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NEAR EAST FORESTRY COMMISSION
NINETEENTH SESSION
NEAR EAST FORESTRY WEEK
HAMMAMET, TUNISIA
5 – 9 APRIL 2010
Forests and range: adapting to global changes for sustainable development

INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE SESSION

1.

The Nineteenth Session of the Near East Forestry Commission (NEFC) was held in Hammamet,

Tunisia, from 5 to 9 April 2010 at the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of Tunisia.
The session was attended by 36 representatives from 18 member countries and one observer country.
Fifteen representatives of eight observer organizations also attended. Appendix B provides a full list of
participants. The session was conducted in English and Arabic.

2.

The Commission session was held together with the first Near East Forestry Week (NEFW)

under the common theme of “Forests and range: Adapting to global changes for sustainable
development”. The rationale behind the NEFW theme was to contextualize the important contribution
of forests and range in reducing poverty, hunger and malnutrition in the Near East region and to reemphasize to policymakers the significance of forests and range in national economies and their
potential as viable sectors for the livelihood improvement of their populations.

3.

Mr. Eduardo Rojas-Briales, Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department, represented the

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Mr. Mohamed Saket, Senior
Forestry Officer, FAO Regional Office for the Near East, Cairo, served as Secretary of the NEFC
session.

4.

Mr. Erdogan Sirin, Turkey, acting Chair of the Eighteenth Session of the Commission, opened

the session and welcomed the participants.

5.

The Honourable Minister for Agriculture of the Republic of Iraq, His Excellency Akram Mousa

Hadi Al-Hakim, spoke of his country’s efforts to improve agriculture and forest management and to
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combat desertification, and expressed the hope that the work of the Commission would reinforce his
country’s efforts.
6.

The Honourable Federal Minister for Animal Resources and Fisheries, Republic of Sudan, His

Excellency Faisal Hassan Ibrahim, expressed support for an expanded mandate of the Commission to
include rangelands and highlighted the activities of Sudan’s Green Renaissance Network.

7.

Mr. Rojas-Briales delivered a statement on behalf of the Director-General of FAO and its

Forestry Department. Referring to the topic of the session, he highlighted the need to adapt the
forestry sector to address new challenges, including those of climate change and the achievement of
sustainable development. He hoped the Near East Forestry Week would help raise the profile of
forests in the region. The proposed change in the mandate of the Commission would allow it to make
links between the management of forests and rangelands in the region.

8.

Mr. Ahmed Ridha El Fekih Salem, Director-General of Forests, Republic of Tunisia, delivered

the opening keynote address on behalf of the Honourable Minister for Agriculture, Water Resources
and Fisheries of the Republic of Tunisia, His Excellency Abdessalam Mansour. He described how
Tunisia has developed several new national strategies and amended legislation relevant to forests,
intensified efforts to address social dimensions of forests, and expanded its forest monitoring
programmes. Tunisia supports the Commission, recognizing it as an ideal forum for discussing
forestry issues in the region.

9.

The 19th Session of the Commission was declared officially open.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 2)

10.

The Agenda (Appendix A) was adopted. The documents considered by the Commission are

listed in Appendix C

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 3)

11.

In accordance with the provisions of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission elected a Chair,

two Vice-Chairs and one Rapporteur. The composition of the Bureau is as follows:

Chair:

Mr. Ahmed Ridha Fekih (Tunisia)
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Vice-Chairpersons:
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Mr. Chadi Mohanna (Lebanon)
Mr. Alisher Shukurov (Uzbekistan)

Rapporteur:

Mr. Melaku Taddese (Ethiopia)

FOLLOW-UP ON REQUESTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 18th SESSION OF THE
COMMISSION (Item 4)

(i) Amendment of the name and mandate of the Near East Forestry Commission to the Near
East Forestry and Range Commission

12.

The Commission endorsed the proposed amendment of the name of the Commission and of

Article I of its Statutes to read as follows (changes underlined): The functions of the Near East
Forestry and Range Commission shall be to advise on the formulation of management policy of
forests, trees, range and their products, and to review and coordinate its implementation at the national
and regional levels; to exchange views and experiences and, generally, through special subsidiary
bodies, advise on suitable practices and action in regard to technical problems and make appropriate
recommendations in relation to the foregoing. The Commission shall examine the widening gap
between present trends and the potential of forests and rangelands. It shall identify the threats to
forests and rangelands and recommend possible actions. The outcomes of the Commission reflect the
views of its members and their will to work together towards common goals

(ii)

Secretariat report on actions taken on the requests and recommendations of the 18th

Session of the Commission

13.

The Secretariat presented an overview of FAO forestry activities in the region over the past two

years. The Commission appreciated the follow-up actions taken by FAO on the recommendations and
requests addressed to it by its last session.

14.

The Commission noted with concern the decrease in the number of field projects in the region

and requested FAO, in partnership with national, international and regional funding institutions, to
allocate adequate financial resources for the development of the forest and rangelands sectors.

15.

The Commission highly recommended that FAO continue to give strong emphasis to supporting

national initiatives and regional collaboration, taking into account the national needs of institutional
strengthening and capacity building, through regional workshops and meetings on issues related to
climate change, forest and rangeland policy, institution strengthening, wildlife and protected areas,
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forest fires and forest protection, afforestation and rangelands rehabilitation. It also encouraged
countries to use sewage water in forest tree planting with required precautions.

FAO AND COUNTRY ACTIVITIES IN THE NEAR EAST REGION (Item 5)

(i)

Forestry policy and sustainable development
a) Institutions and legislation
b) Guidelines for forest policy formulation

16.

The Secretariat introduced the agenda item and reported on the preparation of draft “Guidelines

for Forest Policy Development”. It was confirmed that the Guidelines were fully compatible with
those for national forest programmes. Countries were invited to present their experiences, identify
their needs related to formulation and revision of forest policy and legislation and related capacity
strengthening, and to indicate how FAO might assist them with the use of the Guidelines.

17.

Several countries shared information on their recent efforts to develop or revise their forest

policies and legislation. A variety of successful experiences were cited. Challenges encountered
related to achieving inter-sectoral integration, including ensuring coherence among forest, range,
combating desertification, and other policies; engaging stakeholders and balancing their various
concerns; and planning for multifunctional use of forests.

18.

The Commission recommended that countries, after adapting the Guidelines to suit national

circumstances and realities, use them in their efforts to update their forest policies and legislation.

