
The Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade Action Plan, or FLEGT Action Plan, 
is the European Commission’s response to 
combat illegal logging and associated trade. 

FLEGT aims to reduce illegal logging –  
one of the causes of forest degradation – 
by supporting methods and practices 
that promote legal timber production, 
improved governance, and ultimately enable 
Sustainable Forest Management. 

The FLEGT Action Plan, launched in 2003, 
sets out measures to: 

 > INCREASE DEMAND FOR LEGAL TIMBER 
by preventing illegal timber imports into the 
European Union; 

 > IMPROVE THE SUPPLY OF LEGAL TIMBER 
by channelling financial and technical 
support to countries that want to address 
illegal logging, weak forest governance 
and increase demand for timber from 
responsibly managed forests.
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR SUPPORT?

The programme provides technical and financial 
support to local stakeholders from government 
institutions, private sector organizations and  
civil society to implement locally defined solutions 
to forest governance challenges. 

The programme supports stakeholders in Latin 
American, African and Asian countries that are either:

 > working towards a Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) – a bilateral and binding trade 
accord between the European Union and timber-
producing countries; or

 > actively pursuing national initiatives to improve 
forest governance in alignment with FLEGT Action 
Plan objectives.

WHAT IS THE FAO FLEGT PROGRAMME?

The FAO FLEGT Programme supports the European 
Union to implement the objectives of the FLEGT 
Action Plan. 

Assistance is available through:

 > Periodic and competitive calls for proposals 
open to all stakeholders to solicit project ideas 
that can contribute to the FLEGT process.

 > Direct assistance requests open to government 
and private sector organizations, including small 
and medium forest enterprises, which aim to 
provide a flexible financing tool to respond to 
requests for immediate, specific actions connected 
with the implementation of FLEGT-related initiatives. 

 > The programme, now in its third phase, has 
supported over 200 projects in some 40 tropical 
timber producing countries since its inception  
in 2008. 

WHAT IS NEW IN THIS THIRD PHASE? 

The programme works more closely with the 
private sector to define and address their 
greatest bottlenecks to producing legal timber.  
A key part of this work involves empowering small 
and medium forest enterprises to “go legal” and 
to participate in governance decisions about  
forest resources.

The new phase also focuses programme 
resources in specific countries based on 
likelihood of impact, and based on existing FAO 
activity, to ensure more sustainable interventions. 

Finally, the third phase is stepping up initiatives 
with partner agencies such as UNREDD to make 
better progress in combatting forest degradation 
and deforestation and in turn, maximize the forest 
sector’s climate mitigation potential. 

WHY A FAO FLEGT PROGRAMME? 

Decades of FAO experience in the forest sector 
demonstrates that improving how public and 
private entities make and enforce decisions about 
the management, use and conservation of forests 
– otherwise known as forest governance – can 
contribute positively to poverty alleviation, food 
security and climate change mitigation. 

The absence of good forest governance is often  
at the root of illegal logging. 

Illegal logging and associated trade costs 
governments an estimated US$10–15 billion  
each year in lost tax revenues.

Large swathes of carbon-rich forests and  
vital wildlife habitats are being degraded as 
a result of illegal logging and weak forest 
governance, contributing to climate change and 
biodiversity loss.
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