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THE IMPERATIVE OF 
OCEAN ACTION

Peter Thomson
UN Secretary-General’s Special  

Envoy for the Ocean

Editorial: Special Envoy for the Ocean

It has been nearly a year since we gathered at the first-ever UN Ocean Conference. 
Held at the UN Headquarters in New York in June 2017, the conference was the 
necessary game-changer to acknowledge the cycle of decline in which the Ocean has 
been caught and to take action to reverse that cycle. Representatives of governments, 
business, science, civil society and other Ocean stakeholders gathered to contribute, 
to listen and to agree on what that remedial action should be. Since that seminal 
event, it is clear that global consciousness has been aroused and that waves of Ocean 
action are spreading around the world. 

At the heart of the conference was the drive to support the implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14). This is the Ocean goal, an integral 
component of the UN’s universally adopted 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 
I remain confident that the 10 targets of SDG 14 will be achieved, but it must be said 
that such confidence can only be justified if humanity keeps faith, as it must, with the 
Paris Climate Agreement. This is so because many of the key elements of Oceans’ 
decline emanate from the planet’s accumulating greenhouse gases - notable elements 
being rising sea levels, Ocean acidification, warming and deoxygenation.

SDG 14 sets out to conserve and sustainably use Oceans’ resources for sustainable 
development. Its 10 targets provide us with a global framework to address the 
multiple threats damaging our Oceans, from the knock-on effects of greenhouse 
gas emissions, to the depletion of fish-stocks, to inadequate Ocean science and 
governance, to the relentless flow of land-to-sea pollution from sewage, industrial 
run-off and the scourge of discarded plastic. The challenges we have brought to our 
shores are immense, but in SDG 14 we have a comprehensive plan to set things right. 
Through fidelity to SDG 14’s implementation, coupled with our efforts to support 
the demands of the Paris Climate Agreement, we will work our way to delivering to 
our children, to our grandchildren and those who come after them, a healthy Ocean 
capable of meeting humanity’s needs in a sustainable manner.
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Remedial Ocean action is underway. The Ocean Conference produced the forceful, 
universal political declaration “Our Ocean, Our Future: Call for Action” and raised 
over 1 400 voluntary commitments by governments, the UN system, IGOs, NGOs, 
businesses and other stakeholders in support of SDG 14’s implementation. To assist 
these commitments to fruition, make them grow, and encourage collaborations and 
partnerships for progress, UN-DESA has since launched nine thematic Communities of 
Action open to everyone who has registered a voluntary commitment or wishes to do 
so now or in the future - see the UN-DESA website https://oceanconference.un.org.

The SDG 14 commitments are as diverse as they are numerous. For example, 
commitments registered under target 14.4 on sustainable fisheries include ecosystem 
approaches to fisheries; eliminating harmful fishing practices and gear; improving 
monitoring and enforcement; creating science-based fisheries management plans; 
reducing by-catch and discards; and providing for eco-labelling, traceability and 
market-based instruments. Some commitments are highly local, others are regional, 
like the IUU Task Force partnership with African coastal states aimed at eradicating 
IUU fishing in their EEZs. Some commitments are wider in scope, such as the 
programme led by the UN Economic Commission for Europe to promote standards 
for sustainable fisheries management and traceability on a global scale.

Target 14.6, which pledges to put an end to subsidies contributing to IUU fishing and 
overcapacity by 2020, has resuscitated the debate on this issue. After nearly 20 years 
of WTO negotiations there is still no multilateral framework to regulate fisheries 
subsidies, nor an agreed strategy for ending those known to be damaging or illegal - 
the latter thought to amount to US$ 23 billion a year. It is time to stop throwing good 
money after bad and to live up to the commitment of SDG 14.6. A great opportunity 
to achieve this target approaches with the 2019 WTO Ministerial Conference, and it 
must not be missed.

With four of the 10 SDG 14 targets due to be met by 2020, there is no time to lose. 
We welcome new partners and new commitments from all regions and all sectors. 
Alongside the commitments directly related to fishing, we have hundreds targeting 
plastic pollution, combating the destruction of mangroves and coral reefs, and the 
curbing of shipping pollution, to name just a few. All are invited on board this journey 
of recovery, a journey that will bring the great vision of SDG 14 to reality. Essential 
members of our great venture must of course be the Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations and their members. Welcome on board!

In conclusion, I emphasise again that it can only be from good science that we chart our 
course to SDG 14’s targets. Ocean science demands much more of our resources and 
attention, for so much of what lies beneath the waves remains unknown. If we are to 
make the right decisions, so vital to our future, on how to deal with the complexities of 
acidification, deoxygenation, changing thermoclines and shifting ocean currents, we need 

Essential members 
of our great 
venture must of 
course be the 
Regional Fisheries 
Management 
Organizations and 
their members.
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the best of scientific findings to guide us. It is thus heartening that the UN has declared 
2021-2030 to be the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development, a 
decade that should elicit a great leap forward in our knowledge of the Ocean.

All of us have a part to play in reversing the Ocean’s cycle of decline. Individuals can 
decide never to consume illegally-caught fish, never to discard plastic such that it 
will end up in the Ocean. Local communities can address the ecological integrity of 
their rubbish collection and treatment of sewage, their protection of natural assets 
like mangroves and coral reefs. Governments can set the rules and regulations 
needed to support SDG 14’s implementation, like curbing single-use plastics, signing 
up to the Port States Measures Agreement and helping eradicate harmful fisheries 
subsidies. And at the highest levels, regional and international organisations and the 
global community of nations as a whole can stay true to the existential goals we 
have set ourselves, namely the Paris Climate Agreement and the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda.

Effective action on Climate Change and Ocean Change is the great calling of the  
21st Century, with none of us exempt from the processes of cause and effect. The 
health of the Ocean is fundamental to humanity’s future - think only of the fact that 
every second breath of oxygen you take comes from the Ocean. Thus, we must take 
this journey together, for there is only one planet Earth, and if we are to succeed in 
ending our era of stewardship with a renewed relationship of respect and balance 
with the Ocean, this is the time to double-down on our resolve. Implement the targets 
of SDG 14 and we will indeed have restored a rightful balance between protection 
and production, between conservation and sustainable use of the Oceans’ bountiful 
resources. This action is one of the great imperatives of our time and the generations 
to come are watching us.

©
Pe

te
r T

ho
m

so
n



©
F.T

ru
jil

lo

PAGE

4

Issue #17 • July 2018



PAGE

5

Issue #17 • July 2018

Contents 

Message from Driss Meski ____________________________________________________________________________________08
Updates on developments on UNGA and DOALOS work __________________________________________________11
The impact of the BlueBRIDGE project ______________________________________________________________________14
Save the date: Tenure and UserRights 2018 _______________________________________________________________ 16

 latest news and Highlights 08

Regional fishery bodies delivering on the UN Agenda 2030 _______________________________________________20
FAO’s commitment for SDG 14 _______________________________________________________________________________22
Unlocking the potential of regional cooperation for transformational change towards sustainability ____25
Regional fishery bodies in action! _____________________________________________________________________________28

ATLAFCO ____________________________________________________________________________________________________29
COPPESAALC _______________________________________________________________________________________________30
CTMFM ______________________________________________________________________________________________________31
FCWC ________________________________________________________________________________________________________32
FFA ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________34
GFCM ________________________________________________________________________________________________________36
ICCAT _________________________________________________________________________________________________________37
ICES___________________________________________________________________________________________________________38
LTA ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________39
NAMMCO ___________________________________________________________________________________________________40
NEAFC _______________________________________________________________________________________________________41
NPAFC________________________________________________________________________________________________________42
OSPESCA-SICA ______________________________________________________________________________________________44
SEAFDEC_____________________________________________________________________________________________________45
SIOFA _________________________________________________________________________________________________________46
WECAFC _____________________________________________________________________________________________________47

 SDGs CORNER 20

 News from members 54
ATLAFCO ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________54
CCAMLR ________________________________________________________________________________________________________58
COPPESAALC __________________________________________________________________________________________________60
CTMFM _________________________________________________________________________________________________________62
FCWC ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________63
GFCM ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________64
ICCAT ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________66
IWC _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________68
NAFO ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________70
OSPESCA-SICA ________________________________________________________________________________________________71
OSPESCA-WECAFC-CRFM Synergies _______________________________________________________________________72
PSC ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________73
SEAFO __________________________________________________________________________________________________________74
SIOFA ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________76
SPRFMO ________________________________________________________________________________________________________77
WECAFC ________________________________________________________________________________________________________78

 publications AND papers 84

 Upcoming events 2018 88

 regional fishery bodies and networks – Acronyms  92

RFBs FACTS AND FIGURES for the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture ___________ 06



PAGE

6
PAGE

6
PAGE

6

49%
Advisory mandate

51%
Regulatory mandate

PERCENTAGE OF RFBs WITH  
REGULATORY OR ADVISORY MANDATE

31%
AQUACULTURE IN MANDATE

31%
Species specific

69%
Non-species specific

SPECIES IN THEIR AREA OF COVERAGE 33%
of RFBs  
have member countries 
belonging to the  
low income  
group-category

RFBs FACTS & FIGURES 
for the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture

1925
1920

1930
1935

1940
1950

1955
1960

1965
1970

1975
1980

1985
1990

1995
2000

2005
2010

2015
1945

60

50

40

20

30

10

0

N
U

M
B

E
R

 
O

F
 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S

1945
UN and FAO 
fundation

1982
UNCLOS

1995
UNFSA

Increase of RFBs from 1920 to 2016



PAGE

7

©
Ed

m
un

da
s 

St
un

dz
iu

s

RFBs  

52%
RFMOs  

86%

RFMOs 
Adoption of conservation  
and management measures 

RFBs 
 96%

RFMOs
   95%

COOPERATION WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS

85%

RFBs  

35%
RFMOs  

55%

VESSEL MONITORING 
SYSTEMS

RFBs/RFMOs WITH DATA  
COLLECTION SYSTEM IN PLACE

0–10

21–30

11–20

> 50

Not  
applicable

50.1%

13.6%
13.6%

4.5%
18.2%

0–10

21–30

11–20

> 50

Not  
applicable

26.2%

4.3%
8.7%

13%
47.8%

B
Y

 R
F

B
s

B
Y

 R
F

M
O

s

0–10

21–30

11–20

> 50

Not  
applicable

54.6%

4.5%
22.7%

9.1%
9.1%

0–10

21–30

11–20

> 50

Not  
applicable

39.1%

8.7%
8.7%

17.4%
26.1%

B
Y

 R
F

B
s

B
Y

 R
F

M
O

s

How many fisheries are managed?

Fish stocks regularly assessed

RFBs FACTS & FIGURES 
for the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture



PAGE

8

Issue #17 • July 2018

HIGHLIGHTS

After fourteen years at the helm of the ICCAT 
Secretariat, I am retiring this year. Fisheries management 
has changed substantially over the last few years, as 
technology opens up new possibilities. But looking back 
at the issues we faced in 2004, I note that many of the 
challenges remain the same today. 

One of the major challenges, despite the excellent 
progress made, is the elimination worldwide of illegal, 
unreported and unregulated activities. To achieve this 
goal, continued exchange of information is vital. ICCAT 

In 2004, I attended the meeting of the Regional Fishery 
Bodies Network for the first time as Executive Secretary 

of ICCAT. At that time, the organisation was young: the 
2004 meeting was the fourth RSN meeting to have been 
held. I have been a regular participant ever since. It is 
my belief now, as it was then, that the strengthening of 
ties between us helps us all towards a more effective 
implementation of the management measures taken by 
our respective organizations, and that the deliberations 
which take place through the RSN are of assistance to 
them, when considering new measures.

Highlights

Message from Driss Meski,  
Chair of Regional Fishery Bodies Secretariats’ 
Network and Executive Secretary of the 
International Commission for the Conservation  
of Atlantic Tunas
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has been combating IUU fisheries for many years, and 
the many management measures adopted by ICCAT 
have led to a significant reduction of this activity in the 
ICCAT Convention Area. 

Similar progress has been made by other organisations, 
and while more work is always needed to continue this 
fight, and on ocean governance in general, I believe that 
the existing organisations are an excellent framework 
for such governance. They must continue strengthening 
their coordination and improving their actions.

It has been a great honour for me to Chair the RSN for 
the last two years; I should like to express my thanks  
Dr. Arni Mathiesen and to Piero Mannini and his team 
for their most valuable assistance and to all of you in the 
RSN for your support and friendship. 
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UPDATES ON DEVELOPMENTS
in the General Assembly and in the work of the  
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea  
relevant to the work of regional fishery bodies

Latest news

Developments pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution 72/72 on 
Sustainable fisheries

Informal consultations of States Parties to 
the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement 
(ICSP-13)

>   The thirteenth round of informal consultations 
of States Parties to the United Nations Fish Stocks 
Agreement (ICSP-13) was held from 22 to 23 May 
2018, focusing on the topic of “Science-policy 
interface”. 

The views submitted by invited participants on this 
topic, as well as other relevant documents for this 
meeting, can be found on the website of the Division 
at: www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/
fish_stocks_agreement_states_parties.htm. 

>   The topic of focus of the fourteenth round of 
informal consultations of States Parties to the 
Agreement to be held in 2019 will be “Performance 
reviews of regional fisheries management 
organizations and arrangements.”

Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and 
the Law of the Sea (ICP-19)

>   The nineteenth meeting of the United Nations 
Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans 
and the Law of the Sea (ICP-19) was held in New York 
from 18 to 22 June 2018. “Anthropogenic underwater 
noise” was the focus of discussions. Regional fisheries 
management organizations and arrangements have 
been invited to participate in the meeting, as per past 
practice. All the relevant documents can be found on 
the website of the Division at: www.un.org/depts/los/
consultative_process/consultative_process.htm. 

Within the framework of the two annual United Nations General Assembly resolutions on Oceans and the 
Law of the Sea and on Sustainable Fisheries, the UNGA continues to address multiple ocean-related 

matters. This year, the UNGA is discussing the topic of, “The effects of climate change on oceans”, during the 
18th UN Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea. As in the past, FAO contributed to 
the preparatory process of this year’s session by reporting on its initiatives aimed at addressing climate change, 
climate-related disasters and their impact on the fisheries and aquaculture sector.

At its 72nd session, the UNGA proclaimed the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 
(the Decade) for the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 2021. The UNGA named the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC) as the lead agency for a roadmap and implementation plan in 
consultation with member countries, specialized agencies of the UN, including UN Oceans, and other relevant 
stakeholders. FAO will support the co-design of the Decade over a three-year period (2018-2020), to achieve 
a campaign that is highly inclusive and leads to major breakthroughs in ocean science in support of ocean 
management and services.

http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement_states_parties.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement_states_parties.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/consultative_process/consultative_process.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/consultative_process/consultative_process.htm
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Biological diversity of areas beyond  
national jurisdiction

>   Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/249, 
the organizational meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Conference on an international legally binding 
instrument under the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas 
beyond national jurisdiction was held in New York 
from 16 to 18 April 2018, to discuss organizational 
matters, including the process for the preparation 
of the zero draft of the instrument. All relevant 
documents from the meeting can be found on the 
website of the Division at: https://www.un.org/bbnj/
content/organizational-meeting, including the closing 
statement from the President of the Conference, 
Rena Lee, Ambassador for Oceans and Law of the Sea 
Issues and Special Envoy of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Singapore (available at: http://undocs.org/
en/a/conf.232/2018/2). The statement includes a 
comprehensive summary of the discussions. The first 
session of the Conference will be held from 4 to 17 
September 2018.

The Ad Hoc Working Group of  
the Whole

>   Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/73, 
the tenth meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group 
of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global 
Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (the 
Regular Process), was held from 28 February to 1 
March 2018, and approved, inter alia, the outline of the 
second world ocean assessment which can be found at 
http://www.un.org/depts/los/global_reporting/10th_
adhoc_2018/2018_GOERP_Outline.pdf.

Second round of regional workshops in 
support of the Regular Process 

>   In accordance with the programme of work for the 
period 2017-2020 for the second cycle of the Regular 
Process, the second round of regional workshops, 
scheduled to begin in the second half of 2018, is 
meant to support the development of the second 
world ocean assessment, and to, inter alia, inform the 
collection of regional level information and data for 
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Accordingly, States are encouraged to appoint 
additional experts, including through their 
designated National Focal Points. Moreover, relevant 
intergovernmental organizations can also provide 
recommendations to the Bureau of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process, 
through the secretariat.

>   The Personal History Form for the nomination 
of experts to the Pool of Experts (to be sent to the 
Division at doalos@un.org), as well as other relevant 
information, can be found at: http://www.un.org/
depts/los/rp. This form also provides a list of desired 
fields of expertise, as well as associated sea areas. 

the preparation of that assessment. The first regional 
workshop of the second round of workshops, which 
will focus on the North Atlantic, the Baltic Sea, the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea region, will be 
held in Valletta, Malta, from 2 to 3 July 2018. 

Nominations to the Pool of Experts  
of the second cycle of the  
Regular Process

>   The preparation of the second world ocean 
assessment, during the second cycle of the Regular 
Process1, will require a large Pool of Experts with 
expertise in a wide range of subjects. The experts 
can be appointed in accordance with the mechanism 
for the establishment of the Pool of Experts for the 
second cycle of the Regular Process2. 

1 Available at: https://www.un.org/depts/los/global_reporting/8th_
adhoc_2017/mech.pdf.

2 The list of National Focal Points designated so far can be 
found at: https://www.un.org/depts/los/global_reporting/8th_
adhoc_2017/mech.pdf.
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After 30 productive months, the H2020 BlueBRIDGE 
project recently completed its activities. It delivered 

data services in support of fisheries, aquaculture and 
environmental sciences. The services can now be used 
to detect aquaculture, manage fisheries datasets, analyze 
time series, or support traceability of fisheries, and more. 

For instance, regional databases can support the work of 
data collation and visualization for RFBs, by harmonizing 
the collected data, and display these on interactive 
maps, or analyze them using more than 25 available 
algorithms to support stock assessment. The Tuna Atlas, 
which provides just one example of the use of these data 
services, is explained in detail at the dedicated webpage: 
https://bluebridge.d4science.org/web/fao_tunaatlas.

