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New aquaculture system reduces groundwater 
consumption 

A model fish-production farm that uses new, water-saving production methods 
was officially opened in Armenia’s Ararat province.  

Groundwater levels in the Ararat Valley have been falling in recent years due to 
over-utilization – by aquaculture and other sectors. At the request of the 
Government of Armenia, FAO developed an efficient solution for maintaining 
fish production while significantly reducing water use. 

FAO Representative in Armenia Raimund Jehle, officials of the Ministries 
of Agriculture and of Nature Protection, and representatives of other 
international organizations, nongovernmental organizations, and fishery 
enterprises attended the event. 

“The new model is a breakthrough in using water resources for aquaculture 
more efficiently,” Jehle said. “It is an important contribution to sustainable 
management of resources, as well as increasing income opportunities for rural 
areas.” Jehle also emphasized the project’s contribution to achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Currently the fish farm can save and reuse 70 percent of the water used in its 
flow-through systems, but there is potential for even greater saving – more 
than 90 percent, according to FAO. 

Construction of the water-reuse unit is the result of public-private partnership involving FAO, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and the private company Bigama-Fruit LLC. 
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FAO launches projects to advance dairy, agriculture 
sectors 

With a signing ceremony and press conference on 4 April 2018 in Yerevan, FAO 
launched a new project to make substantial improvements to dairy operations 
in the Republic of Armenia. 
The same day, FAO introduced a unique platform for uniting donors working to 
improve the country’s agriculture sector. 

Dairy-sector improvements 

The aim of the dairy project is to support the Government of Armenia to 
improve livelihoods in the dairy sector through improved understanding of the 
capacity of feed resources, and the dairy processing sector. 
There are two National Studies conducted under the current Technical Support 
Project:  

1. "Feed study" – to reveal the current sources and supplies of feed for the
dairy industry, estimate available land resources for additional feed
production,  and  pasturage,  as  well  as  estimate  impact  of  improved  feed
and pasturage (quality and quantity) on milk production from domestic
feed sources.

2. "Dairy processing and consumer study" - to produce an investor road-map
for the dairy processing sector.

The selected service providers ICARE and CARD have finalized their findings of 
corresponding studies and submitted drafts of their reports in accordance with 
the LOA requirements. The experts of FAO and MOA are in the process of 
reviewing, analyzing and validating the results of the studies. The next 
step planned will be the stakeholders' "Validation workshop", which will be the 
final assessment of the National studies/findings by the broader auditory of 
stakeholders at all levels of the Armenian diary value chain. The stakeholders' 
remarks at  the Validation Workshop will  be assessed,  taken into consideration 
and incorporated into the Project's final report and strategy formulation. 
The resulting strategies will provide decision makers in the Government of 
Armenia and the donor community with locally developed roadmap to improve 
feed resources and identify the investment needs of dairy processing. 

The project, “Improving Feed Supply and Enhancing Processing in the Armenian 
Dairy Sector,” is in line with FAO’s strategic objectives and mandate, which 
include helping to eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition. 

©FAO 
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Platform for agricultural donors 

The new Development Coordination Framework Platform, developed within 
the framework of the European Neighbourhood Programme for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, or ENPARD, is unique in its kind and does not have 
analogs in the country. The European Union-funded project is implemented 
by FAO. 

It is a platform for donors active in Armenia, bringing together all actors in 
agricultural sector and giving them an opportunity to present their agencies, 
current and past projects, publications, and more. This will help ensure 
both transparency and visibility in the field, and it will be a good precedent 
for donors in other sectors of economy, as well. 

The platform is accessible to the public in both English and Armenian 
at http://dcf.am. 

©FAO 



5  

School greenhouses were built with FAO support in 
rural communities 

Greenhouses were opened in rural schools in Armenia’s Ararat region on 1 June 
2018 with the goal of increasing schoolchildren’s dietary diversity and improving 
their  nutrition.  All  three  greenhouses  –  in  the  public  schools  of  Vedi,  Verin
Artashat and Surenavan – are equipped with modern heating, ventilation and 
drip irrigation systems. 

"Our  goals  are  to  better  connect  schools  and  farmers  and  to  widen  their
knowledge on healthy diets, nutrition and sustainable agriculture. Ultimately, this 
program builds links among agriculture, nutrition and social protection within the 
national food systems.”  - Mauricio Rosales, FAO senior project coordinator. 

This activity is part of a major project aimed at strengthening food security and 
nutrition in selected countries of the Caucasus and Central Asia, funded by the 
Russian Federation and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) in technical partnership with the Russian Social and 
Industrial Foodservice Institute.  

