
D 
ecember 2016 marked the end of 
an era as outgoing FAO Repre-
sentative, Dr. Jerome Thomas bid 
the Jamaica, The Bahamas and 

Belize Representation farewell, having served 
for the past 6 years. One of his last duties as 
FAOR was the largely successful Accounta-
bility seminars.  

The accountability seminars took the form of 
a stakeholder session where FAO’s key part-
ners and other stakeholders were invited to 
participate in a session highlighting the FAO’s 
work in the respective countries over the peri-
od under review.  

The FAOR’s presentation provided back-
ground context around the countries of the 

representations including priority areas 
from 2010-2016 and the Country Pro-
gramming Frameworks (CPF) that have 
governed these planning and imple-
mentation cycles.  

The presentation also focused on 
Technical Assistance provided from 
2010-2016 under Technical Coopera-
tion Programme (TCP), Technical Co-
operation Programme Facility (TCPF) 
and the now defunct Telefoods Projects 
and mapped objectives to the out-

comes over the period under review. 

All presentations were well received and the 
stakeholders had positive reviews for Dr. Thomas’ 
contribution during his tenure.  Read more 
“Stakeholders Salute FAO Representative”  
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Dr. Jerome Thomas presents during the Jamaica leg 

of Accountability seminars. © FAO Jamaica 

Dr. Jerome Thomas presents during the Bahamas leg 

of Accountability seminars. © FAO Bahamas 



 

 

FAO and the SDGs 
The 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), will shape national 

development plans over the next 15 

years. From ending poverty and 

hunger to responding to climate 

change and sustaining our natural 

resources, food and agriculture lies 

at the heart of the 2030 Agenda. 

For More information, visit: 

FAO and the SDGs 

The Bahamas’ Minister for Agriculture and  
Marine Resources, the Hon. V. Alfred Gray also 
brought remarks on behalf of the Government.  
In his remarks, the Minister thanked all those, 
including FAO, who assisted in any way to the 
successful conclusion of the project. 
 
 The project has resulted in the development of 
a National Policy for Fisheries and Aquaculture 
and a five year strategic plan for the develop-
ment of fisheries and aquaculture (2017-2022) 
for The Bahamas.  Under the project, a new fish-
eries management information system (FISMIS) 
was developed for the Department of Marine 
Resources.   
See additional photos below:  
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A 
lmost two years since its launch, 
the FAO’s Technical Cooperation 
Programme (TCP) around 
“Strengthening Fisheries and Aq-

uaculture Governance in The Bahamas” 
was brought to a close November 15, 2015 
 
The programme which commenced in April 
2014 marked its end of term with a closing 
ceremony and workshop in the Conference 
Room of the Bahamas Agriculture and In-
dustrial Corporation, Nassau, New Provi-
dence.  
 
The event was attended by a number of 
stakeholder groups with closing remarks 
from the FAO Representative.   

FAO ’s Fisheries Officer, Raymon Van Anrooy 

makes a presentation at the closing ceremony © FAO 

Dr. Jerome Thomas brings greetings while other 

stakeholders look on. © FAO Bahamas 

Stakeholders from the Fisheries and Aquaculture Governance Closing Ceremony in The Bahamas  

November 2016 © FAO Bahamas 

http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/en/?utm_source=faohomepage&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=featurebar


 

 

JAMAICA, BAHAMAS, BELIZE 4
th

 QUARTER UPDATE 

F 
or the final quar-
ter of 2016, the 
Jamaica, The 
Bahamas and 

Belize Representation 
continued work in line 
with its mandate of con-
tributing to the reduction 
of hunger and malnutri-
tion in the countries of 
the representation.  
 
In meeting timelines and 
objectives, several pro-
jects within the represen-
tation advanced steadily while others were brought to a 
close.  
 
