized in Israel with the participation of 12 REU countries. This has allowed for the capacities of senior plan protection experts, 
researchers and extension specialists to significantly improve in the development, testing, adaptation, validation and promotion of 
IPM into farmers’ fields. This training was also a useful opportunity to jointly develop the outlines of the national strategies on 
promotion of IPM in REU countries. 

SO4 

Texas A&M 
University System 

8. The partnership with Texas A&M University System, USA strengthens agricultural production innovations in order to improve food 
security. Joint activities contribute to sound quantitative data generation on quality and safety of feed resources, enabling their 
efficient and safe utilization, strengthening sustainable use of locally available feed resources, leading to sustainable development of 
the livestock sector. This collaboration also contributes to SO 4 by enhancing safety of feed and animal products, making food value 
chains more efficient and sustainable. 

SO2 / SO4 

University of 
Buenos Aires 

9. University of Buenos Aires, Argentina – collaborate on knowledge sharing activities on themes of food security, livestock and 
environment, socioeconomics and agriculture investments through South-South cooperation at the regional level. SO1 / SO4 

International 
Institute of Social 

Studies - ISS 

10. FAO and the International Institute of Social Studies, an international graduate school of social sciences of Erasmus University, are 
carrying out regional and national case studies (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and Guatemala) aiming at identifying challenges 
and opportunities for the implementation of VGGT in communities that seek to promote better distribution and access to land, 
fisheries and forests, and/or seek protection or restitution of tenure rights. These studies increase the possibilities for improved 
collaboration to defend the rights of the most vulnerable and marginalized populations. 

SO1 

Asia Institute of 
Technology  

11. Asia Institute of Technology, Thailand - partners with FAO for the implementation of joint programs on Sustainable Intensification 
of Rice Production, the implementation of a project on System of Rice Intensification, building on collaborations on “Save Food 
Campaign’ and support the design of curriculum for aquaculture and forestry. Other areas of collaboration include natural resource 
management, technology-enabled food supply chains, disaster risk reduction, sustainable water management, and conservation 
agriculture.  

SO2 / SO4 

Wageningen UR 
12. FAO and Wageningen UR, Netherlands are partnering for the promotion of joint research and projects in support of Climate Smart 
Agriculture; joint case studies on cooperatives and cooperatives management; research food loss and waste program, promotion of 
the SAVE Food Initiative; and joint projects related to agroecology. 

SO2 
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 ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution 
to Strategic 
Framework 

Institute LaSalle 
Beauvais 

13. Institute LaSalle Beauvais, France – the partnership builds capacity development through FAO technical support to LaSalle’s 
Masters Course in Food Security; exchange of fellows, interns; and joint participation in related research projects. SO1 / SO2 

Mississippi State 
University 

14. Mississippi State University, USA - contributes with expertise and resources for sustainable aquaculture development, supporting 
FAO’s Emergency Preparedness and Response programme to improve capacities in developing countries in fish health and 
aquaculture.  

SO2 

Meiji University  
15.Meiji University, Japan – the partnership promotes knowledge sharing in the field of FAO’s strategic objectives, and contribute to 
human resource capacity building towards sustainable development through joint advocacy and collaboration through a UN Model 
program and internship exchanges. 

SO1 

Unión de 
Universidades de 

América Latina y el 
Caribe (UDUAL) 

16. FAO partners with the Association of Universities of Latin America and the Caribbean (UDUAL) –a network of 226 universities - 
and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) for the joint development of a Master’s Degree in Food 
Security, based on FAO’s e-learning courses available through the FAO e-learning Center. Thanks to the partnership with UDUAL, 
knowledge and education are made accessible to thousands of professionals working in food security and nutrition in Latin America 
and the Caribbean to design, implement and evaluate agriculture and food security policies and programmes more efficiently. The 
Master’s Degree is being delivered by the Open and Distance University of Mexico (UnADM), since May 2015. 

SO1 

College of 
Agriculture and 

Natural Resources 
of the University of 

Tehran (UTCAN) 

17.UTCAN, Iran – the partnership strengthens the human resource development and research capacities in Iran through promotion of 
synergies and elaboration of collaborative programmes and facilitating visiting scientists and internships. 

