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Nigeria livestock sector: a snapshot 

Nigeria’s agriculture is a major engine for economic growth and livelihoods, currently 

employing about 70 percent of the active population in the country. The livestock sector is an 

integral part of agriculture and vital to the socio-economic development of the country, 

contributing about 3-4 percent to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 15 percent to the 

agricultural value added (FMARD, 2016). The sector also plays a critical role in employment 

and income generation, and it is a major provider of food. 

Figure 1 presents production and consumption quantities of major livestock products in Nigeria. 

The latter are calculated using production figures corrected with imports, exports and stock 

variation. It is worth noting that actual demand could be higher than actual consumption levels: 

for example, the Nigeria Agricultural Promotion Policy reports a milk demand of 2 million tons 

per year. In addition, milk production is lower than consumption, which is a clear indication 

of the need for improved efficiency to boost production, especially when considering the 

expected growth in the demand for milk as well as other livestock products. 

Figure 1. Production and consumption of livestock products  

 
Source: FAOSTAT, 2013 

Currently, about 13 million livestock keeping households (about 40 percent of all households in 

Nigeria) are responsible for producing the largest share of meat and milk production, with the 

notable exception of the poultry sector. The majority of livestock farmers live in rural areas, and 

403
472

254 300

650
570

404
472

255 301

650

1513

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

Bovine

Meat

Mutton &

Goat Meat

Pigmeat Poultry

Meat

Eggs Milk -

Excluding

Butter

1
 0

0
0
 t

o
n

s

Production Consumption



2 

 

most of them come from the poorest income groups1 (Fig. 3). They keep small herds, with 58 

percent of them owning not more than 1 Tropical Livestock Unit2 (GHS, 2012/13).  

Figure 2 Livestock keeping households by income quintile 

 
Source: FAO, 2017 

Nigeria’s livestock sector: emerging challenges 

The livestock sector is anticipated to significantly grow and transform in the next 30 to 40 years. 

In 2050, the population of Nigeria will reach about 400 million, from 180 million people today; 

280 million people will live in urban areas vis-a-vis 90 million today; consumers will be better off, 

with per-capita income estimated to be around USD 10 000 per year in 2050, over four times its 

current level. This growing, increasingly affluent and urbanized population will consume more 

high-value food products, including meat, milk and eggs. For example, between 2010 and 2050 

poultry meat, beef and milk consumption are projected to increase by 253, 117 and 577 percent, 

respectively (Acosta and Felis, 2016). This will improve nutrition, without any envisaged 

negative impact on human health: current consumption of livestock products is low, roughly no 

more than 1.7 and 2.3 kilos per year per person for poultry meat and beef respectively, and 6.75 

liters of milk (FAOSTAT, 2016). 

The demand-driven transformation of livestock agriculture provides unprecedented opportunities 

for the sustainable development of Nigeria. Livestock farmers could improve their livelihoods 

and the development of the sector could generate major socio-economic benefits, such as job 

creation in rural areas and increased availability of affordably priced animal source foods. 

However, the transformation of the livestock sector will also result in new interactions between 

people, animals and wildlife, which could represent major threats for the entire development 

trajectory of the country. For example, as a minority of farmers currently vaccinate their animals, 

which involves higher risk of disease outbreaks and spread (Fig.4). Indeed, the past 

                                                           
1 Income quintiles divide the population in 5 equally sized groups, based on their annual income per capita. The 

bottom quintile will contain households with the lowest income per capita, while the top quintile will include the 20 

percent with the highest income per capita. 
2 One Tropical Livestock Unit equals one cattle in North America. The “units” are converted using the metabolic 

weight of the animal and conversion factors. 
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transformation of the cattle sector resulted in an increased prevalence of bovine tuberculosis, from 

2.5 to about 14 percent between 1976 and 2007 (Abubakar and Ameh et al., 2011). The re-

emergence of highly pathogenic avian influenza in 2015 resulted in the loss of over 4 080 276 

birds, which amounted to losses of several billions of Naira for the country and reduced 

livelihoods for many farmers (Department of Veterinary and Pest Control Services, Federal 

Ministry of Agriculture).  

Figure 3. Population and income growth projections for Nigeria. 

