
For the production of new guides and 
tools, the FishFinder Programme is seeking 
contributions from countries and projects.

FAO FishFinder works in partnership with 
other FAO programmes and projects, e.g. 
those related to the IPOA Sharks (International 
Plan of Action for the Conservation and 
Management of Sharks), CITES (Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora), Guidelines for 
Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas, the 
Nansen Programme and various inland fishery 
projects. The programme also collaborates 
with external partners, e.g. FishBase, the 
University of Vigo and many other scientific 
institutions and taxonomic experts.

FAO FishFinder has recently developed new 
identification tools, such as Pocket Guides,  
On-Board Identification Sheets and a software 
for the identification of shark fins. In general, the 
FishFinder Programme is interested in exploring 
novel species identification techniques as reflected 
in a recent review of twelve different methods 
used in fish identification (FAO Fish. Tech. Pap. 585).

All FAO FishFinder Guides can be accessed 
free of charge at the 
FishFinder website: 

www.fao.org/fishery/fishfinder/en
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Why a FAO FishFinder Field Guide?

FAO FishFinder Field Guides are perfect instruments 
for biologists, well-trained fishery officers and 
resource users. They are comprehensive with regard 
to the number of species included and are essential 
for scientific studies of aquatic ecosystems, either 
for fisheries or ecological research. Therefore a FAO 
FishFinder Field Guide can play an important role 
in increasing a country’s scientific capabilities and 
knowledge regarding its aquatic resources.

Why a FAO FishFinder Pocket Guide? 

FAO FishFinder Pocket Guides are small, 
sturdy, water-proof and contain the most 
common national marine or inland-water 
fishery species.  They incorporate local 
knowledge and are a user-friendly tool 
for fishery officers and other non-experts 
to reliably identify aquatic species in the 
field.  FishFinder Pocket Guides can play 
an important role in increasing a country’s 
ability of collecting accurate and detailed 
fishery data.

Since 1971 the FAO FishFinder Programme has 
produced identification tools for more than 8 000 
aquatic species including bio-ecological, geographic 
and fisheries information. FAO FishFinder prioritizes 
the development of species identification guides for 
non-experts in developing countries. For this purpose 
it takes advantage of local knowledge and explores 
new ways for the identification of species. 

FAO FishFinder supports sustainable fisheries 
management by providing scientists and fishery 
officers with the tools to accurately assess, monitor 
and report fishery catches at the species level.  

At the basis of FAO FishFinder products are 
the  global  Catalogues for selected species 
groups, e.g. for invertebrates like shrimps, 
cephalopods and sea cucumbers and for 
vertebrates like sharks and rays, many 
commercially important bony fish groups, 
mammals and sea turtles.

FishFinder guides exist for many - but not yet all - 
regions and countries.

Regional  Guides                 Field and Pocket Guides (mostly marine)


