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COMPREHENSIVE GLOBAL COVERAGE 

This issue of the ASFA Newsletter focuses on Grey Literature. Grey literature is often 

defined as materials such as project reports, conference proceedings or training 

materials produced outside of commercial publishing. ASFA has historically been known 

to cover aquatic, fisheries and aquaculture grey literature, but with evolving technologies 

and Open Access and Open Science movements, is this still the case today? This issue 

examines ASFA’s history of covering grey literature and also ways ASFA will improve 

coverage. A use case demonstrates how ASFA is used for an in-depth literature review 

(page 2), and ASFA Partner Veronica Sado explains the importance of Grey Literature 

to her institution, NIFFR, Nigeria (page 5-6). If Grey Literature is not exciting enough, 

ASFA Partner Daryl L. Superio has written an article describing how ASFA has 

benefited his personal career development (pages 7-8). This article is a perfect 

demonstration of ASFA’s value not only as a trusted database, but as a Partnership that 

delivers training, knowledge and skills to individuals and institutions around the world.  
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Discovering grey literature on ASFA: using 
the database for an in-depth literature search 
 

Cited by aquatic and marine science librarians as their primary database, ASFA is often used for in-depth literature 

searches. The below article details how the ASFA UK National Centre used the ASFA database to provide an expert 

search service to an academic in a UK university. 

 

 
The UK ASFA Partner, Freshwater 
Biological Association, was recently 
contacted by an Academic at Durham 
University, UK, who was conducting a 
literature review on: “The use of barriers 
in the management of invasive 
freshwater animals, worldwide.” The 
university’s library did not have access 
to ASFA, so although other databases 
and Google Scholar had been searched, 
the academic wanted to know whether 
searching ASFA would discover any 
grey literature on this topic that they had 
been unable to find so far.  

Ian Pettman, Honorary Research Fellow 
at the FBA, agreed to assist with the 
literature search by using ASFA and 
was interested to see how ASFA would 
compare to the other databases that had 
been searched. Ian initially conducted 
broad searches based on the topic, 
which returned 3,100 records. Using 
ASFA’s filtering options, as well as his 
own subject knowledge, meant Ian was 
able to reduce the results to just 282 
records that met very specific search 
 

 
requirements. Of these 282 records, 
17% were grey literature which due to its 
unpublished nature is “often excluded 
from large databases and other 

mainstream sources” 1 . Ian’s search 

results were sent to the user who 
responded with positive feedback: “This 
list of literature is useful for our meta-
analysis, as some of the records did not 
come up on my Web of Science / 
Google Scholar searches despite 
having been published in peer-reviewed 
scientific journals.”  
 

 
The ASFA Secretariat was encouraged 
to hear of the successful outcome of this 
search, not only had it uncovered 48 
Grey Literature documents, but the 
advanced search options meant Ian was 
also able to find published, peer-
reviewed literature that the user had 
been unaware of. A big thank you must 
go to the ASFA Partners who continually 
provide the content of the ASFA 
Database. 
This use case demonstrates the 
continued importance of ASFA and 
other specialized databases in finding 
relevant information. Although there are 
broader databases that hold a greater 
number of records, ASFA’s specialized 
focus and commitment to grey literature 
mean it can be searched to deliver 
targeted and relevant results that might 
not be present, or do not appear, in 
other databases or search engines. 
 
 

We encourage anyone struggling to find 
literature on aquatic sciences, fisheries 
or aquaculture topics to explore ASFA 
and see what literature they find. There 
are a number of Advance Search 
options, that many users do not use but 
can really help to narrow results and 
ensure you discover material relevant to 
your research or work. The ASFA 
database cam be searched using its 
controlled vocabularies, which are a 
collection of subject terms; geographic 
terms; and taxonomic terms. For more 
detailed guidance or searching the 
database yourself, please see this 
libguide put together by ProQuest: 
https://t.co/UKx8RZnlUT/. This guide 
provides step by step tips to getting the 
most out of ASFA’s simple, Advanced 
and Command searches.  
If you’re still struggling to find 
information, or have any feedback from 
your search experience, the ASFA 
Secretariat would be happy to help, you 
can contact them at: ASFA-
Secretariat@fao.org. 
 
¹University of Toronto Gerstein Science 
Information Centre (2019) Searching 
the Literature: A Guide to 
Comprehensive Searching in the Health 
Sciences. Retrieved from:  

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g
=577919&p=4123572 

 
 

 
 

 

Written by: 
Ian Pettman, Honorary Research Fellow, 

Freshwater Biological Association, 

Ambleside, UK 

Email: IPettman@fba.org.uk 

Tamsin Vicary, ASFA Secretariat, FAO, 

Rome, Italy 

Email: Tamsin.vicary@fao.org 

 

What is Grey Literature? 

 
The Twelfth International Conference on 

Grey Literature in Prague in 2010 agreed 

the following definition: 

"Grey literature stands for manifold 

document types produced on all levels of 

government, academics, business and 

industry in print and electronic formats 

that are protected by intellectual property 

rights, of sufficient quality to be collected 

and preserved by libraries and institutional 

repositories, but not controlled by 

commercial publishers; i.e. where 

publishing is not the primary activity of the 

producing body." 

(http://greyguide.isti.cnr.it/attachments/c

ategory/30/GL12_Conference_Proceeding

s.pdf ) 
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Above: a view of Windermere where the ASFA UK 

national partner Freshwater Biological Association 

(FBA) is located.  

How to search the ASFA 

Database? 
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Focus on grey literature: how ASFA’s 
coverage of grey literature is evolving  

 

This article describes how ASFA partners have covered grey literature since 1971, and how both the partnership and 

database are evolving by making use of modern technologies to ensure comprehensive coverage in the digital age. 

 
ASFA first appeared in July 1971 as a 
monthly journal of abstracts, covering 
both commercially published and grey 
literature in the aquatic sciences and 
fisheries field. In a time before digital 
repositories or internet search engines, 
this printed journal of abstracts was 
essential in keeping those working and 
studying in this sector up to date with 
research and literature from around the 
world. ASFA’s Partnership network was 
set up to capture the available literature 
in each Partner’s country or region, with 
each Partner responsible for creating  
ASFA records that would then be 
published in the monthly journal. From 
ASFA’s first Annual meeting in 1971, it 
was agreed that there should be only 
one national institute in any one country, 
who would coordinate input into ASFA. 
This has remained the set up today, with 
ASFA having over 60 National Partners 
who, together with their collaborating 
centres, are responsible for monitoring 
both the commercially published 
literature and the grey literature made 
available in their country.   

