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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

1. The delegates stressed the importance of incorporating into Global Forest Resources 

Assessment (FRA) reports statistics on secondary forests, degradation and landscape restoration. 

They also noted that forestry data should be linked with data on such aspects as population, 

health, food security and poverty, to improve the understanding of the general public and others. 

They therefore recommended that FAO develop a specific chapter on analysis of FRA statistics 

to include these aspects. (Para. 10) 

 

2. The delegates explained the problems their countries faced in securing strong perceptions 

of the deforestation issue and stressed the importance of sustainable forest management as a 

means for raising public awareness of efforts being made around the world to halt and reverse − 

rather than cause − deforestation. As they acknowledged FAO to be a neutral organization with 

credibility on statistical data, they recommended that FAO disseminate more widely the results 

of FRA and sustainable forest management, in conjunction with countries, in order to improve 

the sector’s perceptions. (Para. 12) 

 

3. The delegates of the Caribbean requested FAO support for standardizing methods of 

forest inventory, carbon measurement, and forest degradation and quality assessment, as well as 

for building capacity to develop management plans in small island states of the subregion. 

(Para. 15) 

 

4. The delegates recommended that FAO continue to work on pest management and forest 

health, criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management, and forests and the green 

economy, including economic, social and environmental aspects. (Para. 20) 

 

5. The delegates of the Caribbean recommended that FAO strengthen sustainable forest 

management in small islands as a means for promoting climate change adaptation and 

mitigation, reducing disaster risk, building sustainable livelihoods and conserving biodiversity. 

(Para. 21) 

 

6. The delegates discussed the intersectoral coordination required for landscape restoration 

and the division of responsibilities that complicates action and hampers such coordination in 

most countries. However, they added that it provides an opportunity to gain a more 

comprehensive view of restoration processes. In this connection, the delegates discussed the 

need to promote intersectoral and intercountry agreements on forest degradation- and landscape 

restoration-related concepts. The delegates requested FAO’s support for systematization and 

exchanges of experience and for standardization of the concepts mentioned. (Para. 33) 

 

7. The delegates pointed to the need to promote land-use planning as the basis for 

coordinated interagency planning and action for forest and landscape restoration. The delegates 

recommended that the possibility be studied, within the Latin American and Caribbean Forestry 

Commission (LACFC) framework, of establishing working groups or committees to address 

this issue on a regional basis. This could be promoted through online communication 

mechanisms. (Para. 34) 

 

8. The delegates stated that, owing to the migration of men, women and youth to urban 

centres, gender had become a pressing social and economic issue that needs be addressed, 

especially as a process of feminization of rural work is under way in some countries. They 

therefore recommended that FAO continue working on these issues. (Para. 40) 

 

9. The delegates said that, as most countries have mainstreaming policies to encourage 

women’s participation, they recommended that FAO systematize successful experiences in this 
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area, particularly those relating to the empowerment of women in business value chains. 

(Para. 41) 

 

10. The delegates were told that, while the profile of food and nutrition security had been 

raised in the Regional Strategic Programme for Forest Ecosystem Management of Central 

America and the Dominican Republic (PERFOR), no specific indicator had been provided for 

monitoring it. They therefore recommended that FAO promote the identification of at least one 

indicator that could be used to pinpoint the contribution of forests to national food and nutrition 

security. (Para. 50) 

 

11. The delegates of the Caribbean said that, as climate change adaptation is an existential 

issue for small island states, they will not accept less effort to limit the increase in the global 

average temperature to 1.5°C above the pre-industrial average. They therefore requested that 

FAO work to achieve this outcome, which will entail implementing programmes for building 

climate change resilience that would include the forest component. (Para. 59) 

 

12. On the subject of sustainable development, it was pointed out that planted forest provides 

ecosystem services and socio-economic benefits to local communities. The Commission 

therefore recommended that FAO start analysing the services provided by planted forest. 

(Para. 61) 

 

13. The Commission recommended that the Committee on Forestry (COFO) promote the 

debate on integrating the forest sector with other sectors that manage land use and various 

economic and productive activities, as part of a process of social inclusion for development 

without deforestation, and that COFO promote a higher profile for the contribution of forests to 

food security and to hunger and poverty eradication. In this connection, it recommended 

furthering discussions on forests and the green economy. (Para. 68) 

 

14. The Commission recommended that COFO continue the debate on climate change and 

forests, particularly on the issues of forest health, wildfires and intensification of natural 

disasters. To this end, it requested that work begin on preparing social, environmental and 

economic indicators to assess the impact of climate change on forests and forest management. It 

also requested that FAO develop toolkits for valuing forest ecosystem services. (Para. 69) 

 

15. The Commission recommended that COFO promote fair trade in legal forest products, 

facilitating acceptance of national systems for the certification and traceability of such products, 

without resorting to complex international certification systems that undermine the food security 

of local communities. (Para. 70) 

 

16. The Commission recommended that COFO continue the global dialogue on establishing a 

global forest fund to support countries in implementing international agreements on the issue. It 

also requested that synergies be sought between agreements and multilateral organizations 

working on environmental and forest issues. (Para. 71) 

 

17. The Commission recommended that COFO identify funding sources to ensure and 

broaden the participation of delegates from developing countries and small developing island 

states in meetings of the Commissions, Committee and other international fora for dialogue on 

forest issues. It also urged the Secretariat to promote face-to-face and online meetings during 

the intersessional period and to establish special working groups on priority technical issues. 

(Para. 72) 

 

18. The Commission recommended that the Regional Conference analyse the economic and 

externality-related contribution of forests, including crop-livestock-forestry systems, to food 

security, family farming and territorial development, sustainable use of natural resources, 

climate change adaptation and risk management. (Para. 73) 
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19. The Commission recommended that the Regional Conference promote the development 

of cross-sector agendas that link agriculture/livestock issues with forestry/environmental issues, 

taking a holistic approach. It also recommended that the Regional Conference facilitate the 

access of sustainably produced agricultural and livestock products to international markets. 

(Para. 74) 

 

20. The Commission recommended that FAO include in its programme of work: (Para. 75) 

 

 Developing methodologies for assessing the contribution of planted forest to the 

production of environmental goods and services for sustainable development and 

food security. 

 Implementing training processes for fire-fighting and fire management by local 

communities.  

 Resuming work on defining and revising concepts and expanding the glossary of 

forestry terms.  

 Continuing to build national and subregional capacity in the areas of forest health 

and invasive species control, as well as setting up cooperation mechanisms.  

 Continuing to implement programmes to help develop and improve the livelihoods 

of local communities, including the forest component. 

 Relationship between forests and the green economy. 

 Continuing to support the forest inventories being developed by countries, and the 

REDD+ (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation) mechanism. 

 Continuing with research into the issues of forest concessions and community 

business development as input for the formulation and reformulation of public 

policies.   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The Latin American and Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC) of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) held its 29th Session from 9 to 

13 November 2015 in Lima, Peru, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of 

Peru. The Session was attended by delegates from 20 member countries and representatives 

from 12 organizations, including United Nations agencies and international, intergovernmental 

and non-governmental organizations, attending as observers. The Agenda is provided in 

Appendix A, the List of Participants in Appendix B, the List of Documents submitted to the 

Comission in Appendix C, and the Workplans of the Subregional Groups of the Commission for 

the period 2016-2017, including recommendations to the Committee on Forestry (COFO), the 

Regional Conference and the FAO Programme of Work, in Appendix D. 

