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PREPARATION OF THIS PAPER

This document is a compilation of data collected from UNDp1s publications,
donor , FAO sources and specialized economic publications. The data
shown are therefore not_pecessari1y complete but do give an indication of trends
and main fields of assistance to the fishery sector of developing countries.
Subjective allocations between groups of activities have sometimes had to be
made after a closer review of the objectives of multi-activity projects. The
period of analysis is 1978 to 1984 based on information available up to May 1984.

ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes data concerning foreign
assistance to the fisheries sector of develop­
ing countries from 1978 to 1984. The analysis
was carried out by type of activity assisted
by external donors, through technical or capi­
tal aid. Differences between regional alloca­
tion of aid and between the various donor
agencies and recipient countries were worked
out in detailed tables.
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PREFACE

Many developing countries do not presently have the physical capacities
nor tec~nical expertise to take advantage of the opportunities offered by
the natlonal control over waters. They lack the skills in many of the dif­
ferent disciplines that are required for the rational management and optimum
utilization of a resource. Many countries may also lack the resources of
c~pital or trained manpower required to establish new fishing fleets, proces­
slng plants and distribution chains. External aid is therefore often needed
to enhance such technical expertise, and to acquire funds for new vessels,
plants and associated infrastructure.

International and national development assistance agencies have responded
to this need by means of both technical assistance and capital aid projects.
The UNDP and other United Nations agencies, the World Bank, the regional
development banks, regional economic groups and the development aid agencies
of individual states have variously contributed to this response.

The present paper is an up-dating of a survey carried out from 1979 to
1981. As far as possible, the tabulated data is allowed to speak for itself;
an attempt has been made to keep the written text and commentary to a minimum.
Only the global tables are inserted in the text; the detailed tabulations are
placed in the Statistical Appendix. Interregional, regional and global projects
are this time included in the general tables.

The data were collected from questionnaires and other correspondence from
the donor agencies, supplemented by special inputs from UNDP's and FAO's own
data-collection systems,information provided by FAO's field project staff and
cross-checks and follow-ups of aid projects variously reported in the inter­
national fisheries press and elsewhere. In all, data regarding over 1 600
fisheries aid projects were collected and analysed. However, in view of the
fact that in some instances secondary sources of information were used, data on
bilateral assistance are not exhaustive.

The paper provides data on the external flow of aid to the fisheries sector
in developing countries by donors, regions, type of project and type of country.
A general summary of the data is given for the years 1974 to 19&4; the detailed
analyses relate to the period 1978 to 1984. For purposes of calculation, the
money allocated to each project has been apportioned to each year according to
the project duration.

The analysis attempts to distinguish between capital aid (projects providing
loans or direct capital inputs for vessel equipment, ports, infrastructures, etc.)
and technical assistance (advice and training in fisheries research, planning,
production, technology, processing, etc.). Whenever such a distinction was not
clearly identifiable, in terms of the financial aid channelled to one or the other,
the whole amount of the project cost has been classified under capital aid. Aid
provided by the UNDP and other UN agencies such as UNICEF, UNIDO, UNCDF, by the
World Bank and the regional development banks is classified as "multilateral
assistance". Aid provided by the development assistance agencies of individual
c.ountries is classified as "bilateral assistance". Data regarding EEC and OPEC
are reported separately. It should be noted that the survey did not extend to
technical, capital or other assistance provided to the fishery sectors of develop-

countries by private, commercial enterprises or under joint ventures.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL SUMMARY

The evidence available from the survey indicates that external aid to
the fisheries sector of developing countries - in absolute terms - rose to
US$ 475 million in 1983, representing a more than threefold increase over
1974 and 1975 (see Table 1). However, as shown in Table 2, which adjusts
the year by year data to a common 1978 value basis, using the ODA deflator,
the real increase in the flow of aid was lower, i.e., about 100 percent over
the ten-year period. The share of assistance to the fisheries sector in
total development aid has remained stable at 3 percent of total which to. 'glve a comparison, is also the fisheries average share in the GDP of devel-
oping countries.

Capital aid has increased its share in total assistance to fisheries
from 75 percent in 1974 to 80 percent in 1983, reflecting in particular sub­
stantial investment projects of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) in
Mexico, Brazil, Chile and Peru, and by Japan for port construction in
Indonesia and the Philippines.

Technical assistance increased relatively less, reaching a peak in 1979
and in 1982. While multilateral technical assistance remained stable at
1979 levels, increased interest by the European Community and bilateral donors,
especially Japan, were responsible for the peak of technical assistance in 1982.

Though bilateral capital aid has increased steadily through the period
1974-82, in absolute terms, its share in total capital aid has become less
important; in fact in 1982 multilateral capital aid outstripped bilateral
capital aid.

Global, interregional and regional assistance to the fisheries sector is
mainly channelled through FAO. While total interregional and regional assistance
is stable at about US$ 17 million, a sharp decrease in UNDP funds for inter­
regional or regional projects has to be noticed. Important regional projects
like the South China Sea Programme or the CECAF Programme are coming to an end
because of shortage of UNDP funding. Trust Fund projects by bilateral donors
channelled through FAO are counterbalancing this trend. An important regional
Trust Fund project is the "Integrated Small-Scale Fisheries Project in West
Africa" funded by Danish and Norwegian trust funds.

The further analysis which follows in this and other sections of the paper
concentrates on the years 1978 to 1984, for which more detailed data are available
permitting the more accurate identification of donors, sub-regions and objectives
of projects.