The same data services can also be used to report on 
SDGs such as SDG 14.4.1, through an on-line application 
that now provides both information about the data 

collection, as well as basic analytical methods that 
can help in the process of country reporting on use of 
fisheries resources. Standards for unique identification 
of stocks and fisheries were also elaborated, to support 
the global monitoring of fish stocks and fisheries status, 
and for traceability purposes. You can watch the webinar 
recording now at: https://www.bluebridge-vres.eu/
events/webinar-global-record-stocks-and-fisheries-25-
january-2018-3pm-cet. 

Other indicator-based data services were developed 
to monitor the progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity 
Target 11. Led by GRID-Arendal, and with significant 
support from FAO Fisheries, the exact same 
infrastructure shared or re-used data services 
to compute the coverage by any type of Marine 
Protected Area. You can learn more and register for the 
application at: https://bluebridge.d4science.org/web/
protectedareaimpactmaps.

PAGE

14

THE IMPACT OF THE  
BlueBRIDGE PROJECT
Data science for sustainability

About BlueBRIDGE

This Virtual Research Environment has been created as part 
of the BlueBRIDGE project. BlueBRIDGE supports capacity 
building in interdisciplinary research communities actively 
involved in increasing scientific knowledge about resource 
overexploitation, degraded environment and ecosystems, with 
the aim of providing a more solid ground for informed advice to 
competent authorities and to enlarge the spectrum of growth 
opportunities as addressed by the Blue Growth  
Societal Challenge.

BlueBRIDGE capitalizes on past investments and uses the 
proven D4Science infrastructure . D4Science counts over 2 000 
users, integrates more than 50 repositories, executes around  
20 000 models and algorithms per month, and provides access 
to over a billion records in repositories worldwide, with  
99,7 percent service availability. 

for MORE INFORMATION
about the project please visit us at
http://www.bluebridge-vres.eu

https://www.bluebridge-vres.eu/events/webinar-global-record-stocks-and-fisheries-25-january-2018-3pm-cet
https://www.bluebridge-vres.eu/events/webinar-global-record-stocks-and-fisheries-25-january-2018-3pm-cet
https://www.bluebridge-vres.eu/events/webinar-global-record-stocks-and-fisheries-25-january-2018-3pm-cet
https://bluebridge.d4science.org/web/protectedareaimpactmaps
https://bluebridge.d4science.org/web/protectedareaimpactmaps
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Save the date
Tenure and UserRights 2018:  
Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030
Global conference

this September
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What & When?

The Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations 
(FAO) and the Republic 
of Korea’s Ministry of 
Oceans and Fisheries are 
co-organizing the global 
conference “Tenure 
and UserRights 2018: 
Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals by 
2030” (UserRights 2018) 
in Yeosu, Republic of 
Korea, 10–14 September 
2018.

How can you 
participate? 

Participation at UserRights 
2018 is open and free to all. 
There is no registration fee. 

As part of progressing from 
perceptions to experiences, 
participants will exchange 
information and concrete 
examples by presenting case 
studies on how tenure and 
rights-based approaches can 
harmonize the concepts of 
responsible fisheries in social 
and economic development. 

To increase the possibility of 
making comparisons across 
case studies, the UserRights 
2018 secretariat has 
developed a questionnaire 
and a case study template. 

Conference participants 
are asked to complete the 
questionnaire and use their 
answers to write up a case 
study based on the template. 

Please visit the conference 
website for more 
information: www.fao.
org/about/meetings/
user-rights. If you have 
questions, please contact 
the conference organizers at 
UserRights-2018@fao.org 

Why? 

Marine and inland fisheries provide millions of people 
around the globe with food security and livelihood 
opportunities. Advancing knowledge on how the 
world’s fisheries are accessed, used, and managed 
through various rights-based approaches is a crucial 
step towards achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and ensuring nutritious food and decent 
employment are available to all.

The purpose of UserRights 2018 is to share 
information and practical experiences on tenure 
and rights-based approaches and highlight how they 
contribute to achieving the SDGs. Session topics will 
include: (1) customary and indigenous peoples’ tenure 
rights in fisheries, (2) open access fisheries, (3) limited 
access fisheries: input controls (licenses, IEs, TURFs), 
(4) limited access fisheries: output controls (TACs, 
IQs, CDQs, Catch Shares, QMS), (5) the post-harvest 
sector, (6) competing fisheries stakeholders (migratory 
fishing, industrial and SSF, national, regional, 
international issues), (7) multiple use in coastal zone 
management and rights (aquaculture, MPAs, tourism, 
etc.), and (8) social aspects of tenure and user rights 
in fisheries (human rights, right to food, gender, 
indigenous peoples, youth). 

UserRights 2018 will also look at the links between 
different types of tenure and rights-based 
approaches, and how they contribute to achieving 
SDG 1: No Poverty, SDG 2: Zero Hunger, SDG 5: 
Gender Equality, SDG 10: Reduce Inequality 
within and among countries, SDG 12: Responsible 
Consumption and Production, SDG 14: Conserve 
and Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas and Marine 
Resources for Sustainable Development, and 
SDG 14b: Provide Access for Small-scale Artisanal 
Fishers to Marine Resources and Markets.

Save the date
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The international legal framework for ocean 
governance and fisheries is made up of a multitude 

of global, regional and bilateral binding and voluntary 
instruments. The cornerstone of these instruments is 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS)3, which provides the international legal basis 
for the protection and sustainable use of living and 
non-living resources of the world’s oceans. UNCLOS is 
the point of departure for most, if not all, binding and 
voluntary international fisheries instruments. These 
instruments have progressed to address prominent and 
emerging fisheries governance challenges, and have

been influenced by the ongoing evolution of global 
environmental milestones, most notably the 1992 
Earth Summit4, which adopted Agenda 21 and the Rio 
Declaration, and highlighted sustainable development as 
a central tenet. 

Some recent key developments in FAO’s work on 
fisheries and aquaculture include the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the progress towards a 
new internationally-binding instrument under UNCLOS 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 
in areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ)5.

3 The 1982 UN Law of the Sea Convention: www.un.org/depts/los/
convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf

4 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development.

REGIONAL FISHERY BODIES 
DELIVERING ON THE UN AGENDA 2030

SDGs
CORNER

RFBs
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In addition to the above-mentioned global processes 
and international instruments, the regional dimension 
is key to their implementation, as it is with regard to 
dialogue and work with countries. The regionalisation 
of fisheries and aquaculture governance is a unique 
opportunity to address common concerns, create 
synergies and to mainstream the global objectives of 
relevant UN bodies. Furthermore, it can help turn theory 
into practice at local level, and broaden the outreach of 
the global fisheries agenda among the general public.

Cooperation at the regional level is essential, as 
processes related to the exploitation of natural living 
resources usually involve several countries and affect 
the entire community. In an increasingly connected 
world, regional fishery bodies (RFBs), and particularly 
regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs), 
are gaining importance in international fora, for 
discussion of issues related to fisheries management  
and shared living marine and inland resources. 

The regional fisheries organizations, including 
advisory and management bodies, are key players in 
working towards the sustainable developments goals. 
Acting as a forum for discussion or by implementing 
conservation measures, they are: providing technical 
and scientific support to their member countries and 
contributing to the achievement of the UN 2030 
agenda; ensuring policy and institutions coherence, 
establishing cooperating partnerships among 
them, with UN agencies and national stakeholders; 
improving data, monitoring and accountability when 
appropriate, according to their mandate (SDG 17),  
also being a relevant source for FAO data knowledge,  
i.e. the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 
(CCRF) survey.

In order to enhance food security, socio-economic 
development, resource management and 
sustainability, RFBs are also addressing regional 
emerging issues linked to, among others, biodiversity 
and ecosystem approach needs; climate change 
impact; concerns on stocks and species of mutual 
interest such as transboundary disease; the illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing affecting 
sustainability of resources, and the lack of governance 
on small scale fisheries.

5 UNGA Resolution No. 66/231 ‘Oceans and the law of the sea’ 
(UN doc. A/RES/66/231, of 5 April 2012) and UN doc. A/66/119, 
of 9 June 2011.

CORNER
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The high-level United Nations Conference to 
Support the Implementation of Sustainable 

Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development (5 to 9 June 2017, New York) adopted a 
Call for Action6 with concrete recommendations, and 
generated more than 1300 voluntary commitments 
on forward-facing work related to the implementation 
of SDG 14.

During the Conference, FAO announced commitments 
ranging from general support to SIDS and technical 
assistance on issues related to market access and 
trade-related aspects, to the strengthening of fisheries 
governance as well as States’ capacities to prevent, 
deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing, all to be implemented through the FAO’s 
Blue Growth Initiative, which is based on FAO’s Code 
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF) and the 
Ecosystem approach.

This Conference agreed on a number of challenges in relation 
to fisheries, including:

> Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing;

> Challenges in the management of shared, straddling and 
migratory stocks on the high-seas as well as in coastal 
sovereign waters; and

> Improving the status of fisheries in coastal communities 
in developing countries, including SIDS. These are mostly 
small-scale fisheries, and those concerned make up over  
90 percent of the people involved in the global  
fishing industry.

FAO is currently working together with the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, His 
Excellency, Ambassador Peter Thomson of Fiji, and the 
broader UN system, on the needed follow-up actions to the 
commitments made at the Conference, by performing the 
function of Focal Point for the Community of Ocean Action 
on Sustainable Fisheries.

6 https://oceanconference.un.org/callforaction

FAO’S COMMITMENT FOR SDG 14
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FAO’s role as custodian for SDG 14 INDICATORS

The March 2017 UN Statistical Commission, which 
endorsed 230 indicators to monitor the SDGs’ 169 

targets, highlighted the importance of the methods used 
for data collection, target monitoring, and measuring 
progress, in the effort to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

FAO’s role as custodian is directed, in particular, towards 
the following indicators:

14.4.1 Proportion of fish stocks within biologically 
sustainable levels. FAO’s analysis of assessed stocks 
concludes that the share of stocks within biologically 
sustainable levels has exhibited a downward trend, 
declining from 90 percent in 1974 to 68.6 percent 
in 2013. Thus, in 2013, 31.4 percent of stocks were 
fished at biologically unsustainable levels and therefore 
overfished.

14.6.1 Progress by countries in the degree of 
implementation of international instruments aiming to 
combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 
A year after its entry into force, significant progress in 
adherence to the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures 
is being made. Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 
implementation questionnaires indicate numerous 
countries have developed and implemented national plans 
of action to combat IUU fishing.

14.7.1 Sustainable fisheries as a percentage of GDP in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), least-developed 
countries and all countries. Access to relevant data on 
the value of fisheries within the national economy offers 
an opportunity to examine the comparative success of 
specific country policies on fisheries management and 
economic development.

14.b.1 Progress by countries in adopting and 
implementing a legal/regulatory/policy/institutional 
framework that recognizes and protects access rights 
for small-scale fisheries. The Voluntary Guidelines for 
Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries includes 
specific chapters on the responsible governance of 
tenure and on value chains, post-harvest and trade, 
providing an important tool for achieving SDG 14.b.1. 
FAO supports countries and regions actively engaged in 
the implementation of these Voluntary Guidelines.

FAO MONITORING, ACTIVITIES  
AND INSTRUMENTS, BOTH BINDING 
AND NON-BINDING, PLAY AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN ACHIEVING THE 
OBJECTIVES OF SDG 14.

FAO  
WORKING 
FOR SDG 14
Healthy oceans for  
food security, nutrition  
and resilient communities

For more details on FAO’s 
efforts towards the sustainable 
use of oceans for food 
security, nutrition and resilient 
communities, please visit: www.
fao.org/3/a-i7298e.pdf and 
the blog of the Blue Growth 
Initiative www.fao.org/blogs/
blue-growth-blog/en/, as well 
as The FAO State of World 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
(SOFIA).©
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The successful implementation of the 2030 
Agenda will depend on effective international 

cooperation capable of promoting multi-stakeholder 
partnerships. The relevance of these partnerships 
is not limited to the support of actions and policies 
geared towards the achievement of the SDG targets, 
but also includes support to countries in establishing 
efficient accountability frameworks through the 
implementation of proper SDG monitoring and 
reporting activities. An effective monitoring 
framework ensures a close follow-up of impacts 
of national policies and therefore allows policies 
adjustment towards the objectives to be attained. 

SDG 14 , the “Blue Goal”, calls for actions to 
conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources for sustainable development. 
Regional Fishery Bodies are key players in this 
context as they can effectively contribute to 
all fisheries targets of the Blue Goal. RFBs are 
strategically positioned in regional fisheries 
governance settings as they can attract support and 
facilitate collaboration with and among countries 
on the development and implementation of 
fisheries management policies. 

Given their technical and political competence, 
RFBs are playing a central role regarding the SDG 
global indicator framework related to fisheries. 
RFBs can help address the well-known complexity 
of fisheries-related indicators such as the 
identification of national stocks, the determination 
of stock status in data poor situations, the national 
definition of small scale fisheries, amongst 
others. RFBs can be instrumental in tackling such 
challenges, providing region-specific guidance and 
developing capacities of members for cost-efficient 
monitoring and reporting on fisheries-related SDG 
indicators.

FAO has been developing a series of global and 
regional training workshops on fisheries-related 
SDG 14 indicators (14.4.1, 14.6.1, 14.7.1 and 
14.b.1), and is providing further guidance for 
national monitoring through the development of 
guidelines and e-learning courses , the development 
of monitoring and/or reporting systems, including 
software (CCRF questionnaires) and partnerships 
(e.g. FIRMS) as well as capacity building. The FAO 
SDGs website and Monitoring webpage provides 
guidance and information about SDG indicators, 
FAO activities, the reporting and monitoring 
framework on all SDG indicators under FAO’s 
custodianship. 
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7  Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 6 July 2017 
(A/RES/71/313).

8  http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/goals/
goal-14/en

9  CCRF: Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.
10  FIRMS: Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System.
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The first meeting of the Sustainable Ocean 
Initiative (SOI), Global Dialogue with Regional 

Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies on 
Accelerating Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets was convened by the Secretariat of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity in Seoul in September 2016. 
 
The meeting was organized in collaboration with the  
United Nations Environment Programme and the Food  
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
 
The first meeting was aimed at facilitating the exchange 
of experiences and discussing specific tools and 
guidelines in order to enhance science- and ecosystem-
based, cross-sectoral approaches for addressing 
biodiversity and fisheries issues, and identifying 
options and opportunities to enhance cross-sectoral 
collaboration among regional seas organizations and 
regional fishery bodies, with a view to further strengthen 
their complementary roles in supporting national 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 
2011-2020, towards achieving the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets and the relevant Sustainable Development Goals. 

This was the first time that such a global meeting had 
brought together regional seas conventions and action 
plans with regional fishery bodies. The first SOI Global 
Dialogue confirmed the essential role played by regional 
organizations in supporting and facilitating actions 
by national governments for the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity and 
ecosystems, and in supporting and assessing progress 
towards global-level goals, including the aforementioned 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Regional cooperation is at different stages of 
development in various regions, and, as such, the 
appropriate next steps would vary among them, 
ranging from the establishment of dialogue to support 
cooperation where it does not exist, to strengthening 
this cooperation where it already exists.

Cross-sectoral cooperation and coordination at 
the regional level is underpinned by national-level 
coordination, and that effective regional coordination 
on scientific as well as managerial aspects can also 
facilitate national-level coordination. Some regional 
initiatives to enhance cooperation between seas 
organizations and fishery bodies were also introduced.

UNLOCKING THE POTENTIAL
of regional cooperation for transformational change  
towards sustainability.
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Participants at the first meeting emphasized the need to 
continue global dialogues, and welcomed the efforts of 
the Government of the Republic of Korea to make this 
global dialogue a regular forum, in collaboration with 
CBD Secretariat, UN Environment and FAO and various 
other partners.

Building on the successful conclusion of the first 
meeting, as summarized in “Seoul Outcome”1, the 2nd 

Meeting of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global 
Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional 
Fisheries Bodies was convened in Seoul in April 2018.

The meeting provided an overview of the evolving 
global ocean policy-scape, in particular regarding 
developments since the first meeting of the SOI 
Global Dialogue, noting the relevant outcomes of UN 
Biodiversity Conference 2016, UN Ocean Conference, 
71st Session of United Nations General Assembly, 
2016/2017 Sessions of the UN Environment Assembly 
(UNEA); 32nd Session of FAO Committee on Fisheries; 
and UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development. It is noted that both UNEA and COFI 
encouraged the cooperation between regional seas 
organisations and regional fishery bodies.

Participants also shared lessons learned and 
case-studies in addressing critical challenges and 
opportunities in regional-scale cooperation, under the 
theme of, “Unlocking the potential for transformational 
change towards sustainability,” with particular focus on 
discussing how cross-sectoral cooperation can enhance 
the application of the ecosystem approach/ecosystem-

based management; effectiveness of area-based 
management tools; preventing, reducing and mitigating 
the impacts of pollution, including marine debris; and 
monitoring and data/information sharing. Progresses in 
such regional cooperation were reported, particularly 
from the Northeast Atlantic, the Mediterranean, the 
Black Sea, the Caribbean, the ROPME/RECOFI region, 
the Western Indian Ocean, West and Central Africa, and 
the Pacific2.

Participants highlighted that the SOI Global Dialogue 
has already facilitated cross-sectoral engagement among 
many regional organizations/bodies. Efforts to promote 
cooperation between RSOs, RFBs/RFMOs, including the 
Large Marine Ecosystem projects and regional science 
organizations are ongoing, with many new examples 
emerging since the first SOI Global Dialogue. An 
important immediate task could be to link the resources 
available for organizations and regions most in need of 
support, such as capacity development and institutional 
strengthening. Although there seem to be overlapping 
approaches among existing and emerging initiatives, it 
was noted that continuous dialogue and communication 
among initiatives, including through the SOI Global 
Dialogue or through joint roadmaps, can ensure 
synergies and complementarity for the effective delivery 
of long-term outcomes.

