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Fisheries, held in Rome from 9 to 13 June 2014.
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ABSTRACT

The Thirty-first Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to
13 June 2014. The Committee reviewed issues of an international character, as well as the FAO
programme in fisheries and aquaculture and its implementation. It expressed its praise and support
for the publication The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2014, and emphasized the need for
further measures to rebuild fish stocks. While commending the new web-based questionnaire on the
implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code), COFI called upon
FAO to further develop and review the questionnaire. While noting the progress made by the
Members in implementing the Code and related instruments, COFI underscored the need to continue
supporting developing countries. It acknowledged efforts being made by Members in combating
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and emphasized the importance of the coming into
force of the 2009 Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate [UU Fishing as
soon as possible. The Committee requested FAO to expand its efforts to implement effectively the
International Guidelines on Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards. It endorsed the
Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance, and reiterated its support for the continued
development of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply
Vessels (Global Record). The Committee endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing
Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF
Guidelines) and agreed to dedicate them to Ms Chandrika Sharma, the Executive Secretary of the
International Collective in Support of Fishworkers. The Committee welcomed FAO’s proposal for a
Global Assistance Programme (GAP) for the implementation of the SSF Guidelines and
recommended to further develop the GAP in a participatory manner. It acknowledged FAO’s Blue
Growth Initiative (BGI) and suggested the establishment of a BGI working group to further develop
its application. It acknowledged the importance of inland fisheries and recommended that inland
fishery issues be better included in national, subregional, regional and global instruments addressing
water use and food security. The Committee urged FAO to provide guidance and increase capacity
development in the areas of data collection and analysis, stock assessment, management, post-
harvesting, and policy development. It endorsed the reports of the fourteenth session of the Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade and the seventh session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture. The
Committee welcomed FAO’s new Strategic Objectives as a basis for focusing FAO’s work in
fisheries and aquaculture. It endorsed the Progress Report of the Multi-year Programme of Work
(MYPOW) 2012-2015 of the Committee and the MYPOW 2014-2017. The Committee adopted the
proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee.
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vi)

vii)

viii)

vii

GLOBAL POLICY AND REGULATORY MATTERS
FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE CONFERENCE

Many Members emphasized the importance of the coming into force of the 2009
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA) as soon as possible (para. 13).

The Committee endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines)
by accepting the Chair’s proposal for the finalization of paragraph 6.18 (para. 17).
Many Members emphasized that FAO should be the centre of fisheries and aquaculture
activities within the United Nations (UN) System (para. 34).

The Committee endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance (VGFSP)
(para. 37).

The Committee recommended that inland fishery issues be better included in national,
subregional, regional and global instruments addressing water use and food security to
ensure that inland capture fisheries, and the men and women depending on them for food
and nutritional security, were appropriately considered (para. 47).

The Committee reiterated its support for FAO’s work with regard to commercially
exploited aquatic species of interest to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) (para. 62).

The Committee expressed support for FAO’s collaboration with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) on issues related to trade in fish and fishery products and, in
particular, the fisheries subsidies negotiations (para. 63).

The Committee reiterated the need to promote and implement existing international
instruments, agreements, plans of action and technical guidelines (para. 81).



vii)

viii)

xi)

xii)

viii

PROGRAMME AND BUDGETARY MATTERS
FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

The Committee called upon FAO to:

0 further develop the web-based questionnaire system for the monitoring of the
implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code),
together with the related data processing tools and usability features;

0 undertake a review of the contents of the questionnaire, taking into account recent
developments in global fisheries and aquaculture, as well as comments already
provided by respondents, and include space for complementary information to be
added to each section;

0 ensure coherence of the Code questionnaire with the Sub-committees’
questionnaires on trade and aquaculture, and

0  provide assistance to Members, as appropriate, to compile and submit information
through the web-based questionnaire (para. 10).

The Committee underscored the need to continue supporting developing countries in
enhancing food security through the development of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture
(para. 11).

The Committee requested FAO to expand its efforts to effectively implement the
International Guidelines on Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards. The
Committee called for further work to address the issue of post-harvest losses and waste
in certain fisheries (para. 14).

The Committee welcomed FAQO’s proposal for a Global Assistance Programme (GAP)
to support the implementation of the SSF Guidelines without delay (para. 23).

The Committee acknowledged the FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative (BGI) and many
Members expressed interest to collaborate in this initiative (para. 32).

The Committee encouraged FAO to continue with the delivery of its capacity
development programme to assist developing countries in strengthening and harmonizing
port State measures (para. 38).

The Committee reiterated its support for the continued development by FAO of the
Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels
(Global Record) (para. 40).

The Committee acknowledged the importance of inland fisheries as a means towards
meeting FAO’s Strategic Objectives (SOs) of food security, sustainable development,
poverty alleviation, stable markets and increased resilience (para. 44).

The Committee urged FAO to provide guidance and increase capacity development in
the areas of data collection and analysis, stock assessment, management, post-harvesting,
and policy development (para. 49).

The Committee expressed support for FAO’s capacity-building activities on post-harvest
issues, in particular for small-scale producers and processors in developing countries
(para. 54).

The Committee welcomed FAO’s ongoing work on value-chains and recommended its
strengthening, especially in relation to small-scale fisheries and aquaculture (para. 55).
The Committee took note of paragraph 68 of the UN General Assembly Resolution on
Sustainable Fisheries of 9 December 2013 on catch documentation and welcomed the
offer by Norway to support the convening of an Expert Consultation on this issue
(para. 59).



ix

xiii) The Committee agreed that FAO should continue its work on the monitoring of private

Xiv)

XV)

XVi)

standards, certification and eco-labelling schemes and undertake an analysis of their
effects on fisheries management and on economic returns (para. 61).

The Committee reiterated the need for FAO’s continued technical assistance and
engagement with national governments for the development of aquaculture and all its
aspects (para. 69).

The Committee, while approving the Evaluation Framework for Assessing Conformity
of Public and Private Certification Schemes with the FAO Technical Guidelines on
Aquaculture Certification, recalled the need to address the concerns expressed by the
Members on this issue at the seventh session of the Sub-Committee (para. 75).

The Committee welcomed FAQO’s new SOs as a basis for focusing FAO’s work in
fisheries and aquaculture on food security, poverty reduction and sustainable
management and utilization of natural resources. The Committee stressed that all work
carried out by FAO should be consistent with the Strategic Framework, including the
activities carried out under extra-budgetary funds (para. 80).

xvii) Many Members expressed support for FAO’s continued work on certain issues such as

deep-sea fisheries, lost and abandoned fishing gear, and the impacts of climate change on
fisheries and aquaculture (para. 82).

xviii)The Committee noted the need for integrating biosecurity, carrying out capacity

XiX)

assessment and spatial planning in the implementation of aquaculture strategies
(para. 84).
The Committee called upon FAO to:

o  further elaborate and provide more technical precision regarding the BGI in
contributing to the SOs;

0  provide support to countries regarding the impacts of climate change in relation to
the fisheries and aquaculture sectors; and

0 provide assistance to Members, as appropriate, to compile and submit statistics,
including socio-economic data and related information on small-scale fishers and
communities (para. 86).






OPENING OF THE SESSION

1.  The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) held its Thirty-first Session in Rome from 9 to
13 June 2014. The Session was attended by 110 Members of the Committee and one Associate
Member, by observers from five other FAO Member Nations, the Holy See, representatives
from six United Nations (UN), Specialized Agencies of UN and related organizations and
observers from 65 intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations. A list
of delegates and observers is attached as Appendix B.

2. Mr Johan H. Williams, Chairperson, Thirty-first Session of COFI, opened the session
and welcomed the participants.

3. Mr José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO, inaugurated the session and
delivered a statement. The text of his statement is attached as Appendix D.

4. Mr Koji Sekimizu, Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
delivered a statement. The text of his statement is attached as Appendix E.

5. The Chairperson gave an administrative report on the intersessional work by the Bureau.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION

6. The Committee adopted the Agenda and Timetable for the session. The Agenda is
attached as Appendix A to this Report. The list of documents which were placed before the
Committee is shown in Appendix C.

DESIGNATION OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE

7. The following Members were elected to the Drafting Committee: Argentina, Bangladesh,
the Dominican Republic, Germany, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, New Zealand, Norway,
Qatar, the Republic of Korea, Spain, the United States of America, and Zimbabwe. Argentina
chaired the Drafting Committee.

STATE OF WORLD FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE AND PROGRESS IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR RESPONSIBLE
FISHERIES AND RELATED INSTRUMENTS

8.  The Committee expressed praise and support for the publication The State of World
Fisheries and Aquaculture 2014 (SOFIA 2014). It welcomed and appreciated the release of the
publication prior to COFI which provided adequate time for review.

9.  The Committee welcomed the new categorization of the status of marine stocks, as
requested by the Thirtieth Session of COFI. Most Members were encouraged by the results in
SOFIA 2014. Some expressed cautious optimism with regard to the stock status and others
remained concerned. They also emphasized the need for further measures to rebuild the stocks.
There were requests to include more detailed information on the status of specific stocks,
including data on fleet capacity and addition of socio-economic data, with a strong call to add
regional information and perspectives. Members called for disaggregating data in future
editions, suggested that specific topics be emphasized or added, and requested that assessments
on some stocks and species be updated and corrected. Specifically, some Members requested
that the ratio of stocks fished sustainably/unsustainably be expressed in terms of volume (catch
in tonnes) and value.



10. The Committee commended the work undertaken by FAO to develop the new web-based
questionnaire on the implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
(the Code) and welcomed the substantial increase in response rates of Members, regional
fishery bodies (RFBs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which provided for a more
thorough and reliable analysis to be carried out. The Committee called upon FAO to:

(a) further develop the web-based system, together with the related data processing
tools and usability features;

(b) undertake a review of the contents of the questionnaire, taking into account recent
developments in global fisheries and aquaculture, as well as comments already
provided by respondents, and include space for complementary information to be
added in each section;

(c) ensure coherence of the Code questionnaire with the Sub-Committees’
questionnaires on trade and aquaculture, and

(d) provide assistance to Members, as appropriate, to compile and submit information
through the web-based questionnaire.

11. The Committee noted the progress made by Members in implementing the Code and
related instruments, together with the notable engagements of RFBs and NGOs. It underscored
the need to continue supporting developing countries in enhancing food security through the
development of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture. In particular, the safeguarding of small-
scale fisheries and the improvement of data collection and monitoring systems including
through capacity development programmes, were highlighted. Furthermore, the Committee
noted that Small Island Developing States (SIDS) required distinct support to improve
implementation of the Code and to alleviate trade-barrier constraints.

12.  The relevance of aquaculture in the provision of livelihoods and fish as food was
underscored. The Committee recognized the need to support the expansion of small-scale
aquaculture in developing countries in line with responsible practices laid down in the Code.

13. The Committee acknowledged efforts being made by Members in combating Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, including through regional mechanisms and the
development of national plans of action. Many Members emphasized the importance of the
coming into force of the 2009 Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA), as soon as possible. Some
Members noted with concern the persisting problem of piracy in some regions of the world
which needed to be addressed with urgency.

14. The Committee reiterated its support for FAO’s ongoing work on bycatch management
and reduction of discards. It requested FAO to expand its efforts to effectively implement the
International Guidelines on Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards, addressing all
fishing gears where bycatch, including, inter alia, marine mammals, and discards were a
concern. The Committee called for further work to address the issue of post-harvest losses and
waste in certain fisheries.

15. Concern was expressed over ghost fishing by abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded
fishing gear (ALDFQG) and that greater attention should be paid by Members and RFBs/regional
fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) to mitigate ALDFG impacts, noting that cost-
effective technologies and practices were available. Many Members highlighted the need for
further work on this issue.
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16. The importance of safety at sea in the fisheries sector was highlighted and the Committee
welcomed the effective cooperation established in this regard between FAO and the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and IMO. Many Members stressed the link between
safety at sea and forced labour and the occurrence of IUU fishing activities. They referred, in
this context, to the ILO Convention 188 and to the Cape Town Agreement of 2012 on the
implementation of the provisions of the Torremolinos Protocol of 1993.

SECURING SUSTAINABLE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES

Endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries
in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines)

17.  The Committee endorsed the SSF Guidelines by accepting the Chair’s proposal for the
finalization of paragraph 6.18.

18. The Committee agreed that a footnote be added to paragraph 6.18 of the Guidelines
(reading: “Section 25 is entitled Conflicts in respect to tenure of land, fisheries and forest”).
The Legal Counsel indicated that this explanatory footnote did not reopen the Guidelines. The
endorsed Guidelines are attached in Appendix F.

19. The Committee agreed to honour Ms Chandrika Sharma in the SSF Guidelines for her
invaluable contributions to small-scale fisheries.

20. The Committee noted the critical role of the adopted SSF Guidelines in improving the
social, economic and cultural status of small-scale fisheries, which were often particularly
vulnerable to disasters and climate change. The Committee highlighted the need of the sector,
which played a crucial role in contributing to the promotion of livelihoods, as well as food
security and nutrition in many countries. It also reiterated the importance of the guiding
principles of the SSF Guidelines, in particular the human-rights based approach.

21. Some Members noted that the SSF Guidelines should not represent a barrier to trade,
fostering legal and formal access of small-scale fishers.

22. The Secretariat was requested to take note of statements made by Members and to reflect
them in the Chairperson’s Report of the Technical Consultation on SSF Guidelines in
Appendix G.

Global Assistance Programme (GAP) for the implementation of the SSF Guidelines

23. The Committee welcomed FAO’s proposal for a GAP to support the implementation of
the SSF Guidelines without delay.

24. The Committee agreed on the inclusive and consensus-seeking overall strategic approach
and the structure of the GAP around four components: raising awareness; strengthening the
science-policy interface; empowering stakeholders and supporting implementation. It also
confirmed that the principles of the SSF Guidelines should be mainstreamed in policies and
actions at all levels.

25. Some Members, while supporting the SSF Guidelines, expressed their disappointment
with the endorsement process of the Guidelines.

26. The Committee recommended to further develop the GAP in a participatory manner and
to define the roles of different partners in the implementation of the SSF Guidelines.
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27. The Committee acknowledged FAQO’s role in the development and implementation of the
SSF Guidelines including a monitoring process through COFI.

28. The Committee emphasized the role of governments in the implementation of the SSF
Guidelines, as well as regional and local fisheries organizations to ensure ownership of the SSF
Guidelines. It also recommended building on existing experiences and institutional structures
and processes.

29. The Committee noted the urgent need for extra-budgetary funding for the implementation.
30. Some Members called for the establishment of a Sub-Committee on small-scale fisheries.

GLOBAL AND REGIONAL PROCESSES AND INSTRUMENTS

Global and regional processes

31. FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative (BGI) was presented as an initiative of the Director-
General of FAO, responding to the call from Rio+20, and as a part of the Strategic Framework
of the Organization. The BGI recognizes the important role of aquatic resources for food
security. The goal of the BGI is to address food security and poverty alleviation through quality
capture fisheries and aquaculture production through processes which are integrated,
sustainable and socioeconomically sensitive.

32. The Committee acknowledged the BGI and commended the efforts of the Secretariat to
identify the areas of activity that would be a part of the initiative. Many Members expressed
interest to collaborate in this initiative. Some Members noted that the BGI was presented only
in abstract terms and expressed concern about the lack of a common understanding of the
concept.

33.  Some Members suggested the establishment of a BGI working group to further develop
the application of the initiative and that regional workshops be carried out in relation to the
BGI. Some Members expressed support for the proposal by the Republic of Korea to establish
a “FAO World Fisheries University”. The proposed University would promote the BGI to
enhance capacity building of developing States in the field of fisheries through education and
training.

34. Many Members emphasized that FAO should be the centre of fisheries and aquaculture
activities within the UN System, and supported FAO collaborating across the UN System.
Some Members also supported collaboration with other current regional and global processes.
However, duplication of coordination mechanisms should be avoided. Several Members noted
that the FAO Secretariat should prioritize between different initiatives in accordance with
mandates from its Statutory Bodies.

35.  On the subject of non-FAO RFBs/RFMOs, several Members applauded the practice of
conducting performance reviews on a regular basis as a necessary process to show transparency
and accountability in their activities, and emphasized the need to implement the
recommendations. One Member also suggested that the effectiveness of catch reporting and
monitoring should be a part of all performance reviews.

36. On the subject of FAO RFBs, a number of Members expressed concern that FAO RFBs
and FAO RFMOs were grouped together in one discussion within the paper. Likewise, some
Members requested that the activities of the RFBs be organized in subregions taking into
account the criteria of similarities, challenges and development which countries may face.
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There was support for the idea of FAO RFBs being strengthened on a case by case basis. One
Member requested a workplan to revitalize existing FAO RFBs by the thirty-second session of
COFI in 2016.

Instruments combating IUU fishing

37. The Committee welcomed the conclusion of the Technical Consultation on Flag State
Performance and praised the work carried out by the Secretariat in reviewing the adopted
Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance (VGFSP), which were unanimously endorsed
by the Committee as available in Appendix H. The Committee urged Members to start
implementing the VGFSP as soon as possible. Some Members proposed to hold a technical
consultation to address transhipment at sea.

38. The Committee noted the slow rate of ratification, approval, acceptance or accession to
the PSMA. Many Members declared their appreciation of the benefits of the PSMA as a cost-
effective and important tool to combat [UU fishing. Some Members informed the Committee
on the status of their internal processes to become party to the Agreement. The Committee
encouraged FAO to continue with the delivery of its capacity development programme to assist
developing countries in strengthening and harmonizing port State measures, including through
bilateral, subregional and/or regional coordination.

39. One Member reiterated that references in the documents of the session to the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) did not prejudice the position of any State with
respect to signature, ratification or accession to this instrument and its further role. Furthermore,
some Members also reiterated that references in the documents of the session to the 1995 UN
Fish Stocks Agreement did not imply that this Agreement may apply to States that had not
expressed their consent to be bound by it.

40. Recognizing the role of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record) in the concerted fight against I[UU fishing, the
Committee:

(a) reiterated its support for the Global Record’s continued development by FAO and
commended FAO on the preparation of the strategy document and the
demonstration of the prototype;

(b)  welcomed FAQ’s efforts in coordinating the Global Record with other existing
systems to keep it cost-effective, while working towards standardization at the
global level,

(c) appreciated the collaboration with IMO in extending its ship identification
number scheme to fishing vessels and agreed that the IMO number should be used
as the Global Record’s unique vessel identifier for Phase 1;

(d) noted that several RFMOs have made provisions for the IMO number to be
compulsory in their convention areas;

(e) agreed that States were responsible for the data and its provision to the Global
Record, possibly through RFMOs, and

(f)  appreciated FAO’s continued assistance to developing States.

41. Some Members recognized the need for an advisory committee to clarify outstanding
issues and to find a solution for the long-term financing.

42. Some Members noted that the UN General Assembly, in relation to IUU fishing, had
called on Members to initiate work within FAO in developing guidelines on catch
documentation schemes to be addressed under Agenda item 8 on Fish trade.



INLAND FISHERIES

43. The Committee expressed appreciation for FAO’s work in raising the profile of inland
fisheries and welcomed inland fisheries as a stand-alone agenda item and requested continued
attention in the future.

44. The Committee acknowledged the importance of inland fisheries as a means towards
meeting FAQO’s Strategic Objectives (SOs) on food security, sustainable development, poverty
alleviation, stable markets and increased resilience.

45. The Committee recognized the many competing uses of inland waters and recommended
that a cross-sectoral, ecosystem approach be taken. This approach should include the
opportunities and threats posed by aquaculture, stocking, invasive/alien species and climate
change.

46. The Committee noted that information and data on inland fisheries was insufficient and
often difficult and expensive to collect. However new methods were available, e.g. remote
sensing and geo-spatial tools, to help in this regard. As a result of poor information, the
contribution of inland fisheries to livelihoods and food security was undervalued and therefore
not adequately considered in the local, national, regional and global agenda.

47. The Committee recommended that inland fishery issues be better included in national,
subregional, regional and global instruments addressing water use and food security to ensure
that inland capture fisheries, and the men and women depending on them for food and
nutritional security, were appropriately considered. The Committee noted that the recently
endorsed SSF Guidelines would provide guidance in this regard.

48. Some Members noted the important role of FAO’s decentralized offices, regional fishery
bodies, and basin and river authorities in addressing inland fishery issues and recommended
that FAO strengthen those bodies dealing with inland fisheries and increase subregional and
regional cooperation.

49. The Committee urged FAO to provide guidance and increase capacity development in
the areas of data collection and analysis, stock assessment, management, post-harvesting, and
policy development. Some Members further supported the concept of community-based
fishery management.

50. Some Members supported FAO convening a high-level policy meeting on inland capture
fisheries, potentially in conjunction with the Global Conference on Inland Fisheries: Fresh
Water, Fish and the Future, to be held in January 2015, together with Michigan State University.

51. Some Members recognized the importance of collaboration and partnerships, and
appreciated the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Michigan State
University and FAO to formalize cooperation for responsible development and management
of inland capture fisheries and aquatic ecosystems.
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DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF
THE COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISH TRADE, BERGEN, NORWAY,
24-28 FEBRUARY 2014

52. The Committee endorsed the Report of the fourteenth session of the Sub-Committee on
Fish Trade, Bergen, Norway, 24-28 February 2014, and thanked the Government of Norway
for hosting the Session.

53. The Committee underlined the important function of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade
as a forum for Members on technical and policy-related trade issues.

54. The Committee expressed support for FAO’s capacity-building activities on post-harvest
issues, in particular for small-scale producers and processors in developing countries. Some
Members recognized the special conditions of SIDS and recommended that this should be
reflected in FAO’s work.

55. The Committee welcomed FAO’s ongoing work on value-chains and recommended its
strengthening, especially in relation to small-scale fisheries and aquaculture.

56. Many Members expressed concern that various documentation requirements could pose
unjustifiable barriers to trade.

57. Some Members supported work on the best practice guidelines on traceability and
emphasized the need to convene an Expert Consultation to undertake a gap analysis in relation
to best practices and standards for traceability, should extra-budgetary resources materialize.

58. The Committee noted the usefulness of catch documentation schemes in combating [TUU
fishing and welcomed initiatives to harmonize current schemes, inter alia, in order to reduce
the administrative burden and costs.

59. The Committee took note of paragraph 68 of the UN Fisheries Resolution on Sustainable
Fisheries of 9 December 2013 on catch documentation and welcomed the offer by Norway to
support the convening of an Expert Consultation on this issue.

60. The Committee recognized that FAO would undertake to elaborate guidelines and other
relevant criteria relating to catch documentation schemes, including possible formats, based on
the following principles: a) conformity with the provisions of relevant international law; b) not
create unnecessary barriers to trade; ¢) equivalence; d) risk-based; e) reliable, simple, clear and
transparent; and f) electronic if possible, aiming for adoption at the thirty-second session of
the Committee of Fisheries. The assessment of schemes and formats would include cost-benefit
considerations and take into account catch documentation schemes already implemented by
certain Members as well as by RFMOs.

61. Many Members expressed their concern at the proliferation of private standards,
certification and eco-labelling schemes as prerequisites for market access, and about the use of
labelling requirements lacking scientific or methodological base. The Committee agreed that
FAO should continue its work on the monitoring of such schemes and undertake an analysis of
their effects on fisheries management and on economic returns.

62. The Committee reiterated its support for FAO’s work on commercially exploited aquatic
species of interest to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES). The Committee requested the FAO Expert Advisory Panel to
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strengthen its consideration of technical issues related to fisheries management and
international trade consistent with the Panel’s terms of reference. Some Members
recommended that such work be funded by FAO’s Regular Programme.

63. The Committee expressed support for FAO’s collaboration with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) on issues related to trade in fish and fishery products and, in particular,
the fisheries subsidies negotiations.

64. Some Members commended the FAO's work in improving the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System (HS) for fish products in collaboration with the World Customs
Organization, and encouraged FAO to continue this activity with focus on endangered species
and on a possible breakdown between farmed and wild species.

65. The Committee took note of the concerns expressed by some Members regarding the use
of unilateral trade measures.

66. Many Members congratulated GLOBEFISH upon its 30th Anniversary and noted its
usefulness in supplying information and analysis on markets and trade.

67. The Committee welcomed the kind invitation of the Kingdom of Morocco to host the
15th Session of the Sub-Committee.

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE
COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE, ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIAN
FEDERATION, 7-11 OCTOBER 2013

68. The Committee endorsed the report of the seventh session of the Sub-Committee on
Aquaculture held in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation from 7—11 October 2013 and thanked
the Russian Federation for hosting the session.

69. The Committee:

(a)  recognized the importance of aquaculture for food security and nutrition,
poverty alleviation, income generation, employment and trade;

(b)  emphasized the need to engage all regional networks, strengthen public/private
partnerships and provide support to the small-scale sector in the effort to
develop sustainable aquaculture;

(c) reiterated the need for FAO’s continued technical assistance and engagement
with national governments for the development of aquaculture and all its
aspects.

70. Some Members suggested that the Sub-Committee take a strategic approach to address
aquatic animal health issues.

71.  Some Members underscored the importance of strengthening South-South cooperation
with emphasis on the regional and subregional levels in promoting sustainable aquaculture
development.

72. The Committee recognized the contribution of sustainably-managed inland fisheries and
culture-based fisheries to global food security and nutrition, while some Members emphasized
the importance of maintaining genetic integrity of stocks with regards to stock enhancement
programmes.
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73.  While endorsing the revised terminology on culture-based fisheries, a few countries
requested amendments to some of the definitions. The Secretariat proposed that this request be
proposed to the next session of the Sub-Committee for its consideration.

74. Some Members requested that the process of establishing the FAO Advisory Working
Group on Aquatic Genetic Resources and Technologies be open and transparent, and that
Genetically Modified Organisms not be included in the scope of the Group's activities.

75.  The Committee, while approving the Evaluation Framework for Assessing Conformity
of Public and Private Certification Schemes with the FAO Technical Guidelines on
Aquaculture Certification, recalled the need to address the concerns expressed by the Members
on this issue at the seventh session of the Sub-Committee.

76. The Committee re-emphasized the need to use a regional approach for setting priorities
during the development of the strategic framework for the work of the Sub-Committee and
recommended that FAO conduct inclusive consultations to set regional priorities. The
Committee emphasized the need to harmonize the Sub-Committee strategic framework with
FAO’s SOs.

77. Many Members acknowledged the importance of the BGI for FAO’s future work on
aquaculture development, supported the Global Aquaculture Advancement Partnership
Programme and recognized its role as a mechanism for technical cooperation and resource
mobilization. Some Members called for its financing under the Regular Programme budget. Sri
Lanka announced the first contribution to the Global Aquaculture Fund, initiated by His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, Honourable President of Sri Lanka, and requested others to
follow.

78. The Committee welcomed the kind invitation of Brazil to host the eighth session of the
Sub-Committee on Aquaculture in Brasilia, from 5 to 9 October 2015.

FAO’S WORK IN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE UNDER THE REVIEWED
STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

79. The Committee commended the quality of the document on FAO’s programme of work
in fisheries and aquaculture, which had improved over successive sessions of COFI. The
separate information document of the Secretariat’s follow-up on recommendations from the
previous COFI Session was welcomed.

80. The Committee welcomed FAO’s new SOs as a basis for focusing FAO’s work in
fisheries and aquaculture on food security, poverty reduction and sustainable management, and
utilization of natural resources. The Committee stressed that all work carried out by FAO
should be consistent with the Strategic Framework, including the activities carried out under
extra-budgetary funds.

81. The Committee reiterated the need to promote and implement existing international
instruments, agreements, plans of action and technical guidance. Some Members also
encouraged to increase collaboration with RFMOs, other intergovernmental organizations and
mechanisms, noting the utility of recognizing the respective comparative advantages of all
those concerned.
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82. Many Members expressed support for FAO’s continued work on certain issues such as
deep-sea fisheries, lost and abandoned fishing gear, and the impacts of climate change on
fisheries and aquaculture, including the possibility of focusing future agenda items on these
issues.

83. The Committee expressed concern about over-exploitation, marine and land-based
sources of pollution, declining biodiversity, increase in alien/invasive species, ocean
acidification and disease outbreaks.

84. The Committee noted the need for integrating biosecurity, carrying out capacity
assessment and spatial planning in the implementation of aquaculture strategies.

85. The Committee acknowledged the importance of applying the ecosystem approach to
fisheries and aquaculture management, also taking into account all dimensions of sustainability
(social, economic and environmental). The Committee also welcomed integrated approaches
to deliver on the strategic priorities of food security, sustainability, poverty reduction and
productivity.

86. The Committee called upon FAO to:

(a)  further elaborate and provide more technical precision regarding the BGI in
contributing to the SOs;

(b)  provide support to countries regarding the impacts of climate change in relation
to the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, and

(c) provide assistance to Members, as appropriate, to compile and submit statistics,
including socio-economic data and related information on small-scale fishers
and communities.

87. The Committee welcomed the kind offer of Spain to host a conference in Vigo, Spain in
2015 to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.
Spain invited all COFI Members and participants to attend.

MULTIYEAR PROGRAMME OF WORK (MYPOW) OF THE COMMITTEE

88. The Committee approved the Progress Report of the MYPOW 2012-2015 and the
MYPOW 2014-2017 as attached in Appendix I.

89. The Committee suggested further improvement of the MYPOW, inter alia, by
identifying quantifiable targets and indicators, and the actors to implement the decisions. It was
also proposed to clearly mention the importance and usefulness of side events.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMITTEE AND SUB-COMMITTEES

90. The Committee reviewed and adopted the proposed amendments to the Rules of
Procedure of the Committee set out in Appendix J.

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS OF THE
THIRTY-SECOND SESSION OF COFI

91. The Committee elected Mr Fabio Hazin (Brazil) as Chairperson and Mr William
Gibbons-Fly (the United States of America) as First Vice-Chairperson. Ghana, Kuwait, New
Zealand, Poland and the Republic of Korea were elected as Vice-Chairpersons.
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ANY OTHER MATTERS

92. The Republic of the Philippines recalled Typhoon Hayan which hit the Philippines in
November 2013, and the loss of lives, destruction, pain and suffering it caused. He expressed
gratitude and appreciation to the UN, NGOs and numerous countries, for their significant
assistance and generous support in the aftermath of the disaster. He also recalled the 116th
Independence Day of the Philippines.

93. The representative of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea recalled the
importance of the UNCLOS for the legal regime of the oceans, as well as that of the UN-
Oceans for inter-agency consultations on ocean matters. He appreciated the contributions by
FAO and Members to the reports of the Secretary-General on Oceans and the Law of the Sea.
He thanked FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture Department for the long-standing cooperation
on fisheries-related matters.

94. The representative of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
highlighted some impacts of fishing on the environment. Furthermore, emphasis was given to
the significance of impacts on fisheries resulting from climate change and ocean acidification,
as well as the need for integrated management, and FAO and others were thanked for the
ongoing collaboration.

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

95. The Committee agreed that the Thirty-second Session of COFI will be held in Rome, in
2016. The exact dates will be determined by the Director-General in consultation with the COFI
Bureau, for presentation to the next FAO Council in December 2014 and the FAO Conference
in 2015.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

96. The Committee had before it a Final Draft Report of the Thirty-first Session of COFI
prepared by the Drafting Committee and presented by its Chair.

97. The Section entitled “Endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF
Guidelines)”, namely, paragraphs 17 to 22 of this Report, was adopted. A Chairperson’s
statement is attached in Appendix K.

