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1. The 28th Session of the North American Forest Commission made several recommendations 

for enhancing the work of the Organization. A brief account of actions taken on these 

recommendations are presented in Annex 1. 

2. The Commission may wish to review the progress made so far and on this basis, develop 

further recommendations for its members and for FAO. 
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                 ANNEX 1 

Actions taken in response to the recommendations of the 28th Session of  

the North American Forest Commission 

Area/ action for FAO programme of work Actions taken 

Expedite work on FRA2020 including terms and definitions. The preparations for the Global Forest Resources Assessment all well underway. The terms and definitions, 

specifications have been drafted and capacity development and remote sensing survey plans prepared. The 

development of the new FRA online platform has started and it will be presented together with the above-

mentioned documents to the participants of the FRA Expert Consultation in June 12-16, Joensuu, Finland. 
FRA is planned to be launched through a global meeting of correspondents in early 2018 in Mexico. 

The Forest Inventory and Monitoring WG to further 

strengthen collaboration with FAO, in order to continue the 

harmonization of forest databases to allow for better 

comparison of information and changes of main indicators, 

as well as for supporting national efforts to enhance the 

capacities of the three countries in forest monitoring, 

assessment and reporting on the status of their forest 

resources, both nationally and regionally. 

Follow up action is still needed. With the FRA online platform soon to be released, technical parameters 

needed for better harmonization will be available for consideration. 

Continue its work towards increasing the recognition of the 

forest sector in different international fora. 

UNFCCC COP22: FAO co-organized or contributed to more than 80 meetings and events with both high-

level and technical interventions to demonstrate FAO’s contribution to climate actions word wide. On 

forests, FAO co-led The Forest Action Day and the UN System Side Event on SDG15, and led or 

participated in numerous side events. 

 

CBD COP13: Various inputs were provided to the UN Biodiversity Conference held in Cancun, Mexico on 

2-17 December 2016. COP13 welcomed the Cancun Declaration and urged Parties to strengthen their efforts 

to mainstream the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity within and across various sectors, 

including forestry. COP13 also encouraged Parties to create enabling conditions, strengthen the enforcement 

of laws and regulations, and promote the implementation of sustainable forest management. COP13 

welcomed a proposal by FAO to establish a platform on biodiversity to build bridges between different 

sectors and develop integrated cross-sectoral approaches to mainstreaming biodiversity in the agriculture, 

forestry and fisheries sectors. 

 

During COP13 FAO with members of the CPF co-organized a Forest Landscape and Ecosystem Restoration 

Day in the Rio Conventions’ Pavilion (http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-

mechanism/news-and-events/events-detail/en/c/435655/). The meeting also released a joint message from 

the CPF. 

http://fao.msgfocus.com/c/175WVOa0bXfvOd0z3SmErHXj
http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/news-and-events/events-detail/en/c/435655/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/news-and-events/events-detail/en/c/435655/
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(http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/1058662/27374847/1481636171467/Rio_13dec_ForestEcosystemRest

oration_FINAL.pdf?token=DywME9mVOO1lkkIJqKVCk8Pnf1Y%3D)  

 
For the above issues please consult also document FO:NAFC/2017/X on Global processes. 

 

Major input has been provided to the High-level Political Forum of the UN to review progress in 

implementing the SDG. The Chairperson of COFO provided a written report on the Commission’s work on 

the SDGs in the focus of the 2016 and 2017 sessions. (The summary of the submissions are available at 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/HLPF/2016/5%20&Lang=E and 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14738E_HLPF_2017_3_Note_Secretariat.pdf ) 

Furthermore, an analysis was provided for the UNFF Secretariat as an input to UNFF12 discussions on the 

contributions of forests to the 2017 HLPF (   http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-

content/uploads/2017/02/FAO.pdf ) 
Support country members in the discussion on identifying 

relevant indicators in the forest sector to assess the 

contributions to the achievement of the SDGs and other 

recently adopted goals. 