Promising possible ways and means were identified to 
put the “Seoul Outcome” and the “Seoul Outcome plus 
Two” into concrete practice and to further enhance 
cross-sectoral collaboration at the regional scale, 
including regional dialogue and partnership initiatives.

1 http://www.cbd.int/doc/c/131a/e3c7/cd0278af3566459720cb775a/soi-seoul-outcome-brochure-en.pdf
2  Some of the cases are included in the UN Environment/Europ3ean Commission publication: Ocean Policies and Institutional Arrangements for Cross-sectoral 

Cooperation – Case studies for achieving Sustainable Development Goals https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/22330/Ocean%20
Policies%20and%20Institutional%20Arrangements%20for%20Cross-sectoral%20Cooperation.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Championing women in the  
fisheries sector

Among its contributions aimed at achieving the 
SDGs, the Ministerial Conference on fisheries 
cooperation among African States bordering the 
Atlantic Ocean (ATLAFCO) has emphasized the 
role of women in the fisheries sector (Goal 5: 
Achieve gender equality and empower all women 
and girls), through its African Network of Women 
in Fisheries (RAFEP). In a recent activity focused 
on the sustainable development of fisheries in 
Africa through women’s participation in the 
sector, a training session for ‘’The new information 
technology and communications - ICT - in the 
service of African women working in the fisheries 
sector’’ was organized by ATLAFCO in Larache 
(Morocco) on 24-25 April 2018.

 > Contribute to the promotion of women’s 
participation in the sustainable development of 
fisheries and economic and social development 
in ATLAFCO member countries;

 > Contribute to the strengthening of the 
organizational, professional and entrepreneurial 
capacities of women involved in the fisheries 
sector in ATLAFCO member countries, with a 
view to improving their political and economic 
powers;

 > Contribute to a better valorization of fishery 
products;

 > Promote the marketing of fishery products 
at the national, sub-regional, regional and 
international levels;

 > Facilitate access to credit for the financing  
of women’s activities;

 > Promote the social security of women  
in fisheries.

The training sought to:

• Sensitize and encourage participants on the 
positive impacts of using new ICTs and share 
successful experiences in this area;

• Contribute to strengthening the organizational, 
professional and entrepreneurial capacities of 
women fishers in the ATLAFCO countries, with 
a view to improving their political and economic 
powers.

The training session was attended by 17 women 
members of RAFEP, from Benin, Cameroon, Cabo 
Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, 
Equatorial Guinea, Liberia, Morocco, Mauritania, 
Senegal, and Sierra Leone. There was a significant 
presence of the West African Association for the 
Development of Artisanal Fisheries (WADAF).

ATLAFCO

The Network aims to:
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Blue Growth Initiative in Latin America 
and the Caribbean: the Way forward

On November, 27-28, 2017, COPPESAALC 
member countries met in Mexico City to 
participate in a first Regional High Level Meeting 
on the Blue Growth Initiative for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. The meeting was co-organized 
by FAO ( COPPESAALC Secretariat) and the 
National Commission of Aquaculture and Fisheries 
of Mexico. Some 50 representatives (Ministers, 
Viceministers and Directors of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture) of 16 countries, attended the meeting 
in which a series of discussions and commitments 
were made regarding: i) a regional strategy 
for South-South Cooperation to strengthen 
national capacities on sustainable fisheries and 
aquaculture; ii) International cooperation for fish 
stock assessments; iii) cooperation to combat, 

deter and eliminate IUU fishing and iv) increasing 
the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to 
food security and poverty alleviation. 

The opening ceremony was co-chaired by the 
Minister of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Rural 
Development, Fisheries and Food of Mexico, and 
the ADG of Fisheries and Aquaculture of FAO. A 
number of agreed actions are underway already, 
which include the Assistance of the Government 
of Mexico, through the use of a fisheries research 
vessel, to Fisheries Authorities of Central 
American countries, in fish stock assessment, as 
well as a number of South-South Cooperation 
activities to strengthen the institutional 
capacities to combat IUU fishing. In this regard, 
the Government of Chile has provided training 
to fisheries inspectors of Ecuador, Peru and 
Guatemala, among other important activities.

 COPPESAALC
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Applying science-based management 
decisions for achieving SDG 14

The Joint Technical Commission of the Maritime 
Front is responsible for conducting studies 
and coordinating plans and measures for 
the conservation, preservation and rational 
exploitation of living resources, along with the 
protection of the marine environment in the 
Common Fishing Zone of Argentina and Uruguay.

To comply with its objectives, the Commission 
coordinates the research plans of the member 
countries, promotes joint stock assessments and, 
based on the principles of the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries, establishes regulatory 
management measures.  

CTMFM

The Commission also compiles fishery statistics from 
its members (landings by fleet type, authorized vessel 
register and VMS information).

Over the last five years, the Commission has shown 
significant progress in the implementation of science-
based management decisions applying the precautionary 
and ecosystem approaches to fisheries management as 
its guiding principles. The sound technical information 
required was obtained by furthering the commitment 
to promote the meetings of six working groups which 
provide assessment regarding the different resources 
and the environmental studies, in addition to sponsoring 
scientific workshops, training courses and joint surveys 
employing 4 research vessels in the area.
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African Union strengthens governance 
of fisheries resources in West Africa in 
support of SDG 14

The Summit of African Heads of States and 
Governments, in Equatorial Guinea, June 2014, 
endorsed the Policy Framework and Reform Strategy 
for Fisheries and Aquaculture in Africa, as a blueprint 
for African fisheries and aquaculture development. 
This identified the promotion of subregional and 
regional cooperation as a strategic policy objective for 
enhanced governance capacity, particularly for shared 
fish stocks in Africa. 

Based on the outcomes of the 9th Conference of 
the Fisheries Committee for the West Central Gulf 
of Guinea (FCWC) Ministers held in 2016 that 
recommended, among others, the African Union to 
support the FCWC in the development of realistic 
regional plans of action for combating IUU, as well as 
in the formulation of a Regional Fisheries Management 
Plan. The request was accepted by the African Union 
Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR). 
Accordingly, the AU-IBAR, in collaboration with the 
Secretariat of the FCWC, launched studies to ensure 
the realization of these recommendations.

From 7 to 8 May 2018, in Nairobi, Kenya, the draft 
2019-2024 regional frameworks for an FCWC 
Regional Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing (RPOA-IUU) and the FCWC Regional 
Fisheries Management Plans have been validated 
by the member countries of the FCWC, (Ghana, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Cote D’Ivoire, Benin and Togo), 
with attendance and input in the discussions of 
AU-IBAR, EU-DG MARE, USAID-Ghana, EU-EFCA 
representatives and resources persons.

The FCWC Regional Plan of Action to Prevent, 
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing (RPOA-IUU) for 2019-2024 
reflects the progress made in the region to improve 
cooperation and collaboration between FCWC 
member countries, through the establishment of 
the West Africa Task Force to stop illegal fishing. 
New commitments to develop a regional approach 
to monitoring, control and surveillance will be 
supported through the creation of a regional VMS 
and MCS centre, based in the FCWC headquarters 
in Ghana.

FCWC

RFBs in action!
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The Regional Fisheries Management Plan will 
focus on support to the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries, by addressing the  
following areas:

• Ensuring sustainable small-scale fisheries

• Harmonization of regional legal and policy 
frameworks

• Strengthening of existing regional initiatives,  
e.g. the beach seine plans supported by the FAO  
EAF-Nansen project and the Ghana national plan  
to reduce fishing efforts.

The fight for sustainable fishing:  
FCWC regional transhipment  
strategy adopted, as contribution  
to SDGs 14 and 8

A complex seafood supply chain operates in the 
Fisheries Committee for the West Central Gulf of 
Guinea region and the West Africa Task Force has 
been monitoring high levels of illegal transhipment 
activity over the past years. This occurs in various 
forms – between industrial fishing vessels and 
small-scale vessels, between two industrial fishing 
vessels and between industrial fishing vessels 

and reefers – all of which require coordinated 
regional and national responses. Stronger controls 
on transhipment are needed to increase compliance 
of licensing conditions, safety and sanitary 
requirements, and will also help to crack down on 
labour abuses at sea.

A strategy to tackle transhipment was agreed 
by Ministers at the tenth FCWC Conference of 
Ministers. Developed in response to the growing 
recognition of at sea transhipment as a major 
challenge for sustainable management of fisheries, 
as a key facilitator of illegal fishing and a means 
for illegally caught fish to enter the supply chain. 
The Secretary General of the FCWC, Mr Seraphin 
Dedi Nadje commented, “Unauthorised at-sea 
transhipment is taking place between industrial 
fishing vessels who tranship catch to avoid oversight 
and inspection with fish being moved to refrigerated 
transport vessels, other industrial fishing vessels or 
to small-scale fishing vessels and transport canoes. 
Our regional strategy will tackle this through the 
harmonisation of national legislation, the sharing of 
information and through stronger requirements for 
VMS and AIS for fishing vessels.”
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Achieving the SDGs:  
An exemplary contribution

Exploring key Pacific regional fisheries 
management achievements

The Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) was established 
by Pacific leaders in 1979 to support cooperation 
among Pacific Island Countries in management of 
tuna fisheries of the Western and Central Pacific 
Ocean (WCPO). The 2.7 million ton annual WCPO 
tuna catch accounts for 60 percent of global 
production, with 60 percent of this catch coming 
from the waters of FFA Members. Tuna fisheries 
are a key resource for all Pacific Island countries – 
for many the only renewable economic resource. 
For the Pacific, therefore, effective management of 
tuna resources is not just relevant to SDG 14 but 
to achievement of SDGs right across the board. 

FFA

The FFA provides strategic support to its 17 
member countries across Fisheries Management, 
Monitoring Control and Surveillance (MCS) and 
Fisheries Development. The FFA’s Regional Fisheries 
Surveillance Centre (RFSC) provides a sustained 
regional focus in the fight against IUU.

FFA members’ collaboration in the WCPFC ensures 
that the voice of Pacific Island countries, as resource 
owners, is strongly heard in negotiations with 
Distant Water Fishing Nations to put in place binding 
Conservation and Management Measures.

These activities are underpinned by best practice 
fisheries science by the Oceanic Fisheries Program of 
the Pacific Community. The WCPO is the only tuna 
fishery on the planet in which all four target stocks 
are currently rated as sustainably fished, with no 
overfishing occurring. 

Food security in action – fruit and vegetables for fresh tuna.
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Tuna fisheries provided 25 000 jobs to FFA 
member countries in 2017. The success of the 
Vessel Day Scheme driven by the Parties to the 
Nauru Agreement (PNA), a sub-regional grouping 
of FFA member countries, has seen revenues from 
the purse seine fishery increase from 220 million in 
2012 to 480 million in 2016, accounting for more 
than 40 percent of government revenue in five 
small island developing states (SIDS) members.

The achievements of Pacific regional fisheries 
management to date is a significant global example 
of success, not just specifically towards SDG 14.2, 
14.4 and 14.7, but also in relation to the full range 
of SDG 14 challenges. In the wider context, the 
successful management and utilisation of the 
WCPO tuna fisheries is a significant contributor 
across a range of SDGs including poverty reduction, 
eliminating hunger, promoting decent work and 
improving industry innovation and infrastructure. 
The SDGs are well reflected in the Pacific Fisheries 

Roadmap endorsed by Pacific Leaders in 2015, which 
sets the framework for the FFA work program.

FFA receives support from the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) through a partnership between FAO 
and UNDP for FFA to deliver the Oceanic Fisheries 
Management Project (OFMP 2) which specifically targets 
effective SIDS participation in WCPFC processes. 

This is a prime example of SIDS working closely together 
to achieve a sustainable future, in an area in which 
the effective management of tuna fisheries is key for 
achieving a number of SDGs. 

Evening canoe fishing – Solomon Islands.

FFA Regional Fisheries Surveillance Centre – the heartbeat of Vessel 
Monitoring for the WCPO
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Mainstreaming SDGs into the 
regional fishery management 
organizations’ agenda

issues facing fisheries management and aquaculture 
development in the Mediterranean and Black  
Sea region. 

In particular, the Mid-term strategy (2017-2020) 
towards the sustainability of the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea fisheries and the Strategy for the 
sustainable development of Mediterranean and Black 
Sea aquaculture, recently adopted by the GFCM, are 
aligned with the SDGs.

The mid-term strategy seeks to improve Mediterranean 
and Black Sea fisheries and contribute to the 
sustainable development of coastal States. It has an 
external dimension in that progress in implementing 
SDG 14 and ABT 6 through the regional targets, 
outputs and actions foreseen therein will be reported 
to international fora where the achievement of globally 
agreed goals is being monitored. 

The aquaculture strategy aims to unlock the potential 
of aquaculture in the region and envisages a future for 
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea in this sector, 
where the industry will be globally competitive, 
sustainable, productive, profitable and equitable. As 
a regional body having a competence relevant to the 
implementation of SDG 14 and ABT 6, the GFCM is 
expected to provide information on the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea perspective, namely through reports 
and participation in meetings.

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development at the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Summit (New York, 
September 2015), world leaders put forth a set 
of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, 
and tackle climate change by 2030. SDG 14 – 
“Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable development” 
– is of particular relevance to the management of 
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries and sets 
forth ambitious targets that advocate for healthy 
and resilient marine ecosystems. Additional SDGs, 
including SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 8 on 
decent work and economic growth and SDG 13 
on climate action, are also highly relevant in this 
context. Similarly, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
(ABT), in particular Target 6, also lays out specific 
objectives for the sustainable management of 
fisheries. Taken together, the relevant SDGs and ABT 
6 can be regarded as embodying comprehensive 
strategies calling for phased action at all levels of 
governance, including at the regional level. 

As a UN specialized agency, FAO already contributes 
to the global implementation of the SDGs through 
a strategic framework, of which Strategic Objective 
2 specifically aims to increase and improve the 
provision of goods and services from fisheries in a 
sustainable manner. 

At the regional level, the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) 
has developed comprehensive tools to support 
the achievement of UN targets, as well as the 
international obligations stemming therefrom, while 
also addressing the specific needs and pressing 

GFCM

For further information please visit: 

Mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards the 
sustainability of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries:

www.fao.org/gfcm/activities/fisheries/mid-term-strategy

Strategy for the sustainable development of 
Mediterranean and Black Sea aquaculture:
www.fao.org/gfcm/activities/aquaculture/strategy

RFBs in action!
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Striving for sutainability: Adopting 
conservation and management 
measures aimed at the sustainable use 
of oceans, seas and marine resources

The International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) continues 
to follow scientific advice to adopt conservation 
and management measures aimed at the 
sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine 
resources; indeed, the core tenet of the ICCAT 
Convention is “to co-operate in maintaining the 
populations of these fishes at levels which will 
permit the maximum sustainable catch for food 
and other purposes”. In addition, one of the more 
recent measures adopted provides a landmark in 
food security-related measures, when compared 
with previous initiatives.  

ICCAT

The prohibition of discards in the tropical tuna 
purse seine fishery aims at reducing wastage 
in this valuable resource by stipulating that no 
bigeye, skipjack and/or yellowfin tuna caught 
by a purse seiner may be discarded during the 
set once the net is completely closed and when 
more than half of the net has been retrieved. 

Further sustainable conservation efforts have 
also been aimed at shark species; several 
individual species often taken in association 
with ICCAT fisheries have measures prohibiting 
their retention or sale, while ICCAT continues 
to collect data on all species of shark, to further 
understanding on the interaction of shark 
species with tuna fisheries.

2 12 14
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Skipjack tuna; Katsuwonus pelamis.
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ICES

“Often we work solitarily, and it takes a lot of effort 
to transition all this knowledge from one person to 
the next. Keeping it organized for someone else to 
understand can only help with the workflow. It’s 
also about safety. You always want to have multiple 
people understand the process and the information 
that goes into it.”

Increased transparency

As well as bringing further peer-review, TAF also 
enables assessments to be reproduced. This is 
facilitated by all aggregated data files being open and 
that the framework is platform-independent. Groups 
involved at later stages of the advisory process, 
including the ICES Advisory Committee (ACOM), can 
look back over the data documentation and rerun 
the assessment. It also further opens ICES data and 
assessments up to scientists around the world.

An upgrade for assessments

Another group dealing with TAF this spring was the 
Working Group on the Assessment of Demersal 
Stocks in the North Sea and Skagerrak . Chair José 
De Oliveira explained how the new system was a 
step forward.

“Anyone using TAF should be able to run an 
assessment, from data preparation, to assessment 
model, to advice forecasts. This is hugely powerful, 
will streamline how groups work, and will make it 
much easier to hand over a stock to a new assessor. It 
will also be easier to conduct audits of advice.”

You can explore the new system on the ICES website
www.ices.dk
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Achieving greater transparency for  
stock assessments

The International Council for the Exploration 
of the Sea (ICES) has developed a Transparent 
Assessment Framework (TAF) system aimed at 
better structuring and streamlining the entire stock 
assessment procedure, making all assessment 
data, methods, and results available online. The 
framework enables anyone to easily find, reference, 
and download information from any stage of the 
final process after the advice for the particular 
stock has been released.

The TAF acts as a middle cog in ICES assessment 
process, connecting services such as the fisheries 
and surveys databases on the input end, while 
submitting output data to the stock assessment 
database at the other.

Easing the workflow

The process of running assessments using the TAF 
has now begun. Five fish stocks are already on the 
system and more will follow in 2018 as assessment 
groups hold their annual meetings. 

Pamela Woods, fisheries scientist at the Marine 
and Freshwater Research Institute in Iceland and 
member of the ICES Working Group on the  
Biology and Assessment of Deep-sea Fisheries 
Resources, described how the TAF could benefit 
the group’s work.

RFBs in action!
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Rising to the IUU fishing challenge in 
the Lake Tanganyika Basin

Enhancing and supporting the implementation 
of a regional Plan of Action for fishing capacity 
management in the Lake Tanganyika Basin

The Lake Tanganyika Authority (LTA) Secretariat, 
based in Bujumbura, is the regional organization 
representing Burundi, D.R. Congo, Tanzania and 
Zambia. LTA was established to support the 
implementation of a Convention on Sustainable 
Management of Lake Tanganyika basin. The 
riparian countries agreed to form a body (the LTA) 
and strengthen its ability to implement a plan for 
Managing natural resources including fisheries in 
Lake Tanganyika.