Three types of greenhouses were built: a small greenhouse to cover the school 
requirements for additional food supply; a medium-sized one that also allows for 
the production of surpluses for market; and a large greenhouse that can be used 
to produce food not only for  the school  itself,  but  also for  neighbouring schools  
and for selling surpluses in the local market. The vegetables and greens grown in 
the pilot greenhouses will complement the hot meals provided at the schools and 
should diversify children’s diets while improving nutritional value. Due to the 
modern technologies applied, the greenhouses will also serve as a platform for 
training school staff and local farmers and for the dissemination of good 
agricultural practices will serve as a model that can be replicated to ensure the 
sustainability of the national school feeding programme in Armenia. 

According to an FAO report on the state of food security in the region, Armenia is 
primarily affected by undernutrition and deficiencies in zinc and other 
micronutrients. 

©FAO/Ani Grigoryan 
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FAO project gives its results: the schoolchildren 
celebrate the first harvest

Vedi, Ararat region - This greenhouse is the smallest in size from the three 
established in Ararat region within the framework of Russian Funded “Developing 
Capacity for Strengthening Food Security and Nutrition in Selected Countries of 
the Caucasus and Central Asia” project implemented by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the UN (FAO), in technical partnership with the Russian Social and 
Industrial Foodservice Institute (SIFI). 

Compared to its size, the harvest was very rich, for which, of course, a big credit 
goes to the caring staff and pupils of the school. 

The principal of the school Mrs. Papoyan expressed her gratitude to FAO and SIFI 
for the valuable work done and for the willingness and kindness to help her in 
realization of the dream project. “Words cannot express the feelings that I have 
today, and how much thankful I am to all of you for your support and input in this 
hard  work”,  she  said.  “Our  pupils  have  the  chance  to  taste  the  fresh  grown  
vegetables throughout the whole year, which will add up to their nutritional value 
and dietary diversity”, she added.  

At the end of the event the pupils, teachers and all invitees tasted the fresh 
tomatoes which were served together with cooked buckwheat – the hot meal of 
the day!  

In 2014, the Government of Armenia began implementing a national school 
feeding  program  that  ensures  hot  meals  for  29  000  elementary schoolchildren 
every school day. A year later, a five-year strategy was adopted to improve the 
nutrition status of children. Armenia is among the few countries in Europe and 
Central Asia that have a stand-alone law on food security. 
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FAO supports Armenia in controlling grape 
phylloxera - a serious threat to Armenia 

Grape phylloxera is  a  serious  threat  to  viticulture  in  Armenia,  which  has  caused  
considerable problems for grape growers in recent years. It spreads rapidly 
throughout the entire Ararat valley, and in the years to come the only successful 
means of controlling Phylloxera will be by planting vines grafted to phylloxera-
resistant rootstock. 

In order to better understand the issue and organize the control more effectively, 
FAO organized a two-day training in July under a national Technical Support 
project aiming at introducing the modern ways of implementing Phylloxera 
Monitoring, as well as modern methods of combating and controlling this pest, to 
field specialists, representatives of scientific centers, phytosanitary inspection and 
employees of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Armenia. 

A theoretical training/discussion was held the first day of the event, followed by a 
practical training on Phylloxera-control measures, field and laboratory monitoring 
as well as the technique of grafting table and technical grape varieties on 
Phylloxera-resistant  rootstocks.  The  training  was  conducted  by  the  project  
international expert Laszlo Kocsis.  

“The  field  monitoring  is  one  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  training.  
Participants will learn how to find phylloxera infestation with  simple  tools  in  
unknown status of vineyard.  The other part is dealing with rootstock training, 
handling and grafting technics.” Laszlo Kocsis, Project International expert. 

©FAO/Gagik Melyan 
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World Food Day celebrated in Armenia 
The Armenian National Agrarian University hosted the closing event of FAO 

 
 
19 October 2018, Yerevan –World Food Day activities in Armenia were 
concluded with a panel discussion at the Armenian National Agrarian University 
in Yerevan. 

The event aimed to increase awareness, especially of the young generation, on 
activities being implemented globally to ensure food safety and food security. 
The event was particularly important to strengthen the links and cooperation 
between the University and the international agencies present.   

This year’s theme “A Zero Hunger world by 2030 is possible” is meant to unite 
everyone and redouble efforts to achieve food security – Sustainable 
Development Goal 2. In this, everyone has a role to play, including the younger 
generations. 

“To achieve Zero Hunger each individual can contribute giving attention to the 
food wasted, but also the increase of healthy and balanced diets” was 
emphazised by Raimund Jehle, FAO Representative to Armenia. 

During the question/answer session the students addressed a number of 
questions to the speakers, seeking for possible answers mainly related to the 
Armenian reality and Armenia’s possible involvement and contribution towards 
reaching a Zero Hunger world.   