FAO has been playing an active role in developing a global core set of forest-related indicators and works 

closely with the UN Inter-agency Expert  Group on SDG Indicators on areas where it is  a custodian agency 

(including SDG 15). Furthermore, SOFO 2018 is planning, in one of its chapters,  to present data and other 

evidence for the forest indicators related to these targets and will identify data gaps. 

Continue developing its work to strengthen FRA and SOFO 

as potential means to contribute to assessing progress in 

achieving SDGs and other goals relevant for forest sector, in 

collaboration with member organizations  of the CPF.  

FAO, together with CPF members, co-organized the Organization-led Initiative on Development of global 

forest indicators to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the 

IAF Strategic Plan (OLI). The OLI made several recommendations which are duly followed on: CPF 

developed a new joint initiative to streamline international forest-related reporting; a Task Force was 

established to elaborate further on a Global Core Set of Forest-related Indicators (GCS) which are going to 

be endorsed at a global expert meeting in June 2017. The outcome of the OLI has been formally presented to 

UNFF12, which invited the Forum to present its recommendation on the GCS at its 13th session. 

 
SOFO continues to be a major analytical tool to support evaluation and analysis on progress towards global 

goals. After having discussed the challenges and opportunities for agriculture and forestry in land-use in 

2016, the 2017 issue will focus on forests and SDGs attempting to provide a comprehensive analysis on how 

forest contribute to the various SDGs with particular emphasis on the 10 closest related Goals. 

Continue the development of the SFM Toolbox. Since COFO23, FAO Forestry has continued to enhance the SFM toolbox by (i) developing and publishing 

ten new modules – eight in 2016 and two in 2017 (Community based forestry, Dryland forests and 

agrosylvopastoral systems, Forest genetic resources, Health benefits from forests, Forest and landscape 

restoration, Participatory approaches and tools in forestry, REDD+, Reducing deforestation, Reducing forest 

degradation, Wood energy, Mangrove Ecosystem Restoration and Management, Criteria & Indicators: A 

Tool to Enhance SFM, (ii) strengthening the gender aspects in the SFM Toolbox and (iii) conducting a user 

survey to inform an internal reflection note on opportunities to further improve the use of the toolbox.  

http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/1058662/27374847/1481636171467/Rio_13dec_ForestEcosystemRestoration_FINAL.pdf?token=DywME9mVOO1lkkIJqKVCk8Pnf1Y%3D
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/1058662/27374847/1481636171467/Rio_13dec_ForestEcosystemRestoration_FINAL.pdf?token=DywME9mVOO1lkkIJqKVCk8Pnf1Y%3D
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/HLPF/2016/5%20&Lang=E
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14738E_HLPF_2017_3_Note_Secretariat.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FAO.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FAO.pdf
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Help countries to implement the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda  

as they relate to forests. 

This very broad guidance covers several activities, practically everything done in the current biennium 

constitutes a major contribution in this regard. 

Continue to provide support to country members to estimate 

environmental and socio-economic contribution of the forest 

sector and to include SDGs in national forest planning and in 

design and implementation of public policies and 

programmes in the forest sector. 

In 2016, FAO launched the Forestry Paper “National Socioeconomic Surveys in Forestry” with a 

methodology for forest data collection through national household surveys. This work developed in 

collaboration with the World Bank-Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS), CIFOR, Institute Francais 

des relations Internationales and the PROFOR, the publication builds on the LSMS methodology and the 

experience from other socioeconomic surveys on forestry, such as the CIFOR Poverty and Environment, to 

develop survey modules that can be applied simultaneously or separately. 
Provide assistance to country members in the identification, 

development, implementation and assessment of climate 

change mitigation options in the forest sector in order to 

increase its contribution into the Intended Nationally 

Determined Contributions (INDC) 

FAO Forestry is publishing Module B.3 of the Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) Sourcebook on Climate 

Smart Forestry (http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3325e/i3325e00.htm).  This module investigates the role of 

forests and trees in climate-smart agriculture, including the food security of forest-dependent people. After 

the introduction (B3-2), section B3-3 addresses the interrelationship between climate change and forests; the 

practice of sustainable forest management; the risks posed by climate change to forests and forest-dependent 

people and the need for measures to adapt forests to climate change; the role of forests in mitigating climate 

change; and synergies and trade-offs in managing forests to mitigate and adapt to climate change. Section 

