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REPORT ON PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING PREVIOUS 

DECISIONS  

 

1. The 27th Session of the North American Forest Commission made several recommendation for 

enhancing the work of the Organization. A brief account of actions taken on these recommendations 

are presented in Annex 1. 

2. A great deal of work has been delivered on several key recommendations of the Committee on 

Forestry's 22nd session. Results of work on three key areas, the Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) 

Toolbox, the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and 

Development of  Forest Genetic Resources , and the Voluntary Guidelines on National Forest 

Monitoring are presented in Annexes 2, 3 and 4, respectively. 

3. The Commission is invited to consider these reports and give further guidance, in particular in 

response to the points for consideration contained in Annexes 2 and 3. 
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ANNEX I 

Actions taken in response to the recommendations of the 27th Session of  

the North American Forest Commission 

Item Actions taken 

41. FAO to strengthen and 

expand collaboration between 

the Committees on Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries, to 

exploit the comparative 

advantages of the institution and 

increase mainstream actions. 

A joint meeting of the bureau of COAG, COFI and COFO was 

held in June 2015 to consider options for future collaboration. It 

was agreed to work on recommendations for possible common 

topics addresses by all three commission, and to the extent 

possible, by the Commission of Commodity Problems (CCP). It 

was further suggested that the SDGs could be considered as a 

possible priority area in this regard. 

 

More recently a recommendation was presented to all technical 

committees to consider:  

a) the follow up to the outcome of the 2nd International 

Conference on Nutrition, and  

b) Sustainable Agriculture and the SDGs: Addressing the 

challenge in agriculture, forestry and fisheries with the aim of 

having coordinated sectorial discussions among FAO technical 

committees to foster a more integrated approach to sustainability 

in agriculture, forestry and fisheries as countries get prepared  to 

implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In 

addition, discussions have started with the COAG secretariat to 

explore options for a possible presentation of SOFO2016 which 

will deal with “Forests and agriculture – land use challenges and 

opportunities”, a topic mutually relevant for the two committees. 

 

Based on the recommendation of COFO, regular coordination 

meetings are held by the secretaries of the technical committees 

to inform each other about relevant developments and apply, to 

the extent possible, coordinated approaches to emerging issues. 

42. FAO to maintain and 

strengthen its activities in the 

framework of the CPF, the 

UNFF and other relevant 

international initiatives and 

stimulate cooperation among 

international organizations 

related to forestry.  

FAO has collaborated with CPF partners to provide input to the 

review of the international arrangement on forests (IAF) and the 

Partnership provided also a concept paper for its future options. 

FAO and CPF participated actively at the discussions during 

UNFF11 and after the session started working on implementing 

the recommendations for strengthening CPF. CPF has met 

during the World Forestry Congress and agreed on holding 

working meetings on the sidelines of UNFCCC COP21 and 

AHEG1 to elaborate on key elements of paragraph 22 of the 

UNFF resolution for the future CPF. 

 

FAO also worked with the regional forestry commissions to 

provide a coordinated regional input to the review and the follow 

up work of UNFF11. It has been recommended that RFCs could 

be considered as instrumental in strengthening the regional 

dimension of the IAF and could provide platforms for regional 

discussions of UNFF topics. 

 

Similarly, FAO has maintained its active participation in major 

international events, including the COPs of UNCCD and 
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UNFCCC, ITTO, International Wildland Fire Conferences and 

others. 

 

42. FAO to work through the 

regional offices and the regional 

forestry commissions to 

promote closer work with their 

member countries in order to 

promote cooperation among 

them. 

In the new planning framework for the Programme of Work and 

Budget (PWB) for 2016-17, a major role was given to country 

representatives and regional offices to identify activities to be 

performed by the Organization. In the same way, Regional 

Forestry Commissions were invited to strengthen their 

contribution to the planning process and go beyond simply 

identifying action to perform and set also priorities and identify 

areas of de-emphasis as appropriate. 

 

69. FAO to provide technical 

support to update the National 

Report on the State of Forest 

Genetic Resources [of Mexico] 

No specific action taken. According to the Multi-Year Work 

Plan of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture (CGRFA), the second State of the World’s Forest 

Genetic Resources report is scheduled to be released in 2022. 

Mexico and other countries will be invited to submit their 

updated national reports by 2020/2021. As part of this second 

reporting process, FAO will provide technical support to the 

countries, as requested. 

