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ASFA NEWSLETTER 
WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE ASFA NEWSLETTER SINCE 1986! 

The ASFA newsletter covers the latest news and developments of the ASFA Partnership. 

This issue contains everything from in-depth interviews with ASFA partners to an 

introduction to new partners, an overview of upcoming events taking place within the sector 

- and there is even a penguin joke if you look hard enough! The newsletter is designed to

keep ASFA Partners and anyone with an interest in fisheries and aquatic sciences

information systems up to date with recent news and developments. If you have any

comments or would like to contribute to future issues, please email us at: ASFA-

Secretariat@fao.org Happy reading!
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ASFA 
INTRODUCING 
ASFA WELCOMES NEW INSTITUTIONS FROM TURKEY 

AND MALAYSIA 

The ASFA Secretariat is pleased to announce that the University 

of Malaysia Terengganu, and the Central Fisheries Research 

Institute, in Trabzon, Turkey have this year both joined the ASFA 

Partnership. The inclusion of literature from both of these countries 

will enhance the breadth and coverage of the ASFA database, and 

the partners themselves are already benefiting ASFA by sharing 

their knowledge and enthusiasm. Mr Shah, from University 

Malaysia Terengganu, was able to join in time to attend this year’s 

Advisory Board Meeting in Ostend, where he inspired ASFA 

Partners by sharing the promotional activities his library 

undertakes. Turkey joined slightly later in the year and so were not 

able to attend the meeting, nevertheless the ASFA Partnership will 

surely benefit from the enthusiasm and professionalism of the 

Central Fisheries Research Institute. ASFA welcomes both 

institutions to the partnership and looks forward to working with 

them in the future.  

If your institution is interested in joining the ASFA Partnership, you 

can contact the ASFA Secretariat here, who can provide details on 

what is involved.  

 

SETTING 
PLANS IN 
ACTION 
ASFA WORKING GROUPS ADOPT TORS AND 

BEGIN THE HARD WORK  

One of the many action items from the recent Board 

Meeting was that Working Groups (WGs) would be 

better organized and adopt Terms of Reference (TORs) 

in order to help stay on track. The newly formed 

Software WG has already adopted its TORs and begun 

work on mapping the ASFA metadata fields to Dublin 

Core, in preparation of new software being selected. If 

you would like to join the Software WG, or the Impact 

WG or ASFIS Reference Tools WG, please email the 

ASFA Secretariat: ASFA-Secretariat@fao.org . Thanks 

to all who have helped so far!  

   

Ilhan Aydin – Director, 

Central Fisheries 

Research Institute, 

Editor in Chief of 

Turkish Journal of 

Fisheries and Aquatic 

Sciences and Genetics 

of Aquatic Organisms 

 

Mohd Shahrulnizam 

Bin Zuraim, 

Communications 

Manager, Universiti 

Malaysia Terengganu 

(UMT). ASFA Contact 

for Malaysia 
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ASFA’S FUTURE IS SAFELY IN 
ITS PARTNERS’ HANDS  
AT THE RECENT BOARD MEETING, SEVEN ASFA PARTNERS SHARED THEIR THOUGHTS ON ASFA: HOW 

IT HAS BENEFITTED THEM; WHY OTHER INSTITUTIONS SHOULD JOIN; AND WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS. 

 

ASFA partners come from a diverse 
range of professional backgrounds, from 
Marine biologists to librarians and 
information managers, to 
communications and web managers. 
However, what unites all ASFA Partners 
is a shared belief in the importance of 
sharing and disseminating the world’s 
scientific literature on fisheries and 
aquatic science. So, what makes the 
ASFA Partnership so successful in its 
goal? Firstly, ASFA benefits the 

information professionals working at 
institutions around the world. 
Participating in a subject specific network 
enables partners to exchange 
information. This has led to Partners 
collaborating on projects outside ASFA, 
and also more generally increased each 
individual’s knowledge and awareness of 
information methods. Gabi Silvoni stated 
that the participation in ASFA provided 
their institution with the “know-how” and  

  

skills to be able to develop their own data-
bases and repositories. 