 

2. Mrs Fabiola Muñoz Dodero, Executive Director of Peru’s National Forest and Wildlife 

Service (SERFOR), began the opening session by welcoming the participants on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of Peru. Mr Eduardo Mansur, Director of the FAO Forest 

Assessment, Management and Conservation Division, welcomed the participants on behalf of 

Mrs Maria Helena M.Q. Semedo, FAO Deputy Director-General for Natural Resources and 

Officer in Charge of the FAO Forestry Department in Rome. Mr John Preissing, FAO 

Representative in Peru, then addressed the participants. Following this, Her Excellency 

Ambassador Lilian Ballón Sánchez de Amézaga, Director for Environment at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Peru, addressed the participants before formally opening the session. In the 

absence of Mr James Singh, Chair of the Commission, who had been unable to attend the event, 

Mr Aarón Cavieres Cancino, Executive Director of Chile’s National Forest Corporation 

(CONAF) and Vice-Chair of the Commission’s Southern Cone Subregional Group, concluded 

the opening session. 

 

3. Mrs Muñoz pointed to the importance of fora such as LACFC for discussing forestry 

matters in the region and affirmed Peru’s commitment to the issues of forests, food security and 

livelihoods. Mr Mansur thanked the Government of the Republic of Peru for its generous offer 

to host the Session and for the excellent organization of the event. She went on to discuss FAO 

events in connection with global agenda 2015, referring to recently released statistics from the 

FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA). Finally, he urged the Commission to provide 

recommendations to the FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean, to be 

held in February 2016, and to the FAO Committee on Forestry, to be held in July 2016. 

Mr Preissing discussed FAO’s five Strategic Objectives and the relationship between forests and 

each of the objectives. Ambassador Ballón Sánchez de Amézaga noted that Peru is rich in 

biodiversity and genetic resources associated with its indigenous peoples, adding that Peru is the 

country with the world’s second largest area of Amazon rainforest, the fourth largest forest area 

in Latin America and the ninth largest forest area in the world. She concluded her address by 

formally opening the Session. Mr Cancino presented his compliments to the delegates on behalf 

of Mr Singh before formally concluding the opening session. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 1) 

 

4. The Agenda was adopted without amendments.  

 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2) 

 

5. In accordance with Articles II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission 

elected a Chair, three Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur. The following members of the 

Commission were elected unanimously: 
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Chair:   Fabiola Muñoz Dodero (Peru), Amazon Subregional Group 

 

Vice-Chairs: Donna Lowe (Jamaica), Caribbean Subregional Group 

   Gilbert Canet (Costa Rica), Mesoamerican Subregional Group 

   Aarón Cavieres (Chile), Southern Cone Subregional Group 

 

Rapporteur: Liliana Corinaldesi (Argentina) 

 

6. Mr Jorge Meza, Senior Forestry Officer at the FAO Regional Office for Latin America 

and the Caribbean, acted as Secretary. 

 

 

FRA 2015 AND THE STATE OF THE FOREST SECTOR IN THE REGION (Item 3)  

 

7. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/2 entitled “FRA 2015 and 

the state of the forest sector in the Region”. 

 

8. The Secretariat reported on the results of FRA 2015 relating to 234 countries and 

territories, including 155 reporting countries. It described the new format published by the FRA, 

which summarizes key findings concerning the status and trends of the world’s forests and 

contains 120 variables.  

 

9. The Secretariat noted that 46 percent of the land area of Latin America and the 

Caribbean is forested, which corresponds to 23 percent of the world’s total forest area. The 

Secretariat reported that FRA results had shown a decrease in deforestation in the region from 

4.45 million hectares per year in 1990-2000 to 2.18 million hectares per year in 2010-2015. This 

slow-down stems mainly from reduced deforestation in Brazil. The Mesoamerican and Southern 

Cone subregions also show a reduction in the rate of annual forest loss, while the Caribbean 

subregion shows an increase in forest coverage. 

 

10. The delegates stressed the importance of incorporating into FRA reports statistics on 

secondary forests, degradation and landscape restoration. They also noted that forestry data 

should be linked with data on such aspects as population, health, food security and poverty, to 

improve the understanding of the general public and others. They therefore recommended that 

FAO develop a specific chapter on analysis of FRA statistics to include these aspects. 

 

11. The delegates stated that the use of better forest measurement methods and tools had 

provided FRA 2015 with more accurate information. They pointed out that, as countries are 

responsible for sending information, this improvement in the quality of information collected 

reflects the countries’ efforts to this end. 

 

12. The delegates explained the problems their countries faced in securing strong perceptions 

of the deforestation issue and stressed the importance of sustainable forest management as a 

means for raising public awareness of efforts being made around the world to halt and reverse − 

rather than cause − deforestation. As they acknowledged FAO to be a neutral organization with 

credibility on statistical data, they recommended that FAO disseminate more widely the results 

of FRA and sustainable forest management, in conjunction with countries, in order to improve 

the sector’s perceptions.  

 

13. The delegates expressed the need to improve perceptions by publicizing the role of 

planted forest, both from a production standpoint (improving the local and national economy 

and generating social development) and from an environmental standpoint (e.g. enabling more 

carbon sequestration and generating ecosystem services). The delegates said that the causes of 

deforestation had been confirmed as largely external to the forest sector.  
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14. The Commission acknowledged the importance of FAO’s historical data, which can be 

used to develop trends that show the forest sector’s efforts in reducing deforestation and 

increasing forest cover.  

 

15. The delegates of the Caribbean requested FAO support for standardizing methods of 

forest inventory, carbon measurement, and forest degradation and quality assessment, as well as 

for building capacity to develop management plans in small island states of the subregion. 

 

16. The Commission acknowledged that significant progress had been made in reducing 

deforestation owing to efforts to promote sustainable forest management and to the 

implementation of natural resource conservation policies in other sectors. It said that, as the rate 

of deforestation remains high despite this progress, it recommended that countries pursue these 

efforts to reduce it. 

 

 

FAO’S REPORT ON FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

AND REQUESTS OF THE 28TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 4) 

 

17. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/3 entitled “FAO’s report 

on follow-up activities to the recommendations and requests of the 28
th
 Session of the 

Commission”. 

 

18. The Commission was informed on the follow-up to the 28
th
 Session of the Commission 

and, in particular, actions arising from the recommendations and requests made at the meeting.  

 

19. The delegates recognized the work achieved by FAO over the intersessional period and 

said that it was important to continue promoting exchanges of experience and cooperation 

among countries. In addition, the delegate of Argentina highlighted the importance of bilateral 

cooperation and country-to-country assistance as a means for strengthening the sector in the 

region. In this connection, the delegates pointed to the benefit of establishing expert working 

groups on issues of importance to countries, which could also hold online meetings. 

 

20. The delegates recommended that FAO continue to work on pest management and forest 

health, criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management, and forests and the green 

economy, including economic, social and environmental aspects. 

 

21. The delegates of the Caribbean recommended that FAO strengthen sustainable forest 

management in small islands as a means for promoting climate change adaptation and 

mitigation, reducing disaster risk, building sustainable livelihoods and conserving biodiversity. 

 

22. The delegate of Brazil requested further information on the European Union (EU)-FAO 

Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Programme, to be assessed 

internally by his country before it considers providing support. With regard to the 

recommendation in paragraph 34 of the document, the delegate of Brazil said that, as further 

discussion is needed internally about developing new guidelines on the legal aspects of tenure, 

valuation of ecosystem services, land-use planning and responsible management of land for 

forest, agricultural and livestock use, Brazil is not in a position to follow the recommendation 

(paragraph 34 of document FO:LACFC/2015/3). With regard to the online Sustainable Forest 

Management (SFM) Toolbox, Brazil would like to have more information on the selection of 

content for the platform before using and disseminating it, and reiterated the suggestion to 

create a module on available resources for sustainable forest management. 