78. Integrate a regional report 

on forest resources for North 

America as part of the Global 

Forest Resources Assessment 

(FRA).  

It was recommended that Regional forestry Commissions will 

receive a report on a regional FRA to be developed by the 

regional offices, based on a data set provided by the FRA team. 

For NAFC, it was agreed that such a report will be prepared by 

the Working Group of Forest Monitoring and a 

publication/scientific article will be prepared for wider 

distribution. FAO provides a moderate financial contribution to 

the production costs of these materials. 

84. FAO to provide guidance on 

the procedure for developing a 

NAFC publication. 

FAO has recently revised its communication policy and strategy 

and corresponding guidelines for logo use, publications and 

brochures. FAO has provided NAFC with guidance relating to 

logo use, and has proposed to provide more specific guidance on 

publishing procedures for the next session of the Commission in 

January 2016. 

115. FAO to consider inclusion 

of forest for environmental 

education to the list [in the SFM 

Toolbox]. 

The SFM toolbox team has continued with the preparation of 

additional 10 modules as well as tools and cases to the existing 

modules (22).   

 

118. FAO to highlight areas 

where there is a need for more 

information [for the Toolbox].  

  

A module specifically focusing on forests for environmental 

education has not been prepared. However, a related module on 

Forestry response to natural and human conflict disasters can be 

considered an important contribution. 

119. FAO to make those outside 

of the forest community aware 

of this tool [the SFM Toolbox] 

and highlighted that the 

upcoming IUFRO Congress 

could serve as a platform to 

further disseminate knowledge 

of the tool. 

 

The SFM Toolbox was presented in a side event at the last WFC 

in Durban and participants had the opportunity to do some 

testing during the week. Dissemination material about the 

Toolbox was made available at the IUFRO World Congress in 

Salta Lake City as well as in several regional and national 

meetings and through various networks.   
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124. FAO to create and 

maintain collaborative spaces, 

such as workshops and 

seminars, to promote the 

exchange of experiences on the 

challenges, results and 

information needs related to 

national inventories and the 

development of methodologies 

and tools [in the context of the 

NFMA Guidelines] 

FAO actively followed up on this mandate and with the 

participation of NAFC countries contributed to several 

workshops in the NAFC and LAC regions: 

 11th Regional Workshop on Forest Monitoring GEO 

GFOI Accuracy Assessment of Activity Data. (22-23 

September 2014, Bogotá, Colombia). 

 Workshop “Minding the gap: Scaling biomass allometric 

equations for National Forest Inventories in South and 

Central America”. (January 2015, CATIE. Turrialba, 

Costa Rica).  

 Sharing experiences on emission factors on forest 

monitoring workshop. (29-30 May 2014, San Salvador, 

El Salvador).  

 Sharing experiences on Reference level and emission 

factors on forest monitoring workshop. (14-15 August 

2014, México DF). 

FAO launched the Open Foris initiative (platform to support 

member countries with open source solutions for data collection 

and analysis) at the IUFRO  World Congress, Salt Lake City, 

USA, 2014. 

During the World Forestry Congress in 2015 in Durban, South 

Africa, four sessions and nine side events were held in 

Subtheme:  Monitoring forest for better decision-making. 

Online consultations were held on the first draft of the Section 

III of the FAO voluntary guidelines on national forest 

monitoring. FSN Forum:  

www.fao.org/fsnforum/forum/discussions/forestry. Opened from 

1-31 October 2015. 

FAO also organized an experts and potential user’s workshop of 

the Voluntary Guidelines on National Forest Monitoring. (9-10 

November 2015, Rome, Italy). 

Additional information about the voluntary guidelines on 

national forest monitoring development can be found at Annex 4 

142. FAO to further promote the 

dialogue and exchange among 

countries to share experiences 

and lessons learned in the field 

of forest governance. 