(ii) Forest and range sustainable management

(a) Rangelands and biodiversity conservation
(b) The State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources
(c) Wildlife and protected areas management
The Commission was informed of FAO’s activities related to (i) rangelands and biodiversity
conservation; (ii) wildlife and protected areas management, which recommended the establishment of
a network on wildlife and protected areas management (NEWPAM) and support project development
and implementation for strengthening or building national capacity and (iii) the ongoing preparations
for the first Report on the State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources (SOW-FGR) to be finalised
by 2013. Particular reference was made to the regional workshops conducted in relation to the
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preparations for the elaboration of the report on SOW-FGR as well as the regional workshop
organized in Damascus in 2009 on wildlife and protected areas.

19.

With regard to sustainable management of forest and range , the Commission reiterated its

endorsement of the identified recommendations and called for the development and dissemination of a
harmonized approach and methods to forest and range monitoring, development of manuals and
guidelines on different subjects such as the participation of local communities and benefits sharing.
The Commission expressed its appreciation of the support provided by FAO on related issues.
20.

The challenging task of the preparation of the SOW-FGR report and the need for the active

involvement of the countries was acknowledged. In this regard, the Commission recommended that
FAO support capacity building activities and that the existing Guidelines be disseminated to support
all countries of the region in the preparation of their national reports.

21.

The Commission stressed the importance of forests and rangelands in the region and the many

threats and challenges posed for the conservation and sustainable use of these multifunctional systems,
including their related biodiversity, in order for them to be of benefit to and sustain local livelihoods,
contribute to poverty alleviation and provide environmental services.

22.

The importance of the active participation of Commission members in the UNCCD strategy

implementation for the improvement of the status of ecosystems, including range and forests as well as
populations’ conditions was recalled. The Commission recalled also the important experience of some
Near East countries in wildlife management and the reintroduction of some extinct wildlife species
and the importance of working with neighbouring countries to ensure success in addressing transboundary issues related to wildlife conservation and management. The Commission recommended that
FAO support and facilitate the promotion of regional and trans-boundary work in the region. The
Commission also recommended that the forest and range country institutions develop collaboration
and dialogue with other sectors (i.e. Development, Environment, etc.) and work in synergy at country
level for joint implementation of the international conventions such as United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), Convention on Biodiversity (CBD), United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) and monitor progress across the region.

23.

The Commission also recommended that countries develop harmonized national as well as

across borders and regional policies and legislation, with the focus on developing appropriate
mechanisms to secure access to, and use rights of, local communities as well as benefits sharing. The
Commission recommended that FAO continue facilitating sharing of experiences on best practices and

5

FO:NEFC/2010/REP
knowledge and supporting studies including on legislation and regulations to ensure the protection of
resources and benefits sharing with local communities. The role of non-governmental organizations,
the private sector and civil society in promoting the forest and range sector was also stressed.

(iii)

Forests protection

a.

Forest and fire management

b.

Forest health

Item 5 (iv) - Oil Trees

24.

The Commission exchanged experiences and described results achieved in fighting fires in

different contexts in the region. The experiences underlined the importance of an integrated forest fire
management strategy, encompassing prevention, suppression, and rehabilitation. The Commission also
underlined the importance of further promoting and strengthening the participatory approach to forest
fire management. It was furthermore observed that mechanisms of coordination and cooperation,
especially amongst neighbouring countries, as well as a legal framework conducive for participation
by different groups, constitute an important component of the expected strategy.

25.

The Commission discussed developments with regard to forest dieback and diseases, noting that

a number of outbreaks in different countries call for attention, irrespective of whether these were
related to climate change or a consequence of other causes, and for rehabilitation of infected areas.

26.

In discussing experiences with regard to oil trees, the Commission underlined the need for

studies to constitute a solid information basis for decisions before large-scale afforestation or the
introduction of non-endemic oil tree species, including studies on economic feasibility and benefits as
well as on environmental consequences such as on soils, and ecosystem dynamics. The Commission
also stressed that priorities in the region are water and food securities for which more attention be
given to the use of scarce water and arable land.

27.

The Commission recommended that FAO strengthen its capacity in the FAO RNE Office

especially on rangelands to meet the requirements of the complex forestry programme in the Near East
region and considering that rangelands issues are added to the duties of the FAO Forestry Group in
Cairo.

IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL GUIDELINES ON GOOD FORESTRY AND RANGE
PRACTICES IN ARID AND SEMI-ARID ZONES OF THE NEAR EAST (Item 6)
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28. In considering the Secretariat paper, which deals with the implementation of regional guidelines
for good forestry and range practices in arid and semi-arid zones of the Near East Region, the
Commission appreciated the version of the Guidelines presented to it and recommended that a ninth
principle related to combating desertification be added to the existing eight principles of the
Guidelines. The Commission highlighted the need to better reflect issues related to rangelands in the
Guidelines’ content. The issue of local communities and their role in the management of forests and
range was also discussed. In order to ensure the sustainable management of forests and range, the
Commission strongly recommended the implementation of the Guidelines.

29. The Commission recognized the social, economic and environmental values of traditional local
knowledge in the advancement of the forest and rangelands sector in the region and recommended
that countries work to preserve it and to strengthen partnerships among stakeholders

30. In addition, the Commission recommended that member countries send to FAO before the
Commission’s 20th Session further comments on the Guidelines’ content and a progress report on the
status of its implementation.

ASSESSING RISKS AND VULNERABILITY TO CLIMATE CHANGE OF THE FORESTRY
AND RANGE SECTORS IN THE NEAR EAST: (Item 7)

31.

The Commission noted with concern the high vulnerability of the Near East region to climate

change and recommended that FAO assist countries, through the provision of information and capacity
building, to (i) access climate change funds and strengthen their activities on mitigation of and
adaptation to climate change and (ii) raise awareness among decision-makers of the pivotal role of
forests and rangelands in climate change adaptation.

32.

The Commission noted that, in order for climate change adaptation measures to be effective and

sustainable, they must address livelihood needs. It urged its members to take into account climate
change dimensions when they elaborate national strategies, plans and programmes in the forest and
rangelands sectors

33.

Furthermore, the Commission recommended that FAO provide opportunities for exchange of

experiences among countries in the region on impacts of climate change and actions for adaptation in
the forest sector.
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34.