Lake Tanganyika provides the second largest 
freshwater fisheries in the African continent. The 
annual fish production potential of the four 
countries bordering the lake is estimated to range 
between 165 000 - 200 000 metric tonnes. Lake 
Tanganyika is shared by four countries: Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania and Zambia.
 
Fishery is conducted in small scale and is dominated 
by two distinct but overlapping types of fisheries: 
Offshore fisheries (pelagic zone), which mainly 
target two species of sardines and four species of 
perch, and Nearshore (littoral zone) fisheries, which 
target a wide diversity of species.

There are about 13 million people who live and 
entirely depend on the lake’s resources for their 
livelihood. These are the inhabitants who live 
along the immediate lake shore and carry out their 
economic activities directly within the lake basin 
(LTA, 2012 and UNIDO, 2014). Poverty is rampant 
as many have no alternative resources for their 
livelihoods. This has led to high pressure on the  
lake resources. 

Continued use of illegal fishing practices, small 
mesh-sized nets, fishing immature fish and lack 
of awareness among the community need to be 
addressed. However, participation of the fishery 
community and other stakeholders in addressing 
problems for sustainable fisheries management 
is minimal. Recently, the LTA secretariat team, 
accompanied by the Head of State, visited some 
MCS (Monitoring, Control and Surveillance) stations 
to emphasise implementation of the Regional Plan 
of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (RPOA-IUU) in 
the lake basin, as well as raising awareness  
of stakeholders. 

The overall objective of the program is to develop, 
coordinate, harmonize, unify and implement 
effective management measures for controlling 
fishing capacity on Lake Tanganyika basin. Its 
focus in on the immediate actions for biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable management of 
natural resources for achieving sustainable livelihood 
of the fishing communities. Despite efforts by 
member countries, maxumim implementation is 
not yet achieved, due to financial limitations. LTA is 
therefore inviting development partners to support 
the program so as to enable proper environmental 
conservation, natural resource management and 
food security in the region.

LTA

An awareness raising meeting for fisheries practitioners  
in Tanzania.
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NAMMCO

Abundant and ignored:  
Marine mammals as a resource

The focus of the North Atlantic Marine Mammal 
Commission (NAMMCO) is the conservation and 
sustainable and responsible utilisation of marine 
mammals. The NAMMCO project entitles “Marine 
Mammals - a multifaceted resource” examines the 
potential of marine mammals as a food resource in 
a “Blue Economy” – and climate and environmental 
change from an environmental, dietary and social 
perspective (to read the full report, visit: https://
nammco.no/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/marine-
mammals-a-multifaceted-resource.pdf). Some 
marine mammals are abundant and hunting them 
locally leaves a very small ecological footprint. It is 
relevant to ask why these resources are ignored in 
the context of sustainably-managed food security. 

As in all fisheries, the hunted stocks must be 
abundant. Equally important is responsible utilisation. 
The hunting methods must take into consideration 
the safety of the hunters and animal welfare, both of 
which have benefited from NAMMCO’s contribution 
aimed at significantly improving hunting efficiency. 

For example, the instant death rate in Norwegian minke 
whaling has increased from 17 percent in 1982 to 82 
percent in 2012, with animals not killed instantaneously 
being dead within minutes. 

Blue Economy, the new framework for sustainable 
growth in the marine sector, espouses the desired 
Rio+20 outcome and the SDGs , with a specific focus on 
achieving “improved human well-being and social equity, 
while significantly reducing environmental risks and 
ecological scarcities”. Its approach on both the human/
social aspect: fostering the highest possible societal 
footprint by generating jobs and economic benefits, 
whilst supporting inclusion and social value; as well as  
the environmental aspect: triggering the lowest ecological 
footprint by minimising environmental costs and 
conserving biodiversity.

The EU advocates for Blue Economy. Does Arctic sealing, 
a traditional activity widely condemned by the EU and 
others, actually qualify as a component of the Blue 
Economy? Dr Geneviève Desportes, General Secretary to 
NAMMCO, looks into the question in her article:

https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/
which-is-more-blue-arctic-sealing-or-the-eu-seal-ban

RFBs in action!
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NEAFC

OSPAR and NEAFC were joined at the 
meeting by representatives from ICCAT, 
NAMMCO, Abidjan Convention, Cartagena 
Convention/ UNEP, ICES, IASS and Seascape 
Consultants. Contracting Parties to NEAFC 
and OSPAR were represented by delegates 
from: France, Germany, Faroe Islands, 
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, 
the United Kingdom and the European 
Commission.

Cooperation without borders:  
supporting SDG 14  
in the North East Atlantic

Ongoing engagement under the ‘Collective 
arrangement in respect of areas-based 
management in areas beyond national jurisdiction’

The high-level United Nations Conference to Support 
the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 
14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable development 
was held on 5-9 June 2017. Under the conference, a 
registry of voluntary commitments in support of SDG 
14 was set up. In commitment #OceanAction21204, 
the Secretariat of the North East Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission (NEAFC) and the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Protection of the Marine Environment 
of the North East Atlantic set out their ongoing 
engagement under the ‘collective arrangement in 
respect of areas-based management in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction’. 

The ‘Collective arrangement between competent 
international organisations on cooperation and 
coordination regarding selected areas in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction in the North-East Atlantic’ 
was adopted by the North-East Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission (NEAFC) and the Convention for the 

Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East 
Atlantic (OSPAR) in 2014. The foremost objective of 
the collective arrangement is to facilitate cooperation 
and coordination on area-based management between 
legally competent authorities, promoting the exchange of 
information on each other’s activities and achievements 
and taking into consideration all conservation and 
management measures taken in relation to the North-
East Atlantic. In addition to keeping under review a 
joint record of areas subject to specific measures and 
informing each other of any modification of existing 
measures or any new measures or decisions, the 
competent authorities have an opportunity to discuss 
subjects of common interest and concern.

The most recent meeting under the collective 
arrangement was held in Berlin, Germany 7-8 May 2018. 
Included in the discussion, was the possible cooperation 
on requesting independent scientific information about 
deep sea shark species, given similar NEAFC and OSPAR 
objectives with regard to their conservation. Attendance 
included observers from the Abidjan Convention, the 
Caribbean Environment Programme (the Cartagena 
Convention), the North Atlantic Marine Mammal 
Commission (NAMMCO), the International Commission 
on Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT). Such wide 
attendance underlined the interest of other regions in the 
ongoing collaboration across sectoral competence, which 
seeks to deliver SDG 14.
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Activities aimed at achieving SDG 14 
targets 2 and 4 underway in the 
North Pacific

The North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission 
(NPAFC) has two major activities currently underway 
to help achieve targets 14.2 and 14.4 under the 
UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 (Conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development). 

First, in relation to target 14.2, the NPAFC and the 
North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization 
(NASCO) have joined forces to launch the 
International Year of the Salmon (IYS)—a multi-year 
initiative (2018–2022) with a focal year in 2019 to 
catalyze an intense burst of outreach and research 
in the Northern Hemisphere that will improve the 
resiliency of salmon and people facing an uncertain 
future. The IYS is an international framework for 
cooperation and could serve as a model for further 
partnerships among RFMOs to efficiently address 
large scale issues affecting resiliency under rapidly 
changing social and environmental conditions. 

NPAFC

One of the biggest programs under the IYS 
initiative in the North Pacific is the plan to conduct 
a high-seas winter survey (i.e. the Gulf of Alaska 
Expedition) with a Russian research vessel in 
February–March 2019 (see the NPAFC news in the 
RSN Newsletter #16, January 2018). Another is 
the First NPAFC-IYS Workshop on “Pacific Salmon 
Production in a Changing Climate” to be held in 
Khabarovsk, Russia, on May 26–27, 2018, with 26 
oral and 9 poster presentations. The IYS Workshop 
will bring together scientists, managers and other 
stakeholders to consider the current and future 
status of salmon and their habitats in a changing 
climate for the conservation of anadromous 
populations.

For further information, visit: 
www.npafc.org/new/events/workshops/work-
shop2018/workshop_home.html

Another NPAFC activity, related to some aspects 
of target 14.4, is a plan to strengthen cooperation 
with the NPFC (North Pacific Fisheries Commission) 
in order to effectively regulate and end IUU fishing 
in the North Pacific Ocean. This is planned for 
this year, through a formal arrangement such as a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), as both 
commissions have overlapping convention areas 
in the North Pacific. The scope of cooperation 
will include exchange of data and information and 
collaboration on research efforts relating to stocks 
and species of mutual interest. Additionally, both 
commissions will develop processes to promote 
harmonization and compatibility of conservation and 
management measures relating to MCS, including 
sharing of the IUU Vessel List to fight against IUU 
fishing.

14 17
SDGs

Proposed survey area in February–March 2019 with a Russian 
research vessel.

So
ur

ce
: O

ce
an

 D
at

a 
V

ie
w

/D
IV

A

160°W 140°W 120°W

©
N

PA
FC

 S
ec

re
ta

ria
t

www.npafc.org/new/events/workshops/workshop2018/workshop_home.html
www.npafc.org/new/events/workshops/workshop2018/workshop_home.html


The efforts against 
IUU fishing require 
close collaboration by 
all stakeholders. The 
process leading up to the 
successful identification, 
detention and transfer 
of custody of a vessel 
conducting IUU fishing 
activity is often a 
result of international 
coordination and the 
long-term commitment 
of personnel from 
multiple countries and 
governmental agencies.

A recent incident 
highlighted how close, 
concerted collaboration 
between international 
stakeholders can lead 
to swift and effective 
results.

On May 22, 2014, 
a fishing vessel was 
spotted by a Canadian 
C-140 Aurora patrol 
aircraft flying fisheries 
surveillance operations 
over the western North 
Pacific. 

On board the aircraft 
were the Canadian crew, 
a fisheries enforcement 
official from Canada 
Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans and two 
Japanese fisheries 
inspectors. The 58m 
fishing vessel was 
spotted in high seas 
about 1000 km east of 
Tokyo (within the North 
Pacific Anadromous Fish 
Commission Convention 
Area).

United States and China Coast Guard rendezvous and transfer custody of an illegal fishing vessel in the East China Sea. 

Curbing IUU fishing through international cooperation: a success story

Information regarding the 
suspicious boat was passed 
on to the Honolulu-based 
USCG Cutter Morgenthau. 
The Morgenthau was 
patrolling the area to detect 
illegal fishing activities in 
support of the USCG North 
Pacific Guard operation. 
As part of a long-standing 
agreement, the Morgenthau 
had officials from the China 
Coast Guard Fisheries Law 
Enforcement Command on 
board. During the inspection, 
the boarding team discovered 
about 530 kg of frozen 
Pacific salmon on board.

The fishing vessel was 
facing a number of offences, 
including: use of prohibited 
fishing gear; failing to 
maintain sufficient catch 

records; fishing without 
a license, permit, or 
authorization issued by 
a sanctioned authority, 
and violations of the 
International Convention 
for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL). As each link in 
the chain of these events 
reveals, the international 
synergies, the close 
coordination between 
agencies and the shared 
goal of eliminating IUU 
fishing is crucial, not only 
in the North Pacific, but 
across all affected areas.

Further details are 
available in the original 
publication, by Nancy 
Davis, NPAFC Secretariat, 
NPAFC Newsletter 36. 

Concerted international efforts catch illegal fishing vessel in NPAFC convention waters 
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Building bonds against IUU

Actions in the framework of the Port State 
Measures Agreement to ensure sustainable 
fisheries under SDG 14

In the framework of the Central American 
integration, a Memorandum of Understanding 
has been signed between COCATRAM (Central 
American Maritime Transport Commission) and 
the Central America Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Organization (OSPESCA), through which a Work 
Plan has been prepared to work together at 

the ports of the countries in the SICA region, 
in order to do joint inspections, in response to 
the PSMA Agreement (Agreement on Port State 
Measures aimed to prevent, discourage and 
eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing).

Likewise, work is being done on a proposal for 
a Regional Regulation on Port State Measures 
aimed to Prevent, Discourage and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing.

OSPESCA
SICA 14 17
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SEAFDEC

Access rights of small-scale fisheries
A joint effort by FAO, GFCM, OSPESCA AND SEAFDEC

On 25 September 2015, the 193 member countries 
of the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, including 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) with 169 targets and 
230 indicators. SDG 14 - Conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development is a one of these goals. 

FAO is custodian agency for four of the ten SDG 
14 indicators, including for SDG 14.b.1 - Progress 
by countries in adopting and implementing a legal/
regulatory policy/institutional framework which 
recognizes and protects access rights for small-
scale fisheries. In this context, FAO organized a 
Workshop on Exploring SDG 14.b and its proposed 
indicator 14.b.1 in November 2017 in Gaeta, Italy. 
The purpose was to contribute to raising awareness 
about SDG 14.b and the proposed indicator 14.b.1. 
Furthermore, the workshop sought to explore the 
indicator methodology and related issues on data 
and information sources, analysis and reporting, 
including the use of the e-learning platform 
specifically created for this proposed indicator, as 
well as identifying capacity development needs in 
relation to reporting on SDG 14.b.

The workshop brought together seventeen external 
participants representing government, regional 
organizations and small-scale fisheries, civil society 
organizations, as well as FAO staff. The three regional 
organizations were the General Fisheries Commission 
for the Mediterranean (GFCM), the Central America 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Organization (OSPESCA), 
and the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
(SEAFDEC).

The workshop highlighted the role of regional 
organizations in supporting their members in achieving 
and reporting on SDG 14.b. This includes awareness-
raising activities, carried out at the regional level, which 
serve to ensure SDG 14.b and small-scale fisheries-
related issues continue to appear within the regional 
political agendas; improving available information, 
data and knowledge; directing resources and ensuring 
technical assistance in order to address regional needs 
and gaps in available information and data and play a 
coordinating role at regional levels; helping to capture 
ongoing work on small-scale fisheries by partner 
organizations and other regional actors, with a view 
to building synergies and a platform for the sharing of 
country successes and progress in achieving SDG 14.b.

1 8 14 172
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SIOFA

Working towards long-term 
sustainability of fishery resources

The Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement 
(SIOFA) was signed in Rome the 7th July 2006 and 
entered into force in June 2012. 

To date, one Compliance Committee meeting, three 
Scientific Committee meetings and four Meeting 
of the Parties have been conducted, achieving the 
adoption of ten Conservation and Management 

Measures (CMMs). These CMMs combine to 
provide the foundations of a management 
framework to ensure the long-term sustainability 
of fishery resources and protection the marine 
Environment in the SIOFA Agreement Area. 

Currently, 9 countries have ratified SIOFA and a 
further 5 countries are signatories.

14 17
SDGs
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Sustainable management of Bycatch 

Since 2015, The Western Central Atlantic Fishery 
Commission (WECAFC) spearheads the FAO/GEF 
Project on Sustainable Management of Bycatch 
in Latin American and Caribbean bottom trawl 
fisheries (REBYC-II LAC). 

REBYC-II LAC joins a suite of projects through 
which WECAFC supports member countries 
to achieve SDG 14, while contributing to the 
achievement of SDGs 2, 3 and 8. 

REBYC-II LAC applies an ecosystem approach to 
fisheries to bycatch and discards in bottom trawl 
fisheries through the development of appropriate 
regulatory frameworks, the application of 
responsible fishing measures, and the promotion 
of sustainable and equitable livelihoods through 
enhancement and diversification. Suriname 
provides an example of these efforts.

Through public and private partnerships, the 
government of Suriname and FAO/WECAFC have 
embarked on a series of gear trials to improve the 
sustainability of groundfish trawlers. 

Test of a flexible TED prototype developed 
in partnership with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) showed 
significant reductions in the incidental capture of 
vulnerable species of sharks, rays and large fish. 

WECAFC

Participatory tests with the fishing industry will 
continue through 2018 and, if successful, will lead 
to implementation in all boats by the end of 2019, a 
tremendous step towards achieving SDG 14.4.

To support enforcement, REBYC-II LAC has allowed 
Suriname’s Fishery Division to strengthen the role 
of the Coast Guard in preventing IUU fishing. Coast 
Guard officers are now trained to help identify 
fisheries regulations violations, including the incorrect 
use of bycatch reduction devices (BRDs), and to 
identify vessels engaging in IUU fishing. While more 
training is required, this is a step in the right direction. 

REBY-II LAC also supported the creation of five 
fisher organizations in Suriname. These organizations 
not only participate in management processes, but 
are also developing plans to enhance or diversify 
members’ livelihoods. 

Suriname is also home to a Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) certified bottom trawl shrimp fishery, 
only one of two tropical shrimp fisheries to be 
certified around the world, demonstrating that 
country size or capacity does not prevent sustainable 
fisheries management. 

Through projects such as REBYC-II LAC, WECAFC 
and FAO continue to act as vectors to triangulate 
technical and financial support for SIDS such as 
Suriname in their quest to meet their commitments 
under the SDGs. 

2 14 173
SDGs
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This FAO/GEF project, which began on 1 January 
2017, is spearheaded by the Western Central 
Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAF) and carried 
out in seven Eastern Caribbean countries. It supports 
countries in the region to achieve SDG 13 and SDG 
14 in particular, but also provides support for the 
achievement of Goals 2, 3 and 12. 

Despite the fact that many of the root causes of 
climate change and climate variability originate outside 
the Caribbean, their consequences can be severe for 
the region and, specifically, for its fisheries sector. 

CC4FISH aims to increase resilience and reduce vulnerability 
to climate change impacts, by improving understanding 
and awareness of the issue, enhancing capacity building of 
fisherfolk, fisherfolk organizations and aquaculturists, and 
through improving governance by mainstreaming climate 
change adaptation in multilevel fisheries governance.

Over the past year, some noticeable achievements in 
Grenada and St. Kitts and Nevis have been made. In 
Grenada, for example, a pilot has started to conduct a market 
assessment for enhanced value adding in the fish chain and 
use of underutilized species in the Eastern Caribbean.  

