
 

1983 

FAO SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS 

CARAN Alec 1 

FISHING AREA 51 
(W. Indian Ocean) 

 Alectis indicus (Rüppell, 1830) 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC NAMES STILL IN USE: None 

 
FAO : En - Indian threadfish  
 Fr  - Cordonnier plume  
 Sp - Pámpano Indico 

NATIONAL: 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: 

Body deep, becoming more elongate with growth, 
and very compressed. Profile of nape and head somewhat 
angular; suborbital depth relatively broad, contained 0.8 
to 1.0 times in upper jaw length; upper jaw ending   
slightly before eye (to below anterior margin of eye in 
young); both jaws with bands of villiform teeth, becoming 
obsolete with age; gillrakers (excluding rudiments) 8 to 11 
upper, 21 to 26 lower and 29 to 37 total on first gill arch. 
Dorsal fin with 6 short spines (embedded and not apparent 
at about 17 cm fork length followed by 1 spine and 18 to 
20 soft rays; anal fin with 2 spines (embedded and not 
apparent with growth) followed by 1 spine and 15 to 17 
soft rays; anterior soft rays of dorsal and anal fins 
extremely long and filamentous in young; pectoral fins 
falcate, longer than, head; pelvic fins elongate in young. 
Lateral line anteriorly with a strong and moderately long 
arch, its posterior (straight) part with 6 plus 11 scutes; 
body superficially naked, scales minute and embedded 
where present. Vertebrae 10 + 14; supraoccipital and 
distal ends of predorsal bones hyperossified and enlarged 
distally in specimens larger than 25 cm fork length. 

 

(young) 

FAMILY: CARANGIDAE 

VERNACULAR NAMES:

click for previous page



 

Colour: mostly silvery with a dusky green tinge dorsally; juveniles with dark bars on body; second dorsal fin  
pale with leading edges and tips of rays dusky; anal fin pale yellow and caudal fin dusky green. 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA: 

Alectis ciliaris: profile of head broadly rounded 
(somewhat angular in A. indicus); suborbital depth rela-
tively narrow, contained 1.7 to 3.0 times in upper jaw 
length (versus 0.8 to 1.0 times in A. indicus) and fewer 
lower limb gillrakers, 12 to 17 (versus 21 to 26 in A. 
indicus). 

Ulua mentalis: gillrakers extremely long and pro-
jecting into mouth along sides of tongue; and many more 
lower limb gillrakers, 51 to 61. 

Uraspis species: tongue, roof and floor of mouth 
white, the rest black; anterior soft rays of dorsal and     
anal fins not extemely long arid filamentous in young. 

 
Alectis ciliaris Alectis indicus 

SIZE: 

Maximum: reported size 150 cm total length; South 
African spearfishing record 21.4 kg. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR: 

Generally present in coastal waters throughout the 
Western Indian Ocean, including the Malagasy Republic. 
Also occurs in coastal waters of the Eastern Indian and 
Western Pacific Oceans eastward to Australia, Papua New 
Guinea and Ryukyu Islands; literature records of the 
species from Hawaii are erroneous. 

Adults are reported to concentrate in large shoals  
and are wide ranging in tropical coastal waters including 
reef areas; juveniles are solitary and often enter estua- 
ries.  

Uraspis 

 
Ulua mentalis 

The diet consists of a wide range of fish, small squid 
and crustaceans. 

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS: 

Coastal waters throughout its range. 

CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION: 

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. 

Adults are mainly taken on hook and line, especially 
on light tackle. Are interesting sports fish. Juveniles are 
often taken in beach seines. 

Marketed mostly fresh and dried salted. 
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FAMILY: CARANGIDAE FISHING AREA 51 
(W. Indian Ocean) 

 Alectis ciliaris (Bloch, 1788) 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC NAMES STILL IN USE : Atlantic Ocean: Alectis crinitus (Mitchill, 1826) or Blepharis 
crinitus (Mitchill, 1826); Hawaii: Carangoides ajax Snyder, 1904 

 

VERNACULAR NAMES:   
FAO :                En - African pompano 

Fr - Cordonnier fil 
Sp - Pámpana de hebra 

NATIONAL: 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: 

