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COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY 

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION 

Rome, Italy, 23-27 June 2014 

ANNOTATIONS FOR THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

      

1. Opening of the Session 

 The Twenty-second Session of the Committee on Forestry will open at 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 

23 June 2014. The meeting will be opened by the Chairperson of the Committee, Dr Felician 

Kilahama (Tanzania). The detailed programme of the opening session will be presented separately.  

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

 The Committee is invited to adopt the agenda for its session, on the basis of document  

COFO/2014/2 Provisional Agenda. 

3. Election of Officers and Designation of the Drafting Committee 

 The Committee will elect officers according to Rule 1 of its Rules of Procedure. The 

Committee will also designate the Chairperson and Members of the Drafting Committee. Based on the 

recommendations of the 139
th
 Session of the Council and of the 90

th
 Session of the Committee on 

Constitutional and Legal Matters the Committee is invited to consider the election of officers at the 

end of its future sessions and appropriate transitory measures as presented in document COFO/2014/3 

Election of Officers. 

4. State of the World’s Forests 2014: Enhancing the socioeconomic benefits from forests 

 Under this item, the Committee is invited to review the state of forests and related policy 

developments on the basis of the State of the World’s Forests 2014 (SOFO2014) and document 

COFO/2014/4. The Committee is further invited to pay particular attention to the following issues, 

derived from but not limited to the discussion in SOFO2014: 

4.1 Policy measures to sustain and enhance benefits (COFO/2014/4.1)  

4.2 Innovations in the forest products sector and promoting products from sustainably 

managed forests ( COFO/2014/4.2)  

4.3 Income, employment and livelihoods ( COFO/2014/4.3) 

4.4 Forests and family farming (COFO/2014/4.4) 

4.5 Payment for ecosystem services and forest financing (COFO/2014/4.5).  

Committee Members may wish to consult also Miscellaneous document “International Forum on 

payments for environmental service. Key messages, summary and recommendations”. The Committee 

is invited to consider the above agenda items and review the situation of forests and forestry 

worldwide, with a view to advising Member Nations and the Organization on appropriate actions with 
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emphasis on integrating all environmental, economic and social aspects and the promotion of 

sustainable forest management. 

Heads of Forestry Dialogue 

On Tuesday 24 June 2014 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. a facilitated Heads of Forestry Dialogue will be 

held on: “Enhancing policy implementation to foster socio-economic benefits”. This dialogue will 

focus on the importance, challenges, and ways to support public forestry agencies in their efforts to 

adjust their roles and responsibilities to strengthen policy implementation. The dialogue is expected to 

provide an opportunity for Heads of Forestry to exchange views in a more informal format. The 

dialogue is also expected to serve as an introduction to the COFO deliberations on the related agenda 

item that will follow immediately after. For further information Committee Members are invited to 

consult also Miscellaneous document “Enhancing policy implementation to foster socio-economic 

benefits”. 

5. Contribution to global processes and initiatives 

 2014 and 2015 will be rich in forest-relevant global discussions. The Committee may wish to 

examine the opportunities arising from these events and consider ways and means to promote greater 

forest policy coherence and help Members in their preparations for several international events of 

relevance to the forest sector. The following items will be addressed: 

5.1 Forests and the Sustainable Development Goals 

The Committee will be presented with document COFO/2014/5.1 on forests and sustainable 

development goals (SDGs). Committee Members may wish to consult also Miscellaneous 

documents “Open Working Group 10th session – Clusters”; “Focus Area Document (19 March 

2014)”; “OWG11.Letter from Co-Chairs SDGs”, “OWG11: Introduction and Proposed Goals and 

Targets on Sustainable Development for the post2015 Development Agenda” and “Forest related 

targets for integration in sustainable development goals”. The Committee is invited to consider 

relevant recommendations for Members to promote the proper recognition and representation of 

forests in the SDGs and advise FAO to provide support to countries in this regard. 

5.2 The Zero Hunger Challenge   

The Committee is invited to consider agenda item (document COFO/2014/5.2) and to formulate 

relevant recommendations for the Member Nations and give guidance for FAO on how forests 

could best contribute to this initiative in the context of its new Strategic Framework, and further 

support countries in increasing understanding and knowledge of how forests and trees can address 

the Zero Hunger Challenge.  

Heads of Forestry Dialogue 

On Wednesday, 25 June 2014 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. a facilitated Heads of Forestry Dialogue will 

be held with the following topic: ”The Zero Illegal Deforestation Challenge”. This dialogue will 

highlight different perspectives of the zero illegal deforestation challenge and on the actions that 

would be needed by countries to achieve such an ambitious goal. The dialogue is expected to provide 

an opportunity for Heads of Forestry to exchange views in a more informal format. The dialogue is 

also expected to serve as an introduction to the COFO deliberations on the related agenda item that 

will follow immediately after. For further information Committee Members are invited to consult 

Miscellaneous document “Zero Illegal Deforestation Challenge”. 

