
Poor rural people are often excluded from markets and do 
not benefit from tailored technologies and rural advisory 
services. These constraints lower their agricultural 
productivity, perpetuating poverty and hunger. 

To achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, agriculture needs to become more 
inclusive, sustainable and productive. FAO helps 
countries meet the  goals of eradicating poverty and 
hunger by helping poor rural households to better benefit 
from agricultural advances, increasing their yields and 
income generating opportunities.

Ensuring equal access to improve 
livelihoods  

To do so, FAO promotes investments in agriculture, 
including livestock, fisheries and forestry, and supports 
the design of rural development strategies and 
programmes that address the structural constraints faced 
by poor agricultural and rural households. 

This includes helping smallholders and family farmers 
increase their access to credit, extension services, inputs 
and technologies, and improve their skills, to build 
sustainable livelihoods and set up small businesses.
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Peste des petits ruminant (PPR), also known as 
sheep and goat plague, threatens about 80 percent 
of the global 2.1 billion small ruminant population. 
FAO has provided support to immunize 800 000 
small ruminants in Georgia and vaccination is still 
ongoing or have been carried out in Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia, Mongolia, Pakistan and 
Somalia. 

Some 2.1 billion small ruminants are the primary 
livelihood of many vulnerable and poor households in 
developing countries, providing income, fertilizer, wool 
and nutritious food. Keeping these animals healthy is of 
utmost importance to these poor households. Yet, about 
80 percent of these animals are concentrated in regions 
where diseases are heavily present. 

Among these diseases is Peste des Petits Ruminants 
(PPR), a highly contagious viral disease affecting small 
ruminants, which can kill as many as 90 percent of the 
infected animals within a few days. In the past two 

decades, PPR has spread rapidly in Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East, jeopardizing the livelihoods of millions of 
pastoralists and smallholders with severe implications 
on poverty and hunger. 

Because sheep and goats are two of the major livestock 
species kept and raised by the world’s poor, improving 
small ruminant production will not only increase the 
number of animals, but also the availability of derivates 
such as milk and meat, increasing income generating 
opportunities. Therefore eradicating PPR is essential for 
empowering women and youth, improving food security 
and nutrition and building resilient livelihoods in poor 
rural areas. FAO is helping countries fight PPR through 
emergency preparedness, rapid response missions and 
risk-based disease management.

FAO is also working to strengthen veterinary systems 
and build country-level capacity to recognize and 
manage the outbreak of PPR and other diseases. Some 
9 000 manuals for field investigation have been sent to 
85 affected and at-risk countries, helping veterinarians 
recognize and control the disease. This contributed 
to drastically reduce the incidence of the disease, 
increasing incomes and improving access to meat and 
milk for poor rural people, particularly for children 
and women.

Protecting livestock from Peste  
  des Petits Ruminants   



In 246 communes in southern Cambodia, FAO 
has supported some 49 200 poor rural people with 
financial literacy, together with entrepreneurial 
skills provided by the international non-
governmental organization SNV, and with training 
on core agricultural technologies from the General 
Directorate of Agriculture. As a result, they have 
been able to invest more in income-generating 
activities, develop local businesses and increase 
agricultural productivity.

These achievements are part of the Project for 
Agricultural Development and Economic Empowerment 
(PADEE), developed by IFAD and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Cambodia, in 
collaboration with FAO and other partners.

Poor rural people in Cambodia lack access to capital 
for investing in technologies, entrepreneurial skills and 
financial services of formal credit. For these reasons, 
they are often unable to make a decent living from 
agriculture. Though the PADEE, FAO is working to 
improve the livelihoods, capacities and food security of 
poor rural households in the region by improving their 
financial literacy, thus increasing their access to credit. 

Beneficiaries, most of whom are women, have 
already improved their financial planning abilities. 
They have also benefitted from enhanced access to 
financial and banking services and are building on 
the habit of saving money through personal accounts 
in micro-finance institutions. FAO has also supported 
the development of an alternative financial system 
comprised of 984 community-based and group-
managed funds.