The Commission suggested that the FAO Regional Office for the Near East take the lead in

developing the concept of regional or sub-regional networks or support mechanisms on climate
change, possibly under an umbrella network encompassing various technical areas.

HEADS OF FORESTRY DIALOGUE: NEAR EAST FORESTRY INSTITUTIONS: CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF A CHANGING WORLD. (Item 8)

35.

The dialogue was moderated by Mr. Abdelhamid Khaldi, INGREF, Tunisia. The panellists were

Mr. Abdu Al Assiri (Saudi Arabia), Mr. Abdelazim Mirghani Ibrahim (Sudan), Mr. Ziad Al-Jbawi
(Syria), Mr. Alisher Shukurov (Uzbekistan), Mr. Erdogan Sirin (Turkey), Mr. Ahmed Ridha Fekih
Salem (Tunisia). Following the panellists’ presentations, several other countries shared their
experiences.
36.

The Panellists and other speakers gave rich and detailed information on past and ongoing

institutional adaptations in response to evolving needs of societies and changing contexts in which
forests are utilized and managed. Speakers mentioned efforts to integrate forest aspects into national
development strategies and different sector policies; to adjust to changes in social, economic and
environmental realities and political priorities; and to take advantage of new opportunities, e.g.
REDD+ and eco-tourism. Institutional structures that are flexible and dynamic were seen as
conducive to accommodating new demands. Several speakers referred to institutional changes made
to support decentralization and devolution. They noted that decentralization facilitated rapid responses
to changing environments, but that strong coordination mechanisms between central and decentralized
entities needed to be in place. Several speakers reported that coordination mechanisms set up to
address cross-cutting issues (e.g. climate change) were helping to break down “silos” and to improve
information flow and coordination among agencies. Many mentioned that demands on forestry
agencies were increasing, but the forestry agencies’ ability to effectively meet the new demands was
constrained by limitations in human and financial resources.
37.

Each country pursued tailor-made strategies for institutional adaptation depending on their

unique situation and the larger policy framework in which forest policies and institutions are
integrated. Forest related institutions were seen as benefiting from opening up and integrating a wider
range of stakeholders in its activities, despite the large number of associated challenges. Among the
benefits mentioned were better recognition by society, a stronger role in general policy making and
related implications for budgets, and higher potential to maximize contributions of forests to society.
38.

The Commission noted the usefulness of having such exchanges of experiences to tap into the

wealth of knowledge in the region was. A number of ways were suggested to strengthen and
perpetuate such an exchange, including through national reports to enhance the Secretariat Notes or
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discussions at Commission sessions, as well as through regional publications describing past
experience of each country in institutional adaptation.

GLOBAL FOREST RESOURCES ASSESSMENT (FRA) 2010 AND NATIONAL FOREST
MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT (item 9)

Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2010:

39.

The Commission discussed the key findings of FRA 2010. For the Near East region as a whole,

forest area has slightly increased in the last decade, although forest area in some of the countries in the
region is decreasing.

40.

The Commission requested that FAO makes more efforts to identify and analyze the drivers and

underlying causes of deforestation and forest degradation processes in the Near East. The Commission
recognized that the socio-economic developments are closely thought to be interlinked with the drivers
of land-use change dynamics, leading to an increase or decrease in forest areas.

41.

The Commission further requested that remote sensing data be integrated with field inventories

and be used to improve forest information in the future.

National Forest Monitoring and Assessment (NFMA)

42.

The secretariat informed the Commission that assessments were needed to develop new plans,

strategies and policies. NFMA should be permanent and embedded in updated national forest statistic
and information systems. Following the Commission’s endorsement to change its name and mandate
to include rangelands, it proposed that national assessments also include rangelands assessments. The
secretariat commended the work done by some countries in North Africa, Kyrgyzstan, Saudi Arabia,
and Turkey in forest and range assessments and monitoring. Other countries were encouraged to
develop forest and rangeland assessment and monitoring. Countries stressed that the Secretariat notes
include report on national efforts done in this area.

43.

The Commission requested FAO to provide support to countries in the region to build their

capacity for national forest and range monitoring and assessment.

44.

The Commission recommended that countries take into consideration rangelands in national

studies to produce more integrated assessments, including environmental and social services.
Countries were encouraged to prioritize information generation and to allocate resources accordingly.

9

FO:NEFC/2010/REP

45.

The Commission also requested FAO to follow up together with the concerned countries on the

regional project “Assessment of forests, trees and range resources to support policy harmonisation in
six Near East countries (Egypt, Iran, Jordan, Oman, Syria and Yemen)” submitted to the Islamic
Development Bank.
REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE 19th SESSION OF THE COMMISSION FOR
THE ATTENTION OF THE 20th SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO)
AND THE 30th REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE NEAR EAST (Item 10)
46. Regional issues to the attention of the 20th Session of the Committee of Forestry (COFO)

(i)

Decrease in the number of field projects in the region: the Commission noted with concern the
decrease in the number of field projects in the region and requested FAO, in partnership with
national, regional and international funding institutions, to allocate adequate financial resources
for the development of the forest and rangelands sector

(ii)

Weak national institutional capacities: The Commission recommended that FAO give strong
emphasis to supporting national initiatives and regional collaboration, taking into account the
national needs of institutional strengthening and capacity building on issues related to national
forest programmes, climate change, forest and rangeland policy, institution, wildlife and
protected areas, forest fires, forest protection, afforestation and rangelands rehabilitation

(iii) Insufficient information about forest and range: The Commission noted with concern the scarcity

of information on forest and rangelands resources and requested FAO to provide support to
countries in the region to build their capacity for national forest and range monitoring and
assessment. It recommended that countries take into consideration rangelands in national studies
to produce more integrated assessments, including environmental and social services. It also
encouraged countries to prioritize information generation and to allocate resources accordingly
(iv) Local knowledge not sufficiently recognised in the region: The Commission noted with concern

that local knowledge is not sufficiently recognised in national policies and programmes and is
being lost and recommended that countries work to preserve the social, economic and
environmental values of traditional local knowledge in the advancement of the forest and
rangelands sector in the region and to strengthen partnership among stakeholders
(v)

Increasing risk and vulnerability to climate change: The Commission noted with concern the high
vulnerability of the Near East region to climate change and recommended that FAO assist
countries, through the provision of information and capacity building, to (i) access climate
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change funds and strengthen their activities on mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change
and (ii) raise awareness among decision-makers of the pivotal role of forests and rangelands in
climate change adaptation. . It also urged its members to take into account climate change
dimensions when they elaborate national strategies, plans and programmes in the forest and
rangelands sectors.