Of course, it is not just the individual 
ASFA Partners who benefit from 
participating in ASFA. ASFA National 
Partners and their regional collaborating 
centres are provided with complimentary 
access to the ASFA database, which 
stores over 2.5 million records on 
fisheries and aquatic sciences. Alexis 
commented that access to the database 
was a primary reason for NAFO joining 
ASFA as it “is far more succinct and 
focused than other databases, which are 
too broad. It’s good for citations, and it’s 
a complete package so you don’t have to 
waste your time.” She added that she 
received positive feedback about ASFA 
from users at NAFO, as had Gabi who 
described it as the only specific database. 
ASFA Partner Shah also agreed, and 
said access to the database had 
enhanced his university’s collections.  

An institution also benefits from being 
part of ASFA by increasing the visibility 
and reach of their research. Once an 
institution’s documents are added to the 
ASFA database, they become reachable 
to millions of ASFA users around the 
world, meaning more and more students 
and researchers are able to share in the 
knowledge that each institution produces. 
This was cited as a key benefit by Alice, 
Gabi and Alexis during their interviews. 
 

 

 
ASFA National Partners also participate 
at the Advisory Board Meetings, where 
they make many decisions which will 
affect the future of ASFA. The 2018 
Board Meeting received particularly 
positive feedback from Partners, as more 
opportunities for discussion and debate 
were provided, and Partners were able to 
share their ideas and expertise on how to 
improve ASFA. 

 
 

 

« La formation continue, le savoir-faire 

de l’équipe d'ASFA, les partenaires, 

l'échange d’information, ainsi que 

l’accès à la base de données et à 

l’information  mondiale »

 

BOUCHRA BAZI, HEAD OF INFORMATION AND 

DOCUMENTATION SERVICES, INRH, MOROCCO 

“ASFA has made my institution 

known internationally. Being an 

ASFA Partner, we contribute 

information to the ASFA database 

and that has really exposed our 

institution.” 

 

ALICE ENDRA, INFORMATION OFFICER AND 

MANAGER, NATIONAL FISHERIES RESOURCES 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE, UGANDA 

“ASFA has opened up a lot of doors to 

liaising with other ASFA Partners and 

understanding the information 

management process.” 

 

ALEXIS PACEY, PUBLICATIONS AND WEB MANAGER, 

NORTH WEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES ORGANIZATION  

ASFA Partners benefit from access to 

an international network of fisheries 

and marine information experts 

ASFA Institutions increase the reach of 

their research and publications 
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This year, four discussion groups were 
held and ASFA Partners were able to 
provide strategic advice on ASFA’s future 
direction on the areas of ASFA Products, 
Promotion, Partnership and Policies. All 
interviewees reported positively on the 
increased opportunities for discussion 
and interaction. Alice thought that the 
discussions held at the board meeting 
would help ASFA move forward on these 
key areas, and Bouchra hoped it would 
be the start of an ASFA revolution. Alexis 

believed the Working Groups were a 
good way of making decisions and 
moving forward in key areas such as 
software, a thought echoed by Sofia who 
believed the meeting provided “an 
opportunity to solve many problems and 
to think about the future of ASFA.”   
The ASFA Secretariat will make sure 
future Board Meetings enable further 
discussions, as well as providing more 
structured management of the Working 
Groups throughout the year. This will 
make best use of the expertise ASFA 
Partners have. However, the meeting 
was not just about hard work, it was also 
a chance to network and make contact 
with ASFA Partners from around the 

world. 
 

Interviewees gave a number of reasons 
why an institution would benefit from 
joining ASFA, not surprising given the 
benefits they themselves have 
experienced. Gabi highlighted how the 
strong network of ASFA Partnerships in 
South America has led to excellent 
coverage of Grey Literature from this 
area. As well as receiving all the benefits 
mentioned in this article, institutions will 
be improving the coverage of increasingly 
important grey literature, which is likely to 
be of use to policy makers, researchers, 
students and scientists.  

