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I. Introduction 

1. Forests and agrosilvopastoral systems in drylands play crucial ecological, social and economic 

roles while improving environmental sustainability and resilience in the wider landscapes. If well 

managed and properly valued, forests and agrosilvopastoral systems in drylands can help alleviate 

poverty and contribute to food security and sustainable livelihoods for two billion people worldwide. 

They provide means to help adapt to climate change, maintain and improve land productivity, regulate 

the water cycle, prevent and combat desertification and increase resilience of the millions of 

communities who live in the world’s dryland areas.  

2. Today these forests and their associated ecosystems are facing serious and multiple threats, 

ranging from deforestation, to degradation, fragmentation and desertification. These dynamics are 

driven by interrelated factors, such as climate change and related disasters such as fires, policy and 

socio-economic drivers including human actions leading to overharvesting of resources, lack of 

technical capacity as well as a general lack of understanding of the importance and vulnerability of 

these systems.  

3. Dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems can be found across the globe and yet, they 

continue to be poorly understood and researched. They receive limited recognition and attention and 

have not attracted the amount of technical and financial investment (when compared to other 

ecosystems, such as humid tropical forests) needed for their assessment, conservation, sustainable 

management and restoration. This is so, in spite of recent studies showing that globally, drylands offer 

the highest restoration potential.  
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II. The need for monitoring and assessment of dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems 

4. At both global and regional levels, knowledge of the extent and value of dryland forest and 

agrosilvopastoral systems is relatively limited and might explain the reasons behind the lack of 

investments in their management and restoration. These knowledge gaps include, inter alia:  

 global mapping of the extent and status of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems;  

 lack of coordination and integration of existing monitoring systems for dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems globally and regionally to track changes and identify risks (land use 

changes, climate changes and their impacts such as longer droughts, fires, pests and diseases 

as well as deforestation and desertification);  

 estimation of the required level of investments (technical and financial) for sustainable 

management and restoration of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems;  

 economic valuation of the contributions of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems to 

sustainable development, including economic returns of investments in their sustainable 

management and restoration.  

5. Despite their importance and the urgent challenges affecting dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems, efforts in the last decade to raise substantial funds for dryland forestry 

issues have not been sufficient to produce the expected impact on the ground. It is important that 

current and future financing is well coordinated and upscaled rather than focused on short-term and 

scattered projects, without a harmonized vision and prioritization. Furthermore, a solid analysis of 

integrated data resources will be beneficial for prioritizing future financial investments.  

6. On the other hand, FAO’s recent experience in facilitating development of partnerships at 

regional levels (such as the Collaborative Partnership on Mediterranean Forests and the Great Green 

Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel initiative), has shown the value and benefits of partnerships bringing 

together the international community and regional and national institutions and technical and financial 

partners. These regional partnerships could provide a solid ground and pave the way for a more global, 

cohesive and inclusive process to mobilize resources (technical and financial) for dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral investments.  

7. At its 22
nd

 session in June 2014, the Committee on Forestry requested FAO to “undertake, 

within the framework of the FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) and contingent upon 

the availability of extra-budgetary funding, a global assessment of the extent and status of drylands 

forests, rangelands and agrosilvopastoral systems”
1
. Since June 2014, it was not possible to implement 

this recommendation, as FRA covering the period 2010-2015 was already at a very advanced stage of 

preparation. It was launched in September 2015.  

8. The Committee on Forestry during the same session has also considered the relevance and 

benefits of establishing a working group on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems and 

requested FAO to present a recommendation to the Committee on Forestry for the establishment of 

this working group, for consideration and possible adoption at its next session.  

III. The Dryland Monitoring Week and the Rome Promise 

9. As an alternative option to speed-up the implementation of the COFO request and 

recommendations above, FAO organized in January 2015 in Rome, and together with partners held a 

                                                      

1
 http://www.fao.org/3/a-ml080e.pdf 



FO:NEFRC/2015/5  3 

 

 

first drylands monitoring week
2
 under the theme  : “Monitoring and Assessment of Drylands: Forests, 

Rangelands, Trees and Agrosilvopastoral Systems”. The objectives of the week were to:  

 assess the gap between the need and the current state of drylands monitoring; 

 explore the opportunities offered by new technology and policy commitment; 

 initiate a collaborative process to promote large-scale, comprehensive monitoring of drylands. 