47. Regional issues to the attention of the 30th Regional Conference
(i)

Decrease in the number of field projects in the region: the Commission noted with concern the
decrease in the number of field projects in the region and requested FAO, in partnership with
national, regional and international funding institutions, to allocate adequate financial resources
for the development of the forest and rangelands sector

(ii)

Weak national institutional capacities: The Commission recommended FAO give strong
emphasis to supporting national initiatives and regional collaboration, taking into account the
national needs of institutional strengthening and capacity building on issues related to national
forest programmes, climate change, forest and rangeland policy, institution, wildlife and
protected areas, forest fires, forest protection, afforestation and rangelands rehabilitation

(iii) Insufficient information about forest and range: The Commission noted with concern the scarcity

of information on forest and rangelands resources and recommended that countries take into
consideration rangelands in national studies to produce more integrated assessments, including
environmental and social services. It also encouraged countries to prioritize information
generation and to allocate resources accordingly
(iv) Local knowledge not sufficiently recognised in the region: The Commission noted with concern

the local knowledge is not sufficiently recognised in national policies and programmes and is
being lost and recommended that countries work to preserve the social, economic and
environmental values of traditional local knowledge in the advancement of the forest and
rangelands sector in the region and to strengthen partnership among stakeholders
(v)

Low participation of the Near East countries in international meetings: The Commission
requested FAO to facilitate the preparation of meetings for international conventions and
congresses and link forests and forestry with other international years such as for the current
International Year of Biodiversity 2010 and develop synergies between the International Year of
Forests and the International Decade of Desertification 2010-2020. It furthermore recommended
that greater cooperation between countries of the north and south Mediterranean region be
encouraged

11

FO:NEFC/2010/REP
(vi) Increasing risk and vulnerability to climate change: The Commission noted with concern the high

vulnerability of the Near East region to climate change and urged its members to raise awareness
among decision-makers of the pivotal role of forests and rangelands in climate change adaptation
and to take into account climate change dimensions in national strategies, plans and programmes
for the forest and rangelands sectors.

UPDATE ON CURRENT AND EMERGING INTERNATIONAL ISSUES (Item 11)

Item 11: Update on current and emerging international issues

General

48.

The Commission urged its Bureau to prepare the agenda for the Near East Forestry Commission,

focusing on fewer and more central issues, thereby allowing time for more focused and in-depth
discussions. The Commission requested that FAO facilitate the exchange of success stories from
inside and outside the region.

49.

The Commission identified the need to coordinate the position of countries in international

conventions in order to ensure adequate consideration of the forestry situation in the region and
requested FAO to assist in securing membership of a region representative in the Collaborative
partnership of Forests (CPF

50.

The Commission requested FAO to provide more support for targeted capacity building on

international issues, according to countries specific needs.

(i)

Report of the Near East Forestry Day (13th World Forestry Congress, Buenos Aires,
Argentina 2009)

51.

The Commission commended the side event organized at the 13th World Forestry Congress in

Buenos Aires, which had contributed to raising awareness of national forestry programmes (nfps) as
well as providing a forum for learning from other regions, governmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations and civil society representatives.

(ii)

Recommendations of the 19th Session of COFO (March 2009)
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52.

The Commission reiterated its request that increased financial and human resources be provided

to the FAO Regional Office in Cairo. The addition of rangelands in the Commission’s area of work
reinforced this requirement.

53.

The Commission recommended that COFO recommendations of relevance to the Near East be

selected for national and regional implementation.

(iii)

54.

National Forestry Programmes
The Commission shared experiences on countries’ efforts to adopt, adjust and apply national

forest programmes (nfps) as a comprehensive forest policy framework, as agreed by countries in the
international dialogue on forests. It was noted that considerable progress had been made in some
countries towards broader, more participative and better integrated policy frameworks and processes,
but that many challenges remain. This includes further developing a full and widely-shared
understanding of the comprehensive nature of nfps. It also comprises strengthening capacity and
financing means related to the process and implementation of resulting policies and strategies.

55.

The Commission recommended that FAO identify ways to further strengthen countries’ efforts

towards developing nfps as comprehensive forest policy frameworks. To that end it was recommended
that FAO promote the exchange of experiences and best practices, build specific capacity needed by
countries towards that goal, and identify ways to overcome obstacles in using international support
effectively. It was also noted that particular emphasis is called for to integrate forest and range issues
into nfps of the countries in the region.

(iv)

56.

International Year of Forests (2011)

The Commission recommended that countries (i) promote joint action in the framework of

international conventions, fora and congresses; (ii) develop synergies between the International Year
of Forests and the International Decade of Desertification 2010-2020 and; (iii) establish
communications strategies for the International Year of Forests, including professional communicators
such as journalists as well as forest communications networks.

57.

The Commission recommended that World Forest Day focus on a different theme each

year.

58.

The Commission requested FAO to facilitate the preparation of meetings for international

conventions and congresses and recommended that FAO link forests and forestry with other
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international years such as for the current International Year of Biodiversity 2010. It requested FAO
to provide guidance and recommendations for the International Year of Forests.

59.

The Commission urged the countries to raise awareness and highlight the important benefits of

forest goods and services and their impact on the environment in order to create a better understanding
of the pivotal role of forests and forestry.

(v) Working groups and networks

60.

The Commission noted the increasing number of newly proposed networks and working groups.

It recommended that an umbrella or core regional network be established, coordinated by the FAO
Regional Office in Cairo.

(vi) Silva Mediterranea

61.

The Secretariat informed the Commission of the latest developments undertaken by the

Committee.

62.

The Commission recommended that, as far as possible, activities of Silva Mediterranea and the

Commission should be coordinated.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Item 12)

63.

The Commission suggested that the main publications of the FAO Forestry Department

also be translated into Russian and Arabic.

64.

The Commission recommended that member countries prepare country reports prior to each

session and submit them to FAO for use in the preparation of the FAO secretariat papers for the
session. They further requested that the secretariat papers be more comprehensive and detailed.

65.

The Commission was informed that a number of parallel events were successfully organized

under the NEFW covering various topics i.e. forest management; cork oak; forests and climate change
in the Near East and forest fire management in the Near East (Appendix D). The Commission was also
informed of the two parallel events that took place on Tuesday, 6th April, the main conclusions of
which are indicated below:

Within the region there was a need to:
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66.

