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Executive Summary 

 This note has been prepared to inform the Near East Forestry and Rangelands Commission (NEFRC) 

 about FAO forestry activities, of interest to the region, which were carried out in 2015-2017. The 

 activities undertaken by countries in response to the requests and recommendations of the  

 Twenty-second Session of the Commission are summarized in the Annex. 

 Countries that submitted reports to the Secretariat are: Jordan, Lebanon, Libya and Qatar. 

 

I. FOREST POLICY AND RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 

1. The following are policy and resources development-related actions undertaken as a result of 

the Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the Near East Forestry and Range Commission (NEFRC) 

recommendations and other requests from the Near East and North Africa (NENA) countries.  

2. In response to the recommendations of the 22nd Session of the COFO in 2014, and in light of 

the increasing recognition of the role of forests in food security and nutrition, the 41st Session of the 

Committee on World Food Security (CFS) in 2014 requested the High-Level Panel of Experts on Food 

Security and Nutrition (HLPE) to conduct a study on “Sustainable Forestry for Food Security and 

Nutrition”. The study was conducted and the report of the HLPE has been officially launched on 27 

June 2017 as a major contribution to the 44th Session of the CFS in October 2017. Information on the 

report of the HLPE is presented separately in document FO:NEFRC/2017/3 

3. Following the recommendation of NEFRC 21st Session, and in accordance with the 

recommendation of the 22nd COFO Session in 2014, the Committee endorsed in its 23rd Session in 

2016, the establishment of a Working Group (WG) on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems. 
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Information on the WG is presented in document FO:NEFRC/2017/13. More details of its mandate, 

membership and activities is found in document COFO/2016/7.3 at the following link: 

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cofo/documents/en/    

4. In pursuant with NEFRC 22 recommendations to promote the adoption and use of NENA 

Criteria and Indicators (C&Is) for Sustainable Management of Forests and Rangelands (SFRM), FAO 

published a practical guide for applying and strengthening the use of the C&Is. The document, which 

focuses exclusively on the “WHAT” and the “HOW” to measure, was distributed to member countries 

to support their efforts in monitoring and reporting on the status of their forest and range resources 

using the set of sustainability indicators which were adopted by the NEFRC in its 22nd Session. The 

document and information on the NENA C&I process is found in: 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/ci/88504/en/.  

5. In response to NEFRC 22 recommendations to support countries in forest resource assessment 

and monitoring, FAO provided support through its field project for Iran, Lebanon, Sudan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Tunisia, Morocco and Uzbekistan in strengthening data collection on forest resources and 

in the use of Collect Earth to assess land use, land use/land cover change and provide a broader 

understanding of a robust and complete technique of land monitoring. In Sudan, series of trainings on 

National Forest Inventory (NFI) methodology, NFI data collection and Remote Sensing (RS) 

assessments were carried under the project UTF/SUD/079. 

6. In line with NEFRC 22 recommendations to mainstream gender in forestry work, FAO 

launched a new publication, ‘How to mainstream gender in forestry: a practical field guide’. The 

publication serves as a useful tool for assessing the gender aspects in forestry-related work and to form 

and integrate key gender-responsive actions. The document is accessible in the following 

link : http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6610e.pdf  

7. Following the recommendations of NEFRC 21, two meetings were held in Tunis on 3-4 and 

5 - 6 October, 2016 to revitalize the NENA regional Network on Forest Health and Invasive Species 

(NENFHIS) and the Network on Forest Wildlands Fires (NENFIRE). For each network, new 

coordinators and executive committees were designated with assigned roles and responsibilities and a 

two-year programme of work was developed. The meetings agreed on the mode of operation of each 

network and explored the ways of having fully functional networks, facilitating exchange of 

information between their members and encouraging/supporting the participation of the networks’ 

members in related regional and global events. 

