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The management of fish resources is crucial to food security for coastal 

communities in the Pacific. Recently, FAO documented communities in 

Fiji, Samoa and Tonga who rely on marine resources for food and 

livelihoods. The short video titled – Fishing Voices from the Pacific – is 

available for viewing on YouTube. 

  

Also in this edition, we cover the implementation of two new community 

conservation areas in Samoa and a project led by FAO in Solomon 

Islands to boost fish exports to the EU market. Finally, Niue showcases 

a new eco-tourism initiative that aims to educate visitor and locals of the 

importance of sustaining its forests. 

 

We hope that this newsletter will keep you informed of the work we do in partnership with others in the 

region. 

   

Eriko Hibi 

FAO Subregional Coordinator for the Pacific Islands 
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Fishing voices from the Pacific: Video about community-based fisheries management 

A video has just been released which documents the 

voices of fishing communities and stakeholders in Fiji, 

Samoa and Tonga.  

In the largest ocean in the world, the people of the 

Pacific face growing threats to their marine resources 

due to growing populations, overfishing, pollution, and 

climate change. Over half of the Pacific island 

population rely on coastal fisheries as the main source 

of food and income. 

With the support of fisheries agencies, community-based fisheries management efforts in Fiji, Samoa and 

Tonga empowers these coastal fishing communities to take control of marine resources that ensure their 

food security and livelihoods. And importantly, it protects the environment as well as preserves the social, 

cultural and traditions of Pacific island people. Two versions of the film can be viewed by clicking on the 

links below. 

Eight minute version  Four minute version 

← Back to Pacific News 

New conservation areas set up in Samoa 

As reported in local media, two new rainforest 

Community Conservation Areas (CCAs) were officially 

opened recently on the island of Savai’i in Samoa. 

The CCAs were developed in partnership between the 

village communities, the Samoa Conservation Society, 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 

(MNRE) and the Forestry. The CCAs are part of the 

continued Forest Protected Area Management project 

which is implemented by FAO and funded by the Global 

Environment Facility. 

Community Conservation Areas are an approach to conserve critical areas of forest under communal land 

ownership where the communities have full control over all management decisions but are supported by 

technical partners to develop and manage the reserves.  The CCA approach builds on traditional 

approaches in Samoa to conserve natural resources such as tapu areas (areas that are off-limits) and 

seasonal bans on the harvest of birds, bats or particular fish to ensure long term sustainability.  

The CCAs were established by the chiefs and orators of Taga village (10 Ha) and Gataivai village (12Ha) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHCwrMNHnhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHCwrMNHnhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHCwrMNHnhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBUgDXsopi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBUgDXsopi4
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
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to safeguard remnant patches of lowland rainforest.  Lowland forests in Samoa have been seriously 

depleted and cover less than 20% of their original area as a result of logging, agricultural activity, the 

spread of invasive species and cyclones. The remaining lowland forest is very valuable in terms of its high 

biodiversity, especially its plants and birds.  Many native birds can be seen in the CCAs including pigeons 

and fruit doves, Samoan Broadbill, Samoan Whistler, Kingfisher and Parrotfinch as well as native skinks, 

snails and insects. The Taga CCA also has a large colony of fruit bats which nest in a large banyan tree. 

At the opening events chiefs of both Taga and Gataivai expressed their great appreciation to the partners 

who supported the establishment of the two reserves and expressed their pride to conserve their 

biodiversity for current and future generations. 

FAO Forest and Protected Area Management Samoa Project Coordinator, Lemalu Sami Lemalu 

explained. “Village committees were very supportive of implementing the high priority activities with the 

assistance of Samoa Conservation Society, MNRE and the project team”. 

The Council of Chiefs of both villages have agreed on a number of rules to protect the biodiversity in the 

CCAs including a ban on logging, agricultural activities and shooting birds and bats. The two villages hope 

to expand their reserves in the future to protect more of their rainforest and biodiversity and to conduct 

forest restoration including tree planting and weed management to improve the quality of the forest. 

Since 2012, FAO has worked with the Government of Samoa to establish Community Conservation Areas 

in the highlands of these villages under the Forest Protection and Management project. These 

conservation areas were established to preserve the biodiversity and maintain the ecosystem services of 

intact forest protected areas. The introduction of organic farming, improved farming methods and 

sustainable land management with the aim to increase the income of the local population and prevent 

further eco-system degradation. 

Establishing conservation areas in the Pacific 

The activities are supported by the Global Environment Facility – Pacific Alliance for Sustainability – 

through the Forest and Protected Area Management project. Its global environmental objective is to 

strengthen biodiversity conservation and reduce forest land degradation. The FAO/GEF Forestry and 

Protected Area Management project covers Fiji, Niue, Samoa and Vanuatu. 

