
The 6th Veterinary Epidemiology for Executives (FETPV-E) workshop successfully held in Xi’an

Under the framework of the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV), the 6th FETPV-E was held in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi Province from 2-3 August 2018. Guided by the theme of “Belt and Road (B&R) and animal disease prevention and control”, 
the objectives of the workshop were to a) enhance senior veterinary administrative officials’ understanding on the application of 
veterinary epidemiology in disease control strategy planning and implementation, by introducing relevant approaches with practical 
examples; b) focus on B&R and effective utilizing of epidemiology network and supporting regional animal disease prevention and 
control; and c) review the progress of CFETPV in the past eight years and discuss the further adjustment to improve the upcoming 
cohort.

The FETPV-E workshop was jointly 
organized by the Veterinary Bureau (VB) 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs (MARA), China Animal Health 
and Epidemiology Centre (CAHEC), 
and FAO China Emergency Centre for 
Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD) 
Office.

During the opening ceremony, Mr Zhang 
Zhongjun, Assistant FAO Representative 
(Programme) in China, welcomed all 
participants on behalf of FAO and 
appreciated the support of  VB of 
MARA and CAHEC to the CFETPV. Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, Regional Manager of FAO ECTAD RAP, highlighted the importance of “One 
Health” and newly launched international policies in the region, including “Economic Corridors” and “Belt and Road Initiatives”. Dr 
Chen Guanghua, Deputy Director General of VB of MARA, delivered the keynote speech. He highlighted that MARA had recognized 
the CFETPV as the first national veterinary epidemiology training programme model, which demonstrated the strong international 
cooperation in animal health field. 

The two-day workshop was attended by 51 participants, who are senior-level officials from both technical and administrative agencies 
and institutions at national and provincial levels. The workshop was delivered by two leading trainers--Prof John Edwards from the 
Murdoch University of Australia and Prof Dirk Pfeiffer from City University of Hong Kong, along with other international and Chinese 
trainers, including Drs Wantanee Kalpravidh, Song Junxia, Sun Yan, Chen Ruijian, and Li Huachun.

The workshop focused on the applying of veterinary epidemiology in “B&R” and animal disease prevention and control in three 
sessions: 1) agricultural “B&R” and international cooperation in veterinary service; 2) veterinary epidemiology management and its 
application in animal disease prevention and control; and 3) successful international cases and experiences. The workshop provided 
a good opportunity for the participants to exchange their experiences and perspectives, facilitated peer-to-peer learning, while 
enhanced their understanding on applying veterinary epidemiology in diversified scenarios in animal disease prevention and control. 
Furthermore, recommendations on further improving the CFETPV were made during the workshop, which could be a useful reference 
to guide the future development of the program.

Two mainstream media outlets in China and FAO official medial platform covered the workshop and its significance.

While in Xi’an, a side meeting with representatives from the VB of MARA was held. Led by Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, FAO team met 
with the representatives from the VB—Drs Chen Guanghua and Zhao Xiaodan, to discuss the current collaboration between FAO and 
VB and the further improvement.
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The 15th China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV) Steering Committee Meeting was held in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi Province on 2 August 2018. Deputy Director General, Dr Chen Guanghua and Division Consultant, Dr Zhao Xiaodan from the 
Veterinary Bureau (VB) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), FAO China ECTAD office, and China Animal Health and 
Epidemiology Centre (CAHEC) participated in the meeting. 

The meeting reviewed the milestones of the CFETPV, discussed the upcoming work plan and proposed suggestions to achieve 
sustainable development of the training program. After eight years of exploration and development, the CFETPV has built the 
pattern of two-year training program as the key structure, together with other core complementary initiatives, such as the Veterinary 
epidemiology for executives (FETPV-E), “One Health” training, training of Chinese trainers, training for university academics, etc. 
The steering committee further discussed the work plan of the recruitment of trainees of the CFETPV 5th cohort, the Workshop on 
Veterinary Epidemiology Application for University Academics and CFETPV Chinese Trainers, capacity building of Chinese trainers, 
international and national partnership, the evaluation of CFETPV, and the application of the CAHEC to be FAO Reference Center.

The Workshop on Veterinary Epidemiology Application for University 
Academics and CFETPV Chinese Trainers was held in Beijing from 21- 
24 August 2018. The Workshop aimed to help participants to address 
the challenges of epidemiological studies through discussions of real-
world cases, enabling participants to reinforce the ability to apply 
relevant epidemiological methods to solve real-world problems; master 
the basic methods of data analysis, improve data analysis capabilities, 
and effectively analyse epidemiological data obtained in actual work; 
understand the relevant aspects of animal health economics and the 
basis of the epidemiological model; and promote cooperation and 
exchanges between the university academic network and the FETPV 
network. 

The four-day workshop brought together more than 40 participants, including academics from 11 universities and 4 animal health 
agencies in China and Chinese trainers of the CFETPV. Dr Mieghan Bruce from Murdoch University, Australia was invited to share her 
experience on Economics of Animal Health and Dr Cai Chang from Murdoch University, Australia co-lectured with Dr Bruce, presented 
several case studies for the discussion on research methodology and study design, followed by a series of group exercises on related 
topics. 

This training clarified some common mistakes and misunderstanding of epidemiology and showed the trainees about how they can 
apply epidemiological methods. The participants highlighted that they would apply learnt epidemiological skills to their research. 
Through the organization of the workshop, a sustainable learning and communication platform was gradually built, meanwhile, the 
linkage between CFETPV and university academics networks was further strengthened.

FAO China ECTAD, the VB of MARA and CAHEC jointly held the 15th China Field Epidemiology 
Training Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV) Steering Committee Meeting

Upcoming activities:

1. Dr Han Zifeng and Ms Yu Qi from FAO China ECTAD Office will attend the Regional workshop of 3rd Regional Technical
Consultation on Zoonotic Influenza Surveillance in Asia and ECTAD Asia Country Planning Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand from
10-13 September 2018.

2. The Fifth Module of the 4th cohort of the CFETPV will be held in Qingdao, Shandong Province from 10-20 September 2018.
3. The CFETPV 4th cohort Graduation Ceremony and the sixth CFETPV Annual Seminar will be held in Qingdao, Shandong

Province on 21 September 2018.

Workshop on Veterinary Epidemiology Application for University Academics and CFETPV Chinese 
Trainers in Beijing
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Dr Bruce leading a discussion
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