  

Interviewees shared their hopes for the 
future of ASFA. Alice said she would like 
to see ASFA recruiting more members: 
“there are several countries that have not 
yet joined the network, especially from 
the developing world.” The ASFA 
Secretariat is looking to increase access 
to the ASFA database and participation in 
ASFA in developing countries, and will 
keep Partners updated. Modernization 
was a key wish for a number of partners, 
including Alexis who wanted to see ASFA 
“leap into the 21st century” with its new 
software, and Arame who desires easier 
and better access for their users through 
the use of new technologies.  It is hoped 
that new software will increase the 
attractiveness of ASFA to prospective 
Partners, as well as increasing the 
number of records held on the database. 
Better promotion of ASFA will also be a 
key strategy for ASFA in the future, which 
should help increase awareness among 
younger researchers in particular. The 
ideas shared by interviewees, and all 
ASFA Partners, have demonstrated their 
knowledge and dedication to the 
Partnership. These ideas are already 
helping to shape the ASFA of the future, 
and we certainly feel the partnership is in 
very safe hands. So, we can think of no 
better words to end this article than those 
of Sofia Levashova:  

« Cette fois ci, il y a eu une 

particularité car nous avons mis 

surtout l’accent lors des discussions 

sur  les stratégies pour mieux 

développer ASFA et mieux répondre 

aux attentes de nos utilisateurs » 

 

ARAME G. NDIAYE KEITA, HEAD OF 

INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION UNIT, 

DIRECTION DES PÊCHES MARITIMES SENEGAL 

ASFA 2018 Advisory Board 

Meeting receives thumbs up from 

Partners 

“The future? Do not stop at what 

has been achieved! Keep up the 

good work because to serve 

science is a noble aim. “ 

 

DR SOFIA LEVASHOVA, MARINE BIOLOGIST, HEAD 

OF RUSSIAN ASFA NETWORK, RUSSIAN FEDERAL 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES AND 

OCEANOGRAPHY (VNIRO) 

“I loved the ASFA Advisory Board 

Meeting and made new friends from 

around the world.” 

 

MOHD SHAHRULNIZAM BIN ZURAIM, 

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER, UNIVERSITI 

MALAYSIA TERENGGANU (UMT) 

Why should an institution join 

ASFA? 

ASFA’S future is safely in its 

Partners’ hands 

“Espero fortalecer ASFA, para que 

los investigadores conozcan que 

se hace en el resto del mundo y 

puedan cooperar entre países.” 

 

GABI SILVONI, INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE 

INVESTIGACIÓN Y DESARROLLO PESQUERO 

(INIDEP), ARGENTINA 
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SHARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS ON ASFA 

The IEWG has produced a survey asking fisheries and aquatic 
science students and professionals about their information 

needs. It is hoped the survey will provide valuable insight into 
ASFA’s future direction. The survey is available online in English; 
Spanish; French; Russian; Polish, links to the survey available to 

the right. The survey takes only five minutes to complete – thanks 
for sharing!  

COMPLETE THE 
SURVEY IN: 

Arabic 

English 

Español 

Français 

Русский 

Polskie 

Українська 

 

MARIA UPDATES 
ON IAMSLIC 
CONFERENCE 
AND TRAINING 
ASFA has a long history of cooperation with the 
International Association of Aquatic and Marine 
Science Libraries and Information Centres 
(IAMSLIC). The legal relationship is created by 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
signed between FAO and IAMSLIC back in 
2005. The MoU defines major joined activities 
such as improving access to fisheries and 
aquatic publications from developing countries 
through increased coverage in ASFA Database, 
promoting the development and use of the 
Aquatic Commons repository and improving 
linkages from ASFA to full text open access 
resources. ASFA is currently paying IAMSLIC 
membership fees for 42 ASFA partners and 
their collaborating centres.   