Body deep, becoming more elongate with growth, 
and very compressed. Profile of nape and head broadly 
rounded; suborbital depth relatively narrow, contained   
1.7 to 3.0 times in upper jaw length; upper jaw extends to 
below middle to posterior third of eye; both jaws with 
bands of villiform teeth, becoming obsolete with age; 
gillrakers (excluding rudiments) 4 to 6 upper, 12 to 17 
lower and 18 to 22 total on first gill arch. Dorsal fin    
with 7 short spines (embedded and not apparent at about 
17 cm fork length followed by 1 spine and 18 to 20 soft 
rays; anal fin with 2 spines (embedded and not. apparent 
with growth) followed by I spine and 15 to 17 soft rays; 
anterior soft rays of dorsal and anal fins extremely long 
and filamentous in young; pectoral fins falcate, longer  
than head; pelvic fins elongate in young. Lateral line                    standard length  
anteriorly with a strong and moderately long arch, its 
posterior (straight) part with 12 to 30 scutes; body.  
superficially naked, scales minute and embedded where 
present. Vertebrae 10 + 14; no hyperostosis. 

 young of 13 cm



 

Colour: mostly silvery with a light metallic bluish tinge on upper third of body and head; juveniles with 5 
chevron-shaped dark bars on body, and a black blotch at base of 3rd to 6th soft dorsal fin rays, filaments black 
distally. 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA: 

Alectis indicus: profile of head somewhat 
angular (broadly rounded in A. ciliaris); suborbital 
depth relatively broad, contained 0.8 to 1.0 times in 
upper jaw length (versus 1.7 to 3.0 times) and more 
lower limb gillrakers, 21 to 26 (versus 12 to 17). 

Ulua mentalis: gillrakers extremely long and 
projecting into mouth along sides of tongue; and 
many more lower limb gillrakers, 51 to 61. 

Uraspis species: tongue, roof and floor of 
mouth white, the rest black; anterior soft rays of 
dorsal and anal fins not extemely long and filamen-
tous in young. 

  
Alectis indicus Alectis ciliaris 

SIZE: 

Maximum: reliable data not available; pos-
sibly attains 130 to 150 cm total length, common to 
100 cm fork length. Largest specimen examined  
109 cm fork length, 16.5 kg. World angling record 
18.8 kg. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR: 

Generally distributed throughout the area, but 
apparently unknown from the "Gulf". Circum- 
tropical in marine waters. 

Adults are usually solitary and frequent shal-
low coastal waters to about 100 m depth; young 
usually pelagic and drifting. 

The diet consists of slow-swimming or seden-
tary crustaceans; small crabs and occasionally  
small fish sometimes eaten. 

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS 

Coastal waters throughout its range. 

CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION: 

Separate statistics are not reported for this 
species. 

Adults are mainly taken on hook and line, 
especially on light tackle. An interesting sports 
fish. Juveniles are often taken in beach seines. 

Marketed mostly fresh and dried salted. 

 

Ulua mentalis 

 
Urasis 
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FAO SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS 

FAMILY: CARANGIDAE  FISHING AREA 51 
(W. Indian Ocean) 

 Alepes djedaba (Forsskål, 1775)* 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC NAMES STILL IN USE : Atule djedaba (Forsskål, 1775)  
 Caranx djedaba (Forsskål, 1775) 

VERNACULAR NAMES:   
FAO :                En - Shrimp scad 

Fr - Sélar subari 
Sp - Jurel subarí 

NATIONAL: 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: 

Body oblong, compressed, with dorsal and ventral profiles almost evenly convex; snout pointed. Eye 
diameter about equal to snout length, with adipose eyelid well developed on posterior half of eye only; end of 
upper jaw slightly concave posteriorly, with supramaxilla relatively large and an anterior spinelike extension; both 
jaws with a single row of numerous, comblike teeth; gillrakers including rudiments 10 to 14 upper, 27 to 33 lower 
and 38 to 47 total on first gill arch. Shoulder girdle (cleithrum) margin smooth, without papillae. Two separate 
orsal fins, the first with 8 spines, the second with 1 spine and 23 to 25 soft rays; anal fin with 2 detached spines 
followed by 1 spine and 18 to 20 soft rays; spinous dorsal fin moderately high, longest spine height about equal to 
length of soft dorsal-fin lobe; ultimate ray of dorsal and anal fins about 1.3 to 1.5 times the length of penultimate 
ray. Lateral line strongly arched anteriorly, with junction of curved and straight parts below second dorsal fin 
between origin and third soft ray; chord of curved part of lateral line contained 2.0 to 2.6 times in straight part (to 
caudal base); scales in curved part of lateral line 31 to 36; 0 to 3 scutes in curved part; straight part with 0 to 2 
scales and 39 to 51 scutes; total scales and scutes in lateral line (excluding caudal scales 77 to 85. Vertebrae 
10+14. 

