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I. Introduction 

1. Globally, there is a lack of awareness and understanding about forests and the benefits  they 

bring. Governments need to recognize and strengthen the multiple ways in which forests contribute to 

national economies by integrating forestry with other land uses such as agriculture, and by committing 

to the continued, sustainable use of the world’s forests as a vital element for rural development. 

Misconceptions about forests continue to be a stumbling block, and better communication is needed at 

all levels on how forestry works, what sustainable management can do for forests, and the benefits that 

well-managed forests can provide. The importance of forest communication received unprecedented 

attention at the XIV World Forestry Congress, and the need to invest in forest communication was 

recognized in the Congress outcome document, the Durban Declaration “2050 vision for forests and 

forestry”. 

II. Regional Forest Communicators Networks 

2. Since 2011 FAO has promoted the creation of Regional Forest Communicators Networks to 

address the pressing need to improve understanding of topical forestry issues and promote sustainable 

forest management.  The ultimate objective of the networks is to support countries to undertake 

capacity building on forest communication as an important instrument to implement national forest 

programmes and policies, and to strengthen sustainable forest management in policy and practice. Five 

Regional Forest Communicators Networks have been created:  

 The Asia-Pacific Forest Communicators Network 

 The Mediterranean and the Near East Forest Communicators Network 
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 The Francophone Africa Forest Communicators Network 

 The Anglophone Africa Forest Communicators Network 

 The Latin America and the Caribbean Forest Communicators Network 

3. The networks build on, and complement, the successful UNECE/FAO European Forest 

Communicators’ Network (FCN), which has been operating for 20 years to share knowledge and 

information, prepare training and development modules, coordinate pan-European activities and 

provide assistance to forestry bodies of FAO, UNECE and the EU. 

4. Currently, the regional networks comprise over 300 enthusiastic professionals from both 

government and private organizations in the forest sector, who come together to share information, 

best practice, contacts and experience, and to discuss how best to coordinate messages and 

communication initiatives on a regional level. The networks have developed their own websites, social 

media channels and member databases to share information and knowledge. In recent years the 

networks have been instrumental in raising awareness and disseminating information, messages and 

multimedia products across the globe about key events on the forestry calendar such as the 

International Day of Forests, International Mountain Day and the XIV World Forestry Congress. 

III. Global Coordination Group 

5. In response to the request of the 22nd Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) to 

provide coordination at the global and regional level for forest communication, a Global Coordination 

Group was established. The Global Coordination Group comprises professionals who represent their 

network at the invitation of FAO, and act in a personal capacity. The group consolidates and 

strengthens the regional networks and provides a mechanism for mutual support, identifies 

opportunities to raise awareness on forest issues, and promotes the importance of communication to 

policy makers, stakeholders and decision makers. The Global Coordination Group has an important 

role in coordinating network support for global events, in particular the International Day of Forests. 

IV. FAO’s role 

6. While the networks function autonomously, FAO, following the recommendations of COFO, 

facilitates capacity-building workshops at intervals of one and two years for each network on different 

elements of communications. Recent topics have included developing effective communication 

strategies and social media tools. In addition, FAO has also developed a Forest Communicators 

Toolkit, which makes available to countries a wealth of resources and advocacy material on issues of 

central importance to the forest sector. The toolkit includes information on forestry projects and topics, 

videos with documentary footage and expert interviews, photographic material, interviews and, with 

specific sections dedicated to Biodiversity, Cities, Desertification, Climate Change, Energy, Food 

Security, Mountains, Sustainable Forests and Watersheds. 

7. FAO was tasked by COFO in June 2014 to continue its work in supporting the development of 

and strengthening the capacity in forest communications at the sub-regional level through 

communities of practice i.e. opportunities for collective learning, information-sharing, mutual 

coaching and self-development. The regional networks have meanwhile asked FAO to support them 

further with capacity building and communication-related training in order to ensure that they can 

sustain their efforts to raise the profile of forests on a regional and local level.  

