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I. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The Informal Regional Consultation on the State of the Near East’s and North Africa’s 

Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture was held in Rome, Italy from 5 to 7 April 2016. The meeting 

was co-organized by the Secretariat of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

(Commission) and the FAO Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa (FAO RNE). The list 

of participants from countries and regional organizations is given in Annex III to this report. 

2. Mr Dost Muhammad, Plant Production Officer of FAO RNE opened the meeting on behalf of 

Mr. Abdessalam, Assistant Director General and Regional Representative for the Near East and North 

Africa. Mr Dost Muhammad welcomed participants, highlighted the contribution of the Near East and 

North Africa’s region to world food security and pointed out the challenge in maintaining biodiversity 

for food and agriculture in the region.  

3. Ms Irene Hoffmann, Secretary of the Commission, thanked participants for attending the 

meeting and stressed the importance of the report on The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and 

Agriculture (SoW BFA) as well as the important role of National Focal Points in preparing Country 

Reports and involving different stakeholders during the preparation of the report. 

 

II. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

4.  The Secretariat of the Commission presented the context for the regional consultation, and 

noted that in adopting its Multi-Year Programme of Work, the Commission had agreed, at its Eleventh 

Regular Session in 2007, to the preparation of the SoW BFA1, and, at its Fourteenth Regular Session, 

had requested FAO to prepare the SoW BFA for consideration at its Sixteenth Regular Session, 

following a process agreed upon by the Commission. The Secretariat also noted that the Commission 

had stressed that the process for preparing the SoW BFA should be based on information from Country 

Reports and should also draw on thematic studies, reports from international organizations and inputs 

from other relevant stakeholders, including centers of excellence from developing countries.2 The 

Secretariat further noted that following a request from the Commission at its last session in January 

2015,3 a series of informal regional consultations for the SoW BFA were being held in 2016, the 

objective being to share knowledge and information on the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

and to discuss needs and priorities for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture in the respective regions. 

 

5.  Participants agreed to the arrangements for the meeting and to divide the work in three main 

sessions addressing four main areas identified in the Guidelines for the preparation of the Country 

Reports for The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture4: 

i. Assessment and monitoring ( Chapter 1 & 2) 

ii. Sustainable use and conservation ( Chapter 3 & 4) 

iii. Policies, institutions and capacity/ Regional and international cooperation ( Chapter 5) 

 

6. The agenda of the meeting is contained in Annex I to this report.  

7.  At the beginning of each of the three sessions, the main findings from a preliminary analysis of 

Country Reports submitted before 24 March 2016 were presented. Subsequently, participants identified 

in working groups regional needs, priorities and possible actions for each main area. The working 

groups reported their results back to the plenary for discussion. On day 3 a consolidated a list of needs, 

priorities and possible actions was reviewed in plenary and finalized, as given in Annex II to this report. 

                                                           
1 CGRFA-11/07/Report   
2 CGRFA-14/13/Report, paragraph 14.   
3 CGRA/15/Report, paragraph 13. 
4 http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/  

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/
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8.  During the meeting, Ms Maha Syouf from Jordan presented the main findings from the 

preparation of Jordan’s Country Report, and gave a brief overview of the approach taken to involve as 

many stakeholders as relevant. Ms Neveen Abd El Fattah Hassan from Egypt presented the National 

Gene Bank of Egypt, its objectives, structure, programmes and agriculture-related microbial genetic 

resources collected. Ms Afaf Elgozouli from Sudan presented the preparation of Sudan’s report, the 

main findings as well as the challenges faced during the preparation of the report and the future steps. 

These presentations provided useful inputs to the meeting.  

 

III. STATUS OF PREPARATION OF THE REGION’S COUNTRY REPORTS 

FOR THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 

9. The Commission Secretariat presented an overview of the status of preparation of the SoW 

BFA and introduced the draft document, Near East and North Africa Regional Synthesis for The State 

of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (draft regional synthesis report). This document 

summarizing Country Reports received by the Secretariat by 24 March 2016 (three final Country 

Reports5, two draft Country Reports6, three brief reports7 and one summary note8), had been circulated 

prior to the meeting to all participants.  

10. The Commission Secretariat confirmed that Country Reports completed, endorsed by 

governments and submitted to the Commission Secretariat by 15 July 2016, would be reflected in the 

draft revised regional report, as well as in the draft SoW BFA. Whereas the draft SoW BFA would be 

presented to the Commission at its Sixteenth Regular Session, the finalized regional report would be 

published together with the final SoW BFA. Prior to its publication, the revised regional report would 

be submitted to the National Focal Points, for their comments and input. 