 

23. The delegate of Honduras said that the EU-FAO FLEGT process is important for the 

country’s forestry development, emphasizing that the biggest challenge is the implementation 

process and private-sector involvement. 
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GLOBAL ITEMS OF RELEVANCE TO THE REGION (Item 5) 

 

Global political processes: United Nations Forum on Forests, Sustainable Development 

Goals, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Item 5.1) 

 

24. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/4 entitled “Global 

political processes: United Nations Forum on Forests, Sustainable Development Goals, and the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change”. 

 

25. The Secretariat reported on: the outcomes of the Eleventh Session of the United Nations 

Forum on Forests with regard to the Ministerial Declaration and the Resolution on the 

International Arrangement on Forests beyond 2016; the arrangements and discussions of the 

twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (COP 21); and the importance of forests for implementing 

Sustainable Development Goals. The representative of the United Nations Forum on Forests 

made an address on the subject. 

 

26. The delegates felt that lack of a global forest fund could hinder the implementation of 

agreements on the matter, although it was pointed out that a global network does exist to 

promote project development and the identification of funding sources. In response, the delegate 

of Mexico said that his country is working to achieve zero deforestation by 2030, for which it is 

implementing the requisite public policy actions.  

 

27. The delegate of Brazil requested removal of the final paragraph in the document, from 

“including through, inter alia ...” until “climate change mitigation (i.e. REDD+) and adaptation” 

because the list of sectors is not exhaustive, in addition to which Brazil has particular difficulties 

with the concept of climate smart agriculture. The delegate of Brazil was of the opinion that 

agriculture and livestock should be addressed under the imperative of ensuring food security 

and adaptation of production systems to climate change impacts, in line with the ultimate 

objective of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 

Article 2 thereof. 

 

Outcome of the XIV World Forestry Congress (Item 5.2) 

 

28. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/5 entitled “Outcome of the 

XIV World Forestry Congress”. 

 

29. The Secretariat summarized the three outcome documents of the congress: Durban 

Declaration – 2050 vision for forests and forestry; Message from the XIV World Forestry 

Congress to the United Nations General Assembly Summit for the adoption of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development; and Message from the XIV World Forestry Congress on Climate 

Change to COP 21. 

 

30. The delegate of Brazil said that the outcome documents and considerations are important 

for the future work of both the Commission and FAO, adding that the documents have not been 

officially endorsed by countries because the World Forestry Congress is not an event for 

intergovernmental negotiations. The Secretariat replied that the outcome documents were only 

intended to contribute to the Commission’s discussions. 

 

Forest and landscape restoration (Item 5.3) 

 

31. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/6 entitled “Forest and 

landscape restoration”. 
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32. The Secretariat reported on opportunities for forest and landscape restoration worldwide 

and on the scope of the challenge and major global initiatives in this area. It also mentioned the 

main mechanisms developed by FAO for cooperation with countries, describing the related 

concepts and approaches. 

 

33. The delegates discussed the intersectoral coordination required for landscape restoration 

and the division of responsibilities that complicates action and hampers such coordination in 

most countries. However, they added that it provides an opportunity to gain a more 

comprehensive view of restoration processes. In this connection, the delegates discussed the 

need to promote intersectoral and inter-country agreements on forest degradation- and landscape 

restoration-related concepts. The delegates requested FAO’s support for systematization and 

exchanges of experience and for standardization of the concepts mentioned. 

 

34. The delegates pointed to the need to promote land-use planning as the basis for 

coordinated interagency planning and action for forest and landscape restoration. The delegates 

recommended that the possibility be studied, within the LACFC framework, of establishing 

working groups or committees to address this issue on a regional basis. This could be promoted 

through online communication mechanisms. 

 

35. The delegate of Uruguay stressed the importance of promoting research into such areas as 

sustainable forest management (native forest dynamics, forest genetics, etc.), and believed that 

restoration should be tackled from the productive, economic and ecological standpoints.  

 

36. The delegates emphasized that the restoration process could create income opportunities 

for the private sector and communities. The delegate of Colombia said that this mechanism 

could also help to settle disputes in the territories.  

 

37. The delegate of Brazil believed that, as no definition for the term "landscape approach" 

had been agreed in multilateral fora, use of this term should not pave the way for manipulation 

of the concept for trade protection purposes, or for legitimization of subsidies based on the 

"multi-functionality of agriculture". He stated that Brazil is not part of either the Bonn 

Challenge, the Global Partnership on Forest and Landscape Restoration, the International Model 

Forest Network or the Landscapes for People, Food and Nature initiative. 

 

Gender, youth and education for the promotion of sustainable forest development (Item 5.4) 

 

38. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/7 entitled “Gender, youth 

and education for the promotion of sustainable forest development”. 

 

39. The delegates reiterated the need to enhance information on the importance of forest 

resources and to expand education strategies and programmes to highlight their benefits. They 

added that this would help to create a society ever more mindful of the protection and proper 

use of natural resources. They said there is a pressing need to build social and human capital for 

this. 

 

40. The delegates stated that, owing to the migration of men, women and youth to urban 

centers, gender had become a pressing social and economic issue that needs be addressed, 

especially as a process of feminization of rural work is under way in some countries. They 

therefore recommended that FAO continue working on these issues.  

 

41. The delegates said that, as most countries have mainstreaming policies to encourage 

women’s participation, they recommended that FAO systematize successful experiences in this 

area, particularly those relating to the empowerment of women in business value chains.  
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42. The delegates of the Caribbean reported that, in some small island states, there is little 

forestry education and that young people have no opportunities for vocational forestry 

education, which has had an adverse impact on succession planning in the forestry sector. 

Furthermore, basic traditional knowledge is being lost owing to young people’s indifference, 

low wages and limited job opportunities in the sector. The delegate of Colombia reported that 

the mechanism of forgivable loans for higher education in agriculture and forestry encourages 

young people to remain in rural areas and to develop productive activities in these sectors. 

 

43. The delegates stressed the importance of diversifying the forestry production sector to 

promote the creation of alternative employment for young people and women in rural areas. 

 

 

IN-SESSION SEMINARS (Item 6) 

 

Food security and nutrition in Latin America and the Caribbean (Item 6.1) 

 

44. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/8 entitled “Food security 

and nutrition in Latin America and the Caribbean”.  

 

45. The Secretariat reported that the Latin American and Caribbean region had achieved 

two Millennium Development Goal targets relating to hunger and poverty and the World Food 

Summit target of halving the number of undernourished people. It added that forests had helped 

both directly and indirectly to achieve these targets. 

 

46. The national delegates made the following presentations: Ecuador on diversification of 

forest production and the contribution of planted forest to the national economy; Guatemala on 

incentives for planted forest and smallholder agroforestry systems; and Brazil on forest 

concessions. The Secretariat also made a presentation prepared by Guyana on community 

forestry and forest concessions to local communities.  

 

47. The delegates said that forests contribute to food and nutrition security, not only 

because they provide food but also because managing and harvesting them generates the income 

needed to buy food. They emphasized the importance of forests in providing livelihoods for 

people in rural areas.  

 

48. The delegate of Uruguay said that governments should ensure that forest-derived goods 

and services benefit the poorest rural populations, preventing the market from becoming the 

only way for redistributing income from forest harvesting. 

 

49. The delegate of Mexico noted that, while the poorest and most vulnerable people live in 

forested areas, fighting hunger among them goes beyond the forest sector alone. He said that 

forests make a major contribution to government efforts to reduce poverty and food insecurity. 

He added that it was important to emphasize the contribution of forests, not only in terms of 

food but also in improving people’s quality of life, which is why, as well as being considered a 

priority strategic sector, the forest sector should also be considered as a sector of national 

security. 