 
Source: Nigeria National Accounts; UN Population Projections 

Livestock growth and transformation can also negatively impact on the environment. Most 

livestock farms and slaughterhouses/abattoirs in Nigeria are currently located close to water 

bodies. The animal waste, used or expired veterinary products (such as drugs, vaccines etc.) are 

often improperly disposed of into the environment (water, land and air) without any form of 

treatment, leading to both environmental pollution and public health consequences, such as the 

rise of antimicrobial resistance (animal and human health) due to possible antibiotic residue in 

soil and water. 

The expected growth and transformation of the livestock sector in Nigeria, therefore, not only 

will contribute to improved livelihoods and food security but also involve unpredictable changes, 

such as increased public health costs associated with changing livestock systems and their 

interaction with people and wild animals. In this setting, articulating long-term scenarios that 

explore and investigate alternative livestock development trajectories is essential to design 

policies that are more resilient to an uncertain future. 
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Figure 4. Share of households with at least one animal vaccinated 

 
Source: Nigeria General Household Survey 2012-2013 

 

The Agricultural Promotion Policy and the Africa Sustainable Livestock 2050 Initiative 

The Nigerian government is implementing a series of policies and programmes to support the 

inclusive and efficient development of the livestock sector. The Agricultural Promotion Policy 

(APP) 2016-2020 provides the overarching framework for investments in agriculture. It identifies 

two key gaps for agricultural development: meeting domestic food requirements and exporting 

quality agricultural products. The Policy notes, for example, that the demand for dairy products 

is at 2 million tonnes while the actual supply is at 0.6 million tonnes, resulting in a gap of 1.4 

million tonnes. For chickens, the demand reaches 200 million birds while the current supply is 

165 million birds, creating a supply gap of 35 million birds (FMARD, 2016). APP provides “a 

disciplined approach to building an agribusiness ecosystem that will solve these 2 gaps. The private sector 

will remain in the lead while government facilitates, as well as provides supporting infrastructure, systems, 

control processes, and oversight. The key federal MDAs will take on more of a regulator’s role to ensure a 

nuanced commercial development of the market necessary to close these two gaps” (FMARD, 2016, p.3). 

As to livestock, the Agricultural Promotion Policy identifies a number of developmental 

constraints to address, including inadequate data and information; conflicts between pastoralists 

and farmers; low productivity of local breeds; widespread animal diseases and limited market 

access and functioning. It also suggests a number of policy thrusts aimed at addressing the 

identified constraints, such as the development of methodologies to regularly undertake livestock 

surveys and census; the improvement of pest and disease control services, including through 

livestock identification and traceability; rules and regulations to set-up modern ranching, abattoir 

and processing systems. 

The Africa Sustainable Livestock 2050 supports the implementation of the Agricultural 

Promotion Policy, and of future livestock-related policies, with the objective to ensure the coming 

investments and programs not only contribute to achieve the selected objectives but also to build 

the foundations for a sustainable livestock development in the long-term. In particular, ASL2050 

will engage stakeholders to: 

• Systematically assess the current value and impact of cattle and poultry production 

systems on society, in particular on public health and the environment, for which available 

information is scattered and rarely systematised.   
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• Formulate alternative long-term livestock development scenarios and assess their possible 

impact on livelihoods, public health and the environment. The objective is to identify 

major challenges Nigeria will face in the future to ensure a sustainable development 

trajectory for the sector. 

• Identify actions to implement now that, by complementing the APP, contribute to build 

capacity to deal with emerging livestock sector threats and challenges, thereby ensuring a 

sustainable growth of the sector in the long-term. 
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Annex 1: Statistical Tables` 

 

 Data sources 

• Macroeconomic statistics projections: National accounts, UN Population Fund, UNDP data, 

FAOSTATand OECD. Conversions done using World Bank annual data on currency conversion factors. 

Projections by Acosta and Felis (2016) AGAL projections and FAOSTAT. 

• Household level statistics: Nigeria General Household Survey 2012-2013, Livestock Statistics: National 

accounts, Gridded Livestock of the World. 

• Animal and human health statistics: Empres-i, OIE, WHO, AU-IBAR. DALYs statistics elaborated on 

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (2015) and Müller et al. 2013 

• Maps: Gridded Livestock of the World: FAO, Université Libre de Bruxelles and Environmental 

Research Group Oxford, International Livestock Research Institute 

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/glw/home.html. 