8. In this regards, the NENFHIS organized a side event on “Improving forest health in the 

Mediterranean and Near East regions” at the 5th Mediterranean Forestry Week (5MFW) which was 

organized in Agadir, Morocco on 20 - 24 March 2017. Detailed information on the side event is found 

in the NENFHIS website at the following link: http://www.fao.org/forestry/51295/en/. FAO also 

supported the Secretariat of the NEFHIS to represent the network at the 125th Anniversary Congress of 

the International Union of Forest Research Organization, in Freiburg, Germany, in September 2017  

9. FAO continued its support to NENA countries in analyzing forest and rangelands governance 

systems and developing appropriate policy frameworks that would provide an enabling environment 

for the development of the forest and rangelands sector. In this regard, FAO is supporting the 

Government of Jordan through project TCP/JOR/3503 in the development of a national forest policy, 

the revision of forestry legislations and strengthening the capacities of the national forestry institution. 

10.  FAO is also supporting Lebanon through the Forest and Landscape Restoration Mechanism 

and the TCP/LEB/3503 in the establishment of an independent National Forest Fund (NFF) under the 

frame of Lebanon National Afforestation and Reforestation Programme (NARP) which aims at 

increasing the country forest cover from 13 to 20 percent by 2030. More detail on Lebanon NFF is 

found in following link: http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-

mechanism/activities/national/lebanon/en/. 

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cofo/documents/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/ci/88504/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6610e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/forestry/51295/en/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/activities/national/lebanon/en/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/activities/national/lebanon/en/
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11. Following the recommendation of the 21st session of NEFRC, the COFO recommended, at its 

22nd session in June 2014, that FAO undertake a global assessment of the extent and status of drylands 

forests, rangelands and agrosilvopastoral systems. As a follow-up to this recommendation, FAO with 

other partners undertook an assessment on the extent of the global drylands forests.  The outcomes of 

the assessment is presented in document FO:NEFRC/2017/13. More details are available at: 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/aridzone/88626/en/.  

12. Based on the Monitoring tool that was developed in conjunction with the FAO global 

guidelines for the restoration of degraded forests and landscapes an online platform “Dryland 

Restoration Initiative Platform (DRIP)” is being designed. The DRIP, which aim is to support the 

compilation and dissemination of restoration initiatives in drylands, was presented at the 5th 

Mediterranean Forest Week in Agadir: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6509e.pdf   

II. ACCESSING CLIMATE CHANGE FINANCE 

13. FAO continued its support to its member countries in accessing climate change funds.  

Following its accreditation by the GCF Board,  FAO allocated, in addition to its TCP facility funding, 

a USD 3 million to support country efforts for GCF project preparation in 2017. For this, FAO has set 

four criteria for GCF project design which includes; high technical quality, climate change focus and 

potential for transformational change; strong country ownership; co-financing options and strong 

justification for GCF funding; and demonstrated implementation capacity at FAO country office and 

its national implementing partners.  

14. FAO is actively engaged with NENA countries for the preparation of GCF project proposals.  

As part of the programmatic approach of the African Union Great Green Wall for the Sahel and 

Sahara Initiative , FAO supported Sudan and Mauritania for the preparation of concept notes for GCF, 

while a GCF project concept note for Algeria is under way. A request for a Project Preparation Fund 

for Sudan was submitted to the GCF Secretariat in April 2017. Both Sudan and Mauritania are 

advancing in the preparation of the GCF project document using FAO allocated funds. Other NENA 

GCF pipeline projects which are prepared with FAO support for 2017 include a project proposal for 

Jordan on water, energy and food security and a proposal for Tunisia on the Nexus of Climate Change 

and Agricultural Development in the Most Affected Areas in Tunisia. So far, only Morocco has 

managed to secure GCF funding for two project proposals, through a national accredited entity, of 

which one is related to forestry. More information on GCF funding is presented in document 

FO:NEFRC/2017/12. 

15. With support of FAO, Lebanon secured in 2016 GEF co-funding for an FAO implemented 

project GCP /LEB/027/SCF - Smart Adaptation of Forest Landscapes in Mountain Areas. The project 

aims at enhancing the resilience of vulnerable rural communities and their livelihoods in mountain 

areas through sustainable forest management.  

16. FAO supported Morocco in securing GEF co-funding for project GCP/MOR/046/GFF- 

Revitalising Oasis Agro-ecosystems through a sustainable, integrated and landscape approach in the 

Drâa-Tafilalet region. The overall objective of the project is to revitalize oasis agro-ecosystems in the 

Drâa-Tafilalet region to be productive, attractive, and healthy and to sustain and make more resilient 

the livelihoods of the local communities.  