 

50. The delegates were told that, while the profile of food and nutrition security had been 

raised in the Regional Strategic Programme for Forest Ecosystem Management of Central 

America and the Dominican Republic (PERFOR), no specific indicator had been provided for 

monitoring it. They therefore recommended that FAO promote the identification of at least one 

indicator that could be used to pinpoint the contribution of forests to national food and nutrition 

security. 
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51. The delegates stated that appropriate funding is needed to contribute optimally to the 

hunger reduction effort via the forest component. In this regard, they acknowledged that states 

are investing in the forest sector as a viable way of fighting poverty and improving living 

standards.  

 

52. The delegates noted that, without proper management, the effort to link food production 

with forest management could lead to forest degradation as a result of the intensification of 

certain associated crops and of extractive activities. The delegate of Dominica warned that 

strategies need to be developed to mitigate this and also the effects of mining and other 

extractive activities, such as illicit crops.  

 

53. The delegate of Jamaica said that, to address the above issue, it is important to promote 

participatory development processes involving communities, for which local forest management 

committees are becoming an important initiative in Jamaica, providing valuable lessons for the 

region. He added that land-use planning needed to highlight the importance of forest resources 

in a landscape context. 

 

54. The delegates also discussed the risk of pressure from the use of forested areas to 

increase food production, which would lead to a loss of biodiversity in existing natural 

resources, as well as to the loss of forest-based water regime regulation and clean water 

production. This would diminish the capacity to produce such food, resulting in a negative 

outcome.  

 

55. The delegates went on to discuss forest concessions as a means for improving forest 

governance and protection, even over extensive areas. In this regard, they considered that, in 

accordance with conditions in individual countries, communities should be included in this type 

of harvesting. 

 

Sustainable development and rural innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean (Item 6.2) 

 

56. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/9 entitled “Sustainable 

development and rural innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean”.  

 

57. The Secretariat noted that rural poverty eradication, sustainable management of natural 

resources, and the social and economic transformation of rural areas needed for the rural 

economy’s sustainable development are challenges that require the participation and 

empowerment of the rural population, innovative solutions and the commitment of society as a 

whole. 

 

58. The delegates made the following presentations: Jamaica on local forest management 

committees as a consultation mechanism for participatory forest management; Costa Rica on the 

relationship between climate change and forest-based resilience building; Uruguay on 

experience of climate change and its impact on forest health; and Chile on innovation for 

wildfire management, prevention, control and monitoring. 

 

59. The delegates of the Caribbean said that, as climate change adaptation is an existential 

issue for small island states, they will not accept a reduction in effort to limit the increase in the 

global average temperature to 1.5 °C above the pre-industrial average. They therefore requested 

that FAO work to achieve this outcome, which will entail implementing programmes for 

building climate change resilience that would include the forest component. 

 

60. The delegates said that strengthening institutions with respect to climate change and 

sustainable forest development remains an important issue for the region. They added that the 

promotion of linkages between the forest sector and other sectors calls for comprehensive 

planning processes, in the form of development plans agreed at subnational government level. 
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61. On the subject of sustainable development, it was pointed out that planted forest 

provides ecosystem services and socio-economic benefits to local communities. The 

Commission therefore recommended that FAO start analysing the services provided by planted 

forest. 

 

62. The delegates from countries of the Southern Cone subregion attending the Session 

(Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay) requested that the Commission inform the Southern 

Cone Plant Health Committee (COSAVE) of the importance of effective implementation of the 

regional forest health strategy, regional action plan, technology platform for detection and early 

warning and intraregional cooperation mechanism for sharing knowledge and developing 

common solutions, as part of the subregional initiative to establish a forest health system in 

Southern Cone countries and Bolivia.  

 

63. The delegates highlighted the importance of continuing to share fire-management 

experience and expertise and of investing in wildfire prevention, in view of the high costs 

involved in controlling wildfires.  

 

64. The delegate of Brazil suggested that the final point for consideration in the 

Secretariat’s document should include financial support for small-scale producers with view to 

incentive ecosystem conservation, promote social inclusion, increase living standards, raise the 

incomes of people living in extreme poverty, and promote natural resource conservation in rural 

areas. She also suggested that one of the additional points for consideration in the document 

should be the importance of integrated fire management and its benefits for local communities, 

biodiversity conservation, greenhouse gas reduction and sustainable development generally. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION  

(Item 7) 

 

Formulation of work plans of the Subregional Groups of the Commission for the period 

2016-2017 (Item 7.1) 

 

65. The Subregional Groups of the Commission formulated their work plans for the period 

2016-2017. The proposals are included in Appendix D.  

 

66. The main issues identified by the delegates for their work plans were:  

 

 The role of forests in food security and poverty alleviation. 

 Responsible consumption of legal forest products and sustainably produced 

agricultural products.  

 Environmental services in integrated production systems.  

 Forest protection: wildfires, forest health and invasive species.  

 Forestry outreach, communication, education and training. 

 Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. 

 Forest resources assessment (inventory and monitoring). 

 Participation and governance. 

 Landscape restoration.  
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Formulation of regional priorities for the FAO forestry programme, to be considered by the 

Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the 34
th

 FAO Regional Conference for Latin America 

and the Caribbean (Item 7.2) 

 

67. The LACFC Secretariat presented document FO:LACFC/2015/10 entitled “Formulation 

of regional priorities for the FAO forestry programme, to be considered by the Committee on 

Forestry (COFO) and the 34
th
 FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean”.  

 

68. The Commission recommended that COFO promote the debate on integrating the forest 

sector with other sectors that manage land use and various economic and productive activities, 

as part of a process of social inclusion for development without deforestation, and that COFO 

promote a higher profile for the contribution of forests to food security and to hunger and 

poverty eradication. In this connection, it recommended furthering discussions on forests and 

the green economy. 

 

69. The Commission recommended that COFO continue the debate on climate change and 

forests, particularly on the issues of forest health, wildfires and intensification of natural 

disasters. To this end, it requested that work begin on preparing social, environmental and 

economic indicators to assess the impact of climate change on forests and forest management. It 

also requested that FAO develop toolkits for valuing forest ecosystem services.  

 

70. The Commission recommended that COFO promote fair trade in legal forest products, 

facilitating acceptance of national systems for the certification and traceability of such products, 

without resorting to complex international certification systems that undermine the food security 

of local communities. 

 

71. The Commission recommended that COFO continue the global dialogue on establishing a 

global forest fund to support countries in implementing international agreements on the issue. It 

also requested that synergies be sought between agreements and multilateral organizations 

working on environmental and forest issues.  

 

72. The Commission recommended that COFO identify funding sources to ensure and 

broaden the participation of delegates from developing countries and small developing island 

states in meetings of the Commissions, Committee and other international fora for dialogue on 

forest issues. It also urged the Secretariat to promote face-to-face and online meetings during 

the intersessional period and to establish special working groups on priority technical issues.  

 

73. The Commission recommended that the Regional Conference analyse the economic and 

externality-related contribution of forests, including crop-livestock-forestry systems, to food 

security, family farming and territorial development, sustainable use of natural resources, 

climate change adaptation and risk management.  

 

74. The Commission recommended that the Regional Conference promote the development 

of cross-sector agendas that link agriculture/livestock issues with forestry/environmental issues, 

taking a holistic approach. It also recommended that the Regional Conference facilitate the 

access of sustainably produced agricultural and livestock products to international markets.  

 

75. The Commission recommended that FAO include in its programme of work:  

 

 Developing methodologies for assessing the contribution of planted forest to the 

production of environmental goods and services for sustainable development and 

food security. 

 Implementing training processes for fire-fighting and fire management by local 

communities.  
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 Resuming work on defining and revising concepts and expanding the glossary of 

forestry terms.  

 Continuing to build national and subregional capacity in the areas of forest health 

and invasive species control, as well as setting up cooperation mechanisms.  

 Continuing to implement programmes to help develop and improve the livelihoods 

of local communities, including the forest component. 