 

Macroeconomic statistics and long-term projections 

Population Value Year 2050 Projections 

Total population 182 201 962 2014 398 507 704 

Urban / rural 48%/52% 2015 67%/33% 

Employment in agriculture 27.9% 2017  

HDI3 0.51 2015  

Poverty rate 50.9% 2013  

GDP Value Year 2050 Projections4 

GDP (million USD) 423 536 USD 2014 3,701,918 USD 

GDP per capita 2 335 USD 2014 9,960 USD 

% Agriculture 22.90% 2014  

% Livestock 1.62% 2014  

  

 

 

 

 

Current consumption of livestock products and long term projections 

Commodity Demand 

Thousand tonnes % Change Annual growth rate 

2010 2030 2050 
2010-

2030 

2030-

2050 

2010-

2050 

2010-

2030 

2030-

2050 

2010-

2050 

Beef 347 526 752 52% 43% 117% 2.10% 1.80% 1.95% 

Milk 1,122 2,806 7,594 150% 171% 577% 4.69% 5.10% 4.90% 

Poultry 313 549 1,105 76% 101% 253% 2.85% 3.56% 3.21% 

Egg 624 1,116 1,943 79% 74% 211% 2.95% 2.81% 2.88% 

Mutton & Goat 452 790 1,216 75% 54% 169% 2.83% 2.18% 2.51% 

Pork 235 441 745 88% 69% 217% 3.20% 2.66% 2.93% 

 

  

                                                           
3 HDI (Human development index) is a measure of economic performances and welfare, combining Life Expectancy Index, 
Education Index and Income Index (GNI at PPP), thus proving important information on country development. 
4 2050 Projections are in PPP 2005 USD. 

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/glw/home.html
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Livestock population, 2016 

Livestock species Heads 

Asses 1 295 593 

Camels 279 802 

Cattle 20 560 933 

Chickens 148 404 000 

Goats 73 879 561 

Horses 102 356 

Pigs 7 488 631 

Sheep 42 091 042 

 

Households’ ownership of livestock 

  Number of HHs 

keeping… 

% of total number of 

households 

Total number of households 31 082 224   

Livestock (all species) 13 026 684 42% 

Ducks 277 852 1% 

Broiler 399 385 1% 

Layer 170 497 1% 

Backyard 7 463 847 24% 

Cattle 3 455 176 11% 

Goats 7 895 392 25% 

Sheep 4 099 798 13% 

Pigs 383 288 1% 

Camels 61 538 0% 

 

Percentage of livestock keepers by wealth quintile 
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Livestock keeping households: species of animals held and herd/flock size 

Herd/Flock size <2 2-5 5-15 15-50 50- Total 

Ducks 22% 38% 35% 5% 0% 100% 

Broiler 12% 14% 28% 22% 24% 100% 

Layer 11% 7% 29% 18% 36% 100% 

Backyard 7% 17% 45% 30% 1% 100% 

Cattle 48% 22% 15% 12% 3% 100% 

Goats 19% 38% 37% 5% 0% 100% 

Sheep 22% 33% 38% 6% 0% 100% 

Pigs 38% 29% 21% 7% 5% 100% 

Camels 82% 0% 9% 9% 0% 100% 

 

Animal health and human health statistics 

DALYs/100,000 

people (2010) 
Total % 

All causes 72 289 100.0% 

Nutr. deficiencies   

Protein-energy 

malnutrition 2 142 2.96% 

Iron deficiency anemia 1 496 2.07% 

Zoonoses   

GID (40% zoonotic) 8 214 11.36% 

TB (2.8% zoonotic) 22 0.03% 

Cysticercosis <0.1 0.0% 

Rabies 0.7 0.0% 

 

  

Number of outbreaks of zoonotic diseases 

2006 – 2017 

• WHO-OIE: possible human outbreaks of 

HPAI were reported to OIE and WHO in 

2006-2007 and 2014-2016, with unquantified 

figures for human cases and deaths. 

• Empres-i: from 2006 to 2017, 786 animal 

outbreaks of HPAI have been reported, with 

about 0.55 million animal cases. 
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Livestock maps 

Distribution of chickens

 

Distribution of cattle 
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Distribution of goats 

 

Distribution of pigs 
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