Therefore since its very beginning, 
ASFA has relied on its Partners to cover 
a vast quantity of literature. As a result 
of the responsibility placed on National 
Partners, a tension has existed between 
the benefit of allowing the publisher to 
monitor and cover commercially 
published literature, versus the pride 
ASFA Partners feel in monitoring and 
covering all of the literature their country 
produces. By way of example, in 1974 
the ASFA publisher at the time IRL 
offered to cover all of the journal 
literature being published commercially. 
This would have enabled Partners to 
concentrate solely on the hard to reach 

 
grey literature. This offer was rejected 
by ASFA partners however, because 
they wished to maintain control and 
responsibility for the journal coverage in 
their countries. Despite this, IRL still 
covered the majority of the commercially 
available primary journal literature, and 
produced upwards of 50% of the 
records processed for the ASFA 
database. 

Since 1971, the publishing landscape 
has changed dramatically and there is a 
far greater quantity of literature being 
made available. ProQuest, the current 
ASFA Publisher, typically provides 80 – 
90% of all records that are published on 
the ASFA database. There are many 
reasons for this change, not least of 
which is in the increasing amount of 
information being made available. In 
1979, ASFA Board members estimated 
that 40,000 publications within ASFA’s 
subject scope were issued annually, 
and set ASFA a medium-term target of 
covering 30,000 records, so roughly 
75% of all relevant literature. In 2018, 
over 225,000 records were added to the 
ASFA database, with just 10,000 or 
4%of those records being produced by 
ASFA Partners. Therefore although the 
total number of records has increased 
since ASFA’s early days, does ASFA 
still cover 75% of all relevant literature? 
Without an accurate estimation of the 
amount of relevant literature it is difficult 
to say. What we do know is that 
significantly more literature is available 
today than when ASFA first began. The 
number of Open Access repositories 
has gone from 0 in 1971 to over 4,000 
today; indeed in the past 2 years alone 
600 Open Access repositories were 
created, according to statistics from 
OpenDOAR. 

How can ASFA ensure it effectively 
monitors these repositories for inclusion 
on the database? One option is to 
reexamine whether ASFA Partners can 
still be reasonably expected to cover 
both the commercially published and 
grey literature being made available in 
their countries/ areas of responsibility. 
Even in 1979, with a target of just 30,000 
records, there were fears that the 
amount of available literature would 
grow at a rate faster than could be 
handled by ASFA. A decision was taken 
at the time that records of some grey 
literature could remain in regional 
databases, with the hope that these 
would be transferred to ASFA at a later 
date. In 2019, ASFA is in a position to 
move to new software which will harvest 
grey literature records stored on OAI-
PMH compliant repositories. By 
harvesting the metadata from ASFA 
Partners’ institutional or national 
repositories we hope to significantly 
increase the number of grey literature 
records available on the ASFA database 
without increasing the time Partners 
must spend creating ASFA records. 
With new software, the ASFA Partners 
will be able to assess their capabilities 
and regards to covering both 
commercially published and grey 
literature. The upcoming ASFA Board 
meeting will discuss monitoring 
responsibilities of Partners, culminating 
in agreeing a grey literature strategy 
which will ensure comprehensive 
coverage on ASFA. This strategy be 
presented at the Conference which 
follows the meeting (see page 14). The 
below three steps will be taken to ensure 
the strategy is achieveable and will 
result in the best outcome for the ASFA 
Partnership and information users.  

Can ASFA Partners continue to 

cover commercial and grey 

literature? 

 

 

Journals vs. Grey literature: how 

to ensure coverage?  

 

 

Changes to the publishing 

landscape  
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The FAO ASFA Secretariat is 
responsible for creating ASFA records 
for FAO reports and literature. An 
investigation is underway to assess how 
comprehensive this coverage is. 
Though ongoing, we have already found 
several FAO projects and committees 
whose grey literature has been 
overlooked. Whilst it is important to 
cover these gaps, it is also important to 
understand why this literature was 
overlooked in the first place. Grey 
literature does not always appear on 
official publications lists or alerts. 
Instead, it is often made available in 
non-standardised ways, such as 
uploaded on to an organization or 
project’s website, or distributed to 
members as part of a package of 
Conference Papers.  
Through the work we have done to 
monitor FAO’s grey literature, we 
believe that technology provides only a 
partial solution to comprehensive 
coverage of grey literature on ASFA and 
in order to fully cover grey literature it is 
necessary to develop good working 
relationships with producers of this 
work, to understand where it is stored 
and when it is made available. This also 
helps to understand the value in 
creating storing this literature, which 
might otherwise become lost or 
undiscoverable. There is an obvious 
benefit to the institution in recording 
grey literature in a standardized way, 
much time and effort is put into 
documents such as technical reports 
and conference proceedings, and 
although they may have been written to 
on a specific region or geographical 
area, their findings are often applicable 
to diverse environments and audiences. 
Making information discoverable is an 
essential role of libraries and 
information centres, and we hope to 
demonstrate the value of information 
systems and standards by the 
permanent storage of bibliographic 
records for FAO’s hard to reach and 
discover grey literature. 

Based on our work to improve coverage, 
the ASFA Secretariat will compile a 
‘lessons learnt’ report on how to improve 
coverage which will be shared with 
ASFA Partners and Working Groups.  

ASFA currently has three working 
groups: the Impact Evaluation Working 
Group (IEWG) focuses on evaluating 
ASFA from the perspective of its 
multiple stakeholders, and making 
various recommendations to the ASFA 
Secretariat for improvement. The ASFIS 
Tools Reference Working Group 
focuses on maintaining and improving 
ASFA’s three controlled vocabularies 
(Subject thesaurus; Geographic 
Authority List; and Taxonomic List); and 
the ASFA Software Working Group is 
assisting ASFA’s move to new software. 
All three of these working groups have a 
part to play in formulating ASFA’s 
strategy to comprehensively cover grey 
literature. 
The IEWG will review FAO’s ‘lessons 
learnt’ report and compile 
recommendations for all ASFA partners 
on how to improve their monitoring and 
coverage of grey literature. As ASFA 
Partners themselves, the IEWG is best 
placed to answer what is achievable in 
their own institutions, and what potential 
barriers Partners may face when 
attempting to increase their coverage, 
for example time or lack of resources.  
The IEWG will also comment on how the 
ASFA database can quantify its 
coverage of grey literature in a 
standardised way. The Group will 
propose a definition of grey literature for 
ASFA that will then be agreed at the 
upcoming ASFA Advisory Board 
Meeting. This definition will ensure all 
Partners have a full understanding of 
what constitutes grey literature. In 
addition to the IEWG, ASFA’s 
Reference Tools Working Group will 
develop the controlled vocabularies to 
ensure they reflect the diverse content 
and format of grey literature being made 

available today. ASFA Partners have 
recently voted to use open source 
software VocBench to manage the 
controlled vocabularies. This will mean 
that for the first time, ASFA’s 
vocabularies are openly available and 
searchable. Finally, the Software 
Working Group will ensure the metadata 
schema used by ASFA in the new 
software enables optimal discovery of 
grey literature. This will also help ASFA 
to monitor its coverage of grey literature 
more accurately. 