The event concluded with a field trip to Echmiadzin community of Armavir marz, 
to the collection orchards and demonstration sites established by FAO. The 
students of the Agrarian University and lecturers attended an “open class” on 
good practices in apricot and grape cultivation – both important and traditional 
agricultural products of the country and learned about the application of modern 
technologies in this.  
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FAO supports Armenia in SDG implementation and 
monitoring-an important initiative to advance the 
Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 
 

 

The Government of Armenia has embarked on SDG nationalization process in 
the country by establishment of the National Council on Sustainable 
Development and an Inter-Agency Committee on SDGs to support the 
nationalization of the SDGs. FAO is supporting the Government of Armenia in 
food and agriculture related SDG implementation and monitoring from policy 
and statistical perspectives. The process requires strong collaboration with state 
and non-state partners through the participatory approach considering the 
cross-cutting character of sustainable development targets and complexity of 
SDG universal framework.  

FAO as a  knowledge –based agency provides a thorough technical expertise in 
capacity building and supporting in awareness rising and sensitization of multi-
level stakeholders on a number of dimensions enshrined in the food and 
agriculture related sustainable development goals’ framework. To raise 
awareness amongst the key stakeholders on SDGs, FAO organized a one-day 
workshop with around 60 participants from the government, line ministries, 
academia, civil society organizations, private sector and resource partners to 
initiate a dialogue on the status of SDG implementation in the country, on the 
role of main actors and collaboration modalities to be undertaken based on the 
needs, gaps and main challenges faced so far. A baseline assessment report 
being discussed and presented will ensure an evidence-based approach in 
further harmonization of national policy framework and SDG indicators to 
achieve better results on food and agriculture related SDGs. 

Another important event on SDG indicators under the FAO custodianship was 
organized in November aimed to capacitate representatives from the Statistical 
committee of RA, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Nature Protection on 
the  methodology  of  21  SDG  indicators.  The  global  metadata,  practice  and  
approaches have been introduced by FAO statistical team. 

©FAO/Ani Grigoryan 
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The three-day technical workshop brought together not only the responsible 
statistical specialists, but also national focal points providing respective 
administrative data for specific SDG indicators. Further collaboration and data 
exchange issues have been discussed to generate better coordination at 
national level on interagency reporting and monitoring. 
Overall, FAO initiative to support SDG implementation and monitoring is well-
interlinked with the principles applied by partners. It accelerates multi-
stakeholder dialogue with government and non-government stakeholders and 
contributes to UNCT joint efforts on SDG advocacy and implementation. 

“The food and agriculture related SDGs are amongst the most complicated goals 
to achieve not only due to the cross-cutting and multidimensional character, but 
also due to the sophisticated methodology of the relevant SDG indicators 
classified under the three categorical levels of complexity. The conceptually and 
methodologically well-designed targets will enable the national SDG framework 
to function reliably.” - Agapi Harutyunyan, SDG International Consultant. 
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FAO supports solving the land abandonment issue 
in Armenia 

An FAO workshop was held in November to discuss the problem of land 
abandonment and the prospective to introduce a land consolidation instrument 
and establish a land consolidation programme in Armenia. The event was part 
of the ENPARD project providing technical support to the Ministry of Agriculture 
of the Republic of Armenia.  

Based on the discussions and findings, FAO was recommended to technically 
support the preparations for introducing a land consolidation programme for 
Armenia. Especially, the project should develop and pilot a multi-functional land 
consolidation approach, which could become a model for further replication. 

Similarly to many countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Armenia faces 
the challenge of small farm sizes and high land fragmentation, originating from 
the land privatization in the 90s. In the years after the independence, some 
farms became bigger, yet many others became even smaller – almost 60 
percent of farms as of 2014, had less than 1 hectare of agricultural land. 

Consequently, the inefficient farm structure led to increase of production costs 
(production, agricultural machinery and feed costs, loss of time and fuel), 
ineffective irrigation management, both contributing ultimately to the negative 
trend of land abandonment.  

 

“The issue of land abandonment is a complex multi-dimensional process with 
interlinked economic, environmental, social factors causing it,” said Maxim 
Gorgan, FAO land tenure specialist. “The inability to irrigate (due to 
infrastructure, economical constrains or for other reasons) is among the main 
drivers of land abandonment in the country.”  

According to census results from 2014, in average, 33 percent of arable land in 
holdings without legal status and 38 percent of holdings with legal status are 
abandoned in Armenia.   

The workshop brought together about 30 representatives and specialists from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, State Committee of Real Estate Cadaster, Agrarian 
University, extension services, Marz and village administrations.     
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European Neighborhood Programme for Agriculture 
and Rural Development in Armenia (ENPARD) 
concludes its activities 

The EU-funded  ENPARD  Technical  Assistance  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  
the Republic of Armenia project implemented by FAO concluded its activities 
with a closing event held in Bambakashat and Nalbandyan communities of 
Armavir marz in November.  