Table 4 presents the regional flow of fisheries assistance. Asia receives
almost 40 percent of the total, Africa 28 percent, Latin America about 20 percent,
Near East 9 percent, the balance is going to Oceania and the Caribbean. The
specific attention given to Asia is understandable, as fish represents in many
Asian countries more than 50 percent of animal protein supplies. Asia also
accounts for about two-thirds of the total fish catch by developing countries.
However, assistance going to Asian fisheries remained stable at the 1980 level,
while in Latin America, the Near East, and to a certain extent Africa, the amount
of assistance going into the fisheries sector increased sharply.
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Table 1

Concessionary Aid to Fisheries in Developing Countries
at current values (million US$)

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984~/

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 35.2 47.2 53.8 47.8 65.4 91.8 88.7 85.7 100.5 94.6 7Lf.9

Multilateral 9.9 16.8 17.4 17.1 25.9 38.0 39.5 37.2 39.6 37.6 29.0

EEC 0.0 0.5 1.3 2.0 4.1 4.8 5.7 8.0

OPEC 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.1

Bilateral 25.0 30.1 35.8 30.6 38.9 52.4 47.1 44.4 55.6 51.2 37.9

CAPITAL AID 104.4 89.4 111.9 115.6 136.2 207.4 262.9 317.7 368.6 380.6 328.5

Multilateral 80.4 47.4 58.0 55.7 50.2 79.3 112.6 137.8 174.5 193.1 189.1

EEC 0.9 1.0 1.4 1.4 1.5 4.1 6.5 11.6 7.9 9.8 13.8

OPEC 9.7 15.0 15.5 7.0 8.9 10.1 21. 7 17 .1 20.0 18.8 17.6

Bilateral 13.4 26.0 37.0 51.5 75.6 113.9 122.1 151.2 166.3 158.8 108.0

Total: 139.6 136.6 165.7 163.4 201.6 299.2 351.6 403.4 469.1 475.2 403.4

Table 2

Concessionary Aid to Fisheries in Developing Countries
in deflated 1978 US$ and annual variations(mi11ion US$)

191.4. .l.9.L2 .lll6. J.9:ll lllJi ll1.9. ll8.Q. 19.8.l. .l2Ji£ 1983

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 50.3 65.5 68.9 53.7 65.4 82.7 73.9 72.0 85.2 80.9

l'.nnual variation (%) +30 +5 -12 +22 +26 -11 -3 +18 -5

CAPITAL AID 149.2 124.1 JJ13.3 129.9 136.2 186.8 219.1 267.0 312.Lf 325.3

Annual variation (%) -17 +15 -10 +5 +37 +17 +22 +17 +4

Total: 199.5 189.6 212.2 183.6 201.6 269.5 293.5 339.0 397.6 406.2

Annual variation (%) -5 +12 -13 +10 +3Lf +9 +16 +17 +2

~/ prelimInary
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Table 3

Global, Interregional and Regional Assistance to
the Fisheries Sector (US$'OOO) 1978-84

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 198Lr~/

TECHNICAL AID 7 850 12 763 16 672 17 876 16 819 17 420 14 101

Multilateral 6 686 10 359 14 170 14 595 13 624 13 480 11 361
EEC 0 0 350 1 000 1 100 2 240 1 850
OPEC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bilateral 1 164 2 404 2 152 2 281 2 095 1 700 890

CAl'ITAL AID 0 45 Lr5 4S 45 0 0
Multilateral 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
EEC 0 45 45 Lf5 45 0 0
OPEC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bilateral 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Aid: 7 8S0 12 808 16 717 17 921 16 864 17 420 14 101

Table Lf

Total Assistance to the Fisheries Sector by region (US$'OOO)

Africa Asia Latin
Oceania Near CaribbeanAmerica East

1978 Sl 219 98 469 29 108 3 453 13 127 3 519

1979 75 576 146 571 41 803 7 965 18 807 Lf 627

1980 81 653 173 573 56 140 7 886 21 380 Lf 761

1981 102 119 176 610 59 193 9 S48 42 265 6 722

1982 120 701 178 499 101 036 12 267 4Lf 799 6 003

1983 134 804 177 071 93 130 12 637 44 896 7 288

1984~/ 100 779 ISO 182 82 516 11 176 Lf6 094 6 Lf62

a/ preliminary
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In Tables 5 and 6 the aid figures are compared with different population
densities and the number of fishermen in the various regions.

Table 5

Total fisheries assistance per 1 000 inhabitants by region
(excluding China) CUSS)

Africa Asia Latin
Oceania Near

CaribbeanAmerica East

1978 155 83 84 691 50 117
1979 206 121 118 1. 594 69 152
1980 216 140 15Lr 1 578 76 15Lr

1981 262 140 159 1 910 147 214

1982 300 137 265 2 455 151 189

1983 326 133 238 2 477 147 226
1984E./ 238 112 207 2 191 148 197

Oceania is receiving more aid~ caput than the other regions which perhaps
reflects the primary importance of the fishing industry in some of the countries
of the region as well as the relatively small population of these islands.

Table 6

Total assistance to the fisheries sector
per fisherman, by region (US$)

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984~/

Africa Asia
Latin

Oceania
Near

Caribbean. " America East

34 18 40 38 55 47

50 27 58 97 80 61

54 32 78 88 96 63

68 33 83 114 203 89

80 33 139 135 188 80

80 33 128 139 188 97

67 28 113 123 194 86

This table shows that the Near East receives relatively more aid for each
fisherman than the other regions. The figures for Asia reflect the very large
number of fishermen in the region.

Further detailed breakdo\Vlls of aid flows regionally and sub-regionally may
be found in Chapter 5 and in the Statistical Appendix.

!!.,I preliminary










































































