The culmination of all this work will be 
the presentation of a Grey Literature 
Strategy at the ASFA Conference: 
Enabling Grey Literature discovery to 
benefit aquatic sciences, fisheries and 
aquaculture research (25th September). 
During this Conference researchers and 
academics will present papers on how 
they use Grey Literature, and how 
technology can meet their needs. ASFA 
has an important role to play in ensuring 
all aquatic, fisheries and aquaculture 
literature is discoverable. We’d love to 
hear your thoughts on ASFA’s coverage 
of Grey Literature – whether you have 
had positive or negative experiences 
searching for grey literature on the 
database, or simply whether grey 
literature is important to your area of 
work. You can email the ASFA 
Secretariat here: ASFA-
Secretariat@fao.org, or find us on 
Twitter using the hashtag #FAOASFA. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Written by: 
Tamsin Vicary, ASFA Secretariat, FAO, 

Rome, Italy 

Email: Tamsin.vicary@fao.org 

 

1. FAO is improving its coverage 

of Grey Literature on ASFA 

 

 

 

2. ASFA’s Working Groups will 

improve the monitoring and 

reporting of Grey Literature on 

ASFA 

 

 

3. Adoption of ASFA’s Grey 

Literature Strategy and 

Conference on Aquatic Sciences, 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Grey 

Literature 
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The importance of grey literature to Nigerian 
Institute for Freshwater Research (NIFFR) 
 

In this article, ASFA National Partner for Nigeria Veronica Sado explains the importance of grey literature to her 

institution, and the role its library in increasing the discoverability of this information. 

 
Grey literature is referred to as 
unpublished research work or published 
in a non-commercial form. Grey 
literature is important primary sources of 
information; the literature and 
information contained in grey literature 
is often unique because its contents is 
original research work. As a primary 
source of information, grey literature can 
be more current than the commercial or 
peer-review journals and thus very 
useful information source for 

researchers.  These information sources 
are essential documents found in library 
and information science units of most 
academic and research institutions for 
the purpose of organizing, storage, 
provision and dissemination of  current 
information in multiple document types 
that emanates from all levels of 
government. 
 

 
NIFFR is a parastatal under the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Nigeria.  It has a 
mandate to conduct research into the 
Genetic improvement of freshwater 
fishes and other aquatic resources in 
Rivers and Lakes (Natural and Man-
made), the abundant distribution and 
Biological characteristics of the fishes 
and other aquatic resources, 
Hydrological behaviour of the waters, 
Limnology of surface and groundwater, 
Exploitation and utilization of the 
freshwater aquatic resources, the 
Socio-economic effects of the 
development of the lakes, Aquacultural 
practices and any other related matters. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Institute library is the information 
nerve centre of the Institute. Materials 
necessary to actualize the Institute’s 
mandate are acquired, organized and 
stored for the use of the scientists who 
constitute the major users of these 
resources. The library extends its 
services to visiting scientists from other 
fisheries Institutions both national and 
international; students of fisheries  
departments from Nigerian Agricultural 
Institutions; and other stakeholders in 
the fisheries industry. Apart from the 
peer- review journals that are 
fundamental to research, grey literature 
constitutes the major sources consulted 
by scientists. Ibeun, et al (2011) while 
assessing the trend of publications on 
Kanji lake from 1959 to 2007, identified 
the proceedings as the most consulted 
grey literature in the library (28.2%), 
followed by Annual reports (22.3%), 
other unpublished reports (18.2%). Grey 
literature are produced and used by the 
scientists of the institute; however, 
some of these documents are acquired 
through conferences, database access, 
gift from authors/ publishers, document  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
authors/ publishers, document 
exchange between related fisheries 
institutions/organizations, 
government/non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) as well as Theses 
and Dissertations from Nigeria 
universities on related topics. 
NIFFR produces grey literature as 
products of research results. These 
documents come in form of  reports 
(Annual and technical reports), which 
emanate from individual annual 
scientific research work; Technical 
reports series comes out quarterly or 
biannually as product of quarterly 
research work or breakthroughs; 
Theses and dissertations are final 
reports from sponsored training of 
researchers/ other staff for higher 
degrees;  Proceedings of conferences is 
bound document of  papers presented at 
annual professional conferences on 
fisheries and aquatic sciences;  
Newsletters, an  information source that 
portrays the activities of the institute on 
quarterly basis. It conveys information 
regarding visitors to the Institute, 
research breakthroughs/patent 
documents on inventions, registry news, 
news or information within the research 
community, social events within/outside 
the Institute environment and any other 
relevant information that may deem 
necessary for the development of 
research within the Institute community.  

Types of Grey Literature include:  
 Government reports; Policy statement 

and issue papers; Conference 

proceedings; Research reports; Theses 

and dissertations; Newsletters. 

 

Mandate of NIFFR 

 

Feasibility reports, 
2.0% Thesis, 3.7%

Unpublished 
reports, 16.2%

Annual reports, 
22.3%

Technical 
reports, 5.9%

Journals, 18.0%

Proceedings, 
28.2%

Books, 0.9%

Newsletter, 1.8% Others, 1.0%

Percentage of publications on Kainji Lake, 1959-
2007

The Library as Custodian of 

Information Resources  
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1. Grey literature is very important in 
any research library, apart from the 
peer-review journals, they are the 
first point of call in any scientific 
investigation process. 

2. It gives insight to the topics already 
researched upon and those 
awaiting investigation. 

3. As a primary source of information, 
they tend to avoid duplication of 
research topics and are readily 
available for consultation. 

4. Grey literature are current as well as 
retrospective, providing easy 
access to information in all aspects 
of the research discipline. 

5. The content of grey literature 
provides access to global 
information networking and 
resource sharing. 

6. ASFA database provides access to 
a wide range of world grey literature. 
Through participation in ASFA, 
NIFFR scientists also benefit from 
access to grey literature from other 
countries through ASFA DVD and 
online ASFA database. 

7. As an ASFA partner, NIFFR grey 
literature are found in ASFA 
database as well as aquatic 
Commons which provides full text 
articles to ASFA bibliographic 
database, thereby providing 
international visibility to research 
work in NIFFR and Nigeria as a 
nation. 

8. Most students on Industrial 
attachment use ASFA DVD to 
search for literature for their school 
projects and assignments. This is 
one of the benefits NIFFR derive 
from being an ASFA partner. 

9. Government publications are 
consulted by both scientists and 
non-scientists; they contain 
information relating to government 
policy statements and issue papers 
which every government official  
 

 

 
 

must adhere to for the good conduct 
and good governance in the system.  