 

*This name has frequently been misspelled "A. dieddaba" 



 

Colour: in life, greyish-green above, silvery to white below; a distinct black blotch on margin of opercle, 
bordered above by a smaller white spot. Spinous dorsal fin pale to dark dusky; dorsal-fin lobe dusky, pale distally. 
Caudal fin yellowish, except upper lobe often dusky to black distally; other fins pale. 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA: 

Alepes vari: scutes in straight part of lateral line 
smaller and usually more numerous, 48 to 69 (versus 39 to 
51 in A. djedaba); total gillrakers on first arch 32 to 38 
(versus 38 to 47); and ultimate and penultimate rays of 
dorsal and anal fins of equal length (ultimate ray about 
1.3 to 1.5 times longer than penultimate ray in adult A. 
djedaba). 

A. melanoptera: interradial membranes of spinous 
dorsal fin jet black; total gillrakers on first arch 24 to 30; 
and upper jaw with supramaxilla small and without ante-
rior spinelike projection (supramaxilla relatively large and 
with anterior spinelike projection in A. djedaba). 

Atule mate: fleshy adipose eyelid completely 
covering eye except for a vertical slit centred on pupil 
(adipose eyelid well developed on posterior half of eye 
only in A. djedaba);junction of curved and straight parts 
of lateral line more posteriorly positioned, below 6th to 
8th soft dorsal-fin ray (versus below second dorsal-fin 
origin to 3rd soft ray); and lateral line ratio (chord of 
curved part of lateral line into straight part) smaller, 1.0  
to 1.4 (2.0 to 2.6 in A. djedaba). 

"Caranx" para: ventral profile of body distinctly 
more convex than dorsal profile; upper lobe of caudal fin 
longer than lower lobe in large adults; and upper jaw 
anteriorly with two irregular rows of short conical teeth, 
posteriorly inner surface of jaw paved with blunt teeth 
(versus a single row of numerous, comblike teeth). 

SIZE: 

Maximum: Largest specimen examined 29 cm fork 
length; seldom exceeds 25 cm fork length. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR: 

Occurs throughout the Western Indian Ocean, but appears    
to have a restricted distribution in the Western Pacific Ocean 
where it is known only from Sumatra, Thailand, the Philippines 
and Taiwan (Province of China). Also occurs in the eastern part 
of the Mediterranean Sea (coasts of Israel, Lebanon and Egypt); 
a recent immigrant from the Red Sea via the Suez Canal. 

 Rather common near inshore reefs, even in moderately 
turbid water, often forming large schools. Sexual maturity is 
attained by about 17 cm fork length. 

The diet consists primarily of invertebrates, shrimps, cope- 
pods and larvae of decapod crustaceans; at larger sizes also 
feeds on small fish. 

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS: 

Coastal waters throughout its range.  

CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION: 

Separate statistics are riot reported for this species. 

Caught mainly on hook and line 

Marketed fresh and dried salted 

Alepes djedaba 

 

Alepes djedaba 

A. melanoptera 

Alepes 

Alepes vari 

“Caranx” para 

Atule 
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 FAMILY: CARANGIDAE  FISHING AREA 51 
(W. Indian Ocean) 

Aleges melanoptera Swainson, 1839 

 OTHER SCIENTIFIC NAMES STILL IN USE: Caram malam (Bleeker, 1851) 
Alepes malam (Bleeker, 1851) 
Caranx nigripinnis Day, 1876 
Caranx pectoralis Chan, 1968 

VERNACULAR NAMES:   
FAO :                 En - Blackfin scad 

Fr - Sélar aile noire 
Sp - Jurel alinegro 

NATIONAL: 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: 