 

IV. NEEDS AND PRIORITIES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  

11.  The Commission Secretariat presented an introduction of the relevant chapters of the draft 

regional synthesis report, highlighting key findings from the preliminary analysis of reports so far 

received from countries. In the first session addressing monitoring and assessment of biodiversity for 

food and agriculture in the region, topics presented included reporting constraints, coverage of 

biodiversity hotspots in the region, production systems reported, examples of associated biodiversity 

species, their status and trends, the relation between associated biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

examples of national information systems and needs and priorities for monitoring and assessment of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture reported by countries. 

12. Following this introduction, participants discussed issues and challenges related to the 

assignment of responsibilities within countries for the preparation of Country Reports, the collection of 

information requested for the preparation of Country Reports and the involvement of the relevant 

stakeholders. Furthermore, participants shared their experiences regarding the process of coordination 

and collaboration between different ministries and institutions in the countries and highlighted the main 

challenges and achievements. Countries highlighted that the available data is fragmented and there is a 

lack of monitoring system in the field of biodiversity for food and agriculture. Countries stressed the 

importance of raising awareness among policy leaders with regard to biodiversity for food and 

agriculture and the need to establish a strategic plan for monitoring and assessment in that field. 

                                                           
5 Jordan, Qatar, Sudan 
6 Oman, Saudi Arabia 
7 Egypt, Iraq, United Arab Emirates 
8 Lebanon 
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Participants pointed out the financial challenge when establishing monitoring systems for biodiversity 

for food and agriculture. The need for regional cooperation and sharing of experiences in the field of 

monitoring systems for biodiversity for food and agriculture  was also highlighted by participants as 

essential. 

13. In the second session, highlights from the draft regional synthesis report on the topics of 

sustainable use, conservation, access and exchange for biodiversity for food and agriculture were 

presented. Examples of ex situ and in situ conservation and practices for the maintenance and use of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture were given, and the link between associated biodiversity species 

and ecosystem services was further discussed. The presentation concluded on needs and priorities 

reported by countries. 

14.  In the third session, key findings on policies, institutions, capacity and regional and 

international cooperation were presented. Examples of policies for the coordinated use and conservation 

of genetic resources, food security, sustainable use and conservation of associated biodiversity, 

maintenance of ecosystem services, resilience and sustainability of production systems and ecosystem, 

landscape and seascape approaches were given. Further examples on regional programs and the 

countries involved were presented. The presentation concluded on the needs and priorities highlighted 

by most of the Country Reports, such as the need for greater inter-institutional coordination. 

15.  During the discussions in plenary, participants noted that the concept of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture was a new concept for the region, for which limited information was available to date. 

Although in situ conservation initiatives are in place, the link to species and varieties of associated 

biodiversity, which are useful to agriculture, was not clearly established. Furthermore, countries 

highlighted that there are only very few examples of ex situ conservation initiatives targeting associated 

biodiversity. Adding economic value to the different components of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture was extensively discussed as a strategy to convince relevant stakeholders of the importance 

of the sustainable use and conservation of associated biodiversity species. Participants discussed the 

impacts of climate change on biodiversity for food and agriculture and the challenges to measure these 

changes. 

16. After each of the sessions, participants identified in working groups needs, priorities and 

possible actions in relation to the topic of the session. On day 3, participants reviewed a list of 

consolidated needs, priorities and possible actions for each of the main areas. The consolidated list is 

contained in Annex II to this report. 

 

V. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

17. In their evaluation of the regional consultation, participants highlighted that the meeting 

improved their understanding of the SoW BFA process and expressed appreciation for the opportunity 

to meet National Focal Points of other countries and share experiences on the reporting processes and 

further collaborate in the future on topics related to biodiversity for food and agriculture. Participants 

considered that the meeting clarified concepts and was of great support for the preparation of Country 

Reports. Finally, participants considered the regional synthesis report as a valuable input and expressed 

their interest for this synthesis to be published. Participants thanked the Secretariat of the Commission 

and the Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa for organizing the regional consultation. 

18. In a short closing address, Ms. Hoffmann thanked participants for their valuable contributions, 

and encouraged National Focal Points to finalize and submit Country Reports by 15 July 2016. She also 

expressed gratitude to the government of Germany, who made these regional consultations possible 

thanks to a generous donation.  
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    ANNEX I 

INFORMAL REGIONAL CONSULTATION  

THE STATE OF THE NEAR EAST’S AND NORTH AFRICA’S BIODIVERSITY FOR 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
 

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

 

FAO Headquarter, Rome 

LEBANON ROOM D209bis 

 

 

 