RAISING RESILIENCE

FAO/GEF and WECAFC working on Climate Change Adaptation  
of the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector (CC4FISH) Project
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Destruction of the fisheries sector in Dominica.
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This will support SDG 14.B. to provide access for small-
scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets. 

In St. Kitts and Nevis, nearly 500 fishers received basic 
training and safety equipment (including jackets and 
radios) to improve safety-at-sea, thus strengthening 
their resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related 
hazards and natural disasters (SDG 13.1).

At the regional level, the project has also supported 
SDG 14, through efforts aimed at increasing scientific 
knowledge, developing research capacity and the transfer 

of marine technology by downscaling global climate 
change data to the regional and national level, in 
order to feed into national development plans as 
well as developing models that examine the growth 
and abundance of seaweed influxes in the Caribbean 
region and their impacts on the fisheries sector. 

The CC4FISH Project, under the WECAFC, thus 
provides technical and financial support for 
these small island developing states (SIDS) in the 
Caribbean to meet their commitments under  
the SDGs.
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CC4FISH Project training.
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CIRCLE HOOKS, COOPERATION AND POLITICAL CONUNDRUMS

Sustainability challenges in the Caribbean

The Caribbean Billfish Project is improving regional 
capacity to sustainably manage fisheries capturing billfish, 
tuna and other large migratory stocks. These species’ 
migrations mean harvests are shared between nations, 
making cooperative regional management essential to 
achieving stock sustainability.

The latest stock biomass reductions noted for Atlantic 
billfish species are 70 percent, 90.3 percent and  
95.8 percent for blue marlin, white marlin and sailfish 
respectively. Overfishing has been respectively confirmed 
for these species over 23, 30 and 10 years, proving to be 
an ongoing concern. Respective declines in WECAFC area 
harvest of 27 percent, 50 percent and 45 percent have 
resulted over the past 12 years. 

These figures remain unknown for longbill and roundscale 
spearfish due to poor data reporting. 

Nonetheless, many Caribbean fleets continue to increase 
their capacities to harvest billfish and other pelagic 
fish. These efforts attempt to maintain harvest rates 
despite declines, which resulted from already overfishing 
many inshore stocks. While Atlantic-wide management 
recommendations have other fleets using circle hooks 
and releasing billfish to minimize impacts, the opposite 
is occurring among Caribbean fleets. This obviously has 

severe implications for the regions’ food security and 
potential future share of the over 190 billion dollar 
global annual spend by recreational fishers, who assign 
huge value to billfishes. 

Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) deployments are also 
increasing billfish harvests by small scale fishers. A 
challenging political conundrum results between feeding 
citizens in the short term, while inevitably further 
deteriorating resources, or first reducing larger fleets 
harvests before shifting billfish harvest rights towards 
more urgently reliant coastal communities. Such a 
reversal of current trends is required to meet stock 
sustainability targets and support the Caribbean’s long-
term food security. 

Project trials using circle hooks on Grenadian longliners 
are increasing average tuna values, through improving 
average export grades, while simultaneously increasing 
opportunities for captured billfish to be released alive to 
remain within quotas. Rights-based mechanisms around 
FADs, with compensations flowing from recreational 
fishers to small scale fishers, are also developing in 
Dominican Republic. An overarching framework of 
innovative regional management under the WECAFC is 
also being developed, to incentivize and support fleets’ 
and industries’ pursuit of sustainability targets.     

Artisanal fishers Dominican Republic.

©
W

EC
A

FC



©
M

ilo
s 

Pr
el

ev
ic

PAGE

51

Issue #17 • July 2018





©
Pi

xa
ba

y/
Ka

ne
no

ri



PAGE

54

      M
EMBERS

NEWS FROM

Issue #17 • July 2018

ATLAFCO

On March 11, 2018, the 4th annual coordination 
meeting between the Institutions and Regional 

Fisheries Organizations operating in the Ministerial 
Conference on Fisheries Cooperation Among African 
States Bordering the Atlantic (ATLAFCO) area, under 
the theme of ‘’Strengthening Regional Governance in 
the ATLAFCO Zone: Strength for an integrated and 
sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture ‘’ 
was held in Rabat, Morocco. 

This meeting was organized in accordance with the 
provisions of the MoU signed on 22 February, 2015.

The meeting was attended by:

 > Inter-African Bureau of Animal Resources (AU / IBAR)

 > The Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation 
between African States bordering the Atlantic Ocean 
(ATLAFCO);

 > The Fisheries Committee for the Central West of the 
Gulf of Guinea (FCWC);

 > The Regional Fisheries Commission of the Gulf of 
Guinea (COREP);

 > The Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission (SRFC);

 > The Intergovernmental Organization for Information 
and Cooperation for the Marketing of Fishery 
Products in Africa (INFOPECHE);

 > The Fishing Policy Network in West Africa (REPAO);

 > The West African Association for the Development of 
Artisanal Fisheries (WADAF).

Meetings & events
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The development and implementation of the joint 
program seeks to:

 > Realize a synergy manifested by the complementarity 
of strategic actions and the pooling of resources;

 > Harmonize positions on major issues of interest to 
the development of the fisheries sector in the region, 
in connection with the sustainable use of fisheries 
resources;

 > Improving the performance of our institutions for the 
establishment of good regional fisheries governance;

The joint program is the result of the convergence 
operation of the strategies and actions undertaken by 
each institution. It is also the expression of a common 
vision shared by the parties to the MoU, formulated 
as follows: ‘’Let us work together to strengthen and 
promote a coordinated and harmonious regional 
governance, promoting a sustainable, integrated and 
inclusive development of fisheries and aquaculture in 
the ATLAFCO region.’’
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From 12 to 13 March 2018, a restitution meeting 
under the theme of ‘’Towards the establishment of 
a Regional harmonized Port Inspection Program in 
ATLAFCO region’’ was held in Rabat (Morocco).

This meeting intended to:

 > Inform the main actors of the region (member 
countries, RFOs, technical and financial 
partners, etc.) on the main conclusions 
and recommendations of the study on the 
establishment of a regional harmonized inspection 
program in the ATLAFCO area;

 > Discuss and validate conclusions and 
recommendations;

 > Make collective proposals for their implementation, 
within the framework of coordination at national, 
sub-regional and regional levels.

The meeting was attended by:

 > The delegates of the following member countries: 
Benin, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Congo, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Morocco, Mauritania, 
Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone and Togo;

 > FAO, AU/IBAR and the International Commission 
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT);

 > Sub-regional organizations FCWC, COREP and 
SRFC.

 > The LDAC11 and ARTSM12 of Abidjan

Several objectives were assigned to this meeting:

 > The restitution of the main conclusions and 
recommendations of the study for their appropriation 
and validation by the stakeholders;

 > Exchanges around successful experiences in 
West Africa (FCWC Working Group, the regional 
coordination unit in charge of the MCS of the COREP, 
the specific MCS convention which provides among 
other things, the provisions for the implementation 
of the port inspection in the SRFC subregion and the 
Abuja MoU on Port State Control) and in other parts 
of the world;

 > A review of current and future port inspection 
capacity building programs and the identification of 
mechanisms to make the best use of them in the spirit 
of regional cooperation;

 > The proposal of an action plan roadmap to assist 
States and their RFOs in developing port inspection 
capacities including the implementation of shared 
data, essential for the effectiveness of inspections as 
the registers of authorized fishing vessels.

ATLAFCO at the 4th Crans Montana forum 2018

In addition to ATLAFCO, SRFC, FCWC, COREO, REPAO 
secretariats and several ATLAFCO member countries 
have participated in the fourth edition of the Crans 
Montana Forum (Dakhla, Morocco, 15-20 March 2018) 
that has hosted a high-level panel dedicated to the Blue 
Belt Initiative on 16 March as a platform for cooperation 
and development of the fisheries economy in Africa, as 
well as a technical workshop on 17 March dedicated to 
the preparation of a roadmap for the implementation of 
the Blue Belt Initiative.

11 Long Distance Advisory Council.
12 Académie Régionale des techniques et Sciences de la Mer.
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The specific objectives assigned to this seminar were:

 > Draw up the REFMA roadmap and immediate actions to 
contribute to the implementation of regional observer 
programs and port inspectors, by identifying new training 
tracks and a plan for operational action specifying the 
different training establishments and their location, the 
modules, the target population, the deadlines and the 
financing needs.

 > Consolidate the knowledge of the participants through a 
review of:

• EU Regulation N ° 1005/2008 on IUU fishing and 
especially the catch certification and traceability of 
fishery products to enter the European market;

• The FAO Port State Measures Agreement; 

• The roles of the scientific observer and the Port 
inspector in the MCS system;

• Conclusions of the studies initiated by the ATLAFCO:

• The Regional Harmonized Ports Inspection Program 
(RHPIP)

• Scientific onboard observer program

A part of the seminar was devoted to the exchange of views 
to define the appropriate mechanisms for harmonized 
maritime training in the ATLAFCO zone, and to provide 
information on the MCS devices in the member countries. 

The Blue Belt Initiative is a collaborative platform to act 
together and put into practice innovative solutions for 
the adaptation of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors to 
climate change and for the resilience of oceans and climate.

The Blue Belt Initiative proposes an economic and social 
transformation of the countries of Africa. The BBI aims 
to favour a strong, inclusive, diversified, sustainable 
growth in countries concerned, as well as generating 
income and jobs. With the aim of “Better fishing, more 
value, while monitoring and protecting the oceans 
better,” the Blue Belt initiative proposes solutions for the 
development of the blue economy, primarily in Africa, in 
a collaborative and inclusive framework.

The 2018 Crans Montana Forum was an opportunity 
to engage in fruitful exchanges on topics such as food 
security and sustainable agriculture, the ocean economy 
and the fisheries sector, renewable energy, and the 
African Green Revolution.

Workshop on “Maritime training and strengthening 

the monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) system 

for fishing activities in the ATLAFCO zone” 2-3 May 

2018, Casablanca, Morocco.

This specialized seminar was aimed at raising awareness 
among the training institutes and the members of the 
Coalition of African Maritime Training Institutions 
(REFMA) about the issue of IUU fishing in the ATLAFCO 
zone, encouraging greater involvement of this network 
in the capacity building of the staff responsible tackling 
IUU fishing, which particularly affects the countries of 
the region.

• Workshop on the support to regional aquaculture 
development strategies: “Towards the fulfillment 
of Marine Aquaculture Potential in the ATLAFCO 
Countries.”

• Think tank on enhancing African women operating 
in fisheries activities through the RAFEP network;

• Training course on search and rescue at sea: 
“Rescue in fisheries activities through the SAR 
mandates of alerting, responding, aiding or 
preventing.”

ATLAFCO upcoming relevant 
meetings or events 
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Latest news

CCAMLR

The Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) welcomed 

a new Executive Secretary in April. Dr David Agnew 
replaced Andrew Wright on 20 April 2018. His previous 
posts include Science and Standards Director at the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), Fisheries Director 
at MRAG Ltd, Senior Lecturer at Imperial College 
London, and Data Manager at CCAMLR. He has taken 
several international leadership roles, including Chair of 
the CCAMLR Scientific Committee, Chair of the MSC 
Technical Advisory Board and Board member of the 
International Seafood Sustainability Foundation. 

David Agnew
Executive Secretary 

CCAMLR

Dr Agnew has extensive experience working with 
global fisheries science and management issues, 
including stock assessment, ecosystem-based fisheries 
management and fisheries governance. He has more 
than 20 years’ experience working with CCAMLR, and 
is an acknowledged expert on Antarctic fisheries and 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. He 
is a visiting Professor at the University of Florida and a 
Fellow of the Marine Biological Association.

read more
www.ccamlr.org/en/ccamlr-xxxvi                            
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Meetings & events

The Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of CCAMLR was 
chaired by Dr Monde Mayekiso, South Africa, and 

took place in Hobart, Australia, in October 2017. 23 
Members, two Acceding States, two State Observers and 
nine Observers participated in the meeting. The status 
of the Convention remains unchanged, however, the 
Netherlands notified meeting participants that it will be 
requesting full membership of the Commission.

Members discussed issues from the Standing Committee 
on Implementation and Compliance (SCIC) and the 
Scientific Committee. Key issues from SCIC were 
the renewal of an arrangement to release vessel 
monitoring system data to Marine Rescue Coordination 
Centres in the event of maritime emergency, the Catch 
Documentation Scheme for Dissostichus spp. and the 
Commission’s System of Inspection. SCIC also considered 
issues relating to improvements in the CCAMLR 
Compliance Evaluation Procedure.

The Scientific Committee advised that during the 
2017/18 season, five Members fished for krill, 14 
Members fished for toothfish (Dissostichus spp.), and two 
Members fished for mackerel icefish (Champsocephalus 

gunnari). Catch limits for CCAMLR fisheries, including 
fish and invertebrate bycatch, were adopted for 
2017/18, and catch limits in exploratory fisheries and for 
fisheries-related research were set.

There was also considerable discussion on marine 
protected area (MPA) planning in the Antarctic 
Peninsula, Weddell Sea, South Orkney Islands southern 
shelf, East Antarctica and Ross Sea. Although the 
Research and Monitoring Plan for the Ross Sea region 
MPA had not yet been adopted by the Commission, 
it was endorsed by the Scientific Committee. The 
Commission also considered recommendations from the 
Second Performance Review of CCAMLR, which was 
conducted in 2017.

The Thirty-seventh Meeting will be held in Hobart, 
Australia, from 22 October to 2 November 2018. 
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COPPESAALC
MARINE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES TO BECOME PART 
OF THE SCOPE OF COPPESAALC

The Commission for small-scale and artisanal fisheries 
and aquaculture of Latin America and the Caribbean 

was established in 1976 as a technical advisory body 
(Article VI of FAO´s Constitution). Its ultimate goal 
was to enhance the potential of inland fisheries and 
aquaculture in the region, through cooperative research, 
information exchange and fostering sustainable sectoral 
management.

As marine small-scale fisheries (SSF) evolved over the 
past four decades to become the largest artisanal sector 
of the region, thus directly employing more than  
66 percent of the total number of fishers and aquaculture 
farmers of the region, member countries officially 
requested FAO to incorporate marine SSF in the scope 
and mandate of the Commission. Some of the reasons 
for this request include: i) marine SSF do not have a 
regional debate forum where common problems are 
internationally addressed and solved, particularly along 
the Pacific Coasts of Latin America ; ii) emerging problems 
such as IUU fishing and climate change are severely 
affecting marine SSF and iii) marine SSF are a major 
source of nutrients for hundreds of coastal communities 
in LAC and an important source of family cash and 
national income and iii) the dynamics of environmental 

and social change, demands rapid, integral responses from 
member countries and the Commission is an important 
mechanism for South-South Cooperation and technical 
support. None of the above should be in detriment of the 
attention to inland fisheries and aquaculture, but rather 
complementary and inclusive.

A number of consultations have been made to both 
Regional Fishery Bodies and national fisheries authorities 
of member countries, to assess the pros and cons of such 
an important modification to the Commission´s statutes. 
In April 2017, representatives of Regional Fishery 
Bodies, namely the Western Central Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission (WECAFC); the Organization of the Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Sector of Central America (OSPESCA); 
the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM); the 
Center of Information and Advisory Services on Fish Trade 
of Latin America (INFOPESCA); the Institute of Fisheries 
and Aquaculture of Costa Rica and both the President 
and Secretary of COPPESAALC, convened at San Jose, 
Costa Rica, where an open discussion was held, facilitated 
also by the RFBs/RFMOs team - RSN Secretariat of 
the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department of FAO. The 
recommendations to FAO were to proceed to incorporate 
SS marine fisheries in the Commission´s mandate.

Also, in January 2018, the XV Session of COPPESAALC, 
held in Panama City, Panama, reviewed the analyses 
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previously made by the RFB´s of LAC and that of the 
FAO´s RFBs Secretariat, and ratified the interest of 
member countries, thus proposing to change the name 
of the Commission to: Commission of Small-Scale, 
Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture of Latin America 
and the Caribbean. The suggested amendments 
to the Commission´s statutes and the new name 
encompassing marine SSF, was submitted to the scrutiny 
of the Committee of Constitutional and Legal Matters 
of FAO, which approved and submitted it to the FAO 
Council. The amendments to the statutes and the new 
name of the Commission were finally approved. 

IUU FISHING:  
CURRENT EFFORTS IN THE COPPESAALC REGION

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, as 
in the rest of the world, is an increasing problem 

that threatens the sustainability of both large and 
small - scale fisheries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Over the past 3 Ordinary Sessions of 
COPPESAALC, member countries have prioritized and 
endorsed a number of actions to enhance national 
capabilities to tackle this issue. As a response, an 
FAO regional Technical Cooperation Project (TCP) 
was executed to strengthen institutional capacities 
through improved legal and institutional arrangements, 
as well as trainings of fisheries inspectors and 
improved inter-institutional articulation.

Eleven countries, namely: Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador and Peru, have benefitted from a 
series of national inter-institutional workshops, training 
through South-South Cooperation, and improved 
legislation, within the framework of the TCP. The Chilean 
Government has largely contributed to the process 
by generously sharing knowledge, experience and 
technological capacities. Also, an on-line training course 
for fisheries inspectors has been opened to their Latin 
American counterparts.

As a result of the project, two countries, Panama and 
Peru, have ratified the Port state Measures Agreement, 
and Ecuador is in the final phases of doing so. Also, a 
Latin American Network of Information and Experience 
Exchange to combat IUU fishing has been created and 
is working smoothly under the management of the 
Viceministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture of Peru.

The TCP is coming to an end and its closing regional 
workshop will take place in Lima, Peru on June 4-7 this 
year. Nonetheless, the gained experiences and capabilities 
of national institutions are solidly anchored. New inter-
institutional arrangements and coordination has resulted 
as well as improved monitoring systems. It is fair to say 
that more countries in LAC are in their process to ratify the 
PSMA and are better equipped to combat IUU fishing.
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Latest news

CTMFM

His beginnings in the fishing activity are linked to the 
private sector, where he performed managerial tasks in 
fishing plants.

Dr. Gilardoni replaces Dr. Ramiro Sánchez, who had an 
outstanding performance during his six-year tenure, the 
maximum allowed by the body’s regulations.

