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FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR 
AFRICA 

Twenty-ninth Session 

 Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 4-8 April 2016 

Statement by the President of the Twenty-eighth Session of the 
FAO Regional Conference for Africa  

Your Excellency, Mr. Alassane Ouattara, President of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, 

Your Excellency, Mr. Mamadou Sangafowa Coulibaly, Minister for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, President of the twenthy-ninth session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa, 

Your Excellency, Mr. Wilfred J. Ngirwa, Independent Chairperson of the FAO Council, 

Your Excellency, Mr. José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO, 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Ministers 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives to the United 
Nations in Rome,  

Honourable delegates, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

1. The last session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa, which was held in Tunis from 24
to 28 March 2014, was on the theme African Youth in Agriculture and Rural Development, with a 
particular focus on the importance of family agriculture as the basis for better agricultural growth in the 
region.  
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2. The Head of the Government of the Republic of Tunisia, Mr. Mehdi JOMOA, remarked on the 
essential contribution of African youth to the future of the agriculture sector and underscored the need 
to dispel traditional perceptions of agriculture to make it more attractive for the younger generation.  

3. He urged development partners to increase their support for small farmers, taking account of 
their key role in the modernization and transformation of the agriculture sector, by granting them wider 
access to technical expertise and resources. Furthermore, in an interconnected world, Africa’s central 
position in exchanges of new ideas and approaches to development has been highlighted by the 
promotion of South-South cooperation to enhance food security and nutrition.   

4. The Twenty-eighth session of the Regional Conference for African approved FAO’s 
contribution, in partnership with the African Union, to efforts to eradicate hunger by 2025 through 
regional initiatives based on the Organization’s strategic objectives.  

5. Despite the significant progress made by African Member countries, the number of people with 
malnutrition remains high. According to the Report on the State of Food Insecurity in the World (2015), 
the number of people living in hunger increased from 2014 to 2016, reaching 220 million in Africa.  In 
Central Africa, the high levels of hunger have been exacerbated by politic conflicts and civil unrest, 
which have given rise to humanitarian crises.  

6. On the whole, however, Africa has many reasons to remain optimistic. Food security trends are 
moving in the right direction in several areas, in particular the increase in food availability and the 
significant reduction in the number of underweight children. Furthermore, West Africa has made notable 
progress with regard to the Zero Hunger goal, having reduced the proportion of people living in hunger 
by 60 per cent, equivalent to a reduction of 11 million in the number of undernourished people.   

7. I therefore invite African governments to ensure inclusive participation for all in food 
governance processes and to promote substantial public-private partnerships as a catalyst for agricultural 
transformation and sustainable growth.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

8. As President of the twenty-eighth session of the Regional Conference for Africa, I have the 
honour to present the results of the session, with regard to follow-up to the recommendations agreed in 
Tunis.  

9. Recognizing our governments’ commitment to upholding every effort to guarantee food security 
and nutrition in the region, my office has established close relations with the FAO Regional 
Representative for Africa and with the Director-General of FAO, while holding active consultations 
with the African Group of permanent representatives to FAO on monitoring and evaluation of activities 
undertaken over the past two years. 

10. I have the pleasure to provide you with a brief summary of progress made in the following areas:  

• Youth employment in agriculture has been improved through the Africa Solidarity Trust Fund 
for Food Security, the recent conclusion of cooperation agreements with several countries: 
Brazil, China, Morocco, Republic of Korea, Japan and Venezuela including youth 
employment activities, in particular in developing the value chain for rice, and the 
organization of exchange visits in the context of the African South-South cooperation project 
for agriculture and food security. 
 

• FAO has provided support for gender mainstreaming in regional and national agricultural 
investment plans to reach the “Zero Hunger” goal in the ECOWAS region, and carried out 
country gender equality evaluations. 
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• 46 countries currently have their Country Programming Frameworks finalized and approved 
for activities in national priority action areas, in line with new guidelines developed by FAO 
and distributed in June 2015.  
 

• An action plan for social protection in Africa has been drafted, which aims to give direction to 
FAO strategies and approaches to social services in Africa, and a document has been drafted 
in the context of the Global Alliance for Resilience on national resilience priorities for West 
Africa, the first pillar of which is social services. 
 