98. The remaining sections of the Final Draft Report of the Thirty-first Session of COFI
prepared by the Drafting Committee were adopted subject to the following arrangement. The
Committee agreed that comments, including amendments, proposed by COFI Members to the
Final Draft Report which were not approved by the Committee, but were reviewed by the
Bureau, be reproduced in Appendix L hereto.
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l'aquaculture et des industries
halieutiques

Ministére de 1'élevage, des péches
et des industries animales

Yaoundé

Phone: (+237) 99595689

E-mail: belalemma@yahoo.fr

CANADA/CANADA

Nadia BOUFFARD

Director General

External Relations Directorate

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Ottawa

Phone: (+1) 6139983111

Fax: (+1) 6139909574

E-mail: nadia.bouffard@
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Angela BEXTEN

Team Leader

External Relations Directorate

Ottawa

Phone: (+1) 6139933050

Fax: (+1) 6139909574

E-mail: Angela.Bexten@
dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Debra PRICE

Deputy Permanent Representative
to FAO

Permanent Representation to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 854442550

Fax: (+39) 06 854442930

E-mail: debra.price@
international.gc.ca

Eric ROBINSON

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Permanent Representation to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 854442554

Fax: (+39) 06 854442930

E-mail: eric.robinson@
international.gc.ca

CHILE/CHILI

Raul SUNICO
Subsecretario de Pesca
Valparaiso

Luis Fernando AYALA
Embajador
Representante Permanente ante
la FAO
Embajada de la Republica de Chile
Roma, Italia
Phone: (+39) 06 844091
Fax: (+39) 06 8841452; 068841452
E-Mail: misionfao@chileit.it;
embajada@chileit.it



Guillermo SILVA

Contraalmirante LT

Direccion General del Territorio
Maritimo y de Marina Mercante

Director Intereses Maritimos

Valparaiso

Alejandra GUERRA

Consejera

Representante Permanente Adjunta
ante la FAO

Embajada de la Republica de Chile

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 844091

Fax: (+39) 06 8841452; 068841452

E-mail: aguerra@chileit.it

Alejandro COVARRUBIAS

Jefe

Unidad de Asuntos Internacionales
Servicio Nacional de Pesca
Valparaiso

Osvaldo URRUTIA

Abogado

Asesor Unidad Asuntos
Internacionales

Subsecretaria de Pesca y
Acuicultura

Valparaiso

Hector BACIGALUPO
Representante

Sociedad Nacional de Pesca
Santiago

Carlos VIAL

Representante

Sociedad Nacional de Pesca
Santiago

CHINA/CHINE

Jingyuan XIA

Minister Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative of the
People's Republic of China to
FAO

Permanent Representation of the
People's Republic of China to
FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 59193126

Fax: (+39) 06 59193130

E-mail: xiajyuan@gmail.com
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Handi GUO

Deputy Permanent Representative
to FAO

Permanent Representation of the
People's Republic of China to
FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 59193124

Fax: (+39) 06 59193130

E-mail: guohandi@agri.gov.cn

Chuang NIE

First Secretary

Permanent Representation of the
People's Republic of China to
FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 59193136

Fax: (+39) 06 59193130

E-mail: nie.chuang@gmail.com

Huilai ZONG

First Secretary

Permanent Representation of the
People's Republic of China
to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 59193128

Fax: (+39) 06 59193130

E-mail: zonghuilai@hotmail.com

Liping SHEN

First Secretary

Permanent Representation of the
People's Republic of China to
FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 59193123

Fax: (+39) 06 59193130

E-mail: shenliping93@gmail.com

CONGO

Mamadou KAMARA DEKAMO

Ambassadeur

Représentant permanent de la
République du Congo aupres de
la FAO

Ambassade de la République du
Congo

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 8417422

Fax: (+39) 06 8417422

E-mail: ambacorome@gmail.com

Irene Marie Cecile MBOUKOU
KIMBATSA NEE GOMA

Conseiller du Président de la
République

Chef du Département de
l'agriculture, de I'élevage, de la
péche et de l'aquaculture

Brazzaville

Phone: (+242) 066925773

E-mail: irenemboukou@
hotmail.com

Appolinnaire NGOUEMBE

Directeur général de la péche
continentale

Brazzaville

Phone: (+242) 069580822

E-mail: ngouembe@yahoo.fr

Isidore MOUANGA

Directeur général de l'aquaculture

Ministére de la péche et de
l'aquaculture

Brazzaville

Phone: (+242) 066557660

E-mail: isidoremouanga@yahoo.fr

Marc MANKOUSSOU

Conseiller

Représentant permanent suppléant
de la République du Congo aupres
de la FAO

Ambassade de la République du
Congo

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 8417422;

3459623563

E-mail: ambacorome@gmail.com

Pierre MPANDOU

Directeur des études et de la
planification

Brazzaville

Phone: (+242) 066667190

E-mail: pmpandou@yahoo.fr

Felix DOMBA

Attaché au Cabinet du Chef de
L'Etat

Brazzaville

Phone: (+242) 055531502

E-mail: domba_felix@yahoo.fr

Loufoukou Jonasse Grace
MALONGA

Attachée

Ambassade de la République du
Congo

Rome, Italie

E-mail: ambacorome@gmail.com



COOK ISLANDS/ILES COOK/
ISLAS COOK

Ben PONIA

Secretary

Ministry of Marine Resources
Rarotonga

Phone: (+682) 28721

E-mail: b.ponia@mmr.gov.ck

Garth BROADHEAD

Adviser

Ministry of Marine Resources
Rarotonga

E-mail: g.broadhead@mmr.gov.ck

COSTA RICA

Gustavo MENESES CASTRO
Presidente Ejecutivo de Incopesca
Phone: (+506) 87260876

E-mail: padretavo@gmail.com

Antonio PORRAS PORRAS

Director General Técnico

Incopesca

E-mail: porrasantoniol(@
yahoo.com

Estela BLANCO SOLIS

Representante Permanente Alterna

Embajada de la Republica de Costa
Rica

Fernando Felipe SANCHEZ
CAMPOS

Embajador ante la Santa Sede

Representante Permanente ante
la FAO

Embajada de la Republica de Costa
Rica ante la Santa Sede

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 80660390

Fax: (+39) 06 80660390

E-mail: misfao@gmail.com

Simone CHIARAMONTE

Asistente Mision

Embajada de la Republica de Costa
Rica ante la Santa Sede

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 80660390

Fax: (+39) 06 80660390

Gustavo MENESES CASTRO
Details not provided
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Antonio PORRAS PORRAS

Director General Tecnico

INCOPESCA

Puntarenas

Phone: (+506) 2248113

Fax: (+506) 22481585

E-mail: porrasantoniol@
yahoo.com

CUBA

Nora YONG MENA

Directora Relaciones
Internacionales

Ministerio Industria Alimentaria
(MINAL)

La Havana

Phone: (+53) 72123966

E-mail: nora.yong@minal.cu

Elisa GARCIA RODRIGUEZ
Directora de Ciencias

MINAL

La Havana

Phone: (+53) 72123920
E-mail: eliza.garcia@minal.cu

Silvia Maria ALVAREZ ROSSELL

Representante Adjunto ante
Organismos Internacionales

Embajada de la Republica de Cuba

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 571724304

Fax: (+39) 06 5745445

E-mail: adjuntocuba@ecuitalia.it

Luis MARIN LLANES

Representante Alterno ante
Organismos Internacionales

Embajada de la Republica de Cuba

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 571724308

Fax: (+39) 06 5745445

E-mail: alternocuba@ecuitalia.it

CYPRUS/CHYPRE/CHIPRE

George F. POULIDES
Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Cyprus to the UN
Agencies for Food and

Agriculture
Rome, Italy
Phone: (+39) 06 6865758
Fax: (+39) 06 6868038
E-mail: faoprcyp@tin.it

Spyridon ELLINAS

Agricultural Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Cyprus to the
UN Agencies

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 6865758

Fax: (+39) 06 6868038

E-mail: saellinas@hotmail.com

CZECH REPUBLIC/
REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE/
REPUBLICA CHECA

Vladimir GALL

Expert

Ministry of Agriculture of the
Czech Republic

Department of the Fisheries, Game
Management and Beekeeping

Praha

Phone: (+420) 221812844

Fax: (+420) 221812980

E-mail: Vladimir.Gall@mze.cz

COTE D'IVOIRE

Janine TAGLIANTE-SARACINO

Ambassadeur

Représentant permanent aupres de
la FAO

Ambassade de la République de
Cote d'Ivoire

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44258249

Fax: (+39) 06 44292531

E-mail: cotedivoirerep@yahoo.com

Kouamé KANGA

Représentant Permanent Adjoint

Ambassade de la République de
Cote d'Ivoire

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44258249

Fax: (+39) 06 44292531

E-mail: cotedivoirerep@yahoo.com

Seydou CISSE

Représentant Permanent Adjoint

Ambassade de la République de
Cote d'Ivoire

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44258249

Fax: (+39) 06 44292531

E-mail: cotedivoirerep@yahoo.com



Wroly Danielle SEPE SERY

Conseiller

Ambassade de la République de
Cote d'Ivoire

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44258249

Fax: (+39) 06 44292531

E-mail: wrolydanielles@yahoo.fr

Chelom Niho GAGO

Directeur du Service des affaires
juridiques et de la coopération
internationale

Ministére des ressources animales
et halieutiques

Abidjan

Marie-Hortense GUEI SEKOUET
Chargée d'études

Bina FOFANA

Sous-Directeur de la péche
maritime et lagunaire

Ministére des ressources animales
et halieutiques

Abidjan

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF KOREA/
REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE
DEMOCRATIQUE DE COREE/
REPUBLICA POPULAR
DEMOCRATICA DE COREA

Kim CHUN GUK

Ambassador

Permanent Representative of the
DPR Korea to the UN Agencies

Embassy of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 54220749

Fax: (+39) 06 54210090

E-mail: ekodpr@alice.it

Pang KWANG HYOK

Deputy Permanent Representative
of DPR Korea to the UN Agencies

Embassy of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 54220749

Fax: (+39) 06 54210090

E-mail: ekodpr@alice.it
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Chol Min KIM

Alternate Permanent Representative
of the DPR Korea to the UN
Agencies

Embassy of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 54220749

Fax: (+39) 06 54210090

E-mail: ekodpr@alice.it

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE
DOMINICAINE/REPUBLICA
DOMINICANA

Mario ARVELO CAAMANO

Embajador

Representante Permanente

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Dominicana ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 5745160

E-mail: mario@marioarvelo.com

Julia Antonia VICIOSO

VARELAS

Ministra Consejera

Representante Alterna

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Dominicana ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 5745160

E-mail: juliavicioso@gmail.com

Rawell TAVERAS ARBAIJE

Consejero

Representante Alterno

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Dominicana ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 5745160

E-mail: rawell_arbaje@
hotmail.com

Maria Cristina LAUREANO PENA

Primera Secretaria

Representante Alterna

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Dominicana ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 5745160

E-mail: marialaureano313@
gmail.com

ECUADOR/EQUATEUR

Juan Fernando HOLGUIN
FLORES

Representante Permanente

Embajada de la Republica del
Ecuador

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 89672820

Fax: (+39) 06 89672821

E-mail: mecuroma@ecuador.it

Jose Antonio CARRANZA
BARONA

Primer Secretario

Representante Permanente Alterno

Embajada de la Republica del
Ecuador

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 89672820

Fax: (+39) 06 89672821

E-mail: mecuroma@ecuador.it

EGYPT/EGYPTE/EGIPTO

Abdelbaset Ahmed ALY

SHALABY

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Egypt to UN Agencies in Rome

Embassy of the Arab Republic of
Egypt

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 8548956

Fax: (+39) 06 8542603

E-mail: egypt@agrioffegypt.it

Hisham MOHAMED ABDEL
AZIZ

Fisheries Specialist

General Authority for Fish
Development Resources

(GAFRD)

Nasr City

Phone: (+20) 2222620117

Fax: (+20) 2222620117

Yusry SAYYED AHMED
Director

Legal Affairs Division
GAFRD

Nasr City

Phone: (+20) 2222620117
Fax: (+20) 2222620117

Hesham Mohamed ABDEL AZIZ

Fisheries Specialist

Ministry of Agriculture and Land
Reclamation

Cairo

Phone: (+20) 233373616



Madani ALI MADANI

Chief of the Central Department for
the Affairs of the Bureau of the
President

GAFRD

Cairo

Phone: (+20) 233373616

Anas SHADI
Details not provided

EL SALVADOR

Maria Eulalia IMENEZ

Encargada de Negocios a.i.

Representante Adjunto ante FAO

Embajada de la Republica de El
Salvador

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 8076605

Fax: (+39) 06 8079726

E-mail: embasalvaroma@tiscali.it

ERITREA/ERYTHREE

Yohannes TENSUE

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of Eritrea

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 42741293

Fax: (+39) 06 42086806

E-mail: segreteria@
embassyoferitrea.it; info@,
embassyoferitrea.it

Zemede Tekle WOLDETATIOS
Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Asmara

ESTONIA/ESTONIE

Olavi PETRON

Deputy Secretary General for
Fisheries Policy and Foreign
Affairs

Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Estonia

Tallinn
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ETHIO,PIA/ETHIOPIE/
ETIOPIA

Abreha Ghebrai ASEFFA

Minister Plenipotentiary

Deputy Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia

Office of the Permanent
Representative to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 4416161

Fax: (+39) 06 4403676

E-mail: info@ethiopianembassy.it

Tarekegn Tsegie HAILE

Minister Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia

Office of the Permanent
Representative to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 4416161

Fax: (+39) 06 4403676

E-mail: info@ethiopianembassy.it

EUROPEAN UNION (MEMBER
ORGANIZATION)/UNION
EUROPEENNE
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE)/
UNION EUROPEA
(ORGANIZACION MIEMBRO)

Veronika VEITS

Head of Unit

International Affairs, Law of the
Sea and Regional Fisheries
Organizations

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

Phone: (+32) 22967224

Fax: (+32) 22295570

E-mail: veronika.veits@
ec.europa.eu

Laurence ARGIMON PISTRE

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to the
UN in Rome

Delegation of the EU to the Holy
See, to the Order of Malta and to
the UN Agencies in Rome

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 6782672

Fax: (+39) 06 6797830

E-mail: Laurence.Argimon-Pistre@
eeas.europa.eu

Gian Ludovico CECCARONI
Observer from MEDAC
Phone: (+39) 06 48913624
E-mail: ceccaroni.g@
confcooperative.it

Roberto CESARI

Head of Unit

Bilateral Fisheries Agreements

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Roberto.Cesari@
ec.europa.eu

Stefaan DEPYPERE

Director

International Affairs and Markets

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Stefaan.Depypere@
ec.europa.eu

Anne FORT

International Relations Officer

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Anne.Fort@ec.europa.eu

Ana FRAILE VASALLO

Advisor

EU Delegation in Rome

E-mail: Ana.Fraile-Vasallo@
eeas.europa.eu

Alan GRAY

International Relations Officer
Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Alan.Gray@ec.europa.eu

Manuela IGLESIAS ALONSO
Observer from LDRAC

Phone: (+34) 914323623

E-mail: manuela.iglesias@ldrac.eu

Désirée KIOLSEN

Policy Officer

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Desiree.Kjolsen@
ec.europa.eu



Lourdes MAGANA-DE-LARRIVA

Adviser

EU Delegation in Rome

Rome, Italy

E-mail: Lourdes.Magana-
de-larriva@eeas.europa.eu

Eva VAZQUEZ GOMEZ

International Relations Officer

Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Eva.Vasquez-Gomez@
ec.europa.eu

Isabelle VIALLON

Policy Officer

Directorate-General Development
and Cooperation

European Commission

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Isabelle.Viallon@
ec.europa.eu

Alessandro VILLA

First Counsellor

EU Delegation in Rome

Rome, Italy

E-mail: Alessandro.Villa@
eeas.europa.cu

Laura SIDDI
FI1JI/FIDJI

Sanaila NAQALI
Deputy-Secretary of Fisheries
Ministry of Fisheries and Forests
Suva

Phone: (+679) 9906984

E-mail: snaqali@gmail.com

FRANCE/FRANCIA

Philippe MARAVAL

Chargé de mission affaires
internationales

Bureau des affaires européennes et
internationales

Direction des péches maritimes et
de l'aquaculture

Phone: (+33) 608675286

E-mail: baei.sdrh.dpma@
developpement-durable.gouv.fr
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Ségolene HALLEY DES
FONTAINES

Conseillere agriculture et sécurité
alimentaire

Représentation Permanente de la
France a Rome

Phone: (+39) 3346267724

E-mail: segolene.halley-des-
fontaines@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Marc GHIGLIA

Délégué général de 1'Union des
Armateurs a la Péche de France

E-mail: mg@uapf.org

Jacques PICHON

Directeur de 1'organisation de
producteurs «Pécheurs de
Bretagne»

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/
ALEMANIA

Thomas WRIESSNIG

Ambassador

Permanent Representation of the
Federal Republic of Germany to
FAO and other International
Organizations

Rome, Italy

Phone: +336049213280

Fax: (+39) 06 49213281

E-mail:

germanrepfao@rom.diplo.de

Bruno HOFFSTADT

Division 613

Fisheries Structure and Market
Policy, Marine Protection

Federal Ministry of Food and
Agriculture

Phone: (+49) 2285293323

E-mail: Bruno.Hoffstadt@
bmel.bund.de

Andrea KOPLIN

Division 614

Sea Fisheries

Management and Control

wcC

Federal Ministry of Food and
Agriculture

Reinhold HANEL

Director

Thuenen Institute of Fisheries
Ecology

Hamburg, Germany

Phone: (+49) 4038905290

E-mail: reinhold.hanel@ti.bund.de

Friedel Georg CRAMER

Deputy Permanent Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Federal Republic of Germany to

FAO and other International
Organizations

Rome, Italy

Phone: +336049213280

Fax: (+39) 06 49213281

E-mail: germanrepfao@
rom.diplo.de

Katharina VON HECKEL

Intern

Permanent Representation of the
Federal Republic of Germany to
FAO and other International

Organizations

Rome, Italy

Phone: +336049213280

Fax: (+39) 06 49213281

E-mail:

germanrepfao@rom.diplo.de

Mark PREIN

Advisor

Sustainable Fisheries and
Aquaculture Program

Agriculture and Rural Development
Division

GIZ

Eschborn, Germany

GHANA

Nayon BILIJO

Minister of Fisheries and
Aquaculture Development

Ministry of Fisheries and
Aquaculture Development

Accra

Phone: (+233) 244316832

Fax: (+233) 302675146

E-mail: bilijo@ymail.com

Evelyn Anita SOKES-HAYFORD

Ambassador to Italy and Permanent
Representative to FAO

Embassy of Ghana

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3319882852

Fax: (+39) 06 86325762

E-mail: ambassador@
ghanaembassy.it

Samuel K. QUAATEY

Director

Fisheries Commission

Accra

Phone: (+233) 208163412

Fax: (+233) 302675146

E-mail: samquaatey@yahoo.com



Nii QUAYE-KUMAH

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of Ghana

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3890165333

Fax: (+39) 06 86325762

E-mail: nii.quaye.kumah@
gmail.com

Matilda QUIST

Deputy Director

Fisheries Commission

Phone: (+233) 208112230

Fax: (+233) 302675146

E-mail: matildaquist@yahoo.co.uk

GREECE/GRECE/GRECIA

Nike-Ekaterini KOUTRAKOU

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Greece to FAO

Embassy of Greece

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 85375525

Fax: (+39) 06 85375503

E-mail: gremb.rom@mfa.gr

Marina PETROU

Acting General Director

Greek Ministry of Rural
Development and Food
Directorate General for Fisheries
Athens

Dimitra SAVVOPOULOU

Acting Director

Greek Ministry of Rural
Development and Food

Directorate General for Fisheries

Athens

Despina SYMONS-
PIROVOLIDOU

Advisor

Directorate General for Fisheries
Athens

Sarandis ANDRICOPOULOS
Special Advisor

Permanent Representation to FAO
Embassy of Greece

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 85375525

Fax: (+39) 06 85375503

E-mail: gremb.rom@mfa.gr

Janusz BIELECKI

Council of the European Union
Head of Unit

DGB 3 Fisheries
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GUATEMALA

José Sebastian MARCUCCI RUIZ

Viceministro de Sanidad
Agropecuaria y Regulaciones del
Ministerio de Agricultura,
Ganaderia y Alimentacion

Guatemala

Phone: (+502) 24137035

E-mail: despachovisar@gmail.com

Stephanie HOCHSTETTER

SKINNER-KLEE

Embajadora ante la Republica
Italiana

Representante Permanente ante los
Organismos de Naciones Unidas
en Roma

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 36381143

Fax: (+39) 06 3291639

E-mail: shochstetter@minex.gob.gt

Sylvia M. L. WOHLERS DE MEIE

Ministro Consejero

Representante Permanente Adjunto

Embajada de Guatemala ante la
Republica Italiana

Representacion Permanente ante los
Organismos de Naciones Unidas

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 36381143

Fax: (+39) 06 3291639

E-mail: swohlers@minex.gob.gt

Nelson Rafael OLIVERO GARCIA

Primer Secretario y Cénsul

Representante Permanente Alterno
Embajada de Guatemala ante la
Republica Italiana Representacion
Permanente ante los Organismos
de Naciones Unidas

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 36381143

Fax: (+39) 06 3291639

E-mail: nolivero@minex.gob.gt

GUINEA/GUINEE

Louceny CAMARA

Ministre de la péche et de
l'aquaculture

Ministére de la péche et de
l'aquaculture

Conakry

Hassimiou TALL

Directeur national de la péche
maritime

Ministére de la péche et de
l'aquaculture

Conakry

Phone: (+224) 622095893

E-mail: tallhassimiou@yahoo.fr

Mohamed Nassir CAMARA

Conseiller

Representant Suppleant aupres de
la FAO

Ambassade de la République de
Guinée

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 8078989

Fax: (+39) 06 8077588

E-mail: ambaguineeromel @
virgilio.it

Mamady CONDE

Ambassadeur

Représentant Permanent aupres de
la FAO

Ambassade de la République de
Guinée

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 8078989

Fax: (+39) 06 8077588

E-mail: ambaguineeromel @
virgilio.it

Abdoulayre TRAORE

Conseiller Economique

Représentant Permanent Adjoint
aupres de la FAO

Ambassade de la République de
Guinée

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 8078989

Fax: (+39) 06 8077588

E-mail: ambaguineeromel @
virgilio.it

HAITI/HAITI/HAITI

Emmanuel CHARLES

Chargé¢ d'affaires

Représentation Permanente aupres
de la FAO

Ambassade de la République
d'Haiti

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44254106/7

Fax: (+39) 06 44254208

E-mail: segreteria@ambhaiti.it



Mr Jean Bony ALEXANDRE

Minister Counsellor

Représentation Permanente aupres
de la FAO

Ambassade de la République
d'Haiti

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44254106/7

Fax: (+39) 06 44254208

E-mail: segreteria@ambhaiti.it

Marie Laurence DURAND

First Secretary

Représentation Permanente aupres
de laFAO

Ambassade de la République
d'Haiti

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 44254106/7

Fax: (+39) 06 44254208

E-mail: segreteria@ambhaiti.it

HONDURAS

Jose Luis OSORIO MEDINA

Viceministro

Secretaria de Agricultura y
Ganaderia

Carmelo RIZZO PERALTA

Embajador

Representante Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

E-mail: melrizzo@gmail.com

Mayra REINA

Ministro Consejero

Representante Permanente Adjunto
ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 3337942650

E-mail: mayarareina@libero.it

HUNGARY/HONGRIE/
HUNGRIA

Péter LENGYEL

Fisheries Expert

National Agricultural Research and
Innovation Centre

Research Institute for Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Szarvas

E-mail: lengyelp@haki.hu
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David MEZEI

Permanent Representative to the
UN Food and Agriculture
Agencies in Rome

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44231952

E-mail: DMezei@mfa.gov.hu

ICELAND/ISLANDE/
ISLANDIA

Johann GUDMUNDSSON

Director General

Ministry of Industries and
Innovation

Reykjavik

Gudni BRAGASON

Minister Plenipotentiary Permanent
Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Iceland to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3662532738

E-mail: gudni@mfa.is

Brynhildur BENEDIKTSDOTTIR

Senior Expert

Ministry of Industries and
Innovation

Reykjavik

Grimur VALDIMARSSON

Senior Expert

Ministry of Industries and
Innovation

Reykjavik

Fridrik FRIDRIKSSON

Legal Expert

The Federation of Icelandic Vessel
Owners

Reykjavik

INDIA/INDE

Raja Sekhar VUNDRU

Joint Secretary of Fisheries

Department of Animal Husbandry,
Dairying and Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture

Government of India

New Delhi

Phone: (+91) 1123381994

E-mail: jsfy@nic.in

Vimlendra SHARAN

Minister of Agriculture and
Alternate Permanent
Representative of India to Rome-
Based UN Agencies

Phone: (+39) 06 42013972

Fax: (+39) 06 48904470

E-mail: agri.wing@
indianembassy.it

INDONESIA/INDONESIE

Achmad POERNOMO

Director General for Marine and
Fisheries Research and

Development Agency

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

da Kusuma WARDHANINGSIH

Secretary to DG of Surveillance for
Marine and Fisheries Resources

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Tazwin HANIF

Counsellor for Multilateral Affairs

Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia

Rome, Italy

Mr Hamim HAMIM

Agriculture Attaché

Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 42009150

Fax: (+39) 06 4880280

E-mail: indorom@
indonesianembassy.it;
indorom@uni.net

Elvi WIJAYANTI

Deputy Director for Multilateral
Cooperation

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Vivi FERIANY

Third Secretary

Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia

Rome, Italy

Fax: (+39) 06 4880280

E-mail: indorom@
indonesianembassy.it;
indorom@uni.net



Shanti Dewi HAFSANITA

Assistant Deputy Director for
Cooperation

Marine and Fisheries Research and
Development Agency

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Rini SILVIANTI

Deputy Director

Bureau for Personnel

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Jaulim SIRAIT

Deputy Director for Internal Affairs

Bureau of General Affairs

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Tris Aris WIBOWO

Head of Section for Fishing Service

Directorate General of Capture
Fisheries

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Riza DAMANIK

Executive Director of International
Global Justice (IGJ)

Jakarta

Shahandra HANITIYO

Head of Multilateral Cooperation
Section

Assistant Deputy-Director for
United Nations Cooperation

Secretariat General

Vincent LINGGA
Journalist

Ichiro NOMURA
JICA Fisheries Advisor
E-mail: inomura75@gmail.com
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC
OF)/IRAN (REPUBLIQUE
ISLAMIQUE D')/IRAN
(REPUBLICA ISLAMICA DEL)

Hassan SALEHI

Deputy Minister and Head of Iran
Fisheries Organization

Ministry of Jihad-E-Agriculture

Tehran

Phone: (+39) 06 5754493

Fax: (+39) 06 5747636

E-mail: hsalehi_ir@yahoo.com

Seyed Aminollah TAGHAVI
MOTLAGH

Ambassador and Permanent
Representative

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5754493

Fax: (+39) 06 5747636

E-mail: missiranfao@
missiranfao.191.it

Eisa GOLSHAHI
Deputy of Quality Improvement,
Processing and Market Promotion
Iran Fisheries Organization
Tehran
Phone: (+39) 06 5754493;

(+98) 2166942582
Fax: (+39) 06 5747636
E-mail: golshahil @gmail.com

Abbas AMINI

Director General

Public Relations and International
Affairs

Ministry of Jihad-E-Agriculture

Tehran

Phone: (+39) 06 5754493

Fax: (+39) 06 5747636

E-mail: abb_amin@yahoo.com

Seyed Morteza ZAREI

Alternate Permanent Representative

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5754493

Fax: (+39) 06 5747636

E-mail:

missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it

Alireza MOHAJER

Alternate Permanent Representative

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5754493

Fax: (+39) 06 5747636

E-mail: missiranfao@
missiranfao.191.it

IRAQ

Saywan BARAZANI
Ambassador

Embassy of the Republic of Iraq
Rome, Italy

Ala MASHTA

Technical Employee

Permanent Representation of Iraq
to FAO

Rome, Italy

E-mail: a.mashta@iraqfao.org

ISRAEL/ISRAEL

Giovanna LA ROCCA
Alternate Permanent Representative
Rome, Italy

Tamar ZIV
Alternate Permanent Representative
Rome, Italy

ITALY/ITALIE/ITALIA

Riccardo RIGILLO

Direttore Generale

Direzione Generale della Pesca
Marittima e dell'Acquacoltura del
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole,
Alimentari e Forestali

Phone: (+39) 06 46651

Mauro BERTELLETTI

Funzionario

Direzione Generale della Pesca
Marittima e dell'Acquacoltura

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole,
Alimentari e Forestali

Phone: (+39) 06 46650849

Stefano CATAUDELLA

Professore Universita degli Studi di
"Tor Vergata"

Roma, Italia

E-mail: cataudel@uniroma?.it



Mauro COLAROSSI

C.C. (CP)

Reparto Pesca Marittima

Comando Generale del Corpo delle
Capitanerie di Porto

Simone SERRA
Esperto - Consorzio Unimar

Isabella VERARDI

Dirigente

Direzione Generale della Pesca
Marittima e dell'Acquacoltura

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole,
Alimentari e Forestali

Phone: (+39) 06 46651

JAPAN/JAPON/JAPON

Hisashi ENDO

Counsellor

Resources Management
Department

Fisheries Agency

Tokyo

Shingo OTA

Director

Resources Enhancement Promotion
Department

Fisheries Agency

Tokyo

Hideki MORONUKI

Senior Fisheries Negotiator

Resources Management
Department

Fisheries Agency

Tokyo

Chiaki MIZUGAKI

Assistant Director

Resources Management
Department

Fisheries Agency

Tokyo

Katsumi TSUKAMOTO

Professor

Department of Marine Science and
Resources

College of Bioresource Sciences

Nihon University

Mari KUROKI

Assistant Professor

Department of Aquatic Bioscience

Graduate School of Agricultural
and Life Sciences

The University of Tokyo
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Toshikazu MIYAMOTO
Director
Global Guardian Trust

Ryo OMORI

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of JAPAN

Rome, Italy

JORDAN/JORDANIE/
JORDANIA

Basel Al Kayed

Alternate Permanente

Representative of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan to FAO

Jordan Embassy

Fiesal AL ARGAN

Deputy Permanente Representative
of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan to FAO

Jordan Embassy

Reima Dubayah
Assistant
Jordan Embassy

KENYA

J. Ntiba MICHENI

Principal Secretary

State Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries

Nairobi

Josephine Wangari GAITA
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
Embassy of Kenya

Rome, Italy

Fabian Sumba MUYA

Alternate Permanent Representative
Embassy of Kenya

Rome, Italy

Beatrice NYANDAT

Assistant Director of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries

Nairobi

KUWAIT/KOWEIT

Yousef JHAIL

Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome, Italy

Manar AL SABAH

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Permanent Representation to FAO

Rome, Italy

Salah AL BAZZAZ

Technical Advisor

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome, Italy

Giorgia ANZALONE
Support Staff
Embassy of Kuwait
Rome, Italy

KYRGYZSTAN/KIRGHIZISTAN/
KIRGUISTAN

Samarberk KUCHUKOV

Director General of Fisheries and
Aquaculture Committee

Bishek

E-mail: samarbek.kuchukov(@
mail.ru

LATVIA/LETTONIE/LETONIA

Elina GRINPAUKA

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Latvia

Phone: (+39) 06 8841227

E-mail: elina.grinpauka@mfa.gov.lv

LIBERIA/LIBERIA

Mohammed S. SHERIFF

Minister Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 35453399

Fax: (+39) 06 35344729

E-mail: liberiaembassy(@
hotmail.com

A. Haruna-Rashid KROMAH

Secretary

Embassy of the Republic of Liberia

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 35453399

Fax: (+39) 06 35344729

E-mail: Liberiaembassy@,
hotmail.com



Mohammed S. SHERIFF

Minister Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative to FAO

Permanent Representation to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 35453399

Fax: (+39) 06 35344729

E-mail: Liberiaembassy@
hotmail.com

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE/
LITUANIA

Darius NIENIUS

Fisheries Department Director
Phone: (+370) 52398410
E-mail: darius.nienius@zum.lt

Kestutis TARNAUSKAS
Permanent representative to FAO
Rome, Italy

E-mail: kestutis.tarnauskas@zum.lt

MADAGASCAR

Monsieur MONJA

Conseiller

Représentant permanent adjoint
aupres de la FAO

Rome, Italie

MALAYSIA/MALAISIE/
MALASIA

Ahmad Hazizi AZIZ

Director International Section
Department of Fisheries Malaysia
E-mail: ahazizi@dof.gov.my

Dzulkifli Bin Abd Wahab
Deputy Permanent Representative

Amir Hamzah Harun
Alternate Permanent Representative

MALDIVES/MALDIVAS

Zaha WAHEED

Minister of State for Fisheries and
Agriculture

Ministry of Fisheries and
Agriculture

Phone: (+960) 3336830

Fax: (+960) 3326558

E-mail: zaha.waheed@
fishagri.gov.mv
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Hussain SINAN

Director

Ministry of Fisheries and
Agriculture

Phone: (+960) 3322625

Fax: (+960) 3321168

E-mail: hussain.sinan@
fishagri.gov.mv

MALI/MALI

Bokary TRETA

Ministre du développement rural
Bamako

Phone: (+223) 20226919

Fax: (+223) 20235157

E-mail: bokarytreta@yahoo.fr

Madi Matene KEITA

Conseiller technique

Ministére du développement rural
Bamako

Phone: (+223) 20226919

Fax: (+223) 20235157

E-mail: madikeital 3@yahoo.fr

Bah KONIPO

Deuxiéme conseiller
Représentant permanent adjoint
Ambassade du Mali

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 33252337
E-mail: bahkonipo@gmail.com

Mohamed T.F. MAIGA

MOHAMED T.F.
Chargé d'affaires a.i
Ambassade du Mali
Rome, Italie

MAURITANIA/MAURITANIE

Mr Mohamedine Fall OULD ABDI

Conseiller Technique du Ministre

Ministére des Péches et de
I'économie maritime

Nouakchott

Azza Mint AHMED CHEIKH
JIDDOU

Directrice de I'aménagement des
ressources et de I'océanographie

Ministére des péches et de
I'économie maritime

Nouakchott

Mohamed M'bareck MEIHIMID

Directeur de 1'Institut mauritanien
de recherches océanographiques et
des péches

Ministére des péches et de
I'économie maritime

Nouakchott

Zeynabou MINT YEYE

Directrice de la péche artisanale et
cotiere

Ministére des péches et de
|'économie maritime

Nouakchott

Ahmed Labeid MOULAYE
Details not provided

MAURITIUS/MAURICE/
MAURICIO

Daroomalingum MAUREE
Director of Fisheries

Ministry of Fisheries

Port Louis

E-mail: dmauree@mml.gov.mu

MEXICO/MEXIQUE/MEXICO

Mario Gilberto AGUILAR
SANCHEZ

Representante en Washington de la
Comision Nacional de
Acuacultura y Pesca

Washington DC, USA

Miguel RUIZ-CABANAS
IZQUIERDO

Embajador

Representante Permanente de
México

Representacion Permanente ante
la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 44115204

Fax: (+39) 06 4403876

Francisco Salvador LOPEZ BRITO
Presidente De la Comision de Pesca
Senado de la Republica

Alfonso INZUNZA MONTOYA
Presidente de la Comision de Pesca
Camara de Diputados

Raul Adan ROMO TRUJILLO

Director General del Instituto
Nacional De Pesca

México, D.F.



Emma Maria Jose RODRIGUEZ
SIFUENTES

Ministro

Representante Permanente Alterna
de México

Representacion Permanente ante
la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 3460845154

Fax: (+39) 06 4403876

E-mail: erodriguez@emexitalia.it

Benito Santiago JIMENEZ
SAUMA

Representante Alterno de México

Representacion Permanente ante
la FAO

Roma, Italia

Armando CASTRO REAL

Presidente De La Confederacion
Nacional

Cooperativa Pesquera

Antonio GARZA DE YTA
Director General
Ordenamiento

Conapesca

México

MOROCCO/MAROC/
MARRUECOS

Hassan ABOUYOUB H.

Ambassadeur

Représentant permanent du
Royaume du Maroc aupres de la
FAO

Ambassade du Royaume du Maroc

Rome, Italie

Zakia DRIOUICH

Secrétaire générale

Département de la péche maritime

Département de la péche maritime

Ministére de 'agriculture et de la
péche maritime

Rabat

Khouloud BOUGHLALA

KHOULOUD

Conseillere

Suppléant du Représentant
permanent du Royaume du Maroc
aupres de la FAO

Ambassade du Royaume du Maroc

Rome, Italie
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Ahmed JOUKER

Chef de la Division de la gestion
des accords de péche

Département de la péche maritime

Ministére de l'agriculture et de la
péche maritime

Rabat

Mohamed BEN BARI

Chef de I'Unité d'appui a la
coordination du contrle

Département de la péche maritime

Ministére de l'agriculture et de la
péche maritime

Rabat

Phone: (+212) 537688210

E-mail: benbari@mpm.gov.ma

Abdelmalek FARAJ
Directeur Général INRH

Adel LISSER

Agence Nationale pour le
développement de 1'aquaculture

Rabat

Youssef OUATI

Chef de la Division de la
coopération

Département de la péche maritime

Phone: (+212) 537688162

E-mail: y.ouati@mpm.gov.ma

MOZAMBIQUE

Mr Herminio TEMBE

Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

Phone: (+258) 21357100

E-mail: htembe@mozpesca.gov.mz

Carla Elisa Luis MUCAVI

Ambassador/Permanent
Representative

Embassy of the Republic of
Mozambique

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 37514675

Fax: (+39) 06 37514699

E-mail: sec@
ambasciatamozambico.it

Simedo LOPES

Director General of the National
Fisheries Administration

Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

E-mail: slopes@adnap.gov.mz;
slopes41@hotmail.com

Maria ASCENSAO PINTO

Director of National Fisheries
Authority

Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

Tomé Nhamadinha CAPECE

Director of Institute for
Development of Small-scale
Fisheries

Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

Angélica DENGO

Head of Department of Cooperation
Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

Inacio Tomas MUZIME

Alternate Representative

Embassy of the Republic of
Mozambique

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 37514675

Fax: (+39) 06 37514699

E-mail: sec@
ambasciatamozambico.it

NAMIBIA/NAMIBIE

Samuel Chief ANKAMA

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek

Phone: (+264) 612053005

E-mail: cankama@mfmr.gov.na;
cankama@yahoo.com

Ulitala HIVELUAH

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek

Peter AMUTENYA

Director of Fisheries Operations

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek

Christian BARTHOLOMAE

Deputy Director of Resource
Management

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek



Anna ERASTUS

Director of Policy, Planning and
Economics

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek

Moses MAURIHUNGIRIRE

Director of Aquaculture

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Windhoek

Olivia Ndapewa SHOOYA

Personal Assistant to the Permanent
Secretary

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine

Resources

Windhoek

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS/
PAISES BAJOS

Gerda VERBURG G.

