
The critical role of antimicrobial drugs in food and agriculture, along with the threats arising from their misuse, 

are recognized by the countries in Europe and Central Asia. 

At the regional level, FAO is collaborating with the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe and the 

World Organisation for Animal Health to strengthen capacities, knowledge and understanding of issues related 

to antimicrobial resistance and to promote necessary action in the food and agriculture sectors. 

Central elements include the promotion of close cooperation and multi-sectoral collaboration with health 

professionals and assisting countries in developing their own national action plans on antimicrobial resistance. 

World Antibiotic Awareness Week aims to promote the prudent use of antimicrobials and to improve 

awareness and understanding of antimicrobial resistance through effective communication, education and 

training. At the country level, engaging relevant policymakers, industry representatives, professionals and the 

general public in activities would contribute to the recognition of issues related to antimicrobial resistance.  

Please make sure to look at the Global World Antibiotic 
Awareness Week Platform to find out the activities in 
your country or region, and include your activities to 
inform the world! 

This information pack is prepared by the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia to help policymakers, 
animal health professionals, veterinarians, food safety and agricultural professionals at government institutions, 
members of academia and the private sector:  

• learn about the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia’s support for action on antimicrobial

resistance (AMR);

• improve knowledge on AMR via FAO publications and key facts; and

• use available communication tools (infographics, factsheets, videos and social media sources) to help raise

AMR awareness.

  Regional contact persons 

Eran Raizman  
Senior Animal Health and Production Officer  
Eran.Raizman@fao.org  
FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia 
Budapest, Hungary 

Mary Kenny  
Food Safety and Consumer Protection Officer  
Mary.Kenny@fao.org  
FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia 
Budapest, Hungary 

Global website 
www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/en/   
Antimicrobial-Resistance@fao.org 

FAO Information Pack 
Supporting national efforts to minimise risks  
from Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)  
Prepared by the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia 

WORLD ANTIBIOTIC AWARENESS WEEK 
12-18 NOVEMBER 2018

http://apps.who.int/world-antibiotic-awareness-week/activities/en
http://apps.who.int/world-antibiotic-awareness-week/activities/en
mailto:Eran.Raizman@fao.org
mailto:Mary.Kenny@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/en/
mailto:Antimicrobial-Resistance@fao.org
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1. Get into action with FAO support
Addressing AMR through projects in Europe and Central Asia
FAO is working with Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan under the project “Reducing the
advance of Antimicrobial Resistance in food and agriculture” (GCP/RER/057/RUS) funded by the Russian
Federation to support countries in the region in the development and effective implementation of national
action plans. The project focuses on improving awareness, regulatory frameworks and technical capacities on
antimicrobial resistance and antimicrobial use, with a multi-sectoral approach on food, agriculture and the
environment. An inception workshop for the project was hosted by the Russian Federation in Moscow on 18–19
September 2018, with representatives from beneficiary countries in attendance. Discussed during the workshop
were the details of the project, the status of national action plans, the legal approach to AMR, and the practical
considerations for AMR surveillance.

Assessing national laboratories and AMR surveillance systems with the ATLASS tool 
The FAO Assessment Tool for Laboratories and Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Systems (ATLASS) supports 
countries in assessing and improving their national AMR surveillance systems in the food and agriculture sectors. 
It aims to collect descriptive data and score the performance of national AMR surveillance-linked activities. 
Based on the ATLASS assessment, various recommendations are made for improvement, from individual 
laboratories all the way up to the national AMR surveillance system as a whole. With support from FAO and 
international experts, all five countries of the “Reducing the advance of Antimicrobial Resistance in food and 
agriculture” project are working on implementing the tool. 

FAO is currently building a worldwide community of ATLASS assessors to monitor and sustain the momentum 

toward the enhancement of AMR surveillance in the food and agriculture sectors. To start building the pool of 

assessors in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia organized a 

training for experts to help countries in the region apply ATLASS. The training was held 27–31 August 2018 in 

Moscow in collaboration with the Russian Federal Service for Surveillance on Consumer Rights Protection and 

Human Wellbeing and the Central Research Institute of Epidemiology in Moscow. 

Developing national action plans 
FAO is collaborating with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(OIE) to offer support on technical work and the development and implementation of national action plans. 

Antimicrobial resistance: A manual for developing national action plans: The manual is 
prepared to assist countries in the initial phase of developing new national action plans – or 
refining existing ones – in line with the strategic objectives of the global action plan. It proposes 
an incremental approach that countries can adapt to their individual needs, circumstances and 
resources. 