 
 

 

P From left to right: Andreas Hainghumbi (NatMIRC, Namibia), Leonel Arão (INAHINA, 
Mozambique), Alice Endra (NaFIRRI, Uganda), Cheikh Sakho (IMROP, Mauritania), 
Maria Kalentsits (FAO ASFA Secretariat), Helen Wibley (retired, ex-FAO ASFA 
Secretariat), Bouchra Bazi (INRH, Morocco), Arame Keita (DPM, Senegal), Brian Voss 
(NOAA, USA), Stephen Alayon (SEAFDEC) 

 

ASFA was well represented at the 44th IAMSLIC Annual 
Conference and 6th AFRIAMSLIC Regional Meeting which 
was hosted by the National Fisheries Resources Research 
Institute (NaFIRRI) in Entebbe, Uganda from 21-25 October 
2018. The conference program included a number of 
presentations by African ASFA partners, covering their 
institutional libraries, services and collections. Maria 
Kalentsits, Acting ASFA Editor-in-Chief, presented an 
update on the co-operation between ASFA and IAMSLIC. 
Participant from Centre de Recherches Halieutiques et 
Océanologiques du Bénin (Benin) expressed an interest 
towards joining the ASFA partnership. 
 
Six out of nine representatives from international and 
national ASFA Partner institutions who participated in the 
meeting, benefitted from the 5-day training in the ASFA 
input methodology which was organized by the ASFA 
Secretariat and hosted by NaFIRRI in Jinja, Uganda.  
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ASFA ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING 2018 
THE ASFA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING TOOK PLACE IN JUNE, A NUMBER OF ACTION ITEMS 
WERE AGREED BY PARTNERS AS ASFA MOVES TOWARDS A BRIGHT FUTURE 

  

The first ASFA Advisory Board (ABM) meeting since 2016 took place in June 2018, and there were a 
number of important decisions to be made by the attendees. ASFA Partners were up to the challenge 
however, and a number of fruitful discussions were held on the future direction of ASFA. Among the 
many decisions taken by the Board, a move to investigate better provision of full text and an Open 
Access was agreed. The Impact Evaluation Working Group will investigate these options and report 
back at the 2019 ASFA ABM. For the first time, the meeting held a number of interactive and group 
working sessions, these provided a great opportunity for Partners to share their ideas and, based on 
the feedback received, the next Board Meeting will have more chances for interaction and group 
working.   

New Trust Fund Projects for 2018-19: Two new Trust Fund projects were agreed at the 

recent Board Meeting. ASFA Partners agreed to fund the digitization of grey literature from the 
Philippines, 200 records will be deposited in an Open Access repository and have records created on ASFA. The second project involves 
creating ASFA records for UK Masters and PhD theses that have recently been made available on Open Access repositories. These two projects 
will add more, often overlooked, information to the ASFA database and improve access to fisheries and aquatic science research.  

MR SUPERIO PROVIDES 
SUPERIOR TRAINING  

On September 25, 2018, representatives of the 
ASFA UMT committee were visited by Mr Daryl 
Superio (Senior Information Assistant / ASFA 
Board Member) to solve and guide on some 
issues pertaining to ASFA indexing and publishing work. His visit to the 
library was to assist the Secretariat in resolving several issues regarding 
the transfer of ISO data to the computer and also checking the quality of 
input records generated.  
The library representative has been shown the correct method of using 

master file service to combine the input record. The training started at 12 noon and ended at 4 pm. The librarian 
involved was Mohd Shahrulnizam Zuraimi (ASFA Contact Person) and Mrs Fatimah Salim, Head of Indexing and 
Cataloging. The training has solved many important issues in the input process and technical aspects of using Master 
File Services. The Library management would like to express a big gratitude for this meaningful visit.  
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AQUATIC INFO NEWS: all the 

latest news and developments in the field of 
aquatic sciences 

 

NEW PRODUCTS AND 
RESOURCES: 
Below are some of the new 
databases and information 
products we’ve come across. 
Aquatic News Index (ANI): 
developed by the library staff at 
SEAFDEC-AQD, ANI contains 
aquatic science-related newspaper 
articles from the Philippines and is an 
important tool in capturing ephemeral 
news that is often lost or forgotten 
only weeks after publishing. The ANI 
is available to search here. 
 