A guide on assessing forest governance was developed and 

launched at COFO in 2014. The guide, developed by a 

consortium of partners led by FAO and PROFOR, should enable 

countries to undertake practical and cost-effective measurement 

approaches. The approaches can be relatively easily customized 

to specific country contexts and practitioners needs to their 

application and use on a wide scale. A range of countries and 

initiatives were using the guide in different context. A side event 

on “Better information for better forest governance– the role and 

potential of forest governance assessment and monitoring” was 

held at the World Forestry Congress in 2015 to enable sharing 

lessons and experiences on forest governance issues. The guide 

can be downloaded at: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3918e.pdf%20  

144. FAO to engage the World 

Bank on supporting the 

implementation of the VGGT 

On 15 October 2015, FAO hosted an expert workshop on the 

alignment of the WB Land Governance Assessment Framework 

(LGAF) and the VGGT informed assessment tools. The meeting 

brought together members of the Global Donor Working Group 

on Land (GDWGL), Land Policy Initiative (LPI) of the African 

Union, the WB. The workshop provided the opportunity to share 

concrete experiences from LGAF as well as other tenure 

http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/forum/discussions/forestry
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3918e.pdf
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governance assessment tools supporting VGGT implementation 

at the country level. The workshop also sought to identify the 

gaps in issues/areas of land and resource tenure assessments, 

including LGAF, triggers for in-depth studies and monitoring 

regarding the VGGT, and how to address them. 

 

163. FAO to continue to 

highlight the importance of 

forests under different goals 

FAO has embedded across all five objectives of its new strategic 

framework the contribution of forests. The initial contributions 

identified in 2014–15 will be further elaborated during the work 

planning for the PWB 2016–17, including through stronger 

integration into the organization's major areas of work under the 

strategic objectives and regional initiatives. 
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ANNEX II 

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT TOOLBOX 

A. Background 

The Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) Toolbox was developed in response to the request of the 

Committee on Forestry.  

The aim of this note is to summarize the key issues in the further development of the SFM Toolbox. 

B. What it is 

The SFM Toolbox is a comprehensive technical package of knowledge tools, good practices, and 

examples of their application to facilitate the implementation of SFM under varied contexts. Its target 

audience is primarily (public and private) forest and land managers, and those who support them 

including extension services, civil-society organizations and non-governmental organizations as well 

as private sector associations.  

The Toolbox has the following objectives: (i) increase capacities to effectively implement SFM by 

providing practical knowledge, tools and experiences at local and landscape levels; (ii) support forest 

managers and other stakeholders in progressing towards SFM with a more comprehensive approach; 

(iii) connect the different areas of FAO expertise related to SFM to facilitate its integration in a 

landscape approach to natural resources management; and (iv) identify and address knowledge and 

tool gaps, as well as possible incoherencies and conflicts. 

The Toolbox is a user-friendly, interactive web-based platform, responsive to user’s interests and 

needs. It includes: 

 modules on SFM thematic areas, comprising (i) an overview of basic knowledge; (ii) more in-

depth information; (iii) links to related tools; and (iv) links to SFM cases/examples and further 

references;  

 a database of SFM tools and cases/examples that have been collated and arranged in an easy-

to-access format; and 

 a discussion forum.  

The Toolbox uses knowledge references, tools and cases produced by FAO, Collaborative Partnership 

on Forests (CPF) members, other partners and member countries. The scope of the Toolbox is global 

(for all types of forests) however it will be an evolving set that will also include regional and national 

resources.  

The development of the SFM Toolbox aligns with FAO’s mandate and role as a knowledge 

organization. FAO, in collaboration with its many partners, creates, compiles and shares critical 

information about SFM, and facilitates a dialogue between those who possess the knowledge and 

those who need it, aiming at “turning knowledge into action”. The Toolbox is included in the 

Organization’s Strategic Objective 2, outcome 1 under Products & Services 5 Knowledge 

management: Participatory assessment, development, and promotion of mechanisms for collating, 

managing and sharing knowledge on sustainable production and natural resources management 

practices. 

The SFM Toolbox website has been designed with the intention of allowing best interaction with 

users. It is available at http://www.fao.org/sustainable-forest-management/toolbox/ .  

  

http://www.fao.org/sustainable-forest-management/toolbox/
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C. Current status and main issues 

The SFM Toolbox is a work in progress so its further development between July 2014 and August 

2015 continued with the preparation of 15 additional modules, the addition of tools and cases to the 

existing modules (it currently contains 620 tools and 524 cases) and the improvement of the web-

platform (e.g., usability, simplified registration system, revision of module filters, video translation, 

etc.).  

The testing of the website is ongoing (in early 2015, a heuristic evaluation focusing on the user 

experience and information architecture of the Toolbox; and during the XIV WFC a user interface 

testing with a broad spectrum of participants) and the results will contribute to the improvement of the 

accessibility and usability of the site (e.g. retrieving and utilizing tools, modules and cases on specific 

forest management issues) and to users’ understanding of what it offers.  