5.3 The Zero Illegal Deforestation Initiative 

During the period 2000–2010, the world’s forests decreased by an average of 5.3 million hectares 

per year. While current net global deforestation estimates are down from the 8.3 million hectares 

per year recorded for the period 1990–2000, the world continues to lose forests at an alarming 

rate. The Committee is invited to consider document COFO/2014/5.3 and on this basis develop its 

recommendations for members to work towards achieving zero illegal deforestation and give 
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guidance to FAO to support countries efforts in this regard in the context of its Strategic 

Framework and Medium-Term Plan.  

5.4 Review of the effectiveness of the international arrangement on forests (IAF) 

The Committee will be presented with document COFO/2014/5.4 on the relevant contributions 

from FAO to the IAF, including the work of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, through its 

leadership and facilitative role, and also through participation in the Partnership’s various 

initiatives and activities. The Committee is invited to consider this document and provide 

recommendations to Member Nations and the Organization.  

5.5 The Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of 

 Forest Genetic Resources  

At the 38
th
 Session the FAO Conference adopted the Report of the 14

th
 Regular Session of the 

Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and adopted the Global Plan of 

Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources. The 

Committee is invited to consider document COFO/2014/5.5 and support the implementation of 

the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest 

Genetic Resources and provide relevant recommendations for the Member Nations and FAO. 

5.6 Forests and gender equality  

The Committee will be presented with document COFO/2014/5.6 on gender and forestry. Gender 

in forest management and forest policy decisions is a crucial element of the social dimension of 

SFM. In view of the Beijing +20 meeting and the SDG process Member Nations may wish to 

identify challenges and opportunities for improving gender equality in forestry and actions to be 

taken to strengthen efforts in this regard. The Committee may wish to consider further work on 

gender equality and provide relevant recommendations for Member Nations and FAO. 

6. Implementation of the recommendations of past Sessions of the Committee and other 

FAO Governing Bodies 

 The Committee will be presented with a full account of actions taken in response to its prior 

decisions, the recommendations of the Regional Forestry Commissions as well as other FAO 

governing bodies. The Committee is invited to consider the progress report and pay special attention to 

the following items and to provide further guidance in particular on the following areas: 

6.1 Progress report on the implementation of the recommendations of past sessions of the 

Committee and the Multi-year Programme of Work (MYPOW) 

The Committee is invited to review the implementation of its MYPOW (document 

COFO/2014/6.1) and provide guidance on how to make the next MYPOW of the Committee on 

Forestry for 2016-2019 more effective in setting priorities. In doing so the Committee may wish 

to consult also Miscellaneous document “Progress Report” giving a complete list of actions taken 

in response to the recommendations of the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 sessions as well as the “Actions taken by 

FAO Management following the Strategic Evaluation of FAO’s Role and Work in Forestry”.  

6.2 Sustainable Forest Management Toolbox (Document: COFO/2014/6.2) 

The Committee will be invited to review the progress of work on the SFM Toolbox and discuss 

how the Toolbox can contribute to SFM implementation, considering the diverse country contexts 

and situations; and to guide FAO in finalizing the Toolbox.  

6.3 Voluntary Guidelines on National Forest Monitoring (NFM guidelines) (Document: 

COFO/2014/6.3) 

The Committee will be invited to review the progress of work on NFM guidelines and endorse 

the first two sections as reviewed by the six Regional Forestry Commissions, and provide 

guidance on its further development. 
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6.4 Forest landscape restoration mechanism (Document COFO/2014/6.4) 

The Committee will be invited to review the progress of work on the Forest landscape restoration 

mechanism and encourage its further development, and consider actions towards the 

achievements of the Bonn Challenge. 

6.5 Enhancing Forest Communication (Document: COFO/2014/6.5) 

The Committee will be invited to review the progress made in enhancing forest communication 

and supporting the regional forest communication networks, including through providing 

coordination for the global and regional levels. The Committee may wish to advise on future 

actions to raise the profile of forests including through the celebration of 21 March, the 

International Day of Forests.  

6.6 Strengthening cross-sectoral collaboration: working more closely with other FAO 

governing bodies (Document: COFO/2014/6.6) 

At its 21
st
 Session COFO recommended FAO to “explore greater cooperation between the 

Committees on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, such as a joint COAG-COFO Panel of 

Experts” and report back to COFO at its next session in 2014. The Committee will be invited to 

consider further guidance for implementing the recommendation including encouraging countries 

to strengthen cross-sectoral collaboration; inviting in particular the Committee on Agriculture and 

the Committee on Fisheries to explore opportunities for collaboration with the Committee; and 

requesting FAO to continue promoting cross sectoral collaboration within the framework of the 

Strategic Objectives. 