Permanent Representative of the
Netherlands to the UN

Organizations for Food and
Agriculture

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5740306

E-mail: rof@minbuza.nl

Dirkjan VAN DER STELT

Senior Policy Advisor Fisheries

Fisheries Unit

Animal Supply Chain and Animal
Welfare Department

Directorate-General for Agro

Ministry of Economic Affairs

The Hague

Phone: (+31) 6185 96866

E-mail: d.j.vanderstelt@minez.nl

Wierish RAMSOEKH

Deputy Permanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the UN
Organizations for Food and
Agriculture

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5740306

E-mail: rof@minbuza.nl

Martijn ADELAAR

Alternate Permanent Representative
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
to the UN Organizations for Food
and Agriculture

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 5740306

E-mail: rof@minbuza.nl
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NEW ZEALAND/NOUVELLE-
ZELANDE/NUEVA ZELANDIA

Jane WILLING

International Fisheries Management
Director

Ministry for Primary Industries

Wellington

E-mail: Jane.Willing@mpi.govt.nz

Don JELLYMAN
Details not provided

Alexandra MACDONALD
Ministry for Primary Industries

NICARAGUA

Monica ROBELO RAFFONE

Embajadora

Representante Permanente ante la
FAO

Representacion Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 32110020

E-mail: embanicfao@
cancilleria.gob.ni

Rodolfo SANCHEZ
Director de Investigaciones
Pesqueras (INPESCA)
Phone: (+505) 22442460;
(+505) 22442503
E-mail: rsanchez@inpesca.gob.ni

Eleonora SALAMONE

Asistente

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica de Nicaragua ante
laFAO

Via Ruffini, 2/A

Roma, Italia

Junior Andres ESCOBAR

FONSECA

Agregado Técnico para Asuntos
de Cooperacion

Representante Permanente ante
la FAO

Representacion Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 32110020

E-mail: jescobar@cancilleria.gob.ni

NIGERIA/NIGERIA

Yaya Adisa Olaitan OLANIRAN

Nigeria Permanent Representative
to UN Agencies for Food and
Agriculture

Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 6875803

E-mail: nigeriapermrep@email.com

Cephas MONEKE

Deputy Director of Fisheries

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development

Abuja

Phone: (+234) 8063981667

E-mail: cephasmoneke@yahoo.com

NORWAY/NORVEGE/
NORUEGA

Vidar LANDMARK

Director General

E-mail: vidar-jarle.landmark@
nfd.dep.no

Asmund BJORDAL
Director
E-mail: aasmund.bjordal@imr.no

Kirsten BIORU
Senior Advisor
E-mail: kirsten.bjoru@norad.no

Aksel EIKEMO
Director of Department
E-mail: aksel.eikemo@fiskeridir.no

Alf Hakon HOEL
Research Director
E-mail: alf.haakon.hoel@imr.no

Svein JENTOFT
Professor
E-mail: svein.jentoft@uit.no

Terje LOBACH
Specialist Director
E-mail: terje.lobach@fiskeridir.no

Else Cathrine MARTENS

Senior Advisor

E-mail: Else.Cathrine.Martens@
mfa.no

Thord MONSEN

Head of Section

E-mail:
thord.monsen@fiskeridir.no



Silje REM
Senior Advisor
E-mail: silje.rem@nfd.dep.no

Marie Hilloy SOLHEIM

Advisor

E-mail: marie-hilloy.solheim@
nfd.dep.no

Dag Erling STAI
Deputy Director-General
E-mail: dag-erling.stai@nfd.dep.no

Yngve TORGERSEN

Deputy Director General

E-mail: yngve.torgersen@
nfd.dep.no

Johan H. WILLIAMS

Chair of the 31st Session of COFI

E-mail: Johan-H.Williams@
nfd.dep.no

OMAN/OMAN

Mohamed AL AMRY

Director

Office of Undersecretary for
Fisheries

Kadhim AL BAHRANI
Director of Fisheries Department
Saham Governorate

Hamed AL OUF

Under Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and for
Fisheries Wealth

Ahmed BAOMAR

Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome, Italy

Rasmi MAHMOUD

Coordinator with UN Agencies in
Rome

Permanent Representation to FAO

PAKISTAN/PAKISTAN

Tehmina JANJUA

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 36304736

Fax: (+39) 06 36301936

E-mail: agriwing@gmail.com
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Khalid MEHBOOB

Adviser

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 36304736

Fax: (+39) 06 36301936

E-mail: agriwing@gmail.com

Ahmad FAROOQ

Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome, Italy

PANAMA/PANAMA

Margarita QUINONES RUEDAS
Alternate Permanent Representative
Rome, Italy

Maria Giulia DE CASTRO
Pasante

PERU/PEROU/PERU

Paal PHUMPIU CHANG
Vice-Minister of Fisheries
Ministerio de la Produccion

Pedro REATEGUI GAMARRA

Encargado de Negocios

Representante Permanente Adjunto
ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

Stella CHIRINOS LLERENA

Representante Permanente Alterna
ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

PHILIPPINES/FILIPINAS

Asis PEREZ

Director

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources

Department of Agriculture

Lupino Jr. LAZARO

Deputy Permanent Representative

to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of the
Philippines

Rome, Italy

POLAND/POLOGNE/POLONIA

Leszek DYBIEC

Counsellor to the Minister

Fishery Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warsaw

Phone: (+48) 226232214

E-mail: leszek.dybiec@
minrol.gov.pl

Andrzej HALASIEWICZ

Minister Counsellor

Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Poland to FAO

Rome, Italy

Fax: (+39) 3384855278

E-mail: andrzej.halasiewicz@
msz.gov.pl

Marcin RUCINSKI

Counsellor

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Poland to the EU

Brussels

Phone: (+32) 27804217

Fax: (+32) 27804297

E-mail: marcin.rucinski@
msz.gov.pl

PORTUGAL

Edgar AFONSO

Direcao-Geral de Recursos
Naturais, Seguranca e Servicos
Maritimos

Lisboa

Phone: (+351) 914509780

Fax: (+351) 213035922

E-mail: eafonso@dgrm.mam.gov.pt

Luis DURAO

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Portugal to FAO

Embassy of Portugal

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3315006169

E-mail: ld@embportroma.it

QATAR

Tamader S. AL KHULEIFI
Third Secretary

Embassy of the State of Qatar
Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44249450
E-mail: tkhuleifi@mofa.gov.qa



REPUBLIC OF
KOREA/REPUBLIQUE DE
COREE/REPUBLICA DE
COREA

Tae Jin BANG

Director General

Fishery Policy Bureau

Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Phone: (+82) 442005410

Fax: (+82) 442005439

E-mail: gowithtj@korea.kr

Kukil CHOI

Senior Deputy Director
International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Sejong

Phone: (+82) 442005338

E-mail: galaxy038@naver.com

Sang-Go LEE

Professor

Department of Marine Business and
Economics

College of Fisheries Science

Pukyong National University

Busan

Phone: (+82) 516295955

E-mail: sglee@pknu.ac.kr

Hohyun CHOI

National Fisheries Products Quality
Management Service

Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries

Kyonggi-do

Kwangsuk OH

Director

Fisheries Resources Policy Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Sejong

Hyun Ju PARK

Manager of Public Relations
Division

Korea Fisheries Resources Agency
Seoul

ROMANIA/ROUMANIE/
RUMANIA

Alina POPESCU A.
Details not provided
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION/
FEDERATION DE RUSSIE/
FEDERACION DE RUSIA

Oleg LAPSHIN

Director

Kamchatka Research Institute of
Fisheries and Oceanography

(Kamchat NIRO)

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky

Phone: (+7) 4152412738

Fax: (+7) 4152412701

E-mail: kamniro@kamniro.ru

Kamil BEKYASHEV

Professor

Head of Department of
International Fisheries Law

Russian Federal Research Institute
of Fisheries and Oceanography

Moscow

Phone: (+7) 4992649387

Fax: +(7) 4992649187

E-mail: profbek@mail.ru

Alexander OKHANOV

Counselor of the Permanent

Mission of the Russian Federation
to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 90235744

Fax: (+39) 06 90235730

E-mail: rusfishfao@mail.ru

Olga SEDYKH

International Cooperation

Department of the Federal Agency
for Fisheries

Moscow

Phone: (+7) 4859870633

Fax: (+7) 4956289891

E-mail: so@fishcom.ru

Sergey SHIPULIN

Deputy Director

Caspian Fisheries Research
Institute (CaspNIIRKH)

Phone: (+7) 8512258636

Fax: (+7) 8512252581

E-mail: rocotl l @mail.ru

SAUDI ARABIA/ARABIE
SAOUDITE/ARABIA SAUDITA

Jaber bin Mohammed ALSHEHRI
Deputy Minister for Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture

Riyadh

Hussain Hajji AL NAZRY
Director-General

Management of Marine Fisheries
Department of Marine Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture

Riyadh

Phone: (+966) 114172000 (Ext.
4049)

E-mail: alnazry@hotmail.com
fishtrp@moa.gov.sa

Abdelaziz bin Abdallah AL
SHEHAB

Deputy Director General
Fisheries Research Centre
Ministry of Agriculture
Riyadh

SENEGAL/SENEGAL

Camille Jean Pierre MANEL

Directeur des péches maritimes

Ministére de la péche et des affaires
maritimes

Dakar

Phone: (+221) 338230137

Fax: (+221) 338230710

E-mail: cjpmanel@gmail.com

SEYCHELLES

Peter Andrew Guy SINON
Minister

Ministry of Natural Resources
Mahe

E-mail: peter.sinon@gov.sc

Roy CLARISSE

Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Seychelles Fishing Authority
Mahe

Phone: (+248) 4670300

Fax: (+248) 4224508

E-mail: royc@sfa.sc

SINGAPORE/SINGAPOUR/
SINGAPUR

Lai Kim TAN-LOW

Group Director Food Supply
Resilience

Agri-Food and Veterinary

Authority of Singapore

Phone: 96967233

E-mail: tan-low_lai kim@
ava.gov.sg



Huan Sein LIM

Director

Technology and Industry
Development

Agri-Food and Veterinary
Authority of Singapore

Phone: (+65) 63257323

E-mail: lim_huan_sein@ava.gov.sg

SLOVAKIA/SLOVAQUIE/
ESLOVAQUIA

Jan SUKOVSKY

Department of Animal Production

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development of the Slovak
Republic

E-mail: jan.sukovsky@land.gov.sk

Marieta OKENKOVA

Permanent Representative of
Slovakia to FAO

Embassy of the Slovak Republic in
Italy

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3393718432

E-mail: marieta.okenkova@mzv.sk

SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU
SUD/SUDAFRICA

Nomatemba TAMBO

Permanent Representative of South
Africa to the UN Organisations
based in Rome

Embassy of South Africa

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 85254207

Fax: (+39) 06 85304407

E-mail: ambasciatore@sudafrica.it

K. C. Mortimer MANNYA
Deputy Director General Fisheries
Management
Department of Agriculture,
Forestry
and Fisheries
Pretoria
Phone: (+27) 12 3196500
E-mail: MortimerM@daff.gov.za

Belemane SEMOLI

Director Aquaculture Research

Department of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

Pretoria

Phone: (+27) 214023534

E-mail: BelemaneS@daff.gov.za
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Moshibudi P. RAMPEDI

Alternate Permanent Representative
of South Africa to the UN
Agencies

Embassy of South Africa

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 85254239

Fax: (+39) 06 85300373

E-mail: agriculture@sudafrica.it

Marc JURGENS

Alternate Permanent Representative
of South Africa to the UN
Agencies

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 85254229

E-mail: JurgensM@dirco.gov.za

Zukiswa NKHEREANYE

Deputy Director

Fisheries International Relations

Department of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

Pretoria

Phone: (+27) 214023098

Fax: (+27) 214196942

E-mail: ZukiswaN@daff.gov.za

SPAIN/ESPAGNE/ESPANA

Carlos DOMINGUEZ DIAZ
Secretario General de Pesca
Ministerio de Agricultura,
Alimentacion y Medio Ambiente
Madrid

Phone: (+34)
913476010/11/13/14/15

Fax: (+34) 91347 6012

E-mail: sgpesmar@magrama.es

Aurora DE BLAS CARBONERO

Subdirectora General de Economia
Pesquera

Secretaria General de Pesca

Ministerio de Agricultura,
Alimentacion y Medio Ambiente

Madrid

Phone: (+34) 913473687

Fax: (+34) 913478445

E-mail: comerpm@magrama.es

Javier ELORZA CAVENGT
FRANCISCO J.

Embajador

Representante Permanente de
Espafia ante los Organismos de
Naciones Unidas

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 6876195

Fax: (+39) 06 6872256

E-mail: emb.roma@maec.es

Elias GUIA E.

Representante Permanente Alterno
de Espaiia ante la FAO y el PMA

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 6868662

Fax: (+39) 06 6873076

E-mail: eguia@magrama.es

Carmen Paz MARTI
DOMINGUEZ

Asesora

Subdireccion General de Acuerdos
y Organizaciones Regionales de
Pesca

Secretaria General de Pesca

Ministerio de Agricultura,
Alimentacion y Medio Ambiente

Madrid

Phone: (+34) 913476169

Fax: (+34) 913476037

E-mail: cmartido@magrama.es

Santiago MENENDEZ DE
LUARCA SANTIAGO

Representante Permanente Adjunto
de Espaiia ante la FAO y el PMA

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 6869539

Fax: (+39) 06 6873076

E-mail: smenendez@magrama.es

Carlos MORENO BLANCO

Subdirector General de Acuerdos y
Organizaciones Regionales de
Pesca

Secretaria General de Pesca

Ministerio de Agricultura,
Alimentacion y Medio Ambiente

Madrid

Phone: (+34) 913476040/41

Fax: (+34) 913476042

E-mail: orgmulpm@magrama.es

Isabel PARRA SANCHEZ

Jefe de Area de Gestion Actividad
Pesquera

Phone: (+34) 913476112

Fax: (+34) 913471512

E-mail: iparrasa@magrama.es

Amparo RAMBLA GIL
Consejera de Agricultura,
Alimentacion y Medio Ambiente
Embajada de Espaiia en Italia
Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 6869539

Fax: (+39) 06 6873076

E-mail: arambla@magrama.es



Francisco RECHE ANGULO
Asistente Técnico
Representacion Permanente de
Espafia ante la FAO y el PMA
Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 6878762

Fax: (+39) 06 6873076

E-mail:
franciscojesusreche@gmail.com

SRI LANKA

Rajitha SENARATNE

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development

Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development

Colombo

E-mail: drrajsenaratne@
hotmail.com

Jayantha CHANDRASOMA
Chairman

National Aquaculture Development
Authority of Sri Lanka

Colombo

Nawalage Bennet COORAY

Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to
FAO

Rome, Italy

D.W. JINADASA

Minister and Deputy Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to FAO
Rome, Italy

Sujatha SENARATNE

Private Secretary to the Minister

Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development

Colombo

Phone: (+94) 11777301868

E-mail: drrajsenaratne@
hotmail.com

Samararatne SUBASINGHE

Advisor

Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development

Colombo

Phone: (+94) 724663051

E-mail: drsuba@hotmail.com

SUDAN/SOUDAN/SUDAN

Abla MALIK OSMAN MALIK

Agricultural Counsellor

First Alternate Permanent
Representative to FAO
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SWEDEN/SUEDE/SUECIA

Karin VICTORIN

Deputy Director

Ministry for Rural Affairs

Stockholm

Phone: (+46) 705190225

E-mail: karin.victorin@
regeringskansliet.se

Andreas DAVELID

Trade Policy Analyst

Swedish Board of Agriculture

Jonkoping

E-mail: Andreas.Davelid@
jordbruksverket.se

Ylva MATTSSON

Senior Analyst

Swedish Agency for Marine and
Water Management

Goteborg

E-mail: ylva.mattsson@
havochvatten.se

Karin SJOLIN FRUDD

Head of International Affairs

Swedish Agency for Marine and
Water Management

Goteborg

E-mail: karin.sjolinfrudd@
havochvatten.se

Cecilia NORDIN VAN
GANSBERGHE

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO

Embassy of Sweden

Rome, Italy

E-mail: cecilia.nordin-van-
gansberghe@gov.se

Margareta ARNESSON-CIOTTI

Programme Officer

Embassy of Sweden

Rome, Italy

E-mail: margareta.arnesson-ciotti(@
gov.se

Liselott SCHWEITZ FELICI

Clerical Officer

Embassy of Sweden

Rome, Italy

E-mail: liselott.schweitz-felici@
gov.se

THAILAND/THAILANDE/
TAILANDIA

Waraporn PROMPOJ

Senior Expert on International
Fisheries Affairs

Department of Fisheries

E-mail: wprompoj@yahoo.com

Manoch ROONGRATRI

Director

Marine Fisheries Research and
Development Bureau

Department of Fisheries

Phone: (+66) 256205242

Fax: (+66) 2560543

E-mail: manochroo@yahoo.com

Malinee SMITHRITHEE

Director

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division

Department of Fisheries

Phone: (+66) 25798215

E-mail: malinee_pom@
hotmail.com

TOGO

Pakponedong ALI-TILOH

Premier Secrétaire

Chargée des dossiers de la FAO

Ambassade de la République
togolaise

Paris, France

Phone: (+33) 698405195

Fax: (+33) 143800605

E-mail: alitilohsyl@yahoo.fr

TONGA

Nunia MONE

Head of Fisheries

Fisheries Division

Nuku'alofa, Tonga

Phone: (+676) 21399

E-mail: nunia.mone@
tongafish.gov.to

TURKEY/TURQUIE/TURQUIA

Hilmi E. DEDEOGLU

Counsellor

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 445941

Fax: (+39) 06 4941526

E-mail: ambasciata.roma@
mfa.gov.tr



Ermin GURE

Counsellor

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 445941

Fax: (+39) 06 4941526

E-mail: ambasciata.roma@
mfa.gov.tr

Hasan Alper ELEKON

Agricultural Engineer

Department of Fisheries and
Control

Ministry of Food Agriculture and
Livestock

General Directorate of Fisheries
and Aquaculture

Ankara

Phone: (+90) 3122873360

E-mail: hasanalper.elekon@
tarim.gov.tr

Turgay TURKYILMAZ

Head of Department

Department of Fisheries and
Control

Ministry of Food Agriculture and
Livestock

General Directorate of Fisheries
and Aquaculture

Ankara

Phone: (+90) 3122864675

E-mail: turgay.turkyilmaz@
tarim.gov.tr

TUVALU

Semese ALEFAIO

Fisheries Officer Resource
Assessment Monitoring
Ministry of Natural Resources
Funafuti

E-mail: semese@tautai.com

Falasese TUPAU

Assistant Secretary

Ministry of Natural Resources
Vaiaku, Funafuti

Phone: (+688) 20160

E-mail: falasese@yahoo.com
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UGANDA/OUGANDA

Robert SABIITI

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Uganda to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of Uganda

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3351582795

Fax: (+39) 06 3213688

E-mail: rsabiiti@yahoo.com

UNITED KINGDOM/
ROYAUME-UNI/REINO
UNIDO

Malcolm LARGE

Head of International Trade and
Regions

E-mail: Malcolm.Large@
seafish.co.uk

UNITED REPUBLIC OF
TANZANIA/REPUBLIQUE-
UNIE DE TANZANIE/
REPUBLICA UNIDA DE
TANZANIA

Hosea Gonza MBILINYI

Director of Fisheries Development
Division

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
Development

Dar Es Salaam

Phone: (+255) 763743453

E-mail: hoseagonza86@gmail.com

James Alex MSEKELA

Ambassador

Embassy of the United Republic of
Tanzania

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 33485820

Fax: (+39) 06 33485828

E-mail: janmsekela@gmail.com

Salvator MBILINY]I

Minister Counsellor

Embassy of the United Republic of
Tanzania

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 33485820

Fax: (+39) 06 33485828

E-mail: salumbilinyi24@gmail.com

Ayoub MNDEME

Agriculture Attaché

Embassy of the United Republic of
Tanzania

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 33485820

Fax: (+39) 06 33485828

E-mail: mndemeay@gmail.com

Zahor Kassim EL KHAROUSY
Director General

Deep Sea Fishing Authority
Dar Es Salaam

Phone: (+255) 772011011
E-mail: zahorm@hotmail.com

Stephen LUKANGA

Zonal Officer-in-Charge

Fish Quality Control and Standards
Lake Victoria Zone

Mwanza

Phone: (+255) 754437234

E-mail: salukanga@yahoo.co.uk

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA/ETATS-UNIS
D'AMERIQUE/ESTADOS
UNIDOS DE AMERICA

Deirdre WARNER-KRAMER

Senior Foreign Affairs Officer

Office of Marine Conservation
(OES/OMC)

Department of State

Washington, DC

Phone: (+1) 2026472883

Fax: (+1) 2027367350

E-mail: warner-kramerdm(@
state.gov

Shannon DIONNE

Acting Deputy Director

Office of International Affairs

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)

Washington, DC

Phone: (+1) 2024826196

E-mail: shannon.dionne@noaa.gov

Rebecca DORSEY
Foreign Affairs Officer
OES/OMC

Department of State
Washington DC

Phone: (+1) 2026475808
Fax: (+1) 2027367350
E-mail: dorseyrj@state.gov



Emma HTUN

Foreign Affairs Fellow

Office of International Affairs
NOAA

Silver Spring, MD

Phone: (+1) 3014278361

Fax: (+1) 3017132313

E-mail: emma.htun@noaa.gov

Thor LASSEN

President

Ocean Trust International
Reston, VA

Phone: (+1) 7034341444
E-mail: tjlassen@yahoo.com

Gerald LEAPE

Senior Officer

International Marine Policy
Pew Environment Group
Washington, DC

Phone: (+1) 2028871346

Fax: (+1) 2025522299
E-mail: gleape@pewtrusts.org

Daniel SCHAEFFER

Chief

Fisheries and Protected Species
Enforcement

US Coast Guard

Washington DC

Phone: (+1) 2023722187

E-mail: daniel.e.schaeffer@
uscg.mil

Gregory SCHNEIDER

Senior International Trade
Specialist

Office of International Affairs
NOAA

Silver Spring, MD

Phone: (+1) 3014278378

Fax: (+1) 3017132313

E-mail: greg.schneider@noaa.gov

Russell SMITH

Deputy Assistant

Secretary for International Fisheries
NOAA

Washington, DC

Phone: (+1) 2024825682

E-mail: russell.smith@noaa.gov
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Dean SWANSON

Chief

International Fisheries Affairs
Division

Office of International Affairs

NOAA

Silver Spring, MD

Phone: (+1) 3014278380

Fax: (+1) 3017132313

E-mail: Dean.Swanson@noaa.gov

Gregory GROTH

First Secretary

Political Officer

US Mission to the UN Agencies
Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 46743500

Fax: (+39) 06 46743535

E-mail: USUNRome@State.Gov

URUGUAY

Daniel GILARDONI

Director General

Dir. Nacional de Recursos
Acuaticos

Ministerio de Ganaderia,
Agricultura y Pesca

Montevideo

Phone: (+598) 24092969

Fax: (+598) 24013216

E-mail: dgilardoni@dinara.gub.uy

Oscar PINEYRO

Representante Permanente Alterno

Embajada de Uruguay

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 4821776/7

Fax: (+39) 06 4823695

E-mail: oscar.pineyro@,
ambasciatauruguay.it

VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN
REPUBLIC OF)/'VENEZUELA
(REPUBLIQUE
BOLIVARIENNE DU)/
VENEZUELA (REPUBLICA
BOLIVARIANA DE)

Gladys Francisca URBANEJA
DURAN

Embajador y Representante
Permanente ante la FAO

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Bolivariana de

Venezuela ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 8081407

Fax: (+39) 06 80690022

E-mail: gladys.urbaneja@
gmail.com

Luis Alberto ALVAREZ FERMIN

Ministro Consejero

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 8081407

Fax: (+39) 06 80690022

E-mail: lualfel 9@gmail.com

Manuel Eduardo CLAROS

OVIEDO

Segundo Secretario

Representacion Permanente de la
Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela ante la FAO

Roma, Italia

Phone: (+39) 06 8081407

Fax: (+39) 06 80690022

E-mail: manuelclaros@gmail.com

VIET NAM

Thi Trang Nhung NGUYEN

Deputy Director

Department of Science

Technology and International
Cooperation, Directorate of
Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Hanoi

E-mail: trangnhungicd@gmail.com

Manh Cuong DOAN

Desk Officer

International Cooperation
Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural

Development

Hanoi

Ngoc Tuan PHAM

Department of Capture Fisheries
and Resources Protection

Directorate of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Hanoi

Thi Thu QUYNH NGUYEN

Counsellor

Deputy Permanent Representative

Embassy of Viet Nam in Rome

Rome, Italy

Phone: +393801905167

Fax: (+39) 06 66157520

E-mail: quynhntt@mofa.gov.vn;
nthuquynh@hotmail.com



YEMEN/YEMEN

Abdullah H. 0. AHMAD

Deputy Minister of Fish Wealth

E-mail: segreteria@
yemenembassy.it

Khalid A. AL-AKWA

Ambassador and Permanent
Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Yemen to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of Yemen

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44231679

(+39) 06 44233695

Fax: (+39) 06 44234763

E-mail: segreteria@
yemenembassy.it

Haytham A. SHOJA'AADIN

Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Yemen to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of Yemen

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44231679

Fax: (+39) 06 44234763

E-mail: segreteria@
yemenembassy.it

Abdullah N. AL-NA'AMI

Third Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Yemen to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of Yemen

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44231679

Fax: (+39) 06 44234763

E-mail: segreteria@
yemenembassy.it

Mahmoud M. AL-ASHWAL

Third Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative

Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Yemen to FAO

Embassy of the Republic of Yemen

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 44231679

Fax: (+39) 06 44234763

E-mail: segreteria@
yemenembassy.it
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ZAMBIA/ZAMBIE

Kayoya MASHUHWA

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
Embassy of the Republic of Zambia
Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3662761856

E-mail:
nkisumasuhwa@yahoo.com

Victoria MUSHIBWE

Counsellor

Embassy of the Republic of Zambia

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 3221655,
(+39) 06 36006903

Fax: (+39) 06 97613035

E-mail: zamrome@rdn.it;
info@zambianembassy.it

John MWANGO

Deputy Director Aquaculture

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock

Chilanga

Phone: (+260) 211278618

E-mail: jmwango60@gmail.com

Patrick NGALANDE

Director

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock

Chilanga

Phone: (+260) 211278418

E-mail: pngalande@yahoo.co.uk

David SHAMULENGE
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock

Lusaka, Zambia

ZIMBABWE

Shephard GWENZI

Minister Counsellor

Alternative Permanent
Representative

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 68308282

Fax: (+39) 06 68308324

E-mail: zimrome-wolit@tiscali.it

Placida Shuvai CHIVANDIRE

Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Embassy of Zimbabwe

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 68308282

Fax: (+39) 06 68308324

E-mail: zimrome-wolit@tiscali.it

ASSOCIATE MEMBER/
MEMBRE ASSOCIE/
MIEMBRO ASOCIADO

FAROE ISLANDS/ILES FEROE
(LES)/ISLAS FEROE

Kate SANDERSON

Head of Mission of the Faroes to
the EU

Phone: (+32) 477250160

E-mail: kates@tinganes.fo

Janet NORREGAARD
Advisor

Phone: (+298) 551035
E-mail: janetn@tinganes.fo

Jens Helgi TOFTUM

Advisor

Ministry of Fisheries

Phone: (+298) 553240

E-mail: Jens.Helgi. Toftum@fisk.fo

OBSERVERS FROM FAO
MEMBER NATIONS/OBSERVA-
TEURS D'ETATS MEMBRES DE
LA FAO/ OBSERVADORES DE
LOS ESTADOS MIEMBROS DE
LA FAO

GUINEA-BISSAU/GUINEE-
BISSAU

Gualdino AFONSO TE

Director of Service

Department of Artisanal Fisheries

Ministry of Fisheries

Bissau

Phone: (+245) 5313030

E-mail: gualdinoafonsote@
hotmail.com

M. Sebastiao PEREIRA

Director General

Industrial Fisheries

Ministry of Fisheries

Bissau

Phone: (+245) 6644028/5804791

E-mail: sebastiaopereira63@
gmail.com



LIBYA/LIBYE/LIBIA

Nureddine Abdusalam FARAJ

Member of the Committee on
GFCM

E-mail: nurabdala@live.co.uk

Elhadi E.E ELZENATI

Counsellor

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Libya to FAO

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 06 32609854

Fax: (+39) 06 3225438

E-mail: faoprlby@yahoo.com

Salem HAROUN

Agricultural Counsellor

Permanent Representation of Libya
to FAO

Rome, Italy

E-mail: faoprlby@yahoo.com

Jumaa Alshhab ALSEDIG

Member of the Committee on
Fisheries

E-mail: alsdeik@yahoo.com

Abdulsamed Omar
ABDULGHANI

Member of the Committee on
Fisheries

E-mail: abdal201219@yahoo.com

Mustafa Mohamed ABUSHALA
Office of International Cooperation
Ministry of Agriculture

Abdalla Abubaker ALHADJAIJI
International Cooperation
Ministry Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation
E-mail: haji288@yahoo.fr

MONTENEGRO/
MONTENEGRO

Aleksandar DRLJEVIC

First Counsellor

Deputy Permanent Representative
of Montenegro to FAO

Embassy of Montenegro

Rome

Phone: (+39) 06 88857745

Fax: (+39) 06 88857743

E-mail: montenegro-roma@libero.it

TAJIKISTAN/TADJIKISTAN/

TAYIKISTAN

Mohira RAHIMJONOVA

Head of Poultry, Fisheries and
Beekeeping Department

Ministry of Agriculture
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THE FORMER YUGOSLAV
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA/
L'EX-REPUBLIQUE
YOUGOSLAVE DE
MACEDOINE/LA EX
REPUBLICA YUGOSLAVA
DE MACEDONIA

Elisaveta PANOVSKA

Alternate Permanent Representative

Chargé d'affaires a.i.

Permanent Representation to FAO

Embassy of the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia to the
Holy See

Rome, Italy

Phone: (+39) 3885775788

Fax: (+39) 06 634826

E-mail: panovskaeli@yahoo.com

HOLY SEE/SAINT-
SIEGE/SANTA SEDE

S.E. Mons. Luigi TRAVAGLINO
Observateur Permanent du Saint-
Siege aupres de la FAO

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 69887234

Fax: (+39) 06 69887195

E-mail: osserfao@mbhsfao.va

Vincenzo BUONOMO

Bureau de I'Observateur Permanent
du Saint-Si¢ge aupres de la FAO

Rome, Italie

Phone: (+39) 06 69887234

Fax: (+39) 06 69887195

E-mail: osserfao@mbhsfao.va

Salvatore CAVALLO

Bureau de I'Observateur Permanent
du Saint-Siege aupres de la FAO

Phone: (+39) 06 69887234

Fax: (+39) 06 69887195

E-mail: osserfao@mbhsfao.va

REPRESENTATIVES OF
UNITED NATIONS,
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND RELATED
ORGANIZATIONS/
REPRESENTANTS DES
NATIONS UNIES, DES
INSTITUTIONS
SPECIALISEES ET AUTRES
ORGANISATIONS/
REPRESENTANTES DE
NACIONES UNIDAS,
ORGANISMOS
ESPECIALIZADOS Y
ORGANIZACIONES
ASOCIADAS

CONVENTION ON
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF
WILD FAUNA AND
FLORA/CONVENTION SUR
LE COMMERCE
INTERNATIONAL DES
ESPECES DE FAUNE ET DE
FLORE SAUVAGES
MENACEES D'EXTINCTION/
CONVENCION SOBRE EL
COMERCIO
INTERNACIONAL DE
ESPECIES AMENAZADAS DE
FAUNA Y FLORA
SILVESTRES

David W. MORGAN

Chief Scientific Service Team
Geneva, Switzerland

Phone: (+41) 229178123
E-mail: david.morgan@cites.org

Johnerik Linder SCANLON
Secretary-General CITES
Geneva, Switzerland

Phone: (+41) 229178119
E-mail: john.scanlon@cites.org

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
FACILITY/FONDS POUR
L'ENVIRONNEMENT
MONDIAL/FONDO PARA EL
MEDIO AMBIENTE MUNDIAL

Nicole GLINEUR

Program Manager Natural
Resources

Washington DC, USA

Phone: (+1) 2024732512

E-mail: nglineur@thegef.org

Charlotte GOBIN
Details not provided



INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANIZATION/
ORGANISATION
INTERNATIONALE DU
TRAVAIL/ORGANIZACION
INTERNACIONAL DEL
TRABAJO

Jean-Marie KAGABO
Details not provided

Brandt WAGNER
Details not provided

UNITED NATIONS DIVISION
FOR OCEAN AFFAIRS AND
THE LAW OF THE SEA

Michele AMERI

Legal Officer

UN-HQ

New York, USA

Phone: (+1) 9173673085
E-mail: amerim@un.org

WORLD BANK
GROUP/GROUPE DE LA
BANQUE MONDIALE/GRUPO
DEL BANCO MUNDIAL

Timothy BOSTOCK

Senior Fisheries Specialist
Washington DC, USA

E-mail: tbostock@worldbank.org

Randall BRUMMETT

Senior Fisheries Specialist
Washington DC, USA

Phone: (+1) 2024732853

E-mail: rbrummett@worldbank.org

Stephen CUNNINGHAM
Consultant - IDDRA

Fisheries Economist
Montpellier, France

Phone: (+33) 467596967
E-mail: cunningham@jiddra.org

Gordon MUNRO
Consultant/Fisheries Economist
Vancouver, Canada

Phone: (+1) 6048925452
E-mail: gmunro@mail.ubc.ca
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WORLD TRADE
ORGANIZATION/
ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DU COMMERCE/
ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL
DEL COMERCIO

Clarisse MORGAN
Counsellor

OBSERVERS FROM
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS/
OBSERVATEURS
D'ORGANISATIONS
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES/
OBSERVADORES DE LAS
ORGANIZACIONES
INTERGUBERNAMENTALES

AFRICAN UNION/UNION
AFRICAINE/UNION
AFRICANA

Mohamed SEISAY

Senior Fisheries Officer

Nairobi, Kenya

Phone: (+254) 203674201

E-mail: mohamed.seisay(@
au-ibar.org

AGREEMENT ON THE
CONSERVATION OF
ALBATROSSES AND
PETRELS

Warren PAPWORTH

Executive Secretary

Tasmania, Australia

Phone: (+61) 362333123

Fax: (+61) 362335497

E-mail: warren.papworth@
acap.org

AQUACULTURE NETWORK
FOR THE AMERICAS/RED
DE ACUICULTURA DE LAS
AMERICAS

Joan Felipe NOGUEIRA MATIAS
Executive Secretary

Brasilia DF, Brasil

Phone: (+55) 6181423355

E-mail: felipe.matias@fao.org

ATLANTIC AFRICA
FISHERIES CONFERENCE:
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
ON FISHERIES
COOPERATION AMONG
AFRICAN STATES
BORDERING THE ATLANTIC
OCEAN (ATLAFCO)/
CONFERENCE
MINISTERIELLE SUR LA
COOPERATION
HALIEUTIQUE ENTRE LES
ETATS AFRICAINS
RIVERAINS DE L'OCEAN
ATLANTIQUE (COMHAFAT)

Abdelouahed BENABBOU
Executive Secretary

Rabat, Morocco

Phone: (+212) 530774221
E-mail: benabbou@combhafat.org

Abdennaji LAAMRICH
Adviser/Program Manager
Rabat, Morocco

Phone: (+212) 661224794
E-mail:
laamrich_naji@comhafat.org

BAY OF BENGAL
PROGRAMME

Yugraj Singh YADAVA

Director

Phone: (+91) 4424936188

E-mail: yugraj.yadava@
bobpigo.org

BENGUELA CURRENT
COMMISSION/COMMISSION
DU COURANT DE
BENGUELA/COMISION DE
LA CORRIENTE DE
BENGUELA

Hashali HAMUKUAYA
Details not provided

COMISION TECNICA MIXTA
DEL FRENTE MARINO

Ramiro SANCHEZ

Technical Secretary

Phone: (+598) 29161973

Fax: (+598) 29161578

E-mail: rsanchez@ctmfm.org:
secreteriatecnica@ctmfm.org;
sanchez.ramiro@speedy.com.ar



COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE
DU BETAIL, DE LA VIANDE
ET DES RESSOURCES
HALIEUTIQUES

Dieudonne KISSIEKIAOUA
Adjoint Executive Secretary
N'djamena, Tchad

Phone: (+235) 68262615
E-mail: kissiekiaouad@yahoo.fr

Gabriel NGOMA

CEBEVIRHA

Phone: (+235) 66276805

E-mail: ngoma.gabriel@hotmail.fr

COMMISSION FOR INLAND
FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE OF LATIN
AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN/COMISION DE
PESCA CONTINENTAL Y
ACUICULTURA PARA
AMERICA LATINA Y EL
CARIBE