Global Action Plan on AMR (Available in Russian): The goal of the global action plan is to ensure, 
for as long as possible, the continuity of successful treatment and the prevention of infectious 
diseases with effective and safe medicines that are quality-assured, used in a responsible way, 
and accessible to all who need them.  

http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/projects/ongoing/project-5/la/
http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/projects/ongoing/project-5/la/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/878313/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/878313/icode/
http://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail-news/en/c/1153368/
http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/projects/ongoing/project-5/la/
http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/projects/ongoing/project-5/la/
http://www.fao.org/europe/events/detail-events/es/c/1147121/
http://www.fao.org/europe/events/detail-events/es/c/1147121/
http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/national-action-plans/manual/en/
http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/publications/global-action-plan/en/
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Monitoring Global Progress on Addressing Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR): Analysis report of the second round of 
results of AMR country self-assessment survey: 
FAO, WHO and OIE have developed a framework for 
monitoring and evaluation to assist with the achievement 
of the global action plan. They also have created a 
national self-assessment survey containing questions 
structured around the objectives of the plan. The global 
database for AMR country self-assessment visualizes the 
country progresses in the implementation of the global 
action plan.  
 

2. Improve knowledge on antimicrobial resistance 
2.1. Key facts 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a threat to lives and livelihoods in every country:   

• Resistant infections kill one person every 90 seconds. 

• An estimated 700 000 people die because of AMR each year. 

• Microorganisms causing animal diseases can become resistant (terrestrial and aquatic). 

• Food is a potential source of antimicrobial resistant infections in people. This includes foods of animal origin 
and non-animal origin (fresh produce, for example, due to the contamination of soils and water). Statistics 
and evidence are lacking. 

• Without action, by 2050 the global economy may lose more than USD 6 trillion annually because of AMR – 
nearly 4 percent of the global gross domestic product. For context, that is not far off from losing the 
entire GDP of India every year.  

• In just ten years’ time, 24 million more people may be forced into extreme poverty as a result of AMR – many 
in low-income countries – increasing the number of people going hungry and suffering from malnutrition. 

• Low-income countries are most vulnerable to the consequences of AMR, as they are disproportionately 
burdened by infectious disease, threatening the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

• Resistant bacteria cross borders. AMR is a global problem that requires a global ‘One Health’ solution, with 
health and agriculture sectors working together. 

• Changes in agricultural production practices can help keep antimicrobials working. 

• Animal disease prevention through appropriate husbandry management will reduce the use of antimicrobials 
and, hence, antimicrobial resistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA0486EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA0486EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA0486EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA0486EN
http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/database/en/
http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/database/en/
http://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1056781/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social%20media&utm_campaign=faoanimalhealth
https://amr-review.org/sites/default/files/160525_Final%20paper_with%20cover.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/323311493396993758/pdf/114679-REVISED-v2-Drug-Resistant-Infections-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2016/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=72&pr.y=7&sy=2016&ey=2020&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=512%2C672%2C914%2C946%2C612%2C137%2C614%2C546%2C311%2C962%2C213%2C674%2C911%2C676%2C193%2C548%2C122%2C556%2C912%2C678%2C313%2C181%2C419%2C867%2C513%2C682%2C316%2C684%2C913%2C273%2C124%2C868%2C339%2C921%2C638%2C948%2C514%2C943%2C218%2C686%2C963%2C688%2C616%2C518%2C223%2C728%2C516%2C558%2C918%2C138%2C748%2C196%2C618%2C278%2C624%2C692%2C522%2C694%2C622%2C142%2C156%2C449%2C626%2C564%2C628%2C565%2C228%2C283%2C924%2C853%2C233%2C288%2C632%2C293%2C636%2C566%2C634%2C964%2C238%2C182%2C662%2C359%2C960%2C453%2C423%2C968%2C935%2C922%2C128%2C714%2C611%2C862%2C321%2C135%2C243%2C716%2C248%2C456%2C469%2C722%2C253%2C942%2C642%2C718%2C643%2C724%2C939%2C576%2C644%2C936%2C819%2C961%2C172%2C813%2C132%2C199%2C646%2C733%2C648%2C184%2C915%2C524%2C134%2C361%2C652%2C362%2C174%2C364%2C328%2C732%2C258%2C366%2C656%2C734%2C654%2C144%2C336%2C146%2C263%2C463%2C268%2C528%2C532%2C923%2C944%2C738%2C176%2C578%2C534%2C537%2C536%2C742%2C429%2C866%2C433%2C369%2C178%2C744%2C436%2C186%2C136%2C925%2C343%2C869%2C158%2C746%2C439%2C926%2C916%2C466%2C664%2C112%2C826%2C111%2C542%2C298%2C967%2C927%2C443%2C846%2C917%2C299%2C544%2C582%2C941%2C474%2C446%2C754%2C666%2C698%2C668&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP&grp=0&a=
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/323311493396993758/pdf/114679-REVISED-v2-Drug-Resistant-Infections-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK40cRTqgPqaGfsqpcAJ856a
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2.2. Publications  