The SFM Toolbox continues to be disseminated and promoted through (demo) presentations in 

international and national meetings, flyers (in EN, FR and SP), links with other online websites/tools 

and communications in various networks (e.g. TECA, NWFP, FRA, inFO news…). Since its launch in 

June 2014 there have been 14,500 users and over 55,000 page views. 

The SFM Toolbox is being increasingly promoted as a key reference of FAO’s work on several 

thematic areas as well as a learning source for project design and implementation. 

D. Points for consideration 

The Committee may wish to invite countries to promote the use of the SFM Toolbox to support 

planning and implementation of SFM-related programs/initiatives, for institutional strengthening, 

capacity development and others; and to provide further feedback to the Toolbox, including new tools 

and SFM cases. 

The Committee may wish to recommend FAO to continue support the development and dissemination 

of the TB. 
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ANNEX III 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE 

CONSERVATION, SUSTAINABLE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF FOREST 

GENETIC RESOURCES 

A. Introduction 

In 2007, the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) requested FAO to 

prepare The State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources (SoW-FGR)1 and established, in 2009, an 

Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Forest Genetic Resources (ITWG-FGR) to guide the 

preparation of this report. In 2011, the CGRFA also requested FAO to prepare a synthesis paper on 

priority areas for action based on the information gathered for the SoW-FGR and the ITWG-FGR to 

review it. In April 2013, the CGRFA agreed the identified priority areas as the Global Plan of Action 

for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources (GPA-FGR)2 and 

in June 2013, the FAO Conference adopted the document3. 

The GPA-FGR identifies four priority areas for action: 1) Improving the availability of, and access to, 

information regarding FGR, 2) Conservation of FGR (in situ and ex situ), 3) Sustainable use, 

development and management of FGR, and 4) Policies, institutions and capacity building. Under these 

areas, the GPA-FGR includes a total of 27 strategic priorities for action at the national, regional and 

international levels. The relative priority of each strategic priority and associated actions may differ 

significantly in different countries and regions. The GPA-FGR is a voluntary and non-binding 

document that can be updated by the CGRFA. The implementation of the GPA-FGR will strengthen 

sustainable management of forests and contribute towards the post-2015 development agenda and the 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  

Activities on FGR are an integral part of the FAO’s work in forestry and they are regularly reported to 

the Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the Regional Forestry Commissions. At its 22nd Session in 

June 2014, COFO welcomed the SoW-FGR and the GPA-FGR, and acknowledged the importance of 

FAO’s work in this area. The COFO recommended FAO to support the implementation of the  

GPA-FGR, finalize the draft strategy for the implementation of the GPA-FGR for review by the 

CGRFA, encourage continued cooperation in addressing the global priorities of the GPA-FGR, and 

support countries as appropriate to address the strategic priorities of the GPA-FGR. This document 

presents information on follow-up to the GPA-FGR since the 22nd Session of COFO. 

B. Follow-up to the Global Plan of Action 

At its 3rd Session in July 2014, the ITWG-FGR considered the draft implementation strategy for the 

GPA-FGR and made several recommendations4. The ITWG-FGR recommended that FAO encourage 

its Members to develop national plans of action for the conservation, sustainable use and development 

of FGR. It also stressed the need to create linkages between these national plans and the National 

Forest Programmes, the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and other relevant planning 

processes.  

At its 15th Session in January 2015, the CGRFA further considered the draft implementation strategy 

for the GPA-FGR and adopted the implementation strategy5. It includes seven areas of action: 1) 

Advocacy and international awareness on FGR, 2) Development and support of relevant global and 

                                                      

1 SoW-FGR. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3825e.pdf. 
2 GPA-FGR. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3849e.pdf.  
3 C 2013/REP, paragraph 77. http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/028/mh093e.pdf. 
4 CGRFA/WG-FGR-3/14/Report, paragraphs 13-15. http://www.fao.org/3/a-ml401e.pdf.  
5 CGRFA-15/15/Report, Appendix E. http://www.fao.org/3/a-mm660e.pdf . 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3825e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3849e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/028/mh093e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-ml401e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mm660e.pdf
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regional networks, 3) Supporting countries in the development of national and regional strategies for 

the implementation of the GPA-FGR, 4)Supporting countries in securing adequate and sustainable 

funding for the implementation of the GPA-FGR, 5) Development of international technical standards 

for FGR and support to implement them, 6) Funding strategy for the implementation of the GPA-FGR, 

and 7) Monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the GPA-FGR and the status and trends of 

FGR. The CGRFA stressed that the strategy is fundamental for achieving the goals of the GPA-FGR 

and called for the implementation of the strategy in coordination with the COFO and relevant 

international organizations. 