10. Grey literatures are very vital in 
research because they avoid 
publication bias. 

11. Previously published theses and 
dissertations can be good sources 
of inspiration for researchers own 
theses or research topics. They can 
be published in the form of books, 
abstracts and journal articles. They 
may also be deposited in an 
Institutional repository and 
uploaded into ASFA database/ 
Aquatic Commons for international 
visibility. 

 
In conclusion, grey literature is an 
important, fundamental information 
resource that should be acquired in the 
mandate area of the Institute for the 
purpose of promoting research and 
development.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Importance of Grey Literature 

to the NIFFR Community 

 

In conclusion… 

 

 
Written by: 
Veronica Sado, 
ASFA National Partner, 
National Institute for Freshwater 
Fisheries Research (NIFFR), 
Nigeria 
Email: vera_sk2001@yahoo.com 

 

ASFA Attendance at 
EURASLIC Conference XVIII 
(6-9 May, Zagreb, Croatia) 
Maria Kalentsits, ASFA Secretariat, 
attended the 18th EURASLIC 
Conference in Croatia. Maria 
delivered a presentation on European 
participation in ASFA, which was 
followed by a discussion session on 
the topic. Lack of time, staffing and 
resources were given as reasons 
behind a decline in the number of 
European institutions who are active 
in the ASFA Partnership. The 
EURASLIC Conference is always a 
good opportunity to discover the latest 
developments in Aquatic Science 
libraries across Europe, as well as 
networking with ASFA and non-ASFA 
Partners who attend the conference. 
The abstract for the presentation 
Maria delivered is below: 
What is Europe’s problem with 
ASFA? Seeking solutions to 
declining European participation 
in, and use of, ASFA. 
Abstract: Produced in global 
partnership between more than 100 
institutions and collaborative centres 
worldwide, the ASFA database will 
soon be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. Although Partners from 
outside of Europe remain committed 
to playing an active role in the 
partnership, ASFA has witnessed a 
decline in the number of European 
institutions who are active in the 
ASFA Partnership. Use of the ASFA 
database also appears less frequent 
in Europe than elsewhere. A recent 
survey conducted by ASFA showed 
European respondents had the lowest 
number of frequent ASFA users (26% 
of European respondents had used 
ASFA in the past month versus 53% 
of Asian respondents and 40% of 
North American respondents); and 
were most likely never to use ASFA 
(17% of European respondents 
versus 12% overall). ASFA is seeking 
help from EURASLIC members to 
understand the reasons behind these 
trends and whether alternative ASFA 
partnership models would encourage 
European countries to renew active 
participation in ASFA. ASFA will also 
present a number of key 
improvements it is undertaking as part 
of a renewed Business Model. 
Improvements include: ASFA’s 
software for managing input and 
controlled vocabularies; implementing 
a strategy to cover grey literature; and 
exploration of free to access 
information products. The 
presentation will be followed by 
discussion. 

ASFA Secretariat update: Fish Forum 2018 

The FAO ASFA Secretariat had a stand at Fish Forum 2018, which was held in 

Rome, Italy from 10th – 14th December. This was a great opportunity to speak to 

attendees and hear their thoughts on ASFA, many attendees had used ASFA 

earlier in their career and were interested to hear of the recent updates at ASFA. 

Find out more about Fish Forum on the website: 

http://www.fao.org/gfcm/fishforum2018/en/ 
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How the ASFA Partnership contributes to 
professional development 
 

In this article, ASFA National Partner for the Philippines Daryl L. Superio explains how participation in ASFA has 

advanced his professional career and development. Daryl has participated in ASFA for over six years, during which 

time he has provided invaluable training and expertise to the Partnership. 

 

 
The ASFA Database remains the 
premier source of information in aquatic 
sciences (Pepe, 2016) and has been 
considered as one of the most important 
databases by aquatic science librarians. 
Being an output of international network 
of more than 60 co-operating institutions 
and organizations, ASFA brings 
together commercial and grey 
publications in different formats from 
different parts of the world. The large 
number and the wide coverage of grey 
literature indexed in ASFA is its 
comparative advantage among other 
bibliographic databases (Kalentsits & 
Gribling, 2013) that commonly include 
commercial publications and/or covers 
limited number of grey literature only. 

 
 
As an international co-operative 
information system, the ASFA Database 
functions as an avenue for partner 
institutions to promote their publications 
to thousands of ASFA subscribers 
worldwide. This means increasing the 
visibility and number of citations of an 
institution’s publications, which 
according to Smith (1981) is one of the 
measures used to evaluate institutional 
scientific influence and productivity. 
However, the benefits of being an ASFA 
partner are not limited only to the 
institution and its scientists and 
researchers, who can access the 
database free of charge in return for 
participating in the ASFA Partnership. 
Participation in ASFA is also very 
beneficial to the professional 
development of the librarians and 
information managers who are 
responsible for the creation of ASFA  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
inputs. I personally have been enjoying 
these benefits which I will be discussing 
in this paper. 
 

Through a partnership agreement 
between Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center Secretariat 
(SEAFDEC Secretariat) in Thailand in 
2013, SEAFDEC Secretariat became an 
ASFA International Partner and 
SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department 
(SEAFDEC/AQD) in the Philippines 
became an ASFA Collaborating Center. 
One of the benefits of being an ASFA 
member is that  staff from the member 
institution receive training on the ASFA 
input methodologies, abstracting and 
indexing. Being the library cataloguer 
and indexer of our institute, I was sent to 
Thailand for a 5-day training in March 
2013. Through that training, and also 
through constant practice when 
preparing ASFA inputs, I was able to 
develop my skills in indexing.  It was the 
starting point of my career as a 
professional indexer. Since that training, 
I was invited to teach indexing to 
undergraduate students and train 
professional librarians both locally and 
internationally on several occasions. 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
develop my skills and empowered me to 
share them to others. 
 

