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FAO's Forest Protection and Management project support in the Pacific 

region emphasizes the importance of the interface between communities’ 

acceptance of and benefits from established protected areas. In Samoa, 

communities are committed to continuing forest eco-system conservation 

on the island of Savai’i. In this edition we highlight community support for 

this initiative. 

  

We also cover a new training program implemented by FAO for 

Biodiversity Conservation and Protected Area Management in Fiji. And 

finally, we welcome a new junior officer who brings fisheries work and 

research experience to the Subregional office. 

 

We hope that this newsletter will keep you informed of the work we do in partnership with others in the 

region. 

   

Eriko Hibi 

FAO Subregional Coordinator for the Pacific Islands 
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Communities committed to forest eco-system conservation on Savaii, Samoa 
   

 

 

Eight communities on the island of Savai’i in Samoa 

have decided to continue forest conservation and have 

agreed to five year management plans (2017-2022) for 

three Community Conservation Areas. The areas cover 

and protect a total area of 14700 ha of native forests 

and include water catchment areas, wetlands, lava flow 

areas and important lowland forests. 

  

In March 2017 the village leaders formally agreed and 

signed a memorandum of understanding with the 

Ministry for Natural Resources and Environment. The 

management plans incorporate in the districts of Gataivai, Matauutu and Taga. 

  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) will facilitate the new management 

plans in partnership with the Samoa Ministry for Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) and the 

Samoa Conservation Society. The management plans were developed through assessments and 

community consultations over a 12 month period. The plans include additional areas of approximately 15 

to 20 hectares in the lowlands each which should be conserved. 

  

FAO Forest and Protected Area Management Samoa Project Coordinator, Lemalu Sami Lemalu 

explained. “Village committees were very supportive of implementing the high priority activities as 

specified in the management plans with the assistance of Samoa Conservation Society, MNRE and the 

project team”. 

  

“The implementation of priority activities like boundary survey and demarcation for protected lowland 

forests, investments for eco-tourism and eco-system restorations in the water catchment areas will start 

immediately”, said Lemalu. 

  

Since 2012, FAO worked with the Government of Samoa to establish existing Community Conservation 

Areas in the highlands of these villages under the Forest Protection and Management project. These 

conservation areas were established to preserve the biodiversity and maintain the ecosystem services of 

intact forest protected areas. The introduction of organic farming, improved farming methods and 

sustainable land management with the aim to increase the income of the local population and prevent 

further eco-system degradation. 

  

Establishing conservation areas in the Pacific 

The activities are supported by the Global Environment Facility – Pacific Alliance for Sustainability – 

through the Forest and Protected Area Management project. Its global environmental objective is to 

strengthen biodiversity conservation and reduce forest land degradation. The FAO/GEF Forestry and 

Protected Area Management project covers Fiji, Niue, Samoa and Vanuatu. 

 

← Back to Pacific News   
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New training program launched in Fiji 
   

 

A new training program implanted by FAO for 

Biodiversity Conservation and Protected Area 

Management in Fiji was recently announced. The 

program aims at providing the necessary knowledge and 

skills at various levels of society to implement the 

International Convention of Biodiversity.   

 

The Fijian Minister for Forests, Hon. Osea Naiqamu, 

launched the training course program in the Fijian 

capital of Suva. “The training program is designed to 

enhance the appreciation of the importance of biological diversity and ecological services and goods that 

the forests provide, understanding the impacts of climate change, stressing the importance of sustainable 

forest and land use practices, whilst making connections to meeting daily livelihood needs. The training 

program has been developed to develop the skill set and knowledge base that will enhance the capacity 

for decision-making and governance, planning, implementation, monitoring and reporting”. 

  

The FAO Subregional Coordinator for the Pacific Islands, Ms Eriko Hibi, described in her speech the FAO 

Forest Protection and Management (FPAM) project support in Fiji and emphasized the importance of the 

interface between communities’ acceptance of and benefits from protected area establishment. 