FAO has continued cooperation with relevant partners, such as Biodiversity International and the 

World Agroforestry Centre, in addressing the global priorities of the GPA-FGR. This cooperation was 

crucial for the preparation of the SoW-FGR and related thematic studies, and it will be also crucial for 

the implementation of the GPA-FGR at the international level. In December 2014, the results of the 

earlier collaboration were published in a special issue of Forest Ecology and Management6. The global 

reviews on various issues related to FGR provide valuable information for the implementation of the 

GPA-FGR in addition to the SoW-FGR.  FAO is also strengthening its collaboration on FGR with the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and other relevant members of the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), as well as various international and regional 

organizations. 

Regional coordination is necessary for effective implementation of regional and national priorities of 

the GPA-FGR as the distribution ranges of forest trees and their genetic resources typically extend 

beyond individual countries. Regional networks on FGR play a crucial role for this purpose by proving 

a platform for countries to share experiences, exchange information and develop collaborative actions. 

In September 2014, the Asia Pacific Association of Forestry Research Institutes (APAFRI) and 

Bioversity International organized, with technical inputs from FAO, a regional workshop in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia for the national coordinators of the Asia Pacific Forest Genetic Resources 

Programme (APFORGEN). The workshop prepared a strategy for regional collaboration to implement 

the GPA-FGR. In October 2014, Bioversity organized a similar workshop in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 

Bolivia in collaboration with the Latin America Forest Genetic Resources Network (LAFORGEN), 

and with financial and technical support from Spain. FAO and its partners are planning to organize 

similar planning workshops in other regions, subject to the availability of financial resources. In 

Europe, FAO will continue its long-lasting collaboration with the European Forest Genetic Resources 

Programme (EUFORGEN) which has already agreed to contribute to the implementation of the GPA-

FGR during its Phase V (2015-2019). 

FAO has also contributed to the work of regional networks dedicated to combat invasive species 

affecting FGR. These networks aim to facilitate sharing of information and mobilizing resources, 

raising awareness and bringing together experts, institutions and other stakeholders concerned with 

forest invasive species. In November 2014, FAO organized, in collaboration with the Forest Service of 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, a regional seminar in 

Beijing, China for the national focal points of the Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network 

(APFISN). FAO and its partners intend to rejuvenate the Forest Invasive Species Network for Africa 

(FISNA), the Near East Network on Forest Health and Invasive Species (NENFHIS) and Red de 

Países del Cono Sur sobre Especies Exoticas Invasoras a Ecosistemas Forestales which includes the 

South Cone countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay) and Bolivia. Furthermore, 

FAO organized a regional seminar in Budapest, Hungary in June 2015 for European and Central Asian 

countries to promote the implementation of the phytosanitary standards in forestry. As a follow-up to 

this meeting, FAO is planning, in collaboration with its partners, to establish a network on forest 

                                                      

6 Global Forest Genetic Resources : Taking Stock (special issue of Forest Ecology and Management) (open 

access). http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03781127/333. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03781127/333
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invasive species for Europe and Central Asia. In addition, FAO and its partners are considering 

initiating a similar network in the Central American and Caribbean region. 

Biodiversity International organized, with technical inputs from FAO, a side event on the GPA-FGR 

during the IUFRO World Congress, held in Salt Lake City, USA in October 2014. In May 2015, the 

Brazilian Agricultural Research Institute for Forests (EMBRAPA Florestas) and FAO organized an 

International Symposium on Forest Biotechnology for Smallholders in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil. FAO 

will continue, together with its partners, contributing to this type of events to facilitate sharing of 

information and raising awareness on the conservation, sustainable use and development of FGR, 

subject to the availability of financial resources.  

FAO is continuing to explore the interest of different donors to support countries in implementing the 

GPA-FGR. In collaboration with selected countries and partner organizations, FAO has developed and 

submitted project proposals to donors and is now waiting for their response. Countries can also seek 

financial support for relevant projects through the decentralized FAO Technical Cooperation 

Programme (TCP).  

C. Points for consideration 

The Regional Forestry Commissions may wish to: 

 Recommend that countries take action, as appropriate, to implement the Global Plan of Action 

for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources; 

 Recommend that countries support, as appropriate, the regional networks on FGR and forest 

invasive species, and contribute to the activities of these networks to strengthen regional 

collaboration in these areas.  