Time Title  

DAY 1 

8:30 - 9:30 Registration  

9:30 - 12:30 Opening address Assistant Director 

General, FAO 

Regional Office 

Opening address Secretariat, 

Commission on 

Genetic Resources 

for Food and 

Agriculture 

Tour de Table All participants 

Presentation of the programme and objectives 

of the consultation  

Commission 

Secretariat 

Status of preparation of The State of the 

World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

Commission 

Secretariat 

Assessment and monitoring 

Key findings and recommendations of 

Country Reports – Presentation and discussion 

Facilitator 

Lunch 

14:00 - 17:00 Assessment and monitoring 

Identifying needs and priorities – working sub-

groups 

National Focal Points 

Priorities for action – reporting by subgroup 

and discussion 

National Focal Points 

17:30 - 19:30 Reception – Caracalla room (Cafeteria 8th floor) 

DAY 2 

9:30 – 12:30 Sustainable use and conservation 
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Time Title  

Key findings and recommendations of 

Country Reports – Presentation and discussion 

Facilitator 

Policies, institutions and capacity 

Regional and international cooperation 

Key findings and recommendations of 

Country Reports – Presentation and discussion 

Facilitator 

Lunch 

14:00 - 17:00 Sustainable use and conservation 

Identifying needs and priorities – working sub-

groups 

National Focal Points 

Policies, institutions and capacity 

Regional and international cooperation 

Identifying needs and priorities – working sub-

groups 

National Focal Points 

DAY 3 

9:30 - 12:30 Sustainable use and conservation 

Priorities for action – reporting by subgroup 

and discussion 

National Focal Points 

Policies, institutions and capacity 

Regional and international cooperation 

Priorities for action – reporting by subgroup 

and discussion 

National Focal Points 

Lunch 

14:00 - 17:00 Review and finalize regional 

recommendations for priorities for action 

All participants 

 Evaluation of the workshop All participants 

Closing remarks Commission 

Secretariat 
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ANNEX II 

Table 1. Possible actions for the assessment and monitoring of Biodiversity for Food and 

Agriculture as identified at the Informal Regional Consultation for the Near 

East and North Africa (Rome, 5-7 April 2016)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority National Regional 

Essential/urgent  Establishment of national programs for assessment 

and monitoring of  biodiversity for food and 

agriculture  with clear priority areas 

 Coordination mechanism 

 Raise awareness among policy leaders  

 Develop appropriate/ validated methods for 

assessment and monitoring of  biodiversity for 

food and agriculture   

 Develop tools for economic valuation of  

biodiversity for food and agriculture  and 

ecosystem services 

 Promote and add value of all  biodiversity for food 

and agriculture  products  and ecosystem services   

 Mobilizing financial and technical support  

 Involvement of all relevant stakeholders for 

monitoring of  biodiversity for food and agriculture   

and ecosystems including local communities and 

NGOs 

 Capacity building on associated biodiversity wild 

food and ecosystem services (i.e not only 

workshops but long term actions) 

 Establish a network for 

sharing information 

between countries 

 Raise awareness among 

policy leaders  

 Regional cooperation 

mechanism (can wait) 
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Table 2. Possible actions for the sustainable use and conservation of Biodiversity for Food 

and Agriculture, and its access and benefit sharing mechanisms, as identified at 

the Informal Regional Consultation for the Near East and North Africa (Rome, 

5-7 April 2016) 

 

 

Priority National Regional 

Essential/urgent  Enhance / accelerate the national legislative process to 

support the sustainable use of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture. 

 Strengthening scientific capacities for personnel, genebanks, 

national databases for biodiversity for food and agriculture.  

 Training for local communities and NGOs on conservation 

and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture. 

 Economic valuation of  biodiversity for food and agriculture   

with a particular emphasis on wild foods 

 Encouraging the implementation of sustainable management 

practices by local communities and NGOs, with special 

attention to gender and family farming, in biodiversity for 

food and agriculture and ecosystem actions. 

 Enhance the breeding programs and evaluation of current 

genetic resources to be adapted for climate change 

conditions 

 Promoting in situ conservation through local community 

approaches and ecosystem services  

Establish a network 

for sharing 

information between 

countries 

Important/urgent  Raising of public awareness 

 Implementation of international treaties signed by the 

country and adaptation of the national laws 
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Table 3. Possible actions concerning the policies and programs, capacity development, 

cooperation and institutions relevant to Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture as 

identified at the Informal Regional Consultation for the Near East and North 

Africa (Rome, 5-7 April 2016) 

Priority National Regional 

Essential/urgent  (Policies and programmes) 

Lobbying/working on accelerating the 

legislative process towards endorsement of 

national laws 

 Empowerment of national laws targeting 

biodiversity for food and agriculture in 

harmony with international agreements and 

laws 

 (Policies and programmes) Developing a 

National Strategy for biodiversity for food 

and agriculture  management aiming at 

coordinating in a comprehensive and 

consistent way the already existing action 

plans relevant to the CBD, NP, IT-PGRFA 

and others 

 (Policies and programmes) Identifying a 

National coordinating agency and listing the 

relevant actors and stakeholders in order to 

1) define the thematic areas; and 2) work 

within ad hoc working groups 

 Enhance coordination and collaboration 

between different institutes concerned  

 Empowerment of national committees 

 (Capacities) Strengthening institutional 

capacities by adapting infrastructure, 

developing appropriate info sharing 

mechanisms, …) 