17. The Government of Algeria, with support from FAO, submitted to the GEF Secretariat a 

Project Identification Form (PIF) for GEF co-financed project on “Rehabilitation and integrated 

sustainable development of Algerian cork oak forest production landscapes”. The project aims at 

sustainably managing, conserving and sustainably harvesting Algeria’s globally significant cork oak 

forest ecosystems. The PIF is endorsed by the GEF secretariat and recommended for the GEF council, 

the project document is expected to be finalized during 2017.  

http://www.fao.org/forestry/aridzone/88626/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6509e.pdf
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18. In Mauritania, official Government endorsement was secured for using the country GEF6 star 

allocation for a project on “Integrated ecosystem management programme for the sustainable human 

development in Mauritania”. FAO is working on the preparation of the Project Preparation Grant for 

submission to the GEF Secretariat. 

III. FOREST AND RANGE INFORMATION 

19. In Preparation for the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2020, 161 countries and 

territories nominated their National Correspondents for FRA 2020 and experts’ consultation meetings 

are been organized to define the scope of the assessment and agree on standards to ensure increased 

consistency and accuracy of reporting. FRA 2020 will focus on reducing the reporting burden by 

carefully considering the collected variables and indicators as well as their relevance. More 

information on FRA 2020 is available in the agenda paper FO: NEFRC/2017/4. 

20. The twelfth edition of the State of the World’s Forests (SOFO 2016) explored the challenges 

and opportunities represented by the complex interrelationship between forests, agriculture and 

sustainable development. It demonstrated that the sustainable management of both forests and 

agriculture, and their integration in land-use plans, is essential for achieving the Sustainable 

development Goals (SDGs), ensuring food security and tackling climate change. Noting that 

agriculture is still the major driver of deforestation globally, and agricultural, forestry and land policies 

are often at odds, SOFO 2016 showed that some countries have been able to reconcile the aspirations 

of the different sectors, increasing the agricultural productivity and food security of their populations 

while also halting and even reversing deforestation. The SOFO 2016 report can be accessed through 

the following link: http://www.fao.org/forestry/sofo/en/. 

21. The next edition of SOFO 2018 will show case of forest as an integral part of the new cross-

sectoral approach to the development outlined by the Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement on 

climate change, by providing evidence of the multiple contributions of forests to sustainable 

development and providing examples of and recommendations for forest pathways to sustainable 

development that benefit landscapes and livelihoods as well.  In addition to making the case for 

forests, SOFO 2018 aims to demonstrate how forest contributions for sustainable development can be 

strengthened to achieve the transformational change that is required to implement Agenda 2030. 

22. In view of the fact that NENA countries have very limited potentials in managing their forest 

resources for timber production and that their greatest potential lies in the development and 

valorization of non-wood forest products (NWFPs) and in response to the recommendations of the 

NEFRC 22, FAO carried out a regional study on the "Potentials of NWFPs for value chain 

development, value addition and development of NWFPs-based rural microenterprises in the NENA 

region". Case studies were conducted in Algeria, Tunisia, Sudan and Lebanon where 3 - 4 major 

NWFPs were identified in each country and their value chains were analysed. The studies revealed 

that NWFPs have significant contribution to the rural households’ income and to national economies 

and that forest-dependent communities still remain at destitute and get the least benefits from the 

commercialization of the NWFPs.  Published study reports can be accessed at the following links: 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6748e.pdf; 

https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5679/w

eb_I6506EN%20NWPF%20Lebanon%20Final.pdf; 

https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5760/w

eb_NWFP_Tunisia_08%20(0).pdf. 

23. FAO carried out two sub-regional studies, one for the Maghreb and the other for the Mashrig 

(Oriental) countries to assess the status of rangelands degradation in the NENA region, the challenges 

hindering the sustainable management of the range resources under the current mounted threats from 

human influences and climate change effects and how best the rangelands sub-sector can benefit from 

the countries’ efforts to implement the SDGs and the Paris Agreement on climate change. The 

outcome of the study is presented in document FO:NEFRC/2017/8. 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/sofo/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6748e.pdf
https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5679/web_I6506EN%20NWPF%20Lebanon%20Final.pdf
https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5679/web_I6506EN%20NWPF%20Lebanon%20Final.pdf
https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5760/web_NWFP_Tunisia_08%20(0).pdf
https://workspace.fao.org/form/pws/Lists/Publications%20Workflow%20System/Attachments/5760/web_NWFP_Tunisia_08%20(0).pdf
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24. FAO conducted a study in collaboration with the Algerian Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 

Development and Fisheries on the Acorn Couscous, a NWFP typical of Algeria and an example of the 

important contribution of the forest ecosystems to the food security of the rural populations since 

centuries. 