Forests and Climate Change in the Near East

a) improve the flow of information and coordination between national entities responsible for
climate change and forests;
b) raise awareness among climate change negotiators of the essential roles of forests in climate
change mitigation and adaptation; and
c) ensure pro-active involvement stakeholders in national and international policy processes on
climate change and to explore the potential for regional cooperation.

67.

Fire Management in the Near East

a) develop national capacities and fire research on the root causes of fires;
b) review and amend national legislation frameworks related to fire management; and
c) endorse the Near East Network on Forests and Wildland Fires, given the need for regional
cooperation.

Mediterranean Regional Office of the European Forest Institute (EFIMED)

68.

In his presentation, Mr. Marc Palahi, head of the Mediterranean Regional Office of the

European Forest Institute (EFIMED), informed the Commission of the important role that
Mediterranean forests play in sustaining biodiversity and conserving soil and water. The
expected impacts of climate change on Mediterranean forests were highlighted in respect of
the goods and services they provide.

69.

He described how fragmented and outdated research and considered that the cooperation

and efficient resource mobilization were areas of major concern in the region. In this regard,
more than 100 experts from 15 countries were mobilized by EFIMED for the preparation of
the Research Agenda on Mediterranean Forests for the next decade (2010-2020). He stated
that the Agenda’s focus was on four major topics:

1) Impacts of climate and land use changes
2) Increasing risk of forest fires
3) Provision of forest goods and services
4) Management of Mediterranean forests
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70.

The response to the above-mentioned topics was the design of the project “Advancing

Mediterranean forest resources capacities AGORA”, which was prepared and approved by the
European Community for funding.

71.

The Commission stressed the need for local communities’ direct involvement in and

direct input to the implementation of the project “Advancing Mediterranean Forest Resources
Capacities AGORA”. The Commission also recommended that greater cooperation between
countries of the north and south Mediterranean region be encouraged.

72.

With regard to forestry education, the need for Mediterranean-oriented higher education

and research in forestry was highlighted, especially in the socio-economic field. The
Commission welcomed the preparatory steps for a shared M.Sc in Mediterranean forestry.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Item 13)

73.

The Commission noted with appreciation the offer of the delegations of Egypt, Syria, Turkey

and Yemen to host the 20th Session of the Near East Forestry Commission in the early part of 2012. It
advised member countries which had expressed interest in hosting the session to send an official letter
to the Director-General of FAO. The exact dates of the meeting would be further determined in
consultation with the country concerned after appropriate logistical and organizational consultations.
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APPENDIX A

AGENDA
1.

Opening of the 19th Session of the Near East Forestry Commission (NEFC) and of the
1st Near East Forestry Week

2.

Adoption of agenda

3.

Election of officers

4.

Follow-up on requests and recommendations of the 18 th Session of the Commission
(i)
Amendment of name and mandate of the Near East Forestry Commission
to the Near East Forestry and Range Commission
(ii)
Secretariat report on actions taken on the requests and recommendations of
the 18th Session of the Commission

5.

FAO and countries activities in the region:
(i)
Forestry policy and sustainable development

a)
b)
(ii)

Forests and range sustainable management

a)
b)
c)
(iii)

Institutions and legislation
Guidelines for forest policy formulation

Rangelands and biodiversity conservation
The State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources
Wildlife and protected areas management

Forests protection
a) Forest and fire management

b) Forest health
(iv)

Oil trees

6.

Implementation of regional guidelines for good forestry and range practices in arid and
semi-arid zones of the Near East

7.

In-session seminar: assessing the risks of and vulnerability to climate change of forests
and range in the Near East

8.

Heads of Forestry Dialogue – Near East forestry institutions: capacity development to
meet the challenges of a changing world

9.

Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2010 and National Forest Monitoring and
Assessment (NFMA)

10. Regional issues identified by the 19th Session of the NEFC for the attention of the 30th
Regional Conference for the Near East (November 2010) and of the 20 th Session of the
Committee on Forestry (October 2010)
11. Update on current and emerging international issues

FO:NEFC/2010/REP
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
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Report of the Near East Forestry Day (XIII World Forestry Congress,
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 2009)
Recommendations of the 19th Session of the Committee on Forestry (March
2009)
National forestry programmes (nfps)
International Year of Forests (2011)
Working groups and networks
Silva Mediterranea

12. Any other business
13. Date and place of next session
14. Adoption of the report
15. Closure of the 19th Session of the Near East Forestry Commission and of the 1st Near
East Forestry Week
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APPENDIX B
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ALGERIA
ETHIOPIA
Abdesselem BOUFAIDA
Sous Directeur des Aménagements forestiers a la
DGF
B#10 App#286 Rabia Tahar Bab Ezzouar Algeria
Tel:+0553 21 56 31
Fax: +021 91 53 13
E-mail: aboufaida@live.fr
Mouloud BENJAMA
CNIL – Cork Interprofessional National
Mob. +213 66 133 1045
Tel/Fax.+213 386 16440
E-mail:
CYPRUS
Kostakis PAPAGEORGIOU
Forest Protection Officer
Department of Forests
26, Louki Akrita Avenue
1414 Nicosia, Cyprus
Tel: +357 22 403 700
Fax: +357-22-403 707
E-mail: kostasp@cytanet.com.cy
EGYPT
Mohamed Ahmed Mustafa ROZEK
Under Secretary of State for Afforestation
And Environment
Ministry of Agriculture,
Cairo, Egypt.
Tel: +002 02 333 45 983
Fax: +002 02 333 45 983
E-mail: affor_18@yahoo.com
sea@idsc-gov-eg
Ragy Fakhry TOMA
Director of Egyptian Wildlife, Giza Zoo.
Ministry of Agriculture
Giza Zoo Wildlife Service
Tel: +002 012 422 0998
Fax: +00202 35701900
E-mail: toma.lfeg@yahoo.com
Ahmed EL-BAHA
Prof. and Head of Forestry Department
Faculty of Agriculture,
Alexandria University
Egypt
Mob.: +002 0106834767
E-mail: elbahaahmed555@yahoo.com