Ocean Best Practices: is a secure, 
permanent document (and other 
objects) repository which aims to 
provide a discovery point for research 
groups to search and find community 
accepted existing ocean best 
practices. Available to search here.  
 
Frontiers in Marine Science: 
This journal, indexed by ASFA, was 
launched in 2014, and publishes peer-
reviewed research on an Open 
Access basis. Available to search 
here.  
 
#DYK FISHERIES 

PRODUCTION CONTINUES TO 
INCREASE TO MEET A 
GROWING DEMAND FOR 
FISH? FIND OUT MORE FROM 
SOFIA HERE.  

What? 
 

Where? When? 

IAMSLIC Conference, 
in conjunction with the 
6th AFRIAMSLIC 
Regional Meeting 

National Fisheries 
Resources Research 
Institute (NaFIRRI) 
Entebbe, Uganda 

21-25 October, 2018 

 
International Data Week 
& Related RDA and 
CADATA events 
 

Gaborone, Botswana 5-10 November, 2018 

Twentieth International  
Conference on Grey 
Literature: Research 
Data Fuels and 
Sustains Grey 
Literature 

Loyola University, New 
Orleans, USA 

3-4 December 2018 

 
Italian Research 
Conference on Digital 
Libraries 2019 
 

CNR, Pisa, Italy 
31 January – 1 
February 2019 

 
14th International 
Digital Curation 
Conference: 
"Collaborations and 
Partnerships: 
addressing the big 
digital challenges 
together" 
 

University of 
Melbourne, Australia 

4-7 February 2019 

 
LATEST RESEARCH ARTICLES: 
How Unpaywall is transforming open science – Nature, 15 August 2018 
This article discussed how Unpaywall, a database created in 2011, has increased the 
discoverability of full text research articles and has been used by companies such as 
Elsevier, Web of Science and Dimensions to increase the number of articles they 
provide access to.  
 
Tear Down That Paywall: The Movement to Make Ocean Research Free for All – 
News Deeply, 18 January 2018 
This article reports that many scientists, manager, advocates and policymakers working 
in marine sciences around the world have struggled for years to access research 
articles. A 2014 study found that less than 10 percent of 20 000 papers in top general 
conservation science journals published since 2000 were freely accessible, compared 
to 30 percent in the field of evolutionary biology. However, efforts are being made to 
increase access, with publishers looking to increase access option.  
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ASFA AT #COFI33 
The 33rd Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) 
recently took place at FAO headquarters in Rome, in July 
2018. ASFA had a booth in the atrium, among a host of other 
interesting groups and organizations, including a blue 
fashion display and of course a publications display with a 
number of copies of State of World Fisheries and 
Aquaculture. The ASFA Secretariat spoke to a number of 
participants and got some great feedback from the survey. 
70% of participant of had already heard of ASFA and almost 
90% said they find abstracts useful. The IEWG will continue 
this work by gathering more survey responses from ASFA 
users and non-users. 

 
    More information on COFI can be found here.  

OUT & ABOUT WITH THE 
ASFA SECRETARIAT 

(AKA ASFA PINGUINI) 
The FAO-ASFA secretariat have nicknamed themselves 

the ASFA pinguini – why?  
Because, just like real penguins, ASFA is always in 

pole position! 
 

 

  
 

 

 
  

 

Right: The FAO ASFA Secretariat team – 

Tamsin, Milos, Maria and Paula - at the ASFA 

stand at COFI.  

Keep in touch! 
Email the ASFA Secretariat: 

ASFA-Secretariat@fao.org 

Tweet us using the hashtag 

#FAOASFA  

Visit our website for more 

information on ASFA: 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa 

Recent and upcoming places to 

spot ASFA Partners: 

 Alice Endra made a presentation on 

ASFA to the AGRIS and Agora 

Research4Life regional workshop, held 

in Malawi from 1-2 November – thank 

you Alice!  

 The FAO ASFA Secretariat will have 

a stand to promote ASFA at FishForum 

2018, which will be held in Rome, Italy 

from 10th – 14th December.  
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