In Jamaica the ongoing project aimed at Strengthening 
School Feeding Programme in Jamaica, in support of 
CELAC  Plan for Food and Nutrition Security and Hun-
ger Eradication 2025 has continued to proceed with a De-
cember mission by Karla Perez.  During the mission, she 
visited the five (5) pilot schools in Manchester, Jamaica to 
assess infrastructure and discuss other nutrition education 
logistics with stakeholders.  The mission comes ahead of 
plans for the construction of dining areas in two of the pilot 
schools as an important step under the existing project.   
 

FAO Representative to Jamaica, The  

Bahamas and Belize, Dr. Jerome 

Thomas 

Also in Jamaica, the project Capacity building in re-

source assessment and management of the Ja-

maican sea cucumber fishery and potential for 

aquaculture development continues to make pro-

gress.  Following last quarter’s  diving explorations 

and sampling research, a mission was scheduled for 

early January to continue training sessions via work-

shops. 

The Jamaican Government also signed off on a new 
project around Support for the development of the 
Ginger Value Chain in Jamaica. This includes a pre-
liminary mission in January.  
 
Having completed its cycle, the Lydford Pig Project 
in St. Thomas, Jamaica was closed in October 2016. 
Under the project, community women participated in 
training programmes and successfully reared pigs to 
assist them in maintaining their livelihoods.  I 
 

In The Bahamas, the ongoing  Project to  Strengthen 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Governance in the Ba-

hamas was extended to February 2017 to finalize 

some details in relation to the fisheries Management 

system.  

Active projects in the Representation are high-
lighted below: 

Project Title 

Strengthening SFP in Jamaica, in sup-

port of CELAC  Plan for Food and Nutri-

tion Security and Hunger Eradication 

2025  

Capacity building in resource assess-
ment and management of the Ja-
maican sea cucumber fisher and po-
tential for aquaculture development  

Ginger Value Chain Development 

BELIZE 

Promoting Agribusiness Development 

in Northern Belize 

 

Economic Diversification of MSME – 

Enterprises in Northern Belize  

 

 

Project Title Project Title 

JAMAICA BAHAMAS 

Strengthening Fisheries and Aqua-

culture Governance in the Bahamas

  

 
Food and Nutrition Security Policy and 
Action Plan 
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The Bahamas 

Melissa Almendarez 
National Correspondent 

Belize 

A 
head of his December 31, 
2016 departure, stakehold-
ers across the Jamaica, The 
Bahamas and Belize Repre-

sentation hailed outgoing FAO Repre-
sentative, Dr. Jerome Thomas as a 
stalwart who believed in the work he 
did.  Having served the Representa-
tion from 2010-2016,  words such as 
“experienced”, “Knowledgeable” and 
dedicated were constantly used in 
and out of the accountability semi-

nars.  We share snippets from stakeholders who wish Dr. Thomas well on his retirement.   

When I arrived in Jamaica a year ago to office-sit while a new Resident 
Coordinator was identified, Dr. Thomas was my first port of call. Lucky 
choice! His early advice was immensely useful to my acclimation to the 
country and certainly helped my eventual selection for the post.  
Since then, as we have worked together on the UN Country Team, I have 
always appreciated his quiet, positive contributions to our joint work. His 
most recent contributions to advancing the UN House process will de-
mand his return for the inauguration!  
Dr. Thomas is now officially retiring from the UN, but he has too much 
wisdom, experience and technical knowledge to quietly fade away, and I 
confidently expect his early return on the world stage, albeit in a new, as 

yet undisclosed, capacity. 
My deep appreciation for his contribution to the work of the United Nations, and my very best wishes 
to him for this exciting new stage in his life!  