 Relationship between forests and the green economy. 

 Continuing to support the forest inventories being developed by countries, and the 

REDD+ (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation) 

mechanism. 

 Continuing with research into the issues of forest concessions and community 

business development as input for the formulation and reformulation of public 

policies. 

 

 

INFORMATION ON REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL FORESTRY MEETINGS 

(Item 8) 

76. The Commission was informed of the following: 

 

 National seminar on sustainable forest management, to be held on 1, 2 and 3 December 

2015 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 

 Events to be held at the Peru Pavilion in Paris on 2 and 3 December 2015, as part of the 

twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (COP 21), on the subjects of Peru's national pact for 

legal timber and of agroforestry systems and nationally appropriate mitigation actions 

(NAMAs). 

 COP 21 side event on forest landscape restoration, to be held by Costa Rica in Paris on 

5 December 2015. 

 

77. Regional workshop on legal timber trade, customs, plant health and the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), to be held by the 

Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Centre (CATIE) in coordination with 

other organizations, in March 2016 in Turrialba, Costa Rica. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Item 9) 

 

78. The Secretariat informed FAO and requested its comments regarding the concept note 

on preparing voluntary guidelines for the development and implementation of the biosecurity 

plan for natural and planted forests, which proposes activities to build countries’ planning and 

response capacity to prevent the spread of pests. It also reported on the availability of a platform 

to facilitate consultation of forest policy and programme documents at FAO, which links 

together three FAO databases: that of the FAO Forestry Department; that of the Food and 

Agriculture Policy Decision Analysis (FAPDA) programme; and the FAOLEX database of 

national legislation on food, agriculture and renewable natural resources.  

 

79. The delegate of Ecuador read a statement addressed to LACFC from the International 

Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR), describing the contribution of bamboo to seven of 

the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and urged Commission members to take part 

in the Global Assessment of Bamboo and Rattan for Green Development (GABAR). 
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80. The delegate of Saint Lucia requested the support of LACFC members in promoting the 

position of the Caribbean countries for the forthcoming COP 21, as described in paragraph 59 of 

this report. 

 

81. The delegate of Peru and Chair of LACFC expressed her interest in acknowledging, 

within the framework of the forthcoming COP 21, FAO’s extensive work on forest issues in the 

region, in cooperation with countries.  

 

82. The Secretariat reported that the Bahamas had told FAO that, in the near future, it would 

be concluding the necessary formalities to become an official member of LACFC. 

 

 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 10) 

 

83. The Secretariat reported on the procedure for deciding the venue of the next session of the 

Commission. The delegate of Colombia expressed his country’s interest in hosting the next 

session of LACFC. The delegate of Costa Rica, on behalf of the delegate of Honduras, also 

expressed the interest of Honduras in hosting the forthcoming LACFC session. The delegate of 

Guatemala said that the Forest Technical Group of the Central American Commission on 

Environment and Development (CCAD), which comprises eight Central American countries 

and the Dominican Republic, had decided to support the nomination of Honduras. The delegate 

of Mexico said that his country also supported the nomination of Honduras.  

 

84. The Commission provisionally agreed that the next session of LACFC should be held 

from 6 to 10 November 2017. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSING OF THE SESSION (Item 11)  

 

85. After reviewing and making appropriate adjustments to the draft report presented by the 

Rapporteur, the Commission adopted the report unanimously. 

 

86. The Session was closed by Mrs Jazmine Casafranca on behalf of FAO, and by 

Mrs Fabiola Muñoz on behalf of the Republic of Peru. 
 

 

  



 12   FO:LACFC/2015/REP/REP 

 

APPENDIX A 

AGENDA 

 

Items  

1. Opening of the Session and adoption of the Agenda. 

2. Election of Officers. 

3. FRA 2015 and the State of the Forest Sector in the Region.   

4. FAO’s report on follow-up activities to the recommendations and requests of the 28
th
 Session of 

the Commission.  

5. Global items of relevance for the Region: 

5.1 Global political processes: United Nations Forum of Forests, Sustainable Development 

Goals, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

5.2 Outcome of the XIV World Forestry Congress.  

5.3 Forest and landscape restoration. 

5.4 Gender, youth and education for the promotion of sustainable forest development.   

6. In-session Seminars: 

6.1 Food and nutrition security in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 Diversification of forest production and contribution to the national economy: the 

case of ecosystem services.  

 Incentives for forest plantations (protection, production and energetics) and 

agroforestry systems for small land owners. 

 Forest concessions and other practices for the multifunctional use of forests for 

local people.  

6.2 Sustainable Development and Rural Innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 Governance for sustainable forest management. 

 Climate change and strengthening of resilience through forests.  

 Wildland fires, fire management, prevention, monitoring and control.   

7. Activities of the Subregional Groups of the Commission: 

7.1 Formulation of workplans of the Subregional Groups of the Commission for the period     

2016-2017. 

7.2 Formulation of regional priorities for the FAO forestry programme, to be considered by 

the Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the 34
th
 FAO Regional Conference for Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

8. Information on regional and subregional forestry meetings. 

9. Other business.  

10. Date and place of the next Session of the Commission. 

11. Adoption of the Report and closing of the Session. 
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San Isidro, Lima 

Tel: (511) 4215835 

Email: lima@aider.com.pe 

 

Dennis Del Castillo 

Director 

Programa de Bosques y Servicios 

Ambientales 

Instituto de Investigaciones de la 

Amazonía Peruana (IIAP) 

Av. Abelardo Quiñonez km 2.5  

Iquitos 

Tel: (51-65) 9 65685042 

Email: ddelcastillo@iiap.org.pe 

 

Jessica Moscoso 

Directora Ejecutiva 

Centro de Innovación Tecnológica de la 

Madera (CITE-MADERA) 

Calle Solidaridad Cd. 3 s/n 

Parque Industrial, Villa El Salvador 

Lima 

Tel: (511) 2880931 

Email: jmoscoso@itp.gob.pe 

 

Verónica Gálmez 

Coordinadora de Políticas 

Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation 

Av. Ricardo Palma 857, Miraflores 

Lima 

Tel: (511) 4440493 

Email: veronica.galmez@helvetas.org 

 

Torsten Boettcher 

Experto en Negocios Forestales 

Banco Agropecuario 

Av. República de Panamá 3629, San 

Isidro 

Tel: (511) 615000 

Email: tboettcher@agrobanco.com.pe 

 

mailto:mgaray@serfor.gob.pe
mailto:mcuray@serfor.gob.pe
mailto:cynami@minam.gob.pe
mailto:rnavarro@osinfor.gob.pe
mailto:lballon@rree.gob.pe
mailto:ecalvo@rree.gob.pe
mailto:oroca@rree.gob.pe
mailto:lima@aider.com.pe
mailto:ddelcastillo@iiap.org.pe
mailto:jmoscoso@itp.gob.pe
mailto:veronica.galmez@helvetas.org
mailto:tboettcher@agrobanco.com.pe


FO:LACFC/2015/REP  17  

 

SAINT LUCIA 

 

Adams Toussaint 

Chief Forest Officer 

Department of Forest and Lands 

Resources 

Gabriel Charles Forestry Complex, 

Union 

Castries, W.I. 