Alejandro FLORES

Oficial Principal de Pesca
Secretario de la COPESCAALC
Phone: (+56) 2 29232170
E-mail: alejandro.flores@fao.org

COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF
ANTARCTIC MARINE
LIVING RESOURCES/
COMMISSION POUR LA
CONSERVATION DE LA
FAUNE ET DE LA FLORE
MARINES DE
L'ANTARCTIQUE/COMISION
PARA LA CONSERVACION
DE LOS RECURSOS
MARINOS VIVOS DEL
ANTARTICO

Andrew WRIGHT

Executive Secretary

Tasmania, Australia

Phone: (+61) 362101111

E-mail: andrew.wright@ccamlr.org
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COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF
SOUTHERN BLUEFIN
TUNA/COMMISSION POUR
LA CONSERVATION DU
THON ROUGE DU SUD/
COMISION PARA LA
CONSERVACION DEL ATUN
DEL SUR

Robert KENNEDY
Executive Secretary
Canberra, Australia

Phone: (+61) 262828396
E-mail: rkennedy@ccsbt.org

Chia Chi FU
Phone: (+61) 262828396
E-mail: skkppev@gmail.com

COMMISSION REGIONALE
DES PECHES DU GOLFE DE
GUINEE (COREP)

Emile ESSEMA

Executive Secretary
Libreville, Gabon

Phone: (+241) 01741631
E-mail: sg_corep@yahoo.fr

EUROFISH

Aina AFANASJEVA

Director

Copenhagen, Denmark

Phone: (+45) 33377768

E-mail: aina.afanasjeva@
eurofish.dk

FISHERIES COMMITTEE
FOR THE WEST CENTRAL
GULF OF GUINEA

Seraphin DEDI NADJE
Secretary General

E-mail: sdedi.nadje@yahoo.fr

INDIAN OCEAN TUNA

COMMISSION/COMMISSION

DES THONS DE L'OCEAN
INDIEN/COMISION DEL
ATUN PARA EL OCEANO
INDICO

Rondolph Joseph PAYET
Executive Secretary

Victoria, Seychelles

Phone: (+248) 4225494

E-mail: rondolph.payet@iotc.org

INTER-AMERICAN
TROPICAL TUNA
COMMISSION/COMMISSION
INTERAMERICAINE DU
THON TROPICAL/COMISION
INTERAMERICANA DEL
ATUN TROPICAL

Guillermo COMPEAN
Director of Investigation

La Jolla, USA

Phone: (+1) 8585467100
Fax: (+1) 8585467133
E-mail: gcompean@iattc.org

Jean Francois PULVENIS
Senior Policy Advisor

La Jolla, USA

Phone: (+1) 8585467028
Fax: (+1) 8585467133
E-mail: jpulvenis@iattc.org

INTERGOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION FOR
MARKETING INFORMATION
AND COOPERATION
SERVICES FOR FISHERY
PRODUCTS IN AFRICA/
ORGANISATION
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE
D'INFORMATION ET DE
COOPERATION POUR LA
COMMERCIALISATION DES
PRODUITS DE LA PECHE EN
AFRIQUE ORGANIZACION/
INTERGUBERNAMENTAL DE
INFORMACION Y
COOPERACION PARA LA
COMERCIALIZACION DE
LOS PRODUCTOS
PESQUEROS EN AFRICA

Mohamed EL MALAGUI

Director

INFOPECHE

Phone: (+225) 20218980;

20213198; 20215775

E-mail: infopeche@aviso.ci;
elmalagui@hotmail.fr



INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF
ATLANTIC TUNAS/
COMMISSION
INTERNATIONALE POUR LA
CONSERVATION DES
THONIDES DE
L'ATLANTIQUE/COMISION
INTERNACIONAL PARA LA
CONSERVACION DEL ATUN
DEL ATLANTICO

Driss MESKI

Executive Secretary

Madrid, Spain

Phone: (+34) 914165600
E-mail: driss.meski@iccat.int

INTERNATIONAL
MONITORING, CONTROL
AND SURVEILLANCE (IMCS)
NETWORK

Victor KARGBO

Special Consultant

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Sierra Leone

Phone: (+232) 76576417

E-mail: kargbovictorh@
yahoo.co.uk

Harm KOSTER

Executive Director
Washington DC, USA

Phone: (+1) 2023381300
E-mail: hkoster@@imcsnet.org

Ida KUSUMA
WARDHANINGSIH

Executive Committee Member
Jakarta, Indonesia

Phone: (+62) 213519070 (Ext.
6066)

E-mail: idakusumaw(@gmail.com

Cephas RALPH

Chairman

Washington DC, USA
Phone: (+1) 2023381300
E-mail: cralph@imcsnet.org

Pedro RODRIGUES

Special consultant

Washington DC, USA

Phone: (+1) 2023381300

E-mail: rodrigues_pedro@
gmail.com
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Melinda SOFFER
Director of Finance and
Administration
Washington, DC, USA
Phone: (+1) 2023381300
E-mail: msoffer@igsd.org

Elise STULL

Interim Network Coordinator
Washington DC, USA
Phone: (+1) 2023381300
E-mail: estull@imcsnet.org

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL
FOR THE LAW OF THE
SEA/TRIBUNAL
INTERNATIONAL DU DROIT
DE LA MER/TRIBUNAL
INTERNACIONAL DEL
DERECHO DEL MAR

Yara SAAB

Associate Legal Officer
Hamburg, Germany
Phone: (+49) 4035607228
E-mail: saab@itlos.org

LAKE TANGANYIKA
AUTHORITY/AUTORITE DU
LAC TANGANYIKA

Kaitira Ibrahim KATONDA
Director of Fisheries
Bujumbura

Burundi

MEKONG RIVER
COMMISSION/COMMISSION
DU MEKONG/

COMISION DEL RiO
MEKONG

Nam SO

Programme Coordinator
Fisheries Programme

MRCS in Phnom Penh

Phone: (+855) 23425353 (Ext.
3059)

E-mail: sonam@mrcmekong.org

NETWORK OF
AQUACULTURE CENTRES IN
ASIA-PACIFIC

Cherdsak VIRAPAT

Director General

Bangkok, Thailand

Phone: (+66) 025611728

E-mail: cherdsak.viparat@
enaca.org

NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR
AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT

Philippe CACAUD

Adviser

Partnership for African Fisheries
Gaborone, Botswana

Phone: (+33) 616963628
E-mail: p.cacaud@ndfs.info

Sloans CHIMATIRO
Senior Fisheries Advisor
Midrand, South Africa
Phone: (+27) 112563600
E-mail: sloansc@nepad.org

Sandy DAVIES

Coordinator

Partnership for African Fisheries
Gaborone, Botswana

Phone: (+267) 3926298

E-mail: sdavies@ndfs.info

Mamane Tahir NA-ANDI
Expert in Fisheries

Ndjamena, Tchad

Phone: (+235) 63973294
E-mail: mtnandi3@yahoo.com

Haladou SALHA
Details not provided

Kristin VON KISTOWSKI
Adviser

Partnership for African Fisheries
Phone: (+49) 1719508463
E-mail: kristin@kistowski.de

NORDIC COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS/CONSEIL
NORDIQUE DES
MINISTRES/CONSEJO
NORDICO DE MINISTROS

Geir ODDSSON

Senior Adviser Fisheries
Nordic Council of Ministers
Kobenhavn, Denmark
Phone: (+45) 29692932
E-mail: geod@norden.org



NORTH ATLANTIC MARINE
MAMMAL COMMISSION/
COMMISSION DES
MAMMIFERES MARINS DE
L'ATLANTIQUE NORD/
COMISION DE LOS
MAMIFEROS MARINOS
PARA EL ATLANTICO DEL
NORTE

Charlotte WINSNES

Deputy Secretary

Tromso, Norway

Phone: (+47) 77687371
E-mail: charlotte@nammco.no

NORTH EAST ATLANTIC
FISHERIES COMMISSION/
COMMISSION DES PECHES
DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD-
EST/COMISION DE
PESQUERIAS DEL
ATLANTICO NORDESTE

Stefan ASMUNDSSON
Secretary

London, United Kingdom
Phone: (+44) 2076310016
Fax: (+44) 2076369225
Email: stefan@neafc.org

NORTH PACIFIC
ANADROMOUS FISH
COMMISSION/COMMISSION
DES POISSONS ANADROMES
DU PACIFIQUE NORD/
COMISION DE PECES
ANADROMOS DEL PACIFiCO
SEPTENTRIONAL

Vladimir RADCHENKO
Executive Director
Vancouver BC

Canada

Phone: (+1) 6047755550
E-mail: virad@npafc.org

NORTHWEST ATLANTIC
FISHERIES ORGANIZATION/
ORGANISATION DES
PECHES DE L'ATLANTIQUE
NORD-OUEST/
ORGANIZACION DE
PESQUERIAS DEL
ATLANTICO NOROESTE

Fred KINGSTON
Executive Secretary
Nova Scotia, Canada
Phone: (+1) 9024685538
E-mail: info@nafo.int
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ORGANIZACION DEL
SECTOR PESQUERO Y
ACUICOLA DEL ISTMO
CENTROAMERICANO

Mario GONZALEZ RECINOS
Director Regional

San Salvador, El Salvador
E-mail: mgonzalez@sica.int

ORGANIZATION FOR
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT/
ORGANISATION DE
COOPERATION ET DE
DEVELOPPEMENT
ECONOMIQUES/
ORGANIZACION PARA LA
COOPERACION Y EL
DESARROLLO ECONOMICOS

Roger MARTINI

Senior Fisheries Policy Analyst
Paris, France

Phone: (+33) 145241740
E-mail: roger.martini@oecd.org

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM
FISHERIES AGENCY/
ORGANISME DES PECHES
DU FORUM DU PACIFIQUE/
ORGANISMO DE PESCA DEL
FORO PARA EL PACIFICO

James MOVICK
Director-General

Honiara, Solomon Islands
Phone: (+677) 21124

E-mail: james.movick@ffa.int

Pio MANOA

Legal Advisor

Honiara, Solomon Islands
Phone: (+677) 21124
E-mail: pio.manoa@ffa.int

PERMANENT COMMISSION
FOR THE SOUTH
PACIFIC/COMMISSION
PERMANENTE DU
PACIFIQUE SUD/COMISION
PERMANENTE DEL
PACIFICO SUR

Marisol AGUERO COLUNGA
Directora de Asuntos Juridicos y
Politica Maritima Internacional
Phone: (+593) 42221202 (Ext.11)
E-mail: maguero@cpps-int.org

Marcelo NILO GATICA

Director de Asuntos Cientificos y
Recursos Pesqueros

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Phone: (+593) 42221202 ext 108

E-mail: mnilo@cpps-int.org

Julian REYNA MORENO
Secretary General

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Phone: (+593) 42221202 ext 101
E-mail: sgeneral@cpps-int.org

SOUTH EAST ATLANTIC
FISHERIES ORGANIZATION/
ORGANISATION DES
PECHES DE L'ATLANTIQUE
DU SUD-EST/ORGANIZACION
PESQUERA DEL ATLANTICO
MERIDIONAL ORIENTAL

Ben VAN ZYL

Executive Secretary
Swakop, Namibia

Phone: (+264) 811220059
E-mail: bvanzyl@seafo.org

SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
ORGANISATION

Robin ALLEN

Executive Secretary

Wellington, New Zealand

Phone: (+64) 44999889

E-mail: robin.allen@
southpacificrfmo.org

SOUTHEAST ASIAN
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT
CENTER/CENTRE DE
DEVELOPPEMENT DES
PECHES DE L'ASIE DU SUD-
EST/CENTRO DE
DESARROLLO DE LA PESCA
EN ASIA SUDORIENTAL

Chumnarn PONGSRI
Secretary-General
Bangkok, Thailand
Phone: (+66) 29406326
E-mail: sg@seafdec.org

Hajime KAWAMURA
Deputy Secretary-General
Bangkok, Thailand
Phone: (+66) 29406326
E-mail: dsg@seafdec.org



Somboon SIRIRAKSOPHON
Policy and Program Coordinator
Phone: (+66) 29406326

E-mail: somboon@seafdec.org

SUB-REGIONAL FISHERIES
COMMISSION

Marieme Diagne TALLA
Secrétaire Permanent par Interim
Phone: (+33) 8640475

E-mail: masodiagne@yahoo.fr;

spesrp@spesrp.org

Hamady DIOP

Chef du Département recherche et

systémes d'information

Phone: (+33) 8650475

E-mail: hamady.diop@gmail.com;
hamady.diop@spcsrp.org

Demba Yeum KANE
Coordinateur régional PRAO
Phone: (+33) 8640475

E-mail: demba.kane@spcsrp.org

OBSERVERS FROM
INTERNATIONAL NON-
GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS/
OBSERVATEURS DES
ORGANISATIONS NON-
GOUVERNEMENTALES
INTERNATIONALES/
OBSERVADORES DE LAS
ORGANIZACIONES NO-
GUBERNAMENTALES

ACTION AID

Shameem SHEIK DASTAGIR
Project Manager

ACTION AID India

Bangalore, India

Phone: (+91) 8043650650

E-mail: shameem.s@actionaid.org

AFRICAN CONFEDERATION
OF ARTISANAL FISHING
PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS/
CONFEDERATION
AFRICAINE DES
ORGANISATIONS/
PROFESSIONNELLES DE
PECHE ARTISANALES

Sid Ahmed ABEID

Président

Mauritanie

Phone: (+222) 36360087
E-mail: abeid11957@hotmail.fr
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Micheline DION SOMPLEHI
Vice-Président
FENACOPECI

Abidjan, Céte D'Ivoire
Phone: (+225) 06011602
E-mail: avepffa@yahoo.fr

Dawda FODAY SAINE
Treasurer

Banjul, Gambia

E-mail: dawda_saine@yahoo.com

Gaoussou GUEYE

General Secretary

Tibour, Senegal

E-mail: gaoussoug@gmail.com

BIRDLIFE
INTERNATIONAL/BIRDLIFE
INTERNACIONAL

Cleo SMALL

Head

BirdLife International Marine
Programme

United Kingdom

Phone: (+44) 01767 693586

COALITION FOR FAIR
FISHERIES
AGREEMENTS/COALITION
POUR DES ACCORDS DE
PECHE EQUITABLES/
COALICION POR ACUERDOS
DE PESCA EQUITATIVOS

Jedna DEIDA

Journalist

Nouakchott, Mauritania

Phone: (+222) 36306337
E-mail: jednadeida@yahoo.com

Kai KASCHINSKI

Chairman

Fair Oceans Germany
Bremen, Germany

Phone: (+49) 15229517004
E-mail: fair-oceans@gmx.info

Inoussa MAIGA

Journalist

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
Phone: (+226) 76025303
E-mail: maiga.inou@gmail.com

Francisco Jos¢é MARI LOPEZ
Senior Policy Advisor

Fisheries and Agritrade

Berlin, Germany

Phone: (+49) 30652111822
E-mail: francisco.mari@brot-fuer-
die-welt.de

Papa Adama MBODJI
Journalist

Dakar, Senegal

Phone: (+221) 776534924
E-mail: adamambodj@yahoo.fr

Anaid PANOSSIAN

Adviser

CFFA

Rabat, Morocco

Phone: (+32) 26525201,
(+212) 642491400

E-mail: anaid.pannosian(@
gmail.com

CONSERVATION
INTERNATIONAL/
CONSERVACION
INTERNACIONAL

Lawrence CONNELL
Director Multilateral Relations
Arlington VA, USA

ECUADORIAN CHAMBER OF
TUNA INDUSTRIES AND
PROCESSORS/CAMERA
ECUATORIANA DE
INDUSTRIALES Y
PROCESADORES ATUNEROS

Monica MALDONADO
Directora Ejecutiva de CEIPA
Quito

Olmedo ZAMBRANO

Vicepresidente del Directorio de
CEIPA

Quito

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE
FUND

Thomas GRASSO
Senior Advisor
Washington DC, USA
Phone: (+1) 9172248936
E-mail: tgrasso@edf.org

Jessica LANDMAN
Senior Project Director
Washington DC, USA
Phone: (+1) 3013124193
E-mail: jlandman@edf.org



ENVIRONMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT ACTION IN
THE THIRD WORLD/
ENVIRONNEMENT ET
DEVELOPPEMENT DU
TIERS-MONDE/MEDIO
AMBIENTE Y DESARROLLO
DEL TERCER MUNDO

Papa Gora NDIAYE
Executive Director
ENDA/REPAO

Dakar, Senegal

Phone: (+221) 338252787

GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE
SEAFOOD INITIATIVE

Kevern COCHRANE

Chair of the Steering Board
Noordhoek, South Africa

Phone: (+27) 721039547

E-mail: kevern.cochrane@fao.org

Friederike SORG
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APPENDIX D

Opening statement by Mr José Graziano da Silva
Director-General of FAO

Mr. Johan Williams, Chairperson of the 31st Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries
Your Excellencies Ministers,

Your Excellencies Vice-Ministers, Deputy Ministers and State Ministers

Mr Koji Sekimizu, Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization
Distinguished Delegates,

Colleagues from FAO and the United Nations

Non-state actors,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor to welcome you to this session of COFI, one day after the celebration of
Oceans Day.

First of all, let me begin by saying that I have just met this morning the Secretary-General
of IMO. We discussed how to strengthen our collaboration, in particular, the implementation
of the Torremolimos Protocol and the Cape Town Agreement of safety on fishing vessels.

I agreed with the Secretary General that although this instrument is an IMO convention,
FAO and the fishing industry can help a lot in its implementation.

Ladies and gentlemen,

COFT is a privileged forum for a high-level debate on fisheries and aquaculture. This is a
needed discussion to ensure that we work together towards food security and nutrition for all
and a sustainable development.

When this Committee last met in 2012, FAO was embarking on a strategic thinking
process.

This was part of a broader effort to transform FAO into an organization that is fitter, leaner,
more focused and responsive to its Members, and better prepared to help you overcome today’s
challenges.

Two years ago, | explained why we needed this change. We presented our proposals. We
heard your guidance. And we brought your inputs into the wider discussion that took place in
all Governing Bodies of FAO to review our Strategic Framework and build our current Program
of Work and Budget.
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Today, I am pleased to say that last year’s FAO Conference gave its consensus approval
of the framework and our PWB.

And all five Regional conferences we had in 2014 endorsed the PWB, including 15
regional initiatives that are its main delivery instruments.

There are two points that | would like to highlight to you about this process.

First point: we sharpened our focus on five strategic objectives. Let me list them:
First, ending hunger and malnutrition;

Second, promoting sustainable food production and natural resources management;
Third, reducing rural poverty;

Fourth, improving food systems;

And, fifth, building resilience in rural areas.

An additional sixth objective guarantees the technical quality of our work and the delivery
of our normative functions.

Second point that I would like to highlight: we are focusing on results. Our PWB is built
to deliver concrete results and services to our Members.

The importance of fisheries and aquaculture is reflected throughout our program of work.
It is an integral part of our efforts to achieve food security and sustainable development.

Fisheries and aquaculture give a central contribution to food security and nutrition. In
average, it provides 17 percent of the animal protein that we consume.

This share can exceed 50 percent in some Small Island Developing States (the SIDS) and
Asian countries. In these countries, for centuries fish has been a central element of local diets
and their economies.

And, especially in the SIDS, food security and sustainable development depend on the
vitality of our oceans and fish stocks.

Overfishing, pollution and climate change are putting this vitality at risk. The impacts are
already evident. And the world’s poor, in rural and coastal areas, are among the most affected.

I want to stress the urgency of individual and collective action to address climate change,
one of the most pressing challenges the world faces today.

FAO is already engaging countries at the national, regional and international levels to
respond. And, in this context, we welcome and support the process launched at the Rio+20
Conference to define the Sustainable Development Goals.
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The Blue Growth-Blue Economy concepts featured prominently at Rio+20. This debate
has gained momentum and will be high on the agenda of the UN Conference on SIDS, next
September, in Samoa, and that I plan to attend.

FAO has been an active participant in this debate. We have also incorporated this issue in
our work through the Blue Growth Initiative within the Members-approved strategic framework.

The Blue Growth Initiative falls within our Second Strategic Objective, which focuses on
sustainability.

However, it is designed in a way that contributes to reaching all five strategic objectives
you have defined as priority for FAO.

This initiative aims to ensure the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to food security
and nutrition in a sustainable way. That is: preserving our natural resources and their
ecosystems, respecting local needs and realities, and being socially inclusive.

We will help countries scale up successful initiatives and identify solutions that can be
customized to respond to similar challenges in other contexts.

This is important because there is no one size fits all solution. Action needs to respond to
local needs and realities.

The Blue Growth Initiative will help us realize the full potential that fisheries and
aquaculture play in global, national and local economies.

Livelihoods of 12 percent of the world’s population depend on this sector. In particular,
small-scale fisheries are the source of employment for more than 90 percent of the world’s
capture fishers and fish workers, about half of whom are women.

Small-scale fisheries also contribute more than half of the world’s marine and inland fish
catches.

However, at the same time that small-scale fishers supply most of the fish consumed in
the developing world, many of their families are food-insecure themselves.

This is a paradox that we are working together to overcome and that does not affect only
small-scale fishers.

Throughout the world, poor farmers, peasants, indigenous peoples, traditional
communities, fisher folk, pastoralists, wood collectors and many others face the same
precarious situation.

For a long time they were considered part of the hunger problem. But that could not be
further than the truth. They are an integral part of our efforts to reach sustainable food security.
They are not part of the problem; they are part of the solution.

That is why we are shining the spotlight on them in 2014, which has been declared the
International Year of Family Farming.
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And in this context, this week you have the opportunity to give an important boost to
small-scale fisheries.

I am hopeful that you will be able to overcome your differences, finalize and endorse the
draft text of the Voluntary Guidelines on Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries, that
follow the spirit of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure
approved in 2012 by the Committee on World Food Security.

I am confident that you will not leave the small-scale fishers without this important tool
that will help a lot in the implementation of national policies that can guarantee their survival
in the coming years.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The current state of world fisheries and aquaculture that will be presented shortly will set
the stage for your discussions.

You have a full agenda this week. Among the important issues you will discuss are the
implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and its related instruments.

You will also address aspects on combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing
and counter piracy measures.

To end, I want to mention again the importance of the guidelines for small-scale fisheries.
And make a plea for you to endorse the text. It will be a well-deserved gift in this International
Year for Family Farming.

I wish you all every success in your work today.

Thank you for your attention.
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APPENDIX E

Address by Mr Koji Sekimizu
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization

Ministers, Vice-Ministers, Ambassadors, Excellencies, Director General, distinguished
delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I am here with you today and I am particularly grateful to
Director-General Graziano da Silva for extending his personal invitation to me to join you and
to say a few words about a topic that is of fundamental importance; not only to the work of our
two agencies but in a far broader context.

It is a perfect opportunity, I think, not only to reflect on those areas of substantive work
that IMO and FAO share in common, but also to highlight the wider point that, as fellow
agencies within the United Nations family, FAO, IMO — and others — must spare no effort to
work together as one, and to deliver as one.

We have a duty to do this; we have an obligation to do this. But, much more than that, by
working together we can achieve so much more. In this global context, one plus one equals far
more than two!

If anybody is unsure as to the central part that fisheries and aquaculture are now playing
in the sustainability and development of mankind, a glance through the FAO report on the State
of World Fisheries and Aquaculture issued just last month would leave them in no doubt. As
the report highlights so clearly, there are some truly eye-opening figures. The share of fisheries
production used by humans for food has increased to a record high of more than
85 percent, or some 136 million tonnes, in 2012. At the same time, annual fish consumption
per capita has soared from 10 kg in the 1960s to more than 19 kg in 2012. Fish now accounts
for almost 17 percent of the global population’s intake of protein — and, in some coastal and
island countries it can rise above 70 percent; and the report estimates that fisheries and
aquaculture support the livelihoods of 10 to 12 percent of the world’s population.

All of which serves to reinforce our understanding that oceans, and fisheries, are
genuinely vital resources; and just how crucial it is that we protect them, preserve them, and
manage them. In this context, there is a vast amount of common ground — or perhaps I should
say common water — that unites us. Indeed, IMO and FAO — and others — have a long history
of strong cooperation and collaboration and there are many areas in which our work and yours
are clearly complementary.

We have, for example, placed a strong emphasis on efforts to improve safety within the
fishing sector. Taken on a global basis, the fishing industry does not have an acceptable safety
record; and, while there may be a number of factors that have contributed to this, there can be
no doubt that the lack of an effective, global regulatory regime has played a significant part.
Fishing vessels do not, generally, fall under the auspices of the primary safety instrument of
IMO, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) — an instrument that
has done so much to improve safety and reduce casualties and loss of life in the cargo and
passenger ship sectors.
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The Torremolinos Convention of 1977 and its subsequent Protocol of 1993 were adopted
to create international standards for fishing vessel safety, but neither has entered into force.
Two years ago, after five years of intensive discussion and preparation at IMO, the Cape Town
Agreement was adopted with the intention of rectifying this and I sincerely hope, in a year in
which IMO is placing special emphasis on the implementation of conventions, this instrument,
the Cape Town Agreement, will gain wide acceptance among States without further delay. It
should be remembered that the very idea of such an Agreement was first considered by a joint
FAO/IMO ad hoc working group on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing — an excellent
example of cooperation between FAO and IMO. I personally led the IMO team at that joint
working group and encouraged the group to activate a mechanism to create a new legal
instrument that took us five years to conclude.

At that time, [UU Fishing was still a serious issue for the global fishing sector that impacts
negatively on safety, on environmental issues, on conservation and on sustainability. In addition
to harming fish populations, such fishing creates unfair market competition for — and threatens
the livelihoods of — fishermen who follow sustainable practices.

Our two agencies have long seen this as an area of mutual interest where cooperation
takes place as very fruitful routine work. In December last year, a significant breakthrough was
made when the IMO Assembly adopted a resolution that allowed countries to extend the
application of the IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme to fishing vessels — thereby
enabling the IMO Number to be used as the Unique Vessel identifier in FAO’s Global Record
for fishing vessels. Your Committee, at its last session, recognized the necessity of such a key
component of the Global Record, and FAO, together with a number of IMO Member States and
the World Wide Fund for Nature, co-sponsored a proposal, which the IMO Assembly adopted.

It is a move that offers the potential for a new era of transparency in fisheries, making
control measures harder to circumvent and vessels more accountable and visible to fisheries
authorities and is, I think, a good example of the enhanced cooperation between our two
agencies.

If further proof is needed, another important outcome of this cooperation among UN
agencies has been the development of the three FAO/ILO/IMO instruments on the design,
construction and equipment of fishing vessels of all types and sizes.

As I mentioned a few moments ago, more people than ever before rely on fisheries and
aquaculture for food and as a source of income. The rapid expansion of aquaculture, including
the activities of small-scale farmers, is driving this growth in production. Indeed, fish farming
holds tremendous promise in responding to surging demand for food which is taking place due
to global population growth. But harmful practices and poor management threaten the sector’s
sustainability.

One of the major threats comes from the presence of invasive, alien species in local
ecosystems, introduced as a result of transfers of unmanaged ballast water and sediments from
ocean-going ships. This is now recognized as one of the greatest dangers to the ecological and
the economic well-being of the planet. The spread of invasive species is causing enormous
damage to biodiversity and the damage to the environment is often irreversible.

Shipping simply cannot avoid this issue, and IMO spent more than 10 years developing
the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and
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Sediments (otherwise known as the BWM Convention), a legal instrument to deal with it.
Another decade has passed since its adoption in 2004, but the instrument is now close to
satisfying the ratification criteria necessary for it to enter into force.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure all of you are aware that yesterday, 8 June, was World
Oceans Day. This annual event was officially recognized by a UN General Assembly resolution
passed in 2008, and provides a perfect opportunity to highlight and to reflect upon a resource
that supports global society in so many different ways. The world’s oceans provide raw
materials, energy, food, employment, a place to live, a place to relax and the means to transport
about 90 percent of global trade.

The fact that the world’s oceans are physically so connected with each other is a perfect
metaphor for the connected nature of the problems and challenges that they face. Our collective
work under the banner of the inter-agency collaboration mechanism UN-Oceans reflects this,
too. None of us can tackle ocean issues in isolation; that approach simply won’t work.

In this context, I should specifically like to mention GESAMP, the Joint Group of Experts
on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection, which has been long
administered by IMO. FAO had been a sponsoring organization of GESAMP since its inception
in 1969. I should very much like to see FAO continue its involvement and participation in
GESAMP, as I have no doubt that, given recent emerging issues such as microplastics in the
marine environment, the important work of this group would be greatly strengthened by your
input.

And GESAMP is just one good example; we should explore other ways to enhance our
cooperation and collaboration. Consider the Torremolinos Protocol and Cape Town Agreement
as another field in which our cooperation could be of great benefit. With its constituency of
national maritime administrations, IMO can adopt these safety regulations. But, to promote
ratification of the Cape Town Agreement, we need good understanding and support from the
fishing industry. This is an area where FAQO, and national agencies that support FAO, could
make significant contributions.

We might even seek support from the research and academic communities dealing with
ocean issues, such as the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. The real
point is that, although the instrument was adopted by IMO, all UN agencies that deal with ocean
issues can, and should, encourage governments to ratify the Cape Town Agreement.

IMO and FAO should seek to enhance their collaboration still further. Such collaboration
would be beneficial to both agencies. For example, IMO is dealing with environmental issues
from a wide perspective, such as the designation of Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas, and could
facilitate FAO in seeking cooperation from the shipping industry on appropriate issues on its
own agenda.

There may be many fields of common interest. Indeed, in the search for greater
cooperation, [ believe it would be greatly beneficial if all the core agencies of the UN system
dealing with ocean-related issues could meet on a regular basis, at the highest level, to exchange
views, share information and explore common themes. Some sort of mechanism to enable such
collaboration would be an important step forward and very much in keeping with the concept
of the United Nations delivering as one.
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We cannot, we must not, work in silos, tackling issues from our own, separate standpoints.
We must recognize that so much of what we do has impacts elsewhere. Yes, we each have our
areas of specialization; but so many of the issues that we deal with cannot be poured simply
and easily into a single pot. Ocean issues are, by definition, global issues — cross-cutting issues
— and we must reflect this in the approach we take in tackling them. Cooperation and
collaboration are the way forward. By working together; by uniting around our common aims,
objectives, interests and responsibilities, we really can make a difference. We really can, deliver
as one.

Thank you.
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PREFACE

These Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of
Food Security and Poverty Eradication have been developed as a complement to the 1995 FAO
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code). They were developed to provide
complementary guidance with respect to small-scale fisheries in support of the overall
principles and provisions of the Code. Accordingly, the Guidelines are intended to support the
visibility, recognition and enhancement of the already important role of small-scale fisheries
and to contribute to global and national efforts towards the eradication of hunger and poverty.
The Guidelines support responsible fisheries and sustainable social and economic development
for the benefit of current and future generations, with an emphasis on small-scale fishers and
fish workers and related activities and including vulnerable and marginalized people promoting
a human rights-based approach.

It is emphasized that these Guidelines are voluntary, global in scope and with a focus on the
needs of developing countries.

Small-scale and artisanal fisheries, encompassing all activities along the value chain — pre-
harvest, harvest and post-harvest — undertaken by men and women, play an important role in
food security and nutrition, poverty eradication, equitable development and sustainable
resource ! utilization. Small-scale fisheries provide nutritious food for local, national and
international markets and generate income to support local and national economies.

Small-scale fisheries contribute about half of global fish catches. When considering catches
destined for direct human consumption, the share contributed by the small-scale fisheries
increases to two-thirds. Inland fisheries are particularly important in this respect where the
majority of the catches from small-scale fisheries are directed to human consumption. Small-
scale fisheries employ more than 90 percent of the world’s capture fishers and fish workers,
about half of whom are women. In addition to employment as full- or part-time fishers and fish
workers, seasonal or occasional fishing and related activities provide vital supplements to the
livelihoods of millions. These activities may be a recurrent sideline activity or become
especially important in times of difficulty. Many small-scale fishers and fish workers are self-
employed and engaged in directly providing food for their household and communities as well
as working in commercial fishing, processing and marketing. Fishing and related activities
often underpin the local economies in coastal, lakeshore and riparian communities and
constitute an engine, generating multiplier effects in other sectors.

Small-scale fisheries represent a diverse and dynamic subsector, often characterized by
seasonal migration. The precise characteristics of the subsector vary depending on the location;
indeed, small-scale fisheries tend to be strongly anchored in local communities, reflecting often
historic links to adjacent fishery resources, traditions and values, and supporting social cohesion.
For many small-scale fishers and fish workers, fisheries represent a way of life and the subsector
embodies a diverse and cultural richness that is of global significance. Many small-scale fishers,
fish workers and their communities — including vulnerable and marginalized groups — are
directly dependent on access to fishery resources and land. Tenure rights to land in the
coastal/waterfront area are critical for ensuring and facilitating access to the fishery, for
accessory activities (including processing and marketing), and for housing and other livelihood
support. The health of aquatic ecosystems and associated biodiversity are a fundamental basis
for their livelihoods and for the subsector’s capacity to contribute to overall well-being.

! The term “fishery resources’ in this document covers all living aquatic resources. (in both marine and freshwaters) that are
commonly subject to harvesting.
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Despite their importance, many small-scale fishing communities continue to be marginalized,
and their contribution to food security and nutrition, poverty eradication, equitable development
and sustainable resource utilization — which benefits both them and others — is not fully realized.

Securing and increasing the contribution of small-scale fisheries face many challenges and
constraints. The development of the fisheries sector over the past three to four decades has in
many cases around the world led to overexploitation of resources and threats to habitats and
ecosystems. Customary practices for the allocation and sharing of resource benefits in small-
scale fisheries, which may have been in place for generations, have been changed as a result of
non-participatory and often centralized fisheries management systems, rapid technology
developments and demographic changes. Small-scale fishing communities also commonly
suffer from unequal power relations. In many places, conflicts with large-scale fishing
operations are an issue, and there is increasingly high interdependence or competition between
small-scale fisheries and other sectors. These other sectors can often have stronger political or
economic influence, and they include: tourism, aquaculture, agriculture, energy, mining,
industry and infrastructure developments.

Where poverty exists in small-scale fishing communities, it is of a multidimensional nature and
is not only caused by low incomes but also due to factors that impede full enjoyment of human
rights including civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Small-scale fishing
communities are commonly located in remote areas and tend to have limited or disadvantaged
access to markets, and may have poor access to health, education and other social services.
Other characteristics include low levels of formal education, existence of ill health (often
including above-average incidences of HIV/AIDS) and inadequate organizational structures.
The opportunities available are limited, as small-scale fishing communities face a lack of
alternative livelihoods, youth unemployment, unhealthy and unsafe working conditions, forced
labour, and child labour. Pollution, environmental degradation, climate change impacts and
natural and human-induced disasters add to the threats facing small-scale fishing communities.
All these factors make it difficult for small-scale fishers and fish workers to make their voices
heard, defend their human rights and tenure rights, and secure the sustainable use of the fishery
resources on which they depend.