The International Association of Aquatic 
and Marine Science Libraries and 
Information Centers (IAMSLIC) is an 
“association of individuals and 
organizations interested in library and 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
information science, especially as these 
are applied to the recording, retrieval 
and dissemination of knowledge and 
information in all aspects of aquatic and 
marine sciences and their allied 
disciplines” (IAMSLIC, as cited by 
Superio & Anderson, 2017).  An ASFA 
partner is automatically qualified to be 
an IAMSLIC member and  ASFA pays 
the annual membership fees of all the 
partners. Hence, in 2013 I became an 
IAMSLIC member. Since then, 
opportunities started to flow; in 2014 I 
received a travel grant from the 
“International Oceanographic Data and 
Information Exchange" (IODE) of the 
"Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission" (IOC) of UNESCO to 
attend and present a paper to the 40th 
Annual IAMSLIC Conference in 
Noumea, New Caledonia. It was the first 
international conference I attended and 
it contributed greatly to my professional 
development. Through that travel grant, 
I was able to meet, converse and build 
network with aquatic science librarians 
from different parts of the globe and 
even collaborated with some of them in 
my previous researches. Moreover, 
through that grant I was able to be part 
of the IAMSLIC Resource Sharing 
Committee, which I chaired the following 
year. It was quite a huge task for a 
young librarian, but with the guidance 
and encouragement of our experienced 
colleagues, I initiated and successfully 
delivered a number of projects. 
I have been very active with IAMSLIC 
from 2013 up to the present, taking into 
account the several committees I am a 
member of and voicing my ideas in the 
decision-making of some issues 
essential to the development of the 
organization. Through the years, I was 
given several travel grants from 
IAMSLIC and its partner institutions to 
present the results of my researches at 
IAMSLIC Annual Conferences in Rome, 
Italy (2015) and in Hawaii, USA (2017). 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
expand my network, and to share my 
knowledge and skills to other aquatic 
science librarians from different parts of 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Benefits of being an ASFA 

Indexer 
ASFA has allowed me to develop my 

professional skills, expand my 

professional and social networks, and 

learn and understand other cultures and 

appreciate diversity. 
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From Novice to Professional 

Indexer 

 

From the Philippines to the World 

 



I have been very active with IAMSLIC 
from 2013 up to the present, taking into 
account the several committees I am a 
member of and voicing my ideas in the 
decision-making of some issues 
essential to the development of the 
organization. Through the years, I was 
given several travel grants from 
IAMSLIC and its partner institutions to 
present the results of my researches at 
IAMSLIC Annual Conferences in Rome, 
Italy (2015) and in Hawaii, USA (2017). 
The ASFA partnership enabled me to 
expand my network, and to share my 
knowledge and skills to other aquatic 
science librarians from different parts of 

the world. 
The ASFA Advisory Board Meeting 
provides members with the opportunity 
to discuss matters of importance to the 
improvement of the quality of the ASFA 
Database and to strengthen the 
partnership. Likewise, the issues faced 
by the members in the preparation of 
ASFA records within the intersessional 
periods are discussed and solutions are 
found. The first ASFA Board Meeting 
that I attended was held in Callao, Peru 
in 2013. Through that opportunity I was 
able to expand not just my professional 
network but my social network as well by 
applying the saying “We are family in 
ASFA”.   
I was given opportunities to attend the 
succeeding annual board meetings in 
Beijing, China (2014), Nova Scotia, 
Canada (2015), Hanoi, Viet Nam (2016) 
(see photo above right), and Oostende, 
Belgium (2018) thanks to funding 
provided by ASFA. For ASFA Board 
Members attendance at the board 
meeting is a very good reward for our 
hard work. It also gives us the 
opportunity to benchmark best practices 
in the library of the host partner 
institution or of the libraries that we have 
visited, that we can apply in our own 
libraries. ASFA partnership did not just 
gave me the opportunity to travel for 
free, but also to create international 
professional contacts, build 
partnerships, learn and adapt best 
library practices, and learn and 
appreciate different cultures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The ASFA Partnership does not only 
exist to create a premier database in 
aquatic sciences, and to promote, and 
make visible institutional publications to 
international audience. It also exists to 
develop information professionals who 
are not just skilled on cataloguing, 
abstracting and indexing but also skilled 
interpersonally. ASFA Partnership 
developed me to become a “global 
librarian” well-equipped to support the 
information needs of the aquatic science 
community. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Written by: 
Daryl L. Superio,  

Senior Information Assistant 

Library and Data Banking Services Section 

Aquaculture Department, Southeast 

Asian Fisheries Development Center 

Tigbauan, Iloilo 5021 Philippines 

Email: dlsuperio@seafdec.org.ph 

 

From Callao, Peru to Oostende, 

Belgium 
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Above: 2016 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, Hanoi, Viet Nam, 12-16 September 2016.  
Daryl Superio sitting first from the left. Daryl will also be present at the 2019 ASFA 
Advisory Board Meeting, which will take place in Malaysia.   
 

In Conclusion… 
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Aquatic information user needs: summary of 
survey responses 

 

This article presents a summary of a survey which ran in December 2018 to assess the information needs of those 

working or studying in the aquatic sciences, fisheries or aquaculture sector.  

 
Last year, ASFA ran a survey 
assessing the information needs of 
people working or studying in the 
aquatic sciences, fisheries and 
aquaculture sectors. We found that 
ASFA was a well-known source of 
information, although there are several 
areas for improvement.  
The survey ran from 2nd November – 
5th December, and we were pleased to 
receive 568 responses from 49 
countries around the world.  

The survey asked users how they 
searched for the information they need 
to support their work. Unsurprisingly, 
internet searching was the most 
common way to search for information. 
A total of 89% of respondents said they 
used the internet to search for 
information, however there were 
differences across ages and regions. 
For example, Europe was the highest 
continent to use the internet (96%) 
versus Africa which had the lowest 
percentage (85%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age was also a significant factor, with 
those under 24 least likely to use a 
specialized database such as ASFA to 
find information (62.5% of respondents 
aged under 24, versus 77% of 
respondents overall). A similar trend 
was present for use of library 
catalogues or services to find 
information, with older respondents 
more likely to use these services than 
younger respondents. Though internet 
searching will offer the broadest way to 
find information, specialized databases 
and library services are able to discover 
relevant results that might be missed by 
searching on larger databases, as 
demonstrated in the previous article: 
discovering Grey Literature on ASFA 
(see page 2). ASFA therefore would 
like to provide more help, particularly to 
younger users, on how to search the 
database and the benefit of doing so. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  
A total of 453 respondents rated 

Access to full text and Quality of the 

database as either 4 or 5 out of 5 (with 

5 being very highly). Coverage of a 

database was the third most important 

feature, with 436 respondents rating it 

as either 4 or 5. This is in line with 

expectations as we know that users 

want to be able to access information 

as quickly as possible. Grey Literature, 

Inclusion of Data and Historical 

information were the least likely to be 

rated as 4 or 5, however as 438 people 

said that they required project 

documents, reports or   conference 

proceedings to do their job, there may 

be a lack of understanding about what 

Grey Literature is. 
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43%

13%

17%

13%

5%

12%

0%

11%

18%

20%

21%

18%

0%

9%

5%

10%

12%

15%

14%

35%

26%

26%

18%

33%

29%

33%

32%

29%

39%

21%

2 4  -

2 5 - 3 4  Y E A R S  O L D

3 5 - 4 4  Y E A R S  O L D

4 5 - 5 4  Y E A R S  O L D

5 5 - 6 4  Y E A R S  O L D

O V E R  6 5  Y E A R S  O L D

N/A

I do not use ASFA

Over 12 months ago

In the last 12 months

In the last six months

In the last month

69% of survey respondents had 

heard of ASFA, 46% of which had 

used ASFA in the last 12 months. 