Tel: (758) 468 5635 (office); 518 8678 

(mobile) 

Fax: (758) 450 2287  

Email: adams.toussaint@govt.lc 

 chatannye@gmail.com 

 

 

SAINT VINCENT AND THE 

GRENADINES  

  

Fitzgerald Providence 

Director of Forestry 

Forestry Department 

Forestry Headquarters 

Campden Park 

Kingstown 

Tel: (784) 457-8502 / 457-8594 

Email: fitzpro@yahoo.com 
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Tel: (787) 764-7743 
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Director General Forestal 
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Fax: (598) 2915 1900-219  

Email: psoust@mgap.gub.uy  
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Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) 

 

Bárbara Tavora-Jainchill                                       

Forest Affairs Officer 

2 UN Plaza DC 2-2314 

New York, NY 10017, USA 

Tel: (1-971) 3673 265 

Fax: (1-971) 3673 186 

Email: tavora-jainchill@un.org  

 

 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

 

Isabel Palacios 

Officer in Charge, Representation for Peru and Ecuador/  
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Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 715-1800 

Email: isabel.palacios@unodc.org  
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ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Andean Development Corporation (CAF)              

                             
Eleonora Silva 

Directora 

Representante de CAF en Perú 

Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina 

Canaval y Moreira 380 

San Isidro,  

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 710 8511 

 Email: esilva@caf.com 

 

Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Centre (CATIE) 

 

Fernando Carrera 

Gerente RIABM 

CATIE 7170 

Turrialba, COSTA RICA 

Tel: (506) 5582619 

Email: fcarrera@catie.ac.cr 

 

Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 

 

Manuel Guariguata 

Principal Scientistl 

a/c Centro Internacional de la Papa (CIP) 

Av. La Molina 1895, La Molina 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 349 6017 

Email: m.guariguata@cgiar.org  
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Anne Larson 

Investigadora Principal 

Av. La Molina 1895, La Molina 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 349 6017 

Email: a.larson@cgiar.org 

 

International Association of Agriculture and Related Sciences Students (IAAS) 

 

Geena Renee Tesdall                                              

Biologist, IAAS Control Committee 

2604 Kellogg Avenue, Ames 

Iowa 50010, USA 

Tel: (51) 994405477 

Email: controlcommittee@iaasworld.org 

  

World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 

 

Jonathan Cornelius 

Coordinador Regional 

Av. La Molina 1895 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 349 6017 

Email: j.cornelius@cgiar.org 

 

Marta Suber 

Especialista en Carbono 

Av. La Molina 1895, La Molina 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 349 6017 

Email: m.suber@cgiar.org 

 

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 

 

María Febres Huaman 

Representante (e) de la Oficina en Perú 

Av. La Molina 1581 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (51-1) 349 2273 

Fax: (51-1) 348 7880 

Email: maria.febres@iica.int  

 

KfW Bankengruppe (Grupo Bancario KfW) 

 

Mónica Ribadeneira 

Especialista Senior 

Av. Prolongación Arenales 801, Miraflores,  

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 2222233 

Email: monica.ribadeneira@kfw.de 
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Office National des Forets - ONF 

 

Manuel López 

Director 

Av. Javier Prado Oeste 2378, San Isidro 

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 2181049 

Email: mlopez@onfandina.com 
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Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

 

Javier Arce 

Asesor Técnico Superior 

Cooperación Alemana al Desarrollo 

Av. Los Incas 172, Piso 6, El Olivar,  

San Isidro,  

Lima, PERU 

Tel: (511) 4412500 

Email: Javier.arce@giz.de 
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Asesor Principal  

Cooperación Alemana al Desarrollo 

Av. Los Incas 172, Piso 6, El Olivar, San Isidro 
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Gunter Simon 
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO) 

 

Eduardo Mansur 
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Management and Conservation Division  
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Tel: (39-06) 570-55978 

Fax: (39-06) 570-55137 

Email: Eduardo.Mansur@fao.org  

 

John Francis Preissing  

FAO Representative 

FAO Representation in Peru 

Manuel Almenara 328 
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Lima 18, PERU 

Tel: (511)  2415189 

Email: john.preissing@fao.org 

 

Jorge Meza 

Senior Forestry Officer and Secretary of 

LACFC  

Regional Office for Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

Casilla 10095 

Santiago, CHILE 

Tel: (56-2) 2923-2181 

Fax: (56-2) 2923-2136 

Email: Jorge.Meza@fao.org 

 

Hivy Ortiz 

Forestry Officer 

Regional Office for Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

Casilla 10095 

Santiago, CHILE 

Tel: (56-2) 2923-2137 

Fax: (56-2) 2923-2136 

Email: Hivy.OrtizChour@fao.org  

 

 

 

César Sabogal    
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Forestry Department 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 

00100 Rome, ITALY 

Tel: (3906) 570-54774 

Email: Cesar.Sabogal@fao.org  

 

Pieter van Lierop 

Forestry Officer, Forest Assessment 

Management and Conservation Division 

Vía delle Terme di Caracalla 

00100 Rome, ITALY 

Tel: (39-06) 570-54392 

Fax: (39-06) 570-55137 

Email: Pieter.vanlierop@fao.org  

 

Claus M. Eckelmann 
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Sub-Regional Office for the Caribbean 

UN House, Marine Garden 
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Tel: (1-246) 426-7111 

Fax: (1-246) 427-6075 

Email: Claus.Eckelmann@fao.org 
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Subregional Office for Mesoamerica 
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APPENDIX C 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 

   Agenda Item Code  Title 

 

 1 FO:LACFC/2015/1 Provisional Agenda 

 3 FO:LACFC/2015/2 FRA 2015 and the State of the Forest Sector 

in the Region 

 4 FO:LACFC/2015/3 FAO’s report on follow-up activities to the 

recommendations and requests of the 28
th
 

Session of the Commission 

5.1 FO:LACFC/2015/4 Global political processes: United Nations 

Forum of Forests, Sustainable Development 

Goals, and the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

 5.2 FO:LACFC/2015/5 Outcome of the XIV World Forestry Congress 

 5.3 FO:LACFC/2015/6 Forest and landscape restoration  

 5.4 FO:LACFC/2015/7 Gender, youth and education for the promotion 

of sustainable forest development 

6.1 FO:LACFC/2015/8 Food and nutrition security in Latin America 

and the Caribbean 

 6.2 FO:LACFC/2015/9 Sustainable development and rural innovation 

in Latin America and the Caribbean 

7.2 FO:LACFC/2015/10 Formulation of regional priorities for the FAO 

forestry programme, to be considered by the 

Comittee on Forestry (COFO), and the 34
th
 

FAO Regional Conference for Latin America 

and the Caribbean  

 

Information documents: 

 FO:LACFC/2015/Inf.1 Information Note for the Participants 

 FO:LACFC/2015/Inf.2 Provisional Timetable 

 FO:LACFC/2015/Inf.3 List of Documents  
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APPENDIX D 

WORK PLANS OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION            

FOR THE PERIOD 2016-2017 
 

SOUTHERN CONE SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 

Programme of work for the biennium 

Issue Anticipated outcome Lead country 

Forest health Application of outputs delivered by the project for a regional forest health 
system in Southern Cone countries and Bolivia: 

i) regional forest health strategy; 

ii) regional action plan; 

iii) technology platform for detection and early warning; 

iv) intraregional cooperation mechanism for sharing knowledge and 

developing common solutions 

Uruguay 

Wildfires Protocol for mutual support among countries in the subregion to share 
assistance and supplies for controlling wildfires. 
Harmonized fire control protocol. 
Harmonized protocol for setting up early warning systems against potential 
cross-border fires. 

Chile 

Outreach and 
education 

Promoting a subregional discussion, with a communication objective, to 
integrate the various views on planted forest and its positive and negative 
aspects. 