B3-4 examines ways of enhancing the contributions of forests and trees to food security and livelihoods; 

reducing the vulnerability and increasing the resilience of forests and people to climate change; and 

maximizing the sector’s role in mitigating climate change and maintaining food security. B3-5 looks at 

policy and management approaches for implementing climate-smart actions in the forest sector, and B3-6 

draws conclusions. 
Continue its leadership and collaboration in the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests. 
CPF has been very active in the reporting period and had 8 meetings and one Retreat to take action on the 

outcome of UNFF11 and recommendations of other governing bodies including COFO. As a result, CPF 

developed a new Policy Document and adopted its Rules of Procedure, reviewed its Joint Initiatives and 

decided in closing some while launched new ones. Of the current 9  Initiatives FAO leads or co-leads the 

Streamlining global forest-related reporting, the  Wangari Maathai Award (WMA), the Forest 

Communicators, and the Global Conference on Forests (SDG 15.2) and is a partner in the Landscape 

restoration, GFEP, GFIS, Finance, and the Policy learning initiative.  

The next presentation of the WMA is scheduled for late 2017. The Global Conference is a new initiative 

scheduled for early 2018 to provide a contribution through UNFF to the HLPF by: 

analysing current key drivers of deforestation and ways to address them, 

identifying key policy challenges to achieving the SDG target of halting deforestation, 
recommending ways forward, including key actions by countries and the international community. 

FAO also leads CPF’s work on developing a budgeted workplan aligned with the 4PoW of the UN Strategic 

Plan for Forests. The draft workplan has been presented to UNFF12 (http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/Working_Draft_CPF_Work_Plan_01052017.pdf) while the final document was 

invited to be presented to UNFF13. Members are invited to consider presenting it to their own governing 

bodies for appropriate action. 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3325e/i3325e00.htm
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Working_Draft_CPF_Work_Plan_01052017.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Working_Draft_CPF_Work_Plan_01052017.pdf


FO:NAFC/2017/2  5 

 

 

Continue providing support to countries to strengthen their 

capacities for integrating gender and youth matters into their 

national forestry planning processes, including in the design 

and implementation of forest policies and programmes. 

FAO produced in 2016 a practical field guide “how to mainstream gender in forestry” which is available in 

English, French and Spanish. The FAO Forestry Department is implementing a training on gender 

mainstreaming in forestry that is involving all forestry staff in HQ. The training sessions will be followed by 

coaching sessions to ensure that the knowledge acquired is indeed utilized in project formulation, 

implementation and monitoring. These efforts are expected to result in a significant improvement of gender 

mainstreaming in forestry activities at country level. 
To promote the work of the Advisory Panel on Forest 

Knowledge to produce recommendations for the re-design or 

update education and training programmes of forestry 

professionals. 

The Advisory Panel on Forest Education (APFK) met during COFO 23. With the help of an intern, it was 

agreed to set-up platform where broader attendance can be reached for effective communication. This 

initiative is currently on-hold due to the suspension of the internship programme of FAO.  

In general, APFK is suffering from a severe lack of financial support. 

Assist country members in their planning and 

implementation of restoration activities at national level in 

particular through activities of the FRL Mechanism. 

The FLR Mechanism collaborates closely with the US Forest Service and Natural Resources Canada, as 

members of the Global Partnership for Forest and Landscape Restoration. The USA's experience in FLR 

through its Bonn Challenge pledge to restore 15 million hectares of degraded land is providing lessons that 

can be shared with other countries committed to restoring such lands. Similarly, Canada's restoration 

experience, in particular through its support to the International Model Forest Network, is proving useful to 

be shared and help develop approaches through the FLR Mechanism. 
Seek further cooperation with partners to promote the 

restoration of degraded lands, in particular through direct 

involvement in global partnerships and initiatives, including 

the GPFLR, International Model Forest Network, and the 

Landscapes for People, Food and Nature initiative, as well as 

with the members of the Collaborative Partnership on 

Forests. 

