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Dr Jia Beibei and Ms Yu Qi from FAO China Emergency Center 
for Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD) Office participated 
in the H7N9 activities review meeting in Da Nang, Viet Nam 
on 31 August 2017. The key objectives of the meeting were 
to review the updated situation of H7N9 in China and the 
control measures including vaccination policy undertaken by 
the Government; identify areas for improvement and actions 
undertaken to prepare for the possible next wave of H7N9 
outbreaks; and to identify potential partners and areas of 
cooperation and coordination for the agreed plan of actions. 
The meeting was attended by FAO ECTAD country teams in 
the region, FAO ECTAD Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
(RAP), Headquarter (HQ) and Africa, as well as United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) delegates from 
HQ and the Asian region. 

The participants reviewed the H7N9 situation in China and the control measures being taken by the Government, the risks of 
H7N9 incursion in the region, and FAO’s ongoing efforts to support the member countries to reduce cross-border incursion risk. 
Dr Jia Beibei delivered a presentation entitled “Updated H7N9 situation in human and animals as well as the control policy in 
China”, while other country teams presented the surveillance activities, value chain studies and joint risk assessment, and status 
of H7N9 preparedness. 

Dr Jia Beibei and Ms Yu Qi participated in the Second Regional Technical 
Consultation on Zoonotic Influenza Surveillance in Asia in Bangkok, Thailand 
from 4-6 September 2017, which was organized by FAO ECTAD RAP. 
Technical staffs from FAO ECTAD HQ, ECTAD RAP and ECTAD country offices 
attended the meeting. The meeting focused on updating participants on 
the surveillance, value chain and risk assessment activities implemented in 
the region, especially the innovative approaches to surveillance, identified 
surveillance improvement methods, risk assessment and value chain 
data within the Asia-Pacific region. Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, the Regional 
Manager of FAO ECTAD RAP gave final recommendations and closing 
remarks, and noted that all these components, surveillance work, risk 
assessment and value chain studies are linked with the aim of risk reduction. 
Surveillance related tools, guidelines and methodology would be used as 
recommendations to countries. 

  
Drs Jia Beibei and Han Zifeng attended the first Internal Consultation on 
Laboratory Capacity Building in Asia in Bangkok from 7-8 September 2017, 
which was organized by FAO ECTAD RAP. 22 participants from FAO ECTAD 
HQ, ECTAD RAP, and ECTAD country teams participated in the meeting. In 
the opening remarks, Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh highlighted the importance 
of laboratory mapping tool (LMT), and the key aspects of laboratory 
capacity building at the regional and national levels, which were laboratory 
management, quality assurance, biosafety and veterinary diagnosis. The 
meeting discussions were revolved around laboratory capacity building. This 
meeting provided FAO China ECTAD team with a great opportunity to share 
and learn the laboratory issues from the global and regional perspectives.

FAO China ECTAD attendance at the H7N9 activities review meeting

FAO China ECTAD participating in the Second Regional Technical Consultation on Zoonotic 
Influenza Surveillance in Asia and the First Internal Consultation on Laboratory Capacity 
Building in Asia
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Dr Jia Beibei was delivering a presentation in Da Nang
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Dr Jia Beibei and Ms Yu Qi attended the First 
China & Asia-Pacific Conference on Emerging 
Infectious Diseases (CAPEID) hosted by the 
Chinese Center for Disease Control  and 
Prevention (China CDC) in Beijing from 13-
14 September 2017. The conference aimed to 
exchange experience and information on the 
response to avian influenza, Zika, and other 
emerging infectious diseases, and to enhance 
communication and cooperation regarding the 
prevention and control measures for emerging 
infectious diseases within the region of East and 
Southeast Asia. The conference brought together 
domestic and international professionals and 

policy makers working for both public health and veterinary medicine. The participants were mainly from the region itself and 
also international organizations, including Mainland China, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China, Macao Special 
Administrative Region of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries, 
Mongolia, as well as the World Health Organization (WHO), the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (USCDC), the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). 

With the main focus diseases: avian influenza and mosquito-borne disease, the discussion themes addressed the current 
situation and epidemiology, virological characteristics, surveillance, vaccine development, scientific insights and public 
health response of the two endemic issues. Ms Yu Qi was invited to give a speech on poultry H7N9 situation review in China. 
Considering the challenge of the fifth wave crisis of H7N9 facing the Government of China, the panel discussion of the conference 
brought suggestions and comments on how to improve the control measures to prepare for and response to H7N9 control.

The International Seminar of Veterinary Epidemiology 
Development & the Third Regional Meeting to Support and Sustain 
Veterinary Epidemiology Capacity was held in Qingdao, Shandong 
Province from 26-28 September 2017. The meeting was co-
organized by FAO and the China Animal Health and Epidemiology 
Center (CAHEC) with the objectives to 1) share experience 
and lessons learned among countries in the region on how 
veterinary epidemiology can support policy decision making and 
required investment to sustain veterinary epidemiology capacity 
development; and 2) discuss key elements to support applications 
of veterinary epidemiology towards improving animal health 
programs at national level. 

More than 50 participants from 14 countries globally attended 
the meeting, including three government officials at the policy-making level. The meeting had four key sessions: 1) Support 
utilization of epidemiological information; 2) Sustain epidemiology capacity; 3) Formulate an action plan to support sustainable 
epidemiology capacity building at regional level; and 4) Conclusions. Keynote presentations and panel discussions were 
conducted by experts from national authorities and academia. Besides, a poster review and discussion session provided the 
participants with opportunities to share their views on how epidemiology application could inform decision making. The meeting 
noted and appreciated the examples of the role of epidemiology to support decision making given by experts from national 
authorities and academia. An action plan for sustainable epidemiology capacity building at regional level was developed by all 
participants, in which five key elements were agreed. In addition, proposed activities for actions at the country level in line with 
the five key elements were identified. 

1. Module three of the fourth cohort of the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV) will 
be held from 10-27 October 2017 in Qingdao, Shandong Province. 

2. Representatives from the FAO China ECTAD Office will attend the One Health Regional Workshop in Bangkok, Thailand 
from 11-13 October 2017. 

3. The Third Meeting on China-Lao PDR-Myanmar Collaboration to Address Transboundary Animal Diseases in the Upper 
Mekong Sub-region will be held in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar from 31 October to 1 November 2017. 

Upcoming activity

AO China ECTAD attendance at the First China & Asia-Pacific Conference on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases (CAPEID)

The International Seminar of Veterinary Epidemiology Development & the Third Regional 
Meeting to Support and Sustain Veterinary Epidemiology Capacity successfully held in Qingdao

Participants of the CAEID
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