  

The course program is composed of 24 modules which are packaged on 6 different levels with specific 

entry qualifications. The modules will cover topics from biodiversity conservation measures, linkages 

between livelihoods, well-being and biodiversity conservation, climate change, integration of local 

knowledge, sustainable land and forest management, protected area management, eco-tourism, 

Governance and rapid assessment, practical communication skills, partnership and planning, policy and 

international commitments, to planning and financing of PAs strategic planning. The training is designed 

for community members and - organizations, the industry - and private sector organizations, training 

institutions, municipalities, government and non-government organizations, resource and land owners, 

policy makers and has links to bachelor degree level qualification at the University of South Pacific, Fiji 

National University and the University of Fiji. 

 

The Forest Training Centre (FTC) will offer this new training program in addition to the forest technician 

training course. Furthermore, custom made training courses like a one-week training in basics of 

biodiversity conservation and protected area management will be offered as well. One of such course 

started at the launch for all communities of the FPAM protected area project sites in Fiji. 

 

FAO’s Forest and Protected Area Management project assisted the Forest Training Centre with the 

review of existing and the design of the new training course program. The first two level trainings will be 

offered soon while the remaining levels are still in development. 

 

The FTC will not limit its training to Fiji; based on its old tradition in forestry training this program will be 

made available to the other Pacific Island Countries. 
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Thus FAO with its FPAM project responded to the acute lack of skills and capacity in the Pacific region for 

biodiversity conservation. Filling this gap will assist with the implementation of conservation and other 

initiatives, lead to the empowerment of communities and contribute essentially to the sustainable 

development goals. 

                                                                                               

← Back to Pacific News   

 

 

 
Fisheries Junior Officer joins FAO 
   

 

Mele Tauati, a Tongan national, joined the team at the 

FAO Sub-regional Office for the Pacific Islands as a 

Small-scale Fisheries Junior Professional Officer from 

February 1st, 2017. She joins FAO with 10 years of 

fisheries work and research experience from Tonga and 

Samoa. 

  

“Taking up this position is a prestigious opportunity, so I 

am very grateful and honoured as a Pacific Islander to 

work for FAO here in the Pacific. It’s also a bonus to 

continue working towards sustainable fisheries in this 

region, which is an area I’m very passionate about. 

Currently staying and working in Samoa before joining this office was an advantage, which allowed me to 

focus more on the work straight away”, she says. 

  

Ms Tauati began her working career in 2006 as a Fisheries Officer with Tonga’s Fisheries Division before 

being appointed a Senior Fisheries Officer in 2012. Much of her work in Tonga focused on the 

establishment, implementation and monitoring of community-based fisheries Special Management Areas, 

as well as coastal fisheries research and management. She also supervised Tonga’s Vessel Monitoring 

System and Offshore Fisheries Observer Programmes for a year.  

  

In 2014, Ms Tauati moved to Samoa and took up a position with Samoa’s Fisheries Division as a Senior 

Fisheries Officer for Coastal Fisheries. For over two years, she contributed to Samoa’s coastal fisheries 

management and monitoring programmes. Through her government-level positions in both countries, she 

worked closely with local communities, Ministries and NGOs in Tonga and Samoa on various fisheries 

programmes, and Pacific regional and international organizations. 

  

With her new position, Ms Tauati joins the Multi-Disciplinary Technical Team of the FAO Sub-regional 

Office in Samoa. “Along with gaining valuable work experience with FAO at regional and international 

levels, I certainly look forward to contributing to the valuable work of FAO in the fisheries sector”, she 

says.   

Ms Tauati holds a B.Sc. in Marine Science from the University of the South Pacific (Fiji) and a M.Sc. in 

Tropical Marine Ecology and Fisheries Biology from James Cook University (Australia). She is a certified 

diver and a member of the Golden Key International Honour Society. 
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New Publication: Towards gender-equitable small-scale fisheries   

 

 

This document provides a summary of the 

presentations, discussions, conclusions and 

recommendations of the “Expert workshop on gender-

equitable small-scale fisheries in the context of the 

implementation of the SSF Guidelines” held in Rome, 

Italy, on 28–30 November 2016. The workshop was 

organized by the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) with support from the Gender Team of 

the Economic and Social Development Department as 

well as from the International Collective in Support of 

Fishworkers  

 

Download publication 
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list  

   

Location: UN Compound, Lauofo Meti's Building, Matautu-Uta, Apia SAMOA 

Office telephone (+685) 221226 

Email Address: FAO-SAP@fao.org 
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