The visit aimed to present the project’s activities in introduction of good 
agricultural practices and disaster risk mitigation. During the event the 
advantages of the anti-hail net installed in the apricot intensive orchard in 
Bambakashat community and the anti-hail net together with drip irrigation 
system installed in the demonstration vineyard in Nalbandyan community were 
presented.  

Project beneficiary Edik Harutyunyan, a farmer from Alashkert community 
mentioned, that the hail in 2018 caused considerable damage to farm 
households in Alashkert, including his vineyards and only the anti-hail net 
demonstration vineyard established by the project, survived. “It is the only 
effective measure to prevent hail damage. I am planning to cover the rest of my 
vineyards with anti-hail net (2.5 hectares)”.  

Nine demonstration fields on conservation agriculture, twelve demonstration 
fields on anti-hail and eight on drip irrigation were established by the project 
introducing the good agriculture practices on disaster risk reduction and the 
capacities of the farmers and farmers’ cooperatives, public and private 
extension services, professors and students of the Agrarian University, 
representatives of the scientific centres and other beneficiaries were enhanced 
through continued series of theoretical and hands-on training/workshops on 
dissemination of  good agricultural practices involving more than 2000 people.            

 

European Neighbourhood Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development to 
Armenia (ENPARD) was financed by the European Union to ensure sustainable 
agricultural development in Armenia. The European Union allocated EUR 25 
million for the implementation of the ENPARD Armenia Programme, including 
EUR 20 million as direct budget support to the Government of Armenia to 
sustain agricultural and rural development and EUR 5 million in complementary 
support to the Government. 
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FAO supports Armenia in reducing the advance of 
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) in food and 
agriculture 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global health priority due to its high 
negative impact on human and animal health, food safety and sustainable 
development of the agriculture sector.  

The project is focused on strengthening technical capacities and enabling 
environment in Armenia and is expected to produce: improved awareness of 
key  national  stakeholders  and  general  public  on  the  risks  related  to  AMR  for  
humans, food, animals, plants; improved ability of target countries to assess 
and analyze the existing antimicrobial resistance and antimicrobial use 
knowledge, and strengthened capacities and regulatory frameworks related to 
antimicrobial use in food, agriculture, fisheries and livestock; integrated 
surveillance systems on antimicrobial resistance supported by assessment and 
strengthened capacity of national laboratories and related infrastructure to 
collect and share data on detection of antimicrobial resistance and 
antimicrobial residue.  
The laboratory and surveillance capacity assessment tool, developed  on  26  
November 2018, serves as the starting point for country level work in order to 
tailor capacity assessment needs accordingly. Later, the FAO-ATLASS expert 
team visited different institutions involved in antimicrobial surveillance to 
collect descriptive data. The team looked at the performance of national 
surveillance-linked activities by mapping laboratory analytical capabilities and 
networks, and assessed activities on data collection and analysis, governance, 
communication, and sustainability.  The Government of the Republic of 
Armenia, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Safety Inspectorate, Ministry of 
Healthcare received support during the process of arrangement and realization 
of FAO’s ATLASS expert team mission. 

The World Antibiotic Awareness Week (WAAW) in Armenia was celebrated on 
12-18 November. FAO in close cooperation with Ministry counterparts held a 
joint press conference involving the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, 
Food Safety Inspectorate and WHO. The conference was an awareness raising 
activity particularly involving the media outlets and journalists in this sphere.  

 ©FAO/Ani Grigoryan 
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The second important event facilitated by the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Armenia, was attended by farmers, veterinarians, academicians 
from the Armenian National Agrarian University and representatives of the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Ministry  of  Health,  Food  Safety  Inspectorate.  FAO
actively participated in the event and provided some distribution materials on 
AMR, as well as held a presentation on “World Antibiotic Awareness Week”. 

“Addressing AMR requires a multi-disciplinary, multi-sectorial, and One Health 
approach as it takes into consideration human, animal and environmental 
health. The first step in establishing AMR surveillance is the development of a 
National Action Plan (NAP) for AMR, establishing mechanisms for monitoring 
Antimicrobial use (AMU) and updating/development of the relevant legislation. 
This is very essential for successful implementation of the project” – Dr. 
Meruzhan Zadayan, FAO National Consultant on AMR. 

CONTACT 

FAO Representation Office in Armenia:  

Governmental bld. 3, room 124 
Yerevan, 0010, Armenia 

 For more information visit: www.fao.org/armenia or 
contact us at: FAO-AM@fao.org 
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