IV. REGIONAL AND INTER-REGIONAL COOPERATION 

A number of regional and global events were held during the 2016-2017 period. These include the 

following:  

25. The first inter-sessional meeting of the Bureau of the NEFRC was held in Rome on 26 June 

2014, during COFO 22. The meeting took stock of the progress made by FAO in the implementation 

of the recommendations of NEFRC 21. It also brainstormed on the priority areas (topics) to bring to 

the attention of the 22nd Session of NEFRC and agreed on tentative date and the venue of the second 

intersession meeting. 

26. Due to staff turnover at member countries where most NEFRC Bureau members were no 

longer in office, it was not possible to hold the second Bureau meeting. Instead a limited consultation 

was held in Beirut, Lebanon on 23 May 2017 and attended by the NEFRC Rapporteur (from Turkey), 

NEFRC Secretary and the Head of the Forestry Service in Lebanon (NEFRC 23 host country) in the 

presence of the Assistant FAO Representative in Lebanon. The meeting discussed the preparations for 

NEFRC 23 and reviewed the proposed agenda and the potential venues for the session meetings.    

27. The 5th MFW and the 22nd Session of the Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions-

Silva Mediterranea were organized in Agadir, Morocco, on 20-24 March 2017 around the theme of the 

restoration of Mediterranean forests and landscapes. The 5th MFW adopted Agadir Commitment 

towards forest and landscape restoration. Activities conducted under the auspices of the Committee on 

Mediterranean Forestry Questions, Silva Mediterranea, including the State of Mediterranean Forests, 

the Strategic Framework for Mediterranean Forests and the 5th MFW are reported separately in 

document FO:NEFRC/2017/11.  More information is also available at: www.med.forestweek.org. 

28. The Thirty-Third FAO Regional Conference for the Near East (NERC 33) was held at FAO 

headquarters in Rome, Italy, from 9 – 13 May 2016. An information note on the “Status of Near East 

forests; challenges and opportunities” (Document NERC/16/INF/7) was produced for the Conference. 

While addressing its recommendations to the FAO Conference, the Conference noted the 

recommendations of NEFRC 22 and requested FAO to develop a regional forestry and rangeland 

strategy for NENA.  

29. The 23rd Session of COFO and the 5th World Forest Week (WFW) were organized in Rome, 

Italy, on 18-22 July 2016. The Committee welcomed the work accomplished and the contributions of 

the Regional Forestry Commissions to COFO, and recognized the valuable role of the Commissions in 

helping to set priorities for the FAO programme in forestry. The Committee elected H. E. Minister 

Akram Chehayeb of Lebanon as Chairperson of the 24th Session of COFO.  The full report of COFO 

23 is available on the COFO website at: http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cofo/documents/en/  

30. On 23 January 2017, at a special session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) in New York, 

countries reached agreement on the first-ever UN Strategic Plan for Forests (UNSPF) with a target to 

expand the world’s forests by 120 million hectares by 2030. The Plan features a set of six Global 

Forest Goals and associated targets to be reached by 2030. More information on the UNSPF is 

presented in agenda paper FO:NEFRC/2017/7  

31. The 12th Session of the UNFF was held in New York on 1-5 May 2015. The outcomes of 

UNFF 12 are presented in document FO:NEFRC/2017/7.  

http://www.med.forestweek.org/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cofo/documents/en/
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V. FORESTRY FIELD PROGRAMMES 

Forestry field programmes in NENA countries continued during 2016-2017: 

32. FAO continued its support to Lebanon’s National Afforestation and Reforestation Programme 

(NARP), through the project TCP/LEB/3503 “Strengthening the Coordination of the National 

Afforestation and Reforestation Programme in Lebanon”. The project support included strengthening 

of the coordination capacities of the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) for the implementation of the 

NRAP, enhancing its outreach and resource mobilization capacities and building the field oversight 

capacities of its staff to monitor the Plan. 