Chile 

REDD+ Sharing progress among countries in the region on REDD+ and exchanges  Paraguay 
 

RFC recommendations for the attention of COFO (issues to be considered for inclusion in the Agenda) 

Priority issues for COFO’s 

consideration 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for COFO 

and FAO 

Reference to 

other RFC 

recommendation 

Social, environmental and 

economic indicators to assess 

the impact of climate change 

on forests and forest 

management 

Decision to start work on 

preparing and reaching global 

agreement on these indicators 

Establishment of a 

working group with 

country delegates  

 

Traceability of legal forest 

products under sustainable 

forest management 

Global discussion Preparation of a side 

event at COFO 

 

Developing specific data on 

the link between forests and 

other sectors that generate 

positive impacts on various 

sectors  

Discussion Case studies  

RFC recommendations for the attention of the Regional Conference 

Priority issues for consideration by the 

Regional Conference 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for FAO 

Analysis of the economic and externality-

related contribution of forests to the three 

priority issues of the Regional Conference, 

taking into account subregional and 

national circumstances 

Information/study Preparation of the 

aforementioned study for 

policy discussion by the 

ministers at Conference 

level 
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RFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry related to the Agenda of the current session 

Area/action for FAO Programme of 
Work 

Priority (high, 
medium, low or 

de-emphasis) 

Type (new or 
continued) 

Level of action 
(subregional/ 

regional/global) 

Strategic 
Objective 

Continuing to develop the online 

course on wildfires (FAO–Chilean 

National Forest Corporation 

(CONAF)) 

High Continued Regional 5 

Promoting online and face-to-face 

meetings of LACFC members during 

the intersessional period 

High Continued Subregional 2 

Resuming work on defining and 

revising concepts and expanding the 

glossary of forestry terms 

High Continued Global 2 

Supporting upgrading of the platform 

for exchanging information and 

experience on forest health and 

implementation of the cooperation 

mechanism (training among country 

experts) 

High Continued Subregional 2 

 
 
AMAZON SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 

Programme of work for the biennium 

Issue Anticipated outcome Lead 
country 

Based on the Commission document addressing sustainable-production and food-security issues as the 
framework of discussion for this working group 

Food production without 
illegal deforestation:  
reducing illegal 
deforestation should not 
mean reducing food 
production; agriculture 
should not expand at the 
expense of forests; there is 
no desire to buy products 
from illegally deforested 
areas. 

Outcome: Influencing public policies to promote sustainable 
agricultural production with no adverse impact on forests.  
 
To achieve this outcome, it is necessary to:  

 Document experiences of sustainable food production that 
does not encourage illegal deforestation; identify incentives 
and disincentives to sustainable production of agricultural and 
wood products and lessons learned. 

 Analyse markets for alternative products, including agricultural 
products (coffee, cocoa, soybean, palm); assess the impact of 
an economically viable and socially inclusive form of 
sustainable production. 

Peru 

Responsible and 
competitive local and 
international markets: 
responsible and 
competitive 
local/international markets 
for sustainably produced 
products (legal timber, 
agricultural products, 
seeds, fruits, resins). 
 
Informal production 
(timber, fuelwood market) 

Outcome: Spreading the responsible consumption message: values, 
critical consciousness. 
 
To achieve this outcome, it is necessary to:  

 Implement clear and simple traceability mechanisms for 

sustainably produced forest and non-forest products. 

 Promote competitive markets in these sustainably produced 

agricultural and wood products and diversification of 

production. 

 Facilitate legal production and more effective entry into the 

formal system through incentives that facilitate this process. 

Ecuador 
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Environmental services in 
integrated production 
systems 

Outcome: Documenting and creating opportunities for dialogue to 
promote production systems that integrate sustainable practices 
guaranteeing the provision of environmental services.  

Creating opportunities for coordination between ministries of 

agriculture/production/tourism/(intersectoral) and environment and 

for the private sector to incorporate ecosystem services into 

sustainable production efforts. Less punitive and more proactive. Role 

of the state, role of private enterprise. 

 

Colombia 

RFC recommendations for the attention of COFO (issues to be considered for inclusion in the Agenda) 

Priority issues for COFO’s 

consideration 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/ 

decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for COFO 

and FAO 

Reference to other 

RFC 

recommendation 

Fair trade in crop, livestock, 

fishery and forestry products, 

and ensuring that products are 

legally sourced (certification and 

costs, national certification) 

Influencing regional 

discussions on para-tariff 

barriers and their impact on 

the food security of Latin 

American and Caribbean 

countries. Overpriced 

certificates that impact on 

producing countries. 

Highlighting this 

issue and its impact 

on food security 

(natural/planted 

forest and wood and 

non-wood forest 

products) 

 

Para-tariff barriers impacting on 

the food security of food 

producing countries and on 

markets governed by WTO rules 

Highlight the real contribution of 

forests to food security and to 

hunger and poverty eradication. 

Increased forest investment 

could generate income in 

communities that will have a 

positive impact on hunger 

eradication, poverty alleviation 

and the purchase of other 

services, such as health and 

education.  

 

Many people engage in illegal 

deforestation to ensure their 

food security 

Generating production and 

value added that provides 

producers with formal 

access to health services 

and education. SOCIAL 

INCLUSION. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spreading information 

highlighting these links. 

Production of data 

and information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening 

communication and 

spreading of the 

message. 

Resuming the work 

of the Summit on 

food security and 

forests and 

monitor FAO’s 

work on the issue 

Forests contribute to dietary 

diversification, increasing 

nutrition security 

Relationship between 

forests and nutritional 

health  

Production of data 

and information 

production 

 

Strengthening 

communication and 

spreading of the 

message 
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RFC recommendations for the attention of the Regional Conference 

Priority issues for consideration by the 

Regional Conference 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/ 

decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for FAO 

Market for agricultural products produced 

sustainably and not at the expense of forests 

(soybean, cocoa, coffee, meat) 

 

Promoting markets for 

sustainably produced 

agricultural products 

 

 

Synergy between forests and agriculture: 

valuation of forests with food and nutritional 

security, highlighting environmental services 

associated with agricultural production, water, 

soil and pollinators, apart from providing 

income from harvesting forest products 

Forests/plantations for social 

inclusion  

 

Contribution of forests/plantations/trees to 

food security 

RFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry related to the agenda of the current session 

Area/action for FAO Programme of 

Work 

Priority (high, 

medium, low 

or de-

emphasis) 

Type (new or 

continued) 

Level of action 

(subregional/ 

regional/global) 

Strategic 

Objective 

Contribution of planted forest to 

sustainable development and food 

security  

High New Global 1 and 2 

Integrated fire management to 

prevent wildfires: biodiversity, 

benefit to local communities 

High Continued Regional/ 

global 

2 and 5 

Climate finance for forest issues 

(Green Fund, multilateral banks, 

agencies); stakeholder mapping to 

improve transparency 

High New Regional 2 and 5 

 
 

MESOAMERICAN SUBREGIONAL GROUP 

Programme of work for the biennium 

Issue Activities/anticipated outcome Lead country 

Forest protection 
(fire management 
and forest health) 

 Regional forest health strategy developed (consulting (United States Forest 

Service), workshops (FAO)), focal points appointed by each country.  

 Countries have fire management action plans, as part of the regional fire 

management strategy. 

 Regional training courses, fire management (Mexico). 

 

Forest inventory 
and monitoring 

  By 2017, all countries have a national forest inventory. 

 Online courses via the REDD/CCAD-GIZ centre of excellence (Mexico). 

 Consolidation of the regional database on forest resources (REDD/CCAD-

GIZ, a little uncertain right now; a further phase being negotiated until 

2019). 

 Countries generate data from indicators identified in the Regional Strategic 

Programme for Forest Ecosystem Management (PERFOR). 

 

Governance  Improving and integrating systems that ensure legal forestry in the region.  

 Activities related with Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 

(FLEGT). 

 Workshop on illegal trade and traceability systems (FAO-FLEGT/EFI), 
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participation of various stakeholders (forestry, CITES, customs, etc.), => 

generate road map, next steps, etc. 

Restoration  Countries have national strategies for forest landscape restoration. 