• Structured data on agriculture in 15 African countries have been updated, and FAO support 
has been provided to conduct a study into a harmonized and synchronized agriculture census 
system in countries of the West African Economic and Monetary Union.    
 

• A broad-based programme for developing the rice value chain has been validated and 
implemented in over 30 countries and with multiple partners (the African Union, Africa Rice, 
NGOs, Africaseeds, ECOWAS, UEMOA, CEMAC, SADC, ECCAS, AEC, COMESA, 
IGAD, the private sector, donors (JICA, GIZ, the CARD Secretariat), representatives of Asian 
countries (the Republic of Korea and Thailand) and financial institutions. 
 

• In the context of South-South cooperation, the Africa Solidarity Trust Fund for Food Security 
– a Fund of US$ 40 million – has been set up by African countries (Angola and Equatorial 
Guinea) for national, subregional and regional projects.  
 

• In the context of the decentralization of FAOs offices, heads of country offices have been 
recruited and extrabudgetary resources for countries increased in the 2014-2015 biennium.  
 

• A joint FAO/civil society organizations action plan is being drafted to strengthen FAO’s 
partnership with civil society, which is based on two priority areas: enhancing the effective 
participation of civil society organizations in political dialogue on food security, particularly 
through the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme, or CAADP; and 
enhancing the capacities of producers’ organizations in Africa.   
 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

11. As well as following up on recommendations, my office has tried to analyse the follow-up 
process established by each Conference, and wishes to bring some proposals to the Conference’s 
attention with a view to improving follow-up.  

12. The office recognizes the work done by the twenty-eighth session of the Conference, and notes 
that a wide range of recommendations were made for implementation both by FAO and by Member 
countries. We propose that the recommendations of this session of the Conference, and of future 
sessions, should be more specific and accompanied by specific indicators that can be easily followed 
and evaluated before the subsequent session of the Conference.  

13. Differing levels of interest among countries regarding the various topics are not conducive to 
making specific, targeted recommendations that can be accompanied by relevant indicators, and as a 
result consistency at the regional level can be difficult to achieve with regard to some issues to do with 
global policies and regulations.  The economic, social and geopolitical particularities of each country 
generally result in differing positions with regard to certain recommendations. Furthermore, disparities 
between groups of countries should be recognized, with regard to their level of development and their 
capacity to implement policies, programmes and projects, and the fact that they will be affected in 
different ways by specific recommendations, and that they will be called on to take clear and distinctive 
action with regard to a given issue. These disparities demonstrate the need for coherence between 
recommendations and the various groups of African countries.   
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14. Targeting recommendations by groups of countries that have several development aspects in 
common could increase the chances of those recommendations being implemented and could enhance 
their relevance.  Follow-up priority will be given to recommendations on particularly important issues, 
which deserve to implemented in spite of any difficulties – priority programme – and those which only 
relate to a particular group of countries and can be implemented through cooperation between African 
countries and/or triangular cooperation – launching cooperation projects.   

15. In this regard, we think that targeting recommendations by subregion would enable follow-up 
and guidance to be focussed on a more limited number of countries and would engender opportunities 
for cooperation at the subregional level. We would also propose that a very specific follow-up 
mechanism should be established based on the following components.  

• During his or her mandate, the President of the Conference will undertake subregional 
consultations to follow-up on and promote the adoption of recommendations.   

• A coordinating country will lead this process, and all countries in the subregion will work with 
the President to establish the conditions for implementing the recommendations (exchanges of 
experiences and specialists, triangular cooperation projects,…).    

• To facilitate the implementation of this approach, it would be useful when drafting 
recommendations for future sessions of the Conference, to include criteria on the type of 
recommendation, in particular how it is targeted by subregion, in order to facilitate follow-up.  

16. To this end, I wish to propose to this august meeting that a committee be established in order to 
set out how this mechanism will be institutionalized.  

17. Furthermore, follow-up should not just be restricted to the recommendations of the previous 
Conference, but also of the Conference before. For example, the recommendations of the twenty-seventh 
session of the Conference – as well as those of the twenty-eighth session – should continue to be 
followed up and reported on to the twenty-ninth session. 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

18. South-South and triangular cooperation projects have had convincing results and have enabled 
the mobilization of additional resources. Much remains to be done, however, with regard to cooperation 
in terms of exchanges of expertise between African countries. With a view to strengthening this type of 
cooperation and benefiting from the potential that exists in the region, a database should be set up with 
information on the various types of expertise relative to FAO’s mandate. This database should be 
accessible by Internet, and should be available to the whole region.   