← Back to Pacific News 

Solomon Islands’ fish exporters get a boost with new project 

A new project, supported by the Standards and Trade 

Development Facility (STDF) and led by the FAO, is 

going to give fish exporters in the Solomon Islands an 

added boost to access the EU market. 

Solomon Islands’ fish exporters stand to benefit under a 

new project going live supported by the STDF – a global 

partnership on safe trade. FAO is one of STDF’s 

http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
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founding partners, alongside the World Bank, OIE, WHO and WTO. 

The project, which runs from June 2017 to May 2020, is being led by the FAO, with a total budget of 

US$508,336. The FAO is also providing in-kind support to the project alongside the government and the 

Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market Access Program (PHAMA), backed by Australia and New 

Zealand. 

Support will help the National Public Health Laboratory to achieve ISO 17025 certification, which is 

required for fish exports to access the EU market. Dr Tenneth Dalipanda, Permanent Secretary, Ministry 

of Health and Medical Services, notes, “Strengthening the National Public Health Laboratory is an integral 

component of our efforts to achieve economic development and employment through increased trade 

opportunities.”  

Solomon Islands’ national economy is based on agriculture and fisheries, with processed fish among the 

top three commodities with the highest revenues from international trade. Maintaining market access to 

the EU will protect jobs for around 1800 people (60% of them women) and sustain the country’s 

commercial fish exports of US$45 million. 

Fish processers and exporters in the Solomon Islands, including tinned tuna exporters such as SolTuna, 

will have access to an ISO 17025 certified testing facility. This will reduce delays, increase the 

competitiveness of fishery products and promote uninterrupted trade flows. 

The project will equip the National Public Health Laboratory to carry out microbiological testing to meet 

international standards by training laboratory staff and putting in place key systems. The laboratory will 

also be set up to monitor and evaluate contamination risks, promoting local development priorities for 

communities to access clean water and safe food. 

Developing Pacific Island countries interested in applying for funding under the STDF, to help meet 

standards required for international markets, can submit proposals for the current round until 4 August 

2017. 

Find out more at www.standardsfacility.org and get in touch at STDFSecretariat@wto.org 

← Back to Pacific News  

http://www.standardsfacility.org/
mailto:STDFSecretariat@wto.org
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/en/?coverage=2
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Niue Showcases its Biodiversity 

A new eco-tourism initiative showcasing the Huvalu 

Forest Conservation Area has just been launched in 

Niue, with the aim of informing, educating and exciting 

both visitors and locals on the importance of Niue’s 

forests in sustaining the island’s ecosystems, culture, 

and biodiversity conservation. 

The forest area covers almost a quarter of the South 

Pacific nation, and is located in one of the world’s 34 

‘biodiversity hotspots’, where some of the most 

threatened plant and animals on earth can be found. 

Funded by FAO, the extensive project involved scientific research and the development of a number of 

educational installations and resources including:  

 an interactive display at the Niue Visitor Information Centre with text, images, maps, books and

artifacts, plus the island’s first touch screen

 informative signage throughout Huvalu Forest on items of scientific, cultural and historical

significance and indigenous uses of the forest’s ecosystems

 self-tour information brochures

 a display at Niue’s Hannan International Airport

Niue Tourism Director of Marketing Felicity Bollen says, “the Huvalu Forest has been a conservation area 

for many years, but before now information wasn’t readily available, particularly for tourists. We’re excited 

this new product gives visitors a chance to find out more, both in the forest and through using innovative 

new technology.” 

FAO contracted New Zealand creative agency RUN, to develop all the display materials and managed 

and facilitated the project after consulting extensively with government departments, village councils and 

local guides to compile the biodiversity picture with the assistance of a NZ Landcare Research team. 

RUN Design Director Laura Cibilich said, “we wanted to create a product that made it easy for people to 

find out about the Huvalu at all levels, from just a glimpse, to delving in deeper using the content in the 

touchscreen. And with 2017 being the International Year of Sustainable Tourism, and eco-tourism 

currently worth over $20 billion globally, now is the perfect time to be launching a great initiative such as 

this.” 

Special touches include local hardwood Kafika, collected from the forest to use as sign posts, directly 

linking back to the project objectives; and a custom typeface designed specifically for the project, based 

on old Niue signage, for use throughout the project. Niuean illustrator, LeGrand Hekau was also 

commissioned, giving invaluable local knowledge to the illustrations that graced the signage and 

interactive display. 
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The launch and finale of the project coincided with the visit of the New Zealand Prime Minister the Rt Hon 

Bill English and a parliamentary delegation, where it was well received.  

← Back to Pacific News 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list   

Location: UN Compound, Lauofo Meti's Building, Matautu-Uta, Apia SAMOA 

Office telephone (+685) 221226 

Email Address: FAO-SAP@fao.org 

 © FAO 2017 
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