SO2 

 

International Center 
for Biosaline 

Agriculture (ICBA) 

18. ICBA, United Arab Emirates - is collaborating with FAO to promote and disseminate adapted technologies for sustainable 
agriculture production through activities to combat desertification, developing water efficiency models, among others; The partners 
will jointly develop and conduct an expert consultation in the Middle East and North Africa highlighting successful regional 
approaches in the use of drought and salt tolerant fodder crops as livestock feeds. 

SO1 / SO2 
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 ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution 
to Strategic 
Framework 

Japan International 
Centre for 

Agricultural 
Sciences - JIRCAS 

19. The partnership with JIRCAS, Japan, has facilitated joint activities to promote knowledge exchange and policy dialogue to support   
research and advocacy in areas of food security, food loss/waste, sustainable agricultural mechanization, and Climate Smart 
Agriculture. 

SO2 / SO4 

International Center 
for Agricultural 

Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) 

20. ICARDA, Lebanon - partners to support sustainable agricultural development, sustainable management of water and land 
resources, and improvement of food security and rural livelihoods in the Near East and North Africa Region through exchange of 
visits, consultations, and joint studies on sustainable intensification and diversification of agriculture, production systems for high-
potential dry lands; risk minimization and vulnerability reduction for low-potential and marginal dry lands; Salinity Management; 
improvement of agriculture water use efficiency and crop water productivity and integrated land/crop/livestock/water management 
and development of efficient and evidence-based food security information and knowledge exchange for effective decision support 
systems. 

Cross-cutting 

CATIE -Centro 
Agronómico 
Tropical de 

Investigación y 
Educación 

21. CATIE – a regional university for research and education based in Costa Rica and FAO are jointly carrying out capacity 
development activities throughout the region, in areas related to natural resource conflict management, forest financing strategies, 
and forest biomass assessment. In Central America, the collaboration focuses on forest/agro-forestry and natural resource-related 
projects, strengthening local capacities and conducting joint research and studies. FAO and CATIE have also produced joint 
publications such as books and guides on community-based approaches. 

SO2 

Agreenium 

22. Agreenium - a consortium of six French research and higher education institutions in agriculture, food, animal health and 
environment is partnering with FAO to cooperate in key research areas and coordinate action within the global framework of FAO’s 
revised Strategic Framework. The collaboration foresees promotion of consultation, platforms and exchange of experts and 
researchers, as well as exchange of visiting scientists and students  

SO2 
 

CIRAD 

23. CIRAD - a French platform for international development, is partnering with FAO to cooperate in key research areas and 
coordinate action within the global framework of FAO’s revised Strategic Framework. The collaboration also foresees promotion of 
consultation, platforms and exchange of experts and researchers. Exchange of visiting scientists, students from CIRAD are continuing 
and two of CIRAD’s animal health diagnostics laboratories are to be recognized as Reference Centres.    

SO2 

Agrinatura 24. FAO and Agrinatura – a consortium of 31 European Universities and Research Centers – are partnering to strengthen capacities to SO2 
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 ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution 
to Strategic 
Framework 

accelerate agricultural innovation processes and partnerships between Universities and Research Centers throughout Europe and 
developing countries. A joint project amounting EUR 12,000,000 for ”Strengthening Agricultural Innovation for Smallholders in 
Developing Countries” is being implemented in eight countries in Asia (Bangladesh, Laos), Africa (Angola, Ethiopia, Niger, Rwanda) 
and Latin America (Guatemala and Honduras), with funding from the European Commission.  

 

ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Most recent partnership agreements that have been formalised are with Kazan State Agrarian University, Italian Research Institutions: Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche 
(CNR); Consiglio per la ricerca in agricoltura e l’analisi dell’economia agraria (CRA); Agenzia Nazionale per le nuove tecnologie, l’energia e lo sviluppo economica sostenibile 

(ENEA). 
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COOPERA COOPERATIVES AND PRODUCER ORGANIZATIONS  

Partner Objective and Activities 
Contribution to 

Strategic Framework 

International  
Co-operative Alliance 

(ICA) 

1. As an active member of the Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of Cooperatives (COPAC), FAO collaborates 
with the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) and other COPAC members (WFO, ILO and UN-DESA) to promote 
international visibility on the critical role of cooperatives in achieving food security. Examples include the International Day of 
Cooperatives that is celebrated annually, and participation in and organization of events in international fora such as the CFS 
42, Expo Milan 2015 and international research conferences. Furthermore, FAO and ICA are partnering to facilitate VGGT 
implementation, as in the joint organization of an awareness-raising and capacity development event to assess the needs of 
agricultural cooperatives on the VGGT and to strengthen their capacity to implement the Guidelines, during the ICA Global 
Conference and General Assembly of Members in November 2015, Turkey. The event was an important occasion to 
strengthen dialogue between policy makers and agricultural cooperatives about VGGT implementation.  