19. The Africa Solidarity Trust Fund for Food Security has resulted in an improvement in living 
conditions in all of the beneficiary countries and subregions. Through the Fund, some beneficiary 
countries have mobilized additional resources from other financial partners (Mali: Euros 1.5 million; 
Liberia: US$ 1.2 million; Malawi: Euros 5.5 million). Such success stories should be multiplied. We 
wish to thank Equatorial Guinea and Angola for their contributions to the Trust Fund, and would 
encourage other Member countries to follow their example.  

20. Since the twenty-eighth session of the Regional Conference for Africa, the region has set 
ambitious objectives with regard to eradicating hunger by 2025 through the Malabo Declaration initiated 
by the African Union. Translating words into action will require a radical change in our perception of 
agricultural development in Africa. In order to reach the Zero Hunger goal, we cannot maintain the 
status quo; we must strengthen partnerships and instigate agrarian reform wherever necessary.  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

21. As I have said, FAO works in close cooperation with governments and regional institutions in 
several key areas for advancing agricultural development in the region, with activities addressing food 
security and nutrition, sustainable development and the commercialization of agriculture.  
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22. We must, however, do more to maximize the impact of and increase the interventions conducted 
through our programmes. We must bolster our efforts, broaden our spheres of activity and mobilize the 
resources needed to enhance the capacity of African governments in partnership with development 
agencies, and in so-doing, guarantee the future transformation of the agricultural sector.  

23. In this context, sharing experiences between African countries to help them face development 
challenges is becoming a necessity: sharing of expertise cannot but contribute to greater coherence in 
professional training across the continent, and policies promoting mobility among young specialists 
between African countries can only serve to reduce dependence on expatriates.   

24. In light of the above, the presidency of the twenty-eighth session of the Conference for Africa 
proposes considering, with Member countries, the root causes of the lack of concerted action with regard 
to reliance on non-regional expertise, even though the continent is full of high-level experts and 
specialists, and to make efforts to implement policies and programmes that combine mobility within and 
outside of Africa, while underscoring the value of local human resources and optimizing potential for 
capacity building, and which create the circumstances for mobility as well as for the institutional reform 
needed to promote investment and entrepreneurship, and the political, social and economic conditions 
required to halt the brain drain.    

25. The aim is to promote the development of an African “common market” that is not merely a 
market for material goods, but more a market of ideas, knowledge, talent and cultural products. This 
common market should bring together all African countries, overcoming the negative aspects of 
nationalism, and reunite African peoples more than ever before.    

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

26. On behalf of my Government, I wish to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all those who 
have taken part in the excellent preparatory work ahead of this twenty-ninth session of the FAO Regional 
Conference for Africa. I would particularly like to express my gratitude to the FAO Regional Office for 
Africa, and the FAO Representation in Côte d’Ivoire, which have made a considerable contribution to 
the success of the Conference and have facilitated exchanges between the Tunisian and Ivorian teams 
in order to share Tunisia’s experience gained in organizing the twenty-eighth session of the Conference. 

27. I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to the Government and people of Côte d’Ivoire 
for hosting the twenty-ninth session of the Regional Conference, and for their genuine hospitality. 

28. I would also like to highlight the continuous and essential work done by the African Group of 
permanent representatives in preparing for the Conference.  

29. Lastly, I would particularly like to thank the Director-General of FAO for his tireless leadership, 
his exemplary vision, and for putting Member countries’ priorities at the heart of FAO’s mandate.   

30. I now have the honour to hand over the duties of President of the Conference; I wish my 
successor, the Honourable Mamadou Sangafowa Coulibaly, Minister for Agriculture and Rural 
Development of Côte d’Ivoire, the greatest success, and a fruitful and productive twenty-ninth session 
of the Regional Conference for Africa to you all.   

31. Thank you for your kind attention. 

 

Saad SEDDIK, 

Minister of Agriculture, Water Resources and Fisheries of the Republic of Tunisia 

President of the 28th session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa  
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