V. Networks and Regional Forestry Commissions 

8. The effectiveness of the Regional Forest Communicators Networks has been recognized both 

by COFO and by the Regional Forestry Commissions. The Asia-Pacific Forest Communicators 

Network, established following a recommendation by the 24th session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry 

Commission (APFC) held in China in 2011, will be taking an active role in the 26th Session of the 

Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission and Third Asia-Pacific Forestry Week in February 2016, 
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organizing a communications workshop, a student debate on the International Day of Forests, and an 

initiative to promote gender and communication. The APFC session will also host the 2016 Global 

Coordination Group Meeting. The Mediterranean and the Near East Forest Communicators Network 

were similarly invited to make several presentations on the importance of forest communication in the 

region at the 22nd session of the Near East Forestry and Range Commission in December 2015, and 

also have an active role in creating the communications strategy for Mediterranean Forest Week 

(Barcelona 2015 and, upcoming, Morocco 2017). The UNECE/FAO European Forest 

Communicators’ Network (FCN) has been involved in creating the communication strategy for 3rd 

European Forest Week, in addition to providing support for the International Day of Forests and 

European Union forest communication strategy. 

VI. North America: the final link in a global circuit of forestry information  

9. With the creation of a North America Forest Communicators Network, the global coverage of 

forestry by regional communicators networks would be complete. As is the case with the other five 

networks, a North America Forest Communicators Network could play a vital role in sharing 

information and best practices across the region, by reinforcing collaboration on communications 

issues between forest agencies as well as region-wide messaging.  

10. By sharing information and best practices with the other five regional networks and becoming 

an active member of the global coordination group, the North America Forest Communicators 

Network could also help develop and reinforce global messages on the sustainable management of the 

world’s forests. Developing countries in other regional forest communicators’ networks are eager to 

learn about successful best practices and experiences. This was evidenced most recently by the 

enthusiasm with which the audience responded to the United States Forest Service’s communication 

session at the XIV World Forestry Congress, where the secrets behind the Smokey Bear campaign 

were shared. 

10.bis NAFC has a long history of delivering a great body of work through working groups which 

provide a low cost-high benefit opportunity for addressing issues of high importance for members. 

Forest communication appears to be such an issue where the region has remarkable experiences and 

achievements which could be further enhanced through coordination and could also be made available 

for other regions through the established collaboration platform of the regional forest communicators 

networks. 

11. If agreed by NAFC, the creation of a North America Forest Communicators Network would 

preferably entail an initial workshop for forest communication professionals to formally establish the 

network and to agree on an action plan and regional priorities. As is the case with other regional 

networks, the network may decide to create a dedicated website or social media group to facilitate 

discussion and communication among members. Workshops would subsequently take place every one 

or two years to strengthen active participation in the network and to enable face-to-face exchange of 

good practices and communication tools. The North America Forest Communicators Network may 

follow the low-cost European model, under which countries take turns to host workshops and 

participants self-fund their participation. A nominated member of the North America Forest 

Communicators Network would represent the network as part of the Global Coordination Group, at 

the invitation of FAO and in a personal capacity.  

VII. Points for consideration 

12. The Commission is invited to exchange views and perspectives on the need for improved 

communication on forest-related issues, including: identify needs, challenges and priorities for forest 

communication in the region; and consider the role that a North American Forest Communicators 

Network could play in advising, guiding and collaborating with existing networks to strengthen global 

forestry messaging. 
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13. The Commission may wish to consider: 

 the potential benefits of establishing a North American Forest Communicators Network, in 

order to complete the global network of regional forest communicators;  

 ways in which the NAFC region could play a more active role in supporting the efforts of 

countries in other regions, in order to promote capacity building on forest communication; and 

 ways to increase collaboration on forest communication with other regions in order to 

harmonize inputs to global strategies. 

 

 