FAO Action Plan on AMR 2016-2020 
The FAO Action Plan on AMR was developed by a multidisciplinary FAO team to ensure 
that all relevant dimensions, including terrestrial and aquatic animal health and 
production, crop production, food safety, standard setting and legal aspects, are 
considered and embedded within the Strategic Programme of FAO. Framing FAO’s work 
on AMR, it informs FAO Members and partners of the Organization’s approach and goals 
over the next five years. 
 

 
Drivers, dynamics and epidemiology of antimicrobial resistance in animal production  
The relationships among different types of farming systems, the use of antimicrobials and 

the emergence and spread of AMR are discussed in this technical paper. It discusses the 

role of sustainable agriculture systems in combatting AMR and presents 

recommendations to fill current gaps in knowledge.  

 

 

Antimicrobial Resistance Policy Review and Development Framework (Forthcoming) 
This guide aims to help governments review, update and develop policy to address 

antimicrobial resistance and antimicrobial use in the production of food animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
Integrated surveillance of antimicrobial resistance in foodborne bacteria   
Application of a One Health approach 
The guidance was developed with the support of the WHO Advisory Group on Integrated 
Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (AGISAR) to assist countries and other 
stakeholders in the establishment and development of programmes of integrated 
surveillance of antimicrobial resistance in the foodborne bacteria (i.e., bacteria commonly 
transmitted by food) by taking a One Health approach. This guidance document replaces 
the previous version published in 2013. 
 

 

2.3. Infographics  
 

• Happy animals, happy farmers! 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2348EN  

• Handle antimicrobials with care. WE CAN ALL HELP! Tripartite infographics 
www.fao.org/3/a-i8184e.pdf  

• Antimicrobial Resistance. What is it? 

www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/433654/  

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5996e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6209e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA1486EN
https://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/agisar_guidance2017/en/
https://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/agisar_guidance2017/en/
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2348EN
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8184e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/433654/
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• Antimicrobial Resistance: The Role of Food and Agriculture 

www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/433653/  

 
 

2.4. Factsheets  
• Antimicrobial Resistance in Food and Agriculture  

www.fao.org/3/a-i7138e.pdf  

• Addressing Antimicrobial Usage in Livestock Production Industry 

 www.fao.org/3/a-i6386e.pdf 

 

       
 

3. Communicate on AMR 
3.1. Tripartite Trello: World Antibiotic Awareness Week Toolkit 

Visit the tripartite Trello board for all the up-to-date AMR campaign materials prepared by FAO, 

WHO and OIE, including infographics, social media cards, posters, radio spots, and videos. 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/433653/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7138e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6386e.pdf
https://trello.com/b/tBoXeVae/tripartite-amr-communications-toolkit
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3.2. Videos 

Watch and share videos on antimicrobial 
resistance to learn more about FAO’s approach 
to AMR issues and become familiar with country 
stories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3.3. Twitter 
Follow @FAOAnimalHealth and Tweet about your activities using 

#AntimicrobialResistance and tagging @FAOAnimalHealth.  

 

 

 

 

 

3.4. Social Media Cards (Available in Russian) 

Share the social media cards are available at https://trello.com/c/Cjdm TonJ/35-fao-social-media-cards  

 

 

http://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/resources/multimedia/en/
https://twitter.com/FAOAnimalHealth?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/FAOAnimalHealth?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://trello.com/c/CjdmTonJ/35-fao-social-media-cards
https://trello.com/c/CjdmTonJ/35-fao-social-media-cards


3.5. Main websites 
• Global World Antibiotic Awareness Platform

http://oms-platform.onebigrobot.com/

• FAO work on AMR

www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/en/

• WHO work on AMR

www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/antimicrobial-resistance/en/

• OIE work on AMR

www.oie.int/en/our-scientific-expertise/veterinary-products/antimicrobials/

• The role of Codex in AMR, relevant Codex texts

www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/thematic-areas/antimicrobial-resistance/en/

Some rights reserved. This work is available  
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence ©
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