How do users find information? 

 

The survey found that Tunisia had the 

highest percentage of respondents 

who knew of ASFA – 95%. This is 

indicative of the promotion and 

communication work from Tunisian 

National Partner, INSTM, National 

Institute of Marine Sciences & 

Technologies, whose Library Director 

Saida Messaoudi must be very busy – 

she is also AFRIAMSLIC Chair. 

Which database features are 

most important to users? 

 

Left: Graph shows whether and how often 

survey respondents use the ASFA database 

based on Age. Those aged 55-64 were most 

likely to have used ASFA in the past month, and 

those aged under 24 were most likely not to use 

ASFA (43%).  
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The survey asked users what type of 
information they needed to support 
their daily activities, and received the 
following answers:  
 

Academic/ research/ scholarly 
publications 

530 

Data and statistical 
information    

386 
 

Project documents, reports,  
conference proceedings,                

371 

Government and Official  
publications 

291 

Training material and 
guidelines   

268 

Legislation / policy briefings           225 

 
Although Academic publications were 
the most commonly used information 
type, data and project document, 
reports,  
conference proceedings (often types of 
grey literature) were roughly similar 
with 386 and 371 respondents 
respectively. ASFA does not cover data 
or statistics but could look to record 
data sets in the future. Its coverage of 
Project documents, reports and 
conference proceedings will hopefully 
be improved following the 
implementation of a Grey Literature 
strategy. 

Respondents who had used ASFA in 
the last 12 months were asked to rate 
certain features of ASFA on a scale of 
1-5, with 5 being very highly. The graph 
below shows how respondents 
answered this question, Quality of 
records, Breadth of Coverage and 
Advanced search options were the 
most likely to be ranked highly by 
respondents. ASFA provides in-depth 
training to its partners who create 
records for the database, so it is 
encouraging to see the quality of the 
database is rated highly by users.  Grey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature, Historical information and 
Access to full text were the least likely 
features to be rated highly and will 
therefore be areas ASFA seeks to 
improve. 

Those respondents who had not used 
ASFA in the last year were asked why: 
48% said it was because they prefer 
Google, whilst 18% said it was because 
they do not have access. Many 
potential users are at small institutions 
who currently cannot afford access to 
the database. Increasing access to the 
database will therefore be an aim of 
ASFA’s future business model.   

The final question on the survey was an 
open ended one: “If you have any 
comments on ASFA, or your 
information needs in general, please let 
us know here.” We were pleased to not 
only receive positive feedback on 
users’ experience of searching ASFA, 
but also some helpful suggestions for 
improving ASFA in the future. Several 
respondents mentioned ASFA should 
focus on grey literature and working 
with existing repositories, such as 
Aquatic Commons and OceanDocs, 
which are areas ASFA is now 
investigating. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

ASFA is a subject specific database; 

rather than seeking to compete with 

products and services that offer 

broader subject or content scope, 

ASFA sees value in improving its 

offering. This means adopting a 

strategy to increase its coverage of 

global grey literature, literature which is 

often not discovered by Google or 

included on repositories. ASFA already 

funds specialized projects to record 

grey literature around the world. We 

hope to improve on these projects and 

ensure they meet user needs. As 

suggested by a respondent, ASFA will 

seek to work in partnership with 

OceanDocs and Aquatic Commons to 

increase the discoverability of 

information.  ASFA will also work with 

librarians through its partnership with 

IAMSLIC to ensure those starting out in 

their careers have the necessary 

training to search ASFA effectively. 

We’d like to thank all those who 

responded to the survey, your input is 

helping to improve the database and 

will result in a better experience for 

ASFA users. 

 

Written by: 
Tamsin Vicary, ASFA Secretariat, FAO, 

Rome, Italy 
Email: Tamsin.vicary@fao.org 

 

77% of respondents rated Full Text 

and Quality of the database as 

either high or very highly important 

features of a database.  

What type of information do 

users need? 
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Reasons for not using ASFA 

 

Final comments 

 

How will ASFA use the survey 

results? 

 

Above: Graph shows how respondents rated features of the ASFA database, with 5 being 

very highly. 
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ASFA trust fund special projects: Open 
Access university theses 
 

The ASFA Trust Fund funds small projects by ASFA Partners that deal with the development and maintenance OF 

THE ASFA database and system. This article describes a recent project to cover UK University Theses available 

on OA repositories.  

 
The UK ASFA Partner, Freshwater 
Biological Association, has undertaken 
two TF Special Projects on preparing 
ASFA records for UK University Theses 
now available as full text open access 
(OA). The first project in 2018 was for 
the preparation of approximately 1,000 
ASFA records from 1969 to 2010. The 
proposal was based on a first look 
estimate of the numbers and time 
periods involved – hence the use of the 
term “approximately” in the proposal. 
The extensive work in this first project 
revealed that many more UK theses 
relevant to ASFA were becoming 
available as OA documents. A follow up 
proposal in 2019 estimated that a 
further 1,000 theses would produce 
complete coverage of the theses 
presently available as OA for the 
slightly longer time period of 1965 to 
2010. In total 2068 records have been 
prepared and loaded to the ASFA 

database from these two projects. 
Greater visibility and accessibility of the 
grey literature is one of the main goals 
of ASFA. University theses are 
important grey literature documents. 
The work required to produce a 
doctoral thesis is huge; most take years 
to complete, with multiple revisions. 
Usually the work, either “as is” or 
reworked, is subsequently submitted 
for commercial publishing. However, in 
many cases and for a variety of 
reasons, this is not the case and the 
thesis remain the only publication of the 
work. Even if the work is subsequently 
commercially published many potential 
readers will not be able to gain access 
to these commercial articles. 
Back in the days of print, having passed 
their viva students would hand-type and 
submit a bound copy of their final thesis 
to the library. At that time, whilst it was 
possible for interested parties to consult 
this copy, this was only really a feasible 
option for those able to travel in person 
to the library, and so, in the majority of  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Above: a photo of Ferry House in Cumbria, 
UK, where the Freshwater Biological 
Association is based.  
 

 
cases, theses would languish in the 
library archive, gathering dust, neither 
read nor utilized. In summary, 
historically theses were difficult to find 
and access, leading to their underuse. 
This is a problem that a discovery 
service such as ASFA can solve. This 
Trust Fund project is just one example 
of how ASFA increases the 
discoverability of aquatic sciences, 
fisheries and aquaculture information. 