 
-Bruno Pouezat, UN Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident Representative 

Jamaica, Bahamas, Bermuda, Turks & Caicos and Cayman Islands 

As Chief Executive Officer' of Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, For-
estry, the Environment and Sustainable Development on behalf of 
the Government of Belize, I extend a heartfelt appreciation to Dr. 
Jerome Thomas for his genuine support and partnership with Belize 
over the years as we worked towards maintaining Agriculture as an 
important pillar of Belize's economy.  The contributions of the FAOR 
to Belize has strengthened our productive sector through direct 
technical support in building training capacities of technical officers 
and farmers, of most recent the Farmer Field School approach; 
strengthening of value chains for Onion, Sheep and Honey in North-

ern Belize; Sustainable approach to School Feeding Programs; sustainable management of our Fisher-
ies and Forestry resources. 
  
Dr. Thomas, Belize thanks you for the commitment over the years and we invite you to visit soon and 
share in the successes we will continue to build on. Successes made possible from guidance and in-
vestments made through your invaluable time in office. 
-Jose Alpuche, C.E.O., Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry, the Environment Belize 

Stakeholders raise a toast to outgoing FAO Representative, 

Dr. Jerome Thomas-December 2016 © FAO Jamaica 
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“When Jerome Thomas came to Jamaica, 
I was then the substantive representative 
and welcomed him to the island.  Since 
then our relationship as strategic partners 
along with IICA became a tripartite . We 
would often meet to discuss our work pro-
grammes and ensure that we were serving 
the needs of Jamaica and the region. I 
speak on behalf of CARDI about projects 
under your watch as very successful in-
cluding small ruminants and the cassava  

project in White River.   
When you pass the baton, I hope that your successor continues 
in your legacy. “ 
 
-Dionne Harris, CARDI Representative in Jamaica (Actg) 

“One of my favourite authors said: Its 
not so much how the world change 
but how we change the world and 
Jerome you have managed to do 
that .  You have taught me that it is 
not about me but the people we 
serve. On behalf of the policy depart-
ment , I have to say you have been 
easy to work with and we have seen 
results based on the investments 

you have made.  
 
You have gotten us to work with the Ministry of Education and 
Health which people thought would be a challenge and so I want 
to say Salute to a great man”  
 
-Shaun Baugh, director of planning and evaluation , Rural 
Agriculture Development Authority (RADA) 

For the time I have known 
Jerome Thomas, I discov-
ered he has a knack of get-
ting people to pay attention 
when he is talking .  Jerome 
it has been a pleasure to 
interact with you.  I want  to 
thank you on behalf of the 

Ministry for the strong support you have given to Jamaica over 
your tenure .  It is good to know that we have the kind of expertise 
in the FAO that we can draw on as sometimes we don’t even 
identify the problem and the organization is there to identify it be-
forehand.  There is certainly much value around the impact you 
have had in the Jamaican Agriculture Sector and so I want to ex-
press sincere gratitude on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
declare Dr. Thomas a honorary Jamaican.  
-Reginald Buddan, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Jamaica  
 

“It is indeed sad to see Dr. 
Thomas go as we have built a 
fantastic working relationship 
and I have enjoyed his sense of 
people, It has been a tremen-
dous pleasure working with the 
staff and leadership of FAO.  
We all come together to align 
objectives to get the most bang 
for our limited bucks but some-
how we achieved it and we can 
celebrate at the end of the year.  
Yet is it sad to say goodbye to 
Jerome.  I wish you all the best, 
long life and all success in what-

ever you do from here on.” 
 
-Dr. Elizabeth Johnson, IICA Representative in Jamaica 

Stakeholders and staff rise their glasses to salute Dr. Jerome 

Thomas  during the Jamaica leg of Accountability seminars. 

© FAO Jamaica  



 

 

As International Year of Pulses drew 
to a close, FAO sustained its efforts 
to highlight the many benefits of 
Pulses.  
 
The IYP 2016 aimed to heighten 
public awareness of the nutritional 
benefits of pulses as part of sustain-
able food production aimed towards 
food security and nutrition  
 
Have a look back at how IYP was 
celebrated globally.  
 