33. FAO is also supporting Lebanon through project GCP/LEB/026/NOR for the establishment of 

a national forest seeds center. The national forest seed center is intended to support the implementation 

of the NARP by providing the public and private nurseries with high quality forest seeds that meets 

international seeds provision standards.  

34. FAO is supporting Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran) through project 

TCP/IRA/302 “Assistance to Strengthening the Resilience of Zagros Forests to Oak Decline and 

Caspian Forests to Boxwood Blight and Development of National Forest Monitoring System in The 

Islamic Republic of Iran”. In addition to the numerous assessment studies on the problems of the oak 

decline and the Boxwood bight and the development of a forest awareness and communication 

strategy, the project supported the development of two guideline documents; one for the prevention 

and control of the Boxwood blight disease in the Caspian region and the other on the management of 

the oak decline in the Zagros region. 

35. FAO also continued to support Iran under the project GCP/IRA/064/GFF “Rehabilitation of 

forest landscapes and degraded land with particular attention to saline soils and areas prone to wind 

erosion”. The project aims at: promoting participatory integrated sustainable land and forest 

management initiatives, at watershed level in two target provinces, for restoring the biodiversity and 

the capacity of degraded landscapes for enhancing sustainable livelihoods, food security and 

combating desertification.  

36. FAO is supporting Egypt and Sudan through an inter-regional project TCP/INT/3505 “Pilot 

support and capacity strengthening for a sustainable use of migratory birds and an integrated 

management of wetlands”. The project aims at: developing and implementing in selected pilot sites, 

methodologies and simple counting tools for participatory monitoring of the migratory waterbird 

resource; assessing and updating the management plans for the wetlands of international importance; 

and carrying out an estimate of the socio-economic importance of the use of waterbirds.   

VI. SUPPORT TO COUNTRY INITIATIVES 

NENA countries benefitted from FAO support for their ongoing or new initiatives during the reporting 

period: 

37. FAO signed a Technical Agreement (TA) with the Government of Sudan in October 2016 to 

execute the project UTF/SUD/079/SUD – “Support to the design of MRV system in the framework of 

REDD+ Readiness in Sudan. The expected outcome of the TA, which is financed by Forest Carbon 

Partnership Facility through the World Bank and implemented simultaneously with several other 

components of a bigger REDD+ readiness project, is that the Government of Sudan has the data and 

capacities to monitor, report and verify REDD+ activities. The TA support includes development and 

institutionalization of MRV Systems, conducting a national forest inventory, development of forest 

and land use assessment, update forest fire and desertification monitoring, development of Forest 

Reference Emission Level (FREL)/Forest Reference Level (FRL) and development of GHGi & 

Reporting process for the Agriculture, Forestry and other land use (AFOLU) sector. 
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38. FAO also signed an agreement with the government of Tunisia for the implementation of 

project UTF/TUN/040/TUN - "Support to the forest Department in preparing the implementation of 

the Integrated Landscape Management Project”, the objective of the project is to reinforce the 

contribution of forest sector to socioeconomic development of rural populations and the achievement 

of sustainable development goals in the context of climate change. 

39. FAO supported Tunisia in the implementation of project UTF/TUN/035/TUN – “Review of 

forest planning and management methodologies and local people reorganization, and elaboration of 

the Atlas of Forestry and Pastoral Seeds". The project undertook series of thematic studies and training 

workshops for building the capacities of forest engineers/technicians in the field of sustainable forest 

management with emphases on integrated and participatory management plans, Geographical 

Information Systems, forest fires prevention & management and strategic planning. 

40. UTF/SAU/039/SAU "Sustainable Management of the Natural Forests and Rangelands in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia" which was terminated in 2016 has resulted in strengthening the 

institutional capacity of the Natural Resource management Directorate of the MOA by assisting in the 

creation of a National Forest Development Centre, the development of a national rangelands strategy, 

the establishment of a GIS unit and a forest-range database aimed at providing decision makers and 

stakeholders with accurate information on the extent and status of the forest and range resources in the 

Kingdom. 