The Regional Forestry Commissions may wish to recommend FAO to: 

 Continue supporting the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, 

Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources. 
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ANNEX IV 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON NATIONAL 

FOREST MONITORING 

A. Background 

During the 21st session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO 21), member countries recommended 

that FAO continue to support countries strengthen national forest information systems and requested 

FAO to “work in close collaboration with member countries and relevant organizations to prepare a 

set of voluntary guidelines on national forest monitoring, which takes into account the requirements 

for REDD+ reporting and is in line with the principles and goals of the Forest Instrument”7. 

The preparation process started just after the request from COFO 21, with the route map and the 

definition of the structure of the document.  A two phase approach was defined to divide the process, 

Phase I comprised the development of section I and II with the definition of national forest 

monitoring, the scope and the principles; Phase II comprising of a compilation of good practices and 

technical recommendations on national forest monitoring. 

COFO 22 endorsement of section I and II prepared in Phase I was an important step and milestone in 

the preparation process and highly related with the final version of the document. These two first 

sections provide background, the definition of forest monitoring and the principles for a national forest 

monitoring system which are the key elements guiding the technical recommendations and further 

development of the document. 

As defined in the first sections of the voluntary guidelines, national forest monitoring is viewed as a 

comprehensive process that includes the collection, analysis and dissemination of forest-related data 

and the derivation of information and knowledge at regular intervals to allow monitoring of changes 

over time, and which focuses on national level data and information on forests and trees outside 

forests, their condition, values and uses. The timely, relevant and reliable information obtained 

supports forest-related decision making at the national and sub-national levels.  

Fourteen principles were introduced in these sections: country ownership and responsibility; legal 

basis; national forest monitoring needs a landscape view; national forest monitoring should be 

institutionalized; research infrastructure and capacity building should be taken in consideration; it 

needs to be a participatory discussion process among national stakeholders on the scope and objectives 

of forest monitoring; the national forest monitoring must satisfy national level information needs; 

there should be integration of and consistency with existing information sources; a flexible approach 

in order to integrate emerging issues and allow for periodic revisions; a national forest monitoring 

should follow a multi-purpose approach; the feasibility including cost-efficiency should be taken in 

consideration; it should include a well-defined data and information sharing policy; has credibility 

through transparency and quality; and promote collaboration at international level. 

This note provides an overview of the process up today and the next steps to finalize the document. 

B. Progress to date and next steps 

The development and dissemination of the voluntary guidelines on national forest monitoring was 

included in FAO’s new strategic framework and the programme of work for the present biennium 

under Strategic Objective 2: Increased and improved provision of goods and services from agriculture, 

forestry and fisheries in a sustainable manner, output 2.4.2: methodologies, norms, standards, 

                                                      

7 FAO (Food And Agriculture Organization of The United Nations). 2012. Report on the Committee on Forestry, Twenty-First Session: COFO 2012/REP paragraf 

50, page 7. Rome, Italy. Available at: http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/026/me988e.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/026/me988e.pdf
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definitions and other tools for the collection, management, aggregation and analysis of data are 

formulated and disseminated. 

The first two sections were endorsed by the COFO 22 during the last session. For the preparation of 

these two sections, inputs from FAO member countries and relevant organizations were included, 

based on discussions, feedback and exchanges during the last six Regional Forestry Commissions 

(2013-2014), the FRA regional meetings and different technical meetings held during 2013 and 2014, 

and inputs from several member countries during COFO 22. 

The section III is currently being finalized by FAO in collaboration with international experts. The 

section is based on a thorough literature review as well as on inputs provided in international 

workshops and technical meetings, which have taken place in 2014 and 2015.  Valuable contribution 

and advice has been received also from many institutional stakeholders.  

During the first three weeks of October 2015, an online consultation on the final section will be open 

for a wider number of experts for a drafting process allowing them to contribute and share opinions 

which will be taken into consideration during the final stage of preparation of the document. This 

process will allow broader awareness raising and buy in on the voluntary guidelines by national 

stakeholders. The online consultation and the draft version of the document will be available at 

http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/forum/discussions/forestry.  

As a final step of the preparation of the document, a face-to-face meeting will be organized by the 

beginning of 2016 to gather feedback from international experts and potential users of the voluntary 

guidelines. 

http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/forum/discussions/forestry