 Mesoamerican workshop to discuss progress with national restoration 

strategies. 

  

 

RFC recommendations for the attention of COFO (issues to be considered for inclusion in the Agenda) 

Priority issues for COFO’s 

consideration 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/decision) 

Possible follow-

up activities for 

COFO and FAO 

Reference to 

other RFC 

recommendation 

Landscape restoration Discussion on how to integrate 

the forest sector with other 

sectors present in the landscape 

that manage land use  

  

Impact of climate change on 

forests (drought, pests, fire) 

Discussion of the issue   

Global forest fund and links 

with international agreements 

on forests 

Discussion of the issue   

Illegal trade in forest products Discussion of the issue 

 

  

RFC recommendations for the attention of the Regional Conference 

Priority issues for consideration by the Regional 

Conference 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/ 

decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for FAO 

Promoting institutional efforts to develop cross-

sector agendas that link agriculture/livestock issues 

with forestry/environmental issues, taking a holistic 

territorial approach. (PERFOR can serve as an 

example of a subregional agenda, endorsed by both 

the Central American Commission on Environment 

and Development (CCAD) and Codex Alimentarius 

Commission (CAC)). 

The Conference recommends 

that FAO support countries on 

this issue 

 

Increase the visibility of the forest sector in the 

context of rural development agendas and food 

security  

 

The Conference recommends 

that countries take into 

account the forest sector in 

rural development agendas, 

with FAO support via country 

plans 

 

 

RFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry related to the agenda of the current session 

Area/action for FAO 

Programme of Work 

Priority (high, 

medium, low or 

de-emphasis) 

Type (new or 

continued) 

Level of action 

(subregional/ 

regional/global) 

Strategic 

Objective 

Defining indicators to assess 

the forest sector’s contribution 

to food security 

High New Global 1 

Support for implementing 

PERFOR in the subregion 

High Continued Subregional All 
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CARIBBEAN SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 

Working programme for the biennium 

Issue Anticipated outcome Lead country 

Prepare the 
Caribbean 
Subregion to 
become  
REDD ready as a 
regional 
initiative 

A Caribbean Strategy to enable the Caribbean countries to participate in 
benefit from REDD initiatives. The following intermediate results are 
agreed upon: 

 Each country will compile past forest inventories information, 

including a list of established permanent sample plots.  

 Design a concept paper of national requirements for forest 

inventories. 

 In cooperation with the International Institute of Tropical Forestry 

(IITF) prepare a draft regional concept paper for a regional 

methodology for a forest inventory sufficient to enter the REDD 

programme. 

JAMAICA 

Capacity- 
building for 
improved forest 
management 

1. Each country will conduct a capacity needs assessment identifying: 

 The medium-term requirement for professional and technical staff. 

 In-service training needs for staff currently on board. 
 
2. A regional strategy to address forestry related training needs in the 
Caribbean taking into consideration available training opportunities (IITF 
and Forestry Schools in Trinidad and Guyana) 
 

INDIVIDUAL 
countries. Saint 
Lucia will collate 
regional needs. 

FC recommendations for the attention of COFO (issues to be considered for inclusion in the Agenda) 

Priority issues for 

COFO to consider 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/ 

decision) 

Possible follow up activities 

for COFO and FAO 

Reference to other 

RFC 

recommendation 

Define sustainable 

forest management 

(SFM) in the context 

of green economy 

Policy statement on SFM for 

the green economy 

Documentation of case 

studies or good examples of 

ways in which SFM led to the 

development of green 

economy (FAO). 

 

Development of best practices 

for the inclusion of SFM 

towards the development of 

green economies. 

 

Identify synergies 

between SFM and 

the various 

multilateral 

environmental 

bodies/agreements 

Consolidate reporting for 

international conventions, 

effective and efficient use of 

resources, improved synergies 

Collaborative partnership on 

Forestry 

 (COFO). 

FAO should communicate this 

through CPF. 

 

Support valuation of 

forest-based 

ecosystems 

Standard methodology 

developed for forest resource 

valuation 

Development of practical 

guidelines to support the 

valuation of forest services 
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RFC recommendations for the attention of the Regional Conference (forum for Agri. People) 

Priority issues for the RC to 

consider 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/discussion/decision) 

Possible follow up activities for 

FAO) 

The Caribbean Subgroup 

recommends promoting the 

inclusion of trees in family 

farming systems to facilitate 

income generation, soil 

conservation and safe 

guarding of water resources; 

and mitigation of extreme 

climate conditions in rural 

and urban areas. 

Increased: 

 Food security 

 Safe water supplies 

 Soil conservation 

 Climate amelioration 

 Income opportunities 

Revive support for agroforestry 

in the region 

RFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry related to the agenda of the current session 

Area/action for FAO 

Programme of Work 

Priority (high, medium, 

low or de-emphasis) 

Type (new or 

continued) 

Level of action 

(subregional/regional/

global) 

Strategic 

Objective 

Support the 

development of forest-

based livelihoods 

(inclusive of non-timber 

products) through 

community based 

initiatives. (see examples 

from Dominica and 

St Vincent) 

 

High Continued Subregional 2 

Support monitoring and 

evaluation of alien 

invasive species  

High Continued Subregional 5 
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CONSOLIDATED WORK PLAN 

RFC recommendations for the attention of COFO (issues to be considered for inclusion in the Agenda) 

Priority issues for COFO’s 

consideration 

Anticipated outcome 

(information/ 

discussion/ 

decision) 

Possible follow-up activities for 

COFO and FAO 

Reference to 

other 

recommendation 

Integration of the forest 

sector with other land 

management sectors, as part 

of a social inclusion process 

Discussion Promote discussion on forests 

and the green economy 

 

Highlight the contribution of 

forests to food security and to 

hunger and poverty 

eradication 

Discussion/ 

information 

Case study  

Climate change and forests, 

associated with the issues of 

forest health, wildfires and 

intensification of natural 

disasters 

Discussion Development of toolkits for 

valuing forest ecosystem 

services 

 

Global forest fund to support 

countries in implementing 

international agreements on 

the issue 

Discussion/ 

decision 

Promote synergies between 

agreements and multilateral 

organizations working on 

environmental and forest 

issues.  

Identify funding sources for the 

participation of delegates from 

developing countries and small 

island states in the Caribbean. 

 

RFC recommendations for the attention of the Regional Conference 

Priority issues for consideration by the Regional Conference Anticipated outcome 

(information/ 

discussion/decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for FAO 

Economic and externality-related contribution of forests, 

including crop-livestock-forestry systems, to food security, 

family farming and territorial development, sustainable use 

of natural resources, climate change adaptation and risk 

management 

Discussion/ 

information 

Prepare specific 

analyses based on 

Regional Conference 

instructions 

Cross-sector agendas that link agriculture/livestock issues 

with forestry/environmental issues, taking a holistic approach 

Discussion  

Access to international markets for sustainably produced 

agricultural and livestock products that encourage 

conservation and sustainable forest management 

Discussion/ 

information 

 

RFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry related to the agenda of the current session 

Area/action for FAO Programme of Work Priority Type (new or 

continued) 

Level of 

action 

Strategic 

Objective 

Methodologies for assessing the contribution 

of planted forest to the production of 

environmental goods and services for 

sustainable development and food security 

 

High Continued Global 2 

Training in fire-fighting and management by 

local communities 

High Continued Regional 5 
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Defining and revising concepts and expanding 

the glossary of forestry terms 

High Continued Global All 

Building national and subregional capacity in 

the areas of forest health and invasive species 

control, as well as setting up cooperation 

mechanisms 

High Continued Subregional 5 

Programmes to help develop and improve the 

livelihoods of local communities, including the 

forest component 

High Continued Subregional 2 

 

 

 