Melaku TADESSE Gebresellasie
Senior Forestry Expert & National Project
Coordinator
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development
Natural Resources Sector
P.O.Box 26589/1000, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Tel: +251 911 655976
Fax: +251 11 5 544589
E-mail: mela635@yahoo.com
mela635@gmail.com
IRAQ
Ekram Al-Hakim Mousa HADI
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture Baghdad, Iraq.
Tel: +
Fax: +
E-mail: akramalhakim@hotmail.com
Rela_sec@moagr.org
Faisal Nasir RASHID
Advisor of Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture, Baghdad, Iraq
Tel: +964 47193956
Mob. :09901105713
E-mail: adviseroffice-agn@moagr.org
mk-alawi@yahoo.com
Hamed Al-Timary ABDUL
Director Agr.Engineer
Baghdad, Iraq
Tel: +964 78012 95 819
E-mail: h-timary@yahoo.co.uk

Fouad T. Mahdi AL-DOURI
Manager of Olive Project
Ministry of Agriculture,
Baghdad, Iraq
Tel: +964 22771575
E-mail: Fouadzaiton@yahoo.com
JORDAN
Mohammad Sleman ALSHORMAN
Director of Forestry
Salt street Kmalih-Amman
Amman , Jordan
Tel: +962 799 059451 - +9625341116
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Fax: +962 65342751 - +962 5332729
E-mail: alshurman_m@yahoo.com
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Tel: +966 140 33 702
Fax: +966 140 33 702
E-mail: Abdu646@hotmail.com

KYRGYSTAN
SUDAN
Venera SURAPPAEVA
Chief of Sector Monitoring Flora, Fauna and
Analytical works
State Agency Environment Protection and Forestry
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
Tel: +312 54 3910
Fax: +312 54 3933
E-mail: surappaeva@hotbox.ru
LEBANON
Mohamad KHANSA
Advisor to Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture,
Jnah – Beirut , facing Henry Chehab Barrack
Beirut, Lebanon
Tel: +961 1 821900
Fax: +961 1 823900
E-mail: mkhansa@agriculture.gov.lb
Mohanna CHADI
Director of Rural Development and Natural
Resources
Ministry of Agriculture,
Jnah , Lebanon
Tel: +961 3456 794
Fax: +961 1848 447
E-mail: iopgov@cyberia.net.lb
MAURITANIA
Djibril Ould MBARECK
Cadre ministère environment et development
durable
Ministry of Agriculture
Mauritania
Tel: +6716891
E-mail: djibrilmbareck@yahoo.fr
MOROCCO
Ahmed AZEROUAL
Chef de la Division de l’Economie Forestière
Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forets et a la Lutte
Contre la Désertification
Maroc
Te l : +0537672171
Fax : + 0537671031
E-mail : a.azeroual@yahoo.fr
SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF
Abdu AL ASSIRI
D.G. Natural Resources Dept.
Ministry of Agriculture,
P.O.Box 15620
Riyadh 11454, Saudi Arabia

Faisal Hassan IBRAHIM
Federal Minister of Animal Resources and Fisheries
P.O.Box 658 Khartoum, Sudan
Tel: +249912300553
Fax: +243311470061
E-mail: faysal@faysalibrahim.com
Abdelazim Mirghani IBRAHIM
General Manager
Forests National Corporation
P.O.Box 658
Khartoum, Sudan
Tel: +2499 1214 0880
Fax: +249 183 472659
E-mail: abdelazim_fnc@hotmail.com
Ishraga Yousif ALI
Forest manager reserve department
Forests National Corporation
P.O.Box 658
Khartoum, Sudan
Mob: +249912808787
E-mail: ishraqa.yousif@yahoo.com
Hanadi Amadalla ABDELRASOUL
Manager of Biomass Energy Activities Department
Forests National Corporation
Tel: +249912385866
Fax: +24983472659
E-mail: hanadi_awadalla@yahoo.com
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Al-Jbawi ZIAD
Director of Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture
Tel: +096 11 2248964
Fax: +096 11 2240826
Email: forestry@mail.sy
TAJIKISTAN
Hukmatullo AHMADOV
President of the Tajik Academy of Agricultural
Sciences
Rudaki Avenue 21a Dushanbe 734025,
Tajikistsan
Tel: +992 37221 7004
Fax: +99237 2213757
E-mail: ahmadov@yandex.ru
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TUNISIA

UZBEKISTAN

Ridha Ahmed Fekih SALEM
Director General Forets
30 Avenue Alain Savar y
Tel: + 21671 848 892
Fax: +216 71 910 801
E-mail: fekih2006@yahoo.fr

Alisher SHUKUROV
Chief Expert for Monitoring International Projects
8-21 Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Tel: +99871 273 29 91
Fax: +998 71 273 37 68
E-mail: alisherxon2003@rambler.ru

Youssef SAADANI
Directeur
Direction Générale des forêts
Tunis
Tel:+ 21698238227
Fax:+ 21671 283747
E-mail: ysaadani04@yahoo.fr

YEMEN

Mr. Mongi BEN M’HAMED
Directeur Général des forets
30 Rue Alain Savary 1002 Tunis
Tel: +21671 89 11 41
Fax: +21671 89 11 41
Email: pdfedgf@planet.tn
M. Habib ABID
Directeur Adjoint a la Direction Générale des Forets
Tel : +21622 945 470
Fax :+21671891141
Email : habibabid2001@yahoo.fr

TURKEY
Erdogan SIRIN
Division Director of Foreign Affaires
General Directorate of Forestry
Orman Genel Muddurlugu 1 Nolu Bina
06560 Ankara , Turkey
Tel: +90 312 296 4219
Fax: +90 312 296 4136
E-mail: erdogansirin@ogm.gov.tr
Abdurrahman KOK
Forest District Director
Turkey General Directorate of Forestry
Orman Isletme Mudurllugu Dortyol Hatay
Turkey
Tel: +90 532 5054022
Fax: +90 326 7123545
E-mail: abdurrahmankok@ogm.gov.tr
Mustafa KURTULMUSLU
Assistant Director General
Turkey General Directorate of Forestry
Orman Genel Mudurlugu,
Ankara, Turkey
Tel:+90 505 7711005
Fax: +90 312 2964157
Email: mustafakurtulmuslu@ogm.gov.tr