10. During the event, several international agreements and initiatives calling for restoration of 

degraded lands were highlighted. These include the Rio+20 Outcome document where world leaders 

agreed to achieve a land degradation neutral world in the context of sustainable development, the 

Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations (UN) (in particular the SDG 12 and 15), the UN 

Convention to Combat Desertification on rehabilitation, conservation, and sustainable management of 

land and water resources, the “REDD-Plus” goal of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change, Aichi Biodiversity Target 15 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted under 

the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the Bonn Challenge on Forests, Climate Change and 

Biodiversity as well as the New York Declaration on Forests. 

11. Participants also highlighted that an appropriate and sustainable monitoring and assessment 

system, including a comprehensive baseline and participatory approaches, is necessary for effective 

management and restoration
3
 of natural capital in drylands. A wide range of methods and tools exist 

for monitoring and assessment of different aspects of drylands, as well as emerging new technologies. 

They should be used as building blocks and for developing new methods that integrate remote sensing 

and local participation. 

12. In their conclusion of the event, participants committed “Rome Promise on Monitoring and 

Assessment of Drylands for Sustainable Management and Restoration” and corresponding actions to:  

 form an open-ended collaborative network or community of practice to advance monitoring 

and assessment of drylands, including an understanding of their users; 

 communicate the value and importance of drylands monitoring to relevant stakeholders, 

including policy makers and resource partners;  

 develop a dynamic roadmap for collaborative action. 

13. As FAO works alongside its member countries and its partner organizations to achieve the 

objectives of the Rome Promise and implement COFO requests, the Forestry Department - in 

collaboration with numerous forestry institutions - has taken the initiative to conduct the first global 

assessment of drylands using the Collect Earth tool. The initiative was conducted under the framework 

of two FAO-led complementary projects (a) “the Action Against Desertification
4
” project and (b) “the 

Global Forest Survey
5
”, which are being implemented in collaboration with a network of national 

governments, non-governmental organizations, academic institutions, regional and international 

partners.  

IV. Current status of FAO-led dryland assessment activities in the Near East 

region  

14. Two training/regional assessment workshops were carried out in the region to contribute to the 

global drylands assessment:  

                                                      

2
 http://www.fao.org/forestry/aridzone/88626/en/ 

3
 http://www.fao.org/forestry/42520-09d6892b4a39725e9bb54c2d37988567f.pdf 

4
 www.fao.org/in-action/action-against-desertification 

5
 The Global Forest Survey (GFS) was initiated in 2015 in a pilot phase. It supplements FAO’s efforts in forest 

assessment under the Global Forest Resource Assessment (FRA). GFS is supporting the first Global Drylands 

assessment, using a multiphase phase sampling design approach with 200,000 plots within drylands.  

http://www.fao.org/in-action/action-against-desertification
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 The General Directorate of Forests in Tunisia conducted the assessment of 15,077 plots 

covering North Africa region. The assessment involved 20 participants and took place in 

Tunis during the period (25 May-06 June 2015). All the technical activities have been 

coordinated by the Tunis General Directorate of Forests.  

 The General Directorate of Forestry of Turkey (Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs) and 

the International Forest Fire Education Centre (Antalya, Turkey) assessed 15,002 plots 

covering the Middle East region. The assessment involved 20 participants and took place in 

Antalya during the period (20-31 July 2015). FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia 

provided support.  

15. Preliminary results are already available and will be presented during this session. The final 

results with the full Drylands Assessment report will be presented and data shared by March 2016.  

16. The Commission may wish to:  

take note of:  

 the relevance of the Rome Promise as a process to enhance coordination and harmonization of 

monitoring efforts in the drylands context;  

 the importance of drylands assessment at global and regional levels as a source of timely and 

appropriate information to support sustainable management and restoration of dryland forests 

and range in the region;  

 

and encourage countries to :  

 support and participate in the Rome Promise implementation;  

 request FAO to organize capacity development actions on forest and range monitoring at 

regional and country levels; 

 request FAO to support national, regional and global efforts for regular assessments of forests 

and rangelands in drylands to  monitor progress towards relevant Targets of the 2030 Agenda 

on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

 

 

 


