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Sustainable Fisheries Management and Biodiversity 
Conservation of Deep-Sea Living Marine Resources 
and Ecosystems in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction
The ABNJ Deep Seas Project is a five-year project designed to enhance 
sustainability in the use of deep-sea living marine resources and biodiversity 
conservation in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ). 

OBJECTIVE
To achieve efficiency and sustainability in the use of deep-sea living marine 
resources and improve biodiversity conservation in the ABNJ through systematic 
application of an ecosystem approach. 

The ABNJ Deep Seas Project, led by FAO and UNEP, brings together over 20 
partners working on deep-sea fisheries and biodiversity in the ABNJ globally. 

Improving 
implementation of 
existing policy and 
legal frameworks

Reducing adverse 
impacts on VMEs and 

enhanced conservation 
and management of 

components of EBSAs

Improving planning and 
adaptive management 
for deep-sea fisheries 

in ABNJ

Developing and 
testing methods for 
area-based planning

The project is made of four main components:
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An analysis has been completed of the 
existing legal and policy instruments related 
to biodiversity and sustainable deep-sea 
fishing in the ABNJ, including identifying 
constraints and challenges related to their 
implementation.

In 2016 FAO published a report on global 
VME processes and practices, with regions 
highlighted in individual chapters.
A scoping study has been completed on 
economic linkages and options for ecosystem 
valuation of deep-sea living marine resources 
and habitats in the ABNJ.

A global review of the biology and 
management of alfonsino (Beryx spp.) 
was published in 2016. A similar review on 
orange roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) is 
due to be published in 2017. 

There are two ongoing reviews for area-based 
planning, undertaken by UNEP-WCMC. One 
on the institutional arrangements and legal 
instruments in the Southeast Pacific and 
Western Indian Ocean, and another on area-
based planning tools and their applicability to 
ABNJ. 

Recent project achievements
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NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC
FISHERIES COMMISSION
Managing Fisheries in the North-East Atlantic