These Guidelines have been developed through a participatory and consultative process,
involving representatives of small-scale fishing communities, civil society organizations
(CSO0s), governments, regional organizations and other stakeholders. A Technical Consultation
of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) which took place in two session son 20-24
May 2013 and on 3-7 February 2014 then reviewed the Guidelines. They take into account a
wide range of important considerations and principles, including equality and non-
discrimination, participation and inclusion, accountability and the rule of law, and the principle
that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated and interdependent. The Guidelines
are consistent with and promote international human rights. These Guidelines are complementary to
the Code and its related instruments. They also take into account the technical guidelines related to
the Code, such as the Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries No. 10 “Increasing the
Contribution of Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security”, as well as other
voluntary international instruments, such as the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance
of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (Tenure
Guidelines) and the Voluntary Guidelines to support the Progressive Realization of the Right
to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security (Right to Food Guidelines), as
applicable. States and other stakeholders are encouraged to also consult these other guidelines,
as well as relevant international and regional instruments, to fully integrate applicable
obligations, voluntary commitments and available guidance.
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION
1. OBJECTIVES

1.1 The objectives of these Guidelines are:

a) to enhance the contribution of small-scale fisheries to global food security and
nutrition and to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food,

b) to contribute to the equitable development of small-scale fishing communities and
poverty eradication and to improve the socio-economic situation of fishers and fish
workers within the context of sustainable fisheries management,

¢) to achieve the sustainable utilization, prudent and responsible management and
conservation of fisheries resources consistent with the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries (the Code) and related instruments,

d) to promote the contribution of small-scale fisheries to an economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable future for the planet and its people,

e) to provide guidance that could be considered by States and stakeholders for the
development and implementation of ecosystem friendly and participatory policies,
strategies and legal frameworks for the enhancement of responsible and sustainable
small-scale fisheries, and

f) to enhance public awareness and promote the advancement of knowledge on the
culture, role, contribution and potential of small-scale fisheries, considering ancestral
and traditional knowledge, and their related constraints and opportunities.

1.2 These objectives should be achieved through the promotion of a human rights-based
approach, by empowering small-scale fishing communities, including both men and women, to
participate in decision-making processes, and to assume responsibilities for sustainable use of
fishery resources, and placing emphasis on the needs of developing countries and for the benefit
of vulnerable and marginalized groups.

2. NATURE AND SCOPE

2.1 These Guidelines are voluntary in nature. The Guidelines should apply to small-scale
fisheries in all contexts, be global in scope but with a specific focus on the needs of developing
countries.

2.2 These Guidelines are relevant to small-scale fisheries both in marine and inland waters,
i.e. men and women working in the full range of activities along the value chain, and pre- and
post-harvest activities. The important linkages between small-scale fisheries and aquaculture
are recognized, but these Guidelines principally focus on capture fisheries.

2.3 These Guidelines are addressed to FAO Members and non-Members, at all levels of the
country, as well as to subregional, regional, international and intergovernmental organizations
(IGOs) and small-scale fisheries actors (fishers, fish workers, their communities, traditional and
customary authorities, and related professional organizations and CSOs). They are also aimed
at research and academic institutions, the private sector, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and all others concerned with the fisheries sector, coastal and rural development and
the use of the aquatic environment.

2.4 These Guidelines recognize the great diversity of small-scale fisheries and that there is
no single, agreed definition of the subsector. Accordingly, the Guidelines do not prescribe a
standard definition of small-scale fisheries nor do they prescribe how the Guidelines should be
applied in a national context. These Guidelines are especially relevant to subsistence small-
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scale fisheries and vulnerable fisheries people. To ensure transparency and accountability in the
application of the Guidelines, it is important to ascertain which activities and operators are
considered small-scale, and to identify vulnerable and marginalized groups needing greater
attention. This should be undertaken at a regional, subregional or national level and according
to the particular context in which they are to be applied. States should ensure that such
identification and application are guided by meaningful and substantive participatory,
consultative, multilevel and objective-oriented processes so that the voices of both men and
women are heard. All parties should support and participate, as appropriate and relevant, in
such processes.

2.5 These Guidelines should be interpreted and applied in accordance with national legal
systems and their institutions.

3. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

3.1 These Guidelines are based on international human rights standards, responsible
fisheries standards and practices and sustainable development according to the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) outcome document ‘The future we want’,
the Code and other relevant instruments, paying particular attention to vulnerable and
marginalized groups and the need to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate
food.

1. Human rights and dignity: recognizing the inherent dignity and the equal and
inalienable human rights of all individuals, all parties should recognize, respect, promote
and protect the human rights principles and their applicability to communities dependent
on small-scale fisheries, as stipulated by international human rights standards:
universality and inalienability; indivisibility; interdependence and interrelatedness; non-
discrimination and equality; participation and inclusion; accountability and the rule of
law. States should respect and protect the rights of defenders of human rights in their
work on small-scale fisheries.

All non-state actors including business enterprises related to or affecting small-scale
fisheries have a responsibility to respect human rights. States should regulate the scope
of activities in relation to small-scale fisheries of non-state actors to ensure their
compliance with international human rights standards.

2. Respect of cultures: recognizing and respecting existing forms of organization,
traditional and local knowledge and practices of small-scale fishing communities,
including indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities encouraging women leadership and
taking into account Art.5 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

3. Non-discrimination: promoting in the small-scale fisheries the elimination of all
kinds of discrimination in policies and in practice.

4. Gender equality and equity is fundamental to any development. Recognizing the
vital role of women in small-scale fisheries, equal rights and opportunities should be
promoted.

5. Equity and equality: promoting justice and fair treatment — both legally and in
practice — of all people and peoples, including equal rights to the enjoyment of all human
rights. At the same time, differences between women and men should be acknowledged
and specific measures taken to accelerate de facto equality, i.e. using preferential
treatment where required to achieve equitable outcomes, particularly for vulnerable and
marginalized groups.
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6. Consultation and participation: ensuring active, free, effective, meaningful and
informed participation of small-scale fishing communities, including indigenous peoples,
taking into account the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP)
in the whole decision-making process related to fishery resources and areas where small-
scale fisheries operate as well as adjacent land areas, and taking existing power
imbalances between different parties into consideration. This should include feedback
and support from those who could be affected by decisions prior to these being taken,
and responding to their contributions.

7. Rule of law: adopting a rules-based approach for small-scale fisheries through laws
that are widely publicized in applicable languages, applicable to all, equally enforced
and independently adjudicated, and that are consistent with existing obligations under
national and international law, and with due regard to voluntary commitments under
applicable regional and international instruments.

8. Transparency: clearly defining and widely publicizing policies, laws and procedures
in applicable languages, and widely publicizing decisions in applicable languages and in
formats accessible to all.

9. Accountability: holding individuals, public agencies and non-state actors responsible
for their actions and decisions according to the principles of the rule of law.

10. Economic, social and environmental sustainability: applying the precautionary
approach and risk management to guard against undesirable outcomes, including
overexploitation of fishery resources and negative environmental, social and economic
impacts.

11. Holistic and integrated approaches: recognizing the ecosystem approach to
fisheries (EAF) as an important guiding principle, embracing the notions of
comprehensiveness and sustainability of all parts of ecosystems as well as the livelihoods
of small-scale fishing communities, and ensuring cross-sectoral coordination as small-
scale fisheries are closely linked to and dependent on many other sectors.

12. Social responsibility: promoting community solidarity and collective and corporate
responsibility and the fostering of an environment that promotes collaboration among
stakeholders should be encouraged.

13. Feasibility and social and economic viability: ensuring that policies, strategies,
plans and actions for improving small-scale fisheries governance and development are
socially and economically sound and rational. They should be informed by existing
conditions, implementable and adaptable to changing circumstances, and should support
community resilience.

RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

These Guidelines should be interpreted and applied consistent with existing rights and

obligations under national and international law and with due regard to voluntary commitments
under applicable regional and international instruments. They are complementary to and
support national, regional and international initiatives that address human rights, responsible
fisheries and sustainable development. The Guidelines were developed complementary to the
Code and support responsible fisheries and sustainable resource utilization in accordance with
this instrument.
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4.2 Nothing in the Guidelines should be read as limiting or undermining any rights or
obligations to which a State may be subject under international law. These Guidelines may be
used to guide amendments and inspire new or supplementary legislative and regulatory
provisions.

PART 2: RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

S. GOVERNANCE OF TENURE IN SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES AND
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

5.1 These Guidelines recognize the need for responsible and sustainable use of aquatic
biodiversity and natural resources to meet the developmental and environmental requirements
of present and future generations. Small-scale fishing communities need to have secure tenure
rights? to the resources that form the basis for their social and cultural well-being, their
livelihoods and their sustainable development. The Guidelines support equitable distribution of
the benefits yielded from responsible management of fisheries and ecosystems, rewarding
small-scale fishers and fish workers, both men and women.

S5A. Responsible governance of tenure

5.2 All parties should recognize that responsible governance of tenure of land, fisheries and
forests applicable in small-scale fisheries is central for the realization of human rights, food
security, poverty eradication, sustainable livelihoods, social stability, housing security,
economic growth and rural and social development.

5.3 States, in accordance with their legislation, should ensure that small-scale fishers, fish
workers and their communities have secure, equitable, and socially and culturally appropriate
tenure rights to fishery resources (marine and inland) and small-scale fishing areas and adjacent
land, with a special attention paid to women with respect to tenure rights.

54 States, in accordance with their legislation, and all other parties should recognize,
respect and protect all forms of legitimate tenure rights, taking into account, where appropriate,
customary rights, to aquatic resources and land and small-scale fishing areas enjoyed by small-
scale fishing communities. When necessary, in order to protect various forms of legitimate
tenure rights, legislation to this effect should be provided. States should take appropriate
measures to identify, record and respect legitimate tenure right holders and their rights. Local
norms and practices, as well as customary or otherwise preferential access to fishery resources
and land by small-scale fishing communities including indigenous peoples and ethnic
minorities, should be recognized, respected and protected in ways that are consistent with
international human rights law. The UN DRIP and the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities should be taken into
account, as appropriate. Where constitutional or legal reforms strengthen the rights of women
and place them in conflict with custom, all parties should cooperate to accommodate such
changes in the customary tenure systems.

55 States should recognize the role of small-scale fishing communities and indigenous
peoples to restore, conserve, protect and co-manage local aquatic and coastal ecosystems.

5.6  Where States own or control water (including fishery resources) and land resources,
they should determine the use and tenure rights of these resources taking into consideration,
inter alia, social, economic and environmental objectives. States should, as applicable,

2 The term ‘tenure right’ is used in accordance with the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security.
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recognize and safeguard publically owned resources that are collectively used and managed, in
particular by small-scale fishing communities.

5.7  Taking due account of Art. 6.18 of the Code, States should where appropriate grant
preferential access of small-scale fisheries to fish in waters under national jurisdiction, with a
view to achieving equitable outcomes for different groups of people, in particular vulnerable
groups. Where appropriate, specific measures, inter alia, the creation and enforcement of
exclusive zones for small-scale fisheries, should be considered. Small-scale fisheries should be
given due consideration before agreements on resource access are entered into with third
countries and third parties.

5.8 States should adopt measures to facilitate equitable access to fishery resources for small-
scale fishing communities, including, as appropriate, redistributive reform, taking into account
the provisions of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land,
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security.

5.9 States should ensure that small-scale fishing communities are not arbitrarily evicted and
that their legitimate tenure rights are not otherwise extinguished or infringed. States should
recognize that competition from other users is increasing within small-scale fisheries areas and
that small-scale fishing communities, in particular vulnerable and marginalized groups, are
often the weaker party in conflicts with other sectors and may require special support if their
livelihoods are threatened by the development and activities of other sectors.

5.10  States and other parties should, prior to the implementation of large-scale development
projects that might impact small-scale fishing communities, consider the social, economic and
environmental impacts through impact studies, and hold effective and meaningful consultations
with these communities, in accordance with national legislation.

5.11 States should provide small-scale fishing communities and individuals, including
vulnerable and marginalized people, access through impartial and competent judicial and
administrative bodies to timely, affordable and effective means of resolving disputes over
tenure rights in accordance with national legislation, including alternative means of resolving
such disputes, and should provide effective remedies, which may include an entitlement to
appeal, as appropriate. Such remedies should be promptly enforced in accordance with national
legislation and may include restitution, indemnity, just compensation and reparation.

5.12  States should strive to restore access to traditional fishing grounds and coastal lands to
small-scale fishing communities that have been displaced by natural disasters and/or armed
conflict taking into consideration the sustainability of fisheries resources. States should
establish mechanisms to support fishing communities affected by grave human rights violations
to rebuild their lives and livelihoods. Such steps should include the elimination of any form of
discrimination against women in tenure practices in case of natural disasters and/or armed
conflict.

5B. Sustainable resource management

5.13  States and all those engaged in fisheries management should adopt measures for the
long-term conservation and sustainable use of fisheries resources and to secure the ecological
foundation for food production. They should promote and implement appropriate management
systems, consistent with their existing obligations under national and international law and
voluntary commitments, including the Code, that give due recognition to the requirements and
opportunities of small-scale fisheries.

5.14  All parties should recognize that rights and responsibilities come together; tenure rights
are balanced by duties, and support the long-term conservation and sustainable use of resources
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and the maintenance of the ecological foundation for food production. Small-scale fisheries
should utilize fishing practices that minimize harm to the aquatic environment and associated
species and support the sustainability of the resource.

5.15  States should facilitate, train and support small-scale fishing communities to participate
in and take responsibility for, taking into consideration their legitimate tenure rights and
systems, the management of the resources on which they depend for their well-being and that
are traditionally used for their livelihoods. Accordingly, States should involve small-scale
fishing communities — with special attention to equitable participation of women, vulnerable
and marginalized groups — in the design, planning and, as appropriate, implementation of
management measures, including protected areas, affecting their livelihood options.
Participatory management systems, such as co-management, should be promoted in accordance
with national law.

5.16  States should ensure the establishment of monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS)
systems or promote the application of existing ones applicable to and suitable for small-scale
fisheries. They should provide support to such systems, involving small-scale fisheries actors
as appropriate and promoting participatory arrangements within the context of co-management.
States should ensure effective monitoring and enforcement mechanisms to deter, prevent and
eliminate all forms of illegal and/or destructive fishing practices having a negative effect on
marine and inland ecosystems. States should endeavour to improve registration of the fishing
activity. Small-scale fishers should support the MCS systems and provide to the State fisheries
authorities the information required for the management of the activity.

5.17 States should ensure that the roles and responsibilities within the context of co-
management arrangements of concerned parties and stakeholders are clarified and agreed
through a participatory and legally supported process. All parties are responsible for assuming
the management roles agreed to. All endeavours should be made so that small-scale fisheries
are represented in relevant local and national professional associations and fisheries bodies and
actively take part in relevant decision-making and fisheries policy-making processes.

5.18 States and small-scale fisheries actors should encourage and support the role and
involvement of both men and women, whether engaged in pre-harvest, harvest or post-harvest
operations, in the context of co-management and in the promotion of responsible fisheries,
contributing their particular knowledge, perspectives and needs. All parties should pay specific
attention to the need to ensure equitable participation of women, designing special measures to
achieve this objective.

5.19 Where transboundary and other similar issues exist, e.g. shared waters and fishery
resources, States should work together to ensure that the tenure rights of small-scale fishing
communities that are granted are protected.

5.20 States should avoid policies and financial measures that may contribute to fishing
overcapacity and, hence, overexploitation of resources that have an adverse impact on small-
scale fisheries.

6. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK

6.1 All parties should consider integrated, ecosystem and holistic approaches to small-scale
fisheries management and development that take the complexity of livelihoods into account.
Due attention to social and economic development may be needed to ensure that small-scale
fishing communities are empowered and can enjoy their human rights.

6.2  States should promote investment in human resource development such as health,
education, literacy, digital inclusion and other skills of a technical nature that generate added
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value to the fisheries resources as well as awareness raising. States should take steps with a
view to progressively ensure that members of small-scale fishing communities have affordable
access to these and other essential services through national and subnational actions, including
adequate housing, basic sanitation that is safe and hygienic, safe drinking-water for personal
and domestic uses, and sources of energy. Preferential treatment of women, indigenous peoples,
and vulnerable and marginalized groups — in providing services and giving effect to non-
discrimination and other human rights — should be accepted and promoted where it is required
to ensure equitable benefits.

6.3 States should promote social security protection for workers in small-scale fisheries.
They should take into account the characteristics of small-scale fisheries and apply security
schemes to the entire value chain.

6.4 States should support the development of and access to other services that are
appropriate for small-scale fishing communities with regard to, for example, savings, credit and
insurance schemes, with special emphasis on ensuring the access of women to such services.

6.5 States should recognize as economic and professional operations the full range of
activities along the small-scale fisheries value chain — both pre- and post-harvest; whether in an
aquatic environment or on land; undertaken by men or by women. All activities should be
considered: part-time, occasional and/or for subsistence. Professional and organizational
development opportunities should be promoted, in particular for more vulnerable groups of
post-harvest fish workers and women in small-scale fisheries.

6.6 States should promote decent work for all small-scale fisheries workers, including both
the formal and informal sectors. States should create the appropriate conditions to ensure that
fisheries activities in both the formal and informal sectors are taken into account in order to
ensure the sustainability of small-scale fisheries in accordance with national law.

6.7 States should take steps with a view to the progressive realization of the right of small-
scale fishers and fish workers to an adequate standard of living and to work in accordance with
national and international human rights standards. States should create an enabling environment
for sustainable development in small-scale fishing communities. States should pursue inclusive,
non-discriminatory and sound economic policies for the use of marine, freshwater and land
areas in order to permit small-scale fishing communities and other food producers, particularly
women, to earn a fair return from their labour, capital and management, and encourage
conservation and sustainable management of natural resources.

6.8 States and other stakeholders should support already existing, or the development of
complementary and alternative income-generating opportunities — in addition to earnings from
fisheries-related activities — for small-scale fishing communities, as required and in support of
sustainable resource utilization and livelihood diversification. The role of small-scale fisheries
in local economies and the links of the subsector to the wider economy need to be recognized
and benefited from. Small-scale fishing communities should equitably benefit from
developments such as community-based tourism and small-scale responsible aquaculture.

6.9  All parties should create conditions for men and women of small-scale fishing
communities to fish and to carry out fisheries-related activities in an environment free from
crime, violence, organized crime activities, piracy, theft, sexual abuse, corruption and abuse of
authority. All parties should take steps to institute measures that aim to eliminate violence and
to protect women exposed to such violence in small-scale fishing communities. States should
ensure access to justice for victims of inter alia violence and abuse, including within the
household or community.
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6.10  States and small-scale fisheries actors, including traditional and customary authorities,
should understand, recognize and respect the role of migrant fishers and fish workers in small-
scale fisheries, given that migration is a common livelihood strategy in small-scale fisheries.
States and small-scale fisheries actors should cooperate to create the appropriate frameworks to
allow for fair and adequate integration of migrants who engage in sustainable use of fisheries
resources and who do not undermine local community-based fisheries governance and
development in small-scale fisheries in accordance with national law. States should recognize
the importance of coordinating among their respective national governments in regard to
migration of fishers and fish workers in small-scale fisheries across national borders. Policies
and management measures should be determined in consultation with small-scale fisheries
organizations and institutions.

6.11 States should recognize and address the underlying causes and consequences of
transboundary movement of fishers and contribute to the understanding of transboundary issues
affecting the sustainability of small-scale fisheries.

6.12  States should address occupational health issues and unfair working conditions of all
small-scale fishers and fish workers by ensuring that the necessary legislation is in place and is
implemented in accordance with national legislation and international human rights standards
and international instruments to which a State is a contracting party, such as the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and relevant conventions of the
International Labour Organization (ILO). All parties should strive to ensure that occupational
health and safety is an integral part of fisheries management and development initiatives.

6.13  States should eradicate forced labour, prevent debt-bondage of women, men and
children, and adopt effective measures to protect fishers and fish workers, including migrants,
with a view to the complete elimination of forced labour in fisheries, including small-scale
fisheries.

6.14  States should provide and enable access to schools and education facilities that meet the
needs of small-scale fishing communities and that facilitate gainful and decent employment of
youth, respecting their career choices and providing equal opportunities for all boys and girls
and young men and women.

6.15  Small-scale fisheries actors should recognize the importance of children’s well-being
and education for the future of the children themselves and of society at large. Children should
go to school, be protected from all abuse and have all their rights respected in accordance with
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

6.16  All parties should recognize the complexity that surrounds safety-at-sea issues (in inland
and marine fisheries) and the multiple causes behind deficient safety. This applies to all fishing
activities. States should ensure the development, enactment and implementation of appropriate
national laws and regulations that are consistent with international guidelines of FAO, the ILO
and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) for work in fishing and sea safety in small-
scale fisheries®.

6.17  States should recognize that improved sea safety, which includes occupational health
and safety, in small-scale fisheries (inland and marine) will best be achieved through the
development and implementation of coherent and integrated national strategies, with the active
participation of the fishers themselves and with elements of regional coordination, as

3 These include, inter alia, the 1968 Code of Safety for Fishermen and Fishing Vessels (since revised), the 1980
FAO/ILO/IMO Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels, and
the 2010 Safety Recommendations for Decked Fishing Vessels of Less than 12 Metres in Length and Undecked
Fishing Vessels.
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appropriate. In addition, safety at sea of small-scale fishers should also be integrated into the
general management of fisheries. States should provide support to, among other things,
maintenance of national accident reporting, provision of sea safety awareness programmes and
introduction of appropriate legislation for sea safety in small-scale fisheries. The role of existing
institutions and community-based structures for increasing compliance, data collection, training
and awareness, and search and rescue operations should be recognized in this process. States
should promote access to information and to emergency location systems for rescue at sea for
small-scale vessels.

6.18  Taking into account the Voluntary Guidelines for the Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security including
section 254, all parties should protect the human rights and dignity of small-scale fisheries
stakeholders in situations of armed conflict in accordance with international humanitarian law
to allow them to pursue their traditional livelihoods, to have access to customary fishing
grounds and to preserve their culture and way of life. Their effective participation in decision-
making on matters that impact them should be facilitated.

7. VALUE CHAINS, POST-HARVEST AND TRADE

7.1 All parties should recognize the central role that the small-scale fisheries post-harvest
subsector and its actors play in the value chain. All parties should ensure that post-harvest actors
are part of relevant decision-making processes, recognizing that there are sometimes unequal
power relationships between value chain actors and that vulnerable and marginalized groups
may require special support.

7.2 All parties should recognize the role women often play in the post-harvest subsector and
support improvements to facilitate women’s participation in such work. States should ensure
that amenities and services appropriate for women are available as required in order to enable
women to retain and enhance their livelihoods in the post-harvest subsector.

7.3 States should foster, provide and enable investments in appropriate infrastructures,
organizational structures and capacity development to support the small-scale fisheries post-
harvest subsector in producing good quality and safe fish and fishery products, for both export
and domestic markets, in a responsible and sustainable manner.

7.4 States and development partners should recognize the traditional forms of associations
of fishers and fish workers and promote their adequate organizational and capacity development
in all stages of the value chain in order to enhance their income and livelihood security in
accordance with national legislation. Accordingly, there should be support for the setting up
and the development of cooperatives, professional organizations of the small-scale fisheries
sector and other organizational structures, as well as marketing mechanisms, e.g. auctions, as
appropriate.

7.5  All parties should avoid post-harvest losses and waste and seek ways to create value
addition, building also on existing traditional and local cost-efficient technologies, local
innovations and culturally appropriate technology transfers. Environmentally sustainable
practices within an ecosystem approach should be promoted, deterring, for example, waste of
inputs (water, fuelwood, etc.) in small-scale fish handling and processing.

7.6 States should facilitate access to local, national, regional and international markets and
promote equitable and non-discriminatory trade for small-scale fisheries products. States should

4 Section 25 is entitled Conflicts in respect to tenure of land, fisheries and forest
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work together to introduce trade regulations and procedures that in particular support regional
trade in products from small-scale fisheries and taking into account the agreements under the
World Trade Organization (WTO), bearing in mind the rights and obligations of WTO members
where appropriate.

7.7 States should give due consideration to the impact of international trade in fish and
fishery products and of vertical integration on local small-scale fishers, fish workers and their
communities. States should ensure that promotion of international fish trade and export
production do not adversely affect the nutritional needs of people for whom fish is critical to a
nutritious diet, their health and well-being and for whom other comparable sources of food are
not readily available or affordable.

7.8 States, small-scale fisheries actors and other value chain actors should recognize that
benefits from international trade should be fairly distributed. States should ensure that effective
fisheries management systems are in place to prevent overexploitation driven by market
demand that can threaten the sustainability of fisheries resources, food security and nutrition.
Such fisheries management systems should include responsible post-harvest practices, policies
and actions to enable export income to benefit small-scale fishers and others in an equitable
manner throughout the value chain.

7.9 States should adopt policies and procedures, including environmental, social and other
relevant assessments, to ensure that adverse impacts by international trade on the environment,
small-scale fisheries culture, livelihoods and special needs related to food security are equitably
addressed. Consultation with concerned stakeholders should be part of these policies and
procedures.

7.10  States should enable access to all relevant market and trade information for stakeholders
in the small-scale fisheries value chain. Small-scale fisheries stakeholders must be able to
access timely and accurate market information to help them adjust to changing market
conditions. Capacity development is also required so that all small-scale fisheries stakeholders
and especially women and vulnerable and marginalized groups can adapt to, and benefit
equitably from, opportunities of global market trends and local situations while minimizing any
potential negative impacts.

8. GENDER EQUALITY

8.1 All parties should recognize that achieving gender equality requires concerted efforts
by all and that gender mainstreaming should be an integral part of all small-scale fisheries
development strategies. These strategies to achieve gender equality require different approaches
in different cultural contexts and should challenge practices that are discriminatory against
women.

8.2 States should comply with their obligations under international human rights law and
implement the relevant instruments to which they are party, including, inter alia, CEDAW, and
should bear in mind the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. States should endeavour
to secure women’s equal participation in decision-making processes for policies directed
towards small-scale fisheries. States should adopt specific measures to address discrimination
against women, while creating spaces for CSOs, in particular for women fish workers and their
organizations, to participate in monitoring their implementation. Women should be encouraged
to participate in fisheries organizations, and relevant organizational development support
should be provided.

8.3 States should establish policies and legislation to realize gender equality and, as
appropriate, adapt legislation, policies and measures that are not compatible with gender
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equality, taking into account social, economic and cultural aspects. States should be at the
forefront of implementing actions for achieving gender equality by, inter alia, recruiting both
men and women as extension staff and ensuring that both men and women have equal access
to extension and technical services, including legal support, related to fisheries. All parties
should collaborate to develop functional evaluation systems to assess the impact of legislation,
policies and actions for improving women’s status and achieving gender equality.

8.4  All parties should encourage the development of better technologies of importance and
appropriate to women’s work in small-scale fisheries.

9. DISASTER RISKS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

9.1 States should recognize that combating climate change, including in the context of
sustainable small-scale fisheries, requires urgent and ambitious action, in accordance with the
objectives, principles and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), taking into account the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio+20) outcome document ‘The future we want’.

9.2 All parties should recognize and take into account the differential impact of natural and
human-induced disasters and climate change on small-scale fisheries. States should develop
policies and plans to address climate change in fisheries, in particular strategies for adaptation
and mitigation, where applicable, as well as for building resilience, in full and effective
consultation with fishing communities including indigenous peoples, men and women, paying
particular attention to vulnerable and marginalized groups. Special support should be given to
small-scale fishing communities living on small islands where climate change may have
particular implications for food security, nutrition, housing and livelihoods.

9.3 All parties should recognize the need for integrated and holistic approaches, including
cross-sectoral collaboration, in order to address disaster risks and climate change in small-scale
fisheries. States and other relevant parties should take steps to address issues such as pollution,
coastal erosion and destruction of coastal habitats due to human-induced non-fisheries-related
factors. Such concerns seriously undermine the livelihoods of fishing communities as well as
their ability to adapt to possible impacts of climate change.

9.4 States should consider assisting and supporting small-scale fishing communities
affected by climate change or natural and human-induced disasters, including through
adaptation, mitigation and aid plans, where appropriate.

9.5  In case of disasters caused by humans, impacting small-scale fisheries, the responsible
party should be held accountable.

9.6  All parties should take into account the impact that climate change and disasters may
have on the post-harvest and trade subsector in the form of changes in fish species and quantities,
fish quality and shelf-life, and implications with regard to market outlets. States should provide
support to small-scale fisheries stakeholders with regard to adjustment measures in order to
reduce negative impacts. When new technologies are introduced, they need to be flexible and
adaptive to future changes in species, products and markets, and climatic variability.

9.7 States should understand how emergency response and disaster preparedness are related
in small-scale fisheries and apply the concept of the relief-development continuum. Longer-
term development objectives need to be considered throughout the emergency sequence,
including in the immediate relief phase, and rehabilitation, reconstruction and recovery should
include actions to reduce vulnerabilities to potential future threats. The concept of ‘building
back better’ should be applied in disaster response and rehabilitation.
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9.8  All parties should promote the role of small-scale fisheries in efforts related to climate
change and should encourage and support energy efficiency in the subsector, including the
whole value chain — fishing, post-harvest, marketing and distribution.

9.9 States should consider making available to small-scale fishing communities transparent
access to adaptation funds, facilities and/or culturally appropriate technologies for climate
change adaptation, as appropriate.

PART 3: ENSURING AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT AND SUPPORTING
IMPLEMENTATION

10. POLICY COHERENCE, INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION AND
COLLABORATION

10.1  States should recognize the need for and work towards policy coherence with regard to,
inter alia: national legislation; international human rights law; other international instruments,
including those related to indigenous peoples; economic development policies; energy,
education, health and rural policies; environmental protection; food security and nutrition
policies; labour and employment policies; trade policies; disaster risk management (DRM) and
climate change adaptation (CCA) policies; fisheries access arrangements; and other fisheries
sector policies, plans, actions and investments in order to promote holistic development in
small-scale fishing communities. Special attention should be paid to ensuring gender equity and
equality.

10.2  States should, as appropriate, develop and use spatial planning approaches, including
inland and marine spatial planning, which take due account of the small-scale fisheries interests
and role in integrated coastal zone management. Through consultation, participation and
publicizing, gender-sensitive policies and laws on regulated spatial planning should be
developed as appropriate. Where appropriate, formal planning systems should consider
methods of planning and territorial development used by small-scale fishing and other
communities with customary tenure systems, and decision-making processes within those
communities.

10.3  States should adopt specific policy measures to ensure the harmonization of policies
affecting the health of marine and inland water bodies and ecosystems and to ensure
that fisheries, agriculture and other natural-resource policies collectively enhance the
interrelated livelihoods derived from these sectors.

10.4  States should ensure that fisheries policy provides a long-term vision for sustainable
small-scale fisheries and the eradication of hunger and poverty, using an ecosystem approach.
The overall policy framework for fisheries should be coherent with the long-term vision and
policy framework for small-scale fisheries and human rights, paying particular attention to
vulnerable and marginalized people.

10.5 States should establish and promote the institutional structures and linkages — including
local-national-regional-global linkages and networks — necessary for achieving policy
coherence, cross-sectoral collaboration and the implementation of holistic and inclusive
ecosystem approaches in the fisheries sector. At the same time, there is a need for clear
responsibilities and there should be well-defined points of contact in government authorities
and agencies for small-scale fishing communities.

10.6  Small-scale fisheries stakeholders should promote collaboration among their
professional associations, including fisheries cooperatives and CSOs. They should establish
networks and platforms for the exchange of experiences and information and to facilitate their
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involvement in policy- and decision-making processes relevant to small-scale fishing
communities.

10.7  States should recognize, and promote as appropriate, that local governance structures
may contribute to an effective management of small-scale fisheries, taking into account the
ecosystem approach and in accordance with national law.

10.8  States should promote enhanced international, regional and subregional cooperation in
securing sustainable small-scale fisheries. States, as well as international, regional and
subregional organizations, as appropriate, should support capacity development to enhance the
understanding of small-scale fisheries and assist the subsector in matters that require
subregional, regional or international collaboration, including appropriate and mutually agreed
technology transfer.

11. INFORMATION, RESEARCH AND COMMUNICATION

11.1  States should establish systems of collecting fisheries data, including bioecological,
social, cultural and economic data relevant for decision-making on sustainable management of
small-scale fisheries with a view to ensuring sustainability of ecosystems, including fish stocks,
in a transparent manner. Efforts should be made to also produce gender-disaggregated data in
official statistics, as well as data allowing for an improved understanding and visibility of the
importance of small-scale fisheries and its different components, including socio-economic
aspects.

11.2  All stakeholders and small-scale fisheries communities should recognize the importance
of communication and information, which are necessary for effective decision-making.

11.3  States should endeavour to prevent corruption, particularly through increasing
transparency, holding decision-makers accountable, and ensuring that impartial decisions are
delivered promptly and through appropriate participation and communication with small-scale
fishing communities.

11.4  All parties should recognize small-scale fishing communities as holders, providers and
receivers of knowledge. It is particularly important to understand the need for access to
appropriate information by small-scale fishing communities and their organizations in order to
help them cope with existing problems and empower them to improve their livelihoods. These
information requirements depend on current issues facing communities and concern the
biological, legal, economic, social and cultural aspects of fisheries and livelihoods.

11.5 States should ensure that the information necessary for responsible small-scale fisheries
and sustainable development is available, including on illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing. It should relate to, inter alia, disaster risks, climate change, livelihoods and food
security with particular attention to the situation of vulnerable and marginalized groups.
Information systems with low data requirements should be developed for data-poor situations.

11.6  All parties should ensure that the knowledge, culture, traditions and practices of small-
scale fishing communities, including indigenous peoples, are recognized and, as appropriate,
supported, and that they inform responsible local governance and sustainable development
processes. The specific knowledge of women fishers and fish workers must be recognized and
supported. States should investigate and document traditional fisheries knowledge and
technologies in order to assess their application to sustainable fisheries conservation,
management and development.

11.7 States and other relevant parties should provide support to small-scale fishing
communities, in particular to indigenous peoples, women and those that rely on fishing for
subsistence, including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to organize,
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maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of aquatic living resources and fishing
techniques, and upgrade knowledge on aquatic ecosystems.

11.8  All parties should promote the availability, flow and exchange of information, including
on aquatic transboundary resources, through the establishment or use of appropriate existing
platforms and networks at community, national, subregional and regional level, including both
horizontal and vertical two-way information flows. Taking into account the social and cultural
dimensions, appropriate approaches, tools and media should be used for communication with
and capacity development for small-scale fishing communities.

11.9  States and other parties should, to the extent possible, ensure that funds are available for
small-scale fisheries research, and collaborative and participatory data collection, analyses and
research should be encouraged. States and other parties should endeavour to integrate this
research knowledge into their decision-making processes. Research organizations and
institutions should support capacity development to allow small-scale fishing communities to
participate in research and in the utilization of research findings. Research priorities should be
agreed upon through a consultative process focusing on the role of small-scale fisheries in
sustainable resource utilization, food security and nutrition, poverty eradication, and equitable
development, including also DRM and CCA considerations.

11.10 States and other relevant parties should promote research into the conditions of work,
including those of migrant fishers and fish workers, and inter alia health, education, decision-
making, in the context of gender relations, in order to inform strategies for ensuring equitable
benefits for men and women in fisheries. Efforts to mainstream gender should include the use
of gender analysis in the design phase of policies, programmes and projects for small-scale
fisheries in order to design gender-sensitive interventions. Gender-sensitive indicators should
be used to monitor and address gender inequalities and to capture how interventions have
contributed towards social change.

11.11 Recognizing the role of small-scale fisheries in seafood production, States and other
parties should promote the consumption of fish and fishery products within consumer education
programmes in order to increase awareness of the nutritional benefits of eating fish and impart
knowledge on how to assess fish and fishery product quality.

12. CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

12.1  States and other parties should enhance the capacity of small-scale fishing communities
in order to enable them to participate in decision-making processes. To this effect, it should be
ensured that the range and diversity of the small-scale fisheries subsector along the entire value
chain is appropriately represented through the creation of legitimate, democratic and
representative structures. Specific attention should be paid to the need to work towards the
equitable participation of women in such structures. Where appropriate and necessary, separate
spaces and mechanisms should be provided to enable women to organize autonomously at
various levels on issues of particular relevance to them.

12.2  States and other stakeholders should provide capacity building, for example through
development programmes, to allow small-scale fisheries to benefit from market opportunities.

