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Against the backdrop of the Second World War, the 
Philippines was among the 34 nations that founded 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations in October of 1945 to ensure humanity’s freedom 
from hunger, increase levels of nutrition, improve the 
condition of rural populations and contribute toward an 
expanding world economy.

The Philippines figures prominently in the 
history of FAO as one of the first countries to 
support the achievement of its mandates–from 
the UN Conference in 1943 that decided on the 
creation of a dedicated agency that would focus 
on food and agriculture, to its inauguration in 
1945.

FAO’s work in the Philippines started in the 
1956 when an FAO fisheries expert, a German 
biologist, trained Government staff in planning 
and carrying out a research programme in 
marine fisheries biology. 

A few years later, FAO helped control a coconut 
disease called “cadang-cadang,” which had 
already decimated some 10 million trees and 
further threatened the coconut sector, one of 
the country’s most important sources of income.

Two major emergencies marked FAO’s 
support to the Philippines in the 1970s: The 
assistance to control an epidemic disease called 
schistosomiasis through agro-engineering 
methods, and the livelihood recovery response 
after the catastrophic Moro Gulf earthquake and 
tsunami in 1976.

With an expanding programme, an agreement 
to establish an FAO Representation in the 
Philippines was signed on 14 November 1977.

The country office officially opened in January 
1978, signaling a stronger partnership between 
FAO and the Government of the Philippines for 
the sustainable development of the country’s 
agriculture, fisheries, forestry and natural 
resources sectors.
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1958
FAO expert Dr Klaus 
F.W. Tiews, a young 
German biologist, 
shows trainees how 
to conduct scientific 
experiments on 
cultured fishes. He 
began his mission 
in the Philippines in 
September 1956.
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1960
At an experimental 
station set up in 
Albay to combat the 
“cadang-cadang” 
coconut disease, FAO 
plant virologist, Dr  
Karl Maramorosch 
(2nd from left), 
shows how the virus 
of various insects is 
transmitted.
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1962
President Diosdado 
Macapagal on his 
visit to the FAO 
headquarters in 
Rome, with former 
Director-General B.R. 
Sen.
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1973 
Volunteers in 
Leyte Province join 
efforts to control 
schistosomiasis, an 
epidemic disease 
caused by parasitic 
micro-organisms 
entering human tissue 
from infected water. 
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1977
Fishermen who 
lost their fishing 
gear to the Moro 
Gulf earthquake 
and tsunami weave 
their gill nets near a 
training centre 
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2017

In May 2017, armed clashes in Marawi City 
forced approximately 360 000 families 
to flee their homes and abandon their 
livelihoods. FAO continues to work with 
the Government to support the recovery 
and rehabilitation of the agriculture and 
fisheries sector and the restoration of the 
food supply chain in affected areas.  

In 2015, FAO formulated a Strategic 
Programme for Agriculture and 
Agribusiness in Mindanao, which guides 
current efforts to help small farmers and 
fishers expand their role in the value 
chain and contribute to the attainment of 
durable peace and inclusive development 
in the region.
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From 2013 to 2015, FAO implemented its 
Typhoon Haiyan Emergency, Recovery 
and Rehabilitation Programme, reaching 
over 230 000 farming and fishing families 
affected by the strongest typhoon on 
record. A total of 22 projects funded by 
14 donors supported recovery and 
resilience-building interventions in the rice, 
corn, coconut and fisheries sub-sectors. 
This also led to the formulation of FAO’s 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
and Climate Change Adaptation (DRR and 
CCA) Strategy, which served as a framework 
in further assisting the Government and 
agricultural communities in responding 
to disasters and future threats. FAO 
then supported the establishment of the 
Department of Agriculture’s DRRM CCA 
Operations Centre in 2016. 
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2003

In 2003, FAO assisted the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
in revising the Philippine Master Plan 
for Forestry Development to make it 
more responsive to current priorities 
and consistent with the country’s 
economic development objectives. This 
was followed by several other forestry 
projects, including the highly successful 
Carood Watershed reforestation, which 
became part of the International Model 
Forest Network in 2010. It is also being 
expanded and replicated as part of the 
implementation of the FAO-assisted 
National Action Plan on Forest Landscape 
Restoration. 
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1997

It was a promising time for the people of 
Mindanao when the peace agreement 
between the Government and the Moro 
National Liberation Front was signed in 
1996. FAO provided assistance in the 
agricultural livelihood reintegration of 
former combatants and their families 
starting in 1997. 