Alladeen AL-SHARJABI
Director General of Forestry Ranges and Desert
Control
Forests, MAI, Yemen
P.O.Box 2028
Sana’a
Tel: +250977Fax: +250976
Email: gdfdc@yamen.net.ye
Abdo Mohammed Saleh MADAR
National Coordinator for the proposed Biodiversity
and Wildlife Protection Project Focal Point Wildlife
Sanaa, Yemen.
Tel: + 250977 / 250976
E-mail: gdfdc@yemen.net.ye

REPRESENTATIVES OF FAO MEMBER COUNTRIES
NON-MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Chris SORIANO
Middle East Program
International Programs,
US Forest Service
Washington D.C. 1099, 14th NW Suite 5500,
USA
Tel/Fax: +12022734628
Email: csoriano@fs.fed.us

DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT FUR TECHNISCHE ZUSAMMENARBEIT (GTZ)
GERMAN ORGANIZATION FOR TECHNICAL COOPERATION
Alexander KASTI
Deutsche Gesellschaft Fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ)
German Organization for Technical Cooperation
Tel: +49 0 6196 79 0
Fax: +49 0 6196 79 1115
Email: reinhard.kastl@gtz.de
Ghazi GADER
Expert, GTZ/Tunis
Tel: 0021698270613
Fax:0021678443601
E-Mail: ghazi.gader@gtz.de

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS HE UNITED NATIONS AND
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD)
Cisse BOUBACAR
Programme Officer, Responsible for the regionalCoordination Unit for Africa
Angle des rues Pierre de Coubertin et Hedi Nouira BP 323 ,
1002 Tunis Belvenere
Tel: +216 71102311
Fax: +216 71103523
Email: b.cisse@afdb.org bcisse@unccd.int

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD)
Ghoudi Zine EL ABDINE
Focal Point IFAD
30 Rue Alain Savary – DGMOP
Tel: +97 575990

Fax:+ 71802643
E-mail: gghoudi@gmail.com
Nourallah MOUNIF
Country Programme Manager
30 Rue Alain Savary – DGMOP
Tel: +390654591
Fax:+ 71802643
E-mail: m.nouraliah@ifad.org

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (AfBD)
Albert MWANGI
Senior Forestry Officer
African Development Bank
BP 323-1002, Tunis Belvedere
Tel:+ 216 711 03 935
Fax:+ 216 711 3 721
E-mail: a.mwangi@afdb.org
ARAB ORGANIZATION OF AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT (AOAD)
Ahmed BOUGACHA
International Cooperation Office
Ministry of Agriculture
30 Alain Savary Street – Belvedere 1002 Tunis
Tel: +216 71 793185
Fax: +216 71 799 457
Email: bougacha2003@yahoo.fr

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
EUROPEAN FOREST INSTITUTE MEDITERRANEAN (EFIMED)
Marc PALAHI
Head of the Regional Office
Castella 33 ESC.2 -3 pta2
08018 – Barcelona , Spain
Tel: + 34 93 515 3211
Email: efimed@efi.int
marc.palahi@efi.int

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR

ITURRI

Fernandez ERNESTO
Manager Development Forest
658 AVDA Roberto
Tel: + 34 618 55 09
E-mail: ernestof@iturri.com

Harrak HICHAM
North Africe Middle East Area
658 AVDA Roberto
Tel: 0034 638 98 83 42
Fax: 0034 954 25 91 84
E-mail: harrak@iturri.com

Rodriguez SILVIA
Forestry Fire Expert
658 AVDA Roberto
Tel: + 34 619 07 15
E-mail: irlrosif@uco.es

Roche MAILIS
North Africa Customer Service
658 AVDA Roberto
Tel: +34 954 47 91
E-mail: mroche@iturri.com

HOST COUNTRY SECRETARIAT
Mr, Mokhtar AMEUR
Sous directeur des Amenagements
DGF/Tunisie
16 Rue Mansour Ben Ziri El Ouerdia 1009
Tel: 22 54 43 51
Email: Ameur59@yahoo.fr
Mr. Samir BEL HAI SALAH
Deputy Director
Tunisia Forest Service
30 Rue Alain Savary 1002 Tunis
Tel: 98 42 62 01
Fax: 71 89 11 41
Email: samir.belhaj.salah@gmail.com
Mr. Mohamed BEN ALI
Ingenieur adjoint des Forets
Directeur generale des forets
Rue Alain Savary Ministere de l’agriculture
Tel: 89 21 44 62
Email: gluten1971@yahoo.fr
Ms. Elhem LASSOUED
Technicienne forestière
Direction Générale des forets
30 Rue Alain Savary Ministère de l’Agriculture
Tel: +21698 59 29 59
Fax: +21671 80 19 22
Email: Elhem106@yahoo.fr
Mr. Abdelhamid KHALDI

Chercheur
INRGREF / Tunisia
Tel: +21671 23 00 39
Fax: +71 71 79 51
Email: khalditn@yahoo.fr
Mr. Rafik AINI
Directeur
DG Forests
Tel: +21698 35 62 55
Mr. Ahmed BARGAOUI
Directeur
La Regie d’Exploitation Forestiere
Tel: +21671 84 16 86
Mr. Mabrouk GRAMI
Technicien supérieur
Tunis
Mr. Fatine EL EUCH
Sous directeur, Ministère de l’Agriculture
30 Rue Alain Savary 1002 Tunis
Tel: +21671 28 74 87
Fax: +21671 28 74 87
Email: eleuch@yahoo.fr
Mr. Ahmed BARGAOUI
Directeur
La Régie d’exploitation Forestière
Tunisie
Tel: +21671 84 16 86

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
SECRETARIAT
Eduardo ROJAS-BRIALES
ADG, FO, Rome
Head of FAO Delegation
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: eduardo.rojas@fao.org
Mohamed SAKET
Secretary NEFC
Senior Forestry Officer
Regional Office for the Near East
P.O. Box 2223
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt
Tel: +20-2-3316000
Fax: +20-2-7495981
E-mail: saket.mohamed@fao.org

FOMR, FAO, Rome
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: pieter.vanlierop@fao.org
Malek HAYDER
Forestry Consultant
Regional Office for the Near East
P.O. Box 2223
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt
Tel: +20-2-3316000
Fax: +20-2-7495981
E-mail: malek.hayder@fao.org

Moujahed ACHOURI
Team Leader, FOMC,
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: moujahed.achouri@fao.org

Patricia TENDI
Meetings Officer
Forestry Information and Liaison Service
Forestry Policy and Information Division
Forestry Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +39-0657054309
Fax: +39-0657052151
E-mail: patricia.tendi@fao.org