12.3  All parties should recognize that capacity development should build on existing
knowledge and skills and be a two-way process of knowledge transfer, providing for flexible
and suitable learning pathways to meet the needs of individuals, including both men and women
and vulnerable and marginalized groups. Moreover, capacity development should include
building the resilience and adaptive capacity of small-scale fishing communities in relation to
DRM and CCA.
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12.4  Government authorities and agencies at all levels should work to develop knowledge
and skills to support sustainable small-scale fisheries development and successful co-
management arrangements, as appropriate. Particular attention should be given to decentralized
and local government structures directly involved in governance and development processes
together with small-scale fishing communities, including the area of research.

13. IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT AND MONITORING

13.1  All parties are encouraged to implement these Guidelines in accordance with national
priorities and circumstances.

13.2  States and all other parties should promote aid effectiveness and responsible use of
financial resources. Development partners, specialized Agencies of the United Nations, and
regional organizations are encouraged to support voluntary efforts by States to implement these
Guidelines, including through South—South cooperation. Such support could include technical
cooperation, financial assistance, institutional capacity development, knowledge sharing and
exchange of experiences, assistance in developing national small-scale fisheries policies and
transfer of technology.

13.3  States and all other parties should work together to create awareness of the Guidelines,
also by disseminating simplified and translated versions for the benefit of those working in
small-scale fisheries. States and all other parties should develop a specific set of materials on
gender to secure the effective dissemination of information on gender and women’s role in
small-scale fisheries and to highlight steps that need to be taken to improve women’s status and
their work.

13.4  States should recognize the importance of monitoring systems that allow their
institutions to assess progress towards implementation of the objectives and recommendations
in these Guidelines. Assessments of the impact on the enjoyment of the progressive realization
of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security and on poverty eradication
should be included. Mechanisms allowing the results of monitoring to feed back into policy
formulation and implementation should be included. Gender should be taken into consideration
in monitoring by using gender-sensitive approaches, indicators and data. States and all parties
should elaborate participatory assessment methodologies that allow a better understanding and
documentation of the true contribution of small-scale fisheries to sustainable resource
management for food security and poverty eradication including both men and women.

13.5 States should facilitate the formation of national-level platforms, with cross-sectoral
representation and with strong representation of CSOs, to oversee implementation of the
Guidelines, as appropriate. Legitimate representatives of small-scale fishing communities
should be involved both in the development and application of implementation strategies for
the Guidelines and in monitoring.

13.6  FAO should promote and support the development of a Global Assistance Programme,
with regional plans of action to support the implementation of these Guidelines.
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APPENDIX G

Chairperson’s report of the Technical Consultation on International Guidelines for
Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries

OPENING OF THE TECHNICAL CONSULTATION

1. On the recommendation of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) at its Thirtieth Session in 2012, the Director General of FAO,
Mr José Graziano da Silva, convened the Technical Consultation on International Guidelines for
Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries. The Technical Consultation was held at FAO Headquarters,
Rome, Italy, from 20-24 May 2013. A resumed session was subsequently held at FAO Headquarters in
Rome, Italy on 3-7 February 2014. The Consultation was funded by the Governments of Brazil, Norway
and the United States of America as well as by the Nordic Council of Ministers. Funding was also
provided by the Government of Finland through the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD).

2. The Technical Consultation was attended by 87 FAO Members and by observers from 11
intergovernmental, four international non-governmental organizations and 59 representatives from Civil
Society Organizations. The list of delegates and observers is made available at the following link:
www.fao.org/fishery/nems/40424/en. The documents that were placed before the Consultation are listed
in Appendix B.

3. The Secretary called the Technical Consultation to order and welcomed delegates to FAO and
the Consultation.

4. Mr Arni M. Mathiesen, Assistant Director-General, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
welcomed  delegates to the Technical Consultation. In his opening statement,
Mr Mathiesen recalled that the Twenty-ninth Session of COFI had agreed on the development of
international guidelines that address both inland and marine small-scale fisheries, are of a voluntary
nature, focus on the needs of developing countries, draw on relevant existing instruments and
complement the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. COFI also recommended that all
stakeholders should be associated with their development. As a result, the development of the Guidelines
was informed by an extensive participatory consultative process in which more than 4000 stakeholders
were directly involved.

5. Mr Mathiesen reminded delegates that the overarching goals of the Guidelines is to enhance the
contribution of small-scale fisheries to food security and nutrition, to support the progressive realization
of the right to food and to empower small-scale fishing communities to participate in decision-making,
to enjoy their human rights, and to assume responsibilities for sustainable use of fishery resources.

6. At the start of the resumed session in February 2014, Mr Lahsen Ababouch, Director, Fisheries
and Aquaculture Policy and Economics Division, delivered the opening statement.
He congratulated the Technical Consultation for the considerable progress made during the session in
May 2013 and urged the Technical Consultation to make all efforts to conclude the Guidelines.
Mr Ababouch highlighted the importance of the process and encouraged consensus amongst member
states in order to finalize the Guidelines. Mr Ababouch highlighted the large number of participating
countries, which he noted showed the high level of international commitment to small-scale fisheries.

7. Mr Ababouch further reminded the Technical Consultation that in keeping with existing FAO
practice, an administrative report would be prepared at the conclusion of the consultation. He added that
it would be factual in content and attached to it would be the Guidelines. COFI would be informed of
the outcome of the Technical Consultation. The texts of the opening statements are attached as Appendix
C and D, respectively.
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ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON

8. Dr Fabio Hazin, Associate Professor and Director of the Fisheries and Aquaculture, Department
of the Federal Rural University of Pernambuco, Brazil, was elected Chairperson of the Consultation. He
expressed his gratitude to the Technical Consultation for its confidence in electing him to the position.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TECHNICAL
CONSULTATION

9. The Technical Consultation adopted the agenda as given in Appendix A.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSONS AND DESIGNATION OF RAPPORTEUR

10. Dr Uwe Scholz (Germany), Mr Anang Noegroho Setyo Moeljono (Indonesia) and Dr Park
Wong-gyu (Republic of Korea) were elected First, Second and Third Vice-Chairpersons respectively.
Dr Dean Swanson (USA) was elected Rapporteur.

REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR SECURING
SUSTAINABLE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES

11. The Chairperson stressed the importance of developing the Guidelines and pointed out that this
endeavour had been long overdue. He reminded the delegates that COFI had recommended that FAO
lead the development of the Guidelines both in its Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Sessions.

12. The Chairperson reminded the delegates that the Technical Consultation would follow the forms
and procedures of COFI.
13. Following these explanations and clarifications, the Chairperson invited delegates to make

opening statements. There was a widespread consensus during opening statements on the importance of
the small-scale fisheries sector for food security and poverty eradication and on the need to highlight
their contribution to these issues. Additionally, member states agreed on the positive potential impact of
the Guidelines on the sector’s development and the need to improve the attention given to small-scale
fisheries at the international level. Members highlighted the difficulty of agreeing on a global definition
of small-scale fisheries but considered that the Guidelines should be applied within the context of each
country.

14. Following the opening statements, the Chairperson introduced document TC-SSF/2013/2. This
document was the basis for discussion and review during the Technical Consultation.
This document was elaborated by the Secretariat and was based on a global consultation process that
took place from 2010 to 2013. The reports of six regional consultative workshops and additional
information on the consultation process were made publicly available at a dedicated
webpage: www.fao.org/fishery/ssf/guidelines/en.

15. The Chairperson, noting the practice adopted by other technical consultations, advised the
Technical Consultation that if the review of the TC-SSF/2013/2 was not completed by the conclusion
of the session, the outcome of the Technical Consultation would become a Chairperson’s text and would
be made publicly available through the above FAO website.

16. To provide structure and coherence to the debate and as a means of making progress, the
Technical Consultation agreed to organize its discussion in a way that followed the chapters of the draft
Guidelines (TC-SSF/2013/2).

17. Considering that the instrument is voluntary in nature, it was agreed that the title of the
instrument should read “Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the
Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication”.

18. By the end of the May 2013 session, the Technical Consultation had discussed the preface and
the following chapters of the draft Guidelines: 1. Objectives, 2. Nature and scope, 3. Guiding principles,
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4. Relationship with other international instruments, 5. Governance of tenure and resource management,
6. Social development, employment and decent work and 7. Value chains, post-harvest and trade until
paragraph 7.9.

19. The resumed session agreed to continue discussion on the basis of the text and chapters of the
Chairperson’s text (TC-SSF/2014/2).

20. The resumed session continued discussion under agenda item 5: Review of the draft
international guidelines for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries. The resumed session agreed to
begin discussion with Chapter 7, Value chains, post-harvest and trade, paragraph 7.9. The resumed
session then discussed the following chapters: 8. Gender equality, 9. Disaster risks and climate change,
10. Policy coherence, institutional coordination and collaboration, 11. Information, research and
communication, 12. Capacity development and 13. Implementation Support, Monitoring and
Evaluation.

21. The Technical Consultation agreed to change the title of Chapter 5 to Governance of Tenure in
Small-Scale Fisheries and Resource Management and Chapter 13 to Implementation Support and
Monitoring.

22. The Technical Consultation achieved consensus on all paragraphs of the Guidelines except
paragraph 6.18. The Chairperson informed the Technical Consultation that paragraph 6.18 (presented
with an alternate suggestion), would be kept in brackets for COFI to consider.

23. The Secretariat was requested by the Technical Consultation to review the text after finalization
to ensure internal and legal consistency, to reorganize the paragraphs under appropriate titles and
subtitles and to edit the numbering format as required.

24, The United States of America emphasized its concern regarding some of the human rights
language in the Guidelines, including its view that references to human rights standards in the Guidelines
should not be interpreted to imply any change to current treaty or customary international law. For
example they do not imply that States must become parties to instruments to which they are not a party,
implement obligations under human rights instruments to which they are not a party, or recognize any
rights or principles that they have not previously recognized. The United States of America underscored
that human rights are enjoyed by individuals, not by communities or other groups, and indigenous
peoples possess additional, collective rights. The United States of America understands statements that
the Guidelines are based on human rights to mean that States should undertake fisheries-related policies
in a manner consistent with their obligations under international human rights law. Likewise, a “human
rights based approach” is understood to mean an approach anchored in a system of rights and
corresponding obligations established by international human rights law.

25. The United States of America interprets these Guidelines in light of its earlier positions on
economic, social, and cultural rights, including those related to food. The United States of America
further interprets this document's references to the right to food in light of Article 2(1) of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights with respect to States Parties to that
instrument, as well as the statements provided by the United States of America in relation to the 2004
Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context
of national food security.

26. Chile manifested its view that these Guidelines are relevant for the development of small-scale
fisheries and that it has participated actively in their development given that it believes they are a
contribution to the sector. A central aspect to the analysis of these Guidelines in Chile is the respect of
national norms that regulate national artisanal fisheries. While these Guidelines recognize that small-
scale fisheries have a great number and diversity of participants, Chile considers that both for
international consultation and for Chile, these Guidelines are applicable to artisanal fisheries of
subsistence and of vulnerable groups.

217. Bangladesh noted its concerns that the human rights of fish workers who are in detention
because of entry into foreign waters due to lack of awareness have not been addressed.
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28. Indonesia expressed its reservation to the agreed language on paragraph 5.20, as Indonesia
considers that policies and financial measures to support small-scale fisheries in order for them to be
able to maintain and improve their livelihood should not be avoided.

209. The countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic noted that for the context of
these Guidelines in their region, OSPESCA is the counterpart institution.

FOLLOW UP

30. The Technical Consultation did not discuss agenda item 5: Follow-up: Towards the
implementation of international guidelines for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries in the
understanding that the consideration of these issues, including monitoring of the implementation of the
Guidelines, should be done by COFI.

OTHER MATTERS

31. The Kingdom of Morocco accords great importance to small-scale fisheries and the socio-
professional promotion of the workers of the sector. In this regard, actions to improve the living and
working conditions of all segments of the sector have been implemented as part of an overall strategy,
called Halieutis, particularly with regard to literacy programs, social security benefits, support to the
organization of fishers cooperatives, especially for women, provision of appropriate facilities and
infrastructure (such as fishing villages and equipped landing points), improvement of security and
fishery products value-added, taking into account fisheries resource sustainability.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

32. The report of the Technical Consultation was discussed on 7 February 2014 but not formally
adopted as the Technical Consultation could not reach consensus on paragraph 6.18. It was therefore
decided that the Chairperson would present his report to the 31% session of COFI.
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Technical Consultation on International Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries
May 20-24, 2013
Opening Address
By
Mr Arni M. Mathiesen
Assistant Director-General
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to FAO.

I am very grateful that you have accepted our invitation to participate in this Technical Consultation on
International Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries and we look forward to a week
of frank discussion, lively debate and a successful resolution.

The Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries explicitly states that one of its objectives is to promote
the contribution of fisheries to food security and food quality, giving priority to the nutritional needs of
local communities. The Code also calls for states to protect the rights of fishers and fishworkers,
particularly those engaged in subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fisheries to a secure and just
livelihood. These are the provisions of the Code that the small-scale fisheries Guidelines seek to address
more specifically.

In the years since the Code was endorsed, we have increasingly recognized the contribution of small-
scale fisheries to food security and poverty reduction and have thus doubled our efforts to increase the
sector’s profile and to promote principles of good governance. The 2008 Global Conference on Small-
Scale Fisheries, that took place in Thailand, discussed three main priority areas of small-scale fisheries:

e Securing sustainable resource use and access rights.
e Securing post-harvest benefits.
e Securing social, economic and human rights.

These are the issues that framed the call for the development of an international instrument on small-
scale fisheries.

Informed by the outcomes of the 2008 Bangkok Conference and of three regional workshops held in
2010, the 29th session of the Committee on Fisheries agreed on the development of international
guidelines that address both inland and marine small-scale fisheries, are of a voluntary nature, focus on
the needs of developing countries, draw on relevant existing instruments and complement the Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. COFI also recommended that all stakeholders should be associated
with its development.

In response to the COFI mandate and in the spirit of cooperation, FAO has coordinated a wide-ranging
three year consultation process that informed the current Draft Guidelines. We are grateful and pleased
that more than 4 000 stakeholders have been engaged directly in a variety and number of fora at national
and regional levels, encompassing from fishers to ministers, in a truly participatory manner.

By working closely with stakeholders from the outset, the development and initial implementation
processes have taken place in parallel. For example, the outcomes of national and regional consultations
are already informing relevant policies on small-scale fisheries.

We must emphasize the strong commitment from governments, regional and international organizations
and CSOs for their support and participation in the consultation process. We thank the Governments of
Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mozambique and the Sultanate of Oman, for hosting regional consultative
workshops, while also expressing our gratitude to all governments for their active support and guiding
comments during this process.
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I am particularly pleased to see so many of our development partners represented here today.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Guidelines you discuss this week are the first dedicated international instrument to directly address
small-scale fisheries. They seek to support responsible governance of fisheries and sustainable social
and economic development for the benefit of current and future generations, with an emphasis on
vulnerable and marginalized people - such as women, children and the elderly, indigenous peoples and
food insecure groups.

The overarching goal of the Guidelines is to enhance the contribution of small-scale fisheries to food
security and nutrition and to support the progressive realization of the right to food. Promoting a human
rights-based approach, they aim to achieve poverty eradication, equitable development and sustainable
resource utilization. The Guidelines seek to achieve this by empowering small-scale fishing
communities, including both men and women, to participate in decision-making, enjoy their human
rights, and assume responsibilities for sustainable use of fishery resources.

The Guidelines seek to give effect to the commitments made at Rio +20 where World Leaders
committed, among others, to ensure and protect access to fisheries and markets by small-scale fishers
and stressed the crucial role of healthy marine ecosystems, sustainable fisheries and sustainable
aquaculture for food security and nutrition and in providing for the livelihoods of millions of people.

The Guidelines complement and support, in addition to the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries,
other international instruments, in particular the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Contexts of National Food Security (Tenure Guidelines)
and the Voluntary Guidelines on the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the
Context of National Food Security (Right to Food Guidelines).

I hope you will have a robust and fruitful discussion over the next five days. I wish you a successful
Consultation.
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Resumed Session of the Technical Consultation on International Guidelines for Securing
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries
February 3-7 2014

DRAFT
Opening Address
by
Dr Lahsen Ababouch
Director, Policy and Economics Division
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Good morning Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of Mr Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director-General of the Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department, I welcome you all to Rome and to FAO to participate in this resumed session of the
Technical Consultation to discuss the final text of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Alleviation.
I would like to express my gratitude that you have once again accepted FAQ’s invitation despite your
responsibilities and busy schedule.

At the outset, I would like to commend all Member States who participated in the first session of the
Technical Consultation, held 20-24 May 2013 and congratulate them for a very fruitful discussion and
advancement of an important part of the text. We should be proud of the progress achieved so far, thanks
also to the excellent stewardship of the Chairman Dr Fabio Hazin.

The strong participation and lively debate seen during the first session demonstrates the enhanced
commitment and importance given to the small-scale fisheries sector by COFI Member States. While
there is still progress to be made in order to fully recognize the contributions small-scale fisheries can
make to improve food security and nutrition and eradicate poverty, the active participation and
engagement by all stakeholders during the development process of these Guidelines clearly show that
we are in the right direction towards achieving this objective.

I am also pleased to see so many of our development partners represented here today and heartened by
the significant representation from Civil Society Organizations, who have been a driving force in the
development process of this instrument and will be a key partner in its implementation.

The first session of this Technical Consultation was carried out in an environment of consensus seeking
debate, which demonstrated the willingness of delegations to reach out and seek common ground on
this urgent topic. More than half of the paragraphs in the Draft Guidelines were reviewed during the
first session. This work highlighted that Member States had diverging views on several issues. Our
challenge during this technical consultation is to reach out for other views with the aim to attain
agreement and consensus on a final text of the Guidelines, especially given that the 31st Session of the
Committee on Fisheries which we hope will endorse them will take place in June, which is just around
the corner.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For this reason I call upon each and every delegation, to make all efforts to complete and approve the
Guidelines during the session we begin today. I call upon Members to show flexibility, to encourage
cooperation and to have the urgent challenges faced by the small-scale sector in mind as you debate the
remaining provisions of the Guidelines.

I would like to reiterate that the Guidelines will be the first dedicated international instrument to address
small-scale fisheries. Their goal is to support responsible governance of fisheries while securing the
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rights of small-scale fishers to sustainably utilize their fisheries resources and promote the social and
economic development of their communities.

Dear colleagues, as you work through the Guidelines, I would also encourage you to think about the
steps following their completion. I would encourage you to send a clear signal to both the Secretariat
and to COFI regarding the high importance of their implementation.

Dear delegates, I will be available during the Technical Consultation should any issues arise, and will
closely follow your discussions. I would also like to inform you that in keeping with existing FAO
practice, an administrative report will be prepared at the conclusion of the consultation. The report will
be factual in content and will include the negotiated and hopefully adopted Guidelines as an attachment.
The Secretariat will present this report alongside the Guidelines to COFI for endorsement and will seek
clear guidance from Member States on the path forward.

The consultative process has been thorough, transparent and lengthy. The time for consultation is
coming to an end. Small-scale fisheries need these guidelines finalized so that we can mobilize ourselves
for their implementation.

Thank you for your attention.
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PREFACE

These Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication have been developed as a complement to the 1995 FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code). They were developed to provide complementary
guidance with respect to small-scale fisheries in support of the overall principles and provisions of the
Code. Accordingly, the Guidelines are intended to support the visibility, recognition and enhancement
of the already important role of small-scale fisheries and to contribute to global and national efforts
towards the eradication of hunger and poverty. The Guidelines support responsible fisheries and
sustainable social and economic development for the benefit of current and future generations, with an
emphasis on small-scale fishers and fish workers and related activities and including vulnerable and
marginalized people promoting a human rights-based approach.

It is emphasized that these Guidelines are voluntary, global in scope and with a focus on the needs of
developing countries.

Small-scale and artisanal fisheries, encompassing all activities along the value chain — pre-harvest,
harvest and post-harvest — undertaken by men and women, play an important role in food security and
nutrition, poverty eradication, equitable development and sustainable resource' utilization. Small-scale
fisheries provide nutritious food for local, national and international markets and generate income to
support local and national economies.

Small-scale fisheries contribute about half of global fish catches. When considering catches destined for
direct human consumption, the share contributed by the subsector increases to two-thirds. Inland
fisheries are particularly important in this respect and small-scale fisheries food production dominates
the subsector. Small-scale fisheries employ more than 90 percent of the world’s capture fishers and fish
workers, about half of whom are women. In addition to employment as full- or part-time fishers and fish
workers, seasonal or occasional fishing and related activities provide vital supplements to the livelihoods
of millions. These activities may be a recurrent sideline activity or become especially important in times
of difficulty. Many small-scale fishers and fish workers are self-employed and engaged in directly
providing food for their household and communities as well as working in commercial fishing,
processing and marketing. Fishing and related activities often underpin the local economies in coastal,
lakeshore and riparian communities and constitute an engine, generating multiplier effects in other
sectors.

Small-scale fisheries represent a diverse and dynamic subsector, often characterized by seasonal
migration. The precise characteristics of the subsector vary depending on the location; indeed, small-
scale fisheries tend to be strongly anchored in local communities, reflecting often historic links to
adjacent fishery resources, traditions and values, and supporting social cohesion. For many small-scale
fishers and fish workers, fisheries represent a way of life and the subsector embodies a diversity and
cultural richness that is of global significance. Many small-scale fishers, fish workers and their
communities — including vulnerable and marginalized groups — are directly dependent on access to
fishery resources and land. Tenure rights to land in the coastal/waterfront area are critical for ensuring
and facilitating access to the fishery, for accessory activities (including processing and marketing), and
for housing and other livelihood support. The health of aquatic ecosystems and associated biodiversity
are a fundamental basis for their livelihoods and for the subsector’s capacity to contribute to overall
well-being.

Despite their importance, many small-scale fishing communities continue to be marginalized, and their
contribution to food security and nutrition, poverty eradication, equitable development and sustainable
resource utilization — which benefits both them and others — is not fully realized.

Securing and increasing the contribution of small-scale fisheries face many challenges and constraints.
The development of the fisheries sector over the past three to four decades has in many cases around the
world led to overexploitation of resources and threats to habitats and ecosystems. Customary practices

! The term “fishery resources’ in this document covers all living aquatic resources (seaweed, shellfish, etc. in both marine and
freshwaters) that are commonly subject to harvesting.
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for the allocation and sharing of resource benefits in small-scale fisheries, which may have been in place
for generations, have been changed as a result of non-participatory and often centralized fisheries
management systems, rapid technology developments and demographic changes. Small-scale fishing
communities also commonly suffer from unequal power relations. In many places, conflicts with large-
scale fishing operations are an issue, and there is increasingly high interdependence or competition
between small-scale fisheries and other sectors. These other sectors can often have stronger political or
economic influence, and they include: tourism, aquaculture, agriculture, energy, mining, industry and
infrastructure developments.

Where poverty exists in small-scale fishing communities, it is of a multidimensional nature and is not
only caused by low incomes but also due to factors that impede full enjoyment of human rights including
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Small-scale fishing communities are commonly
located in remote areas and tend to have limited or disadvantaged access to markets, and may have poor
access to health, education and other social services. Other characteristics include low levels of formal
education, existence of ill health (often including above-average incidences of HIV/AIDS) and
inadequate organizational structures. The opportunities available are limited, as small-scale fishing
communities face a lack of alternative livelihoods, youth unemployment, unhealthy and unsafe working
conditions, forced labour, and child labour. Pollution, environmental degradation, climate change
impacts and natural and human-induced disasters add to the threats facing small-scale fishing
communities. All these factors make it difficult for small-scale fishers and fish workers to make their
voices heard, defend their human rights and tenure rights, and secure the sustainable use of the fishery
resources on which they depend.

These Guidelines have been developed through a participatory and consultative process, involving
representatives of small-scale fishing communities, civil society organizations (CSOs), governments,
regional organizations and other stakeholders. A Technical Consultation of the Food and Agriculture
Organization then reviewed the Guidelines. They take into account a wide range of important
considerations and principles, including equality and non-discrimination, participation and inclusion,
accountability and the rule of law, and the principle that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
interrelated and interdependent. The Guidelines are consistent with and promote international human
rights standards. These Guidelines are complementary to the Code and its related instruments. They also
take into account the technical guidelines, such as the Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries
No. 10 “Increasing the Contribution of Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security”,
as well as other voluntary international instruments, such as the Voluntary Guidelines on the
Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food
Security (Tenure Guidelines) and the Voluntary Guidelines to support the Progressive Realization of the
Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security (Right to Food Guidelines), as
applicable. States and other stakeholders are encouraged to also consult these other guidelines, as well
as relevant international and regional instruments, to fully integrate applicable obligations, voluntary
commitments and available guidance.
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION

1. OBJECTIVES
1.1 The objectives of these Guidelines are:

a) to enhance the contribution of small-scale fisheries to global food security and nutrition and
to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food,

b) to contribute to the equitable development of small-scale fishing communities and poverty
eradication and to improve the socio-economic situation of fishers and fish workers within the
context of sustainable fisheries management,

c) to achieve the sustainable utilization, prudent and responsible management and conservation
of fisheries resources consistent with the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code)
and related instruments,

d) to promote the contribution of small-scale fisheries to an economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable future for the planet and its people,

e) to provide guidance that could be considered by States and stakeholders for the development
and implementation of ecosystem friendly and participatory policies, strategies and legal
frameworks for the enhancement of responsible and sustainable small-scale fisheries, and

f) to enhance public awareness and promote the advancement of knowledge on the culture,
role, contribution and potential of small-scale fisheries, considering ancestral and traditional
knowledge, and their related constraints and opportunities.

1.2 These objectives should be achieved through the promotion of a human rights-based approach,
by empowering small-scale fishing communities, including both men and women, to participate in
decision-making processes, and to assume responsibilities for sustainable use of fishery resources, and
placing emphasis on the needs of developing countries and for the benefit of vulnerable and
marginalized groups.

2. NATURE AND SCOPE

2.1 These Guidelines are voluntary in nature. The Guidelines should apply to small-scale fisheries
in all contexts, be global in scope but with a specific focus on the needs of developing countries.

2.2 These Guidelines are relevant to small-scale fisheries both in marine and inland waters, i.e. men
and women working in the full range of activities along the value chain, and pre- and post-harvest
activities. The important linkages between small-scale fisheries and aquaculture are recognized, but
these Guidelines principally focus on capture fisheries.

2.3 The Guidelines are addressed to FAO Members and non-Members, at all levels of the State, as
well as to subregional, regional, international and intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and small-
scale fisheries actors (fishers, fish workers, their communities, traditional and customary authorities,
and related professional organizations and CSOs). They are also aimed at research and academic
institutions, the private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and all others concerned with
the fisheries sector, coastal and rural development and the use of the aquatic environment.

2.4 The Guidelines recognize the great diversity of small-scale fisheries and that there is no single,
agreed definition of the subsector. Accordingly, the Guidelines do not prescribe a standard definition of
small-scale fisheries nor how the Guidelines should be applied in a national context. These Guidelines
are especially relevant to subsistence small-scale fisheries and vulnerable fisheries people. To ensure
transparency and accountability in the application of the Guidelines, it is important to ascertain which
activities and operators are considered small-scale, and to identify vulnerable and marginalized groups
needing greater attention. This should be undertaken at a regional, subregional or national level and
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according to the particular context in which they are to be applied. States should ensure that such
identification and application are guided by meaningful and substantive participatory, consultative,
multilevel and objective-oriented processes so that the voices of both men and women are heard. All
parties should support and participate, as appropriate and relevant, in such processes.

2.5 These Guidelines should be interpreted and applied in accordance with national legal systems
and their institutions.

3. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

3.1 These Guidelines are based on international human rights standards, responsible fisheries
standards and practices and sustainable development according to the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) outcome document ‘The future we want’, the Code and other
relevant instruments, paying particular attention to vulnerable and marginalized groups and the need to
support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food.

1. Human rights and dignity: recognizing the inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable
human rights of all individuals, all parties should recognize, respect, promote and protect the
human rights principles and their applicability to communities dependent on small-scale
fisheries, as stipulated by international human rights standards: universality and inalienability;
indivisibility; interdependence and interrelatedness; non-discrimination and equality;
participation and inclusion; accountability and the rule of law. States should respect and protect
the rights of defenders of human rights in their work on small-scale fisheries.

All non-state actors including business enterprises related to or affecting small-scale fisheries
have a responsibility to respect human rights. States should regulate the scope of activities in
relation to small-scale fisheries of non-state actors to ensure their compliance with international
human rights standards.

2. Respect of cultures: recognizing and respecting existing forms of organization, traditional
and local knowledge and practices of small-scale fishing communities, including indigenous
peoples and ethnic minorities encouraging women leadership and taking into account Art. 5 of
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

3. Non-discrimination: promoting in the small-scale fisheries the elimination of all kinds of
discrimination in policies and in practice.

4. Gender equality and equity is fundamental to any development. Recognizing the vital role
of women in small-scale fisheries, equal rights and opportunities should be promoted.

5. Equity and equality: promoting justice and fair treatment — both legally and in practice — of
all people and peoples, including equal rights to the enjoyment of all human rights. At the same
time, differences between women and men should be acknowledged and specific measures taken
to accelerate de facto equality, i.e. using preferential treatment where required to achieve
equitable outcomes, particularly for vulnerable and marginalized groups.

6. Consultation and participation: ensuring active, free, effective, meaningful and informed
participation of small-scale fishing communities, including indigenous peoples, taking into
account the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP) in the whole
decision-making process related to fishery resources and arcas where small-scale fisheries
operate as well as adjacent land areas, and taking existing power imbalances between different
parties into consideration. This should include feedback and support from those who could be
affected by decisions prior to these being taken, and responding to their contributions.

7. Rule of law: adopting a rules-based approach for small-scale fisheries through laws that are
widely publicized in applicable languages, applicable to all, equally enforced and independently
adjudicated, and that are consistent with existing obligations under national and international



93

law, and with due regard to voluntary commitments under applicable regional and international
instruments.

8. Transparency: clearly defining and widely publicizing policies, laws and procedures in
applicable languages, and widely publicizing decisions in applicable languages and in formats
accessible to all.

9. Accountability: holding individuals, public agencies and non-state actors responsible for their
actions and decisions according to the principles of the rule of law.

10. Economic, social and environmental sustainability: applying the precautionary approach
and risk management to guard against undesirable outcomes, including overexploitation of
fishery resources and negative environmental, social and economic impacts.

11. Holistic and integrated approaches: recognizing the ecosystem approach to fisheries (EAF)
as an important guiding principle, embracing the notions of comprehensiveness and
sustainability of all parts of ecosystems as well as the livelihoods of small-scale fishing
communities, and ensuring cross-sectoral coordination as small-scale fisheries are closely linked
to and dependent on many other sectors.

12. Social responsibility: promoting community solidarity and collective and corporate
responsibility. The fostering of an environment that promotes collaboration among stakeholders
should be encouraged.

13. Feasibility and social and economic viability: ensuring that policies, strategies, plans and
actions for improving small-scale fisheries governance and development are socially and
economically sound and rational. They should be informed by existing conditions,
implementable and adaptable to changing circumstances, and should support community
resilience.

4. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

4.1 These Guidelines should be interpreted and applied consistent with existing rights and
obligations under national and international law and with due regard to voluntary commitments under
applicable regional and international instruments. They are complementary to and support national,
regional and international initiatives that address human rights, responsible fisheries and sustainable
development. The Guidelines were developed complementary to the Code and support responsible
fisheries and sustainable resource utilization in accordance with this instrument.

4.2 Nothing in the Guidelines should be read as limiting or undermining any rights or obligations
to which a State may be subject under international law. These Guidelines may be used to guide
amendments and inspire new or supplementary legislative and regulatory provisions.

PART 2: RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

5. GOVERNANCE OF TENURE IN SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES AND
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

5.1 These Guidelines recognize the need for responsible and sustainable use of aquatic biodiversity
and natural resources to meet the developmental and environmental requirements of present and future
generations. Small-scale fishing communities need to have secure tenure rights” to the resources that
form the basis for their social and cultural well-being, their livelihoods and their sustainable
development. The Guidelines support equitable distribution of the benefits yielded from responsible

2 The term ‘tenure right’ is used in accordance with the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security.
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management of fisheries and ecosystems, rewarding small-scale fishers and fish workers, both men and
women.

5A. Responsible governance of tenure

5.2 All parties should recognize that responsible governance of tenure of land, fisheries and forests
applicable in small-scale fisheries is central for the realization of human rights, food security, poverty
eradication, sustainable livelihoods, social stability, housing security, economic growth and rural and
social development.

5.3 States, in accordance with their legislation, should ensure that small-scale fishers, fish workers
and their communities have secure, equitable, and socially and culturally appropriate tenure rights to
fishery resources (marine and inland) and small-scale fishing areas and adjacent land, with a special
attention paid to women with respect to tenure rights.

54 All parties, in accordance with their legislation, should recognize, respect and protect all forms
of legitimate tenure rights, taking into account, where appropriate, customary rights, to aquatic resources
and land and small-scale fishing areas enjoyed by small-scale fishing communities. When necessary, in
order to protect various forms of legitimate tenure rights, legislation to this effect should be provided.
States should take appropriate measures to identify, record and respect legitimate tenure right holders
and their rights. Local norms and practices, as well as customary or otherwise preferential access to
fishery resources and land by small-scale fishing communities including indigenous peoples and ethnic
minorities, should be recognized, respected and protected in ways that are consistent with international
human rights law. The UN DRIP and the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities should be taken into account, as appropriate. Where
constitutional or legal reforms strengthen the rights of women and place them in conflict with custom,
all parties should cooperate to accommodate such changes in the customary tenure systems.

5.5 States should recognize the role of small-scale fishing communities and indigenous peoples to
restore, conserve, protect and co-manage local aquatic and coastal ecosystems.

5.6 Where States own or control water (including fishery resources) and land resources, they should
determine the use and tenure rights of these resources taking into consideration, inter alia, social,
economic and environmental objectives. States should, as applicable, recognize and safeguard publically
owned resources that are collectively used and managed, in particular by small-scale fishing
communities.

5.7 Taking due account of Art. 6.18 of the Code, States should where appropriate grant preferential
access of small-scale fisheries to fish in waters under national jurisdiction, with a view to achieving
equitable outcomes for different groups of people, in particular vulnerable groups. Where appropriate,
specific measures, inter alia, the creation and enforcement of exclusive zones for small-scale fisheries,
should be considered. Small-scale fisheries should be given due consideration before agreements on
resource access are entered into with third countries and third parties.

5.8 States should adopt measures to facilitate equitable access to fishery resources for small-scale
fishing communities, including, as appropriate, redistributive reform, taking into account the provisions
of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the
Context of National Food Security.

5.9 States should ensure that small-scale fishing communities are not arbitrarily evicted and that
their legitimate tenure rights are not otherwise extinguished or infringed. States should recognize that
competition from other users is increasing within small-scale fisheries areas and that small-scale fishing
communities, in particular vulnerable and marginalized groups, are often the weaker party in conflicts
with other sectors and may require special support if their livelihoods are threatened by the development
and activities of other sectors.

5.10  States and other parties should, prior to the implementation of large-scale development projects
that might impact small-scale fishing communities, consider the social, economic and environmental
impacts through impact studies, and hold effective and meaningful consultations with these
communities, in accordance with national legislation.
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5.11  States should provide small-scale fishing communities and individuals, including vulnerable
and marginalized people, access through impartial and competent judicial and administrative bodies to
timely, affordable and effective means of resolving disputes over tenure rights in accordance with
national legislation, including alternative means of resolving such disputes, and should provide effective
remedies, which may include an entitlement to appeal, as appropriate. Such remedies should be promptly
enforced in accordance with national legislation and may include restitution, indemnity, just
compensation and reparation.