On 1 January, Dr. Daniel Gilardoni was appointed 
Technical Secretary of the Joint Technical 

Commission of the Maritime Front, a binational 
commission integrated by Uruguay and Argentina. 
Before assuming said task, Dr. Gilardoni was the 
Director General of the National Directorate of Aquatic 
Resources of Uruguay and Uruguayan delegate to the 
Joint Technical Commission of the Maritime Front 
between 2010 and 2017. Prior to that, he was National 
Project Coordinator with FAO, represented Uruguay in 
CCAMLR and in FAO in many occasions, for instance, 
in the Technical Consultation to draft the Port State 
Measures Agreement.  

Dr. Daniel Gilardoni
Technical Secretary 

CTMFM
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FCWC
THE 10TH FISHERIES COMMITTEE FOR THE WEST 
CENTRAL GULF OF GUINEA (FCWC) CONFERENCE  
OF MINISTERS

The tenth Fisheries Committee for the West 
Central Gulf of Guinea (FCWC) Conference 

of Ministers was held in Abuja, Nigeria on 15th 
December 2017 bringing together Ministers and 
officials from the six FCWC member countries 
(Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and 
Togo) as well as representatives from regional, 
international and non-governmental organisations.

Opening the meeting, His Excellency Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo, the Vice President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria congratulated the FCWC on their tenth 
anniversary and highlighted the important role it 
plays in strengthening sub-regional cooperation 
in fisheries management, monitoring, surveillance 
and enforcement operation, as well as its key 
contribution in the development of the capacity of 
small-scale fishing operators in member countries, to 
create sustainable livelihoods.

Vice President Osinbajo stressed that: “All six 
member-countries also need to deepen strategic 
cooperation, to harness the enormous fisheries 
potential in the Gulf of Guinea for the benefit of our 
people. I implore the Secretariat of the FCWC to 
prioritize the speedy sharing of information between 
member countries, in order to more effectively 
checkmate the activities of foreign vessels fishing 
illegally within our territorial waters.”

Ministers approved a regional transhipment strategy and 
a protocol on the pooling and sharing of information 
in the FCWC area to enable agencies, to secure 
information-sharing between all partners and strengthen 
the capacity to end illegal fishing. The tenth anniversary 
of the FCWC was celebrated at the meeting, with the 
importance of partnership and cooperation highlighted 
as a key element in the development of an effective 
regional organisation. Speaking at the ceremony, 
FCWC Secretary General Seraphin Dedi Nadje stated, 
“Partnership has been at the heart of the success of the 
FCWC. I would like to offer my warm thanks to all those 
who have contributed to the development of the FCWC. 
Together we will continue to pursue the objectives of 
fisheries cooperation in West Africa.”

Professor Yemi Osinbajo, the Vice President of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria opens the tenth FCWC Conference of Ministers.
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Coming in December: FISHFORUM 2018

FORUM
ON
FISHERIES
SCIENCE
IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 
AND THE
BLACK SEA 

SAVE THE DATE

10-14 DECEMBER 2018
FAO HEADQUARTERS, ROME - ITALY

20
18FISHFORUM

WITH THE 
FINANCIAL
SUPPORT OF 

Information and registration: FishForum2018@gfcmonline.org
www.fao.org/gfcm/FishForum2018

 A first-of-its-kind event
encompassing oceanographic, social 
and economic science and fisheries 
research.

 A forum to build a lasting
network, discuss research trends, 
integrate scientific knowledge in 
decision-making and identify priorities 
to shape the future of Mediterranean 
and Black Sea fisheries.

 Giving voice to the wide community
of scientists, managers, researchers, 
engineers, academics and practitioners. 

 An opportunity for young
scientists to join the community. 

 Keynote speakers, thematic and
transversal panels, scientific sessions, 
workshops, side events, poster session, 
call for abstracts.

Better science for better 
advice

Healthy seas and 
sustainable fisheries

Economic analysis and 
technology for societal 
benefit

GFCM
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Latest news

ICCAT

IMPLEMENTING PERFORMANCE REVIEW 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Following the second performance review, the 
International Commission for the Conservation of 

Atlantic Tunas and its subsidiary bodies are working hard 
to review and, where appropriate, implement the most 
important recommendations of the Panel of Independent 
Experts. Progress on this will be reviewed annually until 
the process has been considered complete. 

EASTERN ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA CONSERVATION 
AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

According to the findings of the Standing Committee 
on Research and Statistics (SCRS), bluefin tuna stocks 
are recovering, allowing for an increase in the total 
allowable catches (TACs). In 2018, the conservation 
and management plan for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna 
will be revisited to take into account the most recent 
scientific advice and ensure the most appropriate MCS 
measures are in place.

eBCD SYSTEM

In addition, the Commission has recommended 
examining the possibility of extending the Electronic 
Bluefin Catch Documentation (eBCD) system to other 
species; to do this the Secretariat has been requested to 
carry out a risk analysis in order to determine the need 
for such a scheme and the priority of the species which 
may benefit from it.

ICCAT SUPPORT TO CONTRACTING PARTIES IN 
IMPLEMENTING PORT STATE MEASURES

Progress was made in 2017 by the Port Inspection 
Expert group for Capacity and Assistance, which took 
on board experiences in other organisations to develop 
a questionnaire for self-assessment as a first step to 
evaluating the needs for assistance of ICCAT developing 
Contracting Parties in implementing port State 
measures. This questionnaire has been circulated to all 
Contracting Parties, and responses will be reviewed later 
in the year by a second meeting of this Group to be held 
in September 2018.
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Meetings & events

ICCAT INTERSESSIONAL MEETINGS

Since its annual meeting in November 2017, ICCAT has 
held several intersessional meetings, both scientific and 

policy-orientated. Of note to date was the progress made 
by the Working Group on online reporting technology, 
as well as by the 12th Meeting of the Working Group on 
Integrated Monitoring Measures. This WG made significant 
progress on areas such as observer safety, high seas 
boarding and inspection and improved measures on Vessels 
Monitoring System (VMS). 

As regards scientific meetings it is worth noting the 
work being developed for the 2018 stock assessments 
for Atlantic bigeye tuna and blue marlin. Additionally, 
substantial work is currently being carried out on the 
ICCAT Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) for several 
stocks (Bluefin tuna, Northern Atlantic Albacore and 
Swordfish, and Atlantic Tropical tuna). 

NEW SECRETARY

Mr. Camille Jean Pierre MANEL will take up the 
position of Executive Secretary of ICCAT in July 
2018. Former Director of Maritime Fisheries, 
and later Director of Seabed Exploitation in 
Senegal, Camille holds a Master of Science from 
the Institut Universitaire Éuropeen de la Mer (IUEM) 

/ Universite de Bretagne Occidentale-Brest, France, 
and comes with over 25 years of experience in 
fisheries and marine-related management.

12th Meeting of the IMM WG, Madrid, Spain, 9-12 April 2018
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Camille Jean Pierre MANEL
Executive Secretary 
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Latest news

IWC

SMALL CETACEAN CATCHES FOR FOOD, BAIT,  
TRADE AND TRADITIONAL USES

In some parts of the world, small cetaceans are caught 
for food, bait, trade or use in traditional customs. These 

catches are small-scale, sometimes opportunistic and 
usually poorly documented. Some are thought to be at 
unsustainable levels for the populations concerned, and 
the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) has a work programme in place to better 
understand these types of catches. This programme involves 
international specialists in a variety of disciplines, and local 
communities where catches occur. Reliable and consistent 
data is required in order to build a clearer understanding of 
the issue and any potential risks to cetacean populations. 

The IWC has developed a toolkit of investigative 
techniques which can be used by local groups 
to collect data. A series of workshops has been 
launched which aims to teach these techniques 
in regions where hunts occur. The toolkit includes 
forensic skills such as on-the-spot DNA analysis, 
which might be used to identify marine mammal 
meat at market points, and zoonotic sampling 
techniques to test for disease. The toolkit also 
teaches participants how existing research data can 
be used to assess trends, patterns and hotspots in 
regional and relevant data.  
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In addition, training from social scientists allows the 
development of effective questionnaires for use in local 
markets or fishing communities.

The first workshop took place in Thailand, in 2016. It 
attracted two hundred participants from twelve countries 
and was supported by the Thai Government’s Department 
of Natural Resources and the Thai Royal Navy. As well 
as introducing the toolkit, the workshop explained the 
specific, potential threats in the region and encouraged 
information sharing with local researchers and strandings 
networks.

Further workshops are now being planned in South 
America and Africa. The IWC is also engaging with 
other international organisations including the 
Convention for Migratory Species, the Convention 
for Biological Diversity and the Convention for 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora 
and Fauna, all of whom have an interest in wildlife 
catches and uses, in order to share knowledge and 
pool resources wherever possible.



NAFO Performance Review Panelists 
Left to right: Poul Degnbol (Denmark), James Baird (Canada), Terje Løbach 
(Norway and NAFO President 2007-2011), Jane Willing (Coordinator 
of the Panel), Bárbara Boechat de Almeida (Brazil) and Maria Fuensanta 
Candela Castillo (EU).
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NAFO

SECOND PERFORMANCE REVIEW

At its 2017 Annual Meeting, the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization (NAFO) agreed to relaunch 

its second Performance Review. The first Performance 
Review took place in 2011 with all its recommendations 
having been addressed. 

The second Performance Review of NAFO will 
address conservation and management; compliance 
and enforcement; governance; science; international 
cooperation; financial and administrative issues. 
It will also assess how NAFO has addressed the 
recommendations of its first Performance Review. 

The Performance Review began with the selection 
of panel members in October/November 2017. The 
Performance Review panel consists of three external 
experts and three internal experts. The external experts 
are Bárbara Boechat de Almeida (Brazil), Jane Willing 
(New Zealand and Coordinator of the Panel) and Poul 
Degnbol (Denmark). The internal experts are James Baird 
(Canada), Maria Fuensanta Candela Castillo (EU) and Terje 
Løbach (Norway and NAFO President 2007-2011). The 
Panel’s report and recommendations will be presented at 
the next Annual Meeting of NAFO in September 2018, in 
Tallinn, Estonia.

Meetings & events

In addition to the busy meeting schedule and 
Performance Review, NAFO bodies continue to make 

the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach a priority. 
In this respect, the NAFO Scientific Council is currently 
working on the following:

> Further development of ecosystem production 
modeling and multi-species assessment;

> Development of “ecosystem summary sheets” as a 
means of communicating ecosystem level advice to 
managers;

> Assessment of NAFO bottom fisheries for significant 
adverse impact (SAI) on vulnerable marine ecosystems.

The Scientific Council will have its annual meeting in June 
2018 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, where they will 
assess NAFO stocks and continue work on the Ecosystem 
Approach. 

For more information 
on upcoming meetings and meeting reports,  
please visit the NAFO website: 
https://www.nafo.int
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Latest news

OSPESCA - SICA
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NEW REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF OSPESCA

Since October 2017, following the Resolution No. 19 
of the Council of Competent Ministers of Fisheries 

and Aquaculture of the Central American Integration 
System, Mr. Reinaldo Morales Rodriguez holds the 
position of Regional Director at the Specialized Regional 
Directorate of the Organization of the Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Sector of the Central American Isthmus 
(OSPESCA), attached to the General Secretariat of the 
Central American Integration System.

Reinaldo Morales Rodriguez
Regional Director 
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OSPESCA-WECAFC-CRFM Synergies

Representatives from WECAFC, CFRM and 
OSPESCA, jointly with the Coordination Unit of 

the CLME+ Project, did an evaluation of the activities 
that these organizations have been carrying out in the 
framework of the Memorandum of Understanding for 
the Provisional Coordination of sustainable fisheries 
between the three organizations, whose aim is to 
improve the regional governance in favor of sustainable 
fisheries.

The actions carried out regarding the elaboration and 
execution of the management plans for sharks and ray 
fishery, spiny lobster, queen conch, flying fish, shrimp 
and demersal fish in the Caribbean, among others, 
were reviewed. The support of the CLME+ project, 
through its sub-projects and the coordination of the 
working groups, was also highlighted.

For further information: 
www.sica.int/ospesca



©
D

re
w

 F
ar

re
ll

PAGE

73

NEWSLETTER

Issue #17 • July 2018

PSC

The Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) is a bilateral 
body formed by Canada and the United States to 

cooperatively manage shared stocks of five salmonids. 
These comprise Chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), 
sockeye (O. nerka), coho (O. kisutch), pink (O. gorbuscha), 
and chum salmon (O. keta), with runs ranging from 
abundant to endangered. Cross-border industrial salmon 
fisheries have occurred since the late 19th century, and 
indigenous fisheries predate those by thousands of years. 

The two countries have engaged each other on Pacific 
salmon management for over a century, and the PSC 
is the latest step in that long history involving federal, 
provincial, and indigenous government Commissioners. 

The PSC has been the forum for the Parties to implement 
their Pacific Salmon Treaty since 1985, but a narrower 
convention for a single river system predated this in 1937.

Changes in productivity, fishing patterns, and 
environmental conditions have necessitated an 
adaptive management framework. Thus, the Parties 
have typically utilized time-limited fishing regimes 
that require renegotiation and the adoption of new 
methodologies every 10 years in a treaty annex. The last 
such negotiation was concluded in 2008, and the Parties 
are now finishing the amendment process for another 
10-year agreement.

While some changes to the fishery management 
framework have been straightforward, others have 
required extensive discussion. This is particularly true 
for Chinook stocks, which migrate long distances (e.g., 
from the Columbia River in the northwest United States 
through Canadian waters and along Alaska’s southeastern 
coast) and encounter a gauntlet of fisheries while 
maturing for years in the marine environment. 

In addition, when depressed stocks co-migrate with more 
abundant ones, the Parties must endeavor to preserve 
economically important fisheries while protecting 
vulnerable spawning populations. Furthermore, the 
Parties must cooperate in hatchery production and 
associated selective fisheries, which play a significant role 
in restoring threatened stocks and maintaining important 
fisheries while natural production is restored.

Canada and the United States are proud of their century-
long effort to conserve and manage their shared stocks 
of Pacific salmon, which yield USD 3 billion annually in 
gross domestic product and support 30 000 full-time 
equivalent jobs in related industries. It is expected that 
the new fishing regimes will come into effect in 2019, and 
serve the Parties’ mutual goals of preventing overfishing, 
providing optimum production, and delivering equitable 
benefits for another decade to come. 

For more information, please visit 
www.psc.org
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SEAFO

Latest news

The SEAFO secretariat consists of the 
Executive Secretary, Mrs Lizette Voges and the 

Administration and Finance Officer,  
Mrs Delita Krauze.  
 
The Secretariat Office is located in Swakopmund, 
Namibia. The Finance and Administration position 
has been taken up by Delita Krauze in February 
2017, previously involved in the fishing industry of 
Namibia in financial positions since 1996.

Meetings & events

The 14 and most recent Annual Meeting 
was held in Swakopmund, Namibia, 27-30 

November 2017. It was the first time that the 
Scientific Committee meeting of 5 days was held 
back to back with the Commission meeting.  
 
During this meeting no stock assessment was done 
since it is now done every second year and the TAC 
recommendations are valid for two years.
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Left to right: Bernard Esau (The Honorable Minister of Fisheries and 
Marine Resources of Namibia), Lizette Voges (Executive Secretary), 
Delita Krauze (Admin and Finance Officer) and Dielobaka Ndombele 
(Chairperson SEAFO Commission) at the 14th Annual Meeting of SEAFO.

Official opening of the 14th Annual Meeting of SEAFO.
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There is excitement at possible upcoming research 
developments. In order to be able to better 
manage the fish stocks and to conserve the marine 
biodiversity, SEAFO needs more information on the 
existing marine resources and vulnerable marine 
ecosystems in our area.

• Possible future research funding and 
collaboration is being explored during this year;

• A potential RV Dr Fridtjof Nansen survey during 
early 2019 on some seamounts which were not 
covered during the 2015 survey;

• The FAO/ABNJ Deep seas project might also 
support biomass surveys and training to scientists 
of developing countries on how to conduct 
surveys on deep-sea aggregating species, like 
Orange Roughy and Alfonsino;

• SEAFO is also taking part in conversations 
around the One Ocean Hub Sustainable Fisheries 
proposals to obtain funding for research 
focusing on, but not limited to, data limited stock 
assessment and fishery management measures.

Future Research  
Prospects 

• Possible Extension of the SEAFO Convention 
Area (CA) to the South West Atlantic;

• Biennial Commission Meetings;

• Conservation measure on the banning of 
gillnets;

• Conservation measure on deep-water shark 
fisheries and the banning of shark finning.

Official opening of the 14th 
Annual Meeting of SEAFO

Some topics which were discussed, and which 
will be discussed further at the 2018 Annual 
meeting are:
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At the 2nd Meeting of the Parties of the South  
Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement held in 2015,  

it was decided that the Secretariat would be based  
La Reunion, France.

At the 3rd Meeting of the Parties held in 2016, Mr Jon 
Lansley was selected as the first Executive Secretary of 
SIOFA. Mr Lansley took up post in October 2016 and 
moved to La Reunion in January 2017 to commence 
establishment of the secretariat. He started his fisheries 
career as a commercial fisherman and since has enjoyed 
a variety of research, development and MCS roles. 
Mr Lansley worked for the European Commission 
from 2010 until September 2016, as part of a team 
representing the EU at various non-tuna and tuna 
RFMOs before taking up post with SIOFA. 

Latest news

SIOFA SC3 MARCH 2018, SAINT-DENIS, LA REUNION

The next SIOFA meetings to take place will be the  
2nd Compliance Committee meeting 21-23 June, and  
the 5th Meeting of the Parties 25-29 June, both in  
Phuket, Thailand. 

Information on these meetings can be found at: 
http://siofa.org/meetings

Mr Jon Lansley
Executive Secretary SIOFA
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SPRFMO

Latest news

INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW SECRETARY

It is my pleasure to introduce to you my successor 
as Executive Secretary of the South Pacific Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisation, Dr. Sebastián 
Rodriguez, who will start his appointment on 1 July 
2018. Sebastián asked me to convey that he looks 
forward to working for the long-term conservation and 
sustainable use of the fishery resources of the South 
Pacific Ocean and with the Regional Fishery Body 
Secretariats’ Network on shared challenges. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say good bye 
to you all. From July onwards, I will retire and only be 
available for occasional consultancies and projects in the 
field of fisheries. It was a joy to collaborate with many 
of you during all these years and I wish you well for the 
important work lying ahead of you! I will miss you and 
hope that we can stay in touch – you can reach me via 
email at johanne@jofischer.pro. 