Body oblong, compressed, with dorsal and ventral profiles almost evenly convex; snout bluntly rounded. Eye 
diameter about equal to snout length, with adipose eyelid well developed on posterior half of eye only; end of 
upper jaw narrowly rounded, with supramaxilla relatively small and without an anterior spinelike extension; both 
jaws with a single row of numerous, comblike teeth; Gillrakers (including rudiments) 7 to 9 upper, 17 to 24 lower 
and 24 to 30 total on first gill arch. Shoulder girdle (cleithrum) margin smooth, without papillae. Two separate 
dorsal fins, the first with 8 spines, the second with 1 spine and 23 to 26 soft rays; anal fin with 2 detached spines 
Followed by 1 spine and 18 to 21 soft rays; spinous dorsal fin moderately high, longest spine height about equal to 
length of soft dorsal-fin lobe; ultimate and penultimate rays of dorsal and anal fins of equal length. Lateral line 
strongly arched anteriorly, with junction of curved and straight parts below second dorsal fin between origin and 
third soft ray; chord of curved part of lateral line contained 2.3 to 2.7 times in straight part (to caudal base);   
scales in curved part of lateral line 31 to 50; 0 to 2 soutes in curved part; straight part with 0 to 4 scales and 49 to 
a9 routes; total scales and soutes in lateral line (excluding caudal scales) 95 to 114. Vertebrae 10 + 14. 

Colour: in life, grey-blue above, silvery to white below; a diffuse dusky blotch on margin of opercle, not 
bordered above by a white spot. Spinous dorsal fin jet-black; second dorsal; fin greyish, lobe pale distally. Caudal 
fin dusky yellow, with darker trailing edges, other fins pale. 



 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA: 

Alepes djedaba and A. vari: interradial mem-
branes of spinous dorsal fin transparent to dark 
dusky (jet-black in A. melanoptera); total gillrakers 
on first arch 32 to 47 (versus 24 to 30); and upper 
jaw with supramaxilla relatively large and with 
anterior spinelike projection (supramaxilla small and 
without an anterior projection in A. melanoptera). 

Atule mate: fleshy adipose eyelid completely 
covering eye except for a vertical slit centred on 
pupil (adipose eyelid well developed on posterior  
half of eye only in A. melanoptera); junction of 
curved and straight parts of lateral line more pos-
teriorly positioned, below 6th to 8th soft dorsal-fin  
ray (versus below second dorsal-fin origin to 3rd soft 
ray); upper jaw with supramaxilla relatively large  
and with anterior spinelike projection; and inter- 
radial membranes of spinous dorsal fin transparent 
to dark dusky. 

 

"Caranx" para: ventral profile of body dis-
tinctly more convex than dorsal profile; total 
gillrakers on first arch 38 to 44 (versus 24 to 30 in   
A. melanoptera); straight part of lateral line with 
35 to 45 scutes (versus 49 to 69 scutes); and upper Atule  
jaw with supramaxilla relatively large and with 
anterior spinelike projection. 

SIZE:  

A small species, largest specimen examined 
21 cm fork length. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR: 

In the Western Indian Ocean, known only from the "Gulf" 
eastward to Sri Lanka. Elsewhere in the Indo-West Pacific  
known from the Gulf of Thailand and Indonesia. Apparently 
replaced in Australia by a closely related species which has a 
pale spinous dorsal fin. 

An inshore species. 

Feeds primarily on small invertebrates, shrimp, copepods, 
etc. 

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS: 

Inshore waters throughout its range. 

CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION: 

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.  

Caught mainly on hook and line. 

Marketed mostly fresh and dried salted. 

