
Developing a Disaster Risk 
Management strategy 
In Namibia, crop and livestock productivity has been 
negatively affected by recurring drought conditions. 
For the livestock sector in particular, there has been an 
increase in animal disease prevalence and risks, pasture 
degradation, while overall access to water resources has 
been severely reduced. 

To strengthen the country resilience, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Water and Forestry (MAWF) has requested 
FAO to support the development of a Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) strategy for the agricultural sector. 
In July 2019, FAO facilitated stakeholder consultations 
which led to the recommendation to widen the scope 
of the sectoral strategy to Disaster Risk Management 
(DRM) to include interventions before, during and after 
disasters. Together with ministry officials, the DDR task 
force has also identified achievements, gaps and needs 
for inclusion into the new DRM strategy. 

Building on the 2017 National Drought Policy, FAO 
has prepared a DRM action matrix for drought, which 
shows the existing work of MAWF and how it can be 
arranged according to priority areas outlined in the 
Sendai Framework for 2015-2030 DRR. Together with 
DRM actions and strategies already addressed by the 
draft Drought Policy, the matrix also indicates potential 
gaps to be addressed. Additionally, discussions led to a 
set of value-added key strategies for consideration and 
inclusion in the draft drought policy. 

Matching FAO’s expertise to 
Namibia’s development priorities 
FAO assistance in Namibia is shaped by the 
2019‑2023 FAO Country Programming 
Framework (CPF), which is centered on four 
priority areas. 

 ➨ Strengthened policy, legal, strategic and 
institutional frameworks for agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry, food security and 
nutrition. 

 ➨ Improved agricultural production, 
productivity, food safety and strengthened 
nutrition sensitive value chains.

 ➨ Strengthened capacity for natural resource 
management and land governance.

 ➨ Strengthened capacity for disaster risk 
reduction, resilience building and climate 
change adaptation and mitigation.

Jointly developed with the Government and 
other development partners, the CPF reflects 
relevant priorities in key national development 
policies, including the  Namibian Government 
in the Fifth National Development Plan (NDP5) 
(2017/18-2021/22). The CPF also contributes to the 
2019-2023 United Nations Partnership Assistance 
Framework (UNPAF). 

FAO and Namibia have had a strong partnership which has endured since 1990, when an FAO 
Representation was established in Windhoek. The Organization’s main objectives in the country are to 
help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition, to make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more 
productive and sustainable, and to reduce rural poverty. FAO’s recent work also includes supporting the 
development of a Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategy for Namibia’s agriculture sector.

NAMIBIA AND FAO
PARTNERING TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY

CONTACT
Ms Farayi Zimudzi
FAO Representative in Namibia 
FAO Representation
UN House, 2nd Floor, 38-34 Stein Street
Klein Windhoek, Namibia
Tel: +264-61-224919
E-mail: FAO-NA@fao.org ©
FA

O
/N

el
ao

 H
ai

m
bo

nd
i



01
/2

02
0

©
FA

O
/T

ed
 O

go
lla

NAMIBIA AND FAO

Regional cooperation 
In 2019, FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture Water 
and Forestry launched the project "Support Towards 
the Operationalisation of the SADC Regional 
Agricultural Policy (RAP)". The 33-month long project 
is financed by the European Union’s 11th Economic 
Development Fund Programme (EDF 11) with FAO 
as the lead implementing agency. Including all 16 
member states of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), the project will operationalize 
the SADC RAP approved in June 2013 by the 
SADC Council of Ministers to develop and advance 
agriculture in the region. As a follow-up, the SADC 

Regional Agricultural 
Investment Plan (RAIP) 
was approved in July 
2016 to operationalize 
the RAP. The RAIP was 
prepared in the context 
of the Comprehensive 
African Agriculture 
Development 
Programme (CAADP), 
established in Maputo 
in 2003 as a Pan-African 
policy framework to 
transform agriculture, 
create wealth, improve 
food security and 
nutrition and promote 
inclusive economic 
growth. 

The three components of the project are to 
enhance information on agricultural production, 
sustainability and competitiveness for evidence-based 
decision-making; improve access to markets through 
implementation of plant and animal pest and disease 
control strategies at the regional level; and facilitate 
implementation of some components of the Regional 
Food and Nutrition Security Strategy (FNSS) in SADC 
member states.

The focus of the project will be to enhance information 
management systems and control of transboundary 
plant pests and animal diseases to create sustainable 
agricultural and socio-economic growth, to promote 
trade and to enhance food and nutrition security 
within the SADC region.

Additionally, the implementation of an integrated 
Agricultural Information Management System 
(AIMS) is proposed for member states to ensure that 
inter-operability and sharing of agricultural data and 
information. The project will also address information 
dissemination challenges and provide the technical 
expertise and financial resources at national and 
regional levels for hardware and software provision 
including coordination mechanisms.

Islands of success: Conservation 
Agriculture 
Even in a good year, Namibia is still rated to have the 
driest climate in sub-Saharan Africa. The north central 
regions receive a mean annual rainfall of approximately 
270 mm and with all inland rivers being ephemeral, 
irrigation prospects are limited.

In collaboration with the Minister for Agriculture, Water 
and Forestry, FAO has implemented a European Union 
funded project aimed to “Strengthen the capacity of 
45 000 small-scale farmers to manage climate-related 
risks in Northern Namibia”, through the promotion 
of improved farming interventions. As part of this 
initiative, farmers have been trained in Conservation 
Agriculture (CA) farming practice. 

CA is a way of managing agro-ecosystems aiming to 
improve productivity while preserving the environment. 
It is based on three interlinked principles: minimal 
soil disturbance, permanent soil cover and crop 
rotation. Tillage is reduced to an absolute minimum. 
Agrochemicals and plant nutrients are applied in 
quantities that do not interfere with biological processes, 
leading to better soil quality and ultimately resulting in 
healthier crops.

The adoption of methods such as conservation 
agriculture play an important role in mitigating 
the effects of drought on Namibia struggling food 
production systems. Specifically, the practice of CA 
in this area of Omusati Region has seen an evident 
improvement in the livelihoods of farmers, with fields  
been extended and yield increased, thus getting more 
from the same area. 

“FAO, together with its 
partners, is working to 
increase African farmers' 
productivity and access 
to nutrient-dense 
foods as well the 
availability of such foods 
through investments 
in agriculture, 
regulatory frameworks, 
public-private 
partnerships, technology 
and innovation. ”
Qu Dongyu 
FAO Director‑General