41. The new FAO-Saudi Unilateral Trust Fund Technical Cooperation Programme (2017-2018) 

has seven thematic clusters of which one is on enhanced capacity in sustainable utilization of 

agricultural natural resources which includes a forest and rangelands component. The aim of this 

component is to further consolidate the outcomes of project UTF/SAU/039/SAU in strengthening the 

sustainable management of rangelands and forest resources through a number of activities which 

includes: the rehabilitation/regeneration and sustainable management of forest and range plant genetic 

resources using best international management practices; establishing GIS based monitoring and 

reporting system for forest and rangeland resources; raising awareness on the ecological and 

socioeconomic importance of the resources; and developing appropriate measures to operationalize 

and enforce Independent Environmental Police legislation concerning forest resources exploitation.    

42. FAO supported Iran in addressing an emerging outbreak of Boxwood moth (Cydelima 

pesrpectalis). In addition to the technical and material support, FAO supported a study tour for a group 

of Iranian experts to Georgia who experienced a similar outbreak of the moth and have subsequently 

started to build their national control measures. Following the study tour, FAO also facilitated a visit 

to Iran for a Georgian scientist who is leading the Pest management activities in Georgia. The aim of 

this visit was to share the experiences of both countries on pheromone trapping and use of Bacillus 

thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) against Boxwood moth. 

43. FAO provided support to the Government of Algeria in strengthening the capacity of the 

forestry staff of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries by organizing in 

November 2016 a training of trainers’ workshop on forest invasive species and on the Guide to 

implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry. The training was attended by 26 participants 

from different departments of the Forestry Directorate.   

44. FAO signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Copenhagen for 

building the capacities of MOA staff in Lebanon on areas related to forest seeds identification, 

collection, handling and processing.  

45. FAO has collaborated with the Spanish Forest Service for capacity development and 

experience sharing with NENA countries. This included: i) the organization of a study tour to Spain 

for three Iranian experts in March 2017 that focused on the oak decline problem and the management 

of natural oak forests; ii) the organization of study tour in October to Spain for three Lebanese experts 

for experience sharing in the operationalization of a forest seed center and establishment of a national 
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forest seed provision system. An agreement is also under negotiation for building the capacities of the 

national focal points of the NENFIRE in the rea of forest fire management. 

46. FAO is stablishing collaboration with the National School of Forest (ENFI) in Morocco to 

build the capacities of the Forest Engineers and the Forest Guards in Lebanon in the areas of forest 

management and in planning and monitoring reforestation programmes.    

VII. Points for Consideration 

47. The commission may wish to invite  

Countries to: 

 Strengthen their national forest monitoring systems as a basis for informing their national 

policies/strategies and measures in line with their national developmental goals and their 

commitments under 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and Paris Agreement. 

 Mainstream their national forestry programme with ongoing processes and increase their 

efforts in resource mobilization including through new funding instruments under the Paris 

Agreement, SDGs and other processes.  

FAO to:  

 Strengthen countries capacities in forest and range resources assessment, in developing 

landscape restoration projects and in establishing sustainable forest and rangeland 

management systems to counter the increasing levels of forest and range resources 

degradation;  

 Support countries’ efforts in resource mobilization and in realizing their commitments towards 

MEAs. 

 Assist countries to better respond to emerging challenges paused by the outbreak of forest 

pests and diseases and climate change effect.  
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ANNEX  

NEFRC 22 Recommendations and country’s achievements 

Recommendations made by the Near East 

Forestry and Range Commission, 22nd session 

 

Activities linked to the recommendations 

 

Other activities1 

 

1. The Commission Suggested that countries 

formulate projects and programmes with a 

greater focus on climate change issues and with 

particular emphasis on adaptation due to its high 

relevance for forests and rangelands in the 

NENA region and to access multilateral 

funding. 

 With the assistance of FAO, Lebanon has 

two ongoing projects focusing on climate 

change adaptation; the FLRM phase two 

and the SALMA project. 

 The National Forest Seed Center of 

Lebanon, which is under establishment 

with FAO support, will focus on the 

provision of native tree, shrubs and 

rangeland plant seeds to be used in new 

reforestation and rangeland enrichment 

project. 