1. International Year of Pulses in 

Jamaica 

2. Pulses Cooking demonstration at 
the National Environment and Plan-
ning Agency in Jamaica.  
 
See more International Year of Puls-
es global efforts via Fao.org 
 

The Bahamas acceded to FAO’s Port State 

Measures Agreement to deter and elimi-

nate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

Fishing (PSMA) on September 21, 2016. 

To support this move and in an effort to 

build capacity within local law enforcement 

agencies, other concerned regulatory bod-

ies and stakeholders, FAO hosted a work-

shop, over the period November 16-18, 

2016.   

 Sessions were led by FAO’s Raymon VanAn-

rooy and Judith Swan and saw diverse participa-

tion from the Department of Marine Resources, 

the Office of the Attorney General, the Royal 

Bahamas Defence Force, The Port Authority, 

The Department of Information Technology, The 

Bahamas National Trust, The Nature Conserv-

ancy, The Bahamas Commercial Fishermen Alli-

ance and other stakeholders. During the semi-

nar participants were given the opportunity to 

tour the port facilities.see additional photos 
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WORKSHOP TO BUILD PORT STATE MEASURES 

AGREEMENT CAPACITY IN the BAHAMAS 
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Project participants during a tour of Ports in the Bahamas-November 2016 © FAO Bahamas 

From L-R: Workshop participants during a tour of port facilities in The Bahamas;  Attendees are fully engaged 

during the session and  Port State Measures Agreement facilitators, Raymon VanAnrooy and Judith Swan  

Photos © FAO Bahamas 

© FAO Jamaica 

http://www.fao.org/pulses-2016/news/news-detail/en/c/452323/
http://www.fao.org/pulses-2016/news/news-detail/en/c/452323/
http://www.fao.org/pulses-2016/en/
http://www.fao.org/pulses-2016/en/
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1. Assistant FAO Representative Dr. Gillian Smith joins other stakeholders during a School Feeding Project visit in 

Manchester Jamaica; 2. Stakeholders discuss plans for the School Feeding pilot programme in Manchester, Jamai-

ca; 3. FAO Representative, Dr. Jerome Thomas and Permanent Secretary in Jamaica’s Ministry of Agriculture, Re-

ginald Buddan, sign an agreement around a ginger value Chain project in Jamaica; 4. FAO colleague, Omar Reid 

Interacts with students during an FAO exposition; 5. Assorted Pulses on display at Jamaica’s World Food Day Cel-

ebrations; 6. Pulses cooking demonstration at Jamaica’s National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA); 7. 

A cross section of the audience at Belize’s World Food Day Celebration; 8. FAO Representative                   

participates in tree planting ceremony at Jamaica’s World Food Day Celebration.  Page 7 
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Strategic Objectives  
 

To meet the demands posed by major global trends in agricultural develop-
ment and challenges faced by member nations, FAO has identified key priori-
ties on which it is best placed to intervene: 
 
 1. Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition  
 
2. Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable  
 
3. Reduce rural poverty  
 
4. Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems  
 
5. Increase the resilience of livelihoods to disasters  

FAO Vision 

A world free of hunger and malnutrition where food and agriculture con-

tributes to improving the living standards of all especially the poor in an 

economical, social and environmentally sustainable manner. 

CONTACT US 

Address: 1-3 Lady Musgrave Road, Kingston 5 
Telephone: (876) 927-8242 
Fax: (876) 927-8242 
Email: fao-jm@fao.org 
FAO Representative to Jamaica, Bahamas, Belize– Dr. Jerome Thomas;  
Assistant FAO Representative (Programme) in Jamaica– Dr. Gillian Smith 

FAO Connect is the quarterly newsletter for FAO Representation in Jamaica, The Bahamas and Belize.   
For questions, comments, queries, please contact: fao-Jm@fao.org 

© FAO 2016       I6704EN  

For more information on the countries of the representation,  
visit the links below: 

Jamaica via FAO.org 
The Bahamas via FAO.org 

Belize via FAO.org 

http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=JAM
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=BHS
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=BLZ