The project also works to strengthen the participation 
of small producers and their organization in the formal 
economy by supporting innovative investments that 
improve the linkages between producers and markets.

Boosting development in Cambodia through     
   credit, technology and markets  

Since 2014, paddy producers in rural Tanzania, with 
the support of FAO, have increased their yields and 
improved their business thanks to high quality 
inputs, training in marketing strategies and financial 
literacy. They have also improved their linkages with 
markets and competitiveness in the local rice value 
chain, thanks to better agricultural practices and 
organizational capacities.

In Tanzania, the agricultural sector is 
underperforming. While rice is the second most 
important crop in the country, farmers still operate at 
subsistence level. Low productivity is often caused by 
lack of inputs and poor agricultural practices. Farmers 
also lack organizational skills to enable collective 
action, and have low financial literacy, which prevent 
them to access credit.

FAO has collaborated with the Rabobank and NMB 
Foundation to address these challenges by building 
the managerial capacity of producer organizations, and 
improving productivity levels, market linkages and 
financial literacy of poor smallholders in the rural districts 

of Morogoro, to enhance their creditworthiness and 
improve their linkages with financial services. 

Beneficiaries have improved their competitiveness in the 
local rice value chain by formalizing their organizations into 
Agriculture Marketing Cooperative Societies (AMCOS). 
Getting people organized into cooperatives has resulted in 
increased bargaining power of the producers and improved 
linkages with other actors along the value chain. 

Thanks to their increased levels of managerial and financial 
literacy, farmers are now collectively processing, storing and 
marketing paddy rice through their cooperative, and they 
are participating in value-addition activities such as sorting 
and grading. Thanks to the loan provided by the village 
community bank, farmers have also bought a rice milling 
machine to improve their business.

Small paddy producers in the two districts have also 
improved their yields from an initial 0.5 tons per acre to 
up to 5 tons of paddy per acre. This was possible thanks 
to the introduction of high yielding seed varieties and 
labour serving technologies through the System of Rice 
Intensification, the provision of tools and inputs such as rice 
transplanters and fertilizers, as well as training on good 
agricultural practices, water and post-harvest management.

Improving incomes for smallholders in Tanzania through    
    training, inputs and financial literacy 
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Maps: elaborated by Simona Capocaccia

Promoting high quality seeds among small-scale  
   farmers in Tajikistan 
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In Tajikistan, FAO has helped poor smallholders 
and family farmers double their yields by providing 
about 250 tonnes of high quality wheat seeds as well 
as training to reproduce superior wheat varieties. 
They were also taught to diversify crops and improve 
crop management. Overall, small-scale farmers 
benefitted from improved access to high quality 
seeds and increased their productivity. 

Bread is the staple food in Tajikistan, and growing wheat is 
the traditional occupation of dehkan, or small-scale farms 
engaged in crop production. While in recent years the 
country’s grain production has exceeded 1.3 million tons, 
with wheat accounting for 80 to 95 percent of the total 
yields, grain yields remain low compared to their potential. 

FAO is supporting the country to boost the grain yields 
of poor smallholders and family farmers and improve 
their food security by helping them select superior wheat 
varieties and improve self-production of high quality 
seed materials. Funded by the Government of Austria, 
the project has also helped farmers diversify wheat based 
cropping systems by introducing alternative crops, such 
as pulses, oil and fodder. 

Thanks to training, smallholder farms could increase 
their production of high quality wheat seed by up to 15 
percent. Beneficiaries can now access new, high-yielding 
varieties that are resistant to diseases – especially wheat 
rusts – tolerant to Tajikistan’s climate, and have good 
grain quality for baking the traditional tandyr bread. 

The project, which is part of the FAO Regional Initiative 
on Empowering smallholders and family farmers in Europe 
and Central Asia, has also facilitated the establishment of 
a small farmers’ network, which allows members to share 
the seeds obtained from harvest within their communities, 
multiplying the positive impact of the project. 
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