5.12  States should strive to restore access to traditional fishing grounds and coastal lands to small-
scale fishing communities that have been displaced by natural disasters and/or armed conflict taking
into consideration the sustainability of fisheries resources. States should establish mechanisms to
support fishing communities affected by grave human rights violations to rebuild their lives and
livelihoods. Such steps should include the elimination of any form of discrimination against women in
tenure practices in case of natural disasters and/or armed conflict.

5B. Sustainable resource management

5.13  States and all those engaged in fisheries management should adopt measures for the long-term
conservation and sustainable use of fisheries resources and to secure the ecological foundation for food
production. They should promote and implement appropriate management systems, consistent with their
existing obligations under national and international law and voluntary commitments, including the
Code, that give due recognition to the requirements and opportunities of small-scale fisheries.

5.14  All parties should recognize that rights and responsibilities come together; tenure rights are
balanced by duties, and support the long-term conservation and sustainable use of resources and the
maintenance of the ecological foundation for food production. Small-scale fisheries should utilize
fishing practices that minimize harm to the aquatic environment and associated species and support the
sustainability of the resource.

5.15  States should facilitate, train and support small-scale fishing communities to participate in and
take responsibility for, taking into consideration their legitimate tenure rights and systems, the
management of the resources on which they depend for their well-being and that are traditionally used
for their livelihoods. Accordingly, States should involve small-scale fishing communities — with special
attention to equitable participation of women, vulnerable and marginalized groups — in the design,
planning and, as appropriate, implementation of management measures, including protected areas,
affecting their livelihood options. Participatory management systems, such as co-management, should
be promoted in accordance with national law.

5.16  States should ensure the establishment of new or promote the application of existing monitoring,
control and surveillance (MCS) systems applicable to and suitable for small-scale fisheries. They should
provide support to such systems, involving small-scale fisheries actors as appropriate and promoting
participatory arrangements within the context of co-management. States should ensure effective
monitoring and enforcement mechanisms to deter, prevent and eliminate all forms of illegal and/or
destructive fishing practices having a negative effect on marine and inland ecosystems. States should
endeavour to improve registration of the activity. Small-scale fishers should support the MCS systems
and provide to the state fisheries authorities the information required for the management of the activity.

5.17  States should ensure that the roles and responsibilities within the context of co-management
arrangements of concerned parties and stakeholders are clarified and agreed through a participatory and
legally supported process. All parties are responsible for assuming the management roles agreed to. All
endeavours should be made so that small-scale fisheries are represented in relevant local and national
professional associations and fisheries bodies and actively take part in relevant decision-making and
fisheries policy-making processes.

5.18  States and small-scale fisheries actors should encourage and support the role and involvement
of both men and women, whether engaged in pre-harvest, harvest or post-harvest operations, in the
context of co-management and in the promotion of responsible fisheries, contributing their particular
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knowledge, perspectives and needs. All parties should pay specific attention to the need to ensure
equitable participation of women, designing special measures to achieve this objective.

5.19  Where transboundary and other similar issues exist, e.g. shared waters and fishery resources,
States should work together to ensure that the tenure rights of small-scale fishing communities that are
granted are protected.

5.20  States should avoid policies and financial measures that may contribute to fishing overcapacity
and, hence, overexploitation of resources that have an adverse impact on small-scale fisheries.

6. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK

6.1 All parties should consider integrated, ecosystem and holistic approaches to small-scale
fisheries management and development that take the complexity of livelihoods into account. Due
attention to social and economic development may be needed to ensure that small-scale fishing
communities are empowered and can enjoy their human rights.

6.2 States should promote investment in human resource development such as health, education,
literacy, digital inclusion and other skills of a technical nature that generate value-added of the fisheries
resources as well as awareness raising. States should take steps with a view to progressively ensuring
that members of small-scale fishing communities and crafts peoples have affordable access to these and
other essential services through national and subnational actions, including adequate housing, basic
sanitation that is safe and hygienic, safe drinking-water for personal and domestic uses, and sources of
energy. Preferential treatment of women, indigenous peoples, and vulnerable and marginalized groups
— in providing services and giving effect to non-discrimination and other human rights — should be
accepted and promoted where it is required to ensure equitable benefits.

6.3 States should promote social security protection for workers in small-scale fisheries.
They should take into account the characteristics of small-scale fisheries and apply security schemes to
the entire value chain.

6.4 States should support the development of and access to other services that are appropriate for
small-scale fishing communities with regard to, for example, savings, credit and insurance schemes,
with special emphasis on ensuring the access of women to such services.

6.5 States should recognize as economic and professional operations the full range of activities
along the small-scale fisheries value chain— both pre- and post-harvest; whether in an aquatic
environment or on land; undertaken by men or by women. All activities should be considered: part-time,
occasional and/or for subsistence. Professional and organizational development opportunities should be
promoted, in particular for more vulnerable groups of post-harvest fish workers and women in small-
scale fisheries.

6.6 States should promote decent work for all small-scale fisheries workers, including both the
formal and informal sectors. States should create the appropriate conditions to ensure that fisheries
activities in both the formal and informal sectors are taken into account in order to ensure the
sustainability of small-scale fisheries in accordance with national law.

6.7 States should take steps with a view to the progressive realization of the right of small-scale
fishers and fish workers to an adequate standard of living and to work in accordance with national and
international human rights standards. States should create an enabling environment for sustainable
development in small-scale fishing communities. States should pursue inclusive, non-discriminatory and
sound economic policies for the use of marine, freshwater and land areas in order to permit small-scale
fishing communities and other food producers, particularly women, to earn a fair return from their
labour, capital and management, and encourage conservation and sustainable management of natural
resources.

6.8 States and other stakeholders should support already existing, or the development of,
complementary and alternative income-generating opportunities — in addition to earnings from fisheries-
related activities — for small-scale fishing communities, as required and in support of sustainable
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resource utilization and livelihood diversification. The role of small-scale fisheries in local economies
and the links of the subsector to the wider economy need to be recognized and benefited from. Small-
scale fishing communities should equitably benefit from developments such as community-based
tourism and small-scale responsible aquaculture.

6.9 States and all parties should create conditions for men and women of small-scale fishing
communities to fish and to carry out fisheries-related activities in an environment free from crime,
violence, mafia activities, piracy, theft, sexual abuse, corruption and abuse of authority. All parties
should take steps to institute measures that aim to eliminate violence and to protect women exposed to
such violence in small-scale fishing communities. States should ensure access to justice for victims of
violence, abuse, etc., including within the household or community.

6.10  States and small-scale fisheries actors, including traditional and customary authorities, should
understand, recognize and respect the role of migrant fishers and fish workers in small-scale fisheries,
given that migration is a common livelihood strategy in small-scale fisheries. States and small-scale
fisheries actors should cooperate to create the appropriate frameworks to allow for fair and adequate
integration of migrants who engage in sustainable use of fisheries resources and who do not undermine
local community-based fisheries governance and development in small-scale fisheries in accordance
with national law. States should recognize the importance of coordinating among their respective
national governments in regard to migration of fishers and fish workers in small-scale fisheries across
national borders. Policies and management measures should be worked out in consultation with small-
scale fisheries organizations and institutions.

6.11  States should recognize and address the underlying causes and consequences of transboundary
movement of fishers and contribute to the understanding of transboundary issues affecting the
sustainability of small-scale fisheries.

6.12  States should address occupational health issues and unfair working conditions of all small-
scale fishers and fish workers by ensuring that the necessary legislation is in place and is implemented
in accordance with national legislation and international human rights standards and international
instruments to which a State is party, such as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and relevant conventions of the International Labour Organization (ILO). All
parties should strive to ensure the inclusion of the aspect of occupational health and safety as an integral
part of fisheries management as well as of development initiatives.

6.13  States should eradicate forced labour, prevent debt-bondage of women, men and children, and
adopt effective measures to protect fishers and fish workers, including migrants, with a view to the
complete elimination of forced labour in fisheries, including small-scale fisheries.

6.14  States should provide and enable access to schools and education facilities that meet the needs
of small-scale fishing communities and that facilitate gainful and decent employment of youth,
respecting their career choices and providing equal opportunities for all boys and girls and young men
and women.

6.15  Small-scale fisheries actors should recognize the importance of children’s well-being and
education for the future of the children themselves and of society at large. Children should go to school,
be protected from all abuse and have all their rights respected in accordance with the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

6.16  All parties should recognize the complexity that surrounds safety-at-sea issues (in inland and
marine fisheries) and the multiple causes behind deficient safety. This applies to all fishing activities.
States should ensure the development, enactment and implementation of appropriate national laws and
regulations that are consistent with international guidelines of FAO, the ILO and the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) for work in fishing and sea safety in small-scale fisheries®.

3 These include, inter alia, the 1968 Code of Safety for Fishermen and Fishing Vessels (since revised), the 1980
FAO/ILO/IMO Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels, and
the 2010 Safety Recommendations for Decked Fishing Vessels of Less than 12 Metres in Length and Undecked
Fishing Vessels.
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6.17  States should recognize that improved sea safety, which includes occupational health and safety,
in small-scale fisheries (inland and marine) will best be achieved through the development and
implementation of coherent and integrated national strategies, with the active participation of the fishers
themselves and with elements of regional coordination, as appropriate. In addition, safety at sea of small-
scale fishers should also be integrated into the general management of fisheries. States should provide
support to, among other things, maintenance of national accident reporting, provision of sea safety
awareness programmes and introduction of appropriate legislation for sea safety in small-scale fisheries.
The role of existing institutions and community-based structures for increasing compliance, data
collection, training and awareness, and search and rescue operations should be recognized in this
process. States should promote access to information and to emergency location systems for rescue at
sea for small-scale vessels.

6.18  [All parties should protect the human rights and dignity of small-scale fisheries stakeholders in
situations of occupation to allow them to pursue their traditional livelihoods, to have access to customary
fishing grounds and to preserve their culture and way of life. Their effective participation in decision-
making on matters that affect them should be facilitated.]

[Taking into account the Voluntary Guidelines for the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land,
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security [including section 25], all parties should
protect the human rights and dignity of small-scale fisheries stakeholders in situations of armed conflict
in accordance with international humanitarian law to allow them to pursue their traditional livelihoods,
to have access to customary fishing grounds and to preserve their culture and way of life. Their effective
participation in decision-making on matters that impact them should be facilitated.]

7. VALUE CHAINS, POST-HARVEST AND TRADE

7.1 All parties should recognize the central role that the small-scale fisheries post-harvest subsector
and its actors play in the value chain. All parties should ensure that post-harvest actors are part of
relevant decision-making, recognizing that there are sometimes unequal power relationships between
value chain actors and that vulnerable and marginalized groups may require special support.

7.2 All parties should recognize the role women often play in the post-harvest subsector and support
improvements to facilitate women’s participation in work. States should ensure that amenities and
services appropriate for women are available as required in order to enable women to retain and enhance
their livelihoods in the post-harvest subsector.

7.3 States should foster, provide and enable investments in appropriate infrastructures,
organizational structures and capacity development to support the small-scale fisheries post-harvest
subsector in producing good quality and safe fish and fishery products, for both export and domestic
markets, in a responsible and sustainable manner.

7.4 States and development partners should recognize the traditional forms of associations of fishers
and fish workers and promote their adequate organizational and capacity development in all stages of
the value chain in order to enhance their income and livelihood security in accordance with national
legislation. Accordingly, there should be support for the setting up and the development of cooperatives,
professional organizations of the small-scale fisheries sector and other organizational structures, as well
as marketing mechanisms, e.g. auctions, as appropriate.

7.5 All parties should avoid post-harvest losses and waste and seek ways to create value addition,
building also on existing traditional and local cost-efficient technologies, local innovations and
culturally appropriate technology transfers. Environmentally sustainable practices within an ecosystem
approach should be promoted, deterring, for example, waste of inputs (water, fuelwood, etc.) in small-
scale fish handling and processing.

7.6 States should facilitate access to local, national, regional and international markets and promote
equitable and non-discriminatory trade for small-scale fisheries products. States should work together
to introduce trade regulations and procedures that in particular support regional trade in products from
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small-scale fisheries and taking into account the agreements under the World Trade Organization
(WTO), bearing in mind the rights and obligations of WTO members where appropriate.

7.7 States should give due consideration to the impact of international trade in fish and fishery
products and of vertical integration on local small-scale fishers, fish workers and their communities.
States should ensure that promotion of international fish trade and export production do not adversely
affect the nutritional needs of people for whom fish is critical to a nutritious diet, their health and well-
being and for whom other comparable sources of food are not readily available or affordable.

7.8 States, small-scale fisheries actors and other value chain actors should recognize that benefits
from international trade should be fairly distributed. States should ensure that effective fisheries
management systems are in place to prevent overexploitation driven by market demand that can threaten
the sustainability of fisheries resources, food security and nutrition. Such fisheries management systems
should include responsible post-harvest practices, policies and actions to enable export income to benefit
small-scale fishers and others in an equitable manner throughout the value chain.

7.9 States should adopt policies and procedures, including environmental, social and other relevant
assessments, to ensure that adverse impacts by international trade on the environment, small-scale
fisheries culture, livelihoods and special needs related to food security are equitably addressed.
Consultation with concerned stakeholders should be part of these policies and procedures.

7.10  States should enable access to all relevant market and trade information for stakeholders in the
small-scale fisheries value chain. Small-scale fisheries stakeholders must be able to access timely and
accurate market information to help them adjust to changing market conditions. Capacity development
is also required so that all small-scale fisheries stakeholders and especially women and vulnerable and
marginalized groups can adapt to, and benefit equitably from, opportunities of global market trends and
local situations while minimizing any potential negative impacts.

8. GENDER EQUALITY

8.1 All parties should recognize that achieving gender equality requires concerted efforts by all and
that gender mainstreaming should be an integral part of all small-scale fisheries development strategies.
These strategies to achieve gender equality require different approaches in different cultural contexts
and should challenge practices that are discriminatory against women.

8.2 States should comply with their obligations under international human rights law and implement
the relevant instruments to which they are party, including, inter alia, CEDAW, and should bear in mind
the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action. States should endeavour to secure women’s equal
participation in decision-making processes for policies directed towards small-scale fisheries. States
should adopt specific measures to address discrimination against women, while creating spaces for
CSOs, in particular for women fish workers and their organizations, to participate in monitoring their
implementation. Women should be encouraged to participate in fisheries organizations, and relevant
organizational development support should be provided.

83 States should establish policies and legislation to realize gender equality and, as appropriate,
adapt legislation, policies and measures that are not compatible with gender equality, taking into account
social, economic and cultural aspects. States should be at the forefront of implementing actions for
achieving gender equality by, inter alia, recruiting both men and women as extension staff and ensuring
that both men and women have equal access to extension and technical services, including legal support,
related to fisheries. All parties should collaborate to develop functional evaluation systems to assess the
impact of legislation, policies and actions for improving women'’s status and achieving gender equality.

8.4 All parties should encourage the development of better technologies of importance and
appropriate to women’s work in small-scale fisheries.
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9. DISASTER RISKS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

9.1 States should recognize that combating climate change, including in the context of sustainable
small-scale fisheries, requires urgent and ambitious action, in accordance with the objectives, principles
and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), taking
into account the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) outcome document
‘The future we want’.

9.2 All parties should recognize and take into account the differential impact of natural and human-
induced disasters and climate change on small-scale fisheries. States should develop policies and plans
to address climate change in fisheries, in particular strategies for adaptation and mitigation, where
applicable, as well as for building resilience, in full and effective consultation with fishing communities
including indigenous peoples, men and women, paying particular attention to vulnerable and
marginalized groups. Special support should be given to small-scale fishing communities living on small
islands where climate change may have particular implications for food security, nutrition, housing and
livelihoods.

9.3 All parties should recognize the need for integrated and holistic approaches, including cross-
sectoral collaboration, in order to address disaster risks and climate change in small-scale fisheries.
States and other relevant parties should take steps to address issues such as pollution, coastal erosion
and destruction of coastal habitats due to human-induced non-fisheries-related factors. Such concerns
seriously undermine the livelihoods of fishing communities as well as their ability to adapt to possible
impacts of climate change.

9.4 States should consider assisting and supporting small-scale fishing communities affected by
climate change or natural and human-induced disasters, including through adaptation, mitigation and
aid plans, where appropriate.

9.5 In case of disasters caused by humans, impacting small-scale fisheries, the responsible party
should be held accountable.

9.6 All parties should take into account the impact that climate change and disasters may have on
the post-harvest and trade subsector in the form of changes in fish species and quantities, fish quality
and shelf-life, and implications with regard to market outlets. States should provide support to small-
scale fisheries stakeholders with regard to adjustment measures in order to reduce negative impacts.
When new technologies are introduced, they need to be flexible and adaptive to future changes in
species, products and markets, and climatic variability.

9.7 States should understand how emergency response and disaster preparedness are related in
small-scale fisheries and apply the concept of the relief-development continuum. Longer-term
development objectives need to be considered throughout the emergency sequence, including in the
immediate relief phase, and rehabilitation, reconstruction and recovery should include actions to reduce
vulnerabilities to potential future threats. The concept of ‘building back better’ should be applied in
disaster response and rehabilitation.

9.8 All parties should promote the role of small-scale fisheries in efforts related to climate change
and should encourage and support energy efficiency in the subsector, including the whole value chain —
fishing, post-harvest, marketing and distribution.

9.9 States should consider making available to small-scale fishing communities transparent access
to adaptation funds, facilities and/or culturally appropriate technologies for climate change adaptation,
as appropriate.
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PART 3: ENSURING AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT AND SUPPORTING
IMPLEMENTATION

10. POLICY COHERENCE, INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION AND
COLLABORATION

10.1  States should recognize the need for and work towards policy coherence with regard to, inter
alia: national legislation; international human rights law; other international instruments, including those
related to indigenous peoples; economic development policies; energy, education, health and rural
policies; environmental protection; food security and nutrition policies; labour and employment policies;
trade policies; disaster risk management (DRM) and climate change adaptation (CCA) policies; fisheries
access arrangements; and other fisheries sector policies, plans, actions and investments in order to
promote holistic development in small-scale fishing communities. Special attention should be paid to
ensuring gender equity and equality.

10.2  States should, as appropriate, develop and use spatial planning approaches, including inland and
marine spatial planning, that take due account of the small-scale fisheries interests and role in integrated
coastal zone management. Through consultation, participation and publicizing, gender-sensitive policies
and laws on regulated spatial planning should be developed as appropriate. Where appropriate, formal
planning systems should consider methods of planning and territorial development used by small-scale
fishing and other communities with customary tenure systems, and decision-making processes within
those communities.

10.3  States should adopt specific policy measures to ensure the harmonization of policies affecting
the health of marine and inland waterbodies and ecosystems and to ensure that fisheries, agriculture and
other natural-resource policies collectively enhance the interrelated livelihoods derived from these
sectors.

10.4  States should ensure that fisheries policy provides a long-term vision for sustainable small-scale
fisheries and the eradication of hunger and poverty, using an ecosystem approach. The overall policy
framework for fisheries should be coherent with the long-term vision and policy framework for small-
scale fisheries and human rights, paying particular attention to vulnerable and marginalized people.

10.5  States should establish and promote the institutional structures and linkages — including local—
national-regional-global linkages and networks — necessary for achieving policy coherence, cross-
sectoral collaboration and the implementation of holistic and inclusive ecosystem approaches in the
fisheries sector. At the same time, there is a need for clear responsibilities and there should be well-
defined points of contact in government authorities and agencies for small-scale fishing communities.

10.6  Small-scale fisheries stakeholders should promote collaboration among their professional
associations, including fisheries cooperatives and CSOs. They should establish networks and platforms
for the exchange of experiences and information and to facilitate their involvement in policy- and
decision-making processes relevant to small-scale fisheries communities.

10.7  States should recognize, and promote as appropriate, that local governance structures may
contribute to an effective management of small-scale fisheries, taking into account the ecosystem
approach and in accordance with national law.

10.8  States should promote enhanced international, regional and subregional cooperation in securing
sustainable small-scale fisheries. States, as well as international, regional and subregional organizations,
as appropriate, should support capacity development to enhance the understanding of small-scale
fisheries and assist the subsector in matters that require subregional, regional or international
collaboration, including appropriate and mutually agreed technology transfer.

11. INFORMATION, RESEARCH AND COMMUNICATION

11.1  States should establish systems of collecting fisheries data, including bioecological, social,
cultural and economic data relevant for decision-making on sustainable management of small-scale
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fisheries with a view to ensuring sustainability of ecosystems, including fish stocks, in a transparent
manner. Efforts should be made to also produce gender-disaggregated data in official statistics, as well
as data allowing for an improved understanding and visibility of the importance of small-scale fisheries
and its different components, including socio-economic aspects.

11.2  All stakeholders and small-scale fisheries communities should recognize the importance of
communication and information, which are necessary for effective decision-making.

11.3  States should endeavour to prevent corruption, particularly through increasing transparency,
holding decision-makers accountable, and ensuring that impartial decisions are delivered promptly and
through appropriate participation and communication with small-scale fishing communities.

11.4  All parties should recognize small-scale fishing communities as holders, providers and receivers
of knowledge. It is particularly important to understand the need for access to appropriate information
by small-scale fishing communities and their organizations in order to help them cope with existing
problems and empower them to improve their livelihoods. These information requirements depend on
current issues facing communities and concern the biological, legal, economic, social and cultural
aspects of fisheries and livelihoods.

11.5  States should ensure that the information necessary for responsible small-scale fisheries and
sustainable development is available, including on illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. It
should relate to, inter alia, disaster risks, climate change, livelihoods and food security with particular
attention to the situation of vulnerable and marginalized groups. Information systems with low data
requirements should be developed for data-poor situations.

11.6  All parties should ensure that the knowledge, culture, traditions and practices of small-scale
fishing communities, including indigenous peoples, are recognized and, as appropriate, supported, and
that they inform responsible local governance and sustainable development processes. The specific
knowledge of women fishers and fish workers must be recognized and supported. States should
investigate and document traditional fisheries knowledge and technologies in order to assess their
application to sustainable fisheries conservation, management and development.

11.7  States and other relevant parties should provide support to small-scale fishing communities, in
particular to indigenous peoples, women and those that rely on fishing for subsistence, including, as
appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to organize, maintain, exchange and improve
traditional knowledge of aquatic living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade knowledge on
aquatic ecosystems.

11.8  All parties should promote the availability, flow and exchange of information, including on
aquatic transboundary resources, through the establishment or use of appropriate existing platforms and
networks at community, national, subregional and regional level, including both horizontal and vertical
two-way information flows. Taking into account the social and cultural dimensions, appropriate
approaches, tools and media should be used for communication with and capacity development for
small-scale fishing communities.

11.9  States and other parties should, to the extent possible, ensure that funds are available for small-
scale fisheries research, and collaborative and participatory data collection, analyses and research should
be encouraged. States and other parties should endeavour to integrate this research knowledge into their
decision-making processes. Research organizations and institutions should support capacity
development to allow small-scale fishing communities to participate in research and in the utilization of
research findings. Research priorities should be agreed upon through a consultative process focusing on
the role of small-scale fisheries in sustainable resource utilization, food security and nutrition, poverty
eradication, and equitable development, including also DRM and CCA considerations.

11.10  States and other relevant parties should promote research into the conditions of work, including
migrant fishers and fish workers, health, education, decision-making, etc. in the context of gender
relations, in order to inform strategies for ensuring equitable benefits for men and women in fisheries.
Efforts to mainstream gender should include the use of gender analysis in the design phase of policies,
programmes and projects for small-scale fisheries in order to design gender-sensitive interventions.
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Gender-sensitive indicators should be used to monitor and address gender inequalities and to capture
how interventions have contributed towards social change.

11.11 Recognizing the role of small-scale fisheries in seafood production, States and other parties
should promote the consumption of fish and fishery products within consumer education programmes
in order to increase awareness of the nutritional benefits of eating fish and impart knowledge on how to
assess fish and fishery product quality.

12.  CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

12.1  States and other parties should enhance the capacity of small-scale fishing communities in order
to enable them to participate in decision-making processes. To this effect, it should be ensured that the
range and diversity of the small-scale fisheries subsector along the entire value chain is appropriately
represented through the creation of legitimate, democratic and representative structures. Specific
attention should be paid to the need to work towards the equitable participation of women in such
structures. Where appropriate and necessary, separate spaces and mechanisms should be provided to
enable women to organize autonomously at various levels on issues of particular relevance to them.

12.2 States and other stakeholders should provide capacity building, for example through
development programmes, to allow small-scale fisheries to benefit from market opportunities.

12.3  All parties should recognize that capacity development should build on existing knowledge and
skills and be a two-way process of knowledge transfer, providing for flexible and suitable learning
pathways to meet the needs of individuals, including both men and women and vulnerable and
marginalized groups. Moreover, capacity development should include building the resilience and
adaptive capacity of small-scale fishing communities in relation to DRM and CCA.

12.4  Government authorities and agencies at all levels should work to develop knowledge and skills
to support sustainable small-scale fisheries development and successful co-management arrangements,
as appropriate. Particular attention should be given to decentralized and local government structures
directly involved in governance and development processes together with small-scale fishing
communities, including the area of research.

13. IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT AND MONITORING

13.1  All parties are encouraged to implement these Guidelines in accordance with national priorities
and circumstances.

13.2  States and all other parties should promote aid effectiveness and responsible use of financial
resources. Development partners, specialized Agencies of the United Nations, and regional
organizations are encouraged to support voluntary efforts by States to implement these Guidelines,
including through South—South cooperation. Such support could include technical cooperation, financial
assistance, institutional capacity development, knowledge sharing and exchange of experiences,
assistance in developing national small-scale fisheries policies and transfer of technology.

13.3  States and all other parties should work together to create awareness of the Guidelines, also by
disseminating simplified and translated versions for the benefit of those working in small-scale fisheries.
States and all other parties should develop a specific set of materials on gender to secure the effective
dissemination of information on gender and women’s role in small-scale fisheries and to highlight steps
that need to be taken to improve women’s status and their work.

13.4  States should recognize the importance of monitoring systems that allow their institutions to
assess progress towards implementation of the objectives and recommendations in these Guidelines.
Assessments of the impact on the enjoyment of the progressive realization of the right to adequate food
in the context of national food security and on poverty eradication should be included. Mechanisms
allowing the results of monitoring to feed back into policy formulation and implementation should be
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included. Gender should be taken into consideration in monitoring by using gender-sensitive
approaches, indicators and data. States and all parties should elaborate participatory assessment
methodologies that allow a better understanding and documentation of the true contribution of small-
scale fisheries to sustainable resource management for food security and poverty eradication including
both men and women.

13.5  States should facilitate the formation of national-level platforms, with cross-sectoral
representation and with strong representation of CSOs, to oversee implementation of the Guidelines, as
appropriate. Legitimate representatives of small-scale fishing communities should be involved both in
the development and application of implementation strategies for the Guidelines and in monitoring.

13.6  FAO should promote and support the development of a Global Assistance Programme, with
regional plans of action to support the implementation of these Guidelines.
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(ANNEX F)

COFI Members’ statements on the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication

Canada
Explanation of Position

Canada joins consensus on the endorsement by the Committee on Fisheries of the Voluntary Guidelines
for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication.
Canada notes that these Guidelines are voluntary and not legally binding.

Canada wishes to indicate our concern regarding the singling out of small-scale fisheries stakeholders
“in situations of occupation” and notes that in Canada’s view, including this language in the Voluntary
Guidelines serves only to unhelpfully politicize the process. A specialized body such as the FAO should
instead rely on the strength of technical and professional arguments. Canada also wishes to note that
this text was proposed late in the process on a topic that had not been previously discussed nor aimed to
resolve an outstanding issue. While Canada joins the consensus, this represents a significant compromise
on Canada’s behalf and we wish to have this position noted.

Canada supports small, coastal and in-shore fish harvesters and their traditional ways of life. We have
demonstrated support through our domestic policies, approaches and programs and today with our
support for these Voluntary Guidelines. Regarding the guideline that refers to traditional livelihoods
and access to customary fishing grounds, Canada’s interpretation of this guideline will be consistent
with domestic and international law, noting that this guideline does not necessarily reflect customary
international law.

The Guidelines can serve as a useful reference to strengthen and improve the governance of issues
related to the sustainability of small-scale fisheries. We call on all stakeholders to recognize their value
in this regard and make appropriate use of the guidance that is set out in the Voluntary Guidelines.

We offer our congratulations to all those who worked so hard to bring us to this day.

Mr Chairman, we request that this statement be included in the report of the meeting.

Mexico
Mexico supports the Guidelines and celebrates their adoption.

Small-scale fishing is essential to food security and regional development, so its importance should be
measured through quantitative and qualitative criteria.

Therefore it is important to recognize, as the Guidelines do, the importance of adding value to production
and facilitating market access as stipulated in clause 7.6.

In addition, it is important to recognize that to insure the sustainability of resources, as indicated by
section 5, certain conservation measures should be adopted that, on occasion negatively impact fishing
communities. As such, it is necessary to adopt economic compensation mechanisms, for example during
closed seasons or modifications to fishing gear, that are oriented towards capacity development and
ensure that these continue to be recognized and permissible under the schemes set forth by this
Organization, the WTO and commercial agreement such as the TPP (Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic
Partnership o Trans-Pacific Partnership)

We solicit that this declaration is included in the Committee’s report.
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APPENDIX H
Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance
Statement of purpose and principles
1. These Guidelines for Flag State Performance are voluntary. However, certain elements

are based on relevant rules of international law, including those reflected in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982. The objective of these Guidelines is
to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing or fishing
related activities in support of such fishing referred to in paragraph 4, through the effective
implementation of flag State responsibilities and thereby to ensure the long-term conservation
and sustainable use of living marine resources and marine ecosystems.

2. In its exercise of effective flag State responsibility, the flag State should:

(a) act in accordance with international law with respect to flag State duties;

(b) respect national sovereignty and coastal State rights;

(c) prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of
such fishing;

(d) effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control over vessels flying its flag;

(e) take measures to ensure that persons subject to its jurisdiction, including owners and
operators of vessels flying its flag, do not support or engage in [UU fishing or fishing
related activities in support of such fishing;

(f) ensure the conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources;

(g) take effective action against non-compliance by vessels flying its flag;

(h) discharge its duty to cooperate in accordance with international law;

(i) exchange information and coordinate activities among relevant national agencies;

(j) exchange information with other States and give mutual legal assistance in
investigation and judicial proceedings, as required by their respective international
obligations; and

(k) recognize the special interests of developing States, in particular the least developed
among them and small island developing States, and to cooperate to enhance their
abilities as flag States including through capacity development.

Scope of application

Geographical

3. These Guidelines apply to fishing and fishing related activities in maritime areas beyond
national jurisdiction. They might also apply to fishing and fishing related activities within the
national jurisdiction of the flag State, or of a coastal State, upon their respective consent,
without prejudice to paragraphs 9 and 39 to 43. Where a vessel operates in maritime areas under
the jurisdiction of a State other than the flag State the application of these Guidelines is subject
to the sovereign rights of the coastal State.

Vessels

4. These Guidelines apply to any ship, boat or other type of vessel used, equipped to be
used or designed to be used for fishing and fishing related activities, defined, for the purposes
of these Guidelines, as any operation in support of, or in preparation for, fishing, including the
landing, packaging, processing, transhipping or transporting of fish that have not been
previously landed at a port, as well as the provisioning of personnel, fuel, gear and other
supplies at sea, excluding fishing for subsistence.
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5. Where a coastal State authorizes any vessel chartered by its nationals to engage in
fishing and fishing related activities exclusively in areas under its national jurisdiction and
under its control, such vessels should be subject to measures by the coastal State that are as
effective as measures applied in relation to vessels flying its flag while in waters of the coastal
State.

Performance assessment criteria

General

6. The flag State has incorporated the flag State principles and rules that are binding on it
in accordance with international law into its domestic laws, regulations, policies and practices.

7. The flag State has taken such measures as may be necessary to ensure that vessels flying
its flag do not engage in any activity that undermines the effectiveness of international
conservation and management measures or the flag State accepts and implements the
conservation and management measures adopted by a relevant regional fisheries management
organization or arrangement (RFMO/As).

8. The flag State effectively contributes to the functioning of the RFMO/A in which it
participates (i.e. the flag State implements its duties as a contracting party or as a cooperating
non-party, including reporting requirements for fishing and fishing related activities and
ensuring compliance by its vessels).

9. The flag State ensures that vessels flying its flag do not conduct unauthorized fishing
and fishing related activities within areas under the national jurisdiction of other States.

10. The flag State supports cooperation among flag States on managing capacity and fishing
effort, catch limits and output controls.

Fisheries management

11. The flag State has established an institutional, legal, technical foundation or framework
for fisheries management, such as that referred to in Article 7 of the 1995 FAO Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries (“the Code”), that should include, at a minimum:

(a) a government agency or statutory authority or statutory oversight of an agency or a
body with a clear mandate and accountability for the results of fisheries management
policy;

(b) an agency or authority to issue regulations and ensure control and enforcement;

(c) internal organization for inter-departmental coordination, in particular coordination
between fisheries authorities and vessel registry authorities; and

(d) infrastructure for scientific advice.

12.  The flag State has adopted laws, regulations or other arrangements implementing
conservation and management measures, which should include, at a minimum:

(a) principles, rules and standards contained in relevant international instruments as
applicable and the provisions of paragraph 2 of these Guidelines, as well as any
applicable RFMO/As conservation and management measures;

(b) a national framework, such as national plans or programmes, to manage capacity
and fishing effort, catch limits and output control and to combat [UU fishing or
fishing related activities in support of such fishing; and

(c) regulation of transshipment.
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13. The flag State effectively implements conservation and management measures,
including the following:
(a) the flag State ensures that the obligations incumbent upon the vessel owners,
operators and crews are clearly accessible and communicated to them;
(b) the flag State provides guidance to the fishing sector to meet these obligations; and
(c) the flag State effectively manages the fishing and fishing related activities of the
vessels flying its flag in a manner that ensures the conservation and sustainable use
of living marine resources.

Information, registration and records

14. The flag State follows minimum requirements, such as:

(a) the FAO Standard Specifications and Guidelines for Marking and Identification of
Fishing Vessels and relevant requirements of the International Maritime
Organization;

(b) information on vessel owners and operators which identifies effective beneficial
owners and operators;

(c) information on the history of the vessel identifies prior flag and name changes; and

(d) characteristics of the vessel.

15. The flag State cooperates with other States by exchanging information on registration,
deregistration and suspension of registration of vessels, all as part of the procedure to verify a
vessel’s record and, where applicable, history for purposes of registration, deregistration and
suspension of registration.

16. The flag State follows registration procedures, which include:

(a) verification of vessel history;

(b) grounds for refusal of registration of the vessel, including, to the extent possible,
that it is on an [UU fishing vessel list or record, or is registered in two or more States;

(c) deregistration requirements;

(d) notification of changes and regular update requirements; and

(e) coordination of registration among relevant agencies (e.g. fisheries, merchant
marine) and with prior flag States to determine whether there are pending
investigations or sanctions that may provide a motive for flag hopping, that is to say,
the practice of repeated and rapid changes of a vessel’s flag for the purposes of
circumventing conservation and management measures or provisions which have
been adopted at a national, regional or global level or of facilitating non-compliance
with such measures or provisions.

17. The flag State's registration procedures are accessible and transparent.

18. The flag State avoids registration of vessels with a history of non-compliance, as
appropriate, except where:
(a) the ownership of the vessel has subsequently changed and the new owner has
provided
sufficient evidence demonstrating that the previous owner or operator has no further
legal, beneficial or financial interest in, or control of, the vessel; or
(b) having taken into account all relevant facts, it determines that flagging the vessel
would not result in IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing.

19. The flag State conducts the registration of a vessel and issues an authorization to engage
in fishing and fishing related activities in a coordinated manner, that ensures each gives
appropriate consideration to the other, and appropriate links exist between the operation of the
vessel registers and the records of vessels referred to in paragraph 4. Where such functions are
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not undertaken by one agency, the flag State ensures that sufficient cooperation and information
sharing exists between the agencies responsible for those functions.