Cross-cutting 

Union des 
Producteurs Agricoles 

du Québec – 
Développement 

International (UPA-DI) 

2. FAO and the Union des Producteurs Agricoles du Québec –Développement International (UPA-DI) are joining 
forces through participatory, innovative and proven approaches to strengthen producer organizations. Thirty-eight producers’ 
representatives from four countries (Algeria, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia) and three value chains (small ruminants, 
small-scale fisheries and apiculture) were trained on cooperatives performance, equity, governance and management. The 
training module was co-published with UPA-DI and will be adapted for different contexts. 

SO3 

Centre International 
des Hautes Études 

Agronomiques pour la 
Méditerranée - 

CIHEAM 

3. The new MoU builds on longstanding collaboration between FAO and CIHEAM, with main objectives to: enhance the voice, 
representation and participation of key CIHEAM and FAO stakeholders in relevant policy-making fora related to food security 
and nutrition in the Mediterranean region; supporting field programme implementation; and generating and sharing 
knowledge in fields of common interest related to food and nutrition security, rural and agricultural development and 
sustainable management of natural resources. FAO and CIHEAM are also jointly developing the 2016 Edition of Mediterra, 
CIHEAM’s flagship publication, focused on the growing attention given to waste of natural resources, food and knowledge 
and ways to combat scarcities. 

 
RI-Water Scarcity 

Initiative in the Near 
East and North Africa 

(SO2) 

RI-Small-scale 
agriculture and 

fisheries for inclusive 
development in the 
Near East and North 

Africa (SO3) 
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RI-Building resilience 
for food security and 
nutrition in the Near 
East and North Africa 

(SO5) 

Technical Centre for 
Agricultural and Rural 

Cooperation - CTA 

4. FAO and CTA have been collaborating in the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries for a number of years, sharing 
the same aim of enhancing food and nutrition security in these countries through the development of targeted actions 
related to sustainable agriculture and rural development, forestry and fisheries. 
The main objectives of the renewed partnership with CTA include: generating and sharing knowledge through documentation 
of best practices; supporting and strengthening the capacities of practitioners in agriculture and related sectors; organizing 
and participating in regional and global policy consultation processes and awareness- raising events for food and nutrition 
security and sustainable agricultural development. 

Cross-cutting 

Asian Farmers 
Association for 

Sustainable Rural 
Development - AFA 

5. FAO and AFA have a longstanding collaboration, both at regional and country level, for the improvement of rural farming 
communities in the in Asia and the Pacific region. The main areas of strengthened collaboration are: 
a) Strengthening farmers’ organizations capacities by engaging in joint capacity development activities covering inter alia 

participatory approaches, gender equality and good governance in farmers’ organizations; 
b) Awareness-raising and capacity development of small-scale farmers’ organizations in Asia on the Voluntary Guidelines on 

the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (VGGT);  
c) Identification of ways to enhance the voice, representation and participation of farmers’ organizations as key 

stakeholders in policy dialogue and policy consultation processes, including in FAO governing bodies, technical 
committees and the FAO Regional Conference in Asia and the Pacific; 

d) Organization of advocacy and promotion of knowledge sharing on the key policy issues relevant to the Strategic 
Objectives of each organization. 

Cross-cutting 

The Arab Peasants & 
Agricultural 

Cooperative Union - 
APACU 

6. Given the nature of the Regional Initiative on Small Scale Agriculture and the need for a regional partner to provide support 
in working with cooperatives in the NENA region, FAO and APACU are partnering to contribute to the implementation of the 
following services: (i) capacity development initiatives at country, regional and global levels; (ii) knowledge generation and 
sharing; (iii) collaboration, when appropriate, in organizing events and consultations on areas of mutual interest. 

RI-Small-scale 
agriculture and 

fisheries for inclusive 
development in the 
Near East and North 

Africa (SO3) 

 

 