Similar assistance was provided to 
agricultural communities in the region 
affected by the all-out-war in 2000 and 
succeeding armed clashes and natural 
disasters.
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1980

Rice production growth rates could no 
longer keep up with the human population 
growth rate during the 1980s. This trend 
was compounded with the widespread 
emergence of the rice brown planthopper, 
threatening the longer-term food security 
of rice-producing countries.

FAO introduced Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) and trained farmers 
across the country beginning in 1980 to 
use more ecologically sound practices 
as an alternative to the unsustainable 
use of pesticides. Because of its proven 
impact, then President Fidel Ramos 
launched a national IPM programme in 
1993. The Philippines also took the lead 
in establishing the ASEAN IPM Knowledge 
Network.
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To support the Government’s nutrition 
programme, particularly in providing 
an affordable source of protein for 
the population, FAO implemented a 
brackishwater development and training 
project in 1977. Its results can be seen even 
today with the availability of affordable 
tilapia and milkfish in almost all public 
markets in the country.

In the 1970s, FAO’s started its assistance 
to the Government’s agrarian reform 
programme, which was anchored on 
improving the lives of impoverished 
landless farmers.
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Highlights of our work between 1977 to 2017

FAO’s work through the decades reflects how priorities in the development of the agriculture, fisheries, forestry and 
natural resources sectors progressed and evolved over time in response to the changing needs of the Filipino people.

From 2000 to 2015, much of FAO’s work focused on contributing to the achievement 
of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDG). In 2014, FAO awarded 
the Philippines for achieving MDG target 1c of halving the proportion of people in 
the country who suffer from hunger between 1990 and 2015.



FAO continues to successfully pursue 
its mandates in the Philippines by 
working proactively with partners in the 
Government, NGOs, technical agencies, 
other UN agencies, the private sector, 
academia and research institutions, 
community-based organizations and 
producer groups, among others. 
Partnerships also make it possible to 
mobilize the best available knowledge 
and capacities and provide the most 
effective services in working towards 
common goals.

Adapting to climate and environmental 
change

Climate change is perhaps one of the greatest challenges that 
confront the agriculture sector. In the Philippines, its impacts 
have been more pronounced in recent years with record 
typhoons and prolonged droughts.  

FAO and the Government have been laying the foundation for 
more resilient agriculture since 2009. Much of this early work 
continues to facilitate progress in improving strategic climate 
risk management and accelerating the uptake of medium- 
and long-term risk reduction practices across the policy level, 
the agriculture industry and down to farming and fishing 
communities.

Viewing the links between climate change, life below water 
and life on land, which are underscored in SDGs 13, 14 and 15, 
FAO and the Government are working together to develop and 
implement integrated solutions that will ensure that future 
generations will have the resources they need to continue on 
the path to sustainable development. 

Enabling sustainable food systems: doing 
more and better with less

Today, the environment is no longer viewed as a purely 
extractive resource. SDG 12 highlights sustainable 
consumption and production: a call to produce more and 
better, using less resources and without further degrading the 
environment. For food systems to contribute to addressing 
poverty, hunger and a host of other development issues, 
it is increasingly important to ensure the availability and 
sustainable management of water and clean energy, which are 
covered by SDGs 6 (Clean water and sanitation) 
and 7 (Affordable and clean energy). All these are among the 
many challenges that FAO, along with the Government and the 
academia are solving together. 

FAO’s key interventions include, among others, promoting 
methods to reduce the cost of producing production of crops 
and aquaculture products while increasing yield. Assistance 
in water, drought and watershed management are equipping 
smallholders to gain access to water and manage their 
water resources, while efforts are also being directed toward 
developing and mainstreaming bioenergy strategies for 
enhanced food security.   

FAO also helps address antimicrobial resistance and other 
animal diseases, including those that are transboundary 
in nature, while increasing capacities for the planning 
and implementation of sustainable natural resources 
management. 
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Food and agriculture are at the 
heart of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. Both 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and FAO’s strategic 
objectives are geared towards 
tacklin  the root causes of poverty 
and hunger, building a fairer society 
and leaving no one behind

In the Philippines, FAO’s work is 
directly linked to almost all the 
SDGs.

