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Mr Chairperson, 
Mr Director-General, 
Mr Independent Chairperson of the Council, 
Honourable Ministers, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Government of Mongolia, it is an honour and a pleasure for me to be here today to 
address the thirty-third session of the FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific (APRC) in this 
beautiful city of Putrajaya. 

As you know, Mongolia had the honour of hosting the thirty-second session of APRC in Ulaanbaatar 
two years ago, from 10–14 March 2014. The Regional Conference was attended by delegates from 41 
Member Countries. Observers in attendance included 1 Associate Member, 1 non-member Nation, 10 
international non-governmental organizations and 11 intergovernmental organizations. Representatives 
of 4 other United Nations organizations also participated. The session was chaired by the Minister for 
Industry and Agriculture of my country. 

The thirty-second APRC considered several regional and global policy and regulatory issues such as 
state of food and agriculture in the region; meeting farmers’ aspirations in the context of green 
development; restoration of grasslands and forests for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and the 
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promotion of ecosystem services; and realizing economic opportunities in agriculture to promote greater 
food security in Pacific Island countries. The Regional Conference was also updated on the Committee 
on World Food Security, specifically on the Outcomes of the 38th Special Session held in May 2012, 
and the 39th and 40th Sessions of CFS held in October 2012 and October 2013, respectively, as well on 
the important agenda of the upcoming CFS events in 2014. 
 
Furthermore, the Regional Conference took note of the major actions carried out by FAO to address the 
regional priorities during the 2012-13 biennium, including actions taken in response to the 
recommendations of the thirty-first session of the Regional Conference and the regional priorities which 
were closely aligned with FAO’s new Strategic Objectives.  The Meeting also noted issues relating to 
decentralization and the prioritization of country and regional needs.  
 
The thirty-second session of APRC requested FAO to assist member countries in addressing the key 
challenges of increasing agricultural productivity, managing natural resources and improving the 
livelihoods of smallholder farm families, including: analytical and policy work; sound data collection; 
opportunities for women and youth; sustainable aquaculture; nutrition and food safety; and promotion 
of under-utilized indigenous food resources. It also emphasized the critical emerging impacts of climate 
change on agriculture and urged FAO to provide increased support for climate change adaptation and 
mitigation activities including Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA), in order to create more resilient 
agricultural and fisheries sectors. The Regional Conference also requested FAO support for data 
collection and analysis, conducting food value chain analyses and applying best practices to increase the 
competitiveness of the local agriculture sector. 
 
An interesting and highly relevant informal Ministerial Round Table on the Double Burden of 
Malnutrition was also convened during the Regional Conference. 
 
In response to a proposal made by the Chair of the Regional Conference, the Honourable Minister for 
Industry and Agriculture, Government of Mongolia, for the Conference to issue a ministerial declaration 
to reinforce high-level commitment to the outcomes of the Conference, the ‘Ulaanbaatar Communiqué’ 
was prepared and included in the report of the Regional Conference. 
 
FAO’s reformed governance structure envisages the Chair of the Regional Conference reporting about 
its outcomes to FAO’s governing bodies at the global level and maintaining chairmanship until the next 
Regional Conference. 
 
In accordance with this arrangement, on behalf of the Chairperson of the APRC, Mr. Choi-Ish 
Lkhasuren, Director General, Strategy Policy and Planning Department, Ministry of Industry and 
Agriculture, Mongolia, who also chaired the Senior Officers Meeting of the thirty-second session of the 
APRC, presented the Summary of the Main Recommendations of the Regional Conference for the 
attention of the FAO Council during its hundred and forty-ninth session held from 16-20 June 2014. 
Likewise, the Director General Mr. Choi-Ish Lkhasuren had the honour to present the Summary of the 
Main Recommendations for the attention of the thirty-ninth session of the FAO Conference held in 
Rome from 6-13 June 2015. The FAO Conference endorsed the report and took note of the 
recommendations presented therein. It expressed its gratitude to Mongolia, the host country, for the 
excellent organization of the Regional Conference. 
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Actions taken by FAO on the recommendations contained in the report of the thirty-second session of 
APRC were presented in the Senior Officers Meeting on Monday and Tuesday earlier this week. I need 
not, therefore, repeat them. We are pleased to note the progress already made and substantively 
discussed FAO’s priorities in the region for the current biennium in the Senior Officers Meetings earlier 
this week. We hope these priorities will build on the earlier achievements and enhance FAO’s 
contributions to agricultural and rural development and food security in the Asia and the Pacific region. 
 
I thank you for your kind attention and express my full confidence that this Regional Conference will 
meet its objectives and provide sound policy guidance to FAO. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