 (Capacities) Building specialized 

competencies (academic curricula, master 

and PhD scholarships, trainings on best 

practices on GR/ecosystem monitoring, 

conservation, and management; traditional 

knowledge, …) 

 Addressing effect of climate change as an 

urgent priority in the local strategic plan 

 Establishment of fund raising strategic 

mechanism for biodiversity for food and 

agriculture   

 Regional and International 

cooperation through regional 

and international projects, 

networking, internal 

expertise, funds, 

MOU/regional strategy 

 

Essential/Can wait  Specify the genetic material that can be 

exchanged 

 Establish means and tools for collecting  and 

dissemination traditional knowledge 

 

Important  Capacity building and awareness 

 Enhance technical international 

 support to national institutes 
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ANNEX III 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FROM COUNTRIES AND REGIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 
 

ALGERIA 

 

M. Abdelhamid HEMDANI 

Directeur chargé de la Protection des 

Patrimoines Génétiques et de l’organisation 

foncière 

Ministère de l'Agriculture et du 

Développement Rural et de la pêche 

12, Avenue Colonel Amirouche 

Alger Phone: +213 23503217 

Fax: +213 661970330 

Email: hhemdani@yahoo.fr 

 

EGYPT 

 

Ms Neveen Abd EL-FATAH HASSAN 

Chief Researcher 

National Genebank 

Agricultural Research Center 

Ministry of Agriculture and Land 

Reclamation 

9 Gammaa Street 

12619 Giza 

Phone: +202 35720944 

Email: niveen2020@hotmail.com 

 

IRAQ 

 

Ms Sahar AL-BAYATTI 

National Coordinator for the Management 

of Animal Genetic Resources 

Animal Sources Department 

Animal Resources Directorate 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Baghdad 

Phone: +964 7708899649 

Email: sahar_albayatti@yahoo.com 

 

 

JORDAN 

 

Ms Maha Qasim AL SYOUF 

Consultant of Biodiversity, Medicinal Plant 

and Plant Genetic Resources 

National Center for Agricultural Research 

and Extension (NCARE) 

Al-Baqah 

Phone: +962 779257706 

Fax: +962 64726099 

Email: syoufmaha@yahoo.com 

 

LEBANON 

 

Ms Lamis CHALAK 

Head of the National Committee for Plant 

Genetic Resources 

Head of Plant Production Department 

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences 

The Lebanese University 

Beirut 

Phone: +961 3211855 

Email: lamis.chalak@gmail.com 

 

MOROCCO 

 

M. Chaouki ALFAIZ 

Chef du Département de Ámélioration et de 

la Conservation des Resources Génétiques 

Division Scientifique de l’INRA 

Avenue Ennasr Rabat 

BP 415 RP 

Rabat 

Phone : + 212 661972726 

Email: faizchawki@yahoo.fr 

 

mailto:hhemdani@yahoo.fr
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QATAR 

 

Mr Rashid AL-MOHANNADI 

Phone: +974 55074445 

Email: vmmohannadi@mme.gov.qa 

 

Mr Hamad AL-SHAMARI 

Email: hsshamari@mme.gov.qa 

 

SUDAN 

 

Ms Afaf EL-GUZOULI 

Director, Quality Control and Export 

Development Unit 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forestry 

Al Gamaá Avenue 

P.O.Box 285 

Khartoum 

Phone: +249 83774688 

Email: bitelgozouli@gmail.com 

 

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 

 

Mr Hussein Ibrahim AL ZOUBI 

Director General  

General Commission for Scientific 

Agricultural Research (GCSAR) 

Phone: +963 112265029 

Mobile: +963 95938860 

Email: halzubi2015@gmail.com 

gcsar-dir@live.com 

 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

 

Ms Fatima Obaid Saeed AL KALBANI 

Engineer 

Director of plant department 

Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment 

Abu Hail Street, Deira 

Dubai 

Phone: +971 42148353 

Email: fosaeed@moew.gov.ae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vmmohannadi@mme.gov.qa
mailto:halzubi2015@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Mr Mohamed FAWZY NAWAR 

Documentation Specialist 

Biodiversity and Integrated Gene Management Program 

International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) 

P.O.Box 114/5055 

Post Code: 1108-2010 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Phone: +961 1 813301/03  

Fax: +961 1841473 

Email: F.Nawar@cgiar.org  

 

 

 

 

 