Ewald RAMETSTEINER
Forestry Officer
FOEP, FAO, Rome
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: ewald.ranetsteiner@fao.org

Myriam AZIZ
Forestry Department
Regional Office for the Near East
P.O. Box 2223
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt
Tel: +20-2-3316000
Fax: +20-2-7495981
E-mail: myriam.aziz@fao.org

Susan BRAATZ
Senior Forestry Officer
FOMC, FAO, Rome
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: susan.braatz@fao.org

Saloua BRAHMI
SNED
Sub-Regional Office for North Africa
43 Avenue Khereddine Pacha, 1002 Tunis
P.O.Box 300
Tel: + 216-71-906553
E-mail : Saloua.brahmi@fao.org

Nora BERRAHMOUNI
Forestry Officer
FOMC, FAO, Rome
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00100 Rome, Italy
Tel: +
Fax: +39-0657055137
E-mail: nora.berrahmouni@fao.org

Pieter VAN LIEROP
Forestry Officer
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APPENDIX D

ANNEX 1
Chairperson’s Summary of the
Parallel Event on Forests and Climate Change
Tuesday, 6 April 16:00-18:00

The Chair, Mr. Chadi Mohanna (Lebanon), welcomed the 30 participants and presented the objectives
of the parallel event: to discuss global and regional issues and national responses to forests and climate
change adaptation and mitigation. He asked participants to consider areas for possible future regional
collaboration in climate change that the Commission could consider in its discussion under agenda
item 7.
Ms Susan Braatz (FAO) summarized the key outcomes of UNFCCC’s negotiations in Copenhagen in
December 2009, highlighting issues of importance to forest stakeholders in the region.

Dr. Ahmed El-Baha (Egypt) presented the key findings of a regional analysis on forests and climate
change in the Near East undertaken for FAO, including future scenarios, impacts and vulnerabilities of
forests in the region, adaptation needs and mitigation options, and key policy issues.

Dr. Ahmed Azeroual (Morocco) made a presentation on the management of forest ecosystems in
Morocco, focusing on research on predicted impacts of climate change on forests and the country’s
actions that will contribute to adaptation.

Dr. Balgis Elasha (Sudan) delivered a presentation on socio-economic aspects of climate change and
forests. She advocated a more human-centred approach to adaptation actions in the forestry sector and
more effective coordination and policy integration among livelihood sectors.

During the discussion, the limited involvement by forestry departments in many countries in preparing
for or participating in climate change negotiations was noted. The need for improved flow of
information and coordination between national entities responsible for climate change and forestry
departments was stressed.

The importance of raising awareness among climate change negotiators of the positive contributions
of forests to the global carbon cycle and mitigation, as well as reduced vulnerabilities and adaptation

28

to climate change, was emphasized. It was suggested that FAO could assist by preparing such positive
messages for use in regional policy processes.

The low share of forestry in Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) financed projects, due largely to
complicated modalities and procedures, was discussed. Concern was raised that REDD+ projects
might face similar constraints. The distinction between REDD, REDD+ and Nationally Appropriate
Mitigation Actions (NAMA) was clarified.
In response to queries about FAO’s internal coordination and relationship with UNFCCC, FAO
explained that it had various interdepartmental mechanisms that facilitated good communication and
coordination on climate change, and that FAO, in a technical capacity, actively supports UNFCCC’s
negotiations and scientific and technical work in forestry, and more recently in agriculture and
fisheries.

The participants stressed the importance of pro-active involvement in national and international policy
processes on forests and climate change and of exploring the potential for regional cooperation.
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ANNEX 2

Summary of the Parallel Event on Fire Management in the Near East
Tuesday 6 April 16:00-18:00

The facilitator, Mr. Pieter van Lierop, FAO, welcomed the 21 participants representing Commission
members and one private enterprise which attended the parallel event. He described the objectives of
the event i.e. to present global and regional activities on fire management and to discuss possible
future activities. At the conclusion of the meeting, participants agreed on points of action with the
highest priority for fire management in the region.
Mr. van Lierop presented FAO’s activities in fire management at the global and regional levels. The
development of a global strategy for international cooperation in vegetation fire management and the
Fire Management Voluntary Guidelines, endorsed by the Regional Forestry Commissions and COFO
2009, as useful instruments to develop or revise national fire management policies and/or action plans
for integrated fire management were highlighted.

Mr. Kostakis Papageorgiou (Cyprus) presented the proposed structure, mission and secretariat of the
Near East Forest and Wildland Fire Network. During COFO 2007 and earlier Commission meetings,
FAO was requested to support the establishment of such a network. A meeting has been organized by
FAO in Syria in 2009 and the Italian Forest Service had supported development of the proposal.
Among the activities of the network coordination with other networks such as the European Forest
Fire Information System Network (EFFIS) and Silva Mediterranea was mentioned. The proposal was
submitted for endorsement by the Commission.

Mr. Bel Hadj (Tunisia) described the current status of fire management in Tunisia as well as latest
developments. Developing national capacity in fire research through training of special teams was of
specific interest to the event’s participants, who considered it a regional priority, given the huge
portion of fires reported in national statistics which were often classified in the category of fires
without a known cause.

Mr. Al Zjibawi (Syria) made a presentation on Project Integrated and Community-Based Fire
Management in Syria. “He highlighted the importance of the participation of local populations in fire
prevention activities such as tree pruning and the importance of rural development activities to prevent
forest fires.
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Mr. Kök (Turkey) described current fire management activities in Turkey, with particular mention of
the use of cameras for smoke detection and the ongoing establishment of an international training
centre on forest fires in Antalya as well as its possibility to be used for training of people from outside
the region. He further mentioned Turkey’s interest in providing bilateral support to countries in the
region.

Mr. Hicham Harrak (ITURRI, Spain) raised the importance of partnerships between private enterprises
and governmental bodies on fire management and highlighted the experience developed in Andalusia
to develop defence plans against forest fires. Of special interest was the creation of special brigades
for forest fire causes, the need for long- and medium-term investment plans, awareness raising and
coordination with neighbouring communities.

After the presentations and discussion, the participants wished to draw the attention of the
Commission to the following needs, to:


develop national capacities and fire investigation on root causes of fires



review and amend national legislation frameworks related to fire management



endorse the Near East Network on Forests and Wild Land Fires, given the importance of
regional cooperation.