Johanne Fisher Sebastián Rodriguez
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WECAFC

Latest news

INTRODUCING THE NEW WECAFC SECRETARY

In December 2017, Mr Raymon Van Anrooy, WECAFC 
Secretary/FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer for the 

Caribbean, moved from the region to FAO headquarters, 
where he is now working at the Fisheries Operations 
and Technology Branch (FIAO). His new role is focused 
on increasing access of fishers to micro-finance, credit 
and insurance, techno-economic assessment of fishing 
fleet performance, investments in fisheries, promotion 
of fisher’s safety at sea and strengthening of fisherfolk 
organizations.

In July 2018, Ms Yvette Diei-Ouadi will assume the duties 
of WECAFC Secretary at FAO’s Sub-regional Office for 
the Caribbean in Barbados. 

YVETTE DIEI-OUADI,  
UPCOMING WECAFC SECRETARY

Dr Yvette Diei-Ouadi holds a veterinary doctorate. She 
has over twenty-five years of experience in post-harvest 
fisheries, with a FAO career that started in 1996 in West 
Africa, before joining in October 2004, the hitherto Fish 

Utilization and Marketing Service (now Products, Trade 
and Marketing Branch) as Fishery Industry Officer.

Her work in reducing post-harvest losses and value 
chain efficiency has featured the transdisciplinary 
and multidimensional nature of the sustainable value 
chain development. In connection with this, Yvette 
has developed a good understanding of issues such as 
fisheries resources management, climate change, social 
and economic dimensions of the fishing communities’ 
livelihoods, consumers’ needs, marketing and barriers 
to trade. She has extensive experience in the design, 
formulation and implementation in technical cooperation. 

Yvette is more than happy to return to the field and 
to accept the challenging assignment of fishery and 
aquaculture officer, including coordinating the secretariat 
of WECAFC at a strategic period, as this RFB is engaged 
in the process towards its transformation into an RFMO.

Raymon Van Anrooy
Secretary
WECAFC

Yvette Diei-Ouadi
Secretary
WECAFC
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A t WECAFC 16, held in Guadeloupe, France, in mid-
2016, the members expressed desire to step up their 

efforts to combat IUU fishing in FAO Area 31 and the 
northern part of Area 41. 

Recognizing that IUU fishing is a transboundary and 
region-wide problem, a regional Working Group on IUU 
fishing (RWG-IUU), in which the Caribbean Regional 
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and the Organization for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of Central America (OSPESCA) 
collaborate with WECAFC, organized two meetings in 
2017 and is planning for its 3rd meeting in 2018. 

The first two meetings were attended by fisheries officers 
and MCS officers from 25 member countries. The  
1st meeting was held on 1 and 2 March 2017 in Barbados 
at the headquarters of WECAFC and was used for:  
1) increasing awareness and understanding of the IUU 
fishing problem in the Caribbean region; and 2) increasing 
capacity for a more effective collaboration in preventing, 
deterring and eliminating IUU fishing in the Caribbean 
region. The 1st meeting also finalized and agreed on its 
ToRs and work plan for the 2017–2018 RWG-IUU period, 
and discussed elements to be included in a Regional Plan 
of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing 
(RPOA-IUU).

The 2nd meeting was held on 19-21 September also in 
Barbados and built regional capacity for implementation 
of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels, and specific 
measures needed in the Caribbean region to effectively 
reduce IUU fishing.

The 2nd meeting discussed and agreed on various 
essential fisheries management measures, such as:
• Harmonization of fishing vessel marking and 

identification;
• The establishment of a regional fishing vessel record;
• The development of regional IUU vessel lists. 

These measures have been reviewed by the 8th Session 
of WECAFC’s Scientific Advisory Committee (SAG) in 
November 2017. They will, once adopted by WECAFC 
17 in early 2019, allow the fisheries inspectors, coast 
guard, navy and port officials to easily identify and 
verify the relevant authorizations of fishing vessels. The 
measures will facilitate the work of the inspectors and 
other officials, who will have access to a regional record 
of authorized fishing vessels and lists of presumed and 
confirmed IUU fishing vessels.

Reports from the two meetings are available in English 
and Spanish online:  
1st meeting http://www.fao.org/3/I8292B/i8292b.pdf  
2nd meeting http://www.fao.org/3/I8440B/i8440b.pdf

WESTERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC FISHERY COMMISSION (WECAFC) BOOSTS ITS EFFORTS  
TO COMBAT IUU FISHING

WECAFC - SAG 8 group photo (Merida, 2017).
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In collaboration with TMTracking and Stop Illegal Fishing (SIF), the WECAFC also 
prepared a brochure and a poster on vessel marking and identification.

Brochure in English: www.fao.org/3/a-i7783e.pdf  
and Spanish: www.fao.org/3/I7783ES/i7783es.pdf

Poster in English: www.fao.org/3/I9156EN/i9156en.pdf

More information on the WECAFC activities to combat IUU fishing can be obtained 
from the WECAFC Secretariat at: WECAFC-Secretariat@fao.org

CASABLANCA

CNIC

PROPORTIONALITY 
The vessel markings should be:

• proportional in their width to height

• proportional in height to the size of the vessel

• at least 0.3 m in height for all vessels of 5 m length and
over for markings on the deck

• placed on the hull/superstructure in the following
proportions:

Length overall (LOA): 

25 m and over

20 ≥ 25 m

15 ≥ 20 m

12 ≥ 15 m

5 ≥ 12 m

< 5 m

Height of letters/numbers 
should be not less than:

1.0 m

0.8 m

0.6 m

0.4 m

0.3 m

0.1 m

BEST PRACTICE

Based on the FAO Standard Specifications for the 
Marking and Identification of Fishing Vessels

The marking and identification 
of fishing vessels

DISPLAY 
The vessel marking should always be prominently 
displayed on:

the port and starboard side of the vessel’s hull or  
superstructure so that the marking can be sighted from 
another vessel or from the air

a deck (any horizontal surface, including the top of the 
wheelhouse) with the top of the writing pointing   
towards the bow, or if the vessel is undecked on a  
board which can be seen clearly from the air

the vessel’s sail, if one exists

if the vessel markings are ever obscured by an awning   
or vessel cover, this should also carry the vessel markings

markings only visible from one angle

markings not clearly visible from the air

LEGIBILITY 
The vessel marking should be:

painted using marine paint

white on a black background or black on 
a white background

always maintained in good condition

block letters and numbers should be used

markings not clearly visible due to lack of contrast

markings not clearly visible due to small or 
unclear characters

markings not clearly visible due to fading

MARKING 
Fishing vessels shall be marked with their IRCS, 
called the vessel marking:

this vessel marking, the vessel name or identification  
mark and the port of registry should be the only vessel 
identifiers consisting of letters and numbers to be  
painted on the hull or superstructure

the numbers 1 and 0 should be avoided in licence or 
registration numbers to prevent confusion with the  
letters I and O

any fishing craft carried onboard another fishing vessel 
and used for fishing operations should bear the same  
markings as the vessel they are carried on

too many identifiers on the hull or superstructure make 
it challenging to identify the vessel clearly at sea

vessel is marked with identifiers that do not match  
details on the vessel registry or authorised vessel list

PLACEMENT 
The vessel markings should be placed:

on the vessel’s side or superstructure, as high as  
possible above the waterline and avoid areas such as 
the flare of the bow and stern

where they are not obscured by fishing gear, either 
when stowed or in use

away from areas which are prone to damage or 
discolouration, such as scuppers or outlets

markings placed too low and obscured by the waterline

AB

P6 h

h/6

h/6 
or greater

h/6 
or greater

h/4 to h/6 or h/8 to h/10 
for sloping sides

The international radio call sign (IRCS) allocated to a fishing vessel should  
correspond to the flag State of the vessel and match the series provided below:

* For countries with more than 10 series assigned, please check www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/terrestrial/fmd/Pages/
call_sign_series.aspx for a full list.

COUNTRY INTERNATIONAL RADIO CALL SIGN

Antigua and Barbuda V2A-V2Z

Bahamas C6A-C6Z

Barbados 8PA-8PZ

Belize V3A-V3Z

Brazil 15 series*

Colombia 5JA-5JZ, 5KA-5KZ, HJA-HJZ, HKA-HKZ

Costa Rica TEA-TEZ, TIA-TIZ

Cuba CLA-CLZ, CMA-CMZ, COA-COZ, T4A-T4Z

Dominica J7A-J7Z

Dominican Republic HIA-HIZ

European Union Various

France 38 series*

Grenada J3A-J3Z

Guatemala TDA-TDZ, TGA-TGZ

Guinea 3XA-3XZ

Guyana 8RA-8RZ

Haiti 4VA-4VZ, HHA-HHZ

Honduras HQA-HQZ, HRA-HRZ

Jamaica 6YA-6YZ

Japan 29 series*

Republic of Korea 6KA-6KZ, 6LA-6LZ, 6MA-6MZ, 6NA-6NZ, D7A-D7Z, D8A-D8Z, 
D9A-D9Z, DSA-DSZ, DTA-DTZ, HLA-HLZ

Mexico 19 series*

Netherlands 11 series*

Nicaragua H6A-H6Z, H7A-H7Z, HTA-HTZ, YNA-YNZ

Panama 3EA-3EZ, 3FA-3FZ, H3A-H3Z, H8A-H8Z, H9A-H9Z, HOA-HOZ, 
HPA-HPZ

Saint Kitts and Nevis V4A-V4Z

Saint Lucia J6A-J6Z

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines J8A-J8Z

Spain 11 series*

Suriname PZA-PZZ

Trinidad and Tobago 9YA-9YZ, 9ZA-9ZZ

United Kingdom 93 series*

United States of America 90 series*

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 4MA-4MZ, YVA-YVZ, YWA-YWZ, YXA-YXZ, YYA-YYZ

Supported by the Caribbean Billfish Project

Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the 
United Nations 

WESTERN CENTRAL 
ATLANTIC FISHERY  
COMMISSION 
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Marking fishing vessels with suitable identifiers is an  
important tool for fisheries management. It enables  
identification of fishing vessels in port or at sea, which 
allows for monitoring of compliance to rules and  
regulations applicable to the vessel and its fishing  
activities. Clearly marked vessel identifiers form the basis 
for a vessels’ inclusion in a vessel register or authorised 
vessel list. In addition, markings facilitate safety at sea by 
enabling physical identification and communications  
between vessels, and can help to deter vessel theft. 

The Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission  
(WECAFC) is working to increase awareness and build 
capacity on vessel marking and identification, among 
WECAFC members, in support of the national and regional 
fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing and the establishment of a regional vessel record. 
Appropriate vessel identification and linked registries  
represent the basis for improving fishery management  
and conservation in the region.

Why mark fishing vessels?

Fishing vessels need to be marked in such a way that they can be easily identified in accordance 
with international standards. Correct use of vessel markings enables a fishing vessel to be linked to 
its identity, as contained in vessel records. Through proper marking the operational and/or historical 
information related to the vessel can be retrieved, including its fishing and other authorisations. 

THE MARKING AND  
IDENTIFICATION OF  
FISHING VESSELS
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Meetings & events

RECENT MEETINGS AND EVENTS: WECAFC

In 2017, more than 230 fisheries experts and 
fisheries managers from 27 member countries of 

WECAFC participated in 10 regional-level meetings 
and workshops. The meetings were organized by the 
FAO WECAFC Secretariat and teams from a range 
of projects, such as: the Sustainable Management 
of Bycatch in Latin America and Caribbean Trawl 
Fisheries (REBYC-II LAC), the Climate Change 
Adaptation in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector 
(CC4Fish) and the Caribbean Billfish Project. 
 
10 regional meetings:

> Launching workshop of the FAO/GEF Climate 
Change Adaptation of the Eastern Caribbean 
Fisheries Sector Project (CC4FISH), 7-9 February, 
Barbados: http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/
I8281EN;

> REBYC-II LAC Workshop on Bycatch Reduction 
Technologies and Best Practices,13-16 February, 
Colombia: http://www.fao.org/in-action/rebyc-2/en/;

> 1st meeting of the Regional Working Group on 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IUU 
Fishing) Meeting, 1-2 March, Barbados:  
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8292B;

> 3rd Regional workshop on Caribbean Billfish Fisheries 
Management and Conservation, 4-6 April, Barbados: 
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I8243B/;

> FIRMS-WECAFC workshop on recreational fisheries 
statistics in the Caribbean, 20-22 June, Bahamas:  
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8241EN

The various working groups prepared technical advice 
in support of regional and national-level fisheries 
management, which was reviewed by the 8th session of 
the SAG, by the CRFM and OSPESCA at sub-regional 
level, and which will be finally reviewed and endorsed by 
WECAFC 17 for region-wide implementation. 

The these early months of 2018, various joint working 
group meetings with CRFM, OSPESCA and the Caribbean 
Fisheries Management Council (CFMC) of the United 
States of America have been organized, including 
meetings of the working groups on spiny lobster, in the 
Dominican Republic, and on spawning aggregations, in the 
USA. Upcoming working group meetings, scheduled for 
the 2nd half of 2018, are of the RWG-IUU, FAD fisheries 
working group and shrimp and groundfish working group. 

The development process of the RFMO in the WECAFC 
area, as was launched in 2016 by WECAFC 16, is ongoing, 
and the next step will be the organization of the 1st 
preparatory meeting for the establishment of the RFMO.

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8281EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8281EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8292B
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Study of the Implementation of Regional Program for Harmonized Port Inspection Program in the ATLAFCO 
Region. A study on a Harmonized Regional Port Inspection Program launched following the Rabat Declaration 
on Regional Cooperation, for the fight against IUU fishing adopted by the 9th Ministerial Conference of 
ATLAFCO in September 2014, and following the conclusions of the ATLAFCO workshop held in Marrakesh 
in October 2015.

Some recommendations proposed by the study can be described as the main pillars of the implementation of 
the Regional Port Inspection Program:

1. Upgrading the national regulations;

2. National mechanisms for inter-agency cooperation;

3. Training of port inspectors;

4. Support to operational inspection procedures;

5. Procedures for prosecution of offenders.

ICCAT is pleased to announce that its new website will be launched in 2018, bringing ICCAT in line with the 
latest web technology and design standards. The new website will allow for easier browsing on tablets and 
smartphones. The prototype can be viewed at: http://new.iccat.int/en

STUDY OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL PROGRAM FOR HARMONIZED 
PORT INSPECTION PROGRAM IN THE ATLAFCO REGION

ICCAT
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To mark the tenth anniversary of the Fisheries Committee for the West Central Gulf of Guinea (FCWC), a 
booklet recognizing the part played by the member countries as well as significant individuals and organisations 
who have contributed to the successful establishment of the FCWC as a regional fisheries organisation has 
been published.

FCWC Secretary General Seraphin Dedi Nadje stated, “Partnership has been at the heart of the success of 
the FCWC. I would like to offer my warm thanks to all those who have contributed to the development of the 
FCWC. Together we will continue to pursue the objectives of fisheries cooperation in West Africa.”

Elsa Patria, Chairperson of Stop Illegal Fishing, stated, “SIF has been cooperating with the FCWC since it was 
founded in 2007. We all know that regional cooperation is one of the best ways of tackling fisheries issues and 
we are proud to have been part of the FCWC success story.”

The West Africa Task Force: Cooperation. Collaboration. Communication

The new report The West Africa Task Force: Cooperation. Collaboration. Communication provides an insight 
into the establishment and operation of the West Africa Task Force.

Established in 2015, the West Africa Task Force (WATF) brings together the six member countries of the 
Fisheries Committee for the West Central Gulf of Guinea (FCWC) – Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria 
and Togo – to tackle illegal fishing and stop the trade in illegally-caught fish.

Through the routine sharing and cross checking of information, analysis of vessel tracking information and 
through capacity building, the WATF has engaged in a range of activities and investigations. 

Speaking on the launch of the phase 1 implementation report, Seraphin Dedi Nadje, Secretary General of 
the FCWC stated, “The WATF has built on the existing commitments, structure and cooperation provided 
by the FCWC. By delivering an active platform to operationalize existing information-sharing agreements, 
stronger connections and relationships have been built between members and, consequently, more effective 
enforcement action is resulting.”

FCWC
PIONEERS OF COOPERATION
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Counting the growth layers in teeth is a common way to estimate the age of a wild animal, but what do scientists 
do when the animal has no teeth, such as a baleen whale? Read about a technique using the animal’s eyes in 
a new scientific paper from Eva Garde (Greenland Institue of Natural Resources) and collaborators. This is the 
newest paper in our journal, NAMMCO Scientific Publications.

http://septentrio.uit.no/index.php/NAMMCOSP/article/view/4400/4047

NAMMCO 
ESTIMATING AGES IN WILD ANIMALS: NEW PAPER PUBLISHED 

Many sharks and rays are more akin to mammals than fish, being large, slow to breed and long–lived.

The development and introduction by FAO Members of the IPOA shark in 1999, was an early response to 
concerns over increases in shark fishing, which resulted in a range of shifts in policy and practice in the control 
of directed shark fisheries and fisheries in which sharks constitute a significant bycatch.

More recently, environmental NGOs, who had ongoing concerns for sharks and rays, have capitalized on 
their particularly ‘media-friendly’, charismatic status to drive change in the practice of fisheries in regards 
commercially-exploited species generally, and sharks in particular. These actions have resulted in a suite of shark 
and ray species being added to CITES Appendix II in 2013 and 2016, which requires exporting and importing 
countries to put in extra measures to ensure the legality of these trades and vouch that such commerce was not 
detrimental to the survival of the species.