 
In recent years most (if not all) theses 
are submitted electronically and made 
available on University OA repositories 
when granted. Also, many universities 
have made concerted efforts to digitize 
their earlier theses and make these 
available on their OA repositories. 
However, these repositories are not 
domain specific. The relevant aquatic 
theses vary from 0 to 5% of the total 
number of theses on any one university 
repository.  In the UK, there are a lot of 
university repositories (142 in 2018). To 
add to the difficulties, repository 
software and search functionalities vary 
from university to university. So, in 
2019, although access is much 
improved there are still major difficulties 
in finding and retrieving relevant 
material. 
 

 
 
 

The aims of these two TF projects were, 
therefore, to: 
 

1. Provide comprehensive 
coverage of UK theses for 
important historical aquatic 
material 
 

2. Assess how much additional 
metadata is necessary to 
achieve improved retrieval 
(e.g. writing abstracts for 
earlier theses which do not 
have them) 
 

3. Gain a better understanding of 
the number of theses involved 
and the methodologies 
required to achieve 
comprehensive coverage  
 

4. Get a better idea of how 
international these UK 
published theses are and how 
they might contribute to the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals 

 
Aim 1: In total 2068 records were 
prepared and loaded to the ASFA 
database to provide comprehensive 
coverage for 1965 to 2010. 
 
Aim 2: Approximately 5% of these 2068 
needed an abstract writing. All the 
records needed indexing terms to be 
added, such as subject, geographic 
and taxonomic terms. These indexing 
terms enable advanced and accurate 
searching and filtering on the ASFA 
database. No translation into English 
was required since all these theses 
were from UK universities. 
 
 
 
 

Why were these projects 

important? 

 
Increasing availability of UK 

University OA repositories and 

historic theses. 

 

What were the aims of these 

Trust Fund projects? 

 

What were the results of these 

projects? 
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Aim 3: Using an aggregation search 
site for OA repositories (CORE 
https://core.ac.uk/ ) was not useful. Nor 
was using the British Library’s EThOS 
search  
(https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid
=652FE632F31739874867F386237A9
B34). However, the EThOS site did give 
a useful list of the 142 UK University 
Repositories. Only 56 of these had 
aquatic research theses. Each of these 
56 sites had to be searched 
individually. Although the majority of 
sites were based on either the EPrints 
or DSpace software they varied 
considerably in their search interfaces 
and the filters available. Searches of 
these 56 sites gave the 2056 records 
for the 46 years 1965 to 2010. For the 
period 2011 to 2018 there would seem 
to be about 4,000 theses related to the 
aquatic sciences.  
 
Aim 4: Approximately 15% of the 2068 
these were specifically related to non-
UK water bodies. These were mainly 
from the continents of Africa; Asia; 
South America and Antarctica. There 
were none from North America or 
Australia (Oceania). Another 10 to 15% 
were related to non-European species 
of organisms – many related to 
aquaculture research. Although not 
analysed in depth, the majority of the 
theses contributed to UN Sustainable 
Development Goals 2, 13, 14, 15 and 
16. 

Overall, the TF Projects achieved their 
aims. In addition, they have raised a 
range of questions relating to the 
coverage of university theses in ASFA, 
many of which will be discussed at the 
2019 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting 
where decisions on content and subject 
type of future Trust Fund projects will 
be made.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The ASFA Trust Fund was 
designed as a repository for 
royalties and other payments 
accruing from ASFA. ASFA 
Partners are eligible to request 
funding from the Trust Fund for 
special projects that will benefit 
ASFA. In the past, these special 
projects have included: 
 
1. Retrospective digitization of 

unique historical collections, 
especially Grey Literature, 
which falls under ASFA’s 
subject scope 

2. “Filling gaps” 
(indexing/digitizing documents 
which were published in the 
country before the agreed 
monitoring start date)  

3. Indexing/digitizing documents 
published in the non-partner 
country(ies) (copyright issue 
must be cleared) 

4. Enriching ASFA with full-text 
links (grey literature from ASFA 
partner and non-partner 
countries already indexed for 
the ASFA DB) 

5. Development of training 
materials for national or 
international use 

6. Development of promotional 
materials for national or 
international use 

7. Development of the ASFA 
controlled vocabularies 

 
In addition to the FBA proposal, 
Kenyan National Partner KMFRI 
recently completed a Trust Fund 
project which resulted in 18,08 
records being added to the ASFA 
database. The majority of these 
records were for grey literature in 
African countries which do not 
currently participate in ASFA or 
add records to the database, so 
this was a very valuable addition to 
the database. We hope to improve 
the geographical coverage of grey 
literature on the database, and 
ASFA Trust Fund projects are one 
way of doing so.  
SEAFDEC Aquaculture 
Department are currently 
conducting an ASFA Trust Fund 
Project to digitize conference 
proceedings and 
reports published by SEAFDEC  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretariat and Departments (Training 
Department (TD), Aquaculture 
Department (AQD), Marine Fisheries 
Research Department (MFRD), and 
Marine Fishery Resources 
Development and Management 
Department (MFRDMD)). The project 
will result in around 850 documents 
being uploaded to Open Access 
repositories – as of March this year 241 
documents had been uploaded onto 
Aquatic Commons – and around 600 
ASFA records will be added to the 
database, with links to the full text. 
These projects demonstrate that ASFA 
Projects have a wider benefit than just 
the ASFA Database and Partnership, 
and strive to make information more 
widely available to all. 
 
The IEWG has implemented a new 
funding cycle for ASFA Trust Fund 
projects. ASFA will now accept 
proposals for new projects from March 
– June 2019.This is a change from 
accepting proposals throughout the 
year and will ensure the best projects 
are granted funding.  
Along with the Impact Evaluation 
Working Group, the ASFA Secretariat 
has drafted Best Practice Guidelines for 
Digitization Projects, and Guidance on 
Submitting a Trust Fund Proposal must 
meet in order to be considered eligible 
for funding. These documents aim to 
ensure future Trust Fund projects meet 
ASFA user needs, provide best value 
for money, and are performed to the 
high standards. When the ASFA 
Advisory Board meets in Malaysia in 
September, these documents will be 
discussed along with other ways ASFA 
Trust Fund Special Projects can be 
used to best enhance ASFA. Once 
agreed, the Digitization Best Practices 
and Guidance on Submitting a Trust 
Fund Proposal will be made openly 
available.  

 
 

 

Written by: 
Ian Pettman, Honorary Research Fellow, 

Freshwater Biological Association, 

Ambleside, UK 

Email: IPettman@fba.org.uk 

 

In Conclusion 

 

WHAT IS THE ASFA TRUST FUND AND 
HOW DOES IT BENEFIT ASFA? 