20. The flag State refuses registration of vessels that already hold a registration from another
State, except in the case of a temporary parallel registration.

21. The flag State makes registry data available to relevant internal government users.

22. The flag State makes registry data publicly available and easily accessible subject to
any applicable confidentiality requirements.

23. The flag State takes all practicable steps, including the denial to a vessel of the
entitlement to fly that State’s flag, to prevent flag hopping.

24, The flag State settles pending sanctions against a vessel before it deregisters the vessel,
where applicable.

25. The flag State maintains a record of vessels referred to in paragraph 4 and flying its flag,
and includes, for vessels authorized to engage in fishing and fishing related activities on the
high seas, all the information set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article VI of the 1993 FAO
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas (the “Compliance Agreement”). It may also
include, inter alia:

(a) the previous names, if any and if known;

(b) name, address and nationality of the natural or legal person in whose name the vessel
is registered,

(c) name, street address, mailing address and nationality of the natural or legal persons
responsible for managing the operations of the vessel;

(d) name, street address, mailing address and nationality of natural or legal persons with
beneficial ownership of the vessel;

(e) name and ownership history of the vessel, and, where this is known, the history of
non-compliance by that vessel, in accordance with national laws, with conservation
and management measures or provisions adopted at a national, regional or global
level; and

(f) vessel dimensions, and where appropriate, a photograph, taken at the time of
registration or at the conclusion of any more recent structural alterations, showing a
side profile view of the vessel.

26. The flag State requires records of vessels to be kept in accordance with relevant
subregional, regional and international standards and requirements.

27. The flag State regularly updates national vessel registries and records.

28.  The flag State effectively carries out, prior to registration, verification of vessel records

and, where applicable, history.

Authorizations

29. The flag State has in place a regime for authorizing fishing and fishing related activities
(e.g. licensing), which ensures that no vessel is allowed to operate unless so authorized in a
manner consistent with international law and with the sustainability of the relevant stocks,
including:
(a) appropriate scope for authorization of fishing and fishing related activities,
including conditions for the protection of marine ecosystems;
(b) prior assessment of a vessel’s history of compliance and ability to comply with
applicable measures; and
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minimum information requirements in the authorization that allow identification of
accountable persons, areas and species, including:
(i) thename of the vessel, and, where appropriate, the natural or legal person authorized

to engage in fishing and fishing related activities;

(ii) the areas, scope and duration of the authorization to engage in fishing and fishing

related activities;

(ii1) the species, fishing gear authorized, and where appropriate, other applicable

management measures; and

(iv) relevant conditions under which an authorization is issued that may, where required,

include those in paragraph 47 of the 2001 FAO International Plan of Action to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing (the
“IPOA-IUU”), as shown in Annex 1.

The flag State effectively implements a regime for authorizing fishing and fishing

related activities (e.g. licensing), including issuing an authorization only where it is satisfied

that:

(a) the vessel has the ability to comply with the terms and conditions of the
authorization;

(b) it can effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control over the vessel to ensure
compliance with applicable conservation and management measures; and

(c) it can effectively exercise its enforcement jurisdiction and authority over the holder
of the authorization.

Monitoring, control, surveillance and enforcement

31.

The flag State implements a control regime over vessels flying its flag that includes, as

a minimum;

32.

(a) legal authority to take control of the vessels (e.g. denial of sailing, recall to port);

(b) establishment and maintenance of an up-to-date record of vessels;

(c) monitoring tools, such as vessel monitoring systems, logbooks/documentation, and
observers;

(d) mandatory requirements regarding fisheries-related data that must be recorded and
reported in a timely manner by the vessels (e.g. catches, effort, bycatches and
discards, landings and transshipments); and

(e) an inspection regime, including at sea and at port.

The flag State has in place an enforcement regime, which includes, as a minimum:

(a) capacity to detect and take enforcement action with respect to violations;

(b) authority and capacity to conduct timely investigations of violations, including the
establishment of the identity of the violators and the nature of the violations;

(c) an appropriate system for the acquisition, collection, preservation and maintenance
of the integrity of evidence;

(d) a system of sanctions proportionate to the seriousness of the violation and adequate
in severity to be effective in securing compliance and to discourage violations, and
deprive offenders of benefits accruing from their illegal activities;

(e) cooperation and mutual legal assistance, including as appropriate information
sharing and reporting arrangements with other States, international organizations
including RFMO/As relating to enforcement, as well as the timeliness of action
following requests for assistance; and

(f) prohibition of high seas fishing and fishing related activities by a vessel flying its
flag where such vessel has been involved in the commission of a serious violation
of relevant subregional or regional conservation and management measures
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applicable to the high seas, until such time as all outstanding sanctions imposed by
the flag State in respect of the violation have been complied with in accordance with
its laws.

33. The flag State undertakes comprehensive and effective monitoring, control and
surveillance (MCS) of fishing and fishing related activities, including, to the extent possible,
measures and actions described in paragraph 24 of the IPOA-IUU, as shown in Annex 2.

34. The flag State contributes to joint MCS and enforcement efforts, where applicable.

35. The flag State takes action in respect of vessels flying its flag and identified as
participating in IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing.

36. Where the flag State implements an enforcement regime, the evidence regarding
violations is diligently gathered and treated, including making available to enforcement
authorities of other States and, if applicable, to RFMO/As evidence relating to alleged
violations to the extent permitted by domestic law. Violations are investigated and procedures
for sanctions initiated in accordance with domestic laws, regulations, policies and practices in
a timely manner.

37. Where the flag State implements an enforcement regime and where enforcement actions
by flag States are adopted by an RFMO/A, such States ensure that adequate and timely
mechanisms to resolve disputes in respect of those actions exist within relevant RFMO/As.

38. The flag State implements effective and timely sanctions, that include the following:

(a) sanctions are applied in proportion to the seriousness of the violation and are
adequate in severity to be effective in securing compliance and to discourage
violations wherever they occur and deprive offenders of benefits accruing from their
illegal activities;

(b) the flag State promotes knowledge and understanding of MCS issues within national
judicial and administrative systems;

(c) the flag State has in place judicial and/or administrative processes capable of
meeting these Guidelines, to the extent possible, in a timely and effective manner;

(d) the flag State is capable of ensuring that sanctions are complied with including,
where appropriate, preventing the vessel from engaging in [UU fishing or fishing
related activities in support of such fishing until sanctions are complied with; and

(e) the flag State responds in a timely manner to requests from other States or, if
applicable, RFMO/As to take measures in respect of vessels flying its flag.

Cooperation between flag States and coastal States

39. Where a coastal State decides to engage in a fisheries access agreement with a flag State,
the flag State should cooperate with the coastal State to agree on how to implement their
respective roles and responsibilities under that agreement in advance of any fishing and fishing
related activities by flag State vessels while in the national jurisdiction of the coastal State
pursuant to paragraph 3.

40. The flag State should only enter into fisheries access agreements with a coastal State
when both are satisfied that such activities will not undermine the sustainability of living marine
resources within the jurisdiction of the coastal State. The flag State should also be ready to
cooperate with the coastal State in that regard.

41. The flag State should only allow vessels flying its flag to acquire or utilize
authorizations outside of agreements referred to in paragraph 40 for activities in the maritime
areas under the jurisdiction of a coastal State when both States are satisfied that such activities
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will not undermine the sustainability of living marine resources of that coastal State, taking into
account the best scientific evidence available and the precautionary approach.

42. Pursuant to paragraphs 6 and 9, the flag State should, in accordance with its international
obligations, impose sanctions, notwithstanding those that may be applied by a coastal State
under the coastal State’s own laws and jurisdiction, on vessels flying its flag that have violated
the flag State’s legislation related to fishing and fishing related activities in maritime areas
under coastal State jurisdiction.

43. The flag State, in accordance with its legislation and its international obligations, should
cooperate with a coastal State, by exchanging all relevant information regarding the activities
of the vessels flying its flag with respect to fishing and fishing related activities by such vessels
in maritime areas under the jurisdiction of such coastal State.

Procedure for carrying out assessments

44. All flag States are encouraged to have performance assessments conducted periodically.
45.  Where the flag State undertakes self-assessment it is encouraged to:
(a) do so through a transparent process including competent authorities and internal
consultations;

(b) make the results publicly available;

(c) consider the participation of an assessor, possibly in cooperation with an
international organization;

(d) consider international mechanisms for self-assessment, including assistance;

(e) develop a validation process; and

(f) consider possible linkages with multilateral assessment, including the need for
global consistency among self-assessments.

46. Where a flag State decides to undertake an external assessment it is encouraged to invite
a competent multilateral body or, if so desired by the flag State, another State or States to
conduct the assessment. Such an external assessment should:
(a) apply these Guidelines and, if applicable, the result of RFMO/As flag State
assessment; and
(b) ensure there is due regard for transparency and international law.

Encouraging compliance and deterring non-compliance by flag States

47. Measures taken in light of the results of an assessment may include:

(a) corrective actions, as appropriate, taken by the flag State;

(b) cooperative actions by the flag State and other interested States, including through
RFMOV/As, as appropriate, such as:
(i) engaging in consultations;
(i1) offering assistance and capacity development;
(iii) sharing information on the conclusions of the assessment and follow-up

actions with other interested States and, if applicable, RFMO/As; and

(iv) engaging in available dispute resolution mechanisms, as applicable;

(c) measures as set out in the [POA-IUU and the Code as well as other relevant
international instruments, as applicable.

Cooperation with and assistance to developing States with a view to capacity development

48. Providing assistance to developing States to help them improve their performance as
flag States is in the mutual interest of all States.
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49. States should give full recognition to the special requirements of developing States in
relation to improving flag State performance consistent with these Guidelines. States may,
either directly or through international organizations, including RFMO/As, provide assistance
to developing States in order for them to enhance their ability to:

(a) develop an adequate legal and regulatory framework;

(b) strengthen institutional organization and infrastructure needed to ensure adequate
control of vessels flying their flag;

(c) develop, implement and improve practical and effective MCS;

(d) build institutional and human resource capacity to process and analyse scientific and
other data, and make them available to relevant users, including relevant RFMO/As;
and

(e) participate in international organizations that promote flag State performance.

50. States should give due regard to the special requirements of developing States, in
particular the least-developed among them and small island developing States, to ensure that
they have the ability to implement these Guidelines.

51. States and RFMO/As should enhance the ability of developing States to participate in
high seas fisheries, including access to such fisheries.

52. States may, either directly or through FAO, assess the special requirements of
developing States to implement these Guidelines.

53. States may cooperate to establish appropriate funding mechanisms to assist developing
States to implement these Guidelines. These mechanisms may be directed specifically towards,
inter alia:
(a) enhancing flag State performance;
(b) developing and enhancing capacity relevant to flag State performance, including for
MCS and for training, at the national and regional levels, for MCS and
administrative and legal personnel involved in enforcement; and
(c) MCS activities relevant to flag State performance, including access to technology
and equipment.

54. Cooperation with and among developing States for the purposes set out in these
Guidelines may include the provision of technical and financial assistance, including South-
South cooperation.

55. States may establish an ad hoc working group to periodically report and make
recommendations on the establishment of funding mechanisms.

Role of FAO

56. States should report to FAO on progress with the implementation of these Guidelines
and on the outcome of performance assessments conducted, whether self-assessments or
external assessments, as part of their biennial reporting to FAO on the Code. These reports
should be published by FAO in a timely manner.

57. FAO should consider providing specific in-country technical assistance to States that
request assistance for purposes set out in paragraphs 49 and 53.

58. FAO will, as and to the extent directed by its Conference, collect relevant information
on the global implementation of these Guidelines and report this information, as requested, to
the FAO Committee on Fisheries.
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ANNEX 1
Conditions of authorizations
Paragraph 29(c)(iv)
(IPOA-IUU, paragraph 47)

Conditions under which an authorization is issued may include, as appropriate:

—_—

S kAW

10.

vessel monitoring systems;

catch reporting conditions, such as:

2.1 time series of catch and effort statistics by vessel;

2.2 total catch in number, nominal weight, or both, by species (both target and non-target)
as is appropriate to each fishery period (nominal weight is defined as the live weight
equivalent of the catch);

2.3 discard statistics, including estimates where necessary, reported as number or nominal
weight by species, as is appropriate to each fishery;

2.4 effort statistics appropriate to each fishing method, and

2.5 fishing location, date and time fished and other statistics on fishing operations.

reporting and other conditions for transshipping, where transshipping is permitted;

observer coverage;

maintenance of fishing and related logbooks;

navigational equipment to ensure compliance with boundaries and in relation to restricted

areas;

compliance with applicable international conventions and national laws and regulations in

relation to maritime safety, protection of the marine environment, and conservation and

management measures or provisions adopted at a national, regional or global level;
marking of its fishing vessels in accordance with internationally recognized standards, such
as the FAO Standard Specification and Guidelines for the Marking and Identification of

Fishing Vessels. Vessels’ fishing gear should similarly be marked in accordance with

internationally recognized standards;

where appropriate, compliance with other aspects of fisheries arrangements applicable to

the flag State, and

the vessel having a unique, internationally recognized identification number, wherever

possible, that enables it to be identified regardless of changes in registration or name over

time.
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ANNEX 2
Monitoring, control and surveillance
Paragraph 33
(IPOA-IUU, paragraph 24)

Comprehensive and effective monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) of fishing may be
undertaken from its commencement, through the point of landing, to final destination, including,
as appropriate, by:

1.

2.

|9,

&

10.

developing and implementing schemes for access to waters and resources, including
authorization schemes for vessels;

maintaining records of all vessels and their current owners and operators authorized to
undertake fishing subject to their jurisdiction;

implementing, where appropriate, a vessel monitoring system (VMS), in accordance with
the relevant national, regional or international standards, including the requirement for
vessels under their jurisdiction to carry VMS on board;

implementing, where appropriate, observer programmes in accordance with relevant
national, regional or international standards, including the requirement for vessels under
their jurisdiction to carry observers on board;

providing training and education to all persons involved in MCS operations;

planning, funding and undertaking MCS operations in a manner that will maximize their
ability to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing;

promoting industry knowledge and understanding of the need for, and their cooperative
participation in, MCS activities to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing;

promoting knowledge and understanding of MCS issues within national judicial systems;
establishing and maintaining systems for the acquisition, storage and dissemination of MCS
data, taking into account applicable confidentiality requirements; and

ensuring effective implementation of national and, where appropriate, internationally
agreed boarding and inspection regimes consistent with international law, recognizing the
rights and obligations of masters and of inspection officers, and noting that such regimes
are provided for in certain international agreements, such as the 1995 UN Fish Stocks
Agreement, and only apply to the parties to those agreements.
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APPENDIX I

Multi-year Programme of Work (MYPOW) of the Committee
on Fisheries 2014-2017

OVERALL OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMITTEE

1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) reviews the work programmes of the Organization
in the field of fisheries, and their implementation; conducts periodic general reviews of
international fishery problems and examines possible solutions through national, FAO, and
intergovernmental programmes; reviews specific matters relating to fisheries referred to it by
the Council or the Director-General, or placed on its Agenda at the request of Member Nations,
and makes recommendations as appropriate.

RESULTS FOR 2014-2017

Review of the World Situation in Fisheries and Aquaculture
2. Result:

e The Conference and the international community at large are provided with updated
information and specific advice on the world situation in fisheries and aquaculture
and in relation to the specific issues of topical significance addressed during the
scheduled sessions

3. Indicators and targets:

e (lear, precise and consensual recommendations that are based on updated
information of the world situation in Fisheries and Aquaculture are presented to the
Conference as a solid basis for its guidance and decisions.

4, Output:

o (lear, precise and consensual recommendations are favourably considered by
Conference and provide a solid basis for its guidance and decisions.

5. Activities:

e The Committee undertakes general discussions on the current world situation in
fisheries and aquaculture.
e Specific issues of topical significance are addressed during the scheduled sessions.

6. Working methods:

e Chairperson liaises with the Secretariat.
e Inter-sessional work by the Bureau, supported by the Secretariat, to identify topics
of significance for agenda setting.

Strategy and Priority Setting, and Budget Planning
7. Result:

e Committee recommendations provide a solid basis for Council’s guidance and
decisions on strategy, priorities, programmes and budget for the Organization.
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Indicators and targets:

Committee promotes the FAO’s Questionnaire on the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries Implementation to solicit responses and reduce obstacles
impeding responses.

Members respond to the FAO Questionnaire on the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries Implementation, including the Questionnaire regarding the
Implementation of Article 11, Post-harvest Practices and Trade as well as the
Questionnaire regarding the Implementation of Article 9, Aquaculture Development
and provide the FAO with statistics and other information in fisheries and
aquaculture via the Committee, its Sub-Committees and the regional fisheries
bodies.

Clear and specific recommendations are made by the Committee to the Council
regarding the strategies, priorities, programmes and budget in fisheries and
aquaculture.

Committee’s recommendations made on the pertinent aspects of the Strategic
Framework, the Medium Term Plan and the Programme of Work and Budget are
reflected in the Council Report.

Outputs:

Report of the Biennial Session of the Committee on Fisheries that provides clear,
precise and consensual recommendations for Council on sectoral strategies,
priorities, programmes and budgets.

Activities:

Use conclusions and recommendations from the biennial Committee on Fisheries
meeting.

Review decisions and recommendations from the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade and
the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture, statutory bodies and other relevant organs or
institutions.

Review advice from the Regional Conferences in the area of fisheries and
aquaculture.

Review implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget in fisheries and
aquaculture.

Formulate recommendations on the strategies, priorities, programmes and budget in
fisheries and aquaculture.

Working methods:

Close collaboration with the relevant FAO Departments through the Chairperson
and the Bureau.

Chairperson is actively involved in improving the rate of response of Members of
the Questionnaires and submission prior to the stated deadlines.

Chairperson to send a reminder to Regional Conferences’ Chairpersons to promote
completion and submission of responses of the Questionnaires by Members.
Chairperson to liaise with Members to identify obstacles impeding responses to the
Questionnaires and potential mitigation actions.

Liaison with sub-committees on Fish Trade and Aquaculture and other statutory
bodies.

Liaison with the Finance Committee on financial and budgetary matters.

Liaison with the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters.
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Adyvise on Global Policy and Regulatory Matters
Result:

12.

13.

14.

15.

Committee recommendations provide a sound basis for decisions by the FAO
Conference on global policy and regulatory matters.

Indicators and targets:

Member Nations obtain value from the deliberations of COFI, using the advice and
recommendations to guide domestic actions and policies as reported by FAO.
Clear and specific recommendations made in a timely manner by COFI to the
Conference regarding global policy and regulatory matters in its areas of mandate.
Committee’s recommendations made on global policy and regulatory matters are
reflected in the Conference Report.

Output:

The Committee on Fisheries provides clear, precise and consensual
recommendations for Conference on policy and regulatory frameworks or
instruments.

Members of the Committee on Fisheries undertake all necessary action in order to:
Facilitate implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication;
Facilitate implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance;
Facilitate ratification, acceptance or approval of the Port States Measures
Agreement, in order to bring it into effect as soon as possible.

Activities:

Report to the Conference on global policy and regulatory issues arising out of its
deliberations.

Review the status of relevant international instruments, including codes of conduct
in areas of competence for the Committee.

Consider possible solutions with a view to support concerted action by Members
themselves or collectively through FAO and other relevant bodies in areas of
competence for the Committee.

EFFECTIVE WORK PLANNING OF COFI
Result:

16.

17.

18.

19.

Committee works effectively and efficiently, in an action-oriented, inclusive way.

Indicators and targets:

Committee agendas are focused and reports are concise; containing specific action-
oriented recommendations to both Council and Conference.
Evaluation of results and implementation of MYPOW for the Committee.

Outputs:

Multi-Year Programme of Work 2014-2017 for the Committee adopted in 2014.
Second Progress report on Committee’s MYPOW in 2016.

Activities:

Review Committee’s practices and rules of procedure.
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e Consider ways to improve the conduct of sessions, including more efficient use of
the time available.

e Focus side events on key issues.

e Facilitate coordination with other Technical Committees.

e  Work out clear modalities for the election and operation of the Bureau with a view
to enhancing continuity between sessions.

e Pay continued attention to effective arrangements for the formulation of agendas
and drafting of the final report.

WORKING METHODS

20. The Committee collaborates with statutory and other bodies under FAO auspices, liaises
with the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters, and with the Finance
Committee on financial and budgetary matters as well as other relevant FAO Governing Bodies.

21. It liaises with other international organizations active in the areas of Fisheries and
Aquaculture.
22. It undertakes regular inter-sessional activities facilitated by the Chairperson and the

Bureau and with support from the Secretariat. A liaise among the Bureaus of the Committee
and the Sub-Committees is also strengthened.

23. It encourages and facilitates participation of civil society’s organizations as observers.

24, The Chairperson liaises with FAO through the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department.
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APPENDIX J

Proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure
of the FAO Committee on Fisheries'
Rule I
Officers

1. At the first session in each biennium, the Committee shall elect a Chairperson, a first Vice-
Chairperson and five other Vice-Chairpersons from among the representatives of its Members,
who shall remain in office until the election of a new Chairperson and new Vice-Chairpersons
and who will act as a Bureau between sessions and during sessions.

2. The Chairperson, the first Vice-Chairperson and five other Vice-Chairpersons shall be
elected from the following regions: one representative each from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America and Caribbean, Near East, North America and Southwest Pacific?.

3. When electing the Chairperson, the Committee shall give due consideration to the
desirability of ensuring rotation of the office among the regionss.

2. 4. Between sessions, in relation to agendas, formats and other matters, and to perform other
actions relevant for ensuring preparations for the sessions, the representatives of the regional
groups in the Bureau shall consult with Members in a timely way.

3. 5. The Chairperson, or in his absence the first Vice-Chairperson, shall preside at meetings
of the Committee and exercise such other functions as may be required to facilitate its work. In
the event of the Chairperson and the first Vice-Chairperson not being able to preside at a
meeting, the Committee shall appoint one of the other Vice-Chairpersons or, failing these, a
representative of its Members to take the chair.

4. 6. The Director-General of the Organization shall appoint a Secretary, who shall perform
such duties as the work of the Committee may require and prepare the records of the
proceedings of the Committee.

Rule I1
Sessions

1. The Committee shall hold sessions as provided in Rule XXX, paragraphs 4 and 5 of the
General Rules of the Organization with timing that enables the Programme and Finance
Committees to take into consideration the report of the Committee in formulating advice to the
Council.

! In the text of the draft amendments reproduced below, the proposals regarding deletions are indicated using strikethrough text
and the proposals for insertions are indicated using underlined italics.

2 The insertion was proposed by Thailand, on behalf of some Members of the Asia Regional Group, during the 30" Session of
COFT held in July 2012.

3 The insertion is proposed in response to the proposal by Thailand to change current practice whereby the Vice-Chairperson
is automatically elected as Chairperson at the succeeding COFI session. The proposed phrasing is similar to Rule I, paragraph
2, of the RoP of the Committee on Forestry. It is worth noting, at its 97" session in October 2013, the CCLM has considered
the possibility to recommend that a similar provision be adopted by the other Technical Committees. On that occasion, the
CCLM considered document CCLM 97/3 on Bureaus and Steering Committees of Technical Committees under Article v of the
Constitution (Composition and Functions) and, noting that issues considered were under negotiation by the membership of
Technical Committees, decided to review the matter again at a future session (CL 148/2 Rev.1, paragraphs 6-7).
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2. Any number of separate meetings may be held during each session of the Committee.

3. The sessions of the Committee shall in the years immediately following a regular session of
the Conference be held at the seat of the Organization; in other years they may be held in another
place in pursuance of a decision taken by the Committee in consultation with the Director-
General.

4. Notice of the date and place of each session shall normally be communicated at least two
months in advance of the session to all Member Nations and Associate Members of the
Organization, and to such non-member States and international organizations as may have been
invited to attend the session.

5. Each Member of the Committee may appoint alternates and advisers to its representative on
the Committee.

6. Presence of representatives of a majority of the Members of the Committee shall constitute
a quorum for any formal action by the Committee.

Rule IIT
Attendance

1. Participation of international organizations in an observer capacity in the work of the
Committee shall be governed by the relevant provisions of the Constitution and the General
Rules of the Organization,* as well as by the general rules of the Organization on relations with
international organizations.

2. Attendance by non-member States of the Organization at sessions of the Committee shall be
governed by the principles relating to the granting of observer status to nations adopted by the
Conference.

a) Meetings of the Committee shall be held in public, unless the Committee decides to meet
in private for discussion of any items on its agenda.

b) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (c) below, any Member Nation not represented
on the Committee, any Associate Member or any non-member State invited to attend in an
observer capacity a session of the Committee may submit memoranda and participate
without vote in any discussion at a public or private meeting of the Committee.

¢) In exceptional circumstances, the Committee may decide to restrict attendance at private
meetings to the representative or observer of each Member Nation of the Organization.

Rule IV
Agenda and Documents

1. The Director-General, in consultation with the Bureau through the Chairperson of the
Committee, shall prepare a provisional agenda and shall normally circulate it at least two
months in advance of the session to all Member Nations and Associate Members of the

1t is understood that in this context the terms "Constitution" and "the General Rules of the Organization" are to be taken to
include all general rules and policy statements formally adopted by the Conference and intended to supplement the Constitution
and the Rules, such as the "Statement of principles relating to the granting of observer status to nations", and the general rules
regarding relationships between the Organization and governmental and non-governmental organizations.
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Organization and to all non-member States and international organizations invited to attend the
session.

2. All Member Nations of the Organization and Associate Members acting within the limits of
their status may request the Director-General normally not less than 30 days before the proposed
date of the session to insert an item in the provisional agenda. The Director-General shall
thereupon circulate the proposed item to all Members of the Committee, together with any
necessary papers.

3. The first item on the provisional agenda shall be the adoption of the agenda. The Committee
in session may by general consent amend the agenda by the deletion, addition or modification
of any item, provided that no matter referred to it by the Council or on the request of the
Conference be omitted from the agenda.

4. Documents not already circulated shall be dispatched with the provisional agenda, or as soon
as possible thereafter.

Rule V
Voting

1. Each Member of the Committee shall have one vote.

2. The decisions of the Committee shall be ascertained by the Chairperson, who shall resort,
upon the request of one or more Members, to a vote, in which case the pertinent provisions of
Rule XII of the General Rules of the Organization shall apply mutatis mutandis.

Rule VI
Records and Reports

1. At each session, the Committee shall approve a report embodying its views,
recommendations and decisions, including when requested a statement of minority views. The
Committee shall make every effort to ensure that recommendations are precise and can be
implemented. Policy and regulatory matters shall be referred to the Conference whereas
programme and budget matters shall be referred to the Council. Any recommendations adopted
by the Committee which affect the programme or finances of the Organization shall be reported
to the Council with the comments of the appropriate subsidiary committees of the Council.

2. Reports of sessions shall be circulated to all Member Nations and Associate Members of the
Organization and to non-member States invited to attend the session, as well as to interested
international organizations entitled to be represented at the session.

3. The comments of the Committee on the report of any of its subsidiary bodies and, if one or
more Members of the Committee so request, the views of those Members shall be incorporated
into the Committee's report. If any Member so requests, this part of the Committee's report shall
be circulated as soon as possible by the Director-General to the States or international
organizations which normally receive the reports of the subsidiary body in question. The
Committee may also request the Director-General, in transmitting the report and records of its
proceedings to Members, to call particular attention to its views and comments on the report of
any of its subsidiary bodies.
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4. The Committee shall determine the procedures in regard to press communiqués concerning
its activities.

Rule VII
Subsidiary Bodies

1. In accordance with the provisions of Rule XXX, paragraph 10 of the General Rules of the
Organization, the Committee may, when necessary, establish subcommittees, subsidiary
working parties or study groups, subject to the necessary funds being available in the relevant
chapter of the approved budget of the Organization, and may include in the membership of such
subcommittees, subsidiary working parties or study groups Member Nations that are not
Members of the Committee and Associate Members. The membership of such subcommittees,
subsidiary working parties and study groups established by the Committee may include States
which, while not Member Nations or Associate Members of the Organization, are members of
the United Nations, any of its specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency.

2. Before taking any decision involving expenditure in connection with the establishment of
subsidiary bodies, the Committee shall have before it a report from the Director-General on the
administrative and financial implications thereof.

3. The Committee shall determine the terms of reference of its subsidiary bodies, who shall
report to the Committee. The reports of the subsidiary bodies shall be made available for
information to all members of the subsidiary bodies concerned, all Member Nations and
Associate Members of the Organization, non-member States invited to the sessions of the
subsidiary bodies, and to interested international organizations entitled to attend such sessions.

Rule VIIT
Suspension of Rules

The Committee may decide to suspend any of the foregoing Rules of Procedure, provided that
24 hours' notice of the proposal for the suspension has been given and that the action
contemplated is consistent with the Constitution and the General Rules of the Organization.’
Such notice may be waived if no Member objects.

Rule IX
Amendment of Rules

The Committee may, by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, amend its Rules of Procedure,
provided that such amendment is consistent with the Constitution and the General Rules of the
Organization. No proposal for the amendment of these Rules shall be included in the agenda of
any session of the Committee unless notice thereof has been dispatched by the Director-General
to Members of the Committee at least 30 days before the opening of the session.

5 See footnote to Rule 111, paragraph 1.
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APPENDIX K
The Chairperson’s statement with regard to the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing

Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty
Eradication

It has been brought to my attention that the issue is that of the universal applicability of the SSF
Guidelines.

The interpretation of the Chair is that the SSF Guidelines are applicable to all small-scale
fisheries worldwide including in countries and territories under occupation.

I will ask that this statement be added to the Report of this COFI Session.
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APPENDIX L

COFI Members’ comments proposed at the time of the adoption of the Report of the
Thirty-first Session of COFI and after the session!

Cambodia : Statement under Agenda Item 14, Any Other Matters

The delegation of Cambodia highlighted the important contribution of small-scale fisheries to
food security and underscored the need for capacity building in fisheries management within
the sector. It welcomed the upcoming Inland Fisheries Conference to be held in FAO
Headquarters, Rome, from 26 to 30 January 2015, which will include a session on governance
and tenure rights. It also extended its invitation to all Members to attend the Tenure and User
Rights Conference organized by the Government of Cambodia from 23 to 27 March 2015.

Canada: comments regarding the draft Report of COFI 31 (June 2014)

We welcome the opportunity to submit comments regarding the draft COFI report, which
identify the key revisions that Canada would have suggested during the report adoption process,
had we had more time to do so.

Given the unusual circumstances of the COFI 31 session, which we would not wish to see
repeated, we have kept our comments to a minimum. Our recollection of the COFI 31
proceedings is that the Committee agreed that Participants could submit such comments after
the COFI 31 session, prior to the finalization of the report. We understand that any such
comments will not result in changes being made to the report, but instead will be appended to
the COFI report in one combined annex. It is with this understanding that we have opted not to
comment on matters raised by other Members during the report adoption process which may
be reflected in the comments annex. In this regard, it should be noted that our approval of the
report should not be construed as an endorsement of other Members’ appended comments.

Furthermore, it is our understanding that Canada’s explanation of position regarding the
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication will be appended to the COFI report in a separate annex to
the COFTI report, along with the Voluntary Guidelines.

With the above understanding, please find below, Canada’s comments on the draft COFI 31
report. Please note that paragraphs are numbered according to the draft circulated on 13 June
2014.

! This Appendix contains comments (including proposed amendments) made by COFI Members on the Final Draft
COFI Report, at the time of the adoption of the Draft Report (See Paragraphs 96 to 98) or after the 31% Session of
COFI. These comments do not relate to that part of the Final Draft COFI Report on the Voluntary Guidelines for
Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (See
paragraphs 17 to 22). The comments (including proposed amendments) shall be understood as expressing the
views of the Member which made the comment. They shall not be understood as having been submitted to the 31
Session of COFT for its consideration and adoption.
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Paragraph 372

Canada does not agree that COFI noted a “slow rate” of ratification, approval, acceptance or
accession to the PSMA. We do not recall such statements in plenary. Processes to become Party
to a treaty can take a certain amount of time. We would have suggested it read: "The Committee
welcomed the new ratifications, approvals, acceptances and accessions to the PSMA."

Paragraph 763

Canada indicated in its intervention that the Global Aquaculture Advancement Partnership
Programme (GAAP) should not divert attention away from the FAO’s core activities in
convening and supporting the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture, especially in relation to the
development of a strategic framework/workplan. Thus, we would have suggested adding a
sentence: "The Secretariat was cautioned that the GAAP should not divert attention and
resources from the Secretariat’s and Sub-Committee’s core activities."

As stated above, please accept these as Canada’s comments on the draft report of COFI 31, to
be appended to the said report.

Mexico : Proposal on paragraph 38 (originally 37) of the draft Report

To insert “or the other measures being adopted to achieve the essential objectives of the
Agreement” at the end of the third sentence in the paragraph.

Republic of Korea : Proposal on the second sentence in paragraph 33 (originally 32) of the draft
Report

[Current text]

Some Members expressed support for the proposal made by the Republic of Korea to establish
a “FAO World Fisheries University”. The proposed University would promote the Blue Growth
Initiative to enhance capacity building of developing States in the field of fisheries through
education and training.

[Proposed modification]

Some Members expressed support of the Joint initiative driven by the Republic of Korea and
FAO to establish a “FAO World Fisheries University”. The University would promote the Blue
Growth Initiative by enhancing capacity building of developing States in the fields of fisheries
and aquaculture through education and training.

[Reason]

This is not a proposal but a fact that both FAO and Republic of Korea agreed to promote the
establishment of the University through MOU. Member’s strong support will accelerate the
establishment of the University.

Spain: Statement under Agenda item 11, Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPOW) of the
Committee

Spain announced a contribution of 250 000 EUR to FAO for the establishment of the Global
Record of Fishing Vessels as a new concrete tool to fight [UU fishing and related activities.

21t has become paragraph 38 in the current main text.
3Tt has become paragraph 77 in the current main text.



The Thirty-first Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to
13 June 2014. The Committee reviewed issues of an international character, as well as the FAO
programme in fisheries and aquaculture and its implementation. It expressed its praise and
support for the publication The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2014, and emphasized
the need for further measures to rebuild fish stocks. While commending the new web-based
questionnaire on the implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the
Code), COFI called upon FAO to further develop and review the questionnaire. While noting the
progress made by the Members in implementing the Code and related instruments, COFI
underscored the need to continue supporting developing countries. It acknowledged efforts
being made by Members in combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and
emphasized the importance of the coming into force of the 2009 Agreement on Port State
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing as soon as possible. The Committee
requested FAO to expand its efforts to implement effectively the International Guidelines on
Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards. It endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Flag
State Performance, and it reiterated its support for the continued development of the Global
Record. It endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in
the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) and agreed to dedicate
them to Ms Chandrika Sharma, the Executive Secretary of the International Collective in Support
of Fishworkers. The Committee welcomed FAO’s proposal for a Global Assistance Programme
(GAP) for implementation of the SSF Guidelines and recommended to further develop the GAP
in a participatory manner. It acknowledged FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative (BGl) and suggested
the establishment of a BGI working group to further develop its application. It acknowledged the
importance of inland fisheries and recommended that inland fishery issues be better included in
national, subregional, regional and global instruments addressing water use and food security.
The Committee urged FAO to provide guidance and increase capacity development in the areas
of data collection and analysis, stock assessment, management, post-harvesting, and policy
development. It endorsed the reports of the fourteenth session of the Sub-Committee on Fish
Trade and the seventh session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture. The Committee welcomed
FAO’s new Strategic Objectives as a basis for focusing FAO’s work in fisheries and
aquaculture. It endorsed the Progress Report of the Multi-year Programme of Work (MYPOW)
2012-2015 of the Committee and the MYPOW 2014-2017. The Committee adopted the proposed
amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee.
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