
Beekeeping is a tradition for a large segment of the rural 
population in Azerbaijan. Prior to independence in 1991, apiculture 
was an intensive agricultural activity. Following independence, 
when agricultural reforms were carried out in the country for 
transition to a market economy, all beekeeping farms were 
privatized, and the beehives were divided among small farms. 
While the number of private farms and hives in each private farm 
increased, honey production dropped. The project aimed to 
increase the productivity of the local Caucasian honey bees, and 
to improve the capacity of beekeepers to produce more honey 
from each beehive.

KEY FACTS

Contribution
EUR 200 000

Duration
February 2015 – December 2017

Resource Partner
Government of Republic of Turkey

Partner
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA)

Beneficiaries
Beekeepers; Beekeepers Association; 
Apiculture Centre, Ganja; private apiary, 
Gakh; and MoA

INCREASING APICULTURE PRODUCTIVITY 
IN AZERBAIJAN

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The project increased the capacities and skills of the main 
beneficiaries, particularly beekeepers, in subjects that were 
identified on the basis of their needs, such as queen selection, 
breeding and morphometric analysis. This was done through a 
combination of different capacity-development methods, including 
training of trainers (ToT), learning by doing, a study tour, a field 
visit, and needs assessment and evaluation techniques. The project 
introduced the local population of the Azerbaijani Boz Dag 
Caucasian bee, and helped to reproduce bees through artificial 
insemination; as well as providing the incentive for the 
establishment of a Beekeeping Breeding Farme.

IMPACT
The project contributed significantly to increasing apiculture 
productivity. Sustainable growth of apiculture production 
contributes directly to food security through enhanced availability, 
access and utilization of safe and nutritious food; and indirectly 
through additional income to rural households. At the same time, 
agricultural growth focused on small farmers promotes overall 
rural and non-farm employment and has a strong poverty-reducing 
effect. In addition, courses were conducted on bee diseases, 
enabling the fast identification of serious pests and diseases of 
honey bees, so that immediate action could be taken and their 
impact on the hives could be minimized.
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Contact
FAO Partnership and Liaison Office in the Republic of Azerbaijan 
FAO-AZ@fao.org
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Project Code
FAO: GCP/AZE/005/TUR

Project Title
Improving Livelihood of Rural Population in Azerbaijan 
through Increased Apiculture Productivity

ACTIVITIES
 Four Azeri beekeepers were trained on queen breeding and 

artificial insemination, morphometric identification of local 
bee races and production-related bee management.

 A total of 90 selected beekeepers and members of 
Beekeepers Association received two training courses on 
queen bee rearing.

 Two training courses on artificial insemination were 
organized for 12 beekeepers, and two training courses on 
queen bees’ diseases for 54 beekeepers.

 Two manuals were produced: Queen Bee Rearing (1 500 
copies), and Beekeeping for Beginners (1 000 copies). 

 280 Caucasian Bee samples from 178 colonies were collected 
from apiaries of 28 villages of 14 regions of Azerbaijan. A 
small mitochondrial DNA study showed a remarkable genetic 
variation that could be used for the characterization of 
Azerbaijan honeybees, and 125 colonies were recommended 
for the breeding apiary. 100 colonies identified as pure 
Caucasian bee were procured, 60 of which were placed 
in Apiculture Center in Ganja, and 40 in the private apiary 
in Gagh.

 150 queen bees were inseminated in the private apiary, and 
30 queen bees in Apiculture Centre. As a result, 94 queen 
bees (of 150) in the private apiary, and 23 queen bees (of 30) 
in the Caucasus Breeding Stock laid eggs.

 Good relations were established with the beekeeping 
associations, which were kept informed on project activities, 
and were closely involved in the training activities held 
during the project. 

 FAO supported the members of Beekeepers Association 
during the Traditional Honey Fair by producing visibility 
materials, such as roll-ups, brochures, stickers. The fair was 
arranged to create a market for different types of honey, 
promote honey farming and raise awareness about the 
benefits of honey.
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