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The Veterinary Bureau (VB) of the Chinese Ministry of 
Agriculture (MoA), China Animal Health and Epidemiology 
Centre (CAHEC), FAO and Huazhong Agricultural University 
jointly organized the workshop on the case studies and its 
application in veterinary epidemiology in Xining, Qinghai 
Province from 31 July to 4 August 2017. The key objective 
of the workshop was to explore how case studies can 
be utilized as the training tool to help participants apply 
veterinary epidemiology skills towards problem-solving 
in their routine job. This was the second joint workshop 
between the China Field Epidemiology and Training 
Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV) and university academic 
networks after its being firstly held in November 2016.

Twenty-seven participants in total from six universities and 12 veterinary authorities attended the workshop. Prof Ian Robertson 
and Dr Cai Chang from the Murdoch University of Australia, provided with in-class lectures about key issues in case study 
development. University academics and CFETPV graduates actively discussed about veterinary epidemiology case studies, 
and how to solve difficulties that they faced in their respective fields. Positive feedbacks were received from all participants. A 
sustainable learning network and linkage between CFETPV and university academic networks has been further strengthened 
through the organization of a joint workshop. 

The second module of the second cohort of veterinary 
epidemiology training for university academics was held 
in Wuhan, Hubei Province from 7-11 August 2017, to 
further strengthen the veterinary epidemiology capacity for 
university academics. This training workshop was attended 
by 30 university teachers from 15 universities in China. 
The training course included basic concepts review on 
veterinary epidemiology, with the focus of disease outbreak 
investigation and the performance of laboratory diagnosis 
tests. The workshop lectures were delivered by Prof Ian 
Robertson and Dr Cai Chang from the Murdoch University, 
Australia.

Through joint efforts of the Chinese partners and FAO since 
2014, veterinary colleges in China have recognized the 
importance of veterinary epidemiology and are willing to 
add epidemiology in the curriculum. However, one of the challenges is the lack of competent teachers to deliver the course work 
of veterinary epidemiology. To meet the demands, FAO and the Veterinary Bureau of Chinese MoA, with the input from CAHEC 
and Huazhong Agricultural University, have initiated the veterinary epidemiology training for university academics within the 
CFETPV framework since early 2014. As a remarkable achievement, 35 universities in China has been covered under the initiative 
of veterinary epidemiology training for university academics, from which 116 university teachers attended the trainings activities. 
Future training programs of veterinary epidemiology for universities will expand the geographical location of universities as well 
as to move to in-depth trainings. 

The workshop on case studies and its application in veterinary epidemiology in Xining

Continued activities of capacity building of veterinary epidemiology for university academics in 
China
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Prof Robertson was delivering the training to trainees
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The Ninth Training Programs in Epidemiology & Public Health 
Interventions Network (TEPHINET) Global Scientific Conference 
was held from 7-11 August 2017 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. As a 
global network of Field Epidemiology Training Programs (FETPs), 
the TEPHINET provided an excellent platform for FETPs located in 
many countries around the world in terms of experiences sharing, 
collaborations strengthening between FETPs, and sustainability 
developing. It was the first time that China Field Epidemiology 
Training Programs for Veterinarians (CFETPV) and the Regional 
FETPV were officially invited to the TEPHINET global conference. 
Dr Jia Beibei and Ms Yu Qi attended the conference on behalf of 
FAO China ECTAD --- one of the key stakeholders of the CFETPV 
program. 

The conference offered extraordinary opportunities for fellows and graduates from FETPs and applied epidemiology programs 
to present their training activities and results. One of the special events of this conference was the plenary session on One 
Health (OH) to share experiences of CFETPV-CFETP collaborations was conducted. The objectives of this plenary discussion 
were to share experience and lessons learned from field epidemiology programs to address the needs of multi-disciplines and 
multi-sectors. Senior experts from public health, animal health and wildlife sectors from Thailand and China participated in 
panel discussions on OH opportunities and network. The discussion focused on how different programs have contributed to the 
prevention and response to global public health threats, and how current engagement of programs across various disciplines 
and sectors in the existing global and regional networks. It was the very first time that training programs from three sectors got 
involved and discussed OH issues together, which was a concrete example of the OH approach application in Asia. 

As the follow-up action to the outcomes of the VB delegation’s visit 
to FAO HQ in May 2017, the collaborative consultation & annual 
planning workshop of FAO China ECTAD Office was held in Beijing 
on 15 August 2017. Delegates from the VB and the Department of 
International Cooperation (DIC) of the Chinese MoA, FAO ECTAD 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) and FAO China ECTAD 
Office participated in the workshop. 

During the meeting, Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, the Regional 
Manager of FAO ECTAD RAP, highlighted the current and ongoing 
programs of FAO China ECTAD under the regional framework and 
also proposed new initiatives & activities for the year of 2017-
2018. Dr Wang Gongmin, Deputy Director General of the VB of 
the Chinese MoA, reviewed the collaboration with FAO over the past years and thanked for FAO’s support. Dr Wang indicated 
that the collaboration between MoA and FAO has made a great progress during the past years, majorly in the area of veterinary 
epidemiology capacity building. The CFETPV, has been one of the excellent models of the collaboration. As the guidance for 
discussion on project scope, progress and needs, Dr Wang then provided with recommendations for future collaboration among 
FAO China ECTAD and its partners (VB and DIC). Follow-up actions were identified and agreed for further implementation 
of the project activities. This meeting was a good opportunity for FAO to better understand the priorities of its collaborative 
partnership, which also laid the foundation for future collaboration of both sides in the area of animal health. 

1. FAO China ECTAD will attend the Second Regional Technical Consultation on Zoonotic Influenza Surveillance in Asia 
and the First Internal Consultation on Laboratory Capacity Building in Asia in Bangkok, Thailand from 4-8 September 
2017. 

2. FAO China ECTAD will attend the China & Asia-Pacific Conference on Emerging Infectious Diseases in Beijing on 13 
September 2017. 

3. The International Seminar of Veterinary Epidemiology Development & the Third Regional Meeting to Support 
Veterinary Epidemiology Capacity will be held in Qingdao, Shandong Province from 26-28 September 2017.   

Upcoming activity

The collaborative consultation & annual planning workshop of FAO China ECTAD Office in 
Beijing

FAO China ECTAD attendance at the Ninth Training Programs in Epidemiology 
& Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET) Global Scientific Conference

Panel discussion
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