
FAO AND 
PEACEBUILDING: 
Supporting peace 
through food security 
and resilience

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) has collaborated with the United Nations Peacebuilding 
Fund (PBF) since 2009 to support activities and programmes that 
contribute to building lasting peace in countries emerging from 
conflict. To date, FAO has received US$11.6 million in support 
from the PBF through 12 emergency projects, with more than 
80 percent of them taking place in Africa. Beneficiary countries 
include Burundi, Central African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire,  
Guinea-Bissau, Kyrgyzstan, South Sudan, Uganda and Yemen.

FAO’s principal activities in these projects have centred on 
training, education, capacity building, rehabilitation of 
infrastructure, distribution of seeds, agricultural kits and 
livestock. Given that FAO and the PBF share many common 
concerns, there is substantial opportunity for expanding this 
collaboration, particularly in the areas of food security, livelihood 
support, Ebola response and resilience. These linkages are best 
constructed at country level, between the FAO Representatives 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) staff 
responsible for the PBF programme.



F A O ’ S  W O R K  I N  P E A C E B U I L D I N G

A stable, peaceful environment is the foundation for lasting food 
security and sustainable livelihoods; therefore peacebuilding is 
essential to the mission of FAO. The Organization has worked 
extensively to mainstream peacebuilding strategies into its 
programmes, particularly in the areas of food security, resilience 
and emergency response.

FOOD SECURITY AND CONFLICT 
PREVENTION
Food insecurity is deepest in conflict-affected countries, where 
it can be both a cause and a consequence of violence. The 
proportion of undernourished people in protracted crisis situations 
is about three times as high as in other developing contexts – 
and the longer the crisis, the worse the food security outcomes. 
Improving food security can make an important contribution 
to peacebuilding processes, reducing the risk of a relapse into 
conflict. Conflicts mainly affect rural populations, heavily impacting 
food and agricultural production and smallholder livelihoods. 
The rehabilitation of agriculture, therefore, has a central role to 
play in building and consolidating peace while contributing to 
food security and rural development. A core objective of FAO’s 

assistance in post-conflict countries is to support recovery and 
revitalization of the agriculture sector, increasing food production 
as well as income-generating opportunities for rural communities, 
including ex-combatants, women and young people. A dual 
focus on building national capacities and resilient livelihoods is an 
integral part of FAO’s agricultural and food security interventions, 
particularly in fragile countries. By increasing stability and social 
cohesion, this approach helps post-conflict countries progress from 
recovery towards sustainable peace and development.

RESILIENCE AND PEACEBUILDING
Resilience as a key building block for any sustained response 
to food insecurity in protracted crises. Helping disaster-prone 
populations adapt quickly to complex interactions between 
natural, economic, social and political factors is crucial to achieving 
long-term food and livelihood security. In order to increase 
resilience impact in countries, FAO is further intensifying its work 
on: i) natural hazards, ii) food chain crisis, and iii) protracted crisis 
with a focus on Africa and Near East regional initiatives. 

FAO’s work on natural hazards will mainstream disaster risk 
reduction for resilience into agriculture by strengthening 
capacities of national governments and civil society to design and 
implement policies, institutional mechanisms and programmes 
delivering disaster risk reduction in the agricultural sectors.  
The food chain crisis results will be delivered mainly through 
FAO’s Emergency Prevention and Early Warning System (EMPRES) 
by improving access to information on known and emerging food 
chain threats to enable countries to prevent and mitigate risks. In 
protracted crises countries, priority is given to implementing the 
UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS) Agenda for Action 
for addressing food insecurity in protracted crises. Top objectives 
include i) strengthening capacities in the use of relevant policy; 
ii) building better understanding of linkages between food 
security, nutrition, agriculture-based livelihoods in protracted 
crises; and iii) strengthening capacities to design, analyse and 
implement policies and actions. FAO’s Year-to-Preparedness 
initiative will provide technical assistance for readiness measures 
and assist countries in identifying vulnerabilities and needs of 
at-risk populations

EBOLA RESPONSE
The Ebola virus disease outbreak in Liberia, Guinea and 
Sierra Leone has significantly challenged peacebuilding and 
stabilization processes related to public services and social 
cohesion. Since the beginning of the UN integrated response, 
FAO has put in place surge capacity in country offices and at 
regional level in Dakar. FAO is supporting social mobilization 
efforts and quick Ebola assessment missions in the most 
affected areas and communities in the three countries. 

In collaboration with partners, FAO and WFP recently released 
the comprehensive food security and agriculture assessment 
mission reports for the three countries, confirming the need for 
immediate recovery interventions to avoid further deterioration 
in the food security and nutrition situation of these populations. 
Efforts to plan longer term recovery are just beginning 
this month. FAO is working to ensure that aspects such as 
agricultural trade, market mechanisms, land preparation, and 
crop management are well reflected.



BURUNDI:  FAO is supporting government efforts 
to rehabilitate marshlands and irrigation channels, as well 
as farmland roads for better access. By promoting efficient 
management of land and water resources, especially in densely 
populated areas, FAO is contributing to UN efforts towards 
stabilization and reconciliation through capacity development 
and income generation projects with local communities.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: With 
the outbreak of violence and instability in December 2013, 
FAO and the UN-System declared a Level 3 emergency and 
surged additional staff and resources to fill the gap. FAO has 
been working intensively to scale up emergency response in the 
country through livelihood and food security support and  
co-leading the Food Security Cluster with WFP.

GUINEA: FAO’s irrigation and land development project 
in Tougue and Dabola, two of the country’s poorest districts, 
is not only reaching its overall goals of reducing poverty and 
improving food security, but also building community social 
cohesion and creating new opportunities for income generation. 
In response to the Ebola crisis, 90 FAO-trained rural development 
agents helped define prevention messages and implement social 
mobilization activities to sensitize farmers and hunters to Ebola 
prevention techniques.

GUINEA-BISSAU: FAO is strengthening the 
country’s capacity to cope with market-based and climate-related 
vulnerabilities by supporting smallholders, communities and 
vulnerable groups such as women, in school gardening, family 
farming, diversifying agricultural production and improving 
access to markets.

LIBERIA:  In 2010-2011, post-election violence in 
neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire caused a large-scale refugee crisis 
in which more than 120,000 Ivorians sought refuge in Liberia, 
depleting food reserves of local host residents and exacerbating 
the food insecurity situation. Together with partners, FAO 
responded rapidly with essential farming inputs as well as 
training, both for refugees and host communities. In addition 
to averting a food crisis, the intervention contributed to more 
resilient and market-oriented livelihoods in the areas affected. 

SIERRA LEONE: The country’s decade-long civil 
war not only destroyed agricultural infrastructure but also led 
to a significant loss of germplasm, which required large-scale 
investments and rehabilitation. The Government, in collaboration 
with FAO, was finally able to mobilize resources in 2010 for the 
Seed Enterprise Enhancement and Development project (SEED), 
which aimed at strengthening the capacity of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security to produce and multiply 
quality seeds and to build the policy and legal framework 
required for a sustainable commercial seed sector.



“Peace and food security are inextricably 
linked—we cannot achieve one without 
the other. By integrating food security and 
peacebuilding initiatives, we can work 
together to ensure that hunger is neither a 
cause nor a result of conflict.”

José Graziano da Silva - FAO Director-General

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
Tel:(+39) 06 57051
e-mail: FAO-HQ@fao.org
Fax:(+39) 06 570 53152
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