The FLR Mechanism cooperated with the GPFLR and the International Model Forest Network to organize 

the 5th Mediterranean Forest Week (MFW) in Agadir, Morocco on 20-24 March 2017. The GPFLR and the 

Mediterranean Model Forest Network were members of the Organizing Committee of the 5th MFW. The 

main outcome of the Week was the commitment taken by nine Mediterranean countries to  improve Forest 

and Landscape Restoration (FLR), Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and biodiversity conservation efforts 

in the Mediterranean region through the establishment of a new regional Mediterranean initiative on FLR to 

support the achievement of the Bonn Challenge and Sustainable Development Goal 15. 
Engage in more cross-cutting and inter-departmental work, 

in particular through the relevant Major Areas of Work 

and/or Regional Initiatives defined under the FAO Strategic 

Framework, to support landscape approaches to achieve 

greater food security, poverty alleviation, climate change 

adaptation and mitigation, as well as the conservation and 

sustainable use of natural resources. 

Forestry has initiated an Inter-disciplinary Project on Mangrove Restoration for Fisheries, Storm Surge 

Abatement and Sustaining Livelihoods. Mangroves play a key role in reducing flooding due to storm surges 

associated with tsunamis, typhoons and hurricanes. Such storm abatement (attenuation) services by 

mangroves (and salt marshes) are critical to saving lives, livelihoods and infrastructure. There are a number 

of international activities that predict tsunami risk and mangrove distribution has been mapped globally, 

though not necessarily at spatial scales that allow for determining local degradation and suitability for 

restoration. A further issue is the importance of mangroves to fisheries and local livelihoods. This directed 

research will use data on mangrove distribution and loss, storm surge risk, fisheries value, and impacted 

livelihoods to identify areas in need of restoration scaled down to the national and local levels. The analysis 

will consider economic costs and returns on restoration benefits. 
 
The Forest and Farm Facility has published: Smallholder forest producer organizations in a changing 

climate. This is a review of the ways in which forest producer organizations in developing countries 
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contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation, including through forest conservation, sustainable 

biofuel production and capacity building. (2017; 24 pp.) 

Pursue active engagement with multilateral, bilateral and 

private sector resource partners, including the GEF, Green 

Climate Fund and multilateral and regional development 

banks, to enable FAO to increase its support to member 

countries for capacity development in intersectoral planning, 

institutional development and application of landscape 

approaches on the ground. 

FAO is accredited with the GCF as a grant-implementing entity for medium-sized projects (USD 50-250 

million), has signed the GCF Readiness Framework Agreement and is currently negotiating the 

Accreditation Master Agreement (AMA). FAO is actively engaged in supporting developing countries to 

access GCF financing to build their capacity for larger investments and sectoral transformation related to 

forestry and other land uses (inter-sectorally), notably on REDD+, forest restoration, adaptation, as well as 

resilience of forest ecosystems and forest-dependent communities.  

 

FAO also works closely with the World Bank and within a year has increased the number of projects, 

notably in Africa, on REDD+ readiness and implementation by delivering technical assistance to  deliver 

grants  from the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) readiness fund and the Forest Investment 

Program (FIP).   
Develop positive messages on the role and contributions on 

forests, especially on how forests contribute economically 

FAO has supported several outreach activities, notably the celebration of the International Day of Forests 

and prepared media products, including key messages, to support national actions. The FAO press release on 

Forest and Water generated 500 articles in the media. The video spot in 2016 and 2017 was aired by CNN, 

DW, Euronews, Antenne 24 and several national televisions. In 2017, the IDF website was viewed over 49 
000 times. More than 14 600 contributors send over 23 000 tweets to over 230 000 timelines. 

 

Support was provided in the reporting period to regional events including the Mediterranean Forest Week or 

more recently support is provided to the forthcoming sessions of the RFCs, including the European Forest 

Week. 

 