Alepes melanoptera 

Alepes djedaba 

"Caranx" para 

upper jaw

Alepes
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FAMILY: CARANGIDAE FISHING AREA 51 
(W. Indian Ocean) 

Alepes vari (Cuvier, 1833) 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC NAMES STILL IN USE: Caranx macrurus (Bleeker, 1852) 
Alepes macrurus (Bleeker, 1852) 
Alepes glabra Fowler, 1904) 

VERNACULAR NAMES: 

FAO : En - Herring scad  
 Fr  - Sélar harengule  
 Sp - Jurel arenque 

NATIONAL: 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: 

Body oblong, compressed, with dorsal and ventral profiles almost evenly convex; snout pointed. Eye   
diameter about equal to snout length, with adipose eyelid well developed on posterior half of eye only; end of 
upper jaw nearly straight posteriorly with supramaxilla relatively large and with an anterior spinelike extension; 
both jaws with a single row of numerous, comblike teeth; gillrakers (includin rudiments) 9 to 12 upper, 23 to 26 
lower and 32 to 38 total on first gill arch. Shoulder girdle cleithrum margin smooth, without papillae. Two    
separate dorsal fins, the first with 8 spines, the second with 1 spine and 24 to 27 soft rays; anal fin with 2  
detached spines followed by 1 spine and 20 to 23 soft rays; spinous dorsal fin moderately high, longest spine height 
about equal to length of soft dorsal-fin lobe; ultimate and penultimate rays of dorsal and anal fins about of equal 
length. Lateral line strongly arched anteriorly, with junction of curved and straight parts below second dorsal fin 
between origin and third soft ray; chord of curved part of lateral line contained 1.9 to 2.5 times in straight part (to 
caudal base); scales in curved part of lateral line 42 to 50; 0 to 2 scutes in curved part: straight part with 0 to 7 
scales and 48 to 69 scutes; total scales and scutes in lateral line (excluding caudal scales, 86 to 119. Vertebrae  
10 + 14. 

Colour: in life, ash blue above, silvery to white below; a diffuse dusky blotch on margin of opercle, not 
bordered above by a white spot. Spinous dorsal fin pale to dark dusky; second dorsal fin, anal and caudal fins 
dusky. Mature males develop black pigmentation in spinous dorsal fin, lobes of soft dorsal and anal fins and in 
pelvic fins that is lacking in females. 



 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA: 

Alepes djedaba: scutes in straight part of 
lateral line larger and usually less numerous, 39 to 
51 (versus 48 to 69 in A. vari); total gillrakers on 
first arch 38 to 47 (versus 32 to 38); and ultimate 
ray of dorsal and anal fins about 1.3 to 1.5 times the 
length of penultimate ray in adults (ultimate and 
penultimate rays of equal length in A. vari). 

A. melanoptera: interradial membranes of 
spinous dorsal fin jet black; total gillrakers on first 
arch 24 to 30; and upper jaw with supramaxilla  
small and without anterior spinelike projection 
(supramaxilla relatively large and with anterior 
spinelike projection in A. vari). 

Atule mate: fleshy adipose eyelid completely 
covering eye except for a vertical slit centred on 
pupil (adipose eyelid well developed on posterior 
half of eye only in A. vari); junction of curved and 
straight parts of lateral line more posteriorly posi-
tioned, below 6th to 8th soft dorsal-fin ray (versus 
below second dorsal-fin origin to 3rd soft ray); and 
lateral line ratio (chord of curved part of lateral    
line into straight part) smaller, 1.0 to 1.4 (1.9 to 2.5 
in A. vari). 

"Caranx" para: ventral profile of body dis-  
tinctly more convex than dorsal profile; upper lobe  
of caudal fin distinctly longer than lower lobe in  
large adults; and upper jaw anteriorly with two 
irregular rows of short conical teeth, posteriorly  
inner surface of jaw paved with blunt teeth (versus a 
single row of numerous, comblike teeth). 

SIZE: 

 
Alepes djedaba 

 

Alepes vari 

 

Alepes vari 

A. melanoptera 

A relatively large species, commonly attaining 
30 cm fork length; largest specimen examined 46 cm 
fork length, 56 cm total length. "Caranx" para 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR: 

In the Western Indian Ocean apparently confined to coas-
tal waters from the Red Sea to Sri Lanka. Elsewhere in the  
Indo-West Pacific known from the east coast of India, Bay of 
Bengal, Gulf of Thailand, Taiwan Island and Okinawa. 

Common in shallow coastal waters where it oftens swims 
near the surface. 

Feeds primarily on shrimp, copepods, decapod crustaceans 
and small fish. 

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS:  

Coastal waters throughout its range.  

CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION: 

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.  

Caught mainly on hook and line. 

Marketed fresh and dried salted. 

 

upper jaw

click for next page
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