Ending hunger and poverty requires 
addressing socio-economic factors

Agriculture’s role in ending poverty and hunger, the main 
thrusts of SDG 1 (No poverty) and SDG 2 (Zero hunger), is most 
crucial in the country’s rural areas where vulnerable farming 
and fishing communities live and work. In order to address 
these priorities in a sustainable way, development must take 
into consideration a broad range of other socio-economic 
dimensions. These include gender-related issues, decent work 
and economic growth, reduced inequalities, peace justice and 
strong institutions, all of which are captured in SDGs 5 (Gender 
equality), 8 (Decent work and economic growth), 10 (Reduced 
inequalities) and 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions). 

FAO programmes and projects in the Philippines have a 
strong focus on promoting investments in rural development, 
bringing in the best technical knowledge and internationally 
recognized methods that are also suited to local conditions in 
order to effectively improve agriculture-based livelihoods. 

Farming and fishing communities are being equipped with 
skills and tools to help them bounce back from crises, increase 
production, minimize post-harvest losses, add value to 
their products and tap larger markets while contributing to 
environmental sustainability and economic growth. 

FAO is also working with the Government to ensure that 
policies support fair agribusiness transactions and uphold the 
rights of the marginalized. 

With greater capabilities and opportunities, farmers, fishers, 
and indigenous peoples, including women and the youth, 
increase their potential to become part of the solution to 
ensuring that adequate, nutritious and affordable food 
continues to be accessible to a growing population. 

Working together toward the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals
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Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Piñol of the Philippines chaired the 
40th session of the FAO Conference held in Rome in July 2017, which 
was attended by 1 150 delegates from 181 FAO member countries. 
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FAO and the Government 
of the Philippines
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From addressing food, nutrition 
and rural development needs 
after the second World War, to 
the Millennium Development 
Goals, and working together to 
contribute to the achievement 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, FAO and the Government 
of the Philippines continue to 
demonstrate a lasting commitment 
and partnership for peace and 
development, improving food 
security, eradicating poverty and 
building the resilience of the most 
vulnerable.

Over the past 40 years, FAO has implemented 
more than 400 national projects in the 
Philippines, reaching over 504 000 farming 
and fishing families or over 2.5 million people. 
In addition, the Philippines also received 
support through FAO regional and global 
projects.



Arab Gulf Programme for UN Development Organizations
European Union
FAO Technical Cooperation Programme
FAO TeleFood Programme (various donors)
Global Environment Facility (39 donor countries)
Government of Australia
Government of the Kingdom of Belgium
Government of Brazil
Government of Canada
Government of Finland
Government of Germany
Government of Ireland
Government of Italy
Government of Japan
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Government of the Kingdom of Sweden
Government of New Zealand
Government of the Kingdom of Norway 
Government of the Philippines 
Government of Spain
Government of Switzerland 
Government of the United Kingdom
United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)-administered Donor Joint Trust Fund
United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO)
United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Achievement Fund
United Nations Peacebuilding Fund 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

Our donors
Several donors and development partners have contributed to FAO’s national, regional and inter-regional 
and global projects and programmes implemented in the Philippines, by providing various forms of 
support, including financial, technical collaboration and cooperation, among others.

*This list includes donors to national projects. Several other donor countries and institutions have supported the Philippines through FAO’s regional, inter-regional and global 
activities and platforms. FAO also extends its gratitude to other donors and development partners for their programmes and contributions toward achieving common goals 
of eradicating hunger and malnutrition, improving agricultural livelihoods and productivity, increasing resilience to climate change and strengthening capacities to manage 
natural resources sustainably, among others.

Department of Agriculture (DA) and its attached agencies
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (DAF-ARMM)
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR)
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and its 
attached agencies
Department of Science and Technology (DOST) and its attached agencies
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and 
its attached agencies
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA) 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) 
Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA)
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP)
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
National Nutrition Council (NNC) of the Department 
of Health (DOH)
Office of the Presidential Assistant for Food Security and Agricultural 
Modernization (OPAFSAM)
Office of the Presidential Assistant for Rehabilitation 
and Recovery (OPARR)
Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP)
Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA)
Local Government Units (LGUs)
Non-government organizations 
Community-based organizations, cooperatives and farmers’ associations
Academia, universities, colleges and other research institutions
Private sector

Our partners in the Philippines
©

FAO
/N

ikki M
eru



FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS

www.fao.org

FAO REPRESENTATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

FAO-PH@fao.org
www.fao.org/philippines

Follow us on Twitter: @FAOPhilippines 
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