 Qatar has a number of projects addressing 

climate change, including though the 

rehabilitation of Mangroves forests on 

Qatar coastal areas, conservation and 

rehabilitation of endangered native plant 

species & Rehabilitation of “Raud 

 .using indigenous species ”الروض

 Egypt is putting great efforts in 

establishment of shelterbelts, windbreaks 

and promotion of agroforestry to enhance 

adaptation of agriculture to climate change.  

 Libya is implementing a nation-wide 

rangelands development project for the 

rangelands rehabilitation. The project 

focuses on climate adaptation by planting 

native drought tolerant range plant species.  

An additional project was also 

formulated with support from French 

Development Agency (AFD) with 

large scale reforestation components 

focusing on social and climate related 

issues. 

 

 

2. The Commission agreed to consider the 

proposed C&I for sustainable management of 

forest and rangelands as an umbrella framework 

and requested countries to undertake national 

consultations, given each country context, and 

recommended each country to identify those 

indicators that are already used at the national 

level, indicate potential indicators that could be 

applied as well as report on the results of testing 

their application in country selected pilot sites  

 Lebanon organized a national workshop on 

adopting the C&Is framework for 

sustainable forest and range management 

to the country context. The workshop was 

held as part of the Technical days of the 

Forest and Landscape Restoration 

Mechanism Project. 

 

 

 

3. The Commission encouraged countries to 

update their forest and rangelands policies and 

strategies, integrate them with other sectors, and 

demonstrate the economic and social 

contribution of forests and rangelands to 

national development and further recommended 

countries to strengthen the linkages of their 

policies and strategies with climate change and 

other emerging concerns2, in order to better 

 Lebanon has recently developed its 

National Forest Programme 2015-2025 and 

is updating the law relevant to Forests and 

Rangelands. 

 Lebanon has also enacted a National 

Reforestation and Afforestation 

Programme (NARP) that aims at increasing 

the country forest cover from 13% of its 

Number of countries are engaged in 

LDN targets setting, which brings 

rangelands and forestry development 

related issues to the forefront at 

country national agenda. 

 

  

 

                                                      

1 Any other activities led by the country of relevance to the subject recommendation  
2 Reference could be made to forestry in the country NDCs for UFCCC and/or in the national LDN goals for 

UNCCD 
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communicate and attract interest of decision 

makers, investors, and multilateral funds 

total area (currently) to 20% over a period 

of 20 years. 

 Jordan had developed a rangelands strategy 

that supports the revitalization of 

traditional rangelands management systems 

“Hima”.  

 Jordan is also developing, with support 

from FAO, a national forest policy and 

undertaking as well as a forest legislation 

revision. 

 Egypt is planning to prepare a new forest 

law. 
4. Recommended that member countries 

undertake measures for strengthening their 

national development efforts, including through 

the inclusive participation of local communities 

and reforms of policy and legal frameworks to 

create favourable conditions for private 

financing in the forest sector for small and large 

scale forest enterprises 

 Lebanon is developing a National Forest 

Fund through establishment of crowd 

funding platform to mobilize funds from 

private sector, Lebanese Diasporas and 

international donor for afforestation/ 

reforestation projects.  

. 

 

5. Recommended countries to share experiences 

and improve communication on forests, gender 

and youth initiatives to improve the 

understanding of these themes in the field of 

forests and rangelands and suggested the 

sensitization of local communities via forest 

extension and the creation of e-learning 

materials to improve forest education 

 Jordan has established  a specialized 

academy for training on the protection of 

nature and sustainable development under 

the auspicious of HRH Crown Prince 

Hussein; “Royal Academy for Nature 

Conservation”, which has a special visual 

and e-training/online awareness and 

training curriculum.  

 Through the EU funded “Agriculture and 

Rural Development Programme Project”, 

the approach of a global managed 

reforestation projects at local level showed 

good experience and message on 

reforestation and gender. 

 

6. The commission suggested that countries 

engage youth in country-level initiatives 

including on forest monitoring, inventories and 

the collection of data, and to create incentives 

for youth to participate in diversified forestry 

education programmes. 

 Lebanon, Libya and Jordan reported 

involvement of youth and schools in their 

reforestation projects annual tree planting 

programmes.  

 

 

 