 

https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=652FE632F31739874867F386237A9B34
https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=652FE632F31739874867F386237A9B34
https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do;jsessionid=652FE632F31739874867F386237A9B34
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Conference announcement: ASFA to jointly 
host conference on grey literature 

 
ASFA is extremely pleased and excited 
to announce that for the first time in its 
almost fifty year history, its Advisory 
Board Meeting will be combined with a 
one day Conference, to be jointly 
hosted by University Malaysia, 
Terengganu.  

ASFA Advisory Board Meetings have 
always been a great chance for 
partners and information professionals 
to interact, but they also have the 
potential to being these information 
experts together with the scientists and 
researchers working in aquatic 
sciences field. We are therefore thrilled 
that this year’s Advisory Board Meeting 
is being hosted by University Malaysia 
Terengganu, and look forward to the 
chance to hear about the grey literature 
information needs of experts in their 
field, and how new technologies can 
adapt to meet them.  
 
Focusing on Grey Literature, the 
conference will examine how 
information services, such as ASFA, 
can improve the discovery of grey 
literature in order to benefit aquatic 
sciences, fisheries and aquaculture 
research. Improving discovery is vital to 
ensure that grey literature is not 
overlooked or forgotten and that it 
remains available to researchers  

 
beyond specific project cycles or 
conference dates.  
 
The Conference will demonstrate the 
wide variety of formats and content 
Grey Literature can encompass, and 
how innovative information services 
can facilitate their discovery to the 
advantage of scientists and 
researchers. The Conference will bring 
together information managers and 
those working as researchers, policy 
makers or scientists in the fields of 
aquatic sciences, fisheries or 
aquaculture. During this Conference, 
ASFA’s strategy on the monitoring and 
coverage of grey literature will be 
presented, with options for attendees to 
provide feedback. 

 

 

ASFA is really looking forward to 
welcoming the researchers and 
scientists in this field to join the 
information experts of the ASFA 
network. We hope the conference will 
ensure that ASFA’s Grey Literature 
strategy is focused on meeting end 
user needs and increasing access to 
vital informaiton. We will share the 
Conference programme when available 
and of course make the conference 
papers available on ASFA. 

If you are interested in presenting a 
paper at this conference, please email 
your abstract to ASFA-
Secretariat@fao.org by no later than 
16th June. Abstracts should be 300-
400 words and focus on the 
Conference topics  
 
Please ensure to include in your email 
the title of your paper, the full author 
name and author institution, and also 
indicate which Conference topics your 
abstract relates to. Authors will be 
notified by 19th June 2019 whether 
their abstract has been selected. 
 

The Conference is open to all members 
of the aquatic sciences, fisheries and 
aquaculture community to attend. 
There is no cost to attend the 
Conference, however ASFA is unable 
to provide sponsorship for those 
wishing to attend. There are only a 
limited number of places available, 
therefore if you wish to attend the 
Conference, please email the ASFA 
Secretariat (ASFA-
Secretariat@fao.org) citing your full 
name; Organization/ Institution; and 
Job Title. You will then receive 
confirmation of your registration in due 
course. 
 

 

 
 

See the website: 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41

170/en for more information  

 

 

Conference Title:  

Enabling Grey Literature 
discovery to benefit 

aquatic sciences, 
fisheries and 

aquaculture research 

Conference Date: 

25th September 2019 

Conference Location: 

University Malaysia 
Terengganu, 

Terengganu, Malaysia 

 

 

 

Conference Topics  

 

 How new technologies are 

improving the discovery of 

Grey Literature  

 

 The role of A&I services in 

enabling discovery of global 

grey literature 

 

 Changing formats of grey 

literature in a digital age 

 

 Researchers’ grey literature 

storage and retrieval 

priorities 

 

Conference Registration 

 

Call for Abstracts 
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AQUATIC INFO NEWS: all 

the latest news and developments in the field 

of aquatic sciences 

What? 
 

Where? When? 

EURASLIC XVIII Zagreb, Croatia 6-9th May, 2019 

POGO Workshop on Machine 
Learning and Artificial 
Intelligence in Biological 
Oceanographic Observations 

VLIZ InnovOcean 
Center Ostend, 
Belgium 

19-22 May 2019 

AGROVOC editorial meeting – 
Invitation Only 

Darmstadt, Germany  24-25 June 2019 

Discovery and Use of 
Operational Ocean Data 
Products and Services 

Indian National Centre 
for Ocean Information 
Services, Hyderabad, 
India 

1-5 July 2019 

46th ASFA Advisory Board 
Meeting 

Malaysia September, 2019 

ASFA Grey Literature 
Conference 

Malaysia 25th September 
2019 

45th IAMSLIC Conference Port Aransas, Texas, 
USA 

20-25 October 
2019 

Twenty-First International  
Conference on Grey Literature: 
Open Science Encompasses  
New Forms of Grey Literature 

German National 
Library of Science and 
Technology 
TIB Hannover, 
Germany 

October 22-23, 
2019 

 

NEW PRODUCTS AND 

RESOURCES: 

Below are some of the new 

databases and information 

products we’ve come across. 

Research4Life Advocacy Toolkit 
The ASFA Secretariat came across 
this Advocacy Toolkit on Twitter. 
The toolkit provides librarians and 
information managers with provides 
a range of resources to get support 
from decision makers, 
administration, or management and 
to promote Research4Life and its 
programmes. Though focused on 
Research4Life, its six steps to 
develop an advocacy can be applied 
to many programmes, and we are 
considering the value of providing a 
similar toolkit for ASFA.  
The toolkit is available here. 
 
ODIS Catalogue – IODE 
The ODIS Catalogue launched in 
January 2019 and aims to be a 
browsable and searchable 
catalogue of existing ocean related 
web-based sources and systems of 
data and information. There are a 
large number of resources already 
on ODIS so it is well worth the visit if 
you are searching for information. 
The ODIS catalogue is available 
here. 
 
Voices of the Fish: video series 
FAO has launched a video series 

called Voices of the Fish which 

outlines the key challenges to 

maintaining healthy oceans and 

safeguarding biodiversity of fish 

stocks and marine resources. The 

video series is available here. 

 

 

 
LATEST RESEARCH ARTICLES: 
Tenopir, C., Christian, L., Kaufman, J. (2019) Seeking, Reading and Use of 
Scholarly Articles: an international study of perceptions and behavior of 
researchers. Publications. 7(18),. doi: 
https://dx.doi.org/10.3390/publications7010018 
 
Cai, J.N. ; Huang, H. ; Leung, P.S. (2019) Understanding and measuring the 
contribution of aquaculture and fisheries to gross domestic product (GDP). FAO, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 606. Rome, FAO. 80pp. 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca3200en/CA3200EN.pdf  
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Keep in touch! 
Email the ASFA Secretariat: ASFA-

Secretariat@fao.org 

Tweet us using the hashtag #FAOASFA 

Visit our website for more information on ASFA: 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa  

Some rights reserved. This work is available 

under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence 
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