In this paper, fisheries experts from SE Asia explain ‘what is’ and ‘what isn’t’ working in regards CITES provisions 
for listed sharks and rays. The paper describes the broad array of changes in shark and ray fisheries, implemented 
both before and after the implementation of CITES listings, and the influence of CITES on these decisions. 
Furthermore, the study highlights future needs for countries implementing management and conservation of 
sharks and rays to facilitate legal trade - where it can be shown to be sustainable. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/faf.12281

FRIEDMAN K, GABRIEL S, ABE O, et al. 2018. 
EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF CITES LISTING OF SHARKS AND RAYS IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES

There is a rhetoric that fisheries are operating without regard for rules, in an environment devoid of controls - 
that fisheries are damaging both fish stocks and the environments that are the source of those fish – a ‘free for 
all’ as characterized by Hugo Grotius’ 1609 ‘Mare liberum’.

This can be countered by examining real historical and ongoing development of fisheries. A more objective 
view shows the fisheries are in a joint venture with nature, that they are an activity that is wholly dependent on 
having ‘intact’ and ‘functioning’ natural systems. Unlike the situation found on land, where wild harvests have 
long given way to agricultural modes of production, from just a handful of species, there has been no centuries 
of landscape modification or direct interventions to shape and control productivity in the oceans. Pressures 
across the oceans are still relatively novel, with fishery production continuing to be sourced from a wide range 
of species - with no fully-marine fish going extinct from the pressures of fishing in the last century.

We present a high altitude view, with ground-level examples, of the shifts in policy and practice of fisheries 
through time. A potted history of how fisheries, as arguably the most biodiversity friendly of all food production 
sectors, has pivoted its focus from fisheries development to considerations of environmental conservation, 
both proactively, but also, more lately, in collaboration with the environmental sector. Lastly, the paper calls 
for more cross-sectoral collaboration – recognizing that the activity of further mainstreaming of biodiversity 
considerations across fisheries is not just an ongoing obligation to maintain fisheries’ social license to operate 
but a pre-requisite to support production in a globally food-insecure world.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2018.03.001

FRIEDMAN, K., GARCIA, S., RICE, J. 2018.
MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY IN FISHERIES. MARINE POLICY
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Following the work plan prepared by the Intersectoral group for the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines 
for Small Scale Fisheries (SSF), integrated by FAO, CONFEPESCA and OSPESCA, and in coordination with FAO, 
the second edition of the document of the Voluntary Guidelines to Achieve the Sustainability of Small-scale 
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and the Eradication of Poverty has been elaborated.

The Guidelines represent the first internationally-agreed instrument entirely dedicated to the key small-scale 
fisheries sector, one which has often been overlooked. This sector tends to be firmly rooted in local communities, 
traditions and values. Many small-scale fishers are self-employed and usually supply fish for direct consumption 
in their homes or communities.

This second edition, featuring new, essential design, will provide a tool to train, inform and promote the SSF 
Guidelines, which were adopted by the FAO member countries, in order to achieve the sustainability of small-
scale fisheries in the context of food security and the eradication of poverty.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations San Salvador, 2018.  
www.fao.org/3/i8347en/I8347EN.pdf

The 2nd meeting of the Regional Working Group on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing, was held 
in Barbados in the period 19 - 21 September 2017. The RWG-IUU is a joint working group of the Western 
Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC), the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), and 
Organization for Fisheries and Aquaculture of Central America (OSPESCA). Participants at this second meeting of 
the RGW-IUU included 35 fisheries Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) officers, fisheries managers and 
other experts from 16 WECAFC members. At the meeting, the MCS officers were updated on the International 
Plan of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing (IPOA-IUU), the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, 
Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels, and specific measures needed in the Caribbean region to 
effectively reduce IUU fishing. 

The technical meeting discussed and agreed on various essential fisheries management measures, such as on 
fishing vessel marking and identification, the establishment of a regional fishing vessel record and regional IUU 
vessel lists. These measures will, once adopted by the WECAFC session, allow the fisheries inspectors, coast 
guard, navy and port officials to easily identify and verify the relevant authorizations of fishing vessels. The 
measures will facilitate the work of the inspectors and other officials, who will have access to a regional record of 
authorized fishing vessels and lists of presumed and confirmed IUU fishing vessels. The advice produced by the 
RWG-IUU will be reviewed by the WECAFC Scientific Advisory Group and the Interim Coordination Mechanism 
for sustainable Fisheries of WECAFC, CRFM and OSPESCA and is likely to be endorsed in 2018 by all countries 
in the region for implementation to start in early 2019.

www.fao.org/3/I8440B/i8440b.pdf 

OSPESCA – SICA
ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE GUIDELINES FOR SMALL-SCALE FISHING

WECAFC

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing
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Second Edition
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https://www.ccsbt.org/en/
content/23rd-meeting-extend-
ed-scientific-committee

2
SEPTEMBER

CCSBT Informal Operating 
Model and Management 
Procedure Technical Meeting 
(San Sebastian, Spain)  

15–18
OCTOBER

CCSBT 25th Annual Meeting 
(Noumea, New Caledonia)

22–26
OCTOBER

ICES - SYMPOSIA
Oceans Past VII
(Bremerhaven, Germany)

CCSBT 23rd Meeting of 
the Extended Scientific 
Committee 
(San Sebastian, Spain)

9–12
OCTOBER

ICES/UNECE Symposium 
on Management tools and 
standards in support of 
SDG 14 ''Life below water''
(Reykjavik, Iceland)

19–21
SEPTEMBER

WECAFC 2nd meeting of the 
Regional Working Group on 
Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing
(Barbados) 

3–8
SEPTEMBER

CCSBT 13th Meeting of the 
Compliance Committee 
(Noumea, New Caledonia)

11–13
OCTOBER

ICES training course
Introduction to stock assessment
(Copenhagen Denmark) 

3–4
NOVEMBER

WECAFC 8th session 
of the Scientific Advisory 
Group (SAG) of WECAFC 
(Mexico) 

22–26
OCTOBER

ICES training course
Introduction to the 
R “environment”
(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

29 OCT.
2 NOV.

1st meeting of the 
WECAFC/OSPESCA/CRFM/
CITES/CFMC working group 
on shark conservation 
and management 
(Barbados) 

17–19
OCTOBER

GFCM High-level meeting 
on small-scale fisheries 
in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea”  
(Malta)

25–26
SEPTEMBER

13–15
NOVEMBER

ICES training course
Introduction to 
agent-based 
modelling for 
fisheries science 
and management 
(Copenhagen, 
Denmark)

ICES training course
Advanced stock assessment
(Copenhagen, Denmark)

5–9
NOVEMBER

ICES training course
Geostatistics in R for fisheries 
and marine ecology applications
(Fontainebleau, France)

3–7
DECEMBER

NAMMCO meetings of:
• Committee on 

Hunting Methods
• Committee on Inspection

and Observation
• Working Group on 

By-catch, entanglements 
and live strandings

26–30
NOVEMBER

NAMMCO Scientific Committee 
25th meeting, onboard M/S Polarlys 
from Bergen to Tromsø along the 
Norwegian coast 

13–16
NOVEMBER

23–25
OCTOBER

NAMMCO Scientific Working 
Group on Walrus 
(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

20–24
NOVEMBER

WECAFC 
CLME+ sub-projects
inception workshop
(Trinidad and Tobago)

27 NOV.
5 DEC.

WECAFC REBYC-II LAC 
Regional Workshop on 
Ecosystem Approach 
to Fisheries/2nd REBYC-II 
LAC Steering Committee
(Costa Rica)

10–14
DECEMBER

GFCM Forum on fisheries 
science in the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea 
(Fish forum 2018) 
(FAO headquarters)

NPFC TCC/FAC 
Commission 
(Japan)

7 and 13
JULY

Regional Fishery Body
Secretariats' Network - 
7th meeting (RSN-7)
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

9–13
JULY

Committee on Fisheries
33rd Session
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

28 JUNE
6 JULY

2018

www.npfc.int/meetings

http://www.fao.org/
fishery/nems/41061/en

https://www.ccsbt.org/en/con-
tent/informal-operating-model-
and-management-procedure-
technical-meeting-2018

www.fao.org/about/  
meetings/cofi

https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/23rd-meeting-extended-scientific-committee
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/23rd-meeting-extended-scientific-committee
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/23rd-meeting-extended-scientific-committee
http://www.npfc.int/meetings
http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41061/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41061/en
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/informal-operating-model-and-management-procedure-technical-meeting
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/informal-operating-model-and-management-procedure-technical-meeting
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/informal-operating-model-and-management-procedure-technical-meeting
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/informal-operating-model-and-management-procedure-technical-meeting
http://www.fao.org/about/%03meetings/cofi
http://www.fao.org/about/%03meetings/cofi
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www.fao.org/gfcm/  
meetings/ssf2018%22

https://www.ccsbt.org/en/
content/13th-meeting-compli-
ance-committel

www.fao.org/documents/  
card/en/c/I8718EN

www.fao.org/documents/
card/en/c/I8440B/

https://www.ccsbt.org/en/
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the Extended Scientific 
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ICES/UNECE Symposium 
on Management tools and 
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SDG 14 ''Life below water''
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Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing
(Barbados) 
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WECAFC 8th session 
of the Scientific Advisory 
Group (SAG) of WECAFC 
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ICES training course
Introduction to the 
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CITES/CFMC working group 
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(Barbados) 
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25–26
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ICES training course
Introduction to 
agent-based 
modelling for 
fisheries science 
and management 
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5 DEC.

WECAFC REBYC-II LAC 
Regional Workshop on 
Ecosystem Approach 
to Fisheries/2nd REBYC-II 
LAC Steering Committee
(Costa Rica)

10–14
DECEMBER

GFCM Forum on fisheries 
science in the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea 
(Fish forum 2018) 
(FAO headquarters)

NPFC TCC/FAC 
Commission 
(Japan)

7 and 13
JULY

Regional Fishery Body
Secretariats' Network - 
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(Rome, Italy)
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Committee on Fisheries
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http://www.fao.org/gfcm/%03meetings/ssf2018%22
http://www.fao.org/gfcm/%03meetings/ssf2018%22
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/13th-meeting-compliance-committee
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/13th-meeting-compliance-committee
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/13th-meeting-compliance-committee
http://www.fao.org/documents/%03card/en/c/I8718EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/%03card/en/c/I8718EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8440B/
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I8440B/
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/25th-annual-meeting-ccsbt
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/25th-annual-meeting-ccsbt
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Hunting Methods
• Committee on Inspection

and Observation
• Working Group on 

By-catch, entanglements 
and live strandings

26–30
NOVEMBER

NAMMCO Scientific Committee 
25th meeting, onboard M/S Polarlys 
from Bergen to Tromsø along the 
Norwegian coast 

13–16
NOVEMBER

23–25
OCTOBER

NAMMCO Scientific Working 
Group on Walrus 
(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

20–24
NOVEMBER

WECAFC 
CLME+ sub-projects
inception workshop
(Trinidad and Tobago)

27 NOV.
5 DEC.

WECAFC REBYC-II LAC 
Regional Workshop on 
Ecosystem Approach 
to Fisheries/2nd REBYC-II 
LAC Steering Committee
(Costa Rica)

10–14
DECEMBER

GFCM Forum on fisheries 
science in the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea 
(Fish forum 2018) 
(FAO headquarters)

29–30
JUNE

28 JUNE
6 JULY

NPFC TCC/FAC 
Commission 
(Japan)

7 and 13
JULY

Regional Fishery Bodies 
Secretariats' Network - 
7th meeting (RSN-7)
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

9–13
JULY

Committee on Fisheries
33rd Session
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

9
JUNE

SWIOFC A training of 
trainers on the ‘R system’ 
(Maputo, Mozambique)

Vasco Schmidt, 
Pedros Barros
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Oceans Past VII
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CCSBT 23rd Meeting of 
the Extended Scientific 
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(San Sebastian, Spain)
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on small-scale fisheries 
in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea”  
(Malta)

25–26
SEPTEMBER

13–15
NOVEMBER

ICES training course
Introduction to 
agent-based 
modelling for 
fisheries science 
and management 
(Copenhagen, 
Denmark)

ICES training course
Advanced stock assessment
(Copenhagen, Denmark)

5–9
NOVEMBER

ICES training course
Geostatistics in R for fisheries 
and marine ecology applications
(Fontainebleau, France)

3–7
DECEMBER

NAMMCO meetings of:
• Committee on 

Hunting Methods
• Committee on Inspection

and Observation
• Working Group on 

By-catch, entanglements 
and live strandings

26–30
NOVEMBER

NAMMCO Scientific Committee 
25th meeting, onboard M/S Polarlys 
from Bergen to Tromsø along the 
Norwegian coast 

13–16
NOVEMBER

23–25
OCTOBER

NAMMCO Scientific Working 
Group on Walrus 
(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

20–24
NOVEMBER

WECAFC 
CLME+ sub-projects
inception workshop
(Trinidad and Tobago)

27 NOV.
5 DEC.

WECAFC REBYC-II LAC 
Regional Workshop on 
Ecosystem Approach 
to Fisheries/2nd REBYC-II 
LAC Steering Committee
(Costa Rica)

10–14
DECEMBER

GFCM Forum on fisheries 
science in the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea 
(Fish forum 2018) 
(FAO headquarters)

29–30
JUNE

28 JUNE
6 JULY

NPFC TCC/FAC 
Commission 
(Japan)

7 and 13
JULY

Regional Fishery Bodies 
Secretariats' Network - 
7th meeting (RSN-7)
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

9–13
JULY

Committee on Fisheries
33rd Session
FAO, HQ
(Rome, Italy)

9
JUNE

SWIOFC A training of 
trainers on the ‘R system’ 
(Maputo, Mozambique)

Vasco Schmidt, 
Pedros Barros

PAGE

91

Issue #17 • July 2018

www.fao.org/in-action/
rebyc-2/news/detail/en/
c/1072653/

www.fao.org/
gfcm/�fishforum2018

www.ices.dk/training

www.ices.dk/training

UPCOMING EVENTS 2018

http://www.fao.org/in-action/rebyc-2/news/detail/en/c/1072653/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/rebyc-2/news/detail/en/c/1072653/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/rebyc-2/news/detail/en/c/1072653/
http://www.fao.org/gfcm/%03fishforum2018
http://www.fao.org/gfcm/%03fishforum2018
http://www.ices.dk/training


PAGE

92

Issue #17 • July 2018

IOTC Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

IPHC International Pacific Halibut Commission

IWC International Whaling Commission

JOINTFISH Joint Norwegian-Russian Fisheries Commission

LTA Lake Tanganyika Authority

LVFO Lake Victoria Fisheries Organization

MRC Mekong River Commission

NACA Network of Aquaculture Centers in Asia-Pacific

NAFO Northwest Atlantic Fisheries

NAMMCO North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission

NASCO North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization

NEAFC North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission

NPAFC North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission

NPFC North Pacific Fisheries Commission

OLDEPESCA Latin American Organization for Fisheries Development

OSPESCA Central America Fisheries and Aquaculture Organization

PICES The North Pacific Marine Science Organization

PSC Pacific Salmon Commission

RAA Red de Acuicultura de las Americas

RECOFI Regional Commission for Fisheries

SEAFDEC Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

SEAFO South East Atlantic Fisheries Organization

SIOFA Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement

SPC Secretariat of the Pacific Community

SPRFMO South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation

SRFC Subregional Fisheries Commission (SRFC)

SWIOFC Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission

WCPFC Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission

WECAFC Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission

NORTH 
AMERICA

LATIN  
AMERICA  
AND THE 

CARIBBEAN

EUROPE

AFRICA

ASIA

OCEANIA  
AND 

AUSTRALIA

ACAP Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels

ACFR Advisory Committee on Fishery Research

APFIC Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission

ATLAFCO Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African States Bordering the Atlantic

BCC Benguela Current Commission

BOBP-IGO Bay of Bengal Programme, Intergovernmental Organization

CACFISH Central Asia and Caucasus Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission

CBLT Lake Chad Basin Commission

CCAMLR Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources

CCBST Convention on the Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources in the Cental Bering Sea

CCSBT Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna

CECAF Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic

CIFAA Committee on Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa

COPPESAALC Commission for small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture of Latin America and the Caribbean

COREP Regional Fisheries Committee for the Gulf of Guinea

CCPS Permanent Commission for the South Pacific

CRFM Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism

CTMFM Joint Technical Commission for the Argentina/Uruguay Maritime Front

CWP Coordinated Working Party on Fishery Statistics

EIFAC European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission

FCWC Fishery Committee for the West Central Gulf of Guinea

FFA Forum Fisheries Agency

FIRMS Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System

GESAMP Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection

GFCM General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

GLFC Great Lakes Fishery Commission

IATTC Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission

ICCAT International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

ICES International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

MEMBERS MEMBERS

REGIONAL FISHERY BODIES 
AND NETWORKS
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ISSUE NO. 16 • JANUARY 2018

REGIONAL FISHERY BODY SECRETARIATS’ NETWORK

In the previous issue: 
• RSN and RFBs noted at the UN 

General Assembly
• The RSN intersessional meeting 

in Oslo and the First Meeting of 
the Parties to the 2009  
FAO PSMA

• Fighting IUU Fishing – corner:  
the key instrumental role  
of RFMOs

This newsletter is developed by the RSN 
Secretariat, with the precious and voluntary 

contributions from secretariats of regional 
fishery bodies and regional fisheries management 
organizations, as well as colleagues from FAO and 
other agencies working on matters relevant to  
these bodies.

The Fisheries and Aquaculture Department of FAO 
hosts and provides the RSN Secretariat services, the 
venue for biennial meetings, and has a day-to-day 
collaboration with the network on technical and 
operational issues. In this context, the Secretariat 
will continue working with its members, partners 
and colleagues, to ensure, as much as possible, that 
voices and experiences from different regions are 
being considered. 

GET IN TOUCH

Food and Agriculture Organization of the  
United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy

FI-RSN-Secretariat@fao.org

www.fao.org/fishery/rsn
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Communication project coordinator: 
Eliana Haberkon
EDITORS:  
Eliana Haberkon and Piero Mannini 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, FAO

This publication has been made possible thanks  
to the financial support provided by the 
Government of Japan, through the FAO Trust Fund 
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