6.7 Progress in statutory bodies and key partnerships: ACSFI, APFK, IPC, FFF, Mountain 

Partnership, Silvamed) (Document: COFO/2014/6.7)  

Under this agenda item Chairpersons of statutory bodies and partnerships or their representatives 

will inform the Committee on progress achieved in the previous biennium. 

Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-Based Industries (ASCFI) 

Based on the progress report the Committee will be invited to recognize the role of the ACSFI as 

an important mechanism to channel the knowledge and solutions on the private sector into the 

FAO Forestry Programme and to support the ACSFI’s new cross-sectiorial initiative on Bio-

Based Packaging. 

Advisory Panel on Forest Knowledge (APFK) 

Following the recommendation of the 21
st
 Session the Committee is presented with a report on 

developments in forestry education and research and a proposal for creating an advisory panel to 

support work in these areas. The Committee may wish to give guidance for FAO to focus and 

position education-related work in its Strategic Framework. 

Silva Mediterranea  

The Committee will be informed of progress in the work of the Committee on Mediterranean 

Forestry Questions-Silva Mediterranea . The Committee may wish to welcome the first edition of 

the State of Mediterranean Forests (SoMF); take note of the Strategic Framework on 

Mediterranean Forests and the Tlemcen Declaration adopted by Silva Mediterranea member 

States; and make recommendations for their implementation by Silva Mediterranea members. 

The International Poplar Commission (IPC)  

The Committee will be presented with a report on progress made with the IPC reform. The 

Committee may wish to advise members on appropriate actions in support of the reform; and 

encourage the Executive Committee to continue the reform process of the International Poplar 

Commission. 
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Forest and Farm Facility (FFF) 

The Committee will be presented with the progress report on the work of the FFF as a multi-

donor programme, launched during the 21
st
 Session of the Committee in 2012. 

The Committee may wish to take note of the progress report and invite countries to support the 

work of FFF. 

Mountain Partnership  

The Committee will be presented with a progress report on the work of the Mountain Partnership, 

a United Nations voluntary. The Committee will be invited to take note of this report and invite 

countries to engage in or strengthen presence in the Mountain Partnership; strengthen their 

capacities in sustainable mountain development, and make financial or in kind contributions to 

support the wok of the Partnership.    

6.8 Decisions and Recommendations of FAO Bodies of Interest to the Committee 

(Document: COFO/2014/6.8) 

The Committee will be presented with the summary of the decisions of FAO bodies of interest of 

the Committee. The Committee may wish to consider the implication of these decisions when 

addressing relevant agenda items. 

7. FAO’s work in forestry under the reviewed Strategic Framework 

 7.1.  Program priorities 

The Committee will be invited to consider document COFO/2014/7.1 which presents, in a new 

format unified for all technical committees, the achievements, trends and emerging issues as a 

well as the priorities  for work in 2014-2017. When addressing this agenda item the Committee 

may wish to consider also documents PC 115/2-FC 154/9 and COFI/2014/8 providing further 

insight to the planning process and to global initiatives. Committee Members may wish to consult 

also Miscellaneous document “Progress on the Medium Term Plan 2014-17: Results framework, 

regional priorities and budgetary adjustments from work planning and efficiencies” and “FAO's 

Programme of Work in Fisheries and Aquaculture under the Reviewed Strategic Framework”. 

On this basis the Committee may wish to provide its guidance for the program priorities.  

 7.2.  Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation,  and the Climate  

        Summit 2014 

The Committee will be presented with document COFO/2014/7.2 describing the preparations for 

the Secretary-General’s Climate Summit and the key areas of FAO’s work in climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. The Committee may wish to advise its members and FAO on 

enhancing the work further on the area of climate change as it relates to forests and trees and their 

sustainable management. 

 7.3 Enhancing work on boreal forests and dryland forests 

The Committee will be presented with documents outlining options for enhancing work on boreal 

forests (document COFO/2014/7.3a) and dryland forests (document COFO/2014/7.3b). The 

Committee may wish to consider appropriate measures for strengthening the work on boreal and 

dryland forests, including inter alia, by identifying priority areas of work, and considering the 

establishment of working groups on dryland forests and on boreal forests.  

8. Date and place of the next Session 

 The Committee will decide on the date and the place of its next session.  

9. Adoption of the Report 

 The Committee will consider the draft report for adoption. The report of the 22
nd

 Session will 

be submitted to the FAO Council at its 150
th
 Session in December 2014 and to the FAO Conference at 

its 39
th
 Session in June 2015. 
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10. Closure of the Session 

 The session is expected to close at 6 p.m. on Friday, 27 June 2014. 

4
TH

 WORLD FOREST WEEK EVENTS 

Several 4
th
 World Forest Week events will be held throughout the week. Please check the relevant 

pages on the COFO/WFW website for further details (http://www.fao.org